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CHLOROFORM* 

PURE. 

Much  of  the  Chloroform  of  Commerce  being  very  impure,  and  its  use 
having  in  some  cases  been  attended  with  unpleasant  consequences,  we 
have  been  repeatedly  urged  to  make  some,  at  our  Laboratory,  of  a 
quality  superior  to  that  generally  for  sale  in  this  market.  We  would 
therefore  inform  the  Medical  Profession  that  we  have  prepared  an  article, 
the  purity  of  which  can  be  implicitly  relied  on. 

NITRATE  OF  SILVER 

Can  rIso  be  obtained  of  us,  PERFECTLY'  PURE,  either  in  sticks  or 
crystals,  manufactured  at  our  Laboratory. 

MORPHIXE. 

Our  Morphine  having  acquired  a  reputation  superior  to  any  other 
those  who  have  occasion  to  use  the  article,  will  be  satisfied  of  its  excel- 
lence by  giving  it  a  trial. 

WE  ALSO  PREPARE  THE 

SYRUP  OP  IODIDE  OP  IRON, 

Now  so  highly  esteemed  as  a  remedy  in  Scrofulous  complaints.  These 
articles  (which  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  physicians  to  have  of 
reliable  quality,)  are,  wjth  our  other  preparations,  offered  to  the  notice  of 
those  desiring 

PURE  DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS, 


SUPERIOR  EXTRACTS, 

OF 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES,  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists, 

107  Water-street,  New- York. 


A  D  VEKT1  SEME  NTS. 


KIERSTED'S 
B  R  EAST  OINTMENT. 

The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  MedrVnc, 
throughout  the  United  [States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
invaluable  article, 

FUEFARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
•everal  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  of 

AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILE,  . 
OR  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR 
, FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,    BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 

&c.  &.C. 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTJENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 
or  six  days. 
[It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  TS£E  SRxiAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE ;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  alluying, 
in  JLLL  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  ULCERS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir. 
culation,  will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
»uch  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  with  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  nt  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
•ddress.J 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Score,  No.  529  Broadway, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New-York.) 

%*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  ic  the  city 
of  New-York ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz : 
JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  N.  J. 
R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristown,  N.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Stamford,  Ct.  and 
B.  SAWYER,  121  Lakt-$t.  Chicago,  111. 


A.  B.  &,    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW-YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Price! 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Truces,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuff,,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware,  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 

"llMIM  CSBiiflE  OIL, 

together  with  every  Article  comprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

IffilR  OF  OPIUM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drug 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  ofOpium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  had  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  tyc.  {fc. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera- 
lion  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  hendneh, 

A'or  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  general  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Dtop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  other  Opiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  Ill  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  Male  of 
combination  too,  produce  all  the  characteristic  effects  of  so  triumphant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  its  other  valuable  principles  arc  excluded. 

2.  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  roorecbararteristic,  pcrmauent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  Anil  as  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeleriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine  ;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latter  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  lie 
adopted  in  alr"cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  arc  administered, 
with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  all  their  salutary  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the.  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  iu  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7, 1810. 

Gentlemen,— 1  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir,  of  Ofium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  iu  cases  wlnrh  resisted 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  iu  which  it 
seem  cd  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  no  substitute  for  it  iu  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  cither  as  ait  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  ail 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  to  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
ease  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
state  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  hours 
after  taking  a  moderate  close,  with  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes;  hut  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the.  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixie.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
Bake  her  worse.  1  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  fulling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeliug 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti  emetic  it  is  invaln- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  are  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  in  use  for  particular  conditions.       Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.  D. 

ID-  NOTICE.— A.  B.  &  D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun-, 
tdl  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  If 41,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during that 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  anil  consumers  that  no  Elixir  of  Opium' 

I wrapper,  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  he  add.  es>,(l,  a.- hereto- 
fore, to  A.  B.  it  D.  Sands,  Wholesale  Druggists,  141  William-street,  corner  of 
Fulton,  New-York.  Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 
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LECTURES 

©zseases  or  chess5. 

The  undersigned  proposes  to  continue  his  Winter  Course  of  FREE 
LECTURES  on 

DISEASES  OF  THE  LU.VGS  AND  HEART, 

On  every  Tuesday  Evening,  (commencing  November  4th,)  from  8  to  9 
o'clock,  nt  his  Rooms,  No.  49  EAST  BROADWAY. 

Illustrations  will  be  given  by  numerous  Casts,  Drawings,  and 
MorblU  Specimens. 

There  will  be  a  CHEST  CLINIQUE,  with  pathological  demonstrations, 
at  the  same  place,  at  3  o'clock,  en  each  succeeding  Saturday  afternoon. 
Students  and  Members  of  the  Profession  are  respectfully  invited. 

JOHN  W.  CORSON,  M.  D. 
One  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital. 


LECTURES 

OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY, 

BY  MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.  D. 

AT  HIS 

BITE  AND  EAR.  IKFZEMAH¥, 

383  Uroome-street,  N.  Y. 

The  Course  which  was  commenced  on  the  15th  November,  will  be 
continued  every  Saturday,  nt  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  until  the  15th  of  March,  1852. 

The  Diseases  of  the  Eye  will  be  illustrated  by  a  splendid  collection  of 
models  imported  from  Paris  ;  also  by  Dalrymplc's  magnificent  work  on  the 
Pathology  of  the  Eye,  giving  over  200  different  views,  the  engravings  of 
which  surpass  anything  which  has  yet  appeared  from  the  London  press. 
The  various  operations  on  the  Eye  will  be  performed  in  the  presence  of 
the  class,  and  each  disease  illustrated  in  living  subjects  as  far  as  practicable. 


Take  Notice. 

This  will  be  a  fitting  time  for  New  Subscribers 
to  commence  with  the  Third  Volume,  which 
begins  on  New  Year's  Day.  A  few  of  our 
Subscribers  have  not  yet  paid  for  the  Second 
Year,  to  whom  bills  will  be  sent  unless  they 
forthwith  remit  One  Dollar,  which,  according 
to  our  terms,  must  be  henceforth  invariably  in 
advance. 

Should  any  of  our  Subscribers  fail  to  receive 
the  Gazette  after  the  1st  of  January  they  will 
know  the  cause.  Our  rule  is  demanded  by  the 
low  price  of  the  paper. 

Subscriptions,  Advertisements,  Boolc-s  for  Review, 
and  all  Communications  may  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  No.  775  Broadway,  free  of  charge. 


ANNUM. 


RECEIPTS.  Drs.  Rogers,  D.  A.  Neilson,  J.  B.  Elliot,  Stelle,  Clements, 
Marvin  2,  Moseley,  Eager,  Bodinier,  Sutherland,  Guernsey,  Regensberger, 
Jackson,  Moore,  Vandervoort,  Bedford,  Fitch,  Sweeny,  Griscom,  Clinton, 
Purcell,  Wright,  H.  Green,  Mott,  Kissam,  Richardson,  Detmold  2,  McDer- 
mont,  May,  Bigelow. 

To  the  Medical  Pnrtession  in  New  England  and 
New-York. 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  on  the  Epidemics  of  New  England 
and  New-York,  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession within  the  limits  above  named  to  the  subject  of 
their  interrogations. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  value  of  the  report  which  will 
be  made,  must  depend  upon  the  accuracy  and  the  ex- 
tent of  the  information  which  the  Committee  may  be 
able  to  gather.  And  for  this  information  we  must  look 
to  observers  in  different  portions  of  the  field  assigned 
to  us.  If  the  physicians  in  each  district  of  this  field 
could  see  that  some  one  of  their  number  report  to  us 
what  may  be  called  the  general  facts  in  regard  to  the 
prevalence  of  epidemics,  and  then  if  individuals  would 
give  us  the  results  of  their  personal  experience  in  prac- 
tice, a  fund  of  valuable  information  would  be  placed  in 
our  hands.  The  points  of  inquiry  to  which  attention 
should  be  directed  are  so  obvious,  that  the  committee 
need  not  particularize  them.  The  investigation  is  in- 
tended to  cover  only  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1851. 

In  order  that  the  Committee  may  have  time  to  col- 
late and  digest  the  material  which  they  may  receive, 
they  request  that  all  communications  be  made  to  them 
previous  to  the  1st  of  March  next. 

Worthing  ton  Hooker,  Norwich,  Conn.  ■ 
Henry  D.  Bulkley,  New-York. 
Henry  G.  Ciark,  Boston. 
Dec.  15,  1851. 


Conservatism  in  Surgery. 

"VVc  commend  to  the  brethren  every  where,  the  re- 
port of  cases  by  Doctor  O'Reilly,  which  appears  in  this 
number  of  the  Gazette.  They  will  be  found  amply  to 
repay  perusal,  and  will  serve  to  enlighten  certain 
"  mere  operators,"  in  the  lesson  which  they  are  slow 
to  learn,  that  true  surgery  is  not  "  the  art  of  making 
cripples,"  for  which  definition  there  are  too  many  who 
are  ever  giving  authority  by  needless,  not  to  say  fatal 
mutilations.  We  regard  the  result  of  these  cases,  as 
creditable  alike  to  the  science  and  humanity  of  Dr. 
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O'Reilly,  who  has  rapidly  gained  upon  the  public  con-  ' 
fidence,  by  the  successful  practice  of  Surgery,  a  depart"  i 
ment  in  which  he  promises  to  excel. 

Another  Physician  Fallen. 

We  are  pained  to  record  the  death  of  Dr.  James  I 
Cameron,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  reputable  prac-  j 
titioners  of  our  city.    There  are  few  among  us  who  J 
have  acquired  a  more  extensive  practice,  or  enjoyed  a 
higher  degree  of  the  confidence  and  affections  of  his 
patients,  which  he  retained  during  a  long  life.    Dr.  C. 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  a  graduate  of  Glasgow,  and  a 
worthy  member  of  the  New-York  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine.   He  was  deservedly  respected,  and  his  loss  will 
be  deplored,  for  he  was  an  honest  man. 


New-York  Pathological  Society. 

In  our  last  number  we  had  occasion  to  bestow  a 
kindly  admonition  to  this  self-constituted  coterie  of 
exelusives,  which  it  seems  has  not  been  appreciated, 
although  as  respectfully  and  delicately  given,  as  the 
case  allowed.  Circumstances  since  transpiring  demand 
that  Ave  now  resume  the  subject,  with  somewhat  greater 
plainness  of  speech. 

This  Society  has,  or  ought  to  have  for  its  object,  j 
the  collection,  accumulation,  record  <uid  diffusion  of  I 
truth,  irrespective  of  theoretical,  or  speculative  opinions. 
Medical  and  pathological  facts,  in  contradistinction  to  J 
the  dicta  of  any  school  or  party,  should  be  the  pabulum  j 
vita  of  such  an  organization ;  else  its  existence  is  a 
public  nuisance,  no  matter  what  names  are  found  upon 
its  roll  of  members. 

Thus  conducted,  this  Society  would  merit  respect 
for  its  teachings,  and  the  profession  at  large  would  not 
be  slow  to  award  it.  That  it  has  been  perverted  to  an 
extent  which  forfeits  its  character,  and  demands  the 
strictures  of  the  medical  press,  we  now  proceed  to 
show. 

The  case  alluded  to  in  our  last  number,  has  been 
before  this  Society  at  three  successive  meetings,  two  of 
them  held  in  the  usual  way,  and  open  to  the  profession; 
while  the  third  has  been  a  secret  session,  from  which 
the  parties  interested  and  all  others  except  members 
have  been  excluded.  At  the  first  meeting,  the  attend- 
ing physicians  confessed  their  error  in  diagnosis,  as  re- 
vealed by  the  post  mortem,  and  in  the  discussion  which 
followed,  the  following  positions  were  taken  and  de- 
fended, which  being  recorded,  exhibit  a  series  of  false 
facts,  of  which  the  Society  ought  to  be  ashamed. 

1st.  This  is  a  very  rare  form  of  disease  !  (Pyamise !) 

2nd.  Only  six  cases !  only  eight  cases !  being  on 
record,  only  one  of  these  recognized  before  death! 

3rd.  It  had  no  pathognomonic  symptoms !  in  this 
case,  and  therefore  could  not  be  diagnosticated  ! 

4th.  It  is  an  incurable  disease!  and  had  it  been 
recognized  in  the  case  under  notice,  it  could  not  have 
been  cured ! 


These  we  designate  as  "false  facts,"  and  for  the 
proof  we  refer  to  the  full  report  of  the  case  published 
by  Dr.  Alexander  E.  Hosack,  which  will  be  forthcom- 
ing soon.  Without  anticipating  its  contents  we  venture 
to  predict  that  he  will  prove,  that  "Phlebitis  of  the 
portal  system  "  is  not  a  very  rare  disease, — that  instead 
of  six  or  eight  cases  on  record,  there  are  hundreds  ; — 
that  the  disease  has  been  diagnosticated  before  death, — 
and  that  it  ha*  been  frequently  cured ; — but  not  when 
mistaken  for  Remittent  Fever,  nor  when  treated  with 
10  grain  doses  of  Quinine,  or  with  Aconite !  But  we 
refer  our  readers  to  Dr.  Hosack's  report. 

It  remains  for  us  only  to  allude  to  the  second  meet- 
ing of  the  New-York  Pathological  Society,  when  Dr. 
Hosack's  polite  letter  was  submitted,  asking  that  the  ac- 
companying narrative  of  the  case  upon  which  they  had 
been  engaged,  should  be  read  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
himself.  This  letter  and  document  were  referred  to  a 
committee,  on  motion  of  one  of  the  "attending  phy- 
sicians," who  objected  to  "outsiders/"  being  per- 
mitted to  submit  reports  of  cases  on  which  members 
had  reported,  as  likely  to  get  the  Society  into  hot 
water.  The  reference  was  voted,  and  at  the  secret 
session,  we  are  informed  that  the  Committee  reported 
in  favor  of  having  the  paper  of  Dr.  H.  read,  but  by  a 
party  vote  it  appears  that  a  hearing  was  denied  to 
Dr.  H.  because,  we  suppose,  he  was  an  "  outsider !" 
the  epithet  by  which  all  of  the  profession  are  de- 
signated who  do  not  belong  to  the  clique.  The 
brethren  will  take  due  notice,  and  govern  themselves 
accordingly. 

We  shall  not  question  the  decision  of  the  Society 
further  than  to  say,  that  Dr.  Hosack  had  no  alternative 
left  him  in  self  respect,  but  to  publish  as  he  has  done  ; 
and  when  the  Society  shall,  as  they  will,  deprecate  this 
result,  they  will  have  no  one  to  thank  but  themselves. 

The  assumption,  or  rather  presumption  of  certain 
parties  in  that  Society,  who  have  ventured  their  repu- 
tation for  knowledge  upon  the  ex  cathedra  assertions 
to  which  we  have  alluded  as  false  facts,  will  be  suitably 
rebuked;  and  their  "verba  magistri"  will  henceforth  be 
I  at  a  discount.  They  should  learn  that  there  are  other 
|  men,  even  "  outsiders,"  who  can  teach  them  scholastic 
medicine,  of  which  they  are  sadly  ignorant ;  however 
unwelcome  the  exposure  of  their  arrogance  and  de- 
ficiency to  others. 

It  is  said  that  the  physiological  and  pathological 
oracles,  who  betrayed  their  ignorance  on  this  subject, 
have  accounted  for  their  lamentable  deficiency  of  know- 
ledge as  to  the  statistics  on  record,  by  ascribing  it  to 
their  non-acquaintance  with  the  German  language ! 
Thereby  hangs  a  talc,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  a 
friend  at  our  elbow. 

A  facetious  doctor,  who  was  called  to  prescribe  for 
a  contusion  of  the  hip,  in  the  person  of  a  lover  of  the 
marvellous,  directed  that  a  black  cat  should  be  be- 
headed, and  immediately  split  open  through  the  spine, 
and  then,  that  the  opened  body  of  the  victim,  should 
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be  forthwith  applied  as  a  poultice  to  the  injured  joint. 
A  medical  friend  who  had  been  sent  for,  arrived  soon 
after,  and  expressed  his  disgust  at  the  cruelty  and  su- 
perstition of  the  remedy,  and  ventured  to  inquire  of 
the  prescriber  what  authority  he  had  for  so  outre  prac- 
tice. The  doctor  only  answered  by  inquiring,  "  My 
deai-  Sir,  do  you  understand  German1?"  and  on  receiving 
a  negative  reply,  he  continued,  "Sir,  if  you  never  read 
the  German  medical  authorities  in  the  original,  you  are 
and  must  be  ignorant  of  your  profession,  and  cannot  be 
expected  to  know  anything  of  the  virtues  of  the  poul- 
tice made  by  splitting  open  a  black  cat.  By  all  means 
then  learn  German,  read  German  books,  and  you  will 
then  know  all  about  it."  It  would  seem  that  our 
friends  at  the  Pathological  Society  have  been  caught 
napping  for  want  of  reading  German,  not  merely,  but 
as  will  soon  be  made  apparent,  their  reading  French 
and  even  English,  has  been  sadly  in  fault,  or  they  have 
profited  but  little  by  either. 

We  forbear  to  say  more,  until  the  report  by  Dr. 
Hosack  shall  appear,  for  the  publication  of  which  we 
are  indebted  to  the  narrow  and  short  sighted  policy  of 
a  few  savans  in  the  Pathological  Society,  in  withholding 
justice  from  an  "outsider."  They  had  better  reasons 
for  proscribing  him  than  even  this,  but  the  pamphlet 
will  speak  for  itself. 

Louis  Kossuth,  Governor  of  Hungary. 

This  eminent  civilian  and  statesman,  this  champion 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  whose  sufferings  in  the 
cause  of  his  bleeding  and  down-trodden  country  have 
been  little  short  of  martyrdom,  is  now  safely  sojourning 
here,  on  the  invitation  of  the  National  authorities,  and 
has  been  receiving  the  first  instalment  of  American  hos- 
pitality in  the  city  of  New- York.  He  has  been  wel- 
comed by  nearly  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  our  people, 
and  is  winning  all  hearts  by  his  profound  learning,  "sur- 
passing eloquence,  and  transcendent  patriotism ;  while 
his  modesty,  candor,  and  the  artless  simplicity  of  man- 
ners which  characterize  his  whole  demeanour,  have 
extorted  the  admiration  of  all.  The  clergy  and  the 
b  ir  have  done  themselves  and  their  respective  profes- 
sions honor  by  honoring  him ;  and  we  very  much  re- 
gret to  say,  that  the  medical  profession  have  suffered 
him  to  depart  without  approaching  him  even  by  a  con- 
gratulatory address. 

Meanwhile  this  patriot,  philanthropist  and  Christian, 
has  been  denounced  as  a  "humbug!"  by  three  dis- 
tinguished saints  at  present  in  New-York,  who  are  none 
other  than  His  Eminence  Cardinal  Hughes !— General 
James  Watson  Webb! — and  Lola  Montes!  the  cele- 
brated danseuse.  May  the  illustrious  trio  be  "alone  in 
their  glory  "  until  their  verdict  shall  be  annihilated  in 
the  acclamations  of  the  whole  American  people. 


Great  American  Work  on  Surgery. 

Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  have 
issued  from  their  press  a  new  and  invaluable  work  en- 


titled, "A  system  of  Operative  Surgery,  based  upon 
the  practice  of  Surgeons  in  the  United  States ;"  and 
comprising  a  bibliographical  index,  and  historical  record 
of  many  of  their  operations  for  a  period  of  200  years. 
By  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.D.  who  is  an  eminent  teacher 
and  practitioner  in  the  schools  and  hospitals  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Two  numbers  or  parts  have  been  published,  abound- 
ing with  numerous  steel  plates,  richly  colored,  and  fin- 
ished throughout  in  the  best  style  of  the  art.  These 
engravings  are  many  of  them  from  original  drawings, 
and  Daguerreotype  impressions,  accurately  taken  from 
nature,  while  copies  have  been  made  in  the  same  style 
of  finish  from  the  great  work  of  Bernard  &  Huette,  and 
the  sources  wheuce  these  gentlemen  had  derived  their 
beautiful  drawings. 

We  are  sure  the  profession  will  welcome  this  truly 
national  work,  in  preference  to  being  dependent,  as  we 
have  too  long  been,  upon  reprints  of  foreign  books  in 
this  department ;  and  for  the  reasons  named,  the  two 
translators,  whose  services  have  been  put  in  requisition 
upon  the  French  work,  the  plates  of  which  are  repro- 
duced in  this  American  publication,  might  have  spared 
themselves  the  uncalled  for  labor ;  and  their  worthy 
publisher,  what  we  fear  will  prove  to  be  an  unprofit- 
able investment.  For  the  sake  of  the  latter,  who  de- 
serves it,  we  could  wish  better  things,  but  his  book 
has  been  superseded  by  the  prior  appearance  of  Dr. 
Smith's  more  complete  work. 

Cazenave  on  the  Skin. 
This  well  known  work  by  Cazenave  and  Schedel, 
with  notes  and  additions  by  Thomas  H.  Burgess,  M.D. 
and  still  greater  improvements  by  our  fellow  citizen, 
Dr.  H.  D.  Bulkley,  of  the  N.  Y.  Hospital,  has  now- 
passed  to  a  second  edition  in  the  hands  of  its  publish- 
ers, Messrs.  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood,  of  New- York,  who  have 
brought  it  out  in  their  usual  style  of  excellence.  It  is 
justly  esteemed  as  a  standard  work  in  this  department, 
and  the  valuable  improvements  introduced  into  this 
edition  both  by  the  author  and  the  American  editor, 
greatly  enhance  its  value.  Its  general  circulation 
among  the  profession  would  greatly  tend  to  correct  the 
disgraceful  quackeries  which  abound  in  the  treatment 
of  this  important  class  of  maladies,  and  which  too  often 
fall  into  the  hands  of  empirics,  because  of  the  lamenta- 
ble deficiency  of  information  among  the  profession, 
which  is  the  source  of  their  failure  ;  and  has  probably 
given  currency  to  the  opinion  often  expressed,  that  cu- 
taneous diseases  are  among  the  opprobria  medicorum. 
Let  this  manual  be  studied,  and  placed  in  every  medi- 
cal library  as  a  book  of  reference  in  this  department. 


Discriminating  Benevolence. 
Among  the  liberal  bequests  of  the  late  Augustus 
Graham,  Esq.  of  Brooklyn,  we  observe  a  legacy  of 
$5000,  to  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital,  for  the  purchase 
of  Surgical  Instruments,  apparatus,  &c.  including  a 
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Hydrostatic  bed  and  other  improvements  of  modern 
science,  for  the  benefit  of  the  wounded  and  sick  poor 
■who  may  become  inmates  of  this  charity.  The  name 
and  memory  of  such  a  testator,  merits  an  enduring  me- 
morial, evincing  as  it  does,  alike  his  humanity  and  good 
sense,  a  combination  rarely  exhibited  in  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  even  benevolent  men. 

Fire  Annihilator. 

The  public  experiments  recently  made  with  this 
catch-penny  imposture,  have  abundantly  confirmed  the 
justice  of  our  strictures  in  late  numbers  of  the  Gazette; 
and  after  the  testimony  of  those  qualified  to  judge,  as 
were  the  veteran  firemen  who  witnessed  the  late  ex- 
hibition, and  certify  to  its  failure,  we  are  not  surprised 
at  the  outbreak  of  popular  indignation  which  resulted. 
The  patentee,  however,  means  to  die  hard,  since  he 
pleads  for  still  another  experimental  trial,  instead  of 
testing  his  machines  in  some  one  of  the  nightly  fires, 
which  are  ever  occurring  in  all  our  cities,  which  it  must 
be  obvious  would  be  the  dictate  of  honesty,  if  this  were 
heeded. 


Meat  Biscuit. 

This  novel  invention  of  Mr.  Borden,  to  which  we  re- 
ferred in  our  last  number,  is  beginning  to  attract  public 
attention,  as  it  deserves.  Its  adaptation  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  beef  tea,  broth,  or  soup  of  any  desired  consis- 
tence, for  the  use  of  invalids;  and  especially  for  the 
supply  of  Hospitals ;  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
physicians  in  Europe,  and  merits  the  notice  of  medical 
men  here,  as  an  American  invention  which  has  earned 
the  highest  award  at  the  World's  Fair. 

Should  public  benevolence  be  called  upon  in  any  of 
our  cities  to  provide  soup  houses  for  the  poor,  a  few 
pounds  of  this  Meat  Biscuit  would  furnish  hogsheads 
of  wholesome  and  delicious  soup,  to  which  peas  or 
vegetables  of  any  kind  may  be  added,  to  render  it  still 
more  palatable  and  nutritious.  It  has  the  advantage 
of  being  speedily  prepared,  and  can  be  obtained  at  a 
very  low  price. 

Professor  J.  K.  Mitchell. 

We  have  been  favored  with  a  copy  of  the  able  and 
instructive  lecture  of  this  distinguished  teacher  in  the 
Jefferson  Medical    College    of  Philadelphia.  "The 
progress  of  recent  science,"  is  the  subject  chosen,  which 
is  elaborated  with  the  excellent  taste  and  rare  scholar- 
ship which  are  characteristic  of   its  author,  whose 
popularity  with  his  class  is  well  merited  by  his  devo-  I 
tion  to  their  interests.    If  the  limits  of  our  humble  I 
sheet  did  not  forbid,  we  should  transfer  much  of  this  | 
learned  discourse  to  our  pages,  but  can  only  make  room  j 
for  a  single  sentence,  which  may  serve  to  show  its  prac- 
tical character. 

"  We  are  too  apt  to  think  that  discoveries  require  I 
a  special  genius,  and  a  rare  combination  of  talents.  Yet 
if  we  examine  the  private  history  of  even  the  greatest  \ 
scientific  achievements,  we  shall  learn  that  attention 
and  industry  contributed  more  than  genius  or  peculiar  { 


talent  to  the  advancement  of  science.  As  Action! 
Action!  ACTION!  is  the  essence  of  oratory,  Work! 
Work!  WOPJv!  is  the  soul  of  discovery. 

*  That  no  man  is  a  hero  to  his-  valet  de  chambre,  is 
a  trite  remark,  but  one  from  which  we  may  extract  a 
valuable  lesson.  The  nearer  we  approach  to  great  men, 
the  less  do  they  commonly  seem  to  be.  The  more  we 
see  of  them,  the  more  do  they  descend  to  the  level  of 
common  humanity.  In  conversation  they  are  seldom 
remarkable  for  either  thought  or  expression,  and  not 
unfrequently  a  successful  interrogator  of  nature  asks 
commonplace  questions  and  gives  commonplace  answers. 
In  fine,  when  men  are  brought  into  immediate  and  ex- 
temporaneous assemblies,  the  differences  by  which  they 
are  separated  by  fame  and  achievement,  seem  to  dwin- 
dle into  insignificance.  They  can  show  then  only  their 
talents,  and  these  differ  generally  but  little  from  those 
of  others ;  but  they  cannot  then  show  the  indomitable 
will,  the  prolonged  search,  the  untiring  patience,  the 
hope  deferred,  which  maketh  not  them  sick,  but  rather 
invigorates  resolve,  and  strengthens  persistency.  The 
brilliancy  of  an  era  in  science  will  more  depend  upon 
the  habits  and  spirit  of  the  age,  than  upon  its  peculiar 
men,  or  its  eccentric  minds.  The  first  germ  of,  at  least, 
physical  truth,  is  commonly  an  accident.  The  inatten- 
tive man  may  overlook  it,  the  careless  man  undervalue 
it,  or  the  indolent  man  neglect  it,  and  it  may  thus  be 
lost  for  a  time  to  the  world.  But  nature  knocks  fre- 
quently at  the  door  of  observation,  and  attracts  at  last 
the  attention  of  some  one  whose  curiosity  prompts  him 
to  investigate  experimentally,  and  whose  good  sense 
teaches  him  that  nothing  new  in  nature  can  be  valueless. 

Simple   Cupping  Instrument. 

(Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.  April,  1851.)  At  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  District  Medical  Society, 
Dr.  Gould  exhibited  a  new  instrument  for  cupping, 
formed  of  a  thick,  firm,  hollow  India-rubber  ball  cut  in 
half.  In  applying  it,  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  place 
the  concave  surface  on  the  part  that  is  to  be  cupped, 
and  press  down  the  centre  to  exhaust  the  air,  after 
which  the  fingers  may  be  taken  off,  and  the  ball  will  be 
found  to  adhere,  and  quite  firmly,  too,  by  means  of  the 
vacuum  created.  For  all  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
cupping  this  simple  contrivance  will  be  found  most 
effectual,  and  particularly  in  dry  cupping.  It  has  ad- 
vantages over  glass  cups,  either  with  or  without  the 
pump,  and  the  cost  of  a  dozen  of  them  would  not  ex- 
ceed a  dollar;  besides,  there  can  be  no  breakage  or 
liability  to  get  out  of  order,  nor  is  anything  required  to 
exhaust  the  air  from  them,  save  the  pressure  spoken  of 
when  they  are  applied.'  To  the  country  practitioner, 
who  cannot  always  have  leeches  at  his  command,  this 
simple  and  cheap  substitute  will  be  most  acceptable. 

New-York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

A  report  of  the  last  meeting  has  been  crowded  out,  but 
will  appear  in  our  next  nninber.  The  attempt  to  proscribe 
a  Medical  College  by  erecting  a  censorship  over  the  exercise 
of  their  chartered  rights,  met  an  inglorious  defeat. 
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Address  delivered  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  at 
the  Funeral  of  Dr.  John  Kearney  Rogers,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Potts. 

"  Wc  have  come  hither  to  bury  our  dead."  Forty 
years  ago  the  grand -parent,  the  venerable  and  ex- 
cellent Dr.  John  Rodgers,  the  Pastor  of  this  Church 
for  4  7  years,  was  laid  aside  from  his  labors;  and 
eighteen  years  ago,  the  parent,  Dr.  Jno.  R.  B.  Rod- 
gers, eminent  in  the  medical  profession,  an  exemplary 
Christian,  and  long  an  office-bearer  in  this  Church, 
was  lnid  beside  his  father — and  now  we  multiply  these 
■acred  relics  of  two  generations,  by  adding  to  them  the 
mortal  remains  of  our  friend  and  brother,  a  worthy 
scion  of  a  worthy  stock.  He  too,  was  "  eminent  and 
excellent:"  his  removal  has  occurred  at  the  meridian 
hour  of  usefulness  and  distinction.  His  sun  has  set  at 
noon ;  and  we  are  gathered  here,  to  testify  that  we 
loved  and  revered  him  while  living,  and  to  mourn  that 
we  shall  see  his  face  no  more  on  earth. 

He  bore  many  relations,  and  in  every  one  of  them 
will  his  departure  be  keenly  felt.    By  his  intelligence, 
skill  and  fidelity  in  his  profession,  he  has  held  a  very 
large  place  in  the  respect  of  his  professional  brethren. 
He  has  long  been  eminent  among  the  most  eminent  not 
only  in  this  city,  but  through  the  land  :  no  small  honor 
this,  in  a  calling  so  honorable,  and  so  ably  and  nume- 
rously occupied.    A  very  large  circle  of  families  who 
confided  in  him,  will  also  mourn  that  their  "  beloved 
physician,"  to  whose  skill  they  had  looked  for  the  cure 
or  alleviation  of  disease,  is  no  more  to  visit  them  in 
their  hours  of  sickness,  and  refresh  them  with  his  be- 
nevolent sympathizing  smile.    Those  too  of  the  poor,  to 
whom  he  devoted  a  share  of  his  time  and  purse,  must 
now  turn  for  relief  to  his  brethren  of  a  profession,  to 
which  (it  is  right  to  sa}'  here)  the  poor  are  as  largely 
debtors  for  self  denied  and  disinterested  but  unrecorded 
services,  as  to  any  class  of  benefactors  in  the  commu- 
nity.   An  extended  circle  of  friends  will  mourn  their 
loss  as  they  recall  the  frank,  open-hearted,  honorable 
and  steady  friendship,  which  served  to  brighten  the 
hours  of  social  intercourse.    The  Institutions  which 
are  much  indebted  to  him  as  one  of  their  founders,  or 
advisers,  will  miss  his  untiring  zeal,  and  judicious  coun- 
sel.   The  Church  and  the  Cause  of  Religion,  which  owe 
much  to  his  silent  influence,  and  to  the  firmness  with 
which  upon  all  proper  occasions  he  professed  his  Faith 
in  Christ,  must  console  herself  for  the  loss  of  this 
Christian  physician,  by  the  knowledge  that  she  has  yet 
left  many  of  a  like  spirit,  whose  skill  is  beautified  by  the 
lustre  of  a  noble  Christian  life.    But  what  shall  I  say 
of  the  acuter  grief  which  the  Husband,  the  Father,  the 
Brother  has  left  behind  him  in  the  sacred  privacy  of 
the  family.    Let  us  not  invade  that  privacy :  let  us 
leave  it  to  the  ministrations  of  the  holy  and  supporting 
truths  which  carried  their  beloved  one  through  the 
last  conflict  so  peacefully  and  firmly.    May  lie  who 
brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  great 
Shepherd  of  the  Sheep,  comfort  their  hearts  witli  the 
holy  faith,  that,,  "  them  who  sleep  in  Jesus,  will  God 


bring  with  him,  and  so  they  shall  be  ever  with  the 
Lord." 

We  are  not  now,  for  the  first  time,  following  one 
''who  goeth  to  his  long  home."    Death  has  lost  its 
strangeness.     It  has  reigned  over  all  men,  and  here 
we  have  only  a  repetition  of  lessons  already  inculcated 
many  times.     And  yet,  although  the  mourners  go 
about  our  streets  so  frequently,  we  all  feel  that  there 
hangs  about  the  last  hours  of  a  human  life,  a  sacred 
and  solemn  importance  which  belongs  to  no  other 
period.    We  naturally  ask,  What  were  its  peculiar  ex- 
periences ?  What  form  did  treacherous  disease  assume 
when  it  came  to  do  its  last  work  1    What  were  the 
fluctuations  of  hope  and  apprehension  in  the  minds  of 
the  assiduous  watchers,  who  sought  to  arrest  or  soften 
the  final  blow  1    But  above  all,  how  stood  the  soul, 
the  spiritual  occupant  of  the  tabernacle,  as  it  witnessed 
the  taking  down  of  one  part  after  another  of  the  tent 
in  which  it  had  dwelt?    How  did  it  look  forth,  for  the 
last  time,  from  its  windows,  until  they  were  darkened, 
upon  the  familiar  objects,  which  had  ministered  to  its 
pleasures  and  occupied  its  thoughts  and  labors  so  many 
years'?    How  did  it  contemplate  its  critical  change  1 
what  did  it  think  of  its  destination  ?  what  solicitudes, 
what  hopes  aud  fears,  what  agitations  or  confidences 
did  then  disturb  or  soothe  it  ? 

My  friends,  it  becomes  me  to  lift  the  curtain  of  his 
last  hours,  and  to  give  you  here  a  glimpse  at  least,  of 
that  hidden  life  of  the  soul  which  revealed  itself  during 
his  contest  with  disease.  To  others  I  leave  the  ques- 
tions of  the  nature  and  workings  of  the  subtle  miner 
who  out  of  sight  carried  his  approaches  tip  into  the 
very  citadel  of  the  corporeal  life.  It  is  of  the  higher 
life  I  speak,  when  I  say,  that  its  diseases  were  not 
mortal,  that  wc  saw  how  it  was  rapidly  undergoing  the 
cure  of  the  great  Physician,  and  how  tokens  cf  the  ap- 
proach of  complete  and  indestructable  health  increased 
steadily,  until  the  sanctifying  spirit  of  God  finished  his 
work  as  the  last  blow  was  struck  by  the  removal  of  a 
body  which  oppressed  its  noblest  functions.  As  tho 
outward  man  perished,  we  saw  the  inward  man  re- 
newed da)r  by  day.  From  the  first  day,  when  our 
friend  and  brother  laid  himself  down  upon  the  bed 
from  which  he  was  not  destined  to  rise,  and  at  a  time 
when  he  had  no  idea  that  his  last  attack  had  come,  he 
expressed,  with  directness  and  simplicity,  his  Faith  and 
Hope — and  left  us  not  in  doubt  that  he  had  within  him 
the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  understanding.  Early 
in  life  he  had  chosen  the  hallowed  principles  of  the 
Christian  faith,  as  his  guides,  his  directors  and  comfort- 
ers, and  never  swerved  from  those  settled  convictions 
which  had  led  him  safely  through  the  numerous  temp- 
tations which  surrounded  his  youth  at  home,  and  when 
abroad  in  other  lands.  He  escaped  also  from  the  se- 
ductions of  the  false  materializing  philosophy  to  which 
so  many  of  his  chosen  profession  fall  victims.  He  could  ' 
not  yield  himself  to  the  thought  that  the  outward  and 
visible  organism  constitutes  the  whole  of  the  living. 
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sentient,  thinking,  feeling  man,  but  lie  felt  that  a  true 
induction  of  physical  and  mental  phenomena  would 
never  permit  a  candid  reasoner  to  confound  them,  by 
identifying  them  as  the  same  in  nature  and  destination. 
Spirituality  and  immortality  were  parts  of  his  science, 
and  solved  for  him  many  of  the  phenomena  of  human 
life,  inexplicable  without  them.  But  when,  to  all  that 
reason  and  observation  could  suggest  upon  these  sub- 
jects, he  added  the  overpowering  testimonies  presented 
by  the  revelations  of  heaven,  bringing  life  and  immor- 
tality to  light,  and  when,  addressing  themselves  to  his 
inner  consciousness  of  sinfulness  and  want,  he  listened 
in  faith  to  those  revelations,  they  brought  him  to  the 
full  and  explicit  avowal  of  his  convictions  that  in  Christ 
— Christ  the  Teacher,  Christ  the  expiating  High  Priest 
— Christ  the  King  and  Ruler — is  life  eternal.  The 
power  of  these  convictions  revealed  itself  when  the 
strain  of  trial  came.  Calmly  did  he  declare  that  in  "Re- 
demption through  Christ  Jesus"  (the  scorned  and  hated 
faith  upon  which  Pharisee  and  Sadducee  of  all  ages 
have  tried  their  power) — rested  his  hope  as  a  man,  as 
a  sinner,  as  an  humble  believer.  Through  his  illness 
and  as  the  last  of  earth  appeared  to  his  eyes — when  he 
felt  that  the  golden  bowl  was  breaking — here,  at  the 
Cross,  symbol  at  once  of  his  sinfulness  and  his  deliver- 
ance from  sin — he  laid  his  burdens  down,  saying,  "I 
am  happy,"  "  I  am  at  peace."  Having  uttered  these 
and  similar  assurances  he  literally  departed  as  one  who 
falls  asleep.  I  would  not  disparage  the  life  we  live 
here,  by  urging  too  far  the  thoughts  of  its  brevity,  un- 
certainty, feebleness  and  exposure  to  evil.  For  in  this 
short  life,  this  uncertain,  feeble,  suffering  life,  great 
things  may  be  done,  great  benefits  interchanged,  great 
foundations  laid,  great  interests  secured.  But  allowing 
all  the  importance  which  can  be  justly  claimed  for  its 
honors  or  pleasures — it  is  when  we  surround  the  grave, 
that  wc  feel  that  the  preparatory  character  of  our  pre- 
sent life  can  alone  redeem  it  from  the  charge  of  being 
an  abortive,  unmatured  thing,  like  an  untimely  birth. 
When  regarded  as  a  heginnmg,  it  loses  half  its  confound- 
ing mysteries.  Its  best  successes  cease  to  be  paltry, 
its  struggles  and  defeats  assume  a  high  importance. 
The  nursery  of  the  child,  the  school-room  of  the  boy, 
are  the  moulds  of  the  man.  This  world  is  but  the 
nursery  and  the  school-room.  Mighty  powers  of  soul, 
often  showing  themselves  in  appetences  and  longings  and 
dreams  of  the  vast  future — cannot  find  an  adequate 
vent  here.  They  must  struggle  outward  and  upward. 
And  it  is  this  stretching  of  the  wings  that  the  Christian 
faith  so  largely  encourages.  For  ourselves  and  for 
others  our  fore-runners  in  the  race  of  life,  how  en- 
nobling the  prospect  which  a  higher  and  grander  and 
purer  life  holds  outl  How  it  dissipates  the  gloom 
which  must  otherwise  envelope  the  grave  of  the  body, 
to  know  that  the  dropping  of  that  body  is  a  tiiumphant 
stage  in  our  progress — an  escape  as  of  a  prisoner.  The 
prisoner,  the  soul,  is  not  in  its  natural  and  normal  state 
when  so  confined.  It  feels  itself  hemmed  in  by  bolts 
and  bars.    In  the  furrows  of  care  which  seam  every 


countenance,  what  do  we  see  but  the  inscriptions  upon 
the  prison  walls  in  which  the  prisoner  has  written  his 
griefs  and  longings  for  a  better  life? 

What  then  do  we  owe  to  Him  who  has  enabled  us 
to  look  across  the  chasm  ;  nay  to  see  it  bridged  and 
made  passable  to  the  traveller,  and  to  enjoy  prospec- 
tively that  which  we  shall  enjoy  really— a  grand,  un- 
confined,  progressive  life,  of  which  the  chief  character- 
istic will  be  its  purity.  For  it  was  in  such  "earnest 
expectation  and  hope"  that  our  departed  brother  con- 
templated the  contrasted  values  of  the  life  that  now  is, 
and  that  which  is  to  come.  Let  me  then  seize  the  occa- 
sion to  commend  his  Hope  to  your  acceptance.  First, 
as  to  the  attainment  of  knowledge.  We  do  not  under- 
rate his  attainments  in  knowledge  and  skill,  when  we 
say  that  we  regard  them  as  little  more  than  the  alpha- 
bet of  the  child,  when  compared  with  the  attainable 
knowledge  which  is  to  be  gathered  in  that  higher  con- 
dition. We  are  under  the  power  of  limiting  circum- 
stances. We  cannot  know  all,  nor  can  our  knowledge 
secure  us  against  some  of  the  most  familiar  evils  of  life. 
W e  catch,  after  all  but  glimpses  of  the  great  secrets  of 
material  organisms.  And  the  still  higher  topics  of 
thought!  God,  the  chief  of  all,  his  works  of  Providence, 
his  perfections  as  discovered  in  the  workings  of  Re- 
demption, the  harmonizing  of  his  attributes  which  now 
so  often  seem  to  cross  and  contradict  each  other,  the 
bearings  and  dependencies  of  events  which  occur  in 
social  and  individual  history — how  many  problems  to  be 
solved  do  these  topics  present !  But  we  must  leave  these 
to  that  holy  future,  for  we  are  not  now  capable  of  solving 
them. 

Now  we  are  only  able  to  survey 
Dawnings  of  beams  and  glimmerings  of  day, 
Heaven's  fuller  affluence  mocks  our  dazzled  sight, 
Too  great  its  swiftness  and  too  strong  its  light. 

And  to  a  soul  conscious  of  the  possession  of  noble 
faculties,  and  which  under  their  impulse  bounds  forward 
as  his  did,  but  finds  itself  restrained  in  every  direction, 
does  not  the  thought  of  emancipation  and  final  pro- 
gress, present  an  argument  which  calms  the  disturban- 
ces produced  by  its  present  attachments,  and  makes  it 
"willing  to  be  gone."  Furthermore  need  I  commend 
to  you  that  other  stimulus  to  his  christian  desire  to 
enter  upon  the  future,  viz.  that  it  is  an  escape  from  care, 
toil  and  suffering?  Not  an  escape  from  activity :  no: 
but  from  the  discipline  of  sorrow  and  care  which  at- 
tends all  activity  here.  Such  a  discipline  is  indeed  a 
necessary,  just  and  wise  ordination  of  God.  It  is 
therefore  a  good,  but  only  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
firmly  held  knife  of  the  surgeon  and  the  amputation  of 
the  corrupted  limb  are  a  good.  The  evils  which  are 
inevitable  in  the  pathway  of  life,  are  not  in  themselves 
desirable,  and  we  need  some  other  power  to  meet  them 
than  that  of  a  dogged  stoical  bravado.  Faith  only 
makes  them  profitable,  by  quickening  our  humility,  and 
stimulating  our  desires  .to  escape  from  the  sin  which 
has  made  them  inevitable  ;  Death  ends  them,  by  ending 
the  cause  of  them.    "  The  rest  that  remaineth  for  the 
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people  of  God"  derives  its  name  from  the  fact  that  all 
service  here,  is  at  least  accompanied  by  toil — while 
there  the  soul  shall  ceaselessly  and  actively  employ 
itself  without  toil  or  fatigue  and  with  none  of  the  hin- 
derances  of  outward  evil,  or  from  feebleness  or  sickness 
in  the  body,  its  wonderful  but  imperfect  instrument. 
The  opposing  ideas  of  rest  and  activity  are  harmonized 
only  in  such  a  condition.  Holy,  therefore,  and  full  of 
meaning  are  the  words  with  which  we  are  wont  to  fol- 
low the  departure  of  every  one  who  under  Christ's 
guidance,  has  entered  upon  the  unseen,  "  Blessed  are 
the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth :  for 
they  do  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  shall 
follow  them."  One  of  the  grounds  of  celestial  happi- 
ness we  may  believe  is  a  continued  approximation  to 
the  Infinite.  It  is  the  asymptote  and  the  curve  of  a 
Finite  and  Infinite  nature,  ever  nearing  but  never  meet- 
ing. This  implies  activity.  The  rest  is  the  reposing 
motion  of  the  eagle.  "You  cannot  see  the  stirring  of 
his  wings,  and  yet  he  soars." 

But  finally  and  chiefly,  I  commend  earnestly  our 
departed  brother's  hope  in  respect  to  the  chief  object 
of  it :  deliverance  from  all  sin,  Avith  its  attendant  im- 
purities. It  was  not,  that  he  desired  death  as  an 
escape  from  disciplinary  pain  and  toil — but  as  an 
escape  from  sin,  that  we  urge  you  to  imitate  his  ex- 
ample. He  learned  at  the  Cross,  where  to  find  forgive- 
ness, and  how  to  hate  sin.  He  saw  there  its  pardon 
secured  and  its  habitual  power  broken,  and  the  hope  of  a 
final  deliverance  in  Heaven  sealed.  Defilement  from  sin, 
is  the  great  evil,  only  to  be  terminated  there.  To  a  sen- 
sitive soul,  the  spectacles  and  sounds  of  living  misery, 
the  anguish  of  disappointment,  the  humiliations  of 
jealousy  and  envy,  and  their  fruit  calumny,  these  and 
kindred  inflictions,  will  be  evils  worth  escaping.  But 
beyond  and  above  all  these  outer  evils  are  the  inner- 
most struggles  with  the  stupifying,  belittling,  debasing 
and  polluting  influence  of  sin;  its  intrusion  in  the  de- 
ceptive forms  of  unbelief,  pride,  vanity  and  world-loving, 
all  hanging  like  leaden  weights  upon  the  wings  of  Faith, 
Hope  and  Charity.  To  be  released  from  these,  he  was 
willing  to  quit  all  else  and  pass  through  the  mystery 
of  death.  Purity  was,  to  his  Faith,  the  culminating 
glory  of  heaven.  To  be  made  holy,  was  according  to 
his  creed,  to  be  made  happy. 

He  is  gone :  his  remembrance  will  soon  be  all  that 
is  left  to  us  on  earth.  His  place  at  the  fireside,  at  the 
bed-side,  in  the  house  of  God,  will  be  no  more  filled  by 
himself,  but  by  others.  And  for  a  season,  we  must  be 
allowed  to  mourn  for  our  loss.  But  blessed  be  God — 
all  selfish  considerations  are  swallowed  up  in  the  glori- 
ous thought  that  he  is  gone  to  the  God  of  his  fathers. 


The  Clinical  Lectures  at  Bellevue,  which  have  been 
announced  with  such  a  flourish  of  trumpets,  have  turned 
out  to  be  a  failure.  Better  luck  next  time.  Our  cor- 
respondent will  excuse  this  brief  note  which  is  all  for 
which  we  have  room. 
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Two  Cases  of  Compound  Fracture. 

CONSERVATIVE    SURGERY    WITH    OBSERVATIONS,  BY 

John  O'Reily  51.  D. 

Licentiate  and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ire- 
land, and  Resident  Fellow  of  the  New- York  Academy  of 
Medicine. 

Mr.  John  Hegarty  aged  23  years,  born  in  Ireland, 
of  bilious  temperament  and  sober  habits,  whilst  em- 
ployed in  a  foundry  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  on  the 
18th  of  April,  1851,  had  the  right  tibia  obliquely  frac- 
tured in  two  places  a  little  below  its  centre,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  fibula  sustained  a  comminuted  fracture 
by  the  falling  of  several  boiler  plates,  measuring  twelve 
feet  in  length,  on  his  leg.  A  lacerated  and  contused 
wound  corresponded  to,  and  communicated  with  each 
fracture. 

The  fragment  or  middle  portion  of  the  tibia  be- 
tween the  two  fractures  protruded  through  the  wound. 

Considerable  haemorrhage  took  place,  which  was 
followed  by  much  debility  and  sinking  of  the  vital  pow- 
ers. The  case  being  one  of  an  aggravated  character, 
presenting  a  frightful  appearance — the  leg  being  literal- 
ly hanging  off,  several  medical  practitioners  on  witness- 
ing the  vast  extent  of  the  mischief,  urged  the  necessity 
of  amputation,  as  the  only  remedy  to  meet  its  urgency. 
The  patient  and  his  relatives  protested  against  having 
recourse  to  such  an  alternative. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st.  I  was  requested  to 
visit  him,  and  assured  that  whatever  suggestions  I  gave 
would  be  acted  on. 

Finding  no  evidence  of  mortification,  that  the  hoe- 
morrhage  had  abated,  that  the  patient's  constitution 
was  good,  I  stated  my  conviction  that  there  was  a  pos- 
sibility to  preserve  the  leg. 

Having  recommended  the  patient  to  have  anodynes 
and  restoratives,  as  well  as  the  leg  to  be  placed  in  a 
proper  position,  and  water  dressings  applied,  I  took  my 
leave. 

On  the  1st  of  May  I  was  again  called  on  to  ex- 
amine the  patient,  and  told  by  the  messenger  that  the 
doctor  in  attendance  insisted  that  the  leg  should  be  cut 
off,  and  that  he  (the  doctor)  had  Dr.  Mott,  who  was 
visiting  a  patient  in  Newark,  to  see  him. 

Previous  to  going  to  Newark  I  waited  on  Professor 
Mott,  and  had  the  gratification  to  learn  that  the  opinion 
of  this  eminent  and  celebrated  surgeon  coincided  with 
my  own  views  of  the  case.  Dr.  Mott  further  told  me 
that  the  doctors  in  Newark  had  determined  on  amputa- 
tion, and  would  have  carried  out  their  intention,  only 
for  his  remonstrance. 

On  the  2d  of  May  I  succeeded  in  removing  the 
fragment  of  the  libia,  comprising  about  three  quarters 
of  an  inch  of  the  entire  shaft  of  the  bone,  and  measur- 
ing over  two  inches  in  length,  of  a  diamond  shape. 
Haemorrhage,  it  should  be  mentioned,  took  place  from 
the  wound  over  the  tibia,  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  of  May, 
and  was  arrested  by  inserting  pieces  of  sponge  into  the 
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•wound  and  making  slight  pressure  with  a  tourniquet 
over  the  femoral  artery. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  I  again  visited  the  patient,  when 
I  opposed  the  removal  of  the  sponge  by  the  doctor,  as 
being  likely  to  be  succeeded  by  further  haemorrhage, 
which  I  felt  convinced  the  patient  could  not  bear  up 
against,  whereupon  the  Doctor  declined  having  any 
further  to  do  with  the  case. 

The  entire  responsibility  now  devolved  on  me.  The 
patient  being  in  a  debilitated  condition,  I  directed  him 
to  have  an  anodyne  at  bed  time,  bark  mixture  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  generous  diet  and  milk  punch. 

On  the  12th  of  May  I  removed  the  sponge — applied 
warm  dressing  a  many  tailed  bandage,  and  a  suitable 
apparatus  to  keep  the  limb  in  a  proper  position. 

On  the  14th  of  May  I  examined  the  leg,  and  found 
suppuration  going  on  freely.  It  is  unnecessary  to  give 
the  details  after  the  last  date  so  minutely,  suffice  it  to 
say  there  was  profuse  suppuration  with  slight  ex-Folia- 
tion of  the  tibia,  and  no  attempt  at  union  was  perceptible 
up  to  the  20th  of  August. 

Hectic  fever  was  kept  off  by  the  constitutional  treat- 
ment, already  specified,  being  strictly  adhered  to :  in- 
deed the  imbibition  of  stimulants  and  restoratives  was 
not  confined  to  specific  quantities,  but  given  in  abun- 
dance. 

First  of  Nov.  the  patient  can  .walk  with  crutch- 
es— the  wounds  are  cicatrized — union  of  the  bones  has 
taken  place,  and  he  is  in  good  health.  The  cicatrization 
of  the  wound  was  promoted  by  the  application  of  caus- 
tic wash  and  dry  lint,  and  the  union  of  the  bones  fa- 
vored by  the  continued  application  of  the  splint.  The 
leg  is  shortened  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch ;  but 
destined  to  fulfil  its  former  functions. 

29th  of  November,  the  patient  has  walked  to  Belle- 
ville, since  last  report,  feels  the  leg  much  stronger,  the 
muscles  are  becoming  developed — the  limb  has  gained 
much  in  appearance. 

15th  December,  the  patient  can  lean  almost  his  en- 
tire weight  on  the  right  leg,  which  now  presents  an  ex- 
cellent appearance.  The  union  of  the  fracture  in  the 
tibia,  as  well  as  the  fibula,  in  every  respect  is  complete 
and  strong.  The  patient  expects  shortly  to  resume  his 
employment. 


2d  Case. — James  Keigan  aged  33,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, of  sanguineous  temperament  and  temperate  habits, 
had  his  right  foot  crushed  by  the  breaker  of  the  Rail- 
Road  baggage  car,  at  6  o'clock  A.  M„  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1851,  at  Newark. 

On  examination  at  6  o'clock  P.  M.  a  lacerated 
wound  was  found  extending  on  the  inner  aspect  of  the 
foot,  from  within  an  inch  of  the  internal  malleolus,  to 
the  ball  of  the  great  toe,  opening  in  its  traget,  the  ar- 
ticulation between  the  scaphoid  and  internal  cuneiform 
bones,  and  communicating  with  a  fracture  in  the  latter 
about  its  centre.  The  parts  covering  the  middle  and 
external  cuneiform,  as  well  as  the  2d,  3d  and  4th  me- 


tatarsal bones  were  lacerated  and  contused.  The  pha- 
langes of  the  2d  and  3d  toes  suffered  from  fracture  as 
well  as  contusion  of  the  soft  parts.  The  fourth  toe  also 
sustained  some  laceration,  a  lacerated  wound  about  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  extent,  in  the  centre  of  the  sole  of 
the  foot.  On  grasping  the  foot,  it  gave  a  sensation  as 
if  the  bones  of  the  turms  and  metatarsus  were  in  a  state 
of  relaxation.  Such  being  the  condition  of  the  foot,  it 
will  not  create  surprise,  that  several  of  the  best  surgeons 
in  Newark  strongly  urged  amputation,  against  which 
expedient,  however,  the  patient  vehemently  protested, 
and  at  once  dismissed  his  medical  attendants,  and  sent 
for  me,  and  placed  himself  under  my  care. 

Although  the  case  presented  such  a  formidable  ap- 
pearance, I  resolved  to  give  him  a  chance  of  having  his 
foot.  I  accordingly  prescribed  an  anodyne,  and  applied 
warm  dressings  to  the  wound.  2d  October,  patient 
complains  of  pain  in  the  2d  and  3d  toes,  ordered  to 
continue  the  anodyne  and  the  same  local  application. 

3d  October. — Has  had  great  pain  in  the  toes — was 
delirious — had  no  sleep — pulse  quick  and  small — tongue 
brown  and  dry — countenance  sunk — 2d  and  3d  toes  in 
a  state  of  gangrene — ordered  beef  tea,  milk  punch,  a 
draught  containing  a  grain  of  acetate  of  morphine  night 
and  morning,  and  a  fomenting  poultice  to  be  applied. 

4th  October. — Has  had  a  better  night — gangrene 
has  not  increased — toes  sphacelated  ;  the  same  treat- 
ment as  on  yesterday. 

5th. — No  improvement,  no  change  in  treatment. 

6th  Oct. — Had  a  very  bad  night,  had  violent  pain 
— was  delireous — pulse  very  quick  and  small — tongue 
brown  and  dry — countenance  sunk  and  anxious — soft 
parts  already  noted  as  being  lacerated,  now  attacked 
with  gangrene.  The  wound  on  the  inside  of  the  foot, 
has  an  unhealthy  ash-colored  look — ordered  to  take  a 
grain  of  morphine  three  times  daily,  and  continue  the 
regimen  as  before. 

7th  Oct. — Feels  better — grangrene  has  not  spread. 

8th  Oct. — Patient  improving — line  of  demarcation 
visible — phalanges  of  2d  and  3d  toes  falling  off. 

9th  Oct. — Metatarsal  bone  of  the  second  toe  sepa- 
rated from  middle  cuneiform  bone,  and  half  of  metatar- 
sal bone  of  3d  toe  where  it  was  fractured. 

10th  Oct. — All  the  sphacelated  parts  have  sloughed 
off — patient  feels  comfortable — tongue  moist — pulse 
slower  and  fuller — ordered  to  take  one  grain  of  mor- 
phine at  bed  [time,  and  have  the  same  support  as  on 
former  days. 

11th  Oct. — Tbe  patient  is  going  on  well  ;  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  foot  is  deformed  by  a  deep  chasm  be- 
tween the  1st  and  3d  metatarsal  bone,  which  is  ren- 
dered more  unseemly  by  the  loss  of  half  the  latter  bone. 
The  external  cuneiform  bone  being  exposed,  is  found 
fractured.  The  first  metatarsal  bone  is  quite  moveable. 
The  internal  cuneiform  is  pushed  upwards.  The  foot 
to  use  expressive  terms  at  this  date,  was  in  a  state  of 
dilapidation  and  disorganization.  On  consulting  with 
Dr.  Gallagher,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  the  New- 
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York  College  of  Medicine,  who  accompanied  me,  I  de- 
termined to  try  the  efforts  of  nature,  in  the  reparation 
of  the  foot.  I  therefore  approximated  the  first  meta- 
tarsal bone  towards  the  third  applied  lent  and  simple 
dressing,  strapped  up  the  foot  with  adhesive  plaster, 
put  on  a  roller,  and  adjusted  the  foot  by  the  application 
of  splints. 

The  patient  was  ordered  to  partake  freely  of  all 
kinds  of  nutriment,  and  to  have  milk  punch  or  double 
X  porter,  ad  libitum,  as  well  as  bark.  To  stop  taking 
the  anodyne. 

14th  Oct. — Removed  the  dressing,  suppuration  of  a 
healthy  character.  14th.  Granulations  springing  up — 
patient's  health  much  improved. 

1st  Nov. — Since  last  report,  luxuriant  granulations 
have  supplied  the  place  of  the  lost  parts — union  of  the 
fractured  bones  has  taken  place — the  great  toe  lies  in 
juxta-position  with  the  fourth — the  tarsus  as  well  as 
metatarsus  feels  firm. 

29th  Nov. — Amelioration  has  been  steadily  going 
on  for  the  last  four  weeks — the  patient  is  desirous  to 
get  liberty  to  walk — cicatrization  by  the  application 
of  caustic  wash,  dry  lent  and  oiled  silk,  is  taking  place 
rapidly — foot  has  not  lost  much  of  its  normal  shape,  its 
condition  at  this  date  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  an- 
ticipations.  A  superficial  observer  would  scarcely  no- 
tice the  defect  in  the  foot,  by  the  loss  of  the  toes. 

15th  Dec. — Patient  has  been  walking  about  for 
the  last  few  days,  with  the  assistance  of  crutches — ci- 
catrization nearly  complete — the  foot  looks  remarkably 
well,  and  the  patient  says  he  can  walk  on  it  if  allowed, 
which  is  not  deemed  prudent,  for  obvious  reasons  for 
the  present. 

The  foregoing  cases  must  be  considered  highly  in- 
teresting, as  demonstrating  the  advantages  deriveable 
from  conservative  surgery.  Some  years  ago,  surgeons 
would  he  deemed  culpable  to  hesitate  in  performing 
amputation,  under  such  critical  circumstances  ;  but  now 
it  is  the  boast  and  ambition  bf  modern  surgeons,  to  pre- 
serve the  members  of  the  human  body,  in  every  instance 
where  there  is  any  prospect  of  attaining  such  a  desira- 
ble consummation.  The  substitute  of  an  artificial  leg  or 
arm,  constructed  on  the  most  improved  principles,  is  by 
no  means  as  satisfactory  to  an  individual  as  the  original 
member,  (in  other  words,)  few  wish  to  be  spoken  of  as 
having  one  leg  in  the  grave,  and  the  other  out  of  it ; 
consequently,  the  surgeon  who  saves  a  limb,  condemned 
to  amputation,  earns  the  everlasting  gratitude  of  the 
patient. 

It  must  be  conceded,  it  is  much  easier  to  remove  a 
limb,  than  to  keep  it  on.  It  must  be  acknowledged 
too,  that  amputation  has  been  had  recourse  to  in  nu- 
merous instances,  where  it  might  be  dispensed  with. 

I  am  actuated  to  publish  these  cases  with  a  view  of 
pointing  out  the  practicability  of  preserving  the  extre- 
mities after  the  most  severe  description  of  injuries. 

The  shock  the  nervous  system  sustains  after  a  se- 
vere accident,  is  very  great.    The  powers  of  life  are 


prostrated  to  a  very  low  degree  ;  hence,  it  often  hap- 
pens, that  a  person  on  whom  amputation  is  immediately 
had  recourse  to,  quickly  sinks  after  the  operation.  The 
constitution  being  unable  to  withstand  the  violence  ne- 
cessarily attendant  upon  the  operation,  in  addition  to 
what  it  has  already  suffered  ;  it  therefore  follows  as  a 
practical  rule,  that  amputation  should  not  be  practised, 
if  possible,  whilst  the  patient  is  in  a  state  of  collapse. 

When  the  soft  parts  are  extensively  lacerated,  and 
contused,  together  with  a  fracture  of  one  or  more  bones, 
either  mortification,  haemorrhage,  tetanus  or  hectic  fe- 
ver is  to  be  apprehended. 

A  case  of  this  kind  presents  a  problem  which  re- 
quires all  the  judgment,  experience  and  foresight  of  the 
surgeon,  to  enable  him  to  solve  or  determine  what  course 
to  pursue. 

The  previous  history  of  the  patient's  health,  habits, 
age  and  constitution,  must  be  taken  into  consideration, 
in  order  to  decide  the  point,  whether  amputation  should 
be  resorted  to  or  not,  as  well  as  the  importance  of  the 
parts  implicated  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  injury. 

I  am  well  aware,  I  incurred  a  grave  responsibility 
in  taking  charge  of  these  cases,  particularly  as  it  was 
the  opinion  of  some  of  the  most  enlightened  surgeons 
j  in  New  Jersey,  that  araputalion  was  imperatively  de- 
manded. 

The  11  Yis  medicatrix  naturcc "  must  be  calculated 
on  to  a  great  extent,  in  the  restoration  and  reparation 
of  lost  parts. 

This  is  well  illustrated  by  the  fact  of  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  tibia  being  lost,  and  notwithstanding  union 
of  the  fracture  being  established.  The  capability  of  the 
periosteum,  in  the  secretion  of  ossific  matter,  as  well 
as  the  susceptibility  of  the  fractured  ends  of  the  bones 
in  throwing  out  gramulations,  both  sources  combining  to 
make  up  for  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  the  lost  frag- 
ment, and  the  required  consolidation  of  the  fracture, 
beautiful! v  demonstrates  the  provisions  of  nature  in  the 
recuperative  process. 

With  respect  to  the  cause  which  induced  the  second- 
ary haemorrhage,  I  should  think  it  was  produced  by  the 
sharp  point  of  the  broken  fragment  of  the  tibia,  opening 
the  interossous  artery.  It  must  be  observed,  that  the 
precaution  acted  on,  of  not  removing  the  sponge  for  a 
number  of  days,  was  earnestly  called  for,  in  order  to 
ensure  the  formation  of  a  firm  coagulum  in  the  ruptured 
artery,  or  its  certain  obliteration  by  adhesive  inflam- 
mation. 

It  may  be  asked,  if  so  much  of  the  tibia  was  de- 
stroyed, how  the  fibula  was  situated  ;  the  answer  to 
this  question  is,  that  it  was  subjected  to  a  comminuted 
fracture,  as  is  deducible  from  the  statement  of  the  pa- 
tient, who  witnessed  the  removal  of  some  small  pieces 
of  bone,  and  thus  with  regard  to  length,  was  placed  in 
the  same  predicament  as  the  tibia. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  almost  from  the  onset,  the 
strength  of  the  patients  was  propped  up  by  the  admi- 
nistration of  nutritious  diet  and  stimulants.   To  this  sys- 
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tem  of  treatment  is  attributable  the  healthy  action  in 
the  injured  parts,  as  well  as  the  warding  off  of  hectic 
fever. 

I  trust  I  will  not  be  put  down  as  egotistic,  or  pre- 
sumptuous, in  making  the  above  remarks,  my  aim  be- 
ing to  give  the  junior  members  of  the  profession  cases 
with  facts  for  their  guidance,  which  may  prove  profi- 
table to  them  in  the  course  of  their  professional  careen 
influence  them  to  avoid  mutilation,  and  thus  elevate  the 
character  of  the  profession. 
83  White-street,  December,  1851. 


Hospitals— their  History  and  Utility. 

Concluded. 

In  the  Lying-in  Hospital,  inviolable  secresy  is  ob- 
served, if  required.  The  female  may  enter  masked, 
accomplish  her  delivery,  and  depart  when  able,  without 
her  name  being  known,  or  even  her  face  6een.  This  is 
the  case  where  the  patient  is  illegitimately  with  child, 
or  if  married,  is  able  to  pay.  If  married  and  poor,  she 
can  only  be  admitted  on  certificate  of  her  poverty,  and 
then  her  expenses  are  assessed  upon  her  relatives  or 
parish. 

As  a  necessary  result  from  this  premium  on  immo- 
rality, the  proportion  of  illegitimate  to  legitimate  births 
in  the  city  of  Vienna,  has  been  found  to  be  as  one  to 
two  and  a  quarter  ;  a  proportion  never  equalled,  except 
in  the  city  of  Munich,  where,  in  fhe  year  1838,  the 
number  of  illegitimates  exceeded  the  legitimate  births  by 
270.  Another  result  is  a  frightful  mortality  among  the 
foundlings,  amounting  in  1784  to  54  per  cent.,  and  in 
1812  to  G9  per  cent,  of  the  number  received. 

In  thus  sanctioning  such  fearful  social  evils,  the 
Austrian  government  have  outraged  all  that  we  are 
accustomed  to  regard  as  most  sacred  in  humanity ;  but 
the  world  has  ceased  to  expect  either  liberality,  or  ho- 
nesty, or  philanthropy,  or  honor,  from  a  government 
notorious  for  the  opposite  qualities. 

When  familiar  with  like  institutions  in  Paris  and 
Vienna,  the  English  hospitals  do  not  present  any  novel 
features.  Several  of  them  were  originally  priories  or 
monasteries,  appropriated  by  Henry  VIII  :  as  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's, the  great  Bethlehem  Hospital,  and  Christ's 
Hospital ;  while  other  noble  and  largely  endowed  insti- 
tutions have  arisen  since — as  St.  George's  Hospital, 
Greenwich  Hospital,  Guy's  Hospital,  the  London  Hos- 
pital, and  many  others. 

The  hospitals  of  this  country,  the  limited  time  of 
the  professor  did  not  permit  him  to  treat.  We  perceive  he 
is  re-elected  President  of  the  society  for  another  year,  and 
we  trust  he  will  devote  his  next  address  to  the  continu- 
ation of  a  subject  with  which  he  is  so  familiar,  and 
which,  since  the  founding  of  our  City  Hospital,  is  so 
interesting  to  our  citizens. 

(From  the  Charleston  Med.  Journal.) 

[The  subjoined  "  Card,"  being  considered  by  Dr. 
F.  M.  Robertson  as  a  final  settlement  of  the  difficulty 
between  Dr.  H.  A.  Ramsey  and  himself,  we  insert  it, 


together  with  his  letter  to  Dr.  DeSaussure,  at  his  re- 
quest.] 

[a  card.] 
Since  the  publication  of  my  reply  to  the  pamphlet 
recently  issued  by  Dr.  F.  M.  Robertson,  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  Dr. 
J.  J.  Robertson,  of  Washington,  Ga.  through  a  friend, 
and  having  received  from  him  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  opinion  of  himself  and  Dr.  D.  M.  Andrews,  in  re- 
gard to  my  professional  statistic  was  based — which 
opinion  led  them,  when  called  on  by  members  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  at  their  late  Conven- 
tion at  Charleston,  to  express  a  want  of  confidence  in 
the  reliability  of  my  obstetrical  statistics,  and  induced 
Dr.  F.  M.  Robertson,  a  member  of  that  association,  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  notice  of  said  statistics  from 
the  Report  of  Dr.  Storer,  of  Boston — and  having  re- 
ceived from  Drs.  Andrews  and  Robertson  the  assurance 
that  those  opinions  were  neither  formed  or  expressed 
through  personal  ill-will  towards  myself,  but  were  ho- 
I  nestly  entertained  and  given  in  pursuance  of  what  they 
regarded  their  duty  to  the  profession  ;  and  feeling  con- 
vinced from  the  representations  of  those  gentlemen 
that  they  were  influenced  by  circumstances,  which,  un- 
explained, were  calculated  to  impair  their  confidence  in 
me  as  a  reporter,  I  feel  bound  in  justice  to  do  them, 
to  state  that,  with  such  impressions  on  their  minds, 
they  could  not,  when  called  on,  having  given  other  than 
an  unfavorable  opinion,  and  that  Dr.  F.  M.  Robertson, 
in  making  the  motion  he  did,  under  the  circumstances, 
was  actuated  by  no  unworthy  or  improper  motive. 

The  grounds  on  which  Drs.  Andrews  and  J.  J. 
Robertson  were  led  to  the  statement  that  I  had  not, 
during  my  practice  of  physic,  been  continuous  in  one 
place,  were  my  removal  from  Bookersville  to  Mrs. 
Wellborn's,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  and  subsequently 
to  this  place,  a  distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  while 
I  regarded  myself  as  never  having  left  the  neighbor- 
hood in  which  I  originally  settled.  I  have  also  been 
satisfied  from  the  statements  and  evidence  furnished 
me  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Robertson,  that  although  he  has  not 
had  a  general  practice  in  my  neighborhood,  he  has 
made  over  twenty  professional  visits  in  the  vicinity  of 
my  location  within  the  past  six  years,  a  fact  of  which 
I  had  not  been  apprised  at  the  time  my  late  pamphlet 
was  published. 

In  issuing  this  card  to  the  profession  and  the  pub- 
lic, I  am  impelled  by  no  other  than  a  desire  to  render 
strict  justice  to  all  the  parties  concerned,  and  therefore 
feel  bound,  under  the  circumstances,  as  an  honorable 
man,  to  Avithdraw  all  offensive  language  I  may  have 
used  in  my  pamphlet,  or  elsewhere,  touching  this  con- 
troversy, either  towards  Drs.  Robertson  and  Andrews, 
or  towards  Dr.  F.  M.  Robertson,  of  Charleston. 

I  respectfully  submit  this  statement  to  the  profes- 
sion and  the  public,  with  the  single  additional  remark, 
that  it  is  regarded  by  all  the  parties  as  an  amicable 
and  honorable  termination  of  the  entire  controversy. 
Raysville,  Ga.,  Oct.  14th,  1851.  H.  A.  Ramsav. 
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Charleston,  S.  C.  Oct.  31st,  1851. 

Dear  Doctor  : — Since  you  handed  me  the  two  let- 
ters of  Dr.  H.  A.  Ramsay  to  yourself— one  dated 
Sept.  1st,  the  other  Oct.  1st,  I  have  received  "  a 
card  " — issued  by  the  same  gentleman — dated  Rays- 
ville,  Ga.  Oct.  14,  1851,  one  of  which  I  presume  has 
been  sent  to  you  also. 

As  circumstances  growing  out  of  Dr.  Ramsay's 
published  defence  of  August  last,  and  his  private  cor- 
respondence with  numerous  persons,  have  drawn  me 
into  personal  issues  with  certain  parties,  which  are  yet 
unadjusted,  I  deem  it  but  just  to  Dr.  Ramsay,  as  well 
as  due  to  my  own  position,  to  make  the  following  re- 
marks, which  will  prevent  misunderstanding  in  future. 

1st.  The  card  alluded  to,  was  unsolicited  by  me, 
but  voluntarily  tendered  by  Dr.  Ramsay.  Nor  was  the 
disclaimer,  of  its  author,  of  imputing  "  unworthy  or 
improper  motives "  to  me,  for  the  course  which  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  pursue  in  relation  to  his  obstetri- 
cal statistics,  or  the  withdrawal  of  "  all  offensive  language 
in  his  pamphlet  or  elsewhere"  in  relation  to  myself,  the 
result  of  any  correspondence  or  explanation  on  my  part, 
either  directly  or  indirectly. 

2nd.  Desiring  still,  as  stated  in  my  note  to  you,  of 
the  28lh  June,  published  in  my  circular  of  July  last, 
to  "  throw  no  impediment  in  the  way  of  his  doing  him- 
self ample  justice  in  the  matter  complained  of,"  I 
now  accept  the  card  as  an  honorable  amend  for  the  im- 
putation against  my  motives,  and  his  personal  abuse, 
and  consider  it,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  a  final  termi- 
nation of  the  personal  difficulty  betweeu  Dr.  Ramsay 
and  myself. 

3d.  Inasmuch  as  the  collateral  issues  in  which  I 
have  been  involved,  (by  no  act  of  my  own,  however,) 
with  the  editors  of  certain  medical  periodicals,  in  relation 
to  the  merits  of  the  "  Obstetrical  Statistics,"  are  yet  un- 
settled, I  hold  myself  perfectly  free,  until  they  are  satis- 
factorily arranged — in  case  it  becomes  necessary  for  my 
defence — to  discuss  the  professional  merits  of  the 
points  of  difference,  without  its  being  considered  a  vio- 
lation of  my  acceptance  of  Dr.  Ramsay's  card. 

4th.  If  the  question  should  be  introduced  into  the 
American  Medical  Association,  at  its  next  meeting, 
which  has  been  intimated  from  certain  quarters,  I  re- 
serve to  myself  the  same  privileges  claimed  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraph. 

Having  thus  set  forth  my  position,  that  it  may  be 
clearly  understood  by  all  parties, 

I  remain,  very  truly  and  sincerely, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
Dr.  H.  W.  DeSaussure,  F.  M.  Robertson. 

Sect.  A.  M.  A.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Treatment   of  Hemorrhoids. 

In  the  October  number  of  the  Stethoscope,  Dr. 
Thweatt  records  the  result  of  a  trial  made  with  Nitric 
Acid  (officinal  preparation)  in  this  disease.  The  patient 
had  been  afflicted  with  bleeding  piles  during  fifteen 


years,  with  a  prolapsus  recti  on  each  attempt  at  stool. 
He  had  undergone    every  plan  of   treatment.  Dr. 
Thweatt  recommended  cauterization  with  Nitric  Acid, 
to  which  he  assented.    It  was  done  by  pencilling  the 
tumors  until  it  produced  a  change  of  color.   The  ope- 
ration produced  very  little  pain,  and  the  parts  were 
dressed  with  lint  and  sweet  oil.   On  the  second  day  he 
was  entirely  free  from  pain;  the  piles  were  less  con- 
gested and  slightly  diminished  in  size ;  the  bright  red 
color  was  changed  to  a  dirty  brown.    He  was  made  to 
strain  at  stool,  which  act  brought  into  view  tumors 
i  situated  higher  in  the  intestines.  These  were  cauterized 
j  as  the  first,  a  straining,  burning  pain  being  excited.  On 
the  third  day  the  piles  were  again  touched.   A  short 
;  time  after  the  last  pencilling  he  was  well ;  no  tumors, 
I  either  internal  or  external,  and  there  was  no  further 
!  prolapse  of  the  gut. 


j    Incision  of  the  Vulva  as  a   Preventive  Measure 
against   Ruptured  Perinaeuni. 

By  M.  M.  Pall  Dubois  and  Chailly-Honore,  (Lon- 
;  don  Lancet,  April  19,  1851.)  M.  Paul  Dubois,  and 
;  lately  M.  Chailly-Honore,  strongly  advocate  an  oblique 
;  incision  of  about  a  third  of  an  inch  on  the  vulva,  by  the 
|  side  of  the  perinanim,  either  to  prevent  altogether  the 
rupture  of  that  region  when  much  distended,  or  when 
the  rupture  is  inevitable,  to  promote  it  on  a  spot  where 
|  it  can  produce  but  little  mischief.  Both  the  above  ac- 
!  coucheurs  support  their  views  by  successful  cases. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


HI  HIT  BISCUIT, 

OR 

THE   CONCENTRATED   EXTRACT  OF  BEEF, 
COMBINED  WITH  FLOUR, 
Invented   and  Manufactured  in  Texas, 
By  GAIff,  BORDEN,  Jam.  . 

Secured  by  Patent  in  the  United  Slates  and  in  England. 

This  new  article,  forms  the  most  portable,  convenient 
and  useful  diet,  ever  offered  to  the  public.  The  "  Council 
jRScdal  "  wa«  awarded  to  the  inventer  at  the  Great  Ex- 
hibition in  London  ;  thus  showing  the  appreciation  there  had  of 
its  merits,  after  a  most  thorough  examination  by  the  distinguished 

Jury,  and  the  analysis  by  Dr.  Iiyon  3P  lay  fair,  I*.  24.  S. 

to  whose  report,  reference  may  be  made.  « 

Dr.  J.  I^S.  Eailey  United  States  special  Inspector  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  and  Dr.  Joseph  14.  Chilton  Chem- 
ist of  New- York,  have  also  attested  to  the  excellence  of  the  Meat 
Biscuit. 

The  Gold  X&iedal  of  the  American  Institute,  has 

also  been  awarded  "  for  this  new  and  valuable  article,"  as  well  as 
for  "  Pure  Seef  Esard  "  produced  in  its  manufacture.  The 
Meat  Biscuit  is  eminently  adapted 

E*Or  Travellers  by  sea  and  laud. 

For  the  Sparine  Service  generally.  The  health  of 

seamen  would  be  preserved,  and  their  comfort  increased  by  the  j 
use  of  it.    Having  the  quality  of  meat  fresh  from  the  slaughter,  j 
it  would  doubtless  prove  anti-scorbutic  ;  and  with  the  sailors'  salt 
provision,  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

Tor  Dispeptics,  Invalids  and  Convalescents, 

it  is  peculiarly  suitable,  from  its  easy  digestibility,  and  highly  nu- 
tritious properties.  It  is  entirely  free  from  fat,  salt  or  other  con- 
diment, or  antiseptic  whatever. 

For  jTamiiy  Use,  and  in  all  circumstances  where  fresh 
meat  is  wanted,  the  Meat  Biscuit  will  be  found  most  useful  and 
economical. 

It  can  be  readily  prepared  for  use  as  a  Soup,  Pudding,  Sauce 
and  Mince  Pie.  One  pound  contains  the  nutriment  or  essence 
of  five  pounds  of  the  best  fresh  beef  One  Ounce  will  make  a 
pint  of  rich  nutritious  soup  ;  and  for  a  Mince  Pie  only  two  ounc- 
es, to  every  pound  of  fruit. 

The  Preservative  qualities  of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been 
tested,  both  by  sea  and  land,  for  more  than  twenty  months  past. 
It  has  been  carried  to  California  across  the  plains,  and  by  Cape 
Horn, — to  Canton  and  the  Arctic  seas,  and  back  again  ;  and  a 
canister  has  also  made  seven  consecutive  voyages  between  Gal- 
veston and  New-York,  all  remaining  in  a  perfectly  sound  state, 
as  when  first  manufactured. 

Numerous  and  high  testimonials  of  the  value  and  excellence 
of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been  received  by  the  inventor.  Lo- 
renzo Sherwood  Esq.  formerly  of  New-York,  now  resident  at  Gal- 
veston, the  place  of  manufacture,  testifies  "  to  the  great  care  and 
cleanliness  observed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Meat  Biscuit." 
He  says,  "  I  can  give  the  assurance  that  greater  cleanliness  could 
not  possibly  be  observed,  while  only  the  best  quality  of  beef  and 
flour  that  can  be  obtained,  is  made  use  of." 

Sold  by 

J.  H.  Brower  &.  Co.  Sole  agent,      The  Inventor,  84  William-st. 
in  New-York,  45  South  St.  corner  Maiden  Lane. 

Also  Sold  by 
Wade  &-  Osborne,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hamlin  &  Perkins,  New  Bedford  Centre-st. 
John  P.  Tuipin,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wm.  Bollaert,  Loudon,  2  St  Peters  Alley,  Cornhill. 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 

We  invite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

TOILET  ARTICLES 

AND 

PERFUMERY. 

Druggists  wiil  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &.C.  before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing,  and 
it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to  those  who 
have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restoratives,  says  : — "  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kephalia  is  what  it  professes 
to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair, 
and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  plea- 
sant. We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now 
add  that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its 
real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New-York. 

Made  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  25  Maiden  Lane,  New-York,  is 
universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept  by  all  re- 
spectable Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  Com- 
plexion ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and 
transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  preparations 
made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  <fcc. 

Manufactured  only  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New- York. 


WITHOUT   SMELL  OE  TASTE. 

Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  the  beans  in  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection. Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea- 
sant to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
pearance, it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Faculty  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
veral of  the  new  and  valuable  remedies  recently  announced  of  which  wo 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz. : — The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm  ;  Hydroferro  Cyanate  of  Potash  and  Urea ;  the  new  Febrifuge  j 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  Iron,  &c.  &c. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business. 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  pure  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  powdered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  and  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  medica.  From  the  liner  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Ilydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  &c.  &c.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
&c.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instances  more  than  half)  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  tbe  American  market. 

It  segms  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  tilings.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New-York  Express  newspaper,  they  say  : 

"The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im- 
posed  upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
in  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  $1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  ?j  or  80  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  sch  for,  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  less  price.'' 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apothecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  clicapness,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on,  and  that  is,  that  it  shall  not  be  upon  us. 

Tho  importance  of  pure  chemicals  is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  are  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
are  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

PUSH  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  in  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
in  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDRO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS 

are  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vacuum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, and  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
in  common  use,  and  which  are  Bufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 
riority 


Among  them  are- 
Extract  of  Belladonna, 
"  Butternut. 
Buehu, 


Extract  of  Hops, 
Jalap, 


"  Lupuline, 
"         Bloodroot,  "         Nux  Vomica, 

"         Conium,  f  Pinkroot, 

"  "      Seeds,  "  Quassia, 

"  "      German,  "  Rhubarb, 

"         Chamomile,  •'         Sarsaparilla,  Simplex, 

"         Colocynth,  Ordinary,  "  "  Compound, 

"  "        Opt.  "         Para    "  Alcoholic, 

"         Dandelion,  Alcoholic,  "         Hon.    "  " 

"  "        Inspissated,  "  Stramonium, 

u         Digitalis,  "  "  Seeds, 

"         Gentian,  Opt.  "         English  Valerian, 

"  "       Ordinary,  "  Dutcbr" 

Hyosciamus, 

It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert.  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plauts,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  &c.  &.C. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  &e. 
all  the  active  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  we- 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  &c.  &c. ;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  various 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  where- 
cver  known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  the  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  the 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  ScbiefTelin,  Haines  k  Co 
Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New- York. 


OUR  CHEMICAL  FACTORY 

(KNOWN  AS  TUB  BELI.E.MONT  LABORATORY) 

is  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  H.  CUBEIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Antiu 


•  Tartrate,  Crystal*, 
Pulv. 


Ammonia,  Aqua, 

"        Liquor  Fort. 
Ammoniated  Alcohol, 

"  "  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitras, 

"       "  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
"      "  "  Purs 

"    Sulphas,  Pure, 
"         "  Exsiccat, 
Iodide,  Arsenic, 
"  Lead, 
"        "  Crystals, 
"  Iron, 
"       "  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

"        "      "  Crystals, 
"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals 
mioals  of  commerce,  as  well 


Morphine,  Acetate, 
Granville's  Lotion, 
Oil  Copaiva, 
Oil  Cubebs, 
Collodion,  1  oz.  viaje, 
Frecipitated  Chalk, 
Prussic  Acid, 
Potassa  Nitras;  Pure, 
Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 
Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 
Sulphuret  Potassn, 
Vallct's  Ferruginous  Mass, 
Zinci  Acctas, 
Zinci  Sulphas, 
Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Labarraqne, 

Confection  Roses, 
Confection  Senna, 
Blue  Pill  Mass, 
ling  Mercurial. 


differ  in  appearance  from  the  chc- 
as  ia  their  valuable  properties,  and 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article  ; 
while  those  usually  sold  are  in  the  powdered  state,  in  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  in  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 
gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  the  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  true  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  in  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
verizing Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  in  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammony,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  Medicines"  not  only 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  uupowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  confidence  that 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superiot  drutp  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  from  being  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and  also  in  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the.  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the.  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
sent  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  the  "  Extra 
Medicines"  of 

Philip  Scliieffelin,  ITaines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  we 


EXTRA  POWDERS. 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P. 
Pulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Alum, 

"  Allspice, 

"  Aloes,  Cape, 

"      "  Socot, 

"  Assafoetida, 

"  Antimony,  Ref.  Blk.  Sulph. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

'•  Aniseeds, 

"  Baybcrry  Bark, 

"  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root, 

"  Bitter  Root, 

"  Black  Root, 


Hyosciamus, 

Ipecac,  without  the  woody 

Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover's 

Powders;) 
Jalap, 

Kino.  Time, 
Lobelia, 

"  Seeds, 
Mandrake. 
Marsh  Rosemary, 
Mace, 
Mezereon, 
Nux  Vomica, 
Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 
Nutmegs, 
Nathalie, 
Opium,  Turkey, 
Orange  Peel, 
Orris  Root, 

Pepper,  Cayenne,  Amer. 

Black, 
Peruvian  Bark,  Loxa, 
Red, 
"  Calisaya, 
Prickly  Ash  Bark, 
Pink  Root, 
Pleurisy  Root, 
Rhubarb,  Turkey, 

East  India, 
Rhatany  Root, 
Sarsaparilla,  Para, 
Sage, 

Summer  Savory, 
Sweet  Marjoram, 

Senna,  Alex. 
Seneka  Root, 

Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 
"  Virgin, 
"  "    1  oz.  vials. 

Snakeroot,  Virginia 
Squills, 

Sulphate  Copper, 

"  Potass, 
Uva  Ursi, 
Valerian,  English, 


BOTTLES,  AT  10  CENTS  PER  POUND 


In  ordi 
have  everything  pulverized 
our  own  premises. 


tder  our  own  inspection,  and  on 


"  Caraway  Seeds, 

"  Cantharides, 

■'  Canella  Alba, 

"  Cardamon,  (Seeds  only,) 

"  Cicuta, 

"  Cranesbill, 

"  Cloves, 

"  Cinnamon,  ordinary, 
"  "  Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  Columbo, 

"  Colchicum  Roo 
Seed, 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs, 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 

"      "     1  oz.  vials, 

"  Ext.  Colocynth,  C'd. 
"      "    Licorice,  Calab. 

"  Foenugrek  Seed, 

11  Gentian  Root, 

"  Ginger,  Jamaica, 

"  Golden  Seal, 

"  Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 

"  Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 

*'  Gamboge,  , 

"  Mastich, 

"  Myrrh, 

"  Tragacanth, 

"  Hellebore,  white, 

Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  put  up  in  \'i  and  Vi  pc 

ADVANCE. 

As  many  of  the  Gums,  &c.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, 
Aloes,  Assafeetida,  &c.  &c  they  are  very  liable  to  run  together  and  become 
solid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  Srith  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  &c.  Sic.  Some  roots  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  Sic.  &c.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powdeis  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  solid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  to,  we  will  replace  them  with  others  that  are 
freBhly  powdered. 

The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  us  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
puro  when  ordered  in  bulk. 

The  value  of  this  oil,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseases,  is  no  longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to  be  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medicine, 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— In  addition  to  the  Extra  Medicines,  tee  also  keep  a 
large  and  well-assorted  stock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  other  Liquids  we  obtain  from  the  Jnost  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  every  known  test  for  impurities;  and  we  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
oj  Drugs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  such  that  we  can  ojfer  inducements 
to  dealers,  which  must  influence  all  w/to  not  only  like  to  hare  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  hare  goods  that  ake  what  they  puk- 
POBT  to  be,  and  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN',  HAINES  &  CO. 
DaUCOisTS  and  Manufactueing  Chemists,  New-Yokk. 
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IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YOKK. 
OFFICE,    3Mo.    27  WAl.Ii-STE.EST. 

PAID  UP  CASH  CAPITAL,  8100,000, 

IN  ADDITION    TO   THE    ACCUMULATED  PREMIUMS. 

This  Company  makes  every  insurance  appertaining  to  or  connected 
with  Life  Risks. 

Persons  insuring  on  the  mutual  principle,  for  three  successive  years, 
receive  four-fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  mutual  department,  and  four- 
fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  business  transacted  on  the  joint-stock 
principle. 

Tables  are  framed  for  Insurances  in  different  forms,  Annuities  and 
Endowments,  sou  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  all. 
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LECTURES 

ON 

DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 


The  undersigned  propose^to  continue  his  Winter  Course  of  FREE 
LECTURES  on 

DISEASES  OP  THE  LUNGS  AND  HEART, 

On  every  Tuesday  Evening,  (commencing  November  4th,)  from  S  to  9 
o'clock,  at  his  Rooms,  No.  49  EAST  BROADWAY. 

Illustrations  will  be  given  by  numerous  Casts,  Drawings,  and 
Morbid  Specimens. 

There  will  be  a  CHEST  CLINIQUE,  with  pathological  demonstrations, 
at  the  same  place,  at  3  o'clock,  on  each  succeeding  Saturday  afternoon. 
Students  and  Members  of  the  Profession  are  respectfully  invited. 

JOHN  W.  CORSON,  M.  D. 
One  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital 


LECTURES 


OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY, 

BY  MARK  STEPHENSON,  M.  D. 

AT  HIS 

£■£"2  AN3  EAS  ZlSFXE.lYLa.R.'S', 

383  liroome-street,  N.  T. 

The  Course  which  was  commenced  on  the  13th  November,  will  be 
continued  every  Saturday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  until  the  loth  of  March,  leoi!. 

The  Diseases  of  the  Eye  will  be  illustrated  by  a  splendid  collection  of 
models  imported  from  Paris ;  also  by  Dalrymple's  magnificent  work  on  the 
Pathology  of  the  Eye,  giving  over  000  different  views,  the  engravings  of 
which  surpass  anything  which  has  yet  appeared  from  the  London  press. 
The  various  operations  on  the  Eye  will  be  performed  in  the  presence  of 
the  class,  and  each  disease  illustrated  in  living  subjects  as  far  as  practicable. 

s  o  u  s  s  o , 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLUC  <fc  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  this 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PURE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
ERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broadway,  250  4th  Avenue,  and 
2  Park  Row. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


KIERSTED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT 


The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  Medicine, 
throughout  the  United  [States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  eure  of 

AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OK  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR 
[FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,   BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 
<fcc.  &c. 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  poseessin3  D1SCUTIJENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 
or  six  days. 
[  It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE  ;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENJ, 
It  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  all  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  U L C E R S,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation,  will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
tt  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address.] 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  529  Broadtcay, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New- York.) 

*f*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 
JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Cli?tton-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  N.  J. 
R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristown,  N.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Stamford,  Ct.  and 
8.  SAWYER,  124  Lake-it.  Chicago,  111 


A.  B.  80    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW-YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  largo  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Meditei  rancan,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware.  Halters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 

"iliflll  COB-UVEB  OH, 

ogetherwith  every  Arliclccomprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

EJilE  OF  OPIUM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drug 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  bad  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  end  mind ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  IfC  tfc. 
And  being  punned  fiom  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera- 
lion  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  hendneh, 

Nor  any  derangement  of  llir.  constitution  or  general  health. 

Hence  iis  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  oiherOpiatc  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  itsTiill  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  Mate  of 
combination  loo  produce  all  the  chara<  let  is.ic  effects  of  so  Iriumohant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  fiveof  its  other  valuable  principles  are  excluded. 

2  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  morccliara-teri.stic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Mori  h inc. 

3.  And  as  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeterior.V.c  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latter  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  Iho  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  he 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainly  of  obtaining  all  their  suluinry  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  Ihis  truly 
valuable  lemedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7,1810. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facls  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  i Is  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  oiher  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  cd  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangeious  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  firsl  presented  lojniblic  use,  and  I 
know  of  nn  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  isttWairuhle  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  cither  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  to  the  narcotic  properly  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was'  followed  by  a 
stale  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  hours 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  with  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes;  hut  as  Hie  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted llic  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  1  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  w  ithout  fecliug 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti-emetic  it  is  invaln- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  in  use  foi  particular  conditions.       Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.D. 

iCT  NOTICE. — A.  B.  &  D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun-, 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  te41,  and  by  whom  ii  has  been  prepared  during  that 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consuincis  that  no  Elixir  of  Opium 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  ouiside 
wrapper,  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  WholesaleDruggists,  HI  William-street,  corner  of 
Pulton,  New-York.  Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 
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Take  Notice. 
The  1st  and  2nd  volumes  of  the  New-York  Medical 
Gazette  for  1850  and  1851,  can  now  be  had,  neatly 
bound  and  lettered,  by  enclosing  three  dollars  to  the 
editor,  which  will  enable  new  subscribers  to  secure  a 
complete  series  from  the  beginning.  Early  application 
will  be  necessary,  as  the  few  on  hand  will  be  speedily 
disposed  of. 

The  third  volume  having  commenced  with  the  last 
number,  for  which  the  demand  has  already  nearly  ex- 
hausted the  entire  edition,  we  can  hereafter  give  no 
assurance  of  supplying  new  subscribers,  antecedent  to 
the  date  when  their  names  are  received  and  placed  on 
the  mail-book. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  large  majority  of  our 
patrons  for  the  prompt  payment  of  their  subscriptions, 
and  in  view  of  the  low  price  of  the  paper,  we  trust 
that  delinquents  will  remit  the  amount  due  forthwith. 
Advance  payment  is  indispensable,  else  discontinuance 
is  unavoidable,  and  ought  not  to  be  complained  of. 

The  rapid  increase  of  our  subscription  list  affords 
gratifying  evidence  of  the  sense  of  the  profession,  that 
there  is  pressing  need  of  an  independent  journal,  to 
protect  the  great  body  of  medical  men  from  the  clan- 
destine injustice  which  cliques  and  party  journals  are 
ever  inflicting,  by  combinations  of  exclusives  for  pur- 
poses of  self-aggrandizement  and  the  disparagement 
of  their  brethren,  who,  if  not  their  superiors,  are  at  all 
events  their  equals.  We  appreciate  the  kindly  and 
cordial  greetings  which  are  daily  reaching  us  from  so 
many  sources,  encouraging  us  by  assurances  of  syste- 
matic exertions  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Gazette 
by  sending  us  new  subscribers.  This  is  the  kind  of 
patronage  we  need,  to  enable  us,  by  reaching  a  multi- 
tude of  minds  in  the  profession  all  over  the  country, 
to  give  the  needed  impulse  for  a  concert  of  action  so 
extensive  and  powerful  as  to  crush  the  cliqueism  which 
is  every  where  the  destruction  of  that  esprit  du  corps 
which  cau  alone  exalt  the  fraternity  any  where  to  their 
true  position.    Let  the  great  body  of  medical  men  in 
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every  neighborhood  rally  in  solid  phalanx  against  every 
clique  or  secret  society,  and  combine  se  defendendo,  for 
the  common  defence  against  these  conspiracies  of  the 
minority  against  their  equals ;  and  the  methode  numeri- 
que  will  be  found  omnipotent. 

This  journal  will  fearlessly,  as  heretofore,  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  profession  against  conspirators  who 
endanger  the  common  weal  of  the  fraternity,  under 
whatever  specious  device  of  cliqueism  they  may  conceal 
their  sinister  and  unworthy,  because  selfish  purposes. 
The  exposure  of  all  such  will  be  made,  without  fear  or 
favor,  whenever  the  facts  are  furnished ;  and  like  kin- 
dred vice  in  other  departments, 

This  is  a  monster  of  such  hideous  mien, 
That  to  be  hated,  Heeds  but  to  be  seen. 

Subscriptions,  Advertisements,  Boolcs  for  Reviexo, 
and  all  Communications,  may  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  No.  775  Broadway,  free  of  charge. 


New- York  Hospital. 

The  vacancy  in  the  surgical  department,  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Rodgers,  is  not  yet  filled.  The 
prominent  candidates  are  the  following,  viz :  Doctors 
Chalmers,  Carnochan,  J.  R.  Wood,  and  Markoe,  al- 
though a  host  of  ambitious  operators  about  town  are 
urging  their  pretensions. 


Bellevue  Hospital. 

We  have  an  amusing  account  of  a  break  down  in  one 
of  the  clinical  lecturers,  who  amuse  the  students  at  this 
concern  by  blundering  through  what  is  regarded  as  a 
caricature  upon  medical  teaching.  It  is  altogether  too 
personal,  however,  and  "  the  game  is  not  worth  the 
candle." 


The  Medical  News,  for  January,  commences  the  re- 
publication of  Simon's  Lectures  on  Pathology,  which 
will  be  worth  all  the  works  extant  on  the  subject.  It 
also  contains  eight  pages  of  novelties  in  foreign  and 
domestic  intelligence. 
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Professor  Miller,  of  Georgia,  has  published  in  the 
last  number  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  a  highly  valuable  monograph  on  Phlegmasia 
Dolens;  with  remarks  on  Phlebitis,  which  we  would 
gladly  reproduce  as  timely,  and  eminently  calculated  to 
be  useful,  but  our  narrow  limits  forbid  it.  We  are 
ever  regretting  the  contracted  space  of  our  columns 
and  wish  we  had  more  room.  We  have  marked  a  por- 
tion of  the  article  for  our  next  number. 


Dr.  Hosack's  Pamphlet. 

The  limits  of  our  humble  sheet  forbid  anything  lik? 
a  review  of  this  publication,  which  has  appeared  and 
is  for  sale  at  the  book  stores.  We  can  only  take  room 
to  notice  it  and  allude  to  its  character  and  contents. 

It  is  addressed  to  the  Medical  Profession,  and  pur- 
ports to  be  the  history  of  the  case  of  Dr.  J.  Kearney 
Rodgers,  including  his  symptoms,  diagnosis,  treatment, 
and  result,  together  with  the  post-mortem,  and  critical 
remarks  thereon  ;  and  exhibiting  the  discussions  in  the 
Pathological  Society  on  the  whole  subject,  which  cer- 
tainly exhibit  certain  leading  members  in  an  anomalous 
and  even  ludicrous  aspect.  In  our  opinion,  Dr.  Hos- 
ack  fully  justifies  himself  for  publishing  in  pamphlet 
form,  what  under  other  circumstances  should  have 
been  done  through  one  of  the  medical  journals.  This 
case  had  been  made  the  topic  of  discussion  at  a  public 
meeting  of  the  Pathological  Society.  The  three  attend- 
ing physicians  to  whom  the  responsibilities  had  been 
committed  by  Dr.  Hosack's  early  retirement  from  the 
consultation,  placed  their  version  of  the  case  before  the 
meeting,  and  one  of  them  took  occasion  to  name  Dr. 
Hosack  and  his  relations  to  the  patient,  in  terms  which 
were  deemed  exceptionable.  Moreover  they  had  elicited 
from  the  society  a  full  vindication  for  their  confessedly 
mistaken  diagnosis,  the  ground  being  taken  that  it  was 
excusable  for  the  reasons  named  in  our  last,  and  that 
it  did  not  vary  the  result.  While  the  impression  was 
created  that  Dr.  Hosack,  though  differing  with  them, 
had  no  better  knowledge  of  the  case  than  they,  until 
the  autopsy  enlightened  them  all. 

Dr.  Hosack  claims  to  have  distinctly  diagnosticated 
the  disease  to  have  been  what  it  proved  to  be  on  dis- 
section ;  and  as  distinctly  to  have  maintained  that  it 
was  not  a  case  of  Fever  either  intermittent  or  remittent, 
and  hence  he  could  not  consent  to  the  views  of  treat- 
ment insisted  on  by  his  colleagues.  His  retirement, 
under  the  circumstances,  was  clearly  his  only  alterna- 
tive. We  have  read  the  pamphlet  and  also  Dr.  Swett's 
after-thoughts  on  the  case,  since  published  in  the  Medi- 
cal Times,  and  differ  toto  cwlo  with  both  sides  of  the 
mooted  question ;  regarding  as  we  do  the  admitted  the- 
rapeutics of  either,  as  by  no  means  creditable  to  the 
profession.  In  all  candor  we  are  constrained  to  say 
that  with  the  grave  estimate  of  hepatic  mischief,  which 
Dr.  Hosack  claims  to  have  entertained,  we  see  not  how 
the  tardy  and  efficient  practice  pursued  for  the  first 
week  or  two  could  be  relied  on.    The  first  prescription 


at  all  adapted  to  such  a  state  of  things,  viz  :  Cupping 
and  Calomel,  seems  to  have  been  suggested  at  the  late 
period  when  Dr.  Swett  was  introduced,  and  he  seems 
to  have  been  overruled,  for  other  remedies  were  agreed 
upon,  as  would  seem,  while  as  yet  all  four  of  the  phy- 
sicians were  concerned. 

In  reviewing  the  whole  subject  our  conclusions  are 
that  from  the  insidious  character  of  the  disease  of  Dr. 
Rodgers,  it  was  characterized  throughout  by  very  great 
obscurity,  which  was  calculated  to  induce,  in  any  wise 
and  skilful  physician,  very  strong  doubts  as  to  the  true 
pathological  state,  and  by  consequence  corresponding 
hesitancy  as  to  its  treatment.  And  this,  so  far  from 
implying  any  want  of  skill  or  discrimination,  would 
authorize  the  contrary  inference  concerning  all  his  phy- 
sicians, while  it  would  render  some  difference  of  opinion 
highly  probable,  and  in  which  case  one  might  turn  out 
to  be  nearer  right  than  the  other.  Such  a  result,  while 
it  should  not  impair  confidence  in  the  one,  neither 
should  it  be  taken  as  proof  of  superiority  in  the  other. 
Both  parties  should  admit  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
neither  should  attempt  to  disparage  the  other.  All  did 
the  best  they  could  for  the  patient,  and  for  all  that 
appears,  the  best  that  could  be  done  by  any  body  ;  for 
whatever  may  be  alleged  as  to  the  curability  of  such 
cases,  we  have  seen  nobody  who  has  the  presumption 
to  say  that  this  case  could  have  been  cured,  since  the 
revelations  of  the  autopsy. 

Finally,  it  is  our  judgment  that  no  inferences  adverse 
to  the  profession  ought  to  be  made,  from  all  that  has 
appeared,  by  the  communit}'  at  large  ;  who  unfortu- 
nately are  predisposed  to  disparage  the  science,  when 
"  doctors  differ  ; "  which  has  been — is — and  will  be  ever- 
more. There  are  frequently  occurring  isolated  exam- 
ples of  occult  and  fatal  ravages  in  the  great  cavities  of 
the  body,  which  are  unsuspected  during  life,  because 
of  the  absence  of  the  usual  signs.  Nor  are  mistakes 
in  diagnosis  peculiar  to  any  school,  but  they  are  inci- 
dental to  all  human  decisions,  and  only  prove  that  men 
are  not  infallible.  If  the  public  can  confide  in  any 
physician  or  class  of  physicians,  who  profess  to  be 
exempt  from  the  liability  to  err,  they  are  welcome  to 
their  robuste  foi.  Neither  of  the  gentlemen  concerned 
have  ever  professed  infallibility,  but  no  one  who  knows 
either  of  them  will  impeach  either  their  intelligence  or 
their  integrity  on  this  account.  'Tis  not  in  mortals  to 
command  success.    Let  us  do  more — aim  to  deserve  it. 


The  London  Lancet  contains  the  following  announce- 
ment : — 

"  Kossuth  and  Sir  James  Clark. — Sir  James  Clark 
has  waited  on  the  distinguished  Hungarian  refugee,  and 
kindly  proffered  his  professional  services  !  " 

In  this  country  our  profession  will  henceforth  esti- 
mate Sir  James  Clark,  by  "  writing  him  down  an  ass," 
We  trust  he  may  not  have  a  servile  imitator  among 
the  medical  men  of  the  United  States,  else  he  will  share 
the  same  fate  with  the  fraternity. 


MEDICAL 

Medical  Mayors. 

Dr.  R  D.  Arnold,  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  has  been 
elected  mayor  of  that  city.  Our  confrere,  Dr.  J.  V.  C. 
Smith,  of  Boston,  was  only  defeated  by  one  vote,  in  the 
election  to  the  same  office  in  the  literary  emporium. 


Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Dr.  Elliot,  of  this  city,  has  commenced  his  course  of 
lectures  on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Pathology  of 
the  eye.  His  introductory  lecture  is  to  be  published 
by  the  class  ;  and  the  next  lecture  is  to  be  delivered 
on  the  21st  instant.  We  understand  that  Dr.  Elliot 
has  procured,  from  London,  the  most  powerful  micro- 
scope which  has  ever  been  imported,  together  with  a 
series  of  several  hundred  minute  injections  of  the  eye, 
tunics,  tissues,  humors,  &c.  which,  with  a  multitude 
of  magnified  drawings,  colored  from  life,  are  to  be 
used  for  illustrating  his  course.  We  have  not  heard 
the  extent  of  his  class,  but  as  he  exacts  no  fee  he  will 
not  lack  pupils.    Is  the  Medical  Times  answered  ? 


The  Opium  Practice  in  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  unauthorized  and  highly  criminal  experiments  to 
which  we  have  heretofore  referred,  as  in  progress  in  a 
certain  lying-in  department,  have  been  repeated,  as 
we  learn,  although  a  number  of  fatal  cases  have  oc- 
cured  ;  the  patients  dying,  as  we  are  informed,  after 
lingering  for  days  in  profound  coma.  Certain  escapes 
have  been  reported  as  cures,  but  the  deaths  are  scru- 
pulously concealed,  thus  propagating  the,  false  idea 
that  2S0  grains  of  opium  per  day,  or  "  five  grains  every 
half  hour"  may  be  safely  given.  We  have  heard  of 
several  cases  in  the  city  in  which  this  "  opium  practice  " 
has  been  tried  in  very  large,  but  less  doses  than  above 
mentioned,  all  of  which  have  proved  fatal.  We  again 
warn  the  profession  against  countenancing  this  revival 
of  Brunonianism,  and  Tullyism,  for  such  it  is,  though 
out-Heroded,  in  the  late  experiments  here  ;  of  which 
we  are  promised  a  full  report,  and  which,  when  pub- 
lished, will  confirm  our  worst  prognostications  of  their 
fatal  consequences.  Our  correspondent  promises  to 
show  that  many  of  the  cases  were  not  Peritonitis,  no 
diagnosis  having  been  made  out,  but  on  the  occurrence 
of  post  partum  pains,  the  patients  are  put  under  the 
influence  of  opium  and  kept  thus  to  incomplete  narcot- 
ism, without  a  single  pathognomonic  symptom  of  puer- 
peral fever.  In  such  examples  we  concur  in  the  opinion 
that  the  patients  die  of  cerebral  congestion — the  direct 
result  of  the  opium, — as  dissection  would  undoubtedly 
prove.  Habitual  opium  eaters  alone  can  escape  such 
practice,  unless,  as  has  been  suggested,  the  drug  em- 
ployed is  inert  and  worthless. 


A  new  Journal'of  Pharmacy  is  announced  as  forth- 
coming in  New-York,  by  Professor  Macready. 
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To  our  Correspondents. 

"Vindex"  misapprehends  the  character  and  posi- 
tion of  the  New-York  Academy  of  Medicine,  which, 
however  it  may  have  been  perverted,  originated  from 
worthy  motives,  and  has  only  failed  in  accomplishing 
its  design  by  reason  of  the  refusal  of  so  many  worthy 
and  reputable  members  of  the  profession  to  enrol  them- 
selves among  its  members.  There  are  several  profes- 
sors in  our  colleges,  hospital  physicians,  and  eminent 
practitioners,  who  refused  to  become  members  of  the 
Academy  at  its  organization  ;  and  althougli  a  few  such 
have  reconsidered  the  matter  since,  and  united  with  the 
majority,  there  are  others  who  have  persisted  in  their 
refusal  to  present  themselves  as  members,  while  some 
have  withdrawn  after  becoming  such.  The  published 
notice,  made  some  years  since,  that  none  but  members 
of  the  Academy  were  regular  physicians,  was  unautho- 
rized, and  has  never  been  repeated,  as  it  was  simply 
ludicrous  in  view  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

As  to  "  consultations  with  Homoeopaths,"  they  are 
prohibited  by  the  universally  received  code  of  ethics, 
and  only  endorsed  by  the  Academy.  As  well  might 
an  orthodox  clergyman  jointly  confer  on  equal  terms 
with  a  Mormon  prophet,  in  spiritually  advising  the 
dying  concerning  their  eternal  state  ;  as  a  physician 
consult  with  a  Homoeopath  as  to  the  treatment  of 
a  dangerous  disease.  In  the  former  case  it  would  be  a 
scandalous  profanation  of  sacred  things  ;  while  in  the 
latter  it  would  be  a  mockery  and  farce,  beguiling  the 
patient  out  of  his  health,  while  picking  his  pocket  to 
the  extent  of  the  fee. 

Whether  a  surgeon  should  perform  operations  on  the 
patients  previously  dosed  with  globules,  while  the  Ho- 
moeopath stands  by  and  looks  on,  is  a  question  which 
need  not  be  mooted.  Consultations  in  a  medical  case, 
when  therapeutics  are  involved,  is  the  point  at  issue, 
and  here  the  Academy  is  clearly  right. 


Reply. 

A  correspondent  over  the  signature  of  *'  Cui  Bono," 
very  feelingly  inquires  why  we  should  employ  the 
columns  of  the  Gazette  in  exposing  the  tricks,  artifices, 
and  devices  of  quackery  in  the  profession,  and  out  of  it  ? 
He  suggests  that  if  hollow  pretension  and  empty  arro- 
gance on  the  part  of  certain  would-be  dignitaries, 
suffice  to  surround  them  with  fawning  sycophants,  who 
cling  like  so  many  parasites  to  these  imbeciles,  and 
follow  them  like  shadows  ;  the  knavery  of  the  former, 
and  the  self-stultification  of  the  latter  should  pass 
unrebuked.  And  so  of  every  other  species  of  impos- 
ture, by  which  the  ignorant  and  unwary  are  victimized. 
He  asks,  "  Why  should  you  incur  the  barking  of  Tray, 
Blanche,  and  Sweetheart  at  your  heels  ?  "  And  he 
adds  "  I  question  the  policy  of  exposing  the  mischiefs 
of  the  numerous  and  powerful  cliques  in  our  profession, 
or  rebuking  the  folly  of  those  who  are  their  dupes,  for 
their  name  is  Legion.    And  as  to  arousing  the  resent- 
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merit  of  influential  and  wealthy  practitioners  on  public 
credulity, I  ask  Cui  Bonol" 

Now,  in  reply,  we  would  briefly  inform  our  corres- 
pondent that,  in  conducting  this  Journal,  the  question 
is  never  mooted,  what  is  policy,  or  what  will  be  popular, 
but  singly  and  only,  what  is  right  ?  For  the  present 
we  content  ourselves  with  adopting  the  indignant  lan- 
guage of  the  great  satirist, 

"  Ask  you  what  provocation  I  have  had? 
The  strong  antipathy  of  good  to  bad  ! 
When  truth  andscience,  an  affront  endures, 
The  offence  is  mine,  my  friend,  and  should  be  your'g  ; 
Mine,  as  the  foe  to  every  false  pretence, 
Yours,  as  the  friend  of  truth  and  common  sense." 


Monument  to  Dr.  Jenner. 

We  have  heretofore  called  attention  to  this  subject, 
and  announced  the  names  of  the  sub-committees  which 
have  been  appointed  to  solicit  and  receive  subscriptions 
from  the  profession  and  our  citizens  generally,  for  the 
United  States.  Since  then,  Professors  C.  A.  Lee  and 
H.  Green,  of  New- York,  have  issued  a  circular,  by 
•which  it  appears  that  they  concur  with  the  Boston 
committee,  in  limiting  the  subscription  to  One  Dollar 
for  every  individual  contributor,  while  any  sum,  how- 
ever small,  will  be  received. 

We  learn  from  our  friend,  Professor  Mutter,  of  the 
Philadelphia  committee,  that  they  have  opened  a  sub- 
scription, without  limiting  the  amount,  and  in  the  hope 
of  thus  receiving  larger  subscriptions. 

Highly  appreciating  the  object  of  thus  honoring  the 
memory  of  the  illustrious  Jenner,  and  concurring  in  the 
opinion  of  the  original  committee  in  London,  that 
"every  man,  woman,  and  child,  now  living,  owes  to 
him,  under  God,  an  undeniable  debt  of  obligation  and 
gratitude;"  nevertheless,  from  our  knowledge  of  this 
generation,  we  are  constrained  to  doubt  whether  any_ 
considerable  contribution  towards  this  object  will  be 
raised  in  America.  Witness  the  universal  costiveness 
towards  the  projected  monument,  even  to  the  Father 
of  his  country ! 


Tribute  of  Respect. 

Professor  Draper  delivered  an  address  on  the  8th 
inst.  in  the  University  Medical  College,  on  the  Life  and 
Character  of  the  late  Professor  Pattison,  before  a  large 
audience,  chiefly  composed  of  medical  men.  Full  jus- 
tice was  done  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  the 
eloquent  eulogist  was  listened  to  with  evident  gratifica- 
tion by  all  present. 


Monograph  on  Physical  Diagnosis, 

BY  A  STUDENT. 
(Continued  from  page  277,  vol.  2.) 

As  this  is  a  difficult  subject,  I  propose  now  to  illus- 
trate these  physical  signs  by  presenting  them  before 
you  as  they  attend  upon  individual  diseases.  And  first, 
of  Bronchitis.    In  this  disease  percussion  is  of  little 


use,  but  in  its  earliest  stnge  the  absence  of  the  vesicular 
murmur  may  be  detected  by  auscultation,  even  al- 
though the  blowing  or  bronchial  sound  is  augmented. 
The  dry  and  moist  rhonci  are  occasionally  heard  in  its 
progress.  Here  the  rational  signs  must  be  regarded. 
At  first  no  expectoration,  and  afterwards  thin  and  trans- 
parent, until  convalescence  commences,  when  more 
opaque  and  of  more  consistence.  The  cough  at  first 
loud  and  hoarse,  becomes  loose  and  more  frequent 
when  the  expectoration  begins.  In  pneumonia  or  pleu- 
risy, there  is  a  short  dry  cough,  while  in  incipient 
phthisis  we  have  a  faint  and  rare  cough.  In  some 
forms  of  chronic  bronchitis,  we  have  nearly  every 
variety  of  sounds. 

Pretjmonia  has  three  stages  in  which  the  physical 
signs  are  important.  1st.  The  infiltration  of  the  pul- 
monary tissues  with  blood  and  serum.  2d.  Hepatiza- 
tion, owing  to  the  deposit  of  lymph  within  the  tissue. 
3rd.  The  gray  softening,  purulent  infiltration,  or  yellow 
hepatization. 

It  is  only  useful  in  the  second  and  third  stages  to 
use  percussion,  for  not  until  hepatization  does  the  re- 
sonance of  the  chest  alter.  A  dull  flat  sound  is  then 
yielded,  proportioned  to  its  extent  and  position.  But 
auscultation  is  useful  in  every  stage.  At  first  we  have 
a  crepitant  rale,  and  a  rude  bronchial  respiration.  In 
the  second  stage  this  crepitus  nearly  or  quite  ceases, 
except  after  coughing.  The  bronchial  respiration  is 
very  loud,  especially  at  the  root  of  the  lungs,  and 
bronchophony  is  here  present,  hence  Pneumonia  is  the 
type  of  both  for  study.  In  the  third  stage  we  have  a 
loose  sub-crepitus  or  mucous  rale,  instead  of  the  loud 
bronchial.  As  in  many  cases,  a  favorable  termination 
results  from  the  treatment  of  the  second  stage,  the 
signs  of  the  third  do  not  occur,  but  convalescence  is 
announced  by  a  crepitant  rhoncus  resulting  from  the 
passage  of  the  air  again  through  the  hepatized  tissue. 

Tuberculous  Phthisis.  In  the  first  stage  of  this 
disease,  while  there  are  yet  but  a  few  scattered  tuber- 
cles, whatever  may  be  pretended,  all  practical  men  are 
aware  that  it  is  impossible  to  detect  their  existence  by 
physical  exploration,  and  we  must  depend  solely  on 
the  rational  signs.  They  are  generally  most  numerous 
as  the  disease  becomes  developed,  as  well  as  larger 
about  the  summit  of  the  lungs,  and  hence  their  exis- 
tence may  now  be  ascertained  by  the  dull  sound  on 
percussion  above,  upon,  and  below  the  clavicle,  always 
remembering  that  the  summit  of  the  left  is  a  little 
more  sonorous  in  health  than  the  right. 

At  first  a  slight  increase  of  the  blowing  sound  is 
discerned  both  in  expiration  and  inspiration.  It  is 
heard  earlier  on  the  right  than  the  left,  even  when  both 
are  equally  suffering,  but  if  greater  on  the  left,  the 
evidence  is  strong.  The  same  remark  applies  to  the 
resonance  of  the  voice. 

Tubercles  are  most  easily  detected  by  auscultation 
on  the  posterior  wall  of  the  chest,  and  alterations  of 
respiration  and  the  voice  should  be  Bought  here.  But 
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percussion  in  the  early  stages  of  phthisis  is  best  per- 
formed anteriorly,  as  the  lungs  are  nearer  the  surface. 

After  the  tubercles  have  collected  in  masses  about 
the  bronchial  tubes,  as  in  the  second  stage  of  phthisis, 
the  physical  signs  become  conclusive.  Percussion  near 
the  clavieles  gives  a  dull  sound.  Auscultation  gives 
the  blowing  sound  while  the  vesicular  ceases.  Bron- 
chophony is  also  present,  but  not  so  loud  as  in  pneu- 
monia. An  increased  sound  of  the  heart  is  heard 
when  the  tubercles  have  formed  between  that  viscus 
and  the  wall  of  the  thorax.  If  the  right  lung  be 
much  diseased  the  sound  of  the  heart  will  be  heard 
louder  on  the  right  side  ;  and  if  the  left,  then  as  loud 
at  the  apex  as  at  the  precordial  region. 

In  the  third  stage,  when  the  tubercles  are  softening, 
and  abscesses  become  cavities,  we  have  first  the  caver- 
nous respiration  until  the  cavities  are  as  large  as  an 
egg,  if  they  become  larger  the  amphoric  will  occur,  as 
when  a  whole  lobe  is  destroyed.  In  such  cases  pec- 
toriloquy is  heard.  In  this  stage  it  is  that  the  sub- 
crepitus  rale  becomes  distinct,  as  also  the  mucous  and 
gurgling  rhonci. 

The  conformation  of  tbe  chest  is  an  important  means 
of  diagnosis  in  phthisis.  In  early  periods  the  elevation 
and  protrusion  of  the  shoulders,  the  contraction  of  the 
anterior  surface  of  the  chest  by  emaciation  of  the  pec- 
toral muscles  should  not  be  overlooked.  But  this 
emaciation  and  contraction  is  often  greater  by  the  ad- 
hesions between  the  two  surfaces  of  the  pleura,  near 
the  tuberculous  deposits,  and  hence  the  post  clavicular 
depressions  are  to  be  percussed. 

If  there  were  no  other  argument  for  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  physical  signs,  the  ability  to  detect 
latent  phthisis  thereby  would  be  ample,  especially  in 
children  and  young  persons.  So  also  in  the  various 
complications  of  tuberculous  affections  these  signs  are 
invaluable.  But  they  are  alike  useful  in  enabling  us 
to  ascertain  the  non-existence  of  phthisis  when  it  is 
apprehended,  and  thus  relieving  the  patient  and  friends 
from  intense  mental  suffering.  So  also  Ave  may  ascer- 
tain the  second  or  third  stage  of  phthisis  to  be  present, 
and  to  interpose  judiciously  in  preventing  patients  un- 
dertaking long  journeys  from  home  in  hope  of  restora- 
tion, when  speedy  and  certain  death  awaits  them.  If 
we  rely  on  the  rational  signs  alone,  our  prognosis  will 
be  inaccurate.  Neither  would  I  advise  in  any  case 
exclusive  reliance  on  either  class,  rational  or  physical, 
for  both  are  necessary  and  important. 

Pleurisy.  This  disease  of  the  serous  tissues  is  so 
generally  accompanied  by  effusion,  that  the  advantages 
of  physical  explanation  are  incalculable  in  discriminating 
its  precise  nature  and  extent,  of  which  the  rational 
signs  furnish  us  little  aid.  The  dilatation  of  the  thorax 
though  not  perceptible  in  the  earliest  stage  of  pleurisy, 
soon  becomes  so,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the 
effusion.  At  first  the  intercostal  spaces  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  chest  are  dilated,  and  the  angles  of  the 
ribs  hero  elevated.    In  the  axilla  and  anterior  part  of 
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the  chest,  as  the  effusion  progresses,  the  intercostal 
spaces  protrude,  and  mensuration  of  the  affected  side 
will  show  an  increase  in  the  semi-circumference  of  from 
one  to  three  inches,  and  the  heart  is  often  displaced 
and  found  beneath  the  sternum  when  large  effusion 
occurs  on  the  left  side.  The  dilatation  of  the  thorax,  if 
pain  be  present  is  the  best  diagnostic  we  have  of 
pleurisy. 

Percussion  is  of  great  value  here,  enabling  us  to 
discover,  by  the  dull  sound,  the  earliest  occurrence  of 
effusion.  It  must  be  made  first  in  the  erect  posture  on 
the  inferior  part  of  the  chest,  and  if  then  used  anteri- 
orly and  posteriorly  the  dull  sound  -will  be  evident. 
Should  there  still  be  doubt,  let  the  patient  b«  laid  upon 
his  face,  and  the  sonorous  result  of  percussion  on  the 
back,  where  it  was  previously  dull,  will  show  that  the 
fluid  by  its  gravity  occupies  the  depending  portion  of 
the  thoracic  cavity. 

By  auscultation  we  discover  the  feebleness  of  the 
vesicular  murmur  by  reason  of  short  inspirations,  and 
when  the  effusion  is  great  the  respiratory  sounds  be- 
come almost  inaudible,  except  the  bronchial,  and  when 
this  is  strong  it  is  complicated  with  pneumonia. 

To  be  continued. 


New-York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

At  the  last  meeting,  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
present  year  took  place.  There  were  twelve  gentlemen 
who  had  the  distinguished  honor  of  a  nomination  for 
the  office  of  President,  which  places  them  on  the  road 
to  eminence,  even  if  they  lack  votes.  The  Academy, 
by  a  decisive  majority,  chose  the  venerable  Dr.  Thomas 
Cock  to  be  their  presiding  officer,  a  gentleman  who  has 
long  been  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  his  profession, 
and  is  worthy  of  its  highest  honors.  The  electftm  of  a 
man  of  so  pure  character  and  dignified  deportment  in 
all  the  relations  of  life,  will  be  hailed  by  the  best 
friends  of  the  Academy  as  an  omen  for  good. 


Microscopy. 

This  subject  is  deservedly  attracting  the  increased 
attention  of  the  profession  every  where.  Superior  in- 
struments have  recently  been  imported  in  large  numbers, 
and  they  are  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  who  are  ac- 
quiring very  great  facility  in  their  use,  and  in  their 
application  to  pathological  and  practical  inquiries.  Drs. 
Sabine  and  Dewees,  of  this  city,  are  forming  a  Micro- 
scopical Society  for  purposes  of  mutual  improvement 
in  the  science  and  art  of  minute  investigation  into 
healthy  and  morbid  structure  as  well  as  function,  in 
human  and  comparative  anatomy,  which  will  be  to 
them  and  their  associates  a  source  of  incalculable  inte- 
rest and  professional  knowledge. 

We  perceive  that  Professor  Dalton,  of  the  Buffalo 
Medical  College,  has  been  encouraged  to  form  classes 
for  instruction  and  demonstration  in  this  department,  so 
that  the  profession  in  that  city  have  the  opportunity  of 
profiting  by  practical  lessons  in  Microscopy  from  that 
able  and  gifted  teacher. 
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Webster's  Dictionary  in  India. 

'  It  is  interesting  to  notice  how  the  labors  of  men  in 
every  department  of  literature  and  science,  are  made, 
in  the  providence  of  God,  to  subserve  the  cause  of 
missions.  As  an  example,  the  labors  of  Noah  Webster, 
though  designed  primarily  for  those  speaking  the  Eng- 
lish language,  are  likely  to  prove  of  signal  service  in 
respect  to  unnumbered  millions  using  widely  different 
tongues.  Mr.  Spaulding,  one  of  the  oldest  missionaries 
of  the  Board  in  Ceylon,  after  using  his  "  Dictionary, 
unabridged,"  for  about  a  year,  pronounces  it  "  in  every 
respect  more  complete  than  any  work,  and  even  all 
other  works  of  the  kind,  in  the  English  language." 
The  manner  in  using  it,  which  has  led  to  the  above  con 
elusion,  he  describes  as  follows  :  "  From  the  day  of  its 
arrival,  four,  six,  or  ten  pages  each  day,  for  four  days 
each  week,  passed  under  my  eye,  and  every  word  which 
was  thought  to  be  such  as  would  be  useful  to  mission- 
aries, to  civilians,  or  to  Tamil  youth  studying  the  English 
language,  with  its  various  shades  of  meaning,  was 
defined  by  Tamil  synonyms,  or  idiomatic  phrases."  In 
this  way  he  has  prepared  the  second  edition  of  the 
English  and  Tamil  Lexicon,  a  volume  of  nine  hundred 
octavo  pages. 

Thus  the  labors  of  Dr.  Webster  are  made  available 
for  a  race  amounting  to  twelve  millions  of  souls.  As 
through  the  liberality  of  the  publishers,  all  the  missions 
of  the  principal  Boards  of  the  United  States  have  been 
furnished  with  copies  of  the  Dictionary,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed that  this  is  only  the  commencement  of  the  bene- 
ficial influence  of  this  great  work,  which  may  be  used 
as  the  means  of  preparing  other  dictionaries,  for  the 
instruction  of  other  millions,  in  almost  every  part  of 

the  heathen  World.  Journal  of  Missions. 


Law  Inadaquate  to  Protect  Medicine. 

Mr.  Editor :  I  had  hoped  that  the  "  long-vexed  Ber- 
moothes "  of  Medical  Reform  had  subsided  into  an 
even  current  of  professional  opinion,  and  that,  sparing 
you  my  own  trivialities,  I  might  rest  henceforth  quietly 
in  obscurity,  and  watch  the  development  of  the  great 
work  under  other  and  better  auspices.  But  the  letter 
of  Dr.  Corson,  and  several  other  private  epistles  re- 
ceived by  myself  from  legal  friends,  warn  me  that  I 
must  trespass'on  your  kindness  but  this  once  more, 
to  "define  my  position."  I  have  asserted  that  legal 
interference  neither  could  or  would  benefit  us  ;  and  I 
repeat  it.  It  was  only  after  full  consideration  that  I 
made  this  statement.  When  I  am  convinced  to  the 
contrary,  I  will  retract — and  not  before.  With  all  due 
deference  to  our  legal  brethren,  and  to  their  exalted 
opinion  of  their  own  profession,  we  must  still  believe 
that  "  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  "  is  powerless  in  our 
behalf.  That  it  will  not  assist  us  is  evident.  That  it 
cannot,  I  purpose  briefly  to  show.  In  the  first  place, 
I  deny  the  right  of  legal  interference.  If  there  was 
an  admitted  standard  of  medical  ability,  the  right  to 
make  that  the  legal  guage  would  be  apparent.  But 
there  is  not.    Our  country  abounds  in  diverse  systems 


|  of  quackery,  each  claiming  to  be  the  true  and  only 
practice,  and  each  possessing  powerful  support.  If 
one  of  these  is  right,  all  the  rest  must  be  wrong  ;  and 
also  the  regular  educated  practice  of  medicine.  But 
who  shall  decide  1  Who  shall  dare  appoint  exam- 
ining committees,  (which  must  be  composed  of  men 
agreeing  in  opinion,)  and  permit  them  to  decide  upon 
the  persons  legally  qualified  to  practice  ?  It  would  be 
the  height  of  injustice  to  say  to  any  class  of  men:  You 
may  practice  ;  others  shall  not  ;  either  because  those 
others  are  uneducated,  or  because  they  are  rascals,  and 
deceive  the  community.  Even  were  such  a  law  passed, 
it  could  never  be  enforced.  The  people  would  rise  in 
arms  against  it : — 

"  For  sure  the  pleasure  is  as  great 

"  In  being  cheated  as  to  cheat." 
They  would  resist  it  as  an  encroachment  upon  their  un- 
doubted right  to  be  befooled  and  behumbugged  as  much 
as  they  pleased.  Even  those  who  had  no  opinion  on 
the  subject  would  sympathize  with  the  "persecuted," 
and  the  law  would  be  repealed.  One  of  my  legal  cor- 
respondents intimates  that  either  an  educated  public  or 
legal  restraint  is  necessary,  and  says  the  former  is  im- 
possible. I  deny  the  proposition  ;  but  for  argument 
granting  it  ;  if  legal  restraint  were  imposed,  would  not 
the  public  take  vast  offence  at  thus  being  practically 
informed  that  they  were  incapable  of  judging  for  them- 
selves? Put  the  case  to  ourselves.  Suppose  some 
quackery  were  established  by  law ;  who  of  us  would 
dream  of  submitting,  and  who  would  ever  be  com- 
pelled to  1  Each  miserable  blood-thirsty  quack  pre- 
tends to  believe  his  statement,  and  who  can  say  that 
he  does  not  ?  Such  legal  interference  would,  and  does 
answer  in  monarchical  governments,  but  cannot  here. 
The  cure  is  in  the  people  themselves.  It  is  our  busi- 
ness to  show  them  the  contrast  between  educated  prac- 
tice and  quackery  ;  and  theirs  to  make  the  choice.  We 
are  told  that  our  associations  will  take  the  character  of 
"  cliques,"  and  that  many  "  regulars,"  unable  from  their 
ignorance,  to  enter  our  number,  will  oppose  us.  Bah  ! 
Wo  are  now  morally  too  formidable  to  fear  them.  By 
remaining  outside,  they  show  that  they  are  "  not  of 
us ;  that  they  are  quacks  (i.  e.  ignorant  pretenders,) 
and  being  open  enemies,  down  they  must  go  with  the 
rest  of  the  quacks.  Away  with  all  this  puling  folly  about 
legal  assistance.  We  waited  for  it  long,  and  they 
spurned  us.  Now  that  we  need  no  legal  assistance,  they 
come  with  munificent  offers  of  aid,  and  ensure  us,  for- 
sooth, that  "  our  sytem  will  do  excellently  well  as  a  foun- 
dation to  build  " — their  legal  edifice  on.  But  "  Timeo 
Danaos  et  dona  ferentes."  Many  warm  friends  have  I 
in  that  profession,  and  none  are  more  sincere  than  those 
whose  letters  have  moved  this  reply,  but  the  friendship 
is  entirely  extra-professional.  Legislation  is  indispensa- 
ble for  a  country,  but  needless  for  our  protection.  Let 
us  be  true  to  ourselves,  and  graduate  yearly  only 
the  proper  number  of  qualified  men,  and  quackery, 
outside  the  profession,  will  die  of  marasmus. 
Ewe,  Pa.  Veo.  lKO.       _  H.  J.  Medical  Reporter. 
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Dr.  Stephenson's  Introductory. 

The  following  extract  from  this  lecture  will  serve  to 
call  attention  to  the  course  which  Dr.  Stephenson  has 
commenced,  as  announced  in  his  advertisement.  [See 
p.  1  of  this  Number.] 

I  have  selected  for  my  subject  that  cherished  object 
of  my  regard,  the  human  eye.  And  what  other  organ 
is  there  in  the  whole  mechanism  of  man  so  truly 
deserving  of  our  attention,  or  that  more  completely 
challanges  our  admiration. 

If  each  muscular  fibre  in  man,  beast,  bird,  and  fish, 
proclaim  the  existence  of  a  great  First  Cause,  how 
overwhelming  is  the  evidence  when  we  examine  that 
curious  and  wonderful  organ,  the  human  eye.  Surely 
in  no  other  structure  do  we  discover  more  of  the 
wisdom,  power,  and  benevolence  of  the  Supreme 
Being.  . 

Look  at  its  complicated  mechanism,  the  rapidity  of 
its  movements,  its  wonderful  powers  in  the  phenomina 
of  vision,  its  numerous  diseases,  with  their  pathological 
appearances,  and  it  is,  I  had  like  to  have  said,  a  world 
of  study  of  itself.  By  the  aid  of  this  delicate  and 
beautiful  organ  we  are  enabled  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  whole  material  universe.  We  behold  its  verdant 
lawns,  its  variegated  foliage,  its  lovely  plains,  its  tower- 
ing mountains,  its  meandering  streams,  and  its  placid 
lakes. 

Deprived  of  the  organ  of  vision,  and  this  beautiful 
landscape,  so  lovely  to  the  sight,  with  all  that  is 
pleasing  and  delightful  in  life,  becomes  a  perfect  blank. 
The  prince  of  English  poets,  (who  doubtless  was  an 
amaurotic,)  in  reference  to  himself,  thus  pours  forth 
his  lamentations  : 

"  These  eyes,  though  clear 
To  outward  view,  of  blemish  or  of  spot, 
Bereft  of  light  their  seeing  have  forgot  ; 
Nor  to  their  idle  orbs  doth  sight  appear 
Of  sun,  or  moon,  or  star,  throughout  the  year  !" 

The  eye  is  not  only  the  most  useful,  but  it  is  also 
the  most  beautiful  and  expressive  of  all  the  organs  of 
6ense.  Its  brilliancy  lights  up  "  the  human  face  di- 
vine," and  render's  it  unexpressably  sweet.  What 
language  so  winning,  so  subduing,  and  so  captivating 
as  a  laughing  intelligent  eye.  But  there  is  another 
aspect  in  which  we  must  now  view  the  eye — I  refer  to 
its  diseases.  From  its  diversity  of  structure  and  ex- 
treme delicacy,  it  is  subject  to  a  greater  variety  of 
diseases  than  almost  any  other  organ  in  the  body,  and 
for  this  reason  it  is  pre-eminently  interesting  to  the 
physician.  When  we  consider  the  various  textures  com- 
posing the  eye,  we  arc  not  surprised  at  the  diversity  of 
diseases  to  which  it  is  exposed.  For  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  in  the  eye,  or  its  appendages,  we  have 
nearly  every  tissue  that  can  be  found  in  any  other  part 
of  the  body.  We  have  its  cellular,  muscular,  mucus, 
serous,  vascular,  nervous,  glandular,  secretory,  excre- 
tory, cartilaginous,  ligamentous,  and  epidermoid  sys- 
tems, in  the  greatest  degree  of  perfectiou. 
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There  are  no  diseases  to  which  flesh  is  heir  more 
important  than  those  affecting  the  eye ;  and  none 
which  require  a  more  careful  diagnosis,  or  a  more 
prompt  decisive  course  of  treatment.  An  error  here  is 
the  more  to  be  deplored  because  it  is  usually  an  irre- 
treavable  one. 

Maltreatment  in  a  case  of  Corneitis,  or  Iritis,  or  of 
Purulent  or  Gonorrheal  ophthalmia,  if  continued  but 
for  a  few  hours,  may  result  in  ulceration,  rupture,  or 
opacity  of  the  cornea;  in  Prolapsus  Iriiiis,  Synechia,  or 
in  a  closure  of  the  pupil ;  in  Staphyloma,  or  sloughing 
of  the  tunics  of  the  eye, 


Hints  to  the  People. 

Dr.  W.  M.  Wood,  Surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  is  the 
author  of  a  popular  treatise  under  this  title,  which  is 
published,  in  a  neat  form  adapted  to  gjneral  circulation, 
by  G.  H.  Derby  &  Co. 

We  make  room  for  the  following  extract,  and  hope  it 
may  serve  to  create  interest  in  the  work,  and  promote  its 
sale  and  distribution  : — 

"That  so  terrible  an  evil  as  that  which  results  from 
the  existing  popular  notions  of  the  art  of  healing, 
should  permanently  continue  in  an  enlightened  com- 
munity or  age  is  impossible.  The  dawn  of  a  better 
day  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  Executive  of  the  state 
of  New- York  has  made  special  mention  of  the  sub- 
ject of  medical  education.  The  following  is  taken  from 
a  message  of  the  late  governor"  of  New- York:  'No 
subject  more  universally  affects  all  classes,  and  all 
members  of  the  community,  than  that  of  the  public 
health.  I  therefore  earnestly  request  your  attention  to 
the  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  and  suggest  their 
careful  review  and  amendment,  especially  with  a  view 
to  secure  the  benefit  of  the  combined  experience  of 
scientific  and  learned  men  throughout  the  state,  with 
respect  to  the  origin,  the  causes,  the  progress  and  the 
treatment  of  all  malignant  or  infectious  diseases.  It 
may  also  be  well  to  consider  whether  the  time  has  not 
arrived  when  the  state  is  called  upon  to  contribute  its 
aid,  more  efficiently  than  it  has  hitherto  done,  to  ad- 
vance the  cause  of  medical  education.  Every  inhabi- 
tant of  the  state,  at  some  time  or  other,  feels  the  need 
of  the  physician,  and  is  interested  that  he  should  be 
learned  and  skilful.' 

"  Learned  and  skilful,'  yes  !  these  are  the  requisites, 
but  how  are  they  to  be  attained  ?  There  are  medical 
schools  in  the  north,  the  south,  the  east,  and  the  west, 
and  every  year  sees  these  schools  sending  forth  crowds 
of  young  men  certified  as  being  qualified,  '  learned  and 
skilful'  in  the  art  of  healing,  and  this  after  a  term  of 
study  too  short  to  acquire  thoroughly  any  one  of  the 
sciences,  which,  in  the  aggregate,  make  up  the  profes- 
sion of  medicine.  Almost  every  country  neighborhood 
sees  some  young  man  too  sickly,  too  lazy,  or  perhaps 
too  stupid  to  learn  a  mechanical  pursuit,  go  off  to 
study  medicine,  provided  that,  for  two  or  three  winters 
he,  or  his  friends,  can  raise  a  few  hundred  dollars ;  and 
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at  the  end  of  this  time  he  comes  back  a  qualified 
doctor,  with  a  diploma  in  his  pocket.  Every  one 
knows  that  he  was  entirely  deficient  in  that  preliminary 
education  which  is  the  key  to  professional  knowledge. 
The  people  soon  learn  to  feel  as  much  respect  for  the 
spontaneous  quack  of  the  neighborhood,  as  for  him  of 
college  growth,  or  perhaps  the  natural  shrewdness  and 
intelligence  of  the  former  give  him  an  advantage.  Of 
course  so  long  as  the  granting  of  diplomas  is  a  mere 
trade,  and  medical  schools  are  but  shops  for  their  sale, 
the  multiplicity  of  these  shops  beget  a  competition 
which  lowers  the  terms  and  standard  so  as  to  attract 
the  greater  number  of  customers;  and  those  who  should 
be  the  guardians  of  the  profession  of  medicine,  send 
forth  such  representatives  of  it,  as  lead  to  the  erroneous 
popular  opinions  of  the  nature  of  the  science  itself. 

"  No  one  may  here  oppose  the  popular  objection  that 
we  would  limit  the  facility  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
the  profession  of  medicine  to  the  few  whose  wealth  would 
enable  them  to  attend  expensive  schools  remote  from 
their  homes.  Just  the  reverse  ;  we  would  make  the 
domain  of  medicine  a  true  republic,  and  only  ask  of  its 
members  if  they  have  the  requisite  knowledge  ;  not, 
where  they  got  it ; — whether  amid  halls,  laboratories, 
and  libraries  of  large  cities,  or  through  the  inspiration 
of  genius,  by  the  light  of  a  pine  torch  in  a  forest  cabin. 
Let  every  village  have  its  medical  school,  if  it  may  be 
thought  expedient.  Indeed  it  is  a  question  whether,  if 
medical  education,  or  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
medicine,  were  a  part  of  general  education,  there 
would  not  be  greater  confidence  in  the  profession,  and 
more  respect  awarded  to  those  who  pursue  it  ?  An 
illiterate  person  might  apply  to  a  qurcking  juggler,  or 
to  any  one  less  illiterate  than  himself,  for  information 
upon  some  abstruse  point  of  chemistry,  geology,  mi- 
neralogy, or  astronomy ;  but  all  having  only  the  ordinary 
school  knowledge  of  these  sciences,  would  know  that 
only  those  eminent  for  their  learning  would  be  likely 
to  give  the  required  information.  The  same  thing  is 
seen  when  regularly  instructed  members  of  the  profes- 
sion apply  for  information  to  those  of  the  profession 
having  greater  skill  and  learning  than  themselves. 
Many  gentlemen,  particularly  in  the  southern  states, 
study  medicine  for  the  sake  of  mental  occupation,  with 
no  intention  of  pursuing  it  as  a  business ;  and  many 
who  have  been  in  the  profession,  abandon  it  for  other 
pursuits  ;  yet  these  gentlemen,  who  are  informed  upon 
the  nature  of  the  profession,  seek  the  best  attainable 
medical  advice  for  the  relief  of  the  ailments  of  them- 
selves or  their  families.  These  facts  lead  very  strongly 
to  the  inference  that  popular  medical  education  would 
be  fatal  to  the  existence  of  quackery,  and  would  leave 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  hands  of  those  having 
the  best  natural  and  acquired  gifts  for  its  pursuits  ; 
and  those  so  gifted  would  occupy  a  high  and  honored 
place  in  the  confidence  of  an  intelligent  constituency. 

"  Whilst,  then,  we  make  no  objection  to  the  multipli- 
cation of  schools  and  teachers  of  medicine,  we  doubt 
very  much  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  thesa 


schools  and  teachers  having  the  interested  power  to 
grant  diplomas — to  certify  to  the  merits  of  their  own 
numerous  offspring ;  and  while  this  system  endures 
the  public  is  justified  in  its  contempt  for  diplomas.  It 
is  suggested  that  a  better  mode- would  be  to  compose 
an  examining  board  in  each  state,  in  which  all  the 
schools  might  be  represented,  and  thus  examine  each 
other's  pupils,  or  all  candidates  presenting  themselves  ; 
the  faculty  of  the  state  might  also  be  represented,  and 
even  the  people,  through  their  executive,  or  a  commit- 
tee of  their  legislature. 

"  If  some  such  system  as  this  were  adopted,  the  results 
would  show  what  teachers  and  schools  were  worthy  of 
most  confidence ;  the  despotism  of  institutions  which 
have  grown  powerful  from  adventitious  circumstances 
would  be  broken  down,  and  the  people,  having  a  part 
in  the""process  of  confering  medical  degrees,  would  be 
more  ready  to  oppose  quackery  by  legislation,"  ' 

<£  o  m  m  u  u  t  c  a  1 1  o  u  s  . 

[We  give  place  to  the  following  article,  but  are 
unable  to  vouch  for  its  entire  accuracy,  as  we  were  not 
present.  If  the  Academy  would  employ  their  meet- 
ings in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  their  ConstU 
tution,  and  not  transform  themselves  into  officers  of 
medical  police,  they  would  not,  as  now,  repel  from 
their  meetings  so  many  of  the  oldest  and  best  members 
of  the  profession,  who  think  their  time  can  be  better 
employed.  We  honor  their  judgment  when  such  reso- 
lutions as  those  recently  entertained  are  discussed,  for 
they  are  characterized  by  bad  English  and  worse  sense, 
and  the  spirit  which  prompts  them  is  destructive  to  the 
harmony  and  usefulness  of  the  body.] 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  on  the 
3d  December,  the  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Bachelder, 
at  the  last  meeting,  concerning  the  New- York  Medical 
College,  for  conferring  upon  S.  M.  Elliott  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  and  administering  also  a  rebuke  to  those  Fellows 
of  the  Academy  who  were  the  censors  upon  the 
examination  for  such  degree,  and  admonishing  them  to 
be  more  careful  in  future,  how  they  lent  themselves  as 
instruments  for  the  admission  of  unworthy  members 
into  the  profession,  <fec.  was  called  up  by  Dr.  Horace 
Green,  President  of  the  New- York  Medical  College; 
who,  in  rising  to  the  resolution,  remarked  that,  previous 
to  the  consideration  of  this  question,  he  must  express 
his  surprise  at  the  manner  in  which  the  resolution  had 
been  brought  before  the  Academy.  Understanding 
that  it  was  the  intention  to  introduce  some  resolution  of 
this  character  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Academy,  he 
had  attended  and  remained  until  the  other  resolutions, 
to  which  this  was  originally  appended  by  the  movers, 
were  read  and  discussed,  and  until  a  large  number  of 
the  members  had  retired,  himself  among  the  rest ; 
when,  no  sooner  had  he  left  the  room,  and  no  other 
representative  of  that  College  was  found  to  be  present, 
than  this  odious  resolution  was  introduced,  and  an 
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attempt  made  to  pass  it  through  the  Academy.  But 
of  the  manner  of  which  this  was  attempted,  and  of  the 
spirit  manifested,  Dr.  Green  had  nothing  further  to 
say,  but  with  regard  to  the  subject  contained  in  this 
resolution,  he  wished  to  submit  a  statement  of  facts. 

Dr.  Samuel  M.  Elliott  was,  at  the  time  of  his  first 
connection  with  the  New- York  Medical  College,  un- 
known to  the  faculty,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions. He  presented  himself  as  one  of  the  students 
of  the  College,  took  the  tickets  of  the  professors,  and 
complied  with  all  the  requisitions  of  their  charter.  At 
the  close  of  the  term  he  presented  himself  for  ex- 
amination, having  in  his  possession  certificates  of  re- 
commendation of  the  highest  order,  from  medical 
gentlemen  of  as  exalted  standing  as  any  in  our  com- 
munity. That  when  he  presented  himself  for  exami- 
nation he  was  received  by  the  faculty — not  as  "  Dr. 
Elliott,  the  Oculist,"  but  as  Samuel  M.  Elliott,  a  Stu- 
dent of  the  New-  York  Medical  College.  As  such  he  came 
before  each  individual  professor,  and  passed  through  a 
most  thorough,  and  a  most  excellent  examination.  Hav- 
ing done  this,  he,  with  the  other  students  preparing  to 
graduate,  were  brought  before  the  Censors  of  the  College ; 
men,  who  every  member  of  the  Academy  well  knew  were 
antagonistic,  placed  there  by  the  legislature  to  superin- 
tend the  examination,  and  see  that  no  unworthy  mem- 
ber was  passed  into  the  profession.  Here  he  went 
through  another  thorough,  and,  to  them,  perfectly 
satisfactory  examination,  in  confirmation  of  which 
statement  Dr.  Green  would  refer  to  these  Censors 
themselves.  Drs.  F.  U.  Johnston,  William  Powers,  and 
W.  H.  Dudley,  two  of  them  members  of  this  Academy, 
were  not  men  to  attest,  under  their  hands,  to  a  certifi- 
cate in  the  terms  contained  in  the  one  which  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the  members,  if  the  facts 
therein  set  forth  were  untrue.  Here  Dr.  Green  read 
the  statement  of  these  gentlemen,  made  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  College,  testifying  to  the  very  satisfactory  man- 
ner in  which  the  candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  (of  which  number  S.  M.  Elliott  was  one,)  had 
passed  through  their  several  examinations.  Having 
passed  this  ordeal,  he,  with  the  other  students,  was 
recommended  by  the  Censors  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
New- York  Medical  College  for  the  degree  of  M.  D. 

To  the  Trustees  of  that  Institution,  and  not  to  the 
faculty,  said  Dr.  Green,  belongs  the  power  of  conferring 
this  degree ;  and  by  them,  through  their  President,  the 
degrees  were  conferred.  And  surely  these  Trustees, 
among  whom  are  George  Wood,  Judge  Sandford, 
Judge  Ingraham,  Judge  Edwards,  and  twenty-six 
other  gentlemen,  of  the  highest  and  most  respectable 
members  of  our  community,  are  men  who  would  scorn, 
by  any  act  of  theirs,  to  bring  dishonor  upon  the  nodi- 
cal profession!  And  now,  Dr.  Green  would  appeal  to 
the  magnanimity  of  the  Academy — aside  from  all  other 
feelings — to  say  what,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  faculty  of  the  New- York  Medical  College 
could  have  done  differently  from  what  they  did,  and 


whether  there  was  anything  in  the  course  pursued  by 
the  college,  in  this  matter,  that  called  for  the  resolution 
before  them,  or  that  merited  the  unseemly  and  pointed 
attack  upon  this  Institution,  that  its  enemies  in  moving 
the  resolution  had  made  ? 

Dr,  James  Anderson  regretted  that  this  matter  had 
been  brought  before  the  Academy  ;  it  was  not  a  proper 
subject  for  their  consideration — they  were  meddling 
with  that  which  was  not  their  business.  They  were 
not  sitting,  as  a  Grand  Jury,  to  hear  complaints  pre- 
ferred against  individuals  or  Institutions.  If  they  were, 
the  whole  term  of  the  Academy  might  be  occupied 
with  such  matters. 

Much  dissatisfaction  seemed  to  be  felt  by  members 
that  this  resolution  should  be  entertained  by  the  Aca- 
demy, and  several  requested  its  withdrawal. 

Dr.  Bachelder  reiterated  his  charges  against  the 
New- York  Medical  College,  and  spoke  particularly 
and  vehemently  against  Dr.  Elliott.  He  would  like 
to  ask  how  many  lectures  Dr.  Elliott  had  attended, 
with  whom  he  had  studied?  &c.  He  considered  the 
conferring  of  the  degree  of  M.  D.  upon  him  every 
way  objectionable  to  the  profession.  He  condemned 
also  the  course  pursued  by  the  other  medical  schools 
in  the  city  in  graduating  quacks.  He  had  long 
known  of  many  such  instances.  Students  had  en- 
tered these  schools  as  homoeopaths,  had  gone  through 
with  their  studies  and  been  graduated  as  such,  when  it 
was  well  known  they  meant  to  practice  homoeopathy. 
Others,  again,  had  entered,  well  known  as  in  the  prac- 
tice of  quackery  when  they  commenced,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  though  they  continued  to 
practise  quackery  openly. 

In  reply  to  the  several  queries  propounded  by  Dr. 
Bachelder,  Dr.  Green  said  he  would  answer  by  asking 
the  gentleman  one  question.  If  Dr.  Bachelder  had 
long  known  of  this  obliquity  of  conduct  in  the  acts  of 
these  other  schools,  why  he  had  singled  out  the  New- 
York  Medical  College  as  the  one  on  which  to  attempt 
to  bring  the  odium  of  the  profession,  by  proposing  to 
pass  such  a  resolution  ? 

Several  members  again  proposed  that  the  resolution 
be  withdrawn,  and  it  was  accordingly  withdrawn 
unanimously. 

An  effort  was  then  made  to  expunge  from  the 
minutes  all  mention  of  the  subject  of  Dr.  Bachelder's 
resolution  ;  but  the  subject  was  left,  and  appears  on  the 
minutes  of  the  Academy,  in  the  order  in  which  it  was 
brought  forward,  a  singular  instance  of  an  unmanly 
method  of  attack  on  the  part  of  individuals,  and  a 
warning  to  the  Academy  how  it  lends  itself  to  subjects 
foreign  to  its  sphere,  or  permits  the  recurrence  of 
similar  acts  on  the  part  of  its  members.      T.  V.  L. 

Case  of  Hernia. 

The  following  case  may  be  interesting  from  the 
unusual  situation  of  the  hernia : 

Mr.  H  ,  of  Casco,  Maine,  was  seized  on  Fri 

day  morning,  Nov.  7,  1851,  with  severe  spasniodia 
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pains  in  the  abdomen,  principally  confined  to  the  left 
inguinal  region,  and  the  usual  symptom  of  strangulated 
intestine.  On  Saturday  morning  I  saw  him  in  consul- 
tation with  his  attending  physician,  Dr.  Eastman.  The 
patient  was  a  very  fit  man.  There  was  a  tumor  extend- 
ing from  the  pubes  in  the  direction  of  the  inguinal 
canal,  as  far  as  the  ribs.  The  tumor  was  most  promi- 
nent just  above  the  situation  of  the  internal  ring.  Be- 
low the  internal  ring  there  was  evidently  no  descent  of 
any  of  the  abdominal  contents.  Owing  to  the  obesity 
of  the  patient,  and  the  great  hardness  and  tenderness 
of  the  general  swelling,  we  could  not  satisfy  ourselves 
as  to  the  Strang  . 1  ition  of  a  portion  of  bowel  in  the 
internal  ring,  or  whether  there  was  an  obstruction  of 
the  bowels  in  the  abdominal  cavity. 

I  proposed  cutting  down  to  the  tumor,  but  as  from 
the  uncertainty  of  the  diagnosis  I  could  not  promise 
that  the  operation  would  be  successful,  it  was  not  per- 
formed, and  the  patient  rapidly  sank  and  died  on  Sun- 
day at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  Autopsy. — The  fat  over  the 
tumor  was  an  inch  and  a  half  in  thickness.  Underneath 
the  external  oblique  muscle,  and  in  the  direction  of  a 
line  drawn  from  the  pubis  across  the  internal  ring,  there 
was  a  sac,  closely  adherent  to  the  surrounding  part, 
extending  from  the  upper  border  of  the  internal  ring 
five  inches  in  length.  It  was  filled  with  a  mass  of  stran- 
gulated intestine  and  omentum,  in  a  gangrenous  state. 
This  man  wore  a  truss.  For  many  years  he  had  been 
subject  to  attacks  of  colic,  which  were  always  relieved 
by  an  opiate,  followed  by  croton  oil ;  and  during  these 
attacks  there  was  always  swelling  above  the  truss. 

Otisfield,  Me.  Nov.  13,  1851.  J.  M.  BlAKE,  M.  D. 


Successful  Treatment  of  Hydrocephalus  by  Purgation 
with  Jalap. 

P  ,  a  male  infant,  aged  eighteen  months,  con- 
valescent, but  still  under  treatment  for  pneumonia;  he 
had  been  leeched  and  blistered  upon  the  chest,  and 
taken  small  doses  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha  at 
regular  intervals.  On  the  19th  of  November  he  com- 
menced to  vomit,  and  his  mother  drew  my  attention  to 
his  "throwing  his  head  about,"  and  expressed  her 
opinion  that  "  the  disease  had  gone  to  his  head.  I 
ordered  a  blister  to  be  applied  behind  each  ear,  ice  to 
the  head,  revulsives  to  the  feet,  &c.  and  also  directed 
a  tea-spoonful  of  the  following  mixture,  to  be  given 
eyery  three  hours,  until  it  purged  freely  : 

Pulv.  Jalapce,  gr.  xxii. 

Potassce  Hydriod,  gr.  xij. 

Syr.  Simplex,  3  ij. 

Aqua.  q.  s.  Mist,  3  j. 
November  20. — The  usual  symptoms  of  hydrocepha- 
lus fully  developed ;  one  side  of  the.  body  partially 
paralysed,  with  continual  automatic  movements  of  one 
hand,  the  case  presenting  so  hopeless  an  aspect,  I  had 
some,  difficulty  in  prevailing  upon  the  mother  to  con- 
tinue the  .treatment.  The  medicine  having  purged  very 


i  freely,  I  directed  it  to  be  given  at  longer  intervals. 
[  Vesication  had  been  produced,  but  the  surface  dried 
j  up  immediately,  in  spite  of  the  dressings  of  the  ung. 
!  resinet,  ung.  hydr.  fort. 

Nov.  22. — Applied  a  blister  to  the  vertex  contain- 
ing the  purgative. 

23d. — The  pupils  contracted  upon  exposure  to  a 
strong  light. 

24th.— -Convalescent;  and  from  this  time  he  pro- 
gressed rapidly  to  a  perfect  restoration  to  health.  His 
food,  during  his  illness,  consisted  of  arrow-root  and 
his  mother's  breast. 

The  second  case  is  that  of  a  little  boy,  aged  four  years  ; 
'  I  saw  him  for  the  first  time  on  the  morning  of  the  1st 
of  December;  his  mother  sent  for  me  in  a  hurry,  state- 
ing  he  had  a  fit ;  I  found  he  had  been  sick  over  a 
week.    Under  the  direction  of  his  mother,  he  had 
j  taken  one  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap,  several  doses  of 
i  castor  oil,  and  some  magnesia.  I  had  previously  treated 
|  one  of  her  children  for  remittent  fever,  and  she  had,  as 
well  as  she  was  able,  treated  this  little  fellow  after  the 
same  manner.    On  visiting  my  patient  I  found  une- 
quivocal signs  of  hydrocephalus,  the  pupils  oscillated, 
but  gave  not  the  least  indication  of  being  influenced  by 
the  strongest  light.    He  vomited  frequently,  his  feet 
were  cold,  and  having  been  sick  over  a  week,  he  was 
very  much  emaciated.    I  ordered  him  the  following 
mixture. 

£    Pulv.  Jalapce,  3  ij. 

Potass.  Hydriod.  3j.  ** 
Syrupi,  3  iv. 

Aqua.  q.  s.  ut  ft.  Mist,  3ij. 

To  give  a  tea-spoonful  every  two  hours  until  it 
purged  freely,  blisters  behind  the  ears,  subsequently 
upon  the  legs;  to  abridge  the  case  as  much  as  possible, 
the  blisters  vesicated,  but  immediately  dried  up ;  the 
medicines  purged  so  freely  that  his  mother  declared  he 
was  purging  all  the  time ;  the  evacuations  were  entirely 
watery,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  quantity  of  green 
matter,  all  of  which,  of  course,  passed  away  in  bed. 

On  the  4th,  blistered  the  vertex,  dressing  it  with 
the  ung.  resin  hydrarg ;  from  this  blister  I  had  a 
good  secreting  surface ;  the  medicine  was  continued  at 
longer  or  shorter  intervals,  without  any  sensible  im- 
provement, till  the  6th,  when  the  pupils  evidently  con- 
tracted upon  exposure  to  a  strong  light.    On  the  7th, 
I  on  making  my  visit,  his  mother  assured  me  he  could 
see,  and  that  he  recognized  her;  from  this  time,  with 
very  slight  interruption,  he  rapidly  regained  his  ordi- 
!  nary  health.    Whilst  under  treatment  his  nutriment 
j  consisted  of  strong  beef-tea,  thickened  with  rice,  given 
ad  libitum.  As  soon  as  the  brain  was  relieved  from  the 
presfure  "upon  it,  he  became  most  ravenous  for  food, 
calling  for  it  continually,  (he  reminded  me  of  the  de- 
scription the  ship-wrecked  Byron  gives  of  himself  and 
|  crew,  when  after  a  long  privation  they  came  in  posses- 
I  sion  of  food ;)  he  was  now  allowed  wine  whey,  and 
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I  believe  lie  obtained  more  solids  than  I  thought  pru- 
dent, for  his  mother  said  she  could  not  live  in  the  house 
with  him  if  she  did  not  feed  him. 

I  have  purposely  curtailed  these  two  cases,  so  as  to 
infringe  as  little  upon  your  space  as  possible.  I  Will 
remark,  that  I  ascribe  the  recovery  of  my  two  patients 
entirely  to  the  purgation ;  I  believe  the  hydriodate  to 
have  been  of  no  special  benefit;  the  bi-tart  of  potash 
would  have  done  equally  well ;  for  some  time  I  deter- 
mined to  treat  hydrocephalus  by  purgation. 

After  effusion  had  taken  place,  under  the  mercurial 
or  the  hydriodate  of  potash  treatment,  I  have  invariably 
failed  of  curing  my  patient.  The  purgative  that  I 
expected  to  benefit  my  patient  must  be  one  that  would 
produce  serous  passages;  for  that  purpose  I  selected 
jalap,  and  at  the  same  time  availed  myself  of  the  usual 
revulsives,  whilst  supporting  my  patient's  strength  with 
strong  animal  broths.  For  the  theory  of  the  treatment 
I  will  refer  the  reader  to  the  abstract  of  a  paper  upon 
Dropsy,  by  Dr.  O'Beirnes,  in  Braithwaite,  No.  6,  1842. 

Thomas  B.  Griffin,  M.  D. 

New- York,  December,  26,  1B5L 


$  c  id  publications. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Kidney 
and   Generative   Organs.     By   William  Acton. 
New-York,  J.  S.  Itedneld,  1852. 
A  new  edition  of  this  deservedly  popular  work, 
with  improvements,  additional  illustrations,  and  colored 
plates,  would  of  itself  awaken  an  anxiety  among  the 
profession  to  examine  its  contents.    The  present  copy 
is  reprinted  from  the  second  London  edition,  and  will 
be  found  to  be  essentially  a  new  work,  so  numerous 
and  extensive  are  the  additions.     It  comprises  non- 
specific as  well  as  specific  diseases,  and  next  to  the 
more  expensive  work  of  Ricord,  this  compend  by  his 
pupil  deserves  patronage,  and  will  well  repay  perusal. 

Harper's  Monthly  Magazine. 
International  Magazine. 

These  rival  publications  have  both  excelled  their 
former  selves,  in  the  January  number,  respectively. 
The  competition  has  doubtless  greatly  improved  the 
tone  and  character  of  these  monthlies,  and  contributed 
to  swell  the  tide  of  popularity  upon  which  they  have 
both  ridden  into  public  favor  to  an  unparalleled  extent. 
They  are  now  more  generally  read  among  all  classes  of 
the  American  community,  than  perhaps  any  other 
issues  from  the  press.  Their  moral  tendencies  are  de- 
signed to  be  unexceptionable,  which  is  all-important  in 
these  degenerate  days. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  fourth  volume  has  been  received,  comprising 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  at  the  late  Annual  Con- 
vention, at  Charleston,  in  May,  1851.  It  possesses 
strong  claims  upon  the  profession,  and  the  series  of 
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which  this  is  the  fourth  volume,  are  worthy  of  a  place 
in  every  medical  library.  We  are  surprised  to  learn 
that  so  large  a  proportion  remain  unsold  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee. 

Analytical  Compendium  of  Medical  Science.  Phi- 
ladelphia, Blanchard  <fc  Lea,  1852. 
This  is  a  second  edition  of  this  work,  which  contains 
a  series  of  hand-books  on  each  of  the  several  depart- 
ments taught  in  the  schools,  and  designed  for  the  use 
and  examination  of  students.  Though  elementary  in 
its  teachings,  and  of  necessity  imperfect  because  super- 
ficial, yet  it  is  probably  the  best  book  of  its  class,  and 
will  be  useful  to  the  grinder  as  well  as  the  gvludee. 
The  authors  are  Drs.  Neill  and  Smith,  both  of  whom 
are  highly  reputable  as  teachers  and  practitioners. 

Pereira's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.  Blan- 
chard &  Lea,  Philadelphia,  1852. 

The  first  volume  of  the  third  edition  of  this  stan- 
dard woik  has  just  appeared,  very  greatly  improved  by 
the  author,  and  by  the  American  editor,  Professor  Car- 
son. It  is  the  most  elaborate  and  complete  work  in 
this  department  which  has  ever  appeared,  and  must 
hold  its  place  as  a  standard  text  book.  The  issue  of 
the  2nd  volume  will  be  looked  for  with  interest. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


LIPPINCOTT,    GRAMBO    &  CO 
PHILADELPHIA, 


HAVE    NOW  READY  PARTS  I.  &,  II.  OF 
A  SYSTEM  OF  OPERATIVE  SURGERY, 

ADAPTED    TO    THE    PRACTICE    OF    SURGERY    IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES, 
AND    COMPRISING    A  FULL 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL   INDEX  AND  HISTORICAL 
RECORD  OF  THE  WORKS  AND  OPERATIONS 
EXECUTED  BY   AMERICAN  SURGEONS, 

FROM    THE    EARLIEST     FERIOD     TO    THE     PRESENT  TIME 

BY  HENRY  H.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

Surgeon  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Assistant  Lecturer  on 
Demonstrative  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
Lecturer  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  in 
the  Philadelphia  Medical  Institute,  &c. 
This  work  is  fully  illustrated  with  nearly  1000  Colored 
Steel  Engravings  of  the  highest  order  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
beautiful  drawings  of  Messrs.  Bernard  and  Huette  of  Paris 
will  contain  many  original  illustrations  of  the  operations  of 
the  Surgeons  of  this  country.    The  work  will  be  issued  in 
parts,  making,  when  complete,  one  large  octavo  volume. 
Each  Part  is  complete  in  itself,  the  Surgical  Anatomy  of 
each  region  being  described  in  connexion  with  the  opera- 
tions practised  upon  it. 

Parts  I.  and  II.  contain  the  Elementary  Operations,  together 

with  those  performed  upon  the  Head. 
Part  III.  will  comprise  the  operations  upon  the  Neck  and 

Trunk. 

Part  IV.  will  contain  the  operations  on  the  Genito-Urinary 

Organs  of  the  Male  and  Female.  And 
Part  V.  will  include  those  practised  upon  the  Extremities. 

The  whole  forming  one  large  Octavo  Volume  of  up- 
wards of  Six  Hundred  pages. 

Price  per  Part,  Tinted  Plates,      .       .       $1  50 
"  Elegantly  colored  from  Nature,  3  00 
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DISPENSATORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

BY  DRS.  WOOD  AND  BACHE. 
New  Edition,  much  enlarged  and  carefully  revised.  One  Vol. 
royal  octavo. 

A  TREATISE  ON  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

BY  GEORGE  B.  WOOD,  M.  D. 
On<  of  the  Authors  of  the  "  Dispensatory  of  the  U.  S."  &c. 
New  edition,  improved,  2  vols.  8vo. 


AN  ILLUSTRATED  SYSTEM  OF  HUMAN  ANATOMY; 

SPECIAL,  MICROSCOPIC,  <f-  PHYSIOLOGICAL 

BY  SAMUEL  GEORGE  MORTON,  M.  D. 
With  391  beautiful  illustrations.  One  volume,  royal  octavo. 

MATERIA   MEDIC A 

AND  THERAPEUTICS. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  well  known 
among;  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  pure  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  powdered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  and  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
couutry,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  medica.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Till,  &c.  &c.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
&c.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adultcrnted  (in  some  instances  more  than  half ;  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  En-land,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  the  American  market. 

It  seems  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  things.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  6ince,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New-York  Express  newspaper,  they  say  i 

"The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im. 
posed  upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
in  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  S1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  80  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  dings  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  scTi  for,  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  less  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apothecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  cheapness,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  tiling  we  have 
determined  on,  and  that  is,  that  it  6hall  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  pure  chemicals  is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  arc  scarcely  to  be  obtained  iu  any  part  of  the  country,  ns  they 
are  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
Into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Extensively  engaged  iu  the  manufacture  of 

FUB.E  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  in  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
in  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDRO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS 

are  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vacuum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, and  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
in  common  use,  and  which  are  sufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 


Among  them  are- 
Extract  of  Belladonna, 
"  Butternut, 
Buchu, 


Bloodroot, 
Conium, 

"  Seeds, 

"  German, 
Chamomile, 
Colocynth,  Ordinary, 
Opt. 

Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 

"  Inspissated, 
Digitalis, 
Gentian,  Opt. 

"  Ordinary, 
Hyosciamus, 


Extract  of  Hops, 

Jalap, 


Lu  puline, 
Nux  Vomica, 

Pink  root, 
Quassia, 
Rhubarb, 

Sarsaparilla,  Simplex, 

"  Compound, 
Para     "  Alcoholic, 
Hon.    "  "»« 
Stramonium. 

"  Seeds, 
English  Valerian, 
Dutch 


It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert.  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plauts,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  &c  &c. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  ic. 
all  the  active  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  we 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  &c.  etc.;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  varioui 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  when- 
ever known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  the  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  the 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  Schieffelill,  Haines  &  Co. 
Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New- York. 


OUR  CBZSMICAL  FACTORS' 

(known  as  tub  bellemont  laboratory) 
is  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  H.  CURRIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Antimony  Tartrate,  Crystals, 

..  ..  pulv. 

Ammonia,  Aqua, 

"        Liquor  Fort 
Amraoniated  Alcohol, 

«  "  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitras, 

"        "  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
«      "         "  Pure 
"    Sulphas,  Pure, 
«         "  Exsiccat, 
Iodide,  Arsenic, 
"  Lead, 
"        "  Crystals, 
"  Iron, 
"       "  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

"      "  Crystals, 
"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals  differ  in  appearance  from  the  die- 
mieals  ef  eommeroe,  as  well  as  in  their  valuable  properties,  aud 


Morphine,  Acetate, 
Granville's  Lotion, 
Oil  Copaiva, 
Oil  Cubebs, 

Collodion,  1  oz.  vials,  . 
Precipitated  Chalk, 
Prassic  Acid, 
Potassa  Nitras,  Pure, 
Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 
Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 
Sulphuret  Potassa, 
Vailet's  Ferruginous  Mass, 
Zinci  Acetas, 
Zinci  Sulphas, 
Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Labarraqaa, 

Confection  Roses, 
Confection  Senna, 
Blue  Pill  Mass, 
Ung  Mercurial. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article  ; 
while  those  usually  sold  arc  in  the  powdered  state,  in  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  in  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 
gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  tho  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  true  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  in  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
verizing Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  in  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammony,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearauce,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  M'edicines"  not  only 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  unpowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  confidence  that 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  drutf?  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  from  being  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and  also  in  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
sent  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  the  "  Extra 
Medicines"  of 

Philip  Schieffelin,  Haines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

In  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  we 
have  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  on 
our  own  premises. 


EXTEA  POWDEES. 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P. 
Pulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Allspice, 

"  Aloes,  Cape, 
"      "  Socot, 

"  Assafcetida, 

'•  Antimony,  Ref.  Blk.  Sulph. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

Aniseeds, 

"  Bayberry  Bark, 

"  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root, 

"  Bitter  Root, 

"  Black  Root, 

"  Borax, 

"  Buchu,i 

"  Caraway  Seeds, 

"  Cautharides, 

■'  Canella  Alba, 

"  Cardamon,  (Seeds  onlv,) 

"  Cicuta, 

"  Cranesbill, 

"  Cloves, 

"  Cinnamon,  ordinary, 
"         "  Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  Columbo, 

"  Colchicum  Roo 
Seed, 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs,  • 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 

"      "     1  oz.  vials, 

"  Ext.  Colocynth,  C'd. 
"      "    Licorice,  Calab. 

"  Fcenugrek  Seed, 

"  Gentian  Root, 

'*  Ginger,  Jamaica, 

"  Golden  Seal 

"  Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 

"  Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 

"  Gamboge,  , 

"  Mastich, 

"  Myrrh, 

"  Tragncanth, 

11  Hellebore,  white, 

Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  put  up  in  Vi  and  Vi  pound  bottles,  at  10  cents  peb  pound 


Pulv.  Hyosciamus, 

11  Ipecac,  without  the  woody 
centre, 

"  Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover's 
Powders,) 

"  Kino,' True, 

"  Lobelia, 
"        "  Seeds, 

"  Mandrake. 

"  Marsh  Rosemary, 

"  Mace, 

"  Mezereon, 

"  Nux  Vomica, 

"  Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 

"  Nutmegs, 

"  Nutaalls, 

"  Opium,  Turkey, 

"  Orange  Peel, 

"  Orris  Root, 

"  Pepper,  Cayenne,  Amer. 
Black, 

'•  Peruvian  Bark,  Loxa, 

Red, 

"  "  Calisaya, 

"  Prickly  Ash  Bark, 

"  Pink  Root, 

"  Pleurisy  Root, 

"  Rhubarb,  Turkey, 

"         "       East  India, 

"  Rhatany  Root, 

"  Sarsaparilla,  Para, 

"  Sage, 

"  Summer  Savory, 

"  Sweet  Marjoram, 

"  Sabina, 

"  Senna,  Alex. 

"  Seneka  Root, 

"  Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 

!!  vir?in'n 

"  "  •'    1  oz.  vials. 

"  Snakeroot,  Virginia 

"  Squills, 

"  Sulphate  Copper, 


As  many  of  the  Gums,  Ac.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, 
Aloes,  Assafcetida,  &c.  &c.  they  are  very  liable  to  run  together  and  become 
solid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  !rith  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  Sec.  &c.  Some  roots  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  &c.  &c.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powders  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  solid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  replace  them  with  others  that  are 
freshly  powdered. 

The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  us  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
pure  Then  ordered  in  bulk. 

The  value  of  this  oil,  a»  a  remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseases,  is  no  longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to  be  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medicine, 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— In  addition  to  the  Extra  Medicines,  we  also  keep  a 
large  and  well-assorted  stock  of  tht  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  other  Liquids  we  obtain  from  trie  most  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  every  known  test  for  impuritia;  and  we  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
0J  Drugs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  art  such  that  we  can  offer  inducements 
to  dealers,  which  must  influence  all  who  not  only  like  to  have  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  hare  goods  that  are  what  they  fub- 
pobt  to  be,  and  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES  &  CO. 
Dbucoists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists,  New-Yobk. 
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K  O  U  S  S  O  , 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM, 

DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  this 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PURE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broadway,  250  4th  Avenue,  and 
2  Park  Row. 


ADVERT 


SEME  NTS. 


KIERSTED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT. 

The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  Medicine, 
throughout  the  United  [States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
Invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
eeveral  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation.  ■  ,  ■  . 
It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  of 

AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OR  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR 
FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,   BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 
&c.  &c. 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  ca6es,  than  once  in  five 
or  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE  ;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced  j  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  ALL  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  o 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  ULCERS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir. 
culation,  will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
auch  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address.] 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  529  Broadway, 
( cor.  of  Spring-street,  Ncic-  York.) 

*,*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
•f  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  vir  : 
JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-sl.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broads:.  Newark,  N.J. 
R.  D.  COVERT,  MorrUtown,  N.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Stamford,  Ct.  and 
B.  SAWYER,  124  Lake-st.  Chicago,  111 


A.B.  &,    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  Ill  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW-YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  largo  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  sod  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware.  Halters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 
Roots, 

GEBTOISI  COD-LIVER  OIL, 

togetherwith  every  Article  comprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

-  -  -   DR.  McMUNN'S 

liilffi  OF  OPIUM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drug 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  bad  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  ami-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  tfc.  {fc. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera* 
ion  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headaeh, 

Nor  any  derungemcnt  of  the  constitution  or  central  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  other  Opiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinnl  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  stale  of 
combination  too.  produce  all  the  charactei  imic  effects  of  so  #iumnhant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  fiveof  its  other  valuable  principles  are  exeluiled. 

2.  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  more  characteristic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  And  as  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  or  deteriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine  ;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latter  from  being  used  w  ith  precision  anil  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  be 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  arc  administered, 
with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  all  their  salutary  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embrnces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  <fc  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7, 181B. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operanou  in 
my  practice.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  oilier  remedy  ;  and  1  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  ed  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allujing  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  hav  e  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  mora 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  no  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cuses  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  either  as  au  anodyne  or  soporific,  w  ithout  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  lo  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
state  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  hours 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  vviih  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes  ;  but  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tilted  the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  dnys.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  I  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  w  ithout  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  w  ithout  feeliug 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti  emetic  it  is  invaln- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the.  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  in  use  for  particular  conditions.      Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.  D. 

IT  NOTICE. — A.  B.&D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMln-, 
all  bis  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  ihe  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  1^41,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during  that 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consumeis  that  no  Elixir  of  Opium 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  -their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper,  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  a>  hereto- 
fore, to  A.  B.  „t  D.  Sands,  Wholesale  Druggists,  HI  William-street,  corner  of 
Fulton,  New-York.   Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 
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Subscriptions,  Advertisements,  Boohs  for  Review,  i 
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Editor,        775  Broadway,  free  of  charge. 

Take  Notice. 

The  1st  and  2nd  volumes  of  the  New-York  Medical 
Gazette  for  1S50  and  can  now  be  bad,  neatly 

bound  and  lettered,  bv  enclosing  three  dollars  to  the 
editor,  which  will  enable  new  subscribers  to  secure  a 
complete  series  from  the  beginning.  Early  application 
will  be  necessary,  as  the  few  on  hand  will  be  speedily 
disposed  of. 

The  third  volume  having  commenced  with  the  last 
number,  for  which  the  demand  has  already  nearly  ex- 
hausted the  entire  edition,  we  can  hereafter  give  no 
assurance  of  supplying  new  subscribers,  antecedent  to 
the  date  when  [heir  names  are  received  and  placed  on 
the  mail-book. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  large  majority  of  our 
patrons  for  the  prompt  payment  of  their  subscriptions, 
and  in  view  of  the  low  price  of  the  paper,  we  trust 
that  delinquents  will  remit  the  amount  due  forthwith. 
Advance  payment  is  indispensable,  else  discontinuance 
is  unavoidable,  and  ought  not  to  be  complained  of. 

The  rapid  increase  of  our  subscription  list  affords 
gratifying  evidence  of  the  sense  of  the  profession,  that 
there  is  "pres>ing  need  of  an  independent  journal,  to 
protect  the  great  body  of  medical  men  from  the  clan- 
destine injustice  which  cliques  and  party  journals  are 
ever  inflicting,  by  combinations  of  exclusives  for  pur- 
poses of  self-aggrandizement  and  the  disparagement  | 
of  their  brethren,  who,  if  not  their  superiors,  are  at  all 
events  their  equals.  We  appreciate  the  kindly  and 
cordial  greetings  which  are  daily  reaching  us  from  so 
many  sources,  encouraging  us  by  assurances  of  syste- 
matic exertions  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Gazette 
by  .tending  us  new  subscribers.  This  is  the  kind  of 
patronage  we  need,  to  enable  us,  by  reaching  a  multi- 
tude of°minds  in  the  profession  all  over  the  country, 
-to  give  th«  needed  impulse  for  a  concert  of  action  so 
.extensive  and  powerful  as  to  crush  the  cliqueism  which 
is  every  where  the  destruction  of  that  esprit  die  corps 
.which  can  alone  exalt  the  fraternity  any  where  to  their 
true  position.  Let  the  great  body  of  medical  men  in 
every  neighborhood  rally  in  solid  phalanx  against  every 
clique  or  secret  society,  and  combine  se  defendendo,  for 
the  common  defence  against  these  conspiracies  of  the 
minority  against  their  equals ;  and  the  mclhode  numeri- 
que  will  be  found  omnipotent. 

This  journal  will  fearlessly,  as  heretofore,  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  profession  against  conspirators  who 
endanger  the  common  weal  of  the  fraternity,  under 

I W    ■  ~ 


whatever  specious  device  of  cliqueism  they  may  conceal 
their  sinister  and  unworthy,  because  sJfi>h  purposes 
The  exposure  of  all  such  will  be  made,  without  fear  or 
favor,  whenever  the  facts  are  furnished;  and  like  kin- 
dred vice  in  other  departments, 

This  is  a  mouster  of  such  hideous  mien, 
That  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  s?e». 


Medical  Society  of  Loudon. 

Dr.  Murphy,  the  chairman,  then  expressed  his  opi- 
nion respecting  homoeopathy,  and  classed  the  professed 
homoeopathists,  mesmerists,  and  hydropathists,  with  the 
professed  charlatan,  who  sells  his  cures  under  a  thou- 
sand different  disguises.    With  such  men  homoepathy 
becomes  a  form  of  quackery,  the  more  dangerous  be- 
cause it  assumes  the  garb  of  a  science.    The  saeret  re- 
medy vendor  is  far  more  harmless ;  the  public,  if  they 
trust  in  him,  do  it  with  their  eyes  open  ;  but  the  char- 
latan who  entangles  them  in  the  intricacies  of  a  pseudo- 
science,  who  bewilders  them  in  the  subtleties  of  the  ab- 
surd dogma,  "  similia  similibus,  curantur,"  and  presents 
to  them  his  inlinitesimal  dose  as  the  ultimate  result  of 
his  scientific  inquiries,  is  calculated  to  do  a  much  great- 
er evil,  just  in  proportion  as  the  scientific  garb  he  as- 
sumes is  calculated  to  deceive  even  the  judicious  and 
the  reflecting.  (Cheers.)  Still  he  (Dr.  Murphy)  felt  that 
such  a  stigma  should  not  be  affixed  to  a  professional 
brother  without  just  cause,  as  it  would  lead  to  an 
abuse  as  great  as  homoeopathy  itself.  There  may  be 
some  honest  men  in  the  profession  anxious  to  obtain 
some  valuable  grains  of  wheat  from  the  mass  of  chaff, 
and  who,  therefore,  may  order  smaller  doses  than  hi- 
therto, and  consequently  may  look  like  homceopathists. 
Great  caution  should  be  used  in  classing  these  with  the 
others,  as,  so  far  from  aiding  in  the  suppression  of 
homoeopathy,  he  feared  it  would  give  it  unexpected 
support,  by  the  dogged  insistence  to  an  act  of  injustice, 
and  its  effects  on  the  human  mind.    He  would  say  for 
such  men,  who  have  been  educated  as  ourselves,  and 
who,  through  life,  have  observed  the  same  honorable 
course,  that  it  is  neither  just  nor  prudent  to  hold  them 
up  to  public  reprobation  merely  because  they  happen 
to  order  an  unusually  small  dose  of  medicine.  Strong- 
er and  more  decided  evidence  of  homoeopathic  demen- 
tia should  be  first  obtained,  such  an  open  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  principles  of  homoeopathy  as  the  foundation 
of  their  practice,  and  an  admission  that  they  are  con- 
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verts  to  these  novel  doctrines.  Then  is  the  time  to  act 
•with  decision  and  effect.  In  saying  this,  he  did  not 
wish  to  shelter  the  secret  homceopathist,  or  to  say  that 
he  should  not  be  called  upon  to  declare  his  faith,  to 
make  his  election  ;  but  to  caution  the  Society  against 
the  abuse  that  may  be  made  of  his  honest  intentions. 
Professional  character  is  the  only  property  a  profes- 
sional man  has  ;  deprive  him  of  that,  and  you  deprive 
him  of  everything.  This  being  the  case,  the  evidence 
against  any  of  our  professional  brethren  should  be  of 
the  clearest  nature  before  he  is  singled  out  as  an  object 
for  attack  or  accusation. 


New- York  Journal  of  Medicine. 

The  New-York  Journal  of  Medicine  for  January, 
1852,  is  an  improvement  on  any  of  its  predecessors,  in 
the  variety  and  value  of  its  contents.  Professor  Car- 
nochan's  late  amputation  of  the  lower  jaw,  with  disarti- 
culation of  both  condyles,  is  reported  at  length,  with 
very  superior  colored  plates;  and  this  is  an  achieve- 
ment which  will  exalt  the  reputation  of  the  surgeon  at 
home  and  abroad.  Professor  Parker's  cases  of  polypus 
laryngis  are  ably  reported  by  Dr.  Stepheu  Smith,  and 
illustrated  by  graphic  wood-cuts.  A  successful  case  of 
traumatic  tetanus  is  ably  detailed  by  Dr.  Daniel  Ayres 
of  Brooklyn.  Dr.  Trenor  has  furnished  a  valuable 
paper  on  the  professional  education  of  Dentists,  which 
will  well  repay  perusal.  The  other  original  articles  of 
the  number  are  also  meritorious. 

In  the  review  of  the  late  work  of  Dr.  Gross,  and 
other  works  on  kindred  subjects,  the  writer  is  open  to 
the  charge  of  hypercriticism,  though  he  exhibits  very 
creditable  ability.  There  are  a  number  of  Bibliographi- 
cal notices,  too  indiscriminate  in  laudation,  as  is  the 
fashion  of  the  times.  The  Number  concludes  with 
obituary  notices,  which  of  late  are  sadly  frequent. 

^Itscellantous  Mtmn. 


Dr.  Dodd  of  Boston  is  publishing  a  Veterinary 
Journal  which  promises  to  be  useful.  Dr.  Blandy  of 
Baltimore  is  conducting  the  Dental  Times,  a  monthly 
Journal,  with  signal  ability.  The  editor  of  the  Buffalo 
Medical  Journal  sharply  rebukes  Dr.  Hooker  for  his 
report  on  Demonstrative  Midwifery.  The  controversy 
between  Dr.  Ramsay  of  Georgia,  and  Dr.  Robertson  of 
South  Carolina,  seems  not  to  be  ended,  but  we  must  be 
excused  from  re-opening  it  in  our  columns.  Dr,  Reyer, 
chief  physician  of  the  imperial  hospital  at  Vienna,  has 
committed  suicide  by  chloroform.  The  Fire  King  seems 
to  be  a  regular  correspondent  to  the  Boston  Journal. 
Professor  S.  H.  Dickson  has  published  a  volume  of 
essays  on  Life,  Pain,  Sleep,  &c.  which  has  claims  to 
special  notice,  as  has  everything  from  his  pen.  Dr. 
Carnochan's  successful  case  of  amputation  of  the  entire 
lower  jaw,  has  been  issued  in  pamphlet  form,  together 
with  the  colored  plates,  as  in  the  New- York  Journal. 


We  see  by  the  papers  that  Priessnitz,  the  founder  of 
the  modern  sect  of  Hydropathists,  is  dead.  It  is  an- 
nounced that  he  could  neither  read  nor  write,  which  is 
the  fact  with  more  than  one  of  his  American  disciples. 

Dr.  Seth  Geer  has  resigned  the  office  of  Coroner  of 
the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  and  Dr.  John  Ives 
has  been  appointed  in  his  stead,  so  that  this  is  still,  as 
it  ought  to  be,  a  medical  office.  There  were  eight  gra- 
duates at  the  late  commencement  of  the  Female  Medi- 
cal College  in  Philadelphia.  Chloroform  is  commended 
as  a  remedy  for  hiccough. 


New-York  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

The  first  Number  of  this  new  monthly,  designed  for 
the  elevation  of  Apothecaries,  to  whose  pursuits  and 
interests  it  is  to  be  devoted,  has  just  appeared.  This 
specimen  of  the  Journal  is  highly  creditable  to  all  con- 
cerned, and  demonstrates  its  capacity  for  usefulness.  It 
is  published  by  a  Committee  of  the  College  of  Phar- 
macy, who  are  all  able  and  practical  men,  and  under 
their  "  control  and  direction,"  it  is  to  be  edited  by  Pro- 
fessor McCready.  The  terms  are  Three  Dollars  per 
annum,  payable  in  advance.  There  can  scarcely  be  a 
doubt  that  it  will  be  well  supported. 


Letter-writing  from  New-York. 

[The  following  extract  of  a  letter,  written  from  this 
city  for  publication  in  the  Western  Medico  Chirurgical 
Journal  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  is  from  the  pen  of  the  senior 
editor  who  sojourned  in  New- York  last  autumn,  long 
enough  to  immortalize  certain  parties  here,  some  of 
whom  will  be  amazed  to  find  themselves,  with  bald  and 
gray  heads,  placed  in  the  young  category  of  men ;  and 
their  modesty  will  be  shocked  at  the  discovery  of  their 
predicted  "  triumph  in  the  contest  for  superiority," 
over  such  old  fogies  as  Mott,  Stevens,  Francis,  Johnson, 
Berger,  Paine,  J.  M.  Smith,  Cock,  J.  Wood,  Delafield, 
and  other  such  men,  who  are  here  designated  as  "rem- 
nants of  a  past  and  dark  age," — "old-school-men," 
whose  "  claims  to  eminence  rest  upon  nothing  but  a 
change  in  the  color  of  their  hair !"  We  fancy  that  we 
see  our  neighbors,  Drs.  Purple,  Stone,  Isaacs,  et  id 
genus  omne,  looking  into  each  other's  faces,  and  laugh- 
ing at  the  ludicrous  figure  they  are  here  made  to  cut  in 
their '; vigorous  and  elastic  intellectuality," — "immea- 
surably in  advance"  of  these  old  fogies  in  the  "know- 
ledge of  the  science,"  &c.  maugre  all  the  "  solemn  non- 
sense and  mock  dignity  of  the  old  dynasty."  To  be 
grave  after  reading  this  letter  exceeds  all  power  of 
face.] 

There  are  two  classes  of  medical  men  in  this  city. 
First,  the  old  class,  who  link  the  past  with  the  present 
age,  and  who  in  public  as  well  as  private  delight  in 
nothing  so  much  as  boasting  of  their  antiquity,  and 
making  invidious  comparisons  between  the  profession  of 
medicine  now,  and  the  profession  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago,  when  its  members,  knowing  nothing  of  the  truly 
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glorious  and  useful  discoveries  of  modern  times,  were 
learned  and  dignified!  These  old  gentlemen  are  ren- 
dered exceedingly  unhappy  and  petulant  at  the  labor 
they  are  compelled  to  perform,  to  keep  within  hailing 
distance  of  the  progress  of  the  medical  science.  If  the 
captious  feeling  which  this  circumstance  engenders, 
were  confined  to  themselves,  it  would  do  no  evil.  But 
not  possessing  the  vigorous  and  elastic  intellectuality  of 
the  younger  members  of  the  profession,  who  are  im- 
measurably in  advance  of  them  in  a  knowledge  of  the 
science,  they  labor  to  compensate  for  the  disparity, 
by  discouraging  the  achievements  of  those  who  are 
guilty  of  the  monstrous  absurdity  of  being  young. 
There  are  some  memorable  illustrations  of  these  re- 
marks in  the  city  of  Ne  w-York  :  but  as  it  is  fashionable 
and  ethical  to  connive  at  the  crimes  and  abuses  in  our 
profession,  we  will  not  particularize  those  in  our  know- 
ledge who  are  guilty  of  them ;  neither  will  we  use  the 
language  of  adulation  and  falsehood  in  exalting  men, 
whose  claims  to  eminence  rest  upon  nothing  but  a 
change  in  the  color  of  the  hair.  We  desire  to  speak  the 
truth  as  it  is  revealed  to  us,  and  nothing  more  or  less. 
In  view  of  the  facts  above  mentioned,  it  may  seem 
strange  to  a  visiter  in  New-York,  that  some  of  these 
remnants  of  a  past  and  dark  age  exercise  so  much  in- 
fluence over  the  destiny  of  the  profession.  The  reason 
is  obvious.  The  science  of  medicine,  like  other  sciences, 
flourishes  best  where  two  elements  are  united  in  its  aid. 
One  industrious  genius,  and  this  is  the  more  important: 
the  other  is  pecuniary  patronage,  and  quite  necessary. 
Whilst  the  young  physicians  of  our  country  are  bending 
their  vigorous  and  cultivated  minds  to  the  development 
of  scientific  truth,  the  more  aged,  who  not  only  possess 
wealth  themselves,  but  sustain  those  relations  to  wealth 
which  give  them  influence  and  power — use  it  as  their 
feelings  dictate — sometimes  for  the  good  of  science,  but 
oftener,  unfortunately,  for  the  promotion  of  selfish  and 
mercenary  objects.  But  the  march  of  progress  is  not 
super6cial  or  partial :  it  is  profound  and  thorough,  and, 
in  science,  is  working  those  changes  in  favor  of  labor 
which  the  old  aristocracy  of  letters  claimed  for  wealth, 
age,  and  position.  The  spirit  which  impels  a  man  to 
look  down  with  contempt  upon  the  younger  and  less 
fortunate  as  the  inferior  members  of  a  profession,  is 
rapidly  giving  place  to  magnanimous  and  generous 
views,  and  the  exercise  of  those  liberal  virtues  which 
result  from  the  universal  diffusion  of  intelligence 
amongst  men.  The  solemn  nonsense  and  mock  dignity 
of  the  old  dynasty  is  giving  way  to  the  frank  and 
charitable  urbanity  of  the  representatives  of  a  new 
order. 

In  every  respect  the  young  physicians  of  New-York 
are  entitled  to  our  regard  and  admiration.  It  is  to  them 
that  the  recent  improvement  in  the  medical  interest  of 
this  city  is  principally  due.  It  has  always  appeared 
strange  to  me,  that  with  an  immense  population,  and 
with  wealth  and  prominence  in  the  commerce  and  affairs 
of  our  country,  this  city  has  made  no  greater  reputation 
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as  a  place  of  medical  learning.  On  the  argument  (I 
should  rather  say  sophism)  of  our  Eastern  brethren, 
based  on  population,  it  is  entitled  to  rank  before  Phila- 
delphia in  opportunities  for  medical  improvement ;  yet 
the  latter  city  as  every  one  knows,  has  heretofore  had 
the  best  medical  reputation  in  America.  But  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  younger  physicians  of  this 
place,  a  slow,  almost  imperceptible,  yet  certain  change 
is  going  on.  Being  possessed  of  equal  learning,  equal 
zeal  and  industry,  and  with  more  enlarged  and  liberal 
feelings  towards  the  rest  of  the  world,  they  will  utli- 
mately  triumph  in  the  contest  for  superiority.  Such 
men  as  Van  Buren,  Metcalf,  Stone,  Wood,  Purple, 
Isaacs,  Carnochan,  Green,  Davis  and  others,  men  of 
true  science  and  warm  spirits,  are  now  coming  upon  the 
stage,  and  replacing,  with  all  the  incidents  of  modern 
science,  as  before  remarked,  the  exclusiveness  of  the 
old  schoolmen.  We  wish  them  success  in  their  noble 
aims. 


©actual- 

It  becomes  our  painful  duty  to  record  the  death  of 
another  victim  of  ship  fever,  in  the  person  of  A.  Sid- 
ney Doane,  M.  D.  Health  Officer  of  the  Port  of  New- 
York  ;  a  station  which  he  has  occupied  during  two 
terms,  having  been  nominated  thereto  by  Governor  Se- 
ward, and  after  an  interval  of  four  years,  having  been 
again  selected  by  Governor  Fish. 

Dr.  Doane  was  a  medical  scholar,  and  esteemed  as 
an  able  and  accomplished  physician.  He  has  translated 
a  number  of  foreign  works,  the  republication  of  which 
was  under  his  editorship,  and  by  which  he  has  gained 
considerable  reputation.  He  was  a  man  of  great  ener- 
gy, industry,  and  indomitable  perseverance  in  whatever 
he  undertook,  while  he  possessed  no  ordinary  genius 
and  talent,  which  were  the  elements  of  his  success. 
The  office  he  held,  which  is  one  of  both  honor  and 
emolument,  was  earned  by  his  active  and  ardent  labors 
as  a  politician,  in  which  capacity  he  had  few  superiors. 

During  the  past  year,  he  sought  and  obtained  the 
professional  charge  of  the  Marine  Hospital,  in  addition 
to  his  other  labors,  and  his  disease  was  doubtless  con- 
tracted by  his  toilsome  duties  in  the  wards  recently 
crowded  with  newly  arrived  emigrants,  among  whom 
the  Typhus  fever  had  broken  out  on  ship-board,  prior 
to  their  arrival.  He  has  thus  fallen  a  martyr  to  his  pro- 
fession, and  furnished  by  his  death  still  another  admoni- 
tion in  favor  of  Fever  Hospital  buildings,  with  ample 
rooms,  lofty  ceilings,  and  free  ventilation,  for  lack  of 
which,  a  score  of  noble  medical  men  have  been  sacri- 
ficed in  the  public  service  of  this  city,  within  a  few 
years  past. 
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Cases  of  Injury  of  the  Orgaus  of  Vision  by  Explosion 
of  Gunpowder. 

BY    W.    C.    WALLACE,    M.  D. 

Case  1. — J.  G.  a  laborer,  while  engaged  in  blast- 
ing rocks  on  a  railroad,  approached  to  ascertain  the 
cause  why  a  charge  did  not  go  off,  and  received  the 
explosion  in  his  face.  When  I  saw  the  patient,  six 
weeks  after  the  accident,  the  case  presented  the  follow- 
ing symptoms : 

There  were  extensive  cicatrices  on  the  right  cheek, 
eyelids,  nose,  and  forehead,  the  margins  of  the  eyelids, 
with  the  cilia,  had  been  destroyed  and  the  eyelids  ad- 
hered to  each  other  with  the  exception  of  the  eighth 
of  an  inch  at  the  inner  can  thus.  The  eyelids,  cornea, 
iris  and  lens  of  the  left  eye  were  studded  with  nume- 
rous grains  of  gunpowder,  but  the  margins  were  free. 
The  lens  was  opaque,  and  vision  in  both  eyes  abolished. 

I  introduced  a  director  at  the  ununited  space  between 
the  eyelids  of  the  right  eye,  pushed  it  between  the  eye- 
lids and  the  eyeball  and  divided  the  former  with  a  probe 
pointed  bistoury.  The  conjunctiva  was  then  drawn 
over  the  margins  and  secured  by  sutures.  The  cornea 
was  found  partially  transparent,  but  owing  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  preceding  inflammation,  the  organ  was  dimi- 
nished in  size.  Although  he  recovered  sight  enough  to 
distinguish  objects  in  his  way,  vision  was  indistinct,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  cataract  in  the  left  eye, 
which  was  effected  by  three  operations  with  the  needle,  i 
and  distinct  vision  regained. 

A  disagreeable  cversion  of  the  right  eyelids  fol- 
lowed their  division,  but  the  patient  could  not  be  per- 
suaded to  submit  to  a  blepharoplastic  operation. 

Case  2. — P.  O.,  a  laborer,  was  affected  much  more 
severely  from  a  similar  cause.    The  forehead,  eyelids,  I 
nose  and  cheeks  were  marked  with  deep  cicatrices  and  I 
filled  with  grains  of  gunpowder.  As  the  right  eye  was  j 
shrivelled  and  more  than  the  two  external  thirds  of  the  i 
eyelids  adhered  to  each  other,  there  was  no  prospect  of  | 
relief,  and  none  was  attempted.    More  than  two-thirds 
of  the  left  cornea  were  opaque,  the  upper  and  inner 
portion  only  bemg  transparent ;  the  pupil  was  covered, 
and  vision  even  with  belladonna  very  unserviceable. 
Rather  more  than  the  inner  half  of  the  lower  eyelid 
was  destroyed  and  without  protection,  the  transparency 
of  the  uninjured  portion  of  the  cornea  was  endangered. 

The  first  indication  was  to  restore  the  patient  to 
sight,  which  was  accomplished  by  making  an  artificial 
pupil  by  excision. 

To  maintain  the  vision  thus  regained  it  was  thought  : 
advisable  to  perform  a  blepharoplastic  operation.    No  | 
original  plan  was  necessary,  as  the  method  of  forming  j 
the  inner  half  of  the  lower  eyelid,  adopted  by  Dr. 
Hasner,*  of  Prague,  had  been  published,  and  without 


*  JSntwurf  einer  anatomisehen  BegrQndung  der  Augenkrank- 
heiton,  von  Dr.  Jos.  Hasner.  Edlem  v.  Artha.  Prag.  1847. 


variation  was  applicable  to  the  present  case.  The  an- 
nexed cuts  are  nearly  taken  from  his  work,  and  show 


the  plan  which  was  successfully  followed.  Although 
the  skin  was  altered  by  cicatrisation  and  gunpowder,  a 


very  small  portion  only  of  the  lip  of  the  flap  taken 
from  the  forehead  sloughed  off ;  the  remainder  healed 
and  protected  the  eye  from  danger. 

Case  3. — From  a  similar  cause  the  right  eye  was 
destroyed,  and  the  left  lens  rendered  opaque  without 
adhesion  of  the  eyelids.  Some  of  the  phalanges  of  the 
fingers  had  been  broken,  and  the  skm  on  various  parts 
of  the  body  had  been  perforated  with  gravel. 

About  a  year  after  the  accident  I  divided  the  opaque 
lens,  by  means  of  a  cambric  needle  introduced  through 
the  cornea.  Considerable  inflammation  followed  the  op- 
eration. Three  months  afterwards,  as  absorption  did  not 
progress,  I  operated  through  the  sclerotica.  The  needle 
was  unusually  small,  and  the  organ  was  subjected  to 
little  mechanical  injury,  yet  violent  inflammation  suc- 
ceeded, and  the  eye  was  lost.  I  believe  that  during  the 
operation,  the  needle  disturbed  a  piece  of  gravel  or 
other  foreign  body  which  had  entered  the  eyeball  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion,  and  occasioned  the  unusual 
inflammation. 

Case  4. — 0.  H.,  a  lad  of  eighteen,  having  obtained 
the  lower  portion  of  a  gun,  screwed  out  the  percussion 
nipple,  and  fired  off  the  cannon  thus  manufactured, 
several  times.  To  increase  the  report,  the  charge  was 
rammed  with  extra  wadding,  and  when  the  match  was 
applied,  the  ignited  gunpowder  was  discharged  through 
the  wide  touch -hole  instead  of  the  muzzle.  The  eyes, 
eyelids,  and  face,  were  filled  with  the  powder,  and  both 
lenses  and  capsules  became  opaque.  About  eighteen 
months  after  the  accident,  the  capsules  were  removed 
from  the  field  of  vision,  and  the  soft  opaque  matter 
which  filled  the  pupil  was  absorbed  with  great  rapidity. 
In  less  than  a  week  he  was  restored  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  sight,  although  the  eye  was  subjected  to  far 
more  mechanical  violence  than  in  the  last  case. 
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Questions  on  Anatomy. 
BONES  OF  THE  HEAD. 

Continued. 

What  division  is  made  of  the  bones  of  the  head  ? 

1.  Those  of  the  cranium,  2.  those  of  the  face,  and 
3.  those  of  the  internal  ear. 

What  bones  belong  to  the  first  division,  or  the  cra- 
nium proper  1 

The  osfrontis,  os  occipitis,  2  ossa  parictalia,  2  ossa 
temporum,  os  sphenoides,  and  os  celhmoides,  numbering 
eight. 

Do  the  two  latter  strictly  belong  to  the  cranium  ? 

They  belong  in  common  to  the  cranium  and  face, 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  os  frontis ;  but  they 
are  generally  included  as  bones  of  the  cranium,  by  ana- 
tomical writers. 

How  many  bones  are  proper  to  the  face  ? 

There  are  fourteen,  viz.  2  nasal,  2  lachrymal,  2  malar, 
2  ripper  jaw,  2  palate,  2  turbinated,  the  vomer,  and 
lower  jaw.  Besides  the  osfrontis,  the  icthmoid  and 
sphenoid  which  contribute  to  the  structure  of  the  face, 
it  is  common  to  include  among  the  bones  of  the  face 
the  32  teeth,  and  the  os  hyoides,  or  the  bone  of  the 
tongue. 

What  bones  belong  to  the  third  division,  those  of 
the  internal  earl 

The  malleus,  incus,  stapes,  and  orbiculare,  and  as 
these  are  found  in  the  auditory  cavity  of  each  of  the 
temporal  bones,  they  number  8. 

Describe  the  general  peculiarities  of  the  bones  pro- 
per to  the  cranium  ? 

They  belong  to  the  division  of  the  flat  bones,  and 
are  constructed  of  two  tables  or  plates  with  an  interme- 
diate cellular  structure,  the  diploe.  The  external  table 
is  thick  and  strong,  the  internal  thin  and  brittle.  Their 
periosteum  is  called  pericranium.  They  are  united  by 
suture,  a  variety  of  Synarthrosis,  or  immoveable  articu- 
lation. 

OS  FRONTIS. 

How  would  you  describe  the  os  frontis? 

It  forms  the  superior  and  anterior  portion  of  the 
head,  it  is  convex  externally,  and  concave  internally, 
with  a  semicircular  border  above,  having  a  double  row 
of  serrated  edges,  forming  the  coronal  suture  by  uniting 
with  similar  edges  found  on  the  parietal  bones.  This 
is  called  the  frontal  portion  of  this  bone.  Its  lower 
border  is  very  irregular  in  form,  and  is  called  its  facial 
portion. 

What  are  the  peculiarities  of  this  bone  ? 

On  its  external  convexity  in  the  median  line  from 
above  downward,  there  is  a  linear  mark  which  indicates 
the  suture  of  the  two  pieces  which  form  this  bone  in 
infancy  and  the  following  other  peculiarities,  viz.  two 
superciliary  ridges  marking  the  eyebrows,  each  termi- 
nating in  an  external  and  internal  angular  process ;  a 
nasal  process  between  the  internal  angular  processes  ; 
a  temporal  ridge  and  process  behind  the  external  ,  angu- 
lar process  ;  two  orbitary  plates  running  back  from  the 


u  perciliary  ridges;  two  bumps  over  the'" frontal  sinu 
ses;  the  nasal  spine  projecting  internally;  the  super- 
ciliary or  supra  orbital  foramina  ;  the  orbital,  lacrymal, 
temporal  and  trochlearis  depressions. 

On  the  internal  concavity,  or  cerebral  surface,  we 
observe  the  groove  for  the  longitudinal  sinus ;  a  crest 
for  the  insertion  of  the  falx  cerebri ;  and  the  foramen 
eweum;  and  laterally  the  mammillary  eminences,  digital 
impressions  and  coronal  fossa. 

It  constitutes  the  forehead,  and  superior  portion  of 
the  face  as  well  as  a  great  part  of  the  orbits  and  is 
connected  with  the  bones  of  the  face  by  the  transverse 
suture,  while  the  sphenoid  is  united  to  it  by  a  suture 
named  by  that  bone. 

In  what  respects  does  this  bone  differ  in  the  foetus'! 

It  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  a  perpendicular  line, 
contains  no  sinuses,  and  neither  the  ridges,  orbital  plates 
nor  processes  are  perfect.  • 

OSSA  PARIETALIA. 

Describe  one  of  the  parietal  bones'? 

It  forms  the  superior  and  lateral  portion  of  the 
skull ;  it  is  nearly  quadrangular  and  like  the  frontal  is 
convex  and  concave  on  alternate  sides.  It  is  connected 
to  its  fellow  by  the  sagittal  suture,  to  the  frontal  bone 
by  the  coronal,  to  the  temporal  bone  by  the  squamous, 
to  the  occipital  by  the  lambdoidal  suture,  and  also  with 
the  sphenoid.  In  the  fetus  its  angles  are  unformed, 
and  otherwise  incomplete. 

What  particulars  are  observed  on  this  bone  1 

On  its  external  and  convex  surface,  and  in  its  mid- 
dle an  eminence  which  marks  its  point  of  ossification; 
and  just  below  it  the  temporal  ridge,  for  the  attachment 
of  the  muscle ;  four  sides  and  four  angles,  named  by 
their  situation,  anterior,  superior,  posterior,  inferior,  and 
their  compounds ;  and  on  its  concave  surface  there  are 
furrows  or  depressions  in  which  the  longitudinal  and 
lateral  sinuses  and  the  middle  meningeal  artery  are 
situated,  while  numerous  pits  are  observed  for  the 
transmission  of  vessels.  Only  one  foramen  is  well 
marked,  and  its  place  is  near  the  superior  posterior 
angle,  and  it  gives  passage  to  an  artery  to  the  dura 
mater,  and  a  vein  to  the  longitudinal  sinuses. 

OS  TEMPORIS. 

Can  you  state  the  situation  and  divisions  of  the 
temporal  bone] 

It  forms  the  lower  part  of  the  side  and  base  of  the 
skull,  and  comprises  three  portions,  the  squamous,  pe- 
trous and  mammillary  or  mastoid  portions.  The  squa- 
mous is  the  superior  portion,  externally  smooth,  and 
semicircular  at  its  top.  The  petrous  is  its  internal  and 
inferior  portion  and  very  irregular.  The  posterior  part 
of  the  bone  is  called  its  mammillary  portion. 

What  are  the  prominences  and  peculiarities  of  this 
temporal  bone! 

Its  processes  are  the  mastoid,  zygomatic,  styloid,  and 
vaginal,  which  furnish  attachments  for  numerous  mus- 
cles, ligaments,  &c.     Its  principal  depressions,  and 
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furrows  are  the  glenoid  cavity  for  the  articulation  of 
the  lower  jaw,  the  temporal  under  the  zygomatic  pro- 
cess, a  mastoid  furrow  for  a  part  of  the  lateral  sinus ; 
a  cavity  internal  to  its  styloid  process  contributing  to 
the  jugular  foramen.  Its  foramina  are  numerous,  ex- 
ternally the  meatus  auditorius  externus ;  the  stylo- 
mastoid opening  into  the  fallopian  aqueduct;  the 
carotid;  the  bony  canal  of  the  eustachian  tube;  the 
canal  which  contaius  the  tensor  tympani ;  the  mastoid 
foramen.  Internally,  the  meatus  auditorius  internus, 
and  several  smaller  foramina.  In  the  foetal  state,  it  is 
without  the  external  meatus,  or  the  styloid  process. 
There  are  two  ossa  tempora  which  are  symmetrical,  and 
they  are  attached  to  the  parietals  by  the  squamous 
suture,  to  the  occipital  by  the  lambdoidal.  and  also  to 
the  sphenoid,  while  the  lower  jaw  is  united  to  it  by  gin- 
glymus.  Within  the  cavities  of  each  of  these  bones, 
and  connected  with  the  tympanum,  the  bones  of  the 
internal  ear  are  located. 

OS  OCCIPITIS. 

How  would  you  describe  the  occipital  bone  ? 

It  is  of  an  irregular  rhomboidal  form,  convex  exter- 
nally and  concave  within,  and  forms  the  posterior  and 
inferior  part  of  the  skull. 

What  is  remarkable  in  this  bone  ? 

Its  inferior  angle  projecting  forwards,  forming  its 
cuneiform  process  ;  the  foramen  magnum  behind  it  for 
the  transmission  of  the  medulla  spinalis,  vessels,  and 
nerves ;  its  condyles  on  each  side  for  connecting  it  with 
the  alien,  or  first  bone  of  the  spinal  column;  the 
anterior  and  posterior  condyloid  foramina,  besides  nu- 
merous ridges,  furrows,  and  depressions,  for  the  attach- 
ment of  muscles  and  ligaments,  as  well  as  the  passage 
of  vessels,  sinuses,  &c.  In  the  fcetal  state  the  border 
of  the  foramen  magnum  is  imperfectly  ossified,  and  the 
bone  is  separable  into  four  portions. 

OS  SPHENOIDES. 

Where  is  the  spheroid  bone  situated  in  the  skull? 

It  passes  across  the  base  of  the  cranium,  from  one 
temple  to  the  other,  and  is  wedged  in  by  being  attached 
to  numerous  bones  of  the  cranium  and  face. 

How  is  it  divided  for  purposes  of  study  ? 

Into  a  body,  2  alee  and  2  pterygoid  portions. 

Can  you  name  the  projections  or  processes  ? 

There  are  the  azygous  process  ;  2  posterior  and  2 
anterior  clinoid ;  transverse  spinous ;  celhmoidal ;  2 
orbital;  2  spinous:  2  styloid,  external  and  internal 
pterygoid  plates. 

What  other  peculiarities  of  this  bone  are  discrimi- 
nated ? 

A  depression  between  the  clinoid  processes,  called 
sella  turcica  ;  besides  numerous  other  depressions  and 
furrows  for  muscles,  vessels,  &c.  named  from  their 
situation  and  uses.  Its  foramina  are  the  following :  the 
two  openings  of  the  sphenoidal  sinuses,  the  optica, 
acera,  rotund  i,  ovalia,  spinosa,  and  vidian  foramen, 
through  which  nerves  and  vessels  are  transmitted. 


OS  .ETIIMOIDES. 

How  would  you  describe  the  cethmoid  bone. 

It  is  somewhat  cubical  in  shape,  and  is  divided  into 
a  cribriform  and  nasal  lamella,  two  ossa  plana,  cellulce, 
and  two  ossa  turbinata.  It  occupies  the  anterior  and 
inferior  part  of  the  cranium,  behind  the  fissure  of  the 
frontal  bone,  at  the  root  of  the  nose.  The  cribriform 
plate  and  turbinated  bones  are  pierced  with  holes  for 
transmitting  the  olfactory  nerves  ;  the  former  has  a 
process  internally  to  the  skull,  called  crista  gatti.  The 
ossa  plana  are  also  pierced  for  certain  nerves  and 
vessels.  The  os  cethmoides  is  connected  with  numerous 
adjacent  bones  by  schindylesis,  its  spines  being  inserted 
into  corresponding  grooves. 

BONES  OF  THE  INTERNAL  EAR. 

How  many  bones  are  distinguished  in  the  internal 
ear? 

There  are  four  in  each  ear,  forming  together  a  kind 
of  chain  between  the  mernbrana  tympani  and  the  laby- 
rinth. These  are  the  malleus,  ineus,  orbiculare,  and 
stapes,  in  the  order  here  named  from  without,  the  latter 
being  the  most  internal.  The  muscles  and  membranes 
connected  with  the  internal  ear  are  attached  to  these 
bones. 

To  be  Continued. 


Sulphate  of  Quinia-Its  Use  and  Abuse. 

0  By  R.  L.  Madison,  M.  D.,  Petersburg,  Va. 
Credulity  is  the  besetting  error  of  the  age.  It  is 
this  that  gives  to  quackery  its  giant  strengtii  to  cope 
with  science  and  tamper  with  disease.  It  is  this  that 
makes  each  newspaper  in  our  land  teem  with  the 
praises  of  a  thousand  nostrums.  It  is  this  that  makes 
the  druggist  yield  his  sense  of  honor  to  the  love  of  gain, 
and  thus  become  the  willing  veuder  of  each  sacret  charm. 
It  is  this  that  makes  the  trusting  invalid  give  his  last 
dollar  to  the  charlatan,  who,  while  he  helps  him  on- 
ward to  the  grave,  tickles  his  fancy  with  delusive  hopes. 
It  is  this  that  decks  both  ignorance  and  error  in  fasci- 
nating garb,  and  clothes  in  all  the  livery  of  truth  the 
flaming  falsehoods  of  the  quack.  This  condition  of 
things  in  the  medical  world  is  in  a  great  measure  attri- 
butable to  the  decided  tendency  of  the  age  to  deduce 
conclusions  from  imperfect  data — to  base  theories  upon 
isolated  or  badly  connected  facts — and  to  reason  from 
particulars  to  generals,  thereby  reversing  the  true  or- 
der of  reasoning.  Whatever  is  discovered  to  be  true 
in  a  single  instance  is  forthwith  conjectured  to  be  appli- 
cable to  all  analogous  cases,  and  thus  we  have  theory 
after  theory  in  rapid  succession  issued  forth  to  the 
world,  accounting  with  specious  though  sophistical  ar- 
gument for  all  the  varied  phenomena  of  nature,  the 
conclusions  of  which  are  alike  at  varience  with  sound 
reason  and  with  common  sense.  This  is  true  of  all  the 
departments  of  science,  and  medicine  is  by  no  means 
exempt ;  for  inasmuch  as  medical  philosophy,  like  all 
other  philosophy,  must  of  necessity  be  based  upon  ex- 
periment, theorists  are  too  apt  to  predicate  opinions 
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upon  insuflicient  grounds,  and  to  reason  from  analogy, 
by  which  even  the  most  opposite  doctrines  can  be  easily 
made  tenable.  But  in  addition  to  the  retardation  of  sci- 
ence, by  opinions  too  hastily  conceived,  there  is  another 
cause  co  operating  with  even  greater  power  in  effecting 
the  same  result.     I  allude  to  the  exclusive  or  indiscri- 
minate employment  of  any  single  remedy  in  the  cure  of 
disease;  the  routinist,  the  "  homo  unius  medicinae,"  is 
but  a  quack  at  best,  who  blindly  and  irrationally  pre- 
scribes, and  who  trusts  to  Providence  and  the  power 
of  nature  for  that  which  ought  to  be  accomplished  by 
professional  skill  and  scientific  treatment.   This  practice 
of  indiscriminately  using  a  medicine  without  any  rational 
indication  for  its  exhibition,  has  done  more  to  bring  the 
whole  science  into  disrepute,  and  to  cast  a  stigma  upon 
professional  character,  than  all  other  causes  combined. 
It  is  this  that  has  created  in  the  popular  mind  so  pow- 
erful a  prejudice  against  the  use  of  calomel,  and  has 
made  the  current  of  unprofessional  opinion  so  adverse 
to  its  administration.    Every  quack  in  the  land  knows 
well  how  to  take  advantage  of  public  sentiment  in  this 
particular;  for  when  lie  sets  forth  in  glowing  colors  the 
wonder  working  power  of  his  valuable  preparations,  he 
always  concludes  with  the  "  ad  captandum"  argument, 
which  he  conceives  must  carry  conviction  of  their  effi- 
cacy home  to  every  unbiased  mind,  "  that  his  medicines 
contain  no  mercury." 

This  popular  clamor  against  a  remedy  which  stands 
first  upon  the  list  of  the  materia  medica,  and  which, 
when  properly  and  judicially  administered,  constitutes 
one  of  the  most  efficient  weapons  which  the  physician 
can  wield  against  disease,  owes  its  origin  and  its  present 
sustentation  to  its  indiscriminate  application  in  the  cure 
of  disease,  or  rather,  to  its  not  being  restricted  within 
its  proper  and  legitimate  sphere  of  curative  action. 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
which  stands  as  the  caption  to  the  present  article.  The 
cinchona  bark,  from  which  the  substance  quinia  is  ex- 
tracted, has  derived  its  name  from  the  Countess  of  Chin- 
chon,  wife  of  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  to  whom  the  medical 
world  is  indebted  for  its  first  introduction  into  Europe  in 
1640.  It  soon  afterward  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Je- 
suits, and  became  to  that  order  a  source  of  great  pecu- 
niary emolument;  since  which  time,  notwithstanding 
the  opposition  at  first  inspired  by  its  extravagant  price, 
and  the  violent  prejudices  conceived  against  its  use,  it 
has  continued  constantly  to  advance  and  steadily  to 
maintain  a  highly  reputable  character  with  the  profes- 
sion generally;  and  at  present  it  has  well  nigh  reached 
the  acme  of  its  popularity,  and  stands  forth  the  crown- 
ing glory  of  anti-periodics.  But  this  very  popularity  to 
which  it  has  so  deservedly  attained,  seems  destined,  ere 
long,  to  be  the  means  of  bringing  it  into  disrepute,  by 
causing  it  to  be  perverted  from  those  uses  to  which  all 
p  \st  and  present  experience  has  assigned  it,  and  by  en- 
deavoring to  make  it  fulfil  indications  entirely  at  vari- 
ance with  its  well  known  therapeutic  action.  No  one 
can  entertain  a  higher  opinion  of  the  anti-intermittent 


virtues  of  the  sulphate  of  quinia  than  myself.  Restrict- 
ed to  this  sphere  of  action,  it  certainly  stands  without  a 
rival.  As  a  tonic  it  has  both  equals  and  superiors  ; 
but  the  practice  of  exhibiting  this  medicine  in  enormous 
doses  as  a  sedative  in  inflammatory  affections,  and  as  an 
able  adjuvant  to  the  lancet,  is  becoming  to  a  considera- 
ble extent  fashionable  with  physicians,  especially  at  the 
South. 

This  practice  I  consider  as  pernicious  in  the  extreme  ; 
for  all  experience  indubitably  proves  the  sulphate  of 
quinia  to  be  an  excitant,  not  only  of  the-nervous,  but 
also  of  the  vascular  system  ;  the  cerebral  disturbance 
evinced  by  a  feeling  of  fulness  in  the  head,  ringing,  buz- 
ziog  or  roaring  in  the  ears,  and  partial  deafness,  is  almost 
invariably  produced  by  small  doses;  in  larger  ones,  in 
addition  to  the  above  menlioned  phenomena,  it  has  occa- 
sioned intense  cephalalgia,  vertigo,  deafness,  loss  of  sight, 
with  dilated  and  immovable  pupils,  loss  of  speech,  deli- 
rium, coma,  and  great  prostration  ;  it  has  even  proved 
in  these  large  doses  the  obvious  cause  of  death,  by  co- 
operating with  the  disease  in  establishing  intense  inflam- 
matory action  in  the  brain.  Occasionally,  when  adminis- 
tered in  certain  morbid  conditions  of  the  system,  it  has 
been  known  to  produce  diminution  of  the  heart's  action. 
But  may  not  this  effect  be  justly  ascribed  to  the  intense 
excitement  of  the  quinia,  acting  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
obtend  the  nervous  power  of  the  brain  and  to  paralyze 
its  energies?  Everybody  knows  that  the  most  power- 
ful stimulant,  when  given  to  excess,  will  produce  seda- 
tion, and  yet  no  one  would  be  rash  enough  to  resort  to 
such  means  as  a  cure  for  an  inflammatory  affection. 

This  practice,  therefore,  of  using  the  sulphate  of  quinia 
in  very  large  doses  is  much  to  be  deprecated,  not  only 
because  it  is  thus  diverted  from  its  legitimate  sphere  of 
action,  but  also  because  by  this  wasteful  and  injurious 
mode  of  administration,  its  price  is  enhanced  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  poorer 
classes  in  every  community.  For  this  last  reason,  if  for 
no  other,  it  becomes  interesting  to  inquire,  What  is  the 
smallest  quantity  upon  which  we  may  with  safety  rely 
for  the  arrestation  of  any  given  paroxysm  ?  This  must 
of  course  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  paroxysm,  the 
duration  of  the  malady,  the  time  at  which  the  medicine 
is  administered,  and  the  constitution  of  the  patient. 
Now,  my  own  experience,  together  with  that  of  a  num- 
ber of  physicians  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the 
subject,  induce  me  to  believe  that  it  is  rarely  necessary 
to  administer  more  than  1C  grains  in  the  intermission 
of  a  disease  or  in  the  remission  of  a  fever — this  quan- 
tity having  proved,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  entirely  ade- 
quate to  arrest  periodicity  in  any  form.  In  some  cases 
eight  or  ten  grains  will  be  quite  sufficient.  As  regards 
the  mode  of  exhibition,  I  greatly  prefer  the  solution, 
not  only  because  it  is  thus  more  easily  absorbed,  and 
more  speedily  produces  its  effect  upon  the  system,  but 
also  because  you  are  enabled  to  give  the  entire  dose  two 
or  three  hours  before  the  expected  paroxysm,  and  thus 
obviate  the  necessity  of  disturbing  the  patieut's  rest. 
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which  is  generally  done  where  the  pilular  form  is  pre- 
ferred. The  only  instances  which  forbid  the  employ- 
ment of  the  solution,  arc  those  of  weak,  nervous  indivi- 
duals, laboring  under  great  gastric  irritability.  Now, 
inasmuch  as  I  object  to  the  use  of  quinine  as  a  tonic,  be- 
cause there  are  other  medicines  which  more  ably  sub- 
serve this  purpose,  and  inasmuch  as  I  entirely  condemn 
its  use  as  a  sedative,  owing  to  its  deleterious  action  on 
the  brain,  I.  will  cite  a  few  cases  which  have  come  un- 
der my  observation,  proving  its  great  power  as  an  anti- 
periodic,  not  so  much  with  the  hope  of  presenting  any- 
thing new  to  the  profession,  as  with  the  desire  of  re- 
stricting the  use  of  quinine  within  its  clear,  undoubted 
and  rational  sphere  of  action. 

Case  1.— C*f**,  set.  35,  was  seized  on  the  evening 
of  the  29th  of  August  with  severe  inflammatory  rheuma- 
tism, involving  the  knee  and  ankle  joints  of  the  left  leg. 
I  saw  him  in  the  course  of  the  evening  ;  there  was  great 
constitutional  disturbance;  pulse  115,  hard  and  bound- 
ing ;  tongue  coated  ;  constipation ;  local  pain  intense. 
I  immediately  bled  him  to  the  extent  of  I  xij  ;  gave 
the  following  : 

R  Hyd.  chlorid.  mit.  pulv.  jalapse,  aa.  gr.  v,  mor- 
pha  sulph.  gr.  -j,  and  had  the  limb  wrapt  in  flannel 
wrung  out  of  hot  vinegar. 

Aug.  30. — Had  not  slept ;  pain  lessened  ;  medicine 
had  acted  once;  pulse  112.  Ordered  six  cut  cups  to 
the  lumbar  spine,  and  R  Magnesia  sulph.  3  ss,  magnesia 
carbonat.  vin.  rad.  colch.  aa.  3  i,  syp.  aurant,  cort.  5ss, 
aq.  carbonate  5  vi,  M.  S.  31  sum.  ter  die. 

Aug.  31. — Better  in  the  morning,  but  again  seized 
at  night  with  all  the  symptoms  as  violent  as  at  first ; 
repeated  the  cups  to  the  spine,  directed  the  colchicum 
and  magnesia  to  be  continued,  and  gave  an  anodyne. 

Sept.  1. — Did  not  sleep  until  towards  morning, 
when  the  pain  abated,  and  the  pulse  fell  to  100.  but 
rose  again  in  the  evening  to  112,  with  a  recurrence  of 
the  pain.  Seeing  this  disposition  to  remit,  and  learning 
moreover  that  he  had  been  exposed  to  the  influence  of 
malaria,  I  determined  to  use  quinine.  On  the  following 
morning  I  gave  him,  R  Quinia  sulphat.  gr.  xv,  aq.  cam- 
phoraoij,  tinct.  digitalis  gtt.  xv,  syp.  zingiber  3  ij,  M. 
Fiat  haust.    Had  no  rise  of  fever. 

Sep.  3. — Pulse  75,  skin  cool  and  perspirable; 
tongue  clean  ;  complains  only  of  a  little  soreness  in  the 
affected  joints. 

Sept.  6. — Quite  well. 

Case  2. — F****,  colored  woman,  set.  28,  seized  on 
7th  of  August  with  complete  retention  of  urine,  which 
at  first  I  was  disposed  to  attribute  to  "retroversio  uteri" 
or  "prolapsus."  An  examination  convinced  me  that 
neither  was  the  case,  nor  was  there  any  derangement 
of  the  pelvic  viscera.  She  was  relieved  by  the  catheter, 
and  took  the  following :  $  Fol.  uvae  ursi,  §  ij ;  fol. 
diosmae  5  ss.  ;  bac.  junip.  cont.  5  ij  ;  aq.  bullient  Ojss  ; 
strain  and  add  soda  bicarbonate  3  ij  ;  S.  Wine-glassful 
every  two  hours.  Aug.  8 — Retention  continues  ;  re- 
lieved by  the  catheter ;  secretion  abundant ;  took 
Tinct.  ferri  chloridiB"  ss.  gtt.  x,  quater  die.    August  9 


— Quite  well.  August  10 — Retention  again  relieved 
by  the  catheter;  ordered  the  drops  to  be  continued. 
August  11 — Micturition  easy  ;  secretion  copious.  Au- 
gust 12 — Complete  retention.  Here  was  a  remarkable 
case  of  periodical  retention.  On  the  following  day  I 
gave  her  R  Quiniae  sulphat  gr.  xij  ;  aq.  distillat.  I  ij  ; 
acid,  sulph.  gtt.  ij  ;  tinct.  digitalis  gtt.  x.  M.  Since 
which  time  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  this  trou- 
|  blesome  affection. 

j  Case  3.— Sept.  19— Called  to  see  Mrs.  G****,  aet. 
21;  found  her  with  facial  neuralgia,  which  had  tor- 
mented her  for  several  weeks — face  much  swollen, 
great  tenderness  on  pressure  ;  wished  to  have  the  nerve 
divided,  which  I  declined  doing.  Applied  a  solution  of 
camphor  in  chloroform  locally,  with  considerable  relief. 
Sept.  21 — Pain  as  violent  as  ever;  ordered  R  Pulv. 
rhei.  gr.  x  ;  magnesia  cal.  3  j,  and  the  following  cerate  : 
R  Morphine  sulph.  gr.  ij  ;  cerat.  simp.  5  i.  Sept.  22 
— Swelling,  pain  and  tenderness  greatly  diminished. 
No  fever;  appetite  good.  Sept.  23 — Pain  agonising  ; 
skin  hot  and  dry  ;  tongue  coated  ;  ordered  a  mercurial 
cathartic  and  continued  the  cerate  with  warm  applica- 
tions. Sept.  24 — Pain  dull ;  skin  cool  and  moist, 
pulse  80.  Gave  R  Magnesia  sulph.  3  ss.  quinine  sulph. 
•gr.  xv ;  aq.  distillat  5  ij ;  acidi  sulph.  gtt.  ij  ;  tinct.  di- 
gitatis  gtt.  x  ij  ;  M.  Sept.  25 — Slept  well;  pain  gone, 
and  up  to  this  time  has  had  no  return  of  this  painful 
malady. 

Case  4. — Mr.  M****,  attacked  with  symptoms  of 
acute  dysentery  on  the  18th  of  October,  which,  how- 
ever, did  not  confine  him  to  his  bed.  Applied  to  me  on 
the  21st — could  not  trace  the  disease  to  errors  in  diet — 
ordered  a  laxative,  and  then  gave  the  following:  IJ 
Pulv.  opii.  gr.  vi;  plumbi  acetat.  gr.  x  ij  ;  acidi  tannici 
xxvi ;  mel  opt.  q.  s.  ut.  fiat,  mass,  in  pill  xij.  Dividenda, 
S — One  every  three  hours.  Saw  him  again  on  the 
27th  ;  had  been  twice  temporarily  relieved  by  the  pills  ; 
was  now  troubled  with  rise  of  fever  every  night,  great 
tormina  and  tenesmus  with  spasm  of  the  rectum.  All 
of  these  symptoms  subsided  entirely  during  the  day.  At 
4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  he  took  R  Quinia  sulphat.  gr. 
xij  ;  aq.  camph.  3  ij ;  tinct.  digitalis  gtt.  x.  M  ;  and  at 
night  the  following  enema  :  R  Mucil  acaciae  1  ij  ;  tinct. 
opii.  3  i.  M.  By  these  means  the  fever  was  prevented, 
the  spasm  allayed  and  the  dysentery  cured. 

These  cases  amply  suffice  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
tration. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  treatment  of  the  above 
cases  I  have  employed  digitalis  and  camphor  in  combi- 
nation with  quinine ;  the  object  of  this  being  to  pre- 
vent the  disagreeable  nervous  sequelae  which  follow  the 
use  of  quinine  alone.  For  that  I  am  indebted  to  my 
friend  Dr.  Worsham,  of  Dinwiddie  ;  and  my  own  expe- 
rience fully  corroborate  the  truth  of  his  statement. 

 .  Stethoscope. 

Prevalence  of  Quackery  in  America. 

By  James  H.  Stuart,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 
In  glancing  at  our  country  as  compared  with  others, 
we  are  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  admit  that, 
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though  incomparably  better  in   most  respects,  she 
is  yet  in  some,    lamentably    worse.     Among  these 
latter,  rises  pre-eminent  the  hydra  hend  of  quackery. 
In  no  other  country  has  this  bodyand  soul-destroying 
crime  reached  such  awful  and  impudent  power.  Turn 
where  you  will,  from  the  magnificence  of  the  large  city  1 
to  the  humility  of  the  country  village,  quack  advertise-  j 
ments,  often  of  the  most  nauseous  and  disgusting  kind,  ' 
stare  you  full  in  the  face.    Broad-sheets  are  printed  and 
forced  into  your  very  houses,  whose  lightest  word  is 
sufficient  to  sully  a  pure  soul.  The  young  are  informed  I 
of  vices  which  their  imagination  perhaps  never  conceiv- 
ed of  before.    The  most  private  and  shocking  diseases 
are  shamelessly  paraded  ;  and  fools  of  both  sexes  are 
found  publishing  confessions  of  having  been  cured  of  : 
disorders,  to  even  a  knowledge  of  which,  modest  persons 
would  never  own.    Mere  boys  and  girls  read  these  pol- 
luting developements  with  8n  avidity  only  equalled  by 
their  eagerness  for  that  literature  which  law  has  made  1 
it  penal  to  circulate.    Mock  "  physiologies,"  <fec,  are 
issued  to  delude  the  unwary,  and  entrap  them  into  i 
those  very  vices  which  they  pretend  to  defend  them 
from. 

Now  why  is  all  this  ?   Why  is  it  that  a  man  cannot 
bring  up  his  family  in  innocence  and  purity  without  the 
interference  of  these  vile  poison  venders,  some  of  whom 
rear  palaces  on  the  profits  of  their  atrocious  trade,  and  J 
others  send  their  children  out  with  brazen  face  to  asso-  I 
ciate  on  terms  of  equality  with  those  of  honorable  line-  ; 
age  ?    Should  not  their  origin  render  them  for  ever 
outcasts;  the  "  Pariahs  of  society,"  exiles  to  an  eternal 
Coventry  1    Part  of  the  cause  of  this  is  to  be  found  in 
the  progressive  spirit  of  our  country.    As  in  all  new  ; 
countries,  the  go-ahead  disposition  still  prevails  to  a. 
great  extent  with  us.    Consequently,  proper  division  of  , 
labor  is  not  yet  established.    Men  grasp  after  the  uni- 
versal, and  each  individual  seeks  too  anxiously  to  know  | 
and  do  a  little  of  everything,  ever  .to  do  anything  teell.  j 
The  result  of  this,  is  a  deficiency,  among  other  things, 
of  thoroughly  educated  physicians,  and  a  great  supera- 
bundance of  ignorant  and  conceited  ones.   Medical  men  j 
are  too  much  addicted  to  "  making  money,"  and  care  j 
too  little  for  the  elevation  of  their  profession.    There  f 
are  double  the  number  of  men  nominally  in  the  profes-  ( 
sion  than  can  ever  obtain  even  a  beggarly  support  from 
the  respectable  practice  of  it.    Consequently,  as  no 
man  will  willingly  starve,  they  direct  their  attention  to 
other  means  of  accumulating  wealth,  and  neglect  their 
professional  cultivation,  which  at  once  opens  a  door  for 
the  real  unmitigated  quack  to  enter  by.  Or,  still  worse, 
they  prostitute  the  little  medical  knowledge  they  have 
to  the  vilest  of  purposes,  issuing  such  advertisements 

as  "  Dr.  ,  having  directed  his  entire  attention  for 

some  years  to  private  diseases,  challenges  all  competi- 
tion," or  "  Dr.  's  celebrated  cough  medicine,  the 

only  one  of  any  utility,"  &c. 

O.  W.  Holmes  has  hit  this  off  admirably.  "  Dr.  C. 


"  May  lie  consulted  for  life's  various  ills, 

"  And  also  sells  the  patent  Pickwick  pills  ; 

"  Teeth  are  extracted.    He  will  likewise  vend, 

"  That  well- known  ointment  termed  the  loafer's  friend." 

I  quote  from  memory.  Perhaps  there  never  was  a 
period  in  the  world's  history,  at  which  human  credulity 
and  absurd  gullibility  were  so  conspicuous  as  at  present. 

The  history  of  delusions  in  past  ages  seems  to  have 
no  effect  whatever  in  suppressing  credulitv  at  present. 
People  will  laugh  derisively  at  the  advocates  of  the 
Cock-lane  Ghost,  and  then  turn  with  fond  belief  to  the 
yet  more  absurd  Rochester  Rappings.  They  will  won- 
der at  the  gullibility  of  those  who  had  faith  in  Sir 
Kenelm  Digby's  vulnerary  powders,  and  then  with  im- 
plicit confidence  swallow  some  infinitesimal  ovster 
shells,  to  cure  a  brain  fever.  The  efficacy  of  the 
,;  King's  touch  "  fors  crofula,  excites  their  compassion- 
ate wonder,  yet  will  they  take  Cayenne  pepper  for 
acute  gastritis.  0  humanity,  humanity,  how  great, 
how  small,  how  wise,  how  foolish  thou  art !  All  are 
willing  to  pull  motes  from  a  brother's  eye. 

"  Oh  wad  some  power  the  giflie  gie  us, 
"  To  see  oursels  as  ilhers  see  us." 

Our  country  is  essentially  a  money  making  one.  Time 
is  occupied  in  accumulating  wealth,  but  very  little  in 
spending  it.  Let  a  man  only  succeed  in  his  attempt  to 
"gather  gear  by  every  wile,"  no  matter  whether  "jus- 
tified by  honor,"  or  not,  and  he  is  almost  universally 
respected.  Nothing  is  despised  by  which  the  great  ob- 
ject is  attained.  Men  are  very  anxious  to  punish  a 
robber,  for  he  takes  forcibly  from  them  their  hard  earn- 
ed gains.  But  the  quack  steals  so  indirectly  that  they 
are  scarce  conscious  of  the  theft.  They  consider  his 
trade  a  business  one,  and  regard  their  intercourse  with 
him  as  a  struggle  of  cunning.  No  one  desires  to  sup- 
press his  vile  trade  by  law,  for  each  individual  supposes 
himself  sharp  enough  to  escape  from  his  clutches,  and 
as  each  is  successively  outwitted,  he  maintains  a  dis- 
creet silence,  jest  he  should  be  known  for  a  fool.  All 
the  quack's  successes  are  bruited  abroad,  because  the 
one  who  speaks  of  them  feeds  his  own  vanily  by  show- 
ing the  extraordinary  intelligenee  which  actuated  him 
in  employing  the  charlatan.  His  failures  either  occupy 
nameless  graves,  and  "  dead  men  tell  no  tales,"  or  halt 
through  life  in  sullen  silence,  for  it  would  do  no  good 
to  warn  others,  and  human  nature  leads  them  to  smile 
grimly,  as  one  after  another  drops  into  the  same  trap 
which  caught  them.  The  leniency  of  the  law  is  a  great 
cause  of  quackery  ;  but  I  cannot  consider  that  a  decided 
evil,  so  long  as  innumerable  medical  schools  send  out 
hundreds  of  ignorant  doctors  annually,  a  diploma  can- 
not be  considered  a  proper  criterion  of  ability.  Hence 
any  law  discriminating  merely  between  graduates  and 
non-graduates  would  be  unjust.  A  radical  change 
must  be  made,  or  none  at  all.  It  is  unfair  to  say  to 
one  man,  You  have  not  had  means  for  a  collegiate  edu- 
cation, there/ore  you  shall  not  practice  ;  and  to  another, 
You  were  able  to  buy  a  diploma,  therefore  you  shall 
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Perhaps  the  main  cause  of  quackery  is  the  want  of 
union  among  educated  medical  men.  Instead  of  join- 
ing together  to  suppress  all  irregular  practice,  they  are 
much  more  apt  to  be  engaged  in  decrying  each  other, 
either  directly  or  by  knowing  looks  and  innuendoes. 

People  soon  remark  this,  and  naturally  think,  If 
these  men  have  not  confidence  in  each  other,  how  can 
toe  confide  in  them  ?  They  are  distracted  how  to  de- 
cide among  so  many  conflicting  interests,  and  too  often 
betake  themselves  to  quackery  for  relief,  as  the  soul 
tossed  about  in  the  sea  of  polemic  theology,  too  often 
seeks  rest  in  the  dark  abyss  of  infidelity.  There  is 
also  a  want  of  moral  honesty  too  prevalent  in  the  pro- 
fession. Physicians  will  resort,  almost  unconsciously, 
themselves,  to  petty  tricks,  which  a  moment's  reflection 
would  assure  them  are  highly  reprehensible.  For  in- 
stance, they  will  assume  infallibility,  and  pronounce  posi- 
tive opinions  on  subjects  of  which  it  is  really  impossible 
to  be  certain.  The  opinions,  of  course,  often  prove  fal- 
lacious, and  the  community,  deceived,  and  disgusted, 
turn  to  the  mountebank,  who  promises  the  most  ridicu- 
lous things,  with  a  feeling  that  they  are  not  much  more 
likely  to  be  cheated  by  him  than  by  educated  men. 
Medical  organization  has  done  much,  and,  let  us  hope, 
will  yet  do  more  for  the  suppression  of  quackery  ;  but 
is  not  as  efficacious  as  it  might,  and  ought  to  be.  For 
the  prevalent  opinion  regarding  it  is  that  it  is  under- 
taken, not  for  the  good  of  the  community,  but  for  the 
private  advantage  of  the  individuals  associated  together, 
and  to  put  down  certain  others  whose  interests  are  inimi- 
cal to  theirs.  No  means  are  used  to  convince  the  laity 
that  scientific  physicians  unite,  not  to  put  down,  but  to 
build  up,  not  for  the  further  degradation  of  those  who 
are  too  low  already,  but  merely  to  separate  from,  and 
declare  their  non-identity  with  them.  We  think  these 
two  causes  are  the  potent  ones  of  quackery.  Now 
what  can  be  done  to  effect  a  cure  1  Were  it  possible, 
it  would  be  a  good  experiment  for  all  respectable  phy- 
sicians to  cease  practice  entirely  for  a  year  or  two.  The 
massacres  committed  by  quacks  would  then  be  fully 
evident  to  everybody,  and  many  of  them  would  un- 
doubtedly expiate  their  crimes  by  lynch  law,  victims  to 
the  rage  of  those  whose  friends  they  had  murdered. 
But,  on  the  return  of  educated  men  to  practice,  a  new 
race  would  of  course  arise,  perhaps  worse  than  the  for- 
mer. If  the  whole  community  would  be  well  edu- 
cated, it  would  suppress  quackery.  But  that  is  impos- 
sible. I  see  no  other  way,  then,  but  quietly  and  firmly 
to  continue  the  great  work  of  reformation  in  the  slow 
but  sure  course  it  is  now  taking;  to  improve  ourselves, 
to  increase  the  stringency  of  our  organization,  and  then, 
having  thus  done  our  duty,  to  leave  the  responsibility  of 
their  own  actions  with  the  people  themselves.  Those  who 
have  sense  enough  "  to  discern  the  evil  from  the  good," 
will  profit  by  their  discrimination,  and  it  will  not  be  our 
fault,  if  those  who  have  not,  die  in  their  ignorance,  per- 
haps after  having  been  beggared  by  their  gullibility. 
EaiE,  P*.  Nov.  1851. 

V.  J.  Medical  Reporter. 
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DR.  SWETT 

ON 

DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 

D.  APPLETON  &  CO  will  publish  early  in  February,  A  TREATISE 
ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST,  being  a  Course  of  Lectures 
delivered  at  Ihe  New-York  Hospital,  by  John  A.  Swett,  M.  D.  Physician  to 
the  New- York  Hospital,  formerly  President  of  the  New- York  Pathological 
Society.    1  vol.  8vo.  COO  pages. 

The  above  Treatise  is  intended  to  embrace  all  the  well  established  prac- 
tical facte  in  relation  to  the  important  class  of  diseases  which  it  treats. 

CH&OROFORM. 

PURE. 

Much  of  the  Chloroform  of  Commerce  being  very  impure,  and  its  use 
having  in  some  cases  been  attended  with  unpleasant  consequences,  we 
have  been  repeatedly  urged  to  make  some,  at  our  Laboratory,  of  a 
quality  superior  to  that  generally  for  sale  in  thi3  market.  We  would 
therefore  inform  the  Medical  Profession  that  we  have  prepared  an  article, 
the  purity  of  which  can  be  implicitly  relied  on. 

NITRATE  OF  SILVER 

Can  also  be  obtained  of  us,  PERFECTLY  PURE,  either  in  sticks  or 
c  rystals,  manufactured  at  our  Laboratory. 

MORPHINE. 

Our  Morphine  having  acquired  a  reputation  superior  to  any  other 
those  who  have  occasion  to  use  the  article,  will  be  satisfied  of  its  excel- 
lence by  giving  it  a  trial. 

WE  ALSO  PREPARE  THE 

SYRUP  OP  IODIDE  OP  IRON, 

Now  so  highly  esteemed  as  a  remedy  in  Scrofulous  complaints.  These 
articles  (which  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  physicians  to  have  of 
reliable  quality,)  are,  with  our  other  preparations,  offered  to  the  notice  of 
those  desiring 

PURE  DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS, 

AND 

SUPERIOR  EXTRACTS, 

or 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES,  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists, 

107  Wafer-street,  Xew-York. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Til  MMT  BJMT, 

OR 

THE  CONCENTRATED   EXTRACT  OF  BEEF, 

COMBINED  WITH  FLOUR, 
Invented   and  Manufactured  in  Texas, 
By  GAIL  BORDEN,  Jim. 

Secured  by  Patent  in  the  United  Stales  and  in  Eugland.  j 

This  new  article,  forms  the  most  portable,  convenient  | 
and  useful  diet,  ever  offered  to  the  public.    The  "  Council  : 

Medal "  u"as  awarded  to  the  inventer  at  the  (great  Ex- 
hibition in  London  ;  thus  showing  the  appreciation  there  had  of  J 
its  merits,  after  a  most  thorough  examination  by  the  distinguished 

Jury,  and  the  analysis  by  Dr.  Lyon  Flayfair,  F.  R.  S. 

to  whose  report,  reference  may  be  made. 

3>r.  J.  Dffl.  Bailey  United  States  special  Inspector  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  and  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Chilton  Chem- 
ist of  New- York,  have  also  attested  to  the  excellence  of  the  Meat 
Biscuit. 

The  Gold  Medal  of  the  American  Institute,  has 

also  been  awarded  "  for  this  new  and  valuable  article,"  as  well  as 
for  "  Pure  Beef  Lard  "  produced  in  its  manufacture.  The 
Meat  Biscuit  is  eminently  adapted 

For  Travellers  by  sea  and  laud. 

For  the  Alarine  Service  generally.  The  health  of  ' 

seamen  would  be  preserved,  and  their  comfort  increased  by  ihe 
Baa  of  it.    Having  the  quality  of  meat  fresh  from  the  slaughter,  [ 
it  would  doubtless  prove  anti-scorbutic  ;  and  with  the  sailors'  salt 
provision,  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

For  Dispeptics,  Invalids  and  Convalescents, 

it  is  peculiarly  suitable,  from  its  easy  digestibility,  and  highly  nu- 
tritious properties.  It  is  entirely  free  from  fat,  salt  or  other  con- 
diment, or  antiseptic  whatever. 

For  Family  Use,  and  in  all  circumstances  where  fresh 
meat  is  wanted,  the  Meat  Biscuit  will  be  found  most  useful  and 
economical. 

It  can  be  readily  prepared  for  use  as  a  Soup,  Pudding,  Sauce 
and  Mince  Pie.    One  pound  contains  the  nutriment  or  essence  I 
of  five  pounds  of  the  best  fresh  beef    One  OUDCC  will  make  a 
pint  of  rich  nutritious  soup  ;  and  for  a  Mince  Pie  only  two  ounc- 
es, to  every  pound  of  fruit. 

The  Preservative  qualities  of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  hare  been 
tested,  both  by  sea  and  land,  for  more  than  twenty  months  past. 
It  has  been  carried  to  California  across  the  plains,  and  by  Cupe 
Horn, — to  Canton  and  the  Arctic  seas,  and  back  again  ;  and  a 
canister  has  also  made  seven  consecutive  voyages  between  Gal- 
veston and  New-York,  all  remaining  in  a  perfectly  sound  state, 
as  when  first  manufactured. 

Numerous  and  high  testimonials  of  the  value  and  excellence 
of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been  received  by  the  inventor.  Lo- 
renzo Sherwood,  Esq.  formerly  of  New-York,  now  resident  at  Gal- 
veston, the  place  of  manufacture,  testifies  "  to  the  great  care  ;'.nd 
cleanliness  observed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Meat  Biscuit." 
He  says,  '*  I  can  give  the  assurance  that  greater  cleanliness  could 
not  possibly  be  observed,  while  only  the  best  quality  of  beef  and 
flour  that  can  be  obtained,  is  made  use  of." 

Sold  by 

J.  H.  Browcr  &  Co.  Sole  agent,      The  Inventor,  84  William-st. 
in  New-York,  45  South  St.  comer  Maiden  Lane. 

Also  Sold  by 
Wade  Sc  Osborne,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hamlin  &.  Perkins,  New  Bedford  Centre-st. 
Peirce  &.  Bacon,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wra.  Bollaert,  Loudon,  2  St.  Peters  Alley,  ComhilL 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 


We  invite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

i.r.TICLIS 

AND 

PERFUMERY. 

Druggists  wiil  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY. 

25  Maiden  Lane,  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing,  and 
it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to  those  who 
have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restoratives,  says  : — "  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  <fc  J.  Ramsey's  Kephalia  is  what  it  professes 
to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair, 
and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  plea- 
sant. We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now 
add  that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  iU 
real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New- York. 

Made  only  by  A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY,  25  Maiden  Lane,  New-York,  is 
universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept  by  all  re- 
spectable Druggists. 

VEGETABLE    FEAR.Ii  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  Com- 
plexion ;  imparting  to  the  6kin  a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and 
transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  preparations 
made  of  chulk,  alabaster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by 

A.  &  J  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lone,  New- York. 


WITHOUT   SMELL  OR  TASTE. 

Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  thebeausin  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection. Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea- 
sant to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  ofl'ered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
pearance, it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
veral of  the  new  and  valuable  remedies  recently  announced  of  which  we 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz. : — The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm ;  Hydroferro  Cyanate  of  Potash  and  Urea ;  the  new  Febrifuge ; 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  Iron,  &c.  Sic. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business. 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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LIPPINCOTT,    GRAM  BO    &  CO. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


HAVE    NOW  READY   PARTS   I.   &  II.  OF 
A  SYSTEM  OF  OPERATIVE  SURGERY, 

ADAPTED    TO    THE    PRACTICE    OF    SURG  ERY    IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES, 
AND    COMPRISING    A  FULL 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL    INDEX   AND  HISTORICAL 
RECORD  OF  THE  WORKS  AND  OPERATIONS 
EXECUTED   BY   AMERICAN  SURGEONS, 

FROM    THE    EARLIEST     TERIOD     TO    THE     PRESEJST  TIME 

BY  HENRY  H.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

Surgeon  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Assistant  Lecturer  on 
Demonstrative  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penns\ Ivania, 
Lecturer  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  in 
the  Philadelphia  Medical  Institute,  Sic. 
This  work  is  fully  illustrated  with  nearly  1000  Colored 
Sleel  Engravings  of  the  highest  order  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
beauiiful  drawings  of  Messrs.  Bernard  and  Huette  of  Paris 
will  contain  many  original  illustrations  of  the  operations  of 
the  Surgeons  of  this  country.    The  work  will  be  issued  in 
parts,  making,  when  complete,  one  large  octavo  volume. 
Each  Part  is  complete  in  itself,  the  Surgical  AnaLomy  of 
each  region  being  described  in  connexion  with  the  opera- 
tions practiced  upon  it. 

Parts  I.  and  II.  contain  the  Elementary  Operations,  together 

with  those  performed  upon  the  Head. 
Part  III.  will  comprise  the  operations  upon  the  Neck  and 

Trunk. 

Part  IV.  will  contain  the  operations  on  the  Genito-Urinary 

Organs  of  the  Male  and  Female.  And 
Part  V.  will  include  those  practised  upon  the  Extremities. 

The  whole  forming  one  huge  Octavo  Volume  of  up- 
wards of  Six  Hundred  p:iges. 

Price  per  Part,  Tinted  Plates,      .       .       $1  50 
««  Elegantly  colored  from  Nature,  3  00 

They  also  publish  the  following 

VALUABLE  STANDARD 

&  o,  &  &  &  * 

DISPENSATORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

BY  DRS.  WOOD  AND  BACHE. 
New  Edition,  much  enlarged  and  carefully  revised.  One  Vol. 
royal  octavo 

A  TREATISE  ON  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

BY  GEOEGE  B.  WOOD,  M.  D. 
One  of  the  Authors  of  the  *  Di-pensatorv  of  the  IJ.  S."  &c. 
New  edition,  improved,   2  vols.  8vo. 


AN  ILLUSTRATED  SYSTEM  OF  HUMAN  ANATOMY; 

SPECIAL.  MICROSCOPIC,  $  PHYSIOLOGICAL 

BY  SAMUEL  GEORGE  MORTON,  M.  D. 
With  391  beautilul  illustrations.  One  volume,  royal  octavo. 

MATERIA   MEDIC A 

AND  THERAPEUTICS. 

With  ample  Illustrations  of  Practice  in  all  the  Departments 
of  Medical  Science,  ai'd  copious  Notices  of  Toxicology. 
BY  THOMAS  D.  MITCHELL,  A.  M.,  M,  D. 
Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Phila- 
delphia  College  of  Medicines,  &c.  1  vol.  8vo. 

THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF 
.  SURGERY'. 
By  George  MClellax,  M.  D.    1  vol.  8vo. 

EBERLE'S  PRACTICE  OE  MEDICINE. 

New  Edition.    Improved  by  George  M'Clellan,  M.  D. 
Two  volumes  in  1  vol.  8vo. 

EBERLE'S  THERAPEUTICS: 

TWO  VOLUMES  IN  ONE. 

A  TREATISE  ON  THE  DISEASES  AND 
PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN. 

By  John  Eberle,  M.  D.  &c.    Fourth  Edition.  With  Notes 
and  very  large  Additions. 
By  Thomas  D.  Mitchell,  A.M.,  M.  D.  &c. 
1  Vol.  8vo. 

EBERLE'S  NOTES  FOR  STUDENTS. 

NEW  EDITION. 
*»*  These  works  are  used  as  text-books  in  most  of  the  Medica 
Schools  of  the  United  States. 

A  PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  POISONS: 

Their  Symptoms,  Antidotes,  and  Treatment. 
By  O.  H.  Costill,  M.  D.  18mo. 

IDENTITIES  OF  LIGHT  A  ND  HEAT,  OF 
CALORIC  AND  ELECTRICITY, 

BY  C.  CAMPBELL  COOPER. 


UNITED  STATES'  PHA  RMA  COPCEIA. 

Edition  of  1851.    Published  by  authority  uf  the  National  Medical 
Couveiition    1  vol.  8vo. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Vour  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  Q  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  pure  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  powdered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  aud  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  medica.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  &c.  &c.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
&c.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instance  more  than  half)  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Culomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  tbe  American  market. 

It  seems  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  things.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New- York  Erpress  newspaper,  they  say  : 

"The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im- 
posed upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
in  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  S1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  80  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  sell  for,  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  less  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  "their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apothecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drug",  and  will  buy  where  cheapness,  not  quality,  is  the  stnndard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on.  and  that  is,  that  it  shRll  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  pure  chemicals  is  felt  by  even-  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  are  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
are  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

PURE  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  in  all  his  prescriptions,  aud  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  aud 
in  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDRO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS 

are  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vacuum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, and  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  aud  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
in  common  use,  and  which  are  sufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 
riority  


of  Hops, 
Jalap, 
Lupuline, 
Nils  Vomica, 
Pinkroot, 
Quassia, 
Rhubarb, 

Sarsaparilla,  Simplex, 

"  Compound, 
Para    "  Alcoholic, 
Hon.  " 
Stramonium. 

'•  Seeds, 
English  Valerian, 
Dutch  " 


Among  them  are- 
Extract  of  Belladonna, 
"  Butternut, 

"  Buchu, 
"  Bloodroot, 
"  Conium, 

"  Seeds, 
"  "  German, 

"  Chamomile, 
"         Colocynth,  Ordinary, 
"  «  Opt 

"         Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 
"  "  Inspissated, 

"  Digitalis, 
"         Gentian,  Opt 
"  "  Ordinary, 

"  Hyosciamus, 

It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert.  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plants,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  &c.  ccc. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  suck  as 

HYOSCIAML'S,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA.  &c. 
all  the  active  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  -.ve 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  &c.  &.C. ;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  aud  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  various 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  where- 
ever  known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  the  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  the 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  ScliiclTclin,  flaines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New- York. 


OUR  CHEMICAL  FACTORY 


(KNOWN 


THE  BELLEMONT  LABORATORY) 


is  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  H.  CURRIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


|    Morphine,  Acetate, 
I    Granville's  Lotion, 
1   Oil  Copaiva, 
Oil  Cubebs, 
Collodion,  1  oz.  vials, 
Precipitated  Chalk, 
Prussic  Acid, 
Potassa  Nitras,  Pure, 
Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 
Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 
Sulphuret  Potassa, 
Vallet's  Ferruginous  Mass, 
Zinci  Acetas, 
Zinci  Sulphas, 
Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Labarraque, 
Confection  Roses, 
Confection  Senna, 
Blue  Pill  Mass, 
Ung  Mercurial. 


Antimony  Tartrate,  Crystals, 

PulT. 

Ammonia,  Aqua, 

'*         Liquor  Fort. 
Ammoniated  Alcohol, 

"  "  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitras, 

"       P.  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
•i      •>  Pure 
"    Sulphas,  Pure, 
"         "  Exsiccat, 
Iodide,  Arsenic, 
"  Lead, 
"        "  Crystals, 
"  Iron, 
"       "  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

"      "  Crystals, 
"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals  differ  in  appearance  from  the  che- 
mi«aLs  of  commerce,  as  well  as  in  their  valuable  properties,  aud 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  iu  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article; 
while  those  usually  sold  are  in  the  powdered  state,  in  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipita'ed  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  ill  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 

gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali-, 
ties  of  articles,  uu<;  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  the  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  ill  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence.  » 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  tru<?  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  in  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
veriziug  Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  in  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammony,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  Medicines"  not  only 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  unpowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  confideuce  that 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  itruij*  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  from  being  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and  also  iu  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
sent  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  the  "  Extra 
Medicines"  of 

Philip  Schicffelin,  Haines  k  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

In  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  we 
have  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  on 
our  own  premises. 


EXTRA  POWDERS. 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P. 
Pulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Allspice, 

"  Aloes,  Cape, 
"      "  Socot, 

"  Assafcetida, 

"  Antimony,  lief.  Blk.  Sulph. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

'•  Aniseeds, 

"  Bayberry  Bark, 

"  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root, 

"  Bitter  Root, 

"  Black  Root, 

"  Borax, 

"  Buchu, 

"  Caraway  Seed«, 

"  Cantharides, 

"  Canella  Alba, 

"  Cardamon,  (Seeds  only,) 

"  Cicuta, 

"  Cranesbill, 

"  Cloves, 

"  Cinnamon,  ordinary, 
"         "  Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  Columbo, 

"  Colchicum  Roo 
Seed, 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs,  • 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 

"      "     1  oz.  vials, 

"  Ext.  Colocynth,  C'd. 

"      "    Licorice,  Calab. 

"  Fcemigrek  Seed, 

"  Gentian  Root, 

11  Ginger,  Jamaica, 

"  Golden  Seal, 

"  Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 

"  Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 

"  Gamboge,  , 

"  Mastich, 

"  Myrrh, 

"  Tragacnnth, 

"  Hellebore,  white, 


"  Ipecac,  without  the  woody 

"  Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover's 
Powders,) 

"  Kino,' True, 

"  Lobelia, 
"        "  Seeds, 

u  Mandrake. 

"  March  Rosemary, 

"  Mace, 

"  Mezcreon, 

"  Nux  Vomica, 

"  Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 

u  Nutmegs, 

"  Nuti'ulle, 

"  Opium,  Turkey, 

"  Orange  Peel, 

"  Orris  Root, 

"  Pepper,  Cayenne,  Amer. 
Black, 

'•  Peruvian  Bark,  Loxn, 

*  "  Red, 

"  "  Calisaya, 

"  Prickly  Ash  Bark, 

"  Pink  Root, 

"  Pleurisy  Root, 

"  Rhubarb.  Turkey, 

"  "       East  Indifc, 

"  Rhatany  Root, 

"  Sarsaparilla,  Para, 

"  Sage, 

"  Summer  Savory, 

"  Sweet  Marjoram, 

"  Sabina, 

"  Senna,  Alex. 

"  Seneka  Root, 

"  Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 

"    1  oz.  vials. 

"  Snakeroot,  Virginia 

"  Squills, 

"  Sulphate  Copper, 
"        "  Iron, 
"        "  Potass, 

"  Uva  Ursi, 

"  Valerian.  English, 
&e.  <fcc. 


Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  put  rjp  in  14  and  *6  pound  bottles,  at  10  cents  pee  pound 

ADVANCE. 

As  many  of  the  Gums,  &c.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, 
Aloes,  Assafcetida,  &c.  etc.  they  are  very  liable  to  run  together  and  become 
•olid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  vith  them  some  woody  kub- 
•tance,  such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  Sec.  &.C.  Some  room  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  Sec.  &.c.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powders  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  6olid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  replace  them  with  others  that  are 
freshly  powdered. 

The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  us  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
purr.   »hen  ordered  in  bulk. 


The  value  of  this  oil, 
pulmonary  diseases,  is 


remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 

longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to  be  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medicine 
tlie  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— In  addition  to  the  Extra  Medicines,  tee  aho  keep  a 
large  and  well-assorted  slock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  other  Liquids  ice  obtain  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  every  known  test  for  impurities;  and  we  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
of  Drugs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  suck  that  we  can  offer  inducements 
to  dealers,  which  must  influence  all  who  not  only  like  to  have  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  have  goods  that  are  what  they  rUR- 
POBT  to  be,  and  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES  &  CO. 
Druggists  and  Manufactubing  Chemists,  New-Yobx. 


THE 


SEW-YOKK  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

JOURNAL  OF  HEALTH, 


EDITED  BT  D.  XVI.  REESE,  XVI.  D.  LL.  D.  775  BROADWAY,  NEW-YORK  ; 

AND  SOLD  BY 

S.  S.  &  AV.  Wood,  261  Pearl,  D.  Fanshaw,  108  Nassau-street,  T.  J.  Crowen,  §99,  and  Stringer  &  Townsend,  222  Broadway 


Price  One 

Dollar 

a  Year,  invariably  is  Advance.    Single  numbers  ten  cents.    Postage,  2J  to  10  cents  quarterly. 

Vol.  III. 

FEBRUARY    16,   1852.                                                 No.  4. 

CONTENTS, 


State  Medical  Society,    .......  49 

University  of  New- York,      .......  49 

New- York  Hospital,   50 

-York  Academy  of  Medicine,    .         .         .         .         .  .50 

Professor  Peaslee,         .         .         .         .                  .         •  50 

Sale  of  Poisons  by  Apothecaries,     .         .         .         .         .  .50 

Communications  : 

:  Conservative  Surgery,"         .         .         .         .         .  .51 

rom  Louisville,      .......  SI 


Letter  from  Alabama,'   .         .         .         .  . 

Justitia,  ...... 

Health  Officer,  

Case  of  Dr.  J.  K.  Rodgers'  Death, 
Another  Letter  from  New-York,  . 
Miscellaneous  Items,       .         .         .  . 

Homoeopathy,  ....... 

Questions  on  Anatomy  (continued) — Bones  of  the  Face, 
New  Publications,         .         .         .         .         .  • 


POLICIES  INDISPUTABLE, 

EXCEPT  ON  THE  GROUND  OF  FRAUD. 

UNITED  STATES  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 

IN  THE  CITY"  OF  NEW-YOKK. 
OFFICE,    No.    27  WALL-STREET. 

PAID  UP  CASH  CAPITAL,  $100,000, 

IN  ADDITION    TO   THE    ACCUMULATED  PREMIUMS. 

This  Company  makes  every  insurance  appertaining  to  or  connected 
with  Life  Risks. 

Persons  insuring  on  the  mutual  principle,  for  three  successive  years, 
receive  four-nfths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  mutual  department,  and  four- 
filths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  business  transacted  on  the  joint-stock 
inciple. 

Tables  are  framed  for  Insurances  in  different  forms,  Annuities  and 
Endowments,  so  as  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  all. 


DIRECTORS, 


FREDERICK  SHELDON, 
JOSIAH  RICH, 
JAMES  SUYDAM, 
JAMES  MARSH, 
THOMAS  C.  DOREMUS, 
ISAAC  A.  STORM, 
JAMES  S.  POLHEMUS, 
LUTHER  BRADISH, 
CHARLES  M.  CONNOLLY, 
B.  F.  WHEELWRIGHT, 
WILSON  G.  HUNT, 
D.  H.  ARNOLD, 
JOHN  A.  LUQUEER, ' 
W.  R.  VERMILYE, 
WILLIAM  TUCKER, 


J.  EADIE,  Jr.  Secretary 
JOHN  W.  SCOTT,  M.  D 


JOHN  J.  CISCO, 
CHARLES  E.  BILL, 
EDWARD  S.  CLARK, 
P.  C.  VAN  SCHAICK, 
ISAAC  N.  PHELPS, 
FRANCIS  T.  LUQUEER, 
BENJ.  R.  WINTHROP, 
JOHN  J.  PHELPS, 
WM.  T.  WHITTEMORE, 
SHEPHERD  KNAPP, 
GERARD  STUYVESANT,  l 
CLINTON  GILBERT, 
WILLIAM  B.  BOLLES, 
JACOB  HARSEN, 
EL1SHA  RIGGS. 
FREDERICK  SHELDON,  President 
JOHN  A.  STEWART,  Actuary. 


Medical  Examiner, 

Residence  88  Ninth-street 
At  the  office  of  the  Company  daily,  from  1  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

G.  P.  CAMMANN,  M.  D.  Consulting  Physician. 
EDGAR  S.  VANWINKLE,  Counsel. 
Prospectuses  containing  very  full  tables,  forms  of  proposals,  and  every 
ther  information  will  be  forwarded  on  application  at  the  office  of  the 
Jompany,  No.  27  WALL-STREET,  NEW-YORK. 


THE  CHEAPEST  AND  BEST  OF  ALL  THE  REPRINTS. 

Price  only  $1.50  per  annum.   By  Mail,  Postage  prepaid,  82  per  annum. 
No.  14,  for  January,  now  ready. 

Banking's  Half-lTearly  Abstract 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  SCIENCES. 

Being  a  Practical  and  Analytical  Digest  of  the  Contents  of  the  Principal 
British  and  Continental  Medical  Works  published  in  the  preceding  six 
months. 

Together  with  a  Series  of  Critical  Reports  on  the  Progress  of  Medicine 
and  the  Collateral  Sciences  during  the  same  period.    Edited  by 

W.  H.  RANKING,  Cantab., 

PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  NORFOLK  AMD  NORWICH  HOSPITALS. 

Apparatu  nobis  opus  est,  et  rebus  exquisitis  undique  et  collects,  arces- 
sitis,  comportatis. — Cicero. 

NUMBER  14,  FOR  JANUARY,  1852. 

CONTENTS. 

Part  I.    Practical  Medicine,  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 
Sec.  1.  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,        ....      8  articles. 

2.  "  Respiratory  Organs,     ...         10  do. 

3.  "  Circulatory  System  3  do. 

4.  "  Chylopoitic    do   5  do. 

,  5.  *'  Genito-Urinary  System,    ...      4  do. 

6.  "  Skin  and  Cellular,  Tissue,     .      .         8  do. 

Part  II.— Surgery. 

Sec.  1.  Symptomatology  and  Diagnosis  of  Surgical  Diseases,   5  articles. 

2.  Nature  and  Causes  of  Surgical  Diseases,    .       .  6  do. 

3.  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Surgical  Diseases,       .        5  do. 

4.  New  Surgical  Appliances,   4  do. 

5.  Rare  Surgical  Cases  5  do. 

Part  III.    Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Sec.  1.    Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women,       ...      14  articles. 

2.    Diseases  of  Children,  7  do. 

REPORTS  ON  THE  PROGRESS  OF  MEDICAL  SCIENCE. 
Art.  1.  Report  on  Practical  Medicine,  Pathology,  and  Therapeutics,  42  pages . 

2.  Report  on  the  Progress  of  Surgery  34  do. 

3.  Report  on  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 

Children   .      37  do. 

Transactions  of  various  Medical  Societies  in  reference  to  Quackery. 
Bibliographical  Record.  Index  to  Number  14,  and  a  number  of  Illustra- 
tions on  Wood. 

Also  Vol.  7  Bound  in  Leather.  . 

This  valuable  reprint  is  now  the  Cheapest  of  all  the  Medical  Periodi- 
cals published  in  this  country,  and  probably  in  the  world.  It  is  very  com- 
prehensive, as  a  reference  to  the  above  table  of  contents  of  the  present 
number  will  show.  It  has  also  received  the  almost  universal  commenda- 
tion of  the  Press  and  of  the  Medical  Profession. 

Sets  of  the  Work  from  Numbers  3  to  14  will  be  furnished  at  75  cents 
per  number,  and  forwarded  by  mail  free  of  postage,  or  otherwise  de- 
livered as  directed,  payment  being  made  in  advance. 

Complete  Sets,  handsomely  bound  in  leather,  can  also  be  furnished 
through  any  bookseller. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


KIERSTED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT. 

The  nttentiou  of  rhysicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  Medicine, 
throughout  the  United  [States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
aeveral  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  o 
AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OR  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR 
[FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS,  '  '  , 
SCALDS,    BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 
&c.  Ac. 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftcner,  iu  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  live 
or  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
1 1  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  ail  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  Eoon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  UL  CERS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
caBesof  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  eir. 
culation,  will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use  ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address.. 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  529  Broadway, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New-York.) 

*„*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 
JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  N.  J. 
R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristown,  N.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Stamford,  Ct.  and 
6.  SAWYER,  124  Late  st.  Chicago,  III. 


A.  B.  56    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW-YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  nnd 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  Americau  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware,  Halters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 
Roots, 

§111111  COB-HVER  ©II, 

together  with  every  Article  comprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

mm  of  opium, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  ithliie  Drvg 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
ui'nn  which  its  bad  effects  depend.    It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 
To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind  ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  artinn,  Ire.  {fC. 
And  being  punned  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera- 
ion  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headach, 

Nor  any  derangement       the  constitution  or  general  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De. 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  olherOpiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  state  of 
combination  too,  produce  all  the  characteristic  effects  of  so  triumphant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  its  other  valuable  principles  are  excluded. 

2.  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  morechararteristie,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  And  as  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  or  deteriorate  like 
the  SolutioHl  of  Morphine  5  and  thus  is  obv  iated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latter  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  he 
adopted  in  all  cases  in'which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  all  their  salutary  and  happy  effects,  wiihont 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  llie  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &.  D-  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.J.,  July  7,  1816. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  lne  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMu.nn's  Elixir  of  OriUM,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  1  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  ed  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  1  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  public  u»e,  and  I 
know  of  no  substitute  for  it  iu  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  either  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  to  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
state  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  hours 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  with  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes  ;  but  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  paius  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  El'mr,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  ufter- 
wards,  and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixiii.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  I  ventured,  how  ever,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeliug 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti  emetic  it  is  invaln- 
uable.  1  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  in  use  for  particular  conditions.      Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.  D. 

O*  NOTICE. —  A.  B.&.D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun-, 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  vear  1641,  and  by  whom  it  bus  been  prepared  during  that 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consumers  that  no  Elixir  of  Opium 
will,  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper,  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hcret 
fore,  to  A.B.  &  D.  Sands,  Wholesale  Druggists,  141  William-street,  comer"" 
Fulton,  New-York.   Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 
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RECEIPTS. — Drs.  Kip,  Hihbard,  W.  Kelly,  Anderson,  Bissell,  Turney, 
Lenoir,  T.  R.  Beck,  Steuart,  Sams,  Graves,  Maehert,  VV.  P.  Roese,  Wood- 
son, J.  S.  Carter,  Hoeack,  Holeton.  Romeyn,  J.Green.  Hobart,  Blackeman, 
Chalmers,  Clark,  N.  Stephenson,  Wayman,  Terry,  Neilson,  Reeves,  Fowler, 
Pond,  Rochester,  Crain,  Carnochan,  Shields,  Mussey. 

Take  Notice. 
The  1st  and  2nd  volumes  of  the  New-York  Medical 
Gazette  for  1850  and  1851,  can  now  be  had,  neatly 
bound  and  lettered,  by  enclosing  two  dollars  to  the 
editor,  which  will  enable  new  subscribers  to  secure  a 
complete  series  from  the  beginning.  Early  application 
will  be  necessary,  as  the  few  on  hand  will  be  speedily 
disposed  of. 


Our  Readers 

Should  not  fail  to  peruse  Dr.  Simpson's  speech  on 
Homoeopathy.  It  is  worth  more  than  all  that  has  been 
said  or  written  on  this  side  the  water.  Even  he  will  be 
branded  with  the  charge  of  ignorance.  Said  one  of  the 
tribe,  the  other  day,  to  a  pious  female,  "  Our  system  is 
like  religion,  my  sister ;  nobody  can  understand  it  but 
by  experience,  and  hence  the  greatest  men  among  the 
Allopaths,  are  incapable  of  comprehending  it."  The 
sanctimonious  hypocrite  then  added,  "  All  my  little  pills 
are  prepared  with  prayers!"  Sad  indeed  the  picture 
when  such  men  "  steal  the  livery  of  heaven  to  6erve 
the  devil  in." 


State  Medical  Society. 

This  body  has  recently  held  a  meeting  in  Albany, 
of  which  we  are  promised  a  report.  One  of  our  neigh- 
bors seems  to  have  been  somewhat  roughly  handled,  he 
having  had  the  temerity  to  attempt  the  same  game 
there,  by  which  he  and  others  have  jeoparded  the 
Academy  here.  Professor  Barker  was  on  hand,  and 
there  as  here,  the  faction  were  unsuccessful.  They  had 
better  try  it  again  in  May,  at  Richmond,  with  the  Na- 
tional Association,  and  see  whether  that  body  can  be 
perverted  from  its  legitimate  objects  to  purposes  of  pri- 
vate malice  and  personal  spleen  against  rival  teachers 
in  any  medical  school. 


University  ol  New-York. 

The  medical  department  of  this  institution  in  years 
past,  has  had  a  career  orprosperity  which  made  it  a 
source  of  pride  to  our  city.  But  it  would  be  affecta- 
tion to  deny,  or  attempt  to  conceal  what  is  alike  noto- 
rious and  apparent,  that  from  the  date  of  the  retire- 
ment of  Dr.  Valentine  Mott  from  its  Presidency,  and 
his  Professorship  of  Surgery,  steady  and  rapid  decline  has 
marked  its  history,  so  that  its  Council  and  Faculty  have 
been  put  to  their  wit's  end  to  prevent  the  doom  which 
its  enemies  have  been  predicting,  and  its  rivals  have 
confidently  anticipated.  A  strange  infatuation  seems  to 
have  taken  possession  of  all  concerned,  wh;ch-  has  be- 
trayed the  mortifying  fact,  that  the  sagacity  of  its  head 
has  been  sadly  in  fault. 

»  The  first  in  this  chapter  of  blunders  consisted  in 
filling  the  two  vacancies  in  the  Faculty  with  gentlemen 
called  from  a  distance,  neither  of  whom,  however,  juafc 
their  pretensions,  had  claims  superior,  in  any  resoect, 
to  several  members  of  the  profession  at  home.  Their 
early  retirement  after  a  single  year,  sufficiently  indicates 
the  failure  of  this  short-sighted  policy,  and  the  chairs 
were  again  in  the  market. 

Instead  of  profiting  by  the  disastrous  lesson,  the 
chair  of  Practice  was  again  given  to  a  gentleman  of 
Philadelphia,  reiterating  the  slight  upon  professional 
men  in  New-York,  who  are  every  way  his  equals  in 
every  aspect ;  while  that  of  Surgery  was  awarded  to 
one  of  our  own  citizens  ;  but  even  this  act  of  reluctant 
justice  was  only  meted  out  after  foreign  negotiations 
had  failed,  if  public  rumor  was  not  mistaken.  And  by 
way  of  concession  and  propitiation  to  the  profession 
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here,  a  oorps  of  sub-professors,  chiefly  from  our  own 
citizens,  was  organized  for  a  summer  course,  at  $300  per 
annum,  to  be  paid  by  the  Faculty  to  each  sub-professor. 

Thus  was  commenced  the  present  session  of  lectures, 
and  a  new  disaster  now  overtook  the  school  by  the  de- 
cease of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  whose  place  has 
been  filled  during  the  course  by  the  Demonstrator,  the 
diminished  numbers  of  the  class  scarcely  justifying  a 
new  appointment.  The  extensive  falling  off  in  pupils, 
added  to  the  heavy  expenditures  for  the  new  college 
building,  give  demonstrative  evidence  that  a  crisis  has 
arrived  which  should  prompt  to  wiser  and  better  coun- 
sels to  save  the  school. 

For  some  weeks  gossip  has  been  busy  among  medi- 
cal circles,  in  relation  to  projected  changes,  and  the 
rumor  now  afloat  seems  to  point  to  the  recall  of  Pro- 
fessor Mott  to  his  Presidency  and  chair,  which,  if  true, 
is  the  first  indication  of  returning  reason. 

It  is  also  rumored  that  Dr.  Post  is  to  retain  a  por- 
tion of  the  Surgical  chair,  the  department  being  divided  ; 
aud  that  Dr.  Van  Buren,  one  of  the  subs,  is  to  take  the 
chair  of  Anatomy,  the  effort  first  to  secure  Dr.  God- 
dard,  of  Philadelphia,  having  been  unsuccessful.  All 
this  on  the  authority  of  rumor,  and  also  that  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Practice  is  to  retain  his  chair,  notwithstanding 
his  first  official  act  here,  was  to  refuse  to  deliver  his 
Introductory  Lecture,  unless  a  President  and  Professor 
of  a  rival  college  in  New-York  should  be  excluded 
from  the  platform,  he  having  been  invited  by  one  of  the 
Faculty  into  the  ante-room-forthe  purpose  of  conduct- 
ing him  thither.  This  New- York  gentleman,  having 
been  courteously  informed  that  he  was  obnoxious  to 
the  Philadelphia  Professor,  and  of  course  excluded  at 
his  dictation,  the  lecture  was  pronounced  ! 

If  Professor  Mott  should  magnanimously  consent 
to  resume  his  place  in  the  Faculty  of  the  University,  a 
larger  class  may  be  expected  next  year,  and  the  school 
may  escape  the  destiny  to  which  it  has  of  late  had  so 
obvious  a  proclivity.  In  such  an  event,  we  predict  that 
the  transfer  of  the  indecent  exposures  of  Demonstrative 
Midwifery  from  Buffalo  to  New- York,  as  announced  in 
the  extract  from  the  Northern  Lancet  on  another  page, 
will  not  be  permitted  to  disgrace  the  obstetrical  clinique 
of  the  college. 

Dr.  Mott  will  also  by  this  revolution  be  relieved 
from  the  anomalous  position  he  has  held  during  the  last 
year  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  So 
mote  it  be. 


New-York  Hospital. 

The  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Surgeon  to  this  institu- 
tion, occasioned  by  the  decease  of  Dr.  Rodgers,  has 
been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Markoe  of  this 
city.  There  were  no  less  than  nine  candidates  for  this 
pt>st  of  honor,  and  we  learn  that  Dr.  James  R.  Wood 
was  the  most  formidable  competitor,  although  Drs. 
Chalmers,  Carnochan,  and  Kissam,  had  each  a  respecta- 
ble support. 


New-York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

At  the  January  meeting,  the  number  in  attendance 
was  so  small,  that  the  President  was  elected  on  the  first 
ballot,  though  he  only  received  26  votes;  which  is  less 
than  one-tenth  of  the  resident  academicians.  In  this 
small  meeting,  a  singular  resolution  was  adopted  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  the  "sense  of  the  Academy"  that  the 
language  of  Dr.  Bachelder,  in  his  tirade  against  the  N. 
Y.  Medical  College,  and  one  of  their  graduates,  involved 
"  only  inquiries,  and  not  charges,"  which  seems  to  re- 
lieve the  Committee  on  Ethics,  and  is  probably  prompted 
by  the  fear  of  John  Doe  and  Richard  Roe.  We  trust 
that  under  the  administration  of  the  President  elect,  the 
causes  which  have  monthly  decimated  the  Academy  of 
its  oldest  and  best  members,  may  be  removed,  and  the 
members  kept  to  their  legitimate  business;  else  they 
will  soon  find  it  impossible  to  gather  a  quorum  of  mem- 
bers willing  to  waste  their  time  on  trifles  and  absurdity. 


Professor  Peaslee. 

This  gentleman,  having  completed  his  course  of  lec- 
ture on  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  in  the  N.  Y.  Medical 
College,  in  13th-street,  is  shortly  to  leave  the  city  for 
his  residence  in  Hanover,  N.  H.  where  he  will  resume 
his  practice  and  official  duties  in  Dartmouth  College. 
His  sojourn  in  New- York  has  been,  we  trust,  as  plea- 
sant to  himself  as  it  has  been  agreeable  to  those  who 
have  either  made  his  acquaintance,  or  profited  by  his 
instructions.  He  carries  with  him  the  affectionate  re- 
gards of  his  class,  together  with  the  high  regard  and 
esteem  of  his  professional  brethren  here,  to  whom  he 
has  endeared  himself  by  his  many  excellencies  of  mind 
and  heart,  and  who  regret  the  necessity  of  his  leaving 
us,  while  indulging  the  hope  that  they  shall  see  him 
here  soon  again,  and  that  he  may  be  induced  to  make 
our  city  his  future  residence.  We  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  to  express  the  feelings  of  many  in  which  we 
fully  participate. 


Sale  of  Poisons  by  Apothecaries. 

The  frequency  of  murders  by  poison  which  have 
lately  been  reported  to  the  public  press  should  prompt 
to  immediate  measures  to  restrict  the  sale  of  all  active 
poisons,  by  law.  We  commend  this  subject  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  present  Legislature  of  this  State,  now  in 
session,  as  demanding  their  early  action.  Let  a  law  be 
passed,  forbidding  the  sale  of  any  of  the  active  poisons, 
enumerating  all  those  employed  for  criminal  or  suicidal 
purposes,  except  on  the  order  of  a  physician,  who 
should  give  the  name  and  residence  of  the  party  who 
is  to  use  it  under  his  direction.  The  apothecary  violat- 
ing this  law,  or  failing  to  label  the  article  "Poison," 
in  addition  to  its  name,  in  the  English  language,  should 
be  made  liable,  as  a  particeps  criminis,  to  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  manslaughter,  if  such  use  should  be  made 
of  the  poison.  Nothing  short  of  this  stringent  law  can 
afford  security  or  protection  to  human  life. 


M  JS  U  I  U  A  U     |r  A/iJ{i  X  l  Ai 


©ommunttattons. 


"  Conservative  Surgery." 

itfr.  Editor— I  was  highly  pleased  with  the  reports 
of  cases  on  page  «ine,  of  the  present  volume  of  the 
Gazette,  by  John  O'Reily,  M.  D.  under  the  above 
heading,  as  well  as  the  Editorial  comments  on  those 
reports  in  the  same  number  of  the  Gazette  ; — as  there 
has  been,  and  still  is,  both  in  and  out  of  the  profession, 
too  much  stress  laid  upon  skill  or  manual  dexterity  in 
destructive  operations  in  Surgery. 

Every  good  Surgeon  must  be  able  to  perform 
operations  neatly  and  properly — but  it  is  not  the  fact 
that  every  expert  operator  is  a  good  Surgeon — or  that 
the  man  who  had  destroyed  the  most  limbs,  or  per- 
formed the  largest  number  of  operations  is  worthy  the 
highest  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession. 

To  put  a  person  under  the  influence  of  Chloroform, 
and  amputate  a  finger  for  a  simple  paronychia,  and  in 
its  formative  stage,  as  was  recently  done,  not  far  from 
here, — may  prove  that  the  Surgeon  was  taught  all  the 
arts  and  mysteries  of  a  pocket  knife  even  in  his  child- 
hood ;  but  is  far  from  convincing  to  the  mind  of  the 
writer,  that  the  operation  was  judicious,  or  that  the 
operator  is  a  scientific  Surgeon. 

The  eclat  obtained,  oftentimes  by  an  operation  in 
Surgery,  even  where  not  demanded, — that  could  as 
well  have  been  performed  by  any  mechanic  as  by  a  pro- 
fessionally educated  man,  has  no  doubt  led  to  the 
destruction  of  many  valuable  limbs,  if  not  of  the  lives  j 
of  those  who  have  suffered  under  the  hands  of  those 
who  pride  themselves  on  the  number  of  operations  they 
have  performed. 

But  I  did  not  commence  this  line  with  the  intention 
of  animadverting  upon  Operative  Surgery.  However 
obnoxious  that  may  frequently  be  to  just  censure — but 
rather  to  ask  your  contributor,  Dr.  O'Reily,  to  favor 
the  readers  of  the  Gazette  with  the  course  of  treatment 
adopted  by  him,  and  which  was  so  signally  successful 
in  saving  the  limbs  of  his  patients  after  they  had  been 
so  severely  injured. 

It  is  not  only  gratifying,  but  also  hope-inspiring,  to 
learn  of  the  success  which  attended  his  efforts — and  the 
writer  would  like  much  to  learn  the  measzires  adopted, 
whether  peculiar,  or  otherwise,  which  insured  so  happy 
a  termination.  I  have  read  the  reports  of  the  cases 
with  pleasure  and  care — yet,  owing  doubtless  to  an 
oversight  on  the  part  of  Dr.  O'Reily,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  anything  from  them  that  would  aid  me 
should  I  be  called  upon  to  treat  patients  suffering  under 
similar  injuries.  It  is  true  that  the  report  speaks  of  the 
use  of  opiates  and  stimulants  for  the  constitutional 
treatment,  and  *  warm  dressings  "  to  the  limb,  in  the 
first  case,  and  in  addition  to  this,  porter,  the  caustic 
wash,  and  dry  lint  in  the  second — but  whether  the 
"warm  dressing"  was  simply  warm  water,  or  was  a 
stimulating,  or  medicated  wash,  is  not  stated.  Excuse 
me,  if  I  am  dull  of  comprehension— but  in  matters 


where  a  life  or  a  limb  may  be  saved  or  lost,  I  wish 
definite,  particular  information. 

Very  Respectfully, 

C.   H.   ClEAYELAXD,  M.  D. 

Waterbury,  Vt  February,  185a 


Louisville,  January  S6, 1352. 

My  Dear  Sir, — '-'The  University  of  Louisville  has 
a  class  of  260  all  bona  fide  pupils,  not  men  of  straw 
and  of  India  rubber.  No  man  ever  lectured  to  a  finer 
set  of  young  men  engaged  in  the  study  of  medicine  ;  I 
am  sure  they  would  compare  most  favorably,  in  every 
respect,  with  the  same  number  of  students  anywhere  in 
this  country.  They  are  exceedingly  well-behaved,  and 
most  attentive  to  the  lectures.  Many  of  them  are  quite 
intelligent,  and  not  a  few  of  them,  I  predict,  are  destined 
to  attain  to  professional  eminence.  My  impression  is, 
from  what  I  know  of  the  pupils  who  congregate  in  the 
schools  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  that  many  of  the  very  best 
of  them,  both  in  point  of  intellect  and  attainence,  are 
from  the  South-west.  We  occasionally  catch  a  few  out 
here  from  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States ;  but,  in 
general,  they  are  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  do  not  reflect 
much  credit  upon  their  parentage. 

Dr.  Drake  is  busily  engaged  upon  the  second 
volume  of  his  great  and  wonderful  work  upon  the 
"  Diseases  of  the  Interior  Valley  of  North  America  ;" 
and  the  probability  is  that  it  will  be  ready  for  the  press 
early  in  the  summer,  and  that  it  will  be  issued  some- 
time next  autumn.  The  first  volume  has  been  well 
received  by  the  profession  of  the  South-west,  and  the 
edition  will  no  doubt  be  soon  exhausted.  The  work  is 
one  of  stupendous  learning  and  research,  and,  when 
completed,  it  will  form  a  monument  to  its  illustrious 
author  as  enduring  as  the  valley,  the  climate,  and 
topography,  and  maladies  which  it  serves  to  record. 

It  will  gratify  you  to  be  informed,  that,  although 
Professor  Drake  is  now  sixty-six  years  of  age,  he  pos- 
sesses all  the  vivacity  and  buoyancy  of  a  youth  of  eigh- 
teen, and  that  he  daily  lectures  with  a  degree  of 
animation  and  energy  seldom  witnessed  in  your  Atlantic 
class-rooms.  What  Cullen  was  as  teacher  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  Drake  is  in  the  University  of 
#  Louisville.  As  a  writer,  the  American  Backwoods'- 
man  is  far  in  advance  of  the  celebrated  Scotchman.  I 
am  sure  that  Dr.  Drake  is  not  only  the  most  eloquent, 
but  also  the  most  philosophical  teacher  of  medicine  that 
this  country  has  ever  produced.  As  an  author,  the 
present  and  future  generations  will  do  ample  justice  to 
him. 

Of  medicine  news  we  have  little,  or  nothing  in  our 
goodly  city.  Our  hospital  has  afforded  no  cases  this 
winter  of  any  particular  interest,  in  either  of  its  wards. 
The  only  operation,  of  any  importance,  that  has  been 
performed  there  was  an  amputation  of  the  thigh,  early 
in  the  season,  and  the  Surgeon,  I  am  told,  was  three 
minutes  in  effecting  his  object.  The  patient  fortunately 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  chloroform. 
I     The  University  Clinique,  under  the  charge  of  Dr. 
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Gross,  has  been  well  sustained,  and  afforded  a  large 
number  of  interesting  cases.  The  principal  opertions, 
thus  far,  have  been  three  cases  of  lithotomy,  an  ampu- 
tation of  the  leg,  several  cases  of  cataract,  and  an 
operation  for  cleft-palate.  The  clinique  is  held  every 
Saturday  afternoon  from  2  to  4  o'clock  in  the  College 
edifice,  and  the  attempt  Las  been,  thus  far,  eminently 
successful. 

Ex-Professor  Caldwell  has  recently  published  a  new 
edition,  the  second,  of  his  work  on  the  "  Original  Unity 
of  the  Human  Race,"  issued  originally  about  eighteen 
years  ago.  The  most  novel  feature  of  this  edition  is 
the  appendix,  which  contains  some  very  amusing  and 
striking  facts  touching'  the  learned  author  and  certain 
other  great  men.  I  read  the  work,  soon  after  its  first 
appearance,  with  much  interest  and  pleasure,  albeit  1 
did  not  then,  nor  do  I  now,  believe  all  that  it  attempt- 
ed to  inculcate  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  which  it  treats. 
The  venerable  and  industrious  author  is  now  en- 
gaged in  writing  his  autobiography;  and,  considering 
that  he  has  lived  nearly  four-score  years  then,  that  he 
has  seen  much  of  men  and  things,  and  that  his  own 
career  has  been  a  very  busy,  if  not  an  eventful  one,  we 
may  look  for  a  most  entertaining  and  instructive  pro- 
duction. The  work,  I  predict,  will  have  a  great  run  ; 
every  body  will  read  it. 

Dr.  John  Bell,  professor  of  the  theory  and  practice 
of  medicine  at  Cincinnati,  has  just  resigned  his  chair, 
and  will,  it  is  said,  return  to  Philadelphia  immediately 
after  the  close  of  the  present  course  of  lectures.  It  is 
not  known  why  he  has  taken  this  step,  nor  who  will  be 
his  successor.  Various  conjectures  are  afloat  in  regard 
to  both  of  these  subjects,  but  none  of  them  are  entitled 
to  any  particular  confidence.  The  Medical  College  of 
Ohio  is  reported  to  have  120  pupils;  rather  a  small 
number,  considering  the  immense  clinical  advantage 
enjoyed  by  that  institution  ;  advantages  far  greater  than 
in  any  other  school  in  America. 

I  have  thus  given  you,  my  dear  Sir,  some  gossip, 
and  remain, 

Very  truly  your  friend, 

P. 


Letter  from  Alabama. 

"  As  items  of  news  I  may  mention  that  for  the  last 
12  or  18  months  we  have  had  throughout  the  South  a 
6eries  of  catarrhal  epidemics  in  rapid  succession.  We 
have  just  passed  through  an  epidemic  jaundice  ;  scarce- 
ly had  it  subsided  when  we  find  ourselves  in  the  midst 
of  catarrhal  diarrhoea,  it  would  seem  a  fitting  sequel  to 
the  former  as  large  quantities  of  billious  matter  is 
passed  spontaneously  from  the  bowels.  On  the  20th 
instant,  the  Thermometer  indicated  a  lower  tempera- 
ture by  9|,  than  was  ever  known  at  this  point,  within 
J  of  zero  in  open  air." 

Respectfully, 

W.  P.  Reese,  M.  D. 

Selma,  Ala. 

January  29, 1852. 


Mr.  Editor, — May  I  presume  upon  your  kindness 
to  insert  the  following  scrap  from  the  meagre  editorials 
of  the  Medical  Times.  If  it  throws  no  light  upon  the 
cause  of  "-sound  morals,"  it  may  serve  at  least  to  illus- 
trate the  mendacity  of  that  journal  of  "nick-nacks," 
which  ha6  been  aptly  yclept,  "Adams'  Express." 

"  We  have  received  information  from  a  reliable  source  that 
the  Course  of  Lectures  alluded  to  in  our  last  as  having  been  ad- 
|  vertised  for  six  months,  has  dwindled  down  to  an  occasional  free 
j  cliniqut,  at  the  office  of  the  lecturer." 

Now  sir,  as  I  am  a  member  of  the  class  which 
numbers  over  forty,  and  have  been  present  at  each  of 
the  lectures  which  are  now  in  weekly  progress,  by  Dr. 
Samuel  M.  Elliott,  to  whom  allusion  is  made,  I  take 
upon  me  to  say  that  the  statement  by  the  editor  of  the 
N.  Y.  Medical  Times  is  a  gross  and  palpable  violation 
of  truth,  no  matter  who  may  be  his  ".  reliable  source." 
No  approach  to  a  clinique  has  yet  been  made,  the  sub- 
jects thus  far  treated  having  been  solely  the  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  of  the  Eye,  and  these  have  been  treated 
by  regular  lectures  of  more  than  the  usual  length, 
either  written  or  extemporaneous,  accompanied  by  nu- 
merous dissections  of  the  organ,  with  and  without  the 
microscope,  and  magnified  colored"  drawings  ;  and  in 
all  respects  Dr.  Elliott  is  performing  more  than  he 
promised,  in  the  advertisement  complained  of,  and  very 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  physicians  and  students 
who  choose  to  profit  by  his  instructions.  And  in  a 
more  advanced  part  of  the  course  we  are  to  be  favored 
with  a  "  free  clinique,"  which  we  doubt  not  will  be  one 
of  much  interest  and  advantage. 

Allow  me  to  say,  that  though  none  are  admitted  to 
these  lectures  without  tickets,  yet  Dr.  John  G.  Adams 
may  obtain  one  on  application,  notwithstanding  that  his 
story  and  its  "  reliable  source"  has  "dwindled  down" 
to  a  mere  figment  of  fiction  of  which  even  he  ought 
to  be  ashamed.  Justitia. 

[Our  correspondent  betrays  a  degree  of  resentment 
which  is  uncalled  for.  Our  neighbor  of  the  Times  is 
in  the  midst  of  a  clique,  whose  organ  he  is,  and  besides 
he  is  suffering  for  months  past  under  a  species  of  Mo- 
nomania, which  has  been  denominated  a  "  Green  and 
Elliott-phobia."  Ever  since  he  returned  fromt  he  Charier- 
ton  Convention,  to  which  he  was  a  "  Delegate,"  he  has 
been  waging  war  pugnibus  et  calcibus  et  ungues,  against 
the  "  college  in  New-York,"  which  he  imagined  his 
friend  Dr.  Hooker  had  annihilated  in  a  certain  Report, 
into  which,  however,  his  friend  had  not  inserted  what 
he  had  told  him ;  and  yet  he  was  so  sure  that  it  would 
be  forthcoming,  that  he  ventured  to  write  it  for  the 
Gazette  in  advance,  and  vouch  for  its  truth,  until  it  was 
repudiated,  and  our  neighbor  left  in  the  lurch.  This 
was  a  bitter  pill,  but  had  to  go  down,  and  has  only  in- 
creased our  neighbor's  "  exercise  of  mind."  He  owes 
an  old  grudge  to  Dr.  Green,  for  having  cured  him  of 
Bronchitis,  some  years  since,  by  cutting  his  throat,  or 
rather  truncating  his  uvula;  and  this  accounts  for  his 
antipathy  to  the  N.  Y.  Medical  College.    Whether  he 
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has  ever  been  a  patient  to  Dr.  Elliott,  also,  we  can  only 
surmise,  by  bis  similar  demonstration  of  hostility.  We 
advise  all  parties  to  keep  cool,  and  would  prescribe 
water-gruel,  and  the  expectant  treatment  as  best  adapted 
to  the  case.  And  as  to  Dr.  Elliott,  we  presume  he  will 
lecture  when  he  pleases,  to  ail  who  please  to  hear  him, 
the  editor  of  the  Times  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. If  Dr.  Adams,  or  Dr.  Bachelder,  or  any  of  their 
clique,  are  desirous  to  scrutinize  his  merits,  they  will 
apply  for  tickets,  and  tell  the  truth  about  him,  unless 
detraction  serves  their  purpose  better.  For  ourselves, 
we  choose  to  suspend  our  opinion,  and  await  the  final 
issue  of  the  fight  before  we  commit  ouiselves.  In 
medio,  <Lc] 


Health  Office. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Doane  was  speedily  followed  by 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Health,  in  filling  the  vacancy 
in  the  Health  Office,  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Vache, 
until  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  and  Senate  should  be 
made  known.  We  learn  that  on  Tuesday  last,  the 
nomination  of  Dr.  Richard  L.  Morris  was  confirmed  at 
Albany,  so  that  the  reign  of  Dr.  V.  has  been  short. 

Dr.  Morris  has  for  several  years  been  enjoying  the 
office  of  Health  Commissioner,  at  a  salary  of  some 
$3500  per  annum,  which  has  been  complained  of  as  a 
sinecure,  the  duties  being  performed  by  a  clerk,  who 
received  a  separate  salary.  He  is  now  promoted  to  the 
most  lucrative  office  in  the  state,  the  labours  of  which, 
if  faithfully  performed,  will  be  anything  but  a  sinecure. 
We  congratulate  him  on  being  born  to  good  luck,  and 
trust  that  he  may  not  sacrifice  himself  by  grasping  at 
the  government  of  the  Marine  Hospital,  which  to  the 
Health  Officer  is  a  work  of  supererogation,  and  infinitely 
more  hazardous  to  life  than  the  duties  of  Port  Physi- 
cian in  visiting  and  inspecting  the  ships. 

We  perceive  that  Mr.  Butler,  the  Steward  of  the 
Hospital  on  Staten  Island,  under  Dr.  Doane,  has  also 
fallen  a  victim  to  the  Ship  Fever. 


Case  of  Dr.  J.  K.  Rodgers's  Death.  - 

A  pamphlet,  addressed  to  the  profession,  has  been 
written  by  Alex.  E.  Hosack,  M.  D.  of  New- York,  de- 
tailing a  history  of  the  disease  of  which  the  late  distin- 
guished and  lamented  John  Kearney  Rodgers,  M.  D. 
of  New- York,  died.  If  the  controversy  that  has  been 
commenced,  would  restore  to  life  again  the  subject  of 
a  misunderstanding  between  some  medical  practitioners 
of  New-York,  it  would  be  worth  while  to  continue  it. 
Dr.  Rodgers  is  dead,  and  now  a  grave  question  is  agi- 
tated, of  what  disease  did  he  die  ?  Dr.  Hosack,  to 
our  view,  has  given  a  plain,  truthful  narrative  of  the 
case,  which  would  satisfy  any  reasonable  man ;  but 
probably,  in  New- York,  as  every  where  else,  there  are 
those  who  are  never  happy  till  they  have  made  some- 
body else  quite  miserable.  One  of  the  effectual  me- 
thods of  making  trouble  among  gentlemen  of  profes- 
sional eminence,  is  either  directly  or  indirectly  to  ac-  I 
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cuse  somebody  of  ignorance,  or  unfitness  for  profes- 
sional responsibilities.  Dr.  Hosack,  we  think,  has  been 
disturbed  very  unnecessarily  by  this  mode  of  attack. 
From  all  that  we  can  gather  in  reading  the  pamphlet, 
there  is  no  evidence  that  there  is  any  higher  attain- 
ments of  science  in  one  party  than  in  the  other ;  nor 
is  it  at  all  probable  that  Dr.  Rodgers  would  have  re- 
covered under  medications  of  those  sage  critics  who 
have  it  in  their  power  to  do  more  mischief  with  their 
reports  than  good  with  their  prescriptions.  Confi- 
dence in  the  medical  profession  is  sufficiently  shaken, 
to  make  it  incumbent  on  all  well  wishers  to  the  res- 
pectability of  the  craft,  to  uphold  each  other,  by 
counsel  and  kind  offices,  instead  of  vilifying  and  un- 
derrating the  qualifications  of  their  neighbors.  We 
care  not  who  may  dislike  the  freedom  of  these  re- 
marks, since  we  are  conscious  of  being  in  the  right, 
and  shall  avoid  no  opportunity  of  rebuking  those  who 
deviate  from  that  high  standard'  which  contemplates 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  their  brethren  in  the  same 

responsible  pursuits.  Boston  Journal. 


Another  Letter  from  New- York. 
[Our  confrere  of  the  Northern  Lancet,  has  a  corres- 
pondent here  from  whose  first  letter  we  make  the  follow- 
ing extracts,  thus  giving  it  a  greater  publicity,  which  we 
hope  will  gratify  the  writer.] 

Dr.  Nelson, 

Dear  Sir ; — With  the  commencement  of  a  New 
Year  I  shall  enter  upon  a  regular  correspondence  from 
this  great  Metropolis,  which  will  no  doubt  be  read  with 
open  mouth  and  glaring  eyes  by  many  whole-souled, 
good-hearted  country  physicians,  who  are  less  favored 
than  the  greyhaired,  wise-looking  sons  of  Esculapius  of 
Gotham,  who  can  jump  into  a  house-full  of  starving 
emigrants,  and,  for  a  "  quarter,"  can  have  the  privi- 
lege of  making  any  and  every  experiment  they  may 
wish  on  their  poor  bodies. 

I  scarcely  know  where  to  begin,  but  I  suppose  no- 
thing better  than  to  begin  right  at  the  fountain-head — 
the  top  of  the  pot — viz  :  the  Medical  Schools.  There  are, 
as  you  are  doubtless  aware,  three  schools  in  this  city,  the 
University  Medical  College,  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  and  the  New- York  College  of  Medicine. 
At  the  usual  time  the  lectures  commenced  in  these  dif- 
ferent institutions,  and  they  have  been  driving  away 
ever  since.  The  University  has  a  little  over  three  hun- 
dred students  !  the  College  of  Physicians  has  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty-Jive!  and  the  New- York  College  a 
few  more  than  last  session,  but  as  this  is  a  new  school 
the  number  is  necessarily  small  when  compared  with 
an  older  institution. 

Doubtless,  some  of  the  readers  of  your  Lancet  are 
not  aware  of  the  greatness  of  this  great  city,  and  how 
great  things  are  carried  on  here.  I  shall,  therefore, 
from  time  to  time  give  a  little  insight  into  what  consti- 
tutes a  doctor's  life  in  New-York. 

There  is  estimated  to  be  fifteen  hundred  physicians 
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in  this  city :  of  this  number  about  seven  hundred  are 
quacks,  five  hundred  regular  physicians,  and  the  ba- 
lance is  made  up  of  Steamers — Homeo-humbug-y-paths 
Clairvoyants — Promulgators — Blood,  Indian,  and  Root 
doctors — and  Midwives.  Each  in  turn  has  a  pull  at  the 
poor  sufferers  of  humanity  of  all  nations,  and  the  way 
they  pull  each  other  at  times  is  distressing.  I  belong 
to  the  class  of  "  Doctors,"  and  disbelieve  in  all 
'  pathys  "  and  humbugs,  and  this  causes  me  sometimes 
to  play  a  trick  on  the  men  who  practice  for  money  and 
care  for  no  one.  A  short  time  since  I  went  to  a  doctor 
who  cures  everything  by  "  magnetic  influence "  and 
looking  through  the  body ;  I  told  him  I  was  sick 
and  wished  to  be  put  in  the  clairvoyant  state,  that  he 
might  look  through  me.  When  he  thought  he  had  me 
right,  he  commenced  talking  to  me,  but  I  made  him 
believe  that  I  could  not  reply,  and  made  motions  for 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  which  was  given  me,  and  while  he 
thought  I  was  under  his  influence,  I  wrote  a  few  pages, 
about  him  and  humbugery,  that  he'll  never  forget  in 
his  life.  When  he  found  out  the  trick  he  quit  his  trade 
and  left  the  city.  Homeo-humbug-a-pathy  has  had  its 
day  in  New-York,  and  awful  must  be  the  fall,  for  some 
there  are  who  were  once  physicians,  but  forsook  the 
profession  to  go  along  with  deluded  upstarts,  who  ad- 
vocated the  absurd  theory  of  "  giving  the  one  hundred- 
thousandth  part  of  a  grain  every  ten  years."  They 
cannot  have  any  claim  now  to  the  profession,  and  must 
go  to  sawmg  wood  or  some  other  lucrative  trade,  to 
earn  their  grub.  Advertising  quacks  are  still  flourish- 
ing round,  and  they  pick  up  the  ready  cash  of  stran- 
gers. 

On  Monday  week  last,  two  cases  of  Procidentia- 
Uteri,  was  exhibited  !  to  a  large  audience  of  Students 
and  Physicians,  by  Prof.  Bedford  at  his  Obstetric  Cli- 
nique,  in  the  University  Medical  College.  The  Clinique 
is  attracting  a  degree  of  attention  rarely  met  with  in 
medicine.  In  due  time  you  shall  hear  from  me  again, 
Yours  in  bonds  of  Esculapian  fidelity. 

A.  D.  Bunch,  M.  D. 

New-York,  December,  1851. 


H&tecellaneous  sterns. 


The  old  controversy  between  Drs.  Morton  and  Jack- 
son, as  to  the  discovery  of  ether  as  an  anaesthetic  agent, 
is  now  before  Congress. 

Judge  Parker  of  Boston  is  about  to  deliver  lectures 
on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  a  subject  upon  which  most 
doctors  as  well  as  lawyers,  are  wont  to  expose  their 
ignorance. 

The  Medical  Times,  after  puffing  the  "  opium  prac- 
tice in  herculean  doses,"  as  curative  in  Puerperal  Fever, 
has  been  obliged  to  confess  that  more  than  half  the 
patients  thus  treated  at  Bellevue,  are  dead.  Only  9  of 
the  cases  are  reported  as  such,  five  of  which  were  fatal. 
We  have  been  furnished  with  other  facts,  which  will  be 
forthcoming  in  time  for  those  "lectures." 

The  public  are  cautioned  against  Castor  Oil  in 
capsules,  as  they  are  said  to  contain  Croton  oil,  which  is 
5  drastic  drug,  and  capable  of  much  mischief.  ^ 


The  Medical  Times  complains  of  "  old  fogyism  in  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms  House,"  forgetting 
that  it  is  to  this  very  quality  that  his  clique  is  indebted 
for  the  opportunity  of  learning  their  profession  by 
experimenting  on  the  sick  paupers  of  the  city,  without 
the  supervision  of  a  superior  Medical  Officer  to  supply 
their  deficiencies  and  protect  the  poor  from  their  blun- 
ders. We  perceive  that  one  of  the  "  old  fogies  "  has 
ceased  to  be  Governor,  and  become  "  Warden  of  the 
Hospital,"  for  which  his  trade  of  cabinet  making  admir- 
ably fits  him.  The  complaint  is  that  the  dead  are 
coffined  and  buried,  instead  of  being  disposed  of  to  the 
colleges,  which  the  Times  complains  "  have  this  season 
suffered  for  want  of  materiel"  It  would  seem  that 
medical  teaching  is  doomed  in  New-York.  The  "  old 
fogies  "  cannot  be  made  to  see  that  a  "  law  for  the  pro- 
tection of  burial  grounds  "  is  to  "  legalize  the  study  of 
anatomy,"  to  which  the  Senate  stand  opposed.  The 
Times  hopes  for  better  luck  at  Albany.    Nous  verrons. 

Professor  Alonzo  Clark  has  been  elected  President 
of  the  State  Medical  Society.  The  Homoeopaths  will 
interpret  this  as  an  endorsement  of  the  practice  of  giving 
280  grains  of  opium  per  day,  in  Puerperal  fever,  but  we 
demur  to  this  inference.  Dr.  C.  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Crosby-street  College,  in  this  city,  and  holds  a  similar 
chair  in  Vermont,  and  another  in  Massachusetts,  lectur- 
ing alternately  in  each.  It  is  to  this  triple  professorship 
that  this  new  dignity  has  been  added.  It  will  be 
Professor  Lee's  turn  next,  for  he  holds  no  less  than  five 
professorships,  itinerating  from  Maine  to  Ohio.  The 
peripatetic  philosophers  are  in  demand,  for  there^is 
a  lack  of  timber  materiel  to  make  professors  out  of. 
More's  the  pity. 

Homoeopathy. 

[We  insert  the  following  extracts  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  of  Edinburgh,  and 
trust  that  the  length  of  Dr.  Simpson's  speech  will  not 
deter  any  from  reading  it,  as  it  will  amply  repay  pe- 
rusal. 

It  seems  that  Dr.  Henderson,  who  was  a  clinical 
professor  in  the  University,  and  physician  to  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  has  treated  a  case  of  pneumonia  in  the  latter 
institution  by  infinitesimal  doses  of  Phosphorus.  The 
case  was  fatal  of  course.  Dr.  Syme,  Dean  of  the  Medi- 
cal Faculty,  felt  it  his  duty  to  cause  the  removal  of  Dr. 
Henderson  from  his  official  station,  which  was  prompt- 
ly effected  before  the  Faculty.  Whereupon  reports 
were  circulated  by  Dr.  H.  impeaching  the  integrity  of 
both  Dr.  Syme  and  Dr.  Simpson,  by  alleging  that  they 
had  each  consulted  with  homoeopathists. 

Dr.  Syme  having  fully  vindicated  himself  from  the 
allegation  of  inconsistency,  Dr.  Simpson  made  the  fol- 
lowing address,  as  reported  in  the  Edinburgh  Monthly 
Journal : ] 

Dr.  Simpson  seconded  Mr.  Syme's  motion.  And  as  Mr.  Syme 
had  taken  the  present  opportunity  of  answering  some  of  the 
charges  which  had  been  brought  against  him  as  to  counte- 
nancing Homoeopathy,  Dr.  S.  hoped  the  society  would  accord 
him  also  the  same  privilege,  of  replying  to  similar  charges  which 
had  been  brought  against  himself,  from  the  same  quarter,  and  on 
the  same  subject.  Dr.  S.  had  not  read  the  pamphlet  from  which 
Mr.  Syme  had  quoted,  nor  any  of  the  other  pamphlets  published 
during^  the  recent  discussion  ;  but  he  had  read  the  first  letter 
which  Dr.  Henderson  addressed  to  one  of  the  Edinburgh  news- 
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papers.  It  appeared  at  a  time  when  Dr.  S.  happened  to  be  absent 
from  Edinburgh,  and  he  first  heard  of  it  when  in  England.  In 
that  letter  L>r.  Henderson  stated,  that  Dr.  S.  had  met  with  him  in 
consultation  in  the  treatment  of  some  cases.  On  the  morning 
after  he  had  arrived  in  Edinburgh,  he  wailed  upon  Dr.  Hender- 
son at  his  own  house,  to  ask  him  what  these  cases  were.  He 
had,  within  the  last  few  years,  on  two  occasions,  watched,  for 
some  long  anxious  hours  with  Dr.  Henderson,  at  the  bedside  of 
Dr.  H.'s  own  wife,  but  she  was  assuredly  treated  most  allopathi- 
cally,  not  homcRopathically  ;  and,  in  doing  so,  no  one  would  ac- 
cuse Dr.  S.  of  abetting  or  countenancing  homoeopathy.  But,  in 
confirmation  of  his  statement,  Dr.  Henderson  mentioned  two 
patients  whom  Dr.  S.  had  attended, — one  for  uterine  disease  ;  the 
other  for  disease  of  the  labium.  Dr.  Henderson  previously  at- 
tended these  cases,  and  had  certainly  asked  Dr.  S.  to  the  charge 
of  them,  and  Dr.  S.  had  done  so  ;  but  as  certainly  he  did  not  at- 
tend them  with,  or  for  Dr.  Henderson.  Very  likely  he  might 
have  told  Dr.  Henderson,  when  he  happened  to  see  him,  what 
view  he  took  of  the  cases,  but  he  understood  he  had  full  and  un- 
controlled professional  charge  of  them,  and  their  treatment ;  and, 
in  treating  allopathically  what  had  resisted  homoeopathy,  he  was 
not  in  any  way,  he  conceived,  countenancing  homoeopathy  itself. 
He  applied  potassa  fusa  (not  a  homoeopathic  proceeding)  to  the 
cervix  uteri,  to  remove  the  state  of  indurated  hypertrophy  and  in- 
duration. In  the  other  case,  after  trying  various  measures  (iodine, 
nitrate  of  silver,  &c.)  to  reduce  a  hypertrophied  labium,  Mr. 
Syme  went  with  him,  and  removed  a  large  portion  of  it  with  the 
knife.  Dr.  Henderson  adduced  another  case  as  one  he  had  alluded 
to.  It  was  an  instance  of  a  small  pediculated  uterine  polypus,  the 
projecting  body  of  which  was  offering  to  ulcerate.  Dr.  Hender- 
son had  asked  him  to  see  this  patient,  and  was  present  when  Dr. 
S.  removed  the  polypus  with  the  scissors.  Dr.  Denman  had  years 
ago  laid  down,  as  a  rule,  the  necessity,  when  practicable,  of  hav- 
ing the  evidence  of  some  other  practitioner  as  to  the  real  exis- 
tence of  a  polypus;  and  Dr.  S.  had  felt  this  necessity  strongly  in 
the  present  instance,  as  the  lady  had  been  long  the  patient  of  a 
celebrated  London  accoucheur,  who  had  been  intimate  with  Den- 
man, but  who  had  overlooked  the  existence  of  the  polypus,  and 
would  possibly,  if  informed  of  the  measure  adopted,  deny  its  pro- 
priety. Dr.  Henderson  was  the  only  medical  man  that  the  lady 
would,  he  believed,  have  allowed  to  be  present  ;  and  she  required 
no  kind  of  constitutional  treatment.  With  the  exception  of  his 
own  wife,  this  was  the  only  patient  at  whose  bedside  he  had  met 
Dr.  Henderson  ;  and  the  case  was  one  which  did  not  involve,  in 
any  degree,  any  allopathic  or  homoeopathic  principle  of  treatment. 
But,  even  though  in  this  Dr.  S.  did  not  countenance  or  intend  to 
countenance  the  practice  of  homoeopathy,  he  now  believed  he 
acted  wrongly.  With  the  views  which  he  had  latterly  come  to 
hold  on  the  nature  and  character  of  the  so-called  practice  of  ho- 
moeopathy, he  conceived  he  had  erred  in  even  going  thus  far.  So 
much  had  he  felt  this,  that  when,  two  years  ago,  he  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  above,  and  some  other  cases  of  polypus,  to  the  So- 
ciety, and  afterwards  published  that  accout  in  the  Monthly  Jour- 
nal for  January  1850,  he  stated  always  (in  confirmation  of  the 
accuracy  of  his  report,  and  in  accordance  with  Denman's  rule), 
the  names  of  the  other  practitioners  who  had  seen  the  cases  with 
him,  when  others  had  been  present ;  but,  in  the  case  alluded  to, 
he  omitted  the  name  of  Dr.  Henderson,  as  he  felt  itr  was  perhaps 
more  than  questionable  whether  he  should  have  met  him,  at  even 
a  slight  surgical  proceeding,  such  as  the  above.  The  Society,  he 
believed,  would  agree  with  him  as  to  the  fact,  that  the  profession 
here,  as  elsewhere,  were  not  fully  awakened  to  the  duty  in  this 
respect  which  they  owed  to  themselves,  and  to  the  public,  till 
comparatively  lately.  Even  if  Dr.  Henderson's  allegations  were 
all  true  to  a  far  greater  extent,  they  only  amounted  to  this,  that 
the  profession  have  hitherto  been  over-indulgent  to  him  and  his 
heresy, — believing,  as  most  of  his  old  medical  friends  did,  that  the 
delusion  could  only  be  at  most  but  a  temporary  one  on  his  part. 
But  because  they  had  been  considerate  and  tolerant  to  him  in 


times  past — and  a  few  men  taking  up  such  a  heretical  position  as 
he  had  done,  had  ever  met  with  greater  consideration  and  tole- 
rance— this  was  no  reason  why  they  should  continue  to  extend  to 
him  their  hopeless  kindness  for  the  future.  And  for  one,  Dr.  S. 
rejoiced  that  the  colleges  had  taken  up  the  subject,  and  set  the 
matter  on  its  right  footing,  by  making  the  question  of  meeting 
homoeopathists  not  a  question  longer  left  to  the  responsibility  and 
importunities  of  individuals,  but  a  question  which  the  profession 
had  fixed  and  settled  in  their  corporate  capacity.  The  resolutions 
of  the  Colleges,  would,  he  believed,  be  doubly  useful  by  not  only 
determining  for  the  future  the  proper  line  of  duty  of  the  profes- 
sion towards  homoeopathists,  but  by  showing  also  to  the  homoeopa- 
thists their  exact  position  in  relation  to  the  profession.  About  all 
the  fellows  of  our  two  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  be- 
long to  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society ;  and  in  their  capacity  as 
fellows  of  their  respective  Colleges,  have  already  unanimously  ap- 
proved of  the  resolutions  of  the  colleges  regarding  the  propriety  of 
excluding  homoeopathists  from  our  professional  communion.  Most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  members  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  who 
do  not  happen  to  be  fellows  of  either  of  the  Colleges,  hold,  I  be- 
lieve, the  same  views.  In  requesting,  therefore,  the  practitioners 
of  homoeopathy  to  withdraw  themselves  from  us,  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society  is  merely,  so  far,  carrying  into  practical  effect 
the  resolutions  of  the  Colleges  on  this  same  subject.  And  most  of 
the  members  are  probably  aware  that  while  very  strong  legal 
doubts  exist  as  to  public  chartered  corporations,  like  the  two  Col- 
leges, having  the  power  of  exercising  this  right,  fortunately,  any 
private  unchartered  Society,  like  the  Medico-Chirurgical,  need 
fear  no  legal  obstacle  in  enforcing  their  judgment.  In  passing 
therefore — and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  unanimously — such  a  motion  as 
that  proposed  by  Mr.  Syme,  we,  the  members  of  the  Medico-Chi- 
rurgical Society,  show  our  anxiety  and  desire  to  be  rid  of  the  pro- 
fessional presence  of  homoeopathists  in  all  our  institutions,  by 
showing  them  our  determination  to  be  rid  of  them  in  those  places 
from  which  we  have  an  undoubted  right  of  enforcing  their  exclu- 
sion. Every  proper  feeling  of  respect  for  ourselves,  and  every 
proper  feeling  of  regard  for  the  advancement  of  the  great  science 
which  we  cultivate,  seems  now  to  call  upon  us  for  this  disagreea- 
ble step.  For  years  past  they  have  been  allowed,  and  almost 
without  gainsay  or  resistance  on  our  part,  to  hold  up  to  the  lay 
public  all  the  best  acknowledged  principles  of  our  medical  philo- 
sophy and  practice — principles  that  have  stood  the  test  of  thou- 
sands of  years, — as  delusions  and  errors.  And  they  cannot  surely 
deem  us  either  rash  or  severe  in  our  proceedings,  if  slowly,  but  at 
last,  we  turn  round  and  ask  them,  as  \ve  do  to-night,  to  remove 
themselves  from  amongst  men  whose  opinions  they  systematically 
affect  to  deride  and  decry.  Nay,  what  good  can  they  themselves 
derive  from  pertinaciously  adhering  to  a  Society  like  ours,  com- 
posed of  professional  men  banded  together  with  the  view  of  culti- 
vating medical  science  in  a  mode  and  on  principles  which  they  at 
one  time  professed  to  honor,  but  which  they  now  profess  to  repu- 
diate ?  As  Mr.  Symes  properly  observed,  they  have  in  fact  al- 
ready all  but  separated  from  our  Society,  inasmuch  as  they  have 
alienated  themselves  from  our  Society  and  College  meetings  and 
discussions,  as  if  ashamed  of  the  very  step  which  they  had  taken. 
When  we  ask  them  to  retire  from  our  Society,  as  Mr.  Syme's 
motion  proposes,  we  ask  them  merely  to  sever  entirely  a  tie  which 
they  have  already  virtually  broken.  Dr.  Simpson  further  argued 
for  the  propriety  of  this  motion  on  another  ground — viz.,  that  the 
presence  of  homoeopathists  at  our  Society,  even  if  they  did  come 
to  our  meetings,  was  not  at  all  calculated  to  promote  that  princi- 
pal and  leading  object  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society, — the 
culivatiou  and  advancement  of  medical  science  and  knowledge. 
For  he  held  that  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  could  in  any  degree  aid 
in  effecting  this  object,  who  entertained  principles  such  as  those 
which  form  the  basis  of  the  homoeopathic  belief.  We  were  so 
much  justified  in  asking  those  who  had  taken  up  a  belief  in  the 
follies  of  Hahnemann  and  his  Organon  to  withdraw  from  our  So- 
ciety, as  a  Christian  congregation  would  be  justified  in  expelling 
those  of  its  members  who  came  to  believe  in  the  follies  of  Joe 
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Smitli  and  the  Mormon  Bible.  These  two  heresies— the  homoeo- 
pathic and  the  Mormonite— seemed,  in  fact,  to  have  many  points 
iu  common,  though  the  one  belonged  to  medicine,  and  could  only 
be  properly  judged  by  the  physicians  ;  and  the  other  belonged  to 
theology,  and  could  only  properly  be  judged  of  by  clerical  men. 
They  were  both  equally  absurd.  Some  homccopathists  profess 
Hahnemann  to  have  been  actually  inspired,  as  the  Mormonites 
hold  Joe  Smith  to  have  been.  Both  heresies  also  were  extending, 
it  was  true,  but  that  was  no  evidence  of  the  value  of  either.  It 
has  been  alleged  that  we  have  no  confession  of  faith  in  medicine, 
— no  standard  by  which  we  can  possibly  judge,  as  clerical  bodies 
do,  of  the  amount  of  error  and  deviation  of  those  members  of  the 
profession  who,  from  time  to  time,  may  choose  to  set  at  nought 
the  common  principles  of  that  professsion.  But  we  have  a  con- 
fession of  faith,  and  a  standard  by  which  we  can  judge  such  men, 
namely,  the  standard  of  common  sense.  If  we  judge  by  this 
simple  standard  the  opinions  of  Hahnemann  and  his  followers,  we 
will  find  them  sadly,  very  sadly,  wanting.  In  fact,  all  the  dog- 
mas and  doctrines  peculiar  to  him,  are  a  tissue  of  the  strangest 
contradictions  and  wildest  absurdities.  If  a  grown-up  man  were 
gravely  and  seriously  to  assert  to  the  word  that  two  and  two 
make  five,  the  world  would  be  inclined  to  look  upon  him  as  doubt- 
fully rational,  inasmuch  as  he  defied  the  principles  of  common 
sense.  And  when  other  grown-up  men  tell  the  world  that  they 
can  cure  this  or  that  disease  with  a  billionth  or  decillionth  of  a 
grain  of  this  or  that  common  and  probably  even  inert  drug,  they 
express  an  opinion  perhaps  even  more  intensely  and  directly  ab- 
surd than  the  doctrine  of  two  and  two  making  five.  All  men  can 
at  once,  because  without  any  great  intellectual  effort,  see  through 
the  foolishness  and  impossibility  of  the  idea  of  two  and  two  mak- 
ing five,  but  they  do  not  equally  see  through  the  absurdity  and 
impossibility  of  the  more  complicated  but  equally  ridiculous  idea, 
of  the  billionth  or  a  decillionth  of  a  grain  of  sulphur  or  of  chamo- 
mile, or  belladonna,  or  the  like,  having  any  possible  effect  what- 
ever upon  the  economy,  for,  resting  contented  with  the  mere 
name,  they  never  once  think  or  dream  of  what  in  reality  a  bil- 
lionth or  a  decillionth  amounts  to.  Medical  jurists  and  lawyers 
know  of  no  poison,  however  strong  and  powerful,  the  billionth  or 
decillionth  of  which  would  in  the  least  degree  affect  a  man  or 
harm  a  fly.  They  tell  us  that  the  mere  division  of  their  drugs 
invests  them  with  "  tremendous  "  power  ;  but  they  could  not  in- 
jure or  afflict  the  frailest  insect  with  one  of  their  "tremendous" 
billionths  or  decillionths.  For  what,  in  fact,  is  a  billionth  of  a 
grain?  Why,  if  a  single  .grain  of  sulphur  were  divided,  as  the 
homceopathists  use  it  and  other  drugs,  into  billiontlrs,  and  if  our 
common  parent,  Adam,  when  called  into  existence  some  6,000 
years  ago,  had  then  begun  swallowing  a  billionth  every  second, 
and  if  he- had  been  permitted  to  live  up  to  the  present  time  doing 
nothing  but  swallowing  night  and  day  60  billionths  every  minute, 
he  would  as  yet  have  completed  only  a  small  part  of  his  task.  It 
would  require  him  to  work  and  swallow  at  the  same  rate  for 
24,000  years  yet  to  come,  in  order  to  finish  one  single  grain  of  a 
drug,  which  has  little  or  no  effect  on  its  present  descendants  in 
doses  of  many  grains.  Yet  the  homceopathists  believe  that  a  few 
of  the  sulphur  billionths  which  Adam  would  have  swallowed 
during  these  3(1,000  years  would  cure,  forsooth,  an  attack  of  jaun- 
dice. If  we  appeal  to  our  standard — the  standard  of  common 
sense — should  not  men  holding  principles  of  such  unmitigated  ri- 
diculousness be  requested  to  withdraw  from  this  and  other  me- 
dical societies?  But  a  billionth  was,  after  jail,  only  the  sixth  dilu- 
tion of  a  grain.  Homceopathists  have  dilutions  far  more  refined, 
and  doses  far  more  infinitesimal  than  that.  Some  amongst  them 
allege  that  drugs  should  rather  be  used  in  their  thirtieth  dilution, 
or  in  decillionths,  and  even  some  aver,  that  the  smell  of  such  a 
dose  is  enough.  When  they  speak  of  the  decillionth  of  a  grain, 
they  seem  little  to  reckon  what  a  decillionth  amounts  to.  For  it 
is  a  sum,  the  mere  figures  of  which  can  scarcely  give  us  any  con- 
ception of  its  infinitesimal  amount,  [viz.,— 1,000,0  10,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 000.] 


The  world  is  computed  to  contain  at  the  present  time  some  nine 
hundred  millions  of  human  beings.  If  all  these  nine  hundred  mil- 
lions of  human  beings  had  lived  during  the  past  six  thousand 
years,  and  each  of  them  had  swallowed,  every  moment  of  their 
existence,  a  decillionth  of  a  grain  such  as  the  homoeopaths  use, 
they  would  not,  during  these  six  thousand  years,  have  yet  finish- 
ed one  single  grain.  A  writer  in  the  last  number  of  the  "  Edin- 
burgh Review,"  in  order  to  give  his  readers  some  idea  of  the  num- 
bers that  were  published  of  the  catalogue  of  the  Great  Exhibition, 
states,  that  if  these  catalogues  were  placed  iu  a  vertical  line  or 
row,  the  base  of  which  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  Pacific,  that  the 
apex  of  the  row  would  reach  as  high  as  the  top  of  Chimborazo. 
About  twenty  homoeopathic  globules  make  au  inch,  aud  if  each  of 
these  contained  a  decillionth  of  a  dose,  as  some  homoeopaths  pro- 
fess to  use  them,  a  continuous  row  of  these  decillionth  globules 
would  make  a  line  which  would  stretch  from  the  bottom  of  the 
Pacific,  not  only  as  high  as  Chimborazo,  or  even  as  far  as  the 
moon,  but  it  would  extend  several  times  from  the  sun  to  the 
outermost  planet  in  our  system,  or  even  as  far  as  the  nearest 
fixed  star.  A  grain  of  belladouna  or  other  of  their  drugs,  distri- 
buted in  such  decilliouth-dose  globules,  would  make  continuous 
lines  many  million  times  longer  than  all  the  railroads  and  other 
roads  that  ever  were,  or  ever  will  be,  formed  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  And  yet,  say  the  homoeopaths,  take  a  pin's  point  and  lift 
out  a  few  of  these  belladonna  globules  spread  out  on  these  inter- 
minable lines  of  road,  and  you  will  cure  with  them  a  case  of  scar- 
let fever.  Surely  men  holding  such  fantastical  doctrines,  are  not 
men  mentally  fit  to  be  members  of  such  a  Society  as  this.  They 
are  heretical  to  the  extent  of  utterly  outraging  the  confession  of 
faith  that  we  use  in  medicine, — the  standard  of  common  sense  ; 
and  they  cannot  rightly  deem  us  tyrannical  if,  iu  consequence, 
we  request,  in  such  a  Society  as  this,  to  be  relieved  of  their  com- 
panionship. One  remark  of  Mr.  Sy rue's  regarding  the  uumberof 
homoeopathic  practitioners  in  Edinburgh,  reminded  Dr.  S.  of  a 
curious  feature  in  homoeopathic  practice  among  us.  He  was  not 
sure  of  how  many  practitioners  of  homoeopathy  we  had  iu  Edin- 
burgh ;  but  they  were  all  versant  with  the  fact,  that  there  were 
three  homoeopathic  drug  shops  in  town.  That  fact  was  in  itself  a 
significant  and  illustrative  fact.  He  did  not  know  the  number  of 
drugs  that  homccopathists  used,  but  he  did  not  suppose  they  ex- 
ceeded 250  or  300  separate  articles.  He  was  not  aware  of  what 
a  grain  of  each  might  cost  ;  but  he  imagined,  not  above  a  penny 
or  two  at  most,  on  the  average.  And  one  single  grain  in  even 
their  fourth  or  fifth  dilutions,  would,  of  course,  he  sufficient  during 
any  one  druggist's  life-time,  not  only  for  a  whole  town  such  as 
Edinburgh,  but  for  a  whole  universe  ;  while  a  grain  of  a  drug  di- 
vided into  quintillionths  or  decillionths  might  in  truth  serve  an  en- 
tire race  during  an  entire  geological  epoch.  A  homoeopathic  apo- 
thecary's stock  in  trade  could  not  consequently  well  exceed  a  few 
shillings,  or  a  few  pounds  at  most,  and  need  not  surely  require 
renewal  during  the  longest  life  time.  And  yet  these  same  homoeo- 
pathic dilutions  seem  convertible,  through  an  adequate,  amount  of 
credulity  on  the  part  of  the  public,  into  annual  incomes  sufficient 
for  the  maintenance  of  three  thriving  drug  establishments  !  To 
effect  this,  the  druggists  must  sell  their  pharmaceutical  exiguities 
at  something  like  a  billionth  or  decillionth  of  profit.  He  did  not 
blame  the  druggists  for  this,  or  for  charging,  as  they  did,  very 
smartly  for  the  globules  which  they  sold.  Their  high  price  was 
indeed  in  itself  a  more  potent  therapeutical  agency  than  any 
problematical  medicinal  matter  which  they  contained  ;  for  what  a 
man  pays  high  value  for,  must,  he  naturally  believes,  be  of  high 
value.  But  surely  we  may  well  smile  at  the  deluded  buyers 
zealously  emptying  their  purses  in  the  purchase  of  such  dreamy 
nonentities.  Nor  did  it  seem  necessary  that  the  globules  of  sugar 
of  milk  should  go  even  through  the  form  of  being  medicated  with 
their  supposed  quadillionths,  quintillionths,  &c.  of  the  drug  whose 
name  they  bore.  At  least  it  had  been  averred  that  some  in  Eng- 
land who  pretended  to  manufacture  these  medicated  globules  on 
the  large  scale,  had  found  that  the  sugar  of  milk,  of  which  these 
globules  were  composed,  answered  just  as  well  with  or  without  a 
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dip  in  the  pretended  dilutions.  And  as  far  as  regarded  the  patient  | 
and  the  disease,  it  mattered  nothing  what  glohule  was  given —  j 
whether  one  of  charcoal  or  arsenic.    They  were  both  so  diluted 
as,  of  course,  to  be  entirely  inefficacious  ;  and  all  the  drugs  aud 
globules  in  a  homoeopathic  medicine-box  being  rendered  equally 
null  and  inuocent  by  their  previous  reduction,  any  one  of  them 
could  readily  and  successfully  replace  any  other.    Early  in  the 
history  of  homoeopathy  in  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Simpson  had  wiinessed  i 
a  circumstance  proving,  if  any  proof  were  required  in  such  an  in- 
stance, that  all  homceoprthic  globules  act  alike, — that  any  one 
may  replace  any  other  in  their  list  ;  and  that  it  is  the  belief  with 
which  the  drug  is  taken,  and  not  the  infinitesimal  drug  itself, 
which  produces  the  effect  ascribed  to  it. 

Some  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  an  old  schoolmate  of  Dr.  Simpson, 
having  begun  business  as  a  homoeopathic  druggist  in  Liverpool, 
kindly  sent  Dr.  S.  a  present  of  a  small  box  of  homoeopathic  me- 
dicines ;  and  a  very  beautiful  painted  box  it  was.  During  the 
time  it  was  in  Dr.  S.'s  possession,  he  put  it  only  to  one  use,  viz., 
he  gave  it  as  au  occasional  plaything  to  his  eldest  son,  who  was 
then  a  child.  The  boy,  revelling  in  his  permitted  amount  of  mis- 
chief, used  in  his  sport  to  uncork  the  small  bottles,  empty  their 
globules  into  a  heap,  aud  then  refill  the  bottles  from  the  general 
mass.  Of  course,  this  had  speedily  the  effect  of  altering  and  dis- 
arranging the  contents  of  the  entire  liliputian  drug-shop  ;  the 
globules  pertaining  to  the  different  bottles  were  more  or  less  tho- 
roughly mixed  together  ;  aud  sometimes  when  the  child  was  tired 
of  his  occupation,  others  at  last  refilled  the  bottles  from  the  gene- 
ral heap.  A  professional  brother  happening  to  call  at  Dr  S.'s 
house  one  day  when  Dr.  S.  was  absent  from  home,  saw  the  box, 
and  put  it  in  his  pocket.  Many  weeks  afterwards,  the  new  pro- 
prietor of  the  box  met  Dr.  S.,  and  told  him  that  he  had  been  try- 
ing to  practise  homceopathically,  at  which  Dr.  S.  expressed  his 
regret ;  and  he  added  that  he  had  seen  some  wonderful  effects  and 
cures  from  using  the  drugs  contained  iu  Dr.  S.'s  owu  former  ho- 
moeopathic box  !  Wrongly  perhaps,  as  Dr.  S.  now  thinks,  he  did 
not  at  the  time,  tell  this  physician  that  the  globules  of  the  bottles 
which  he  had  been  using  were  elaborately  commixed  ;  but  the 
whole  struck  him  as  so  good  a  joke  at  the  moment,  that  he  thought 
he  would  reserve  it  to  bring  it  out  upon  his  friend  on  some  future 
and  more  ripe  occasion,  for  the  purpose  of  laughing  him  out  of 
his  homoeopathic  delusion.  But  unfortunately,  matters  hastened 
rapidly  on,  the  physician  became  more  and  more  a  homoeopath ist, 
and  then  it  became  too  serious  a  matter  to  joke  about,  when  he 
actually  published  a  list  of  supposed  homoeopathic  cures.  The 
whole  thing  assumed  so  grave  an  aspect,  that  he  never  mentioned 
it  until  the  physician,  who  had  appropriated  the  box,  had  become 
far  too  hardened  in  his  homoeopathic  practices  to  allow  of  any 
hope  of  his  reconversion.  From  the  time  that  the  physician  in 
question  mentioned  the  results  of  using  the  box,  till  within  the 
last  few  months,  he  and  Dr.  S.  never  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
either  the  box  or  homoeopathy.  But  the  conversation  turning  on 
this  last  occasion  upon  the  box,  he  remarked  to  Dr.  S.,  that  Dr. 
S.  had  no  right  to  say,  as  he  had  heard  reported,  that  it  was  the 
use  of  Dr.  S.'s  commixed  box  of  medicines  that  had  converted  him 
to  homoeopathy  ;  because,  as  he  added,  he  had  another  box  of 
homoeopathic  drugs  at  the  time  be  began,  and  Dr.  S.  had  no  power 
of  knowing  that  it  was  not  this  other  box  that  he  had  employed. 
Dr.  S.,  of  course,  confessed  that  he  had  no  means  of  knowing 
that  it  was  Dr.  S's.  former  box  which  he  had  employed,  excepting 
this,  that  previously  he  had  distinctly  and  deliberately  told  Dr.  S. 
that  it  was  Dr.  S.'s  old  box  that  he  had  used,  and  the  results  of 
which  had  effected  the  change  in  him  at  the  time  of  the  first  con- 
versation. And  Dr.  S.  felt  sure  of  one  other  circumstance,  namely, 
that  if  that  physician,  or  auy  other  homceopathist,  would  use  ho- 
moeopathic boxes  equally  commixed  as  that  which  Dr.  S.  once 
possessed,  they  would  get  results  just  as  good  as  they  would  ob- 
tain from  the  supposed  non-mixed  globules.  There  is  a  homoeo- 
pathic hospital  now  in  London.  If  the  physicians  of  it  will  take 
twenty  or  thirty  boxes  of  homoeopathic  drugs,  and  allow  any  one 
to  commix  the  contents  of  a  few  of  them,  and  to  furnish  others 


with  nothing  but  sugar  and  milk  globules,  they  would  find  it,  he 
believed,  utterly  and  totally  impossible,  after  trials  of  weeks  or 
months  to  point  out  the  medicated  from  the  non -medicated  boxes 
and  those  whose  contents  were  thoroughly  mixed,  from  those 
whose  contents  were  all  in  due  form  and  order  And  he  felt  as- 
sured that  the  Society  and  the  medical  profession  would  join  him 
in  his  sincere  conviction  and  belief,  that  such  an  experiment  was 
not  in  the  least  degree  objectionable,  in  as  far  as  the  good  and 
safety  of  the  patients  of  the  homoeopathic  hospital  were  concerned. 
For  whether  the  drugged  or  undrugged  globules  were  exhibited, 
one  and  the  same  result  would  follow,  viz.,  that  the  diseases  of 
the  patients  would,  under  either  mode  of  management,  be  allowed 
to  go  on  uncontrolled  and  uninfluenced  to  their  own  natural  ter- 
mination. Fortunately  for  such  au  inane  and  negative  practice 
as  homoeopathy,  most  diseases,  even  acute  inflammation  of  the 
iungs,  &c.  did,  in  a  large  pioportion  of  cases,  tend  ultimately 
towards  a  successful  aud  happy  termination,  through  the  spon- 
taneous and  unaided  efforts  of  nature  alone  ;  and  the  swallowing 
of  a  few  infinitesimal  globules  of  auy  kind  would  not  alter  in  auy 
degree  this  result.  But  Dr.  S.  feared  that  if  he  spoke  longer  he 
might  fall  into  the  error  spoken  of  by  iMr.  Syme, — viz.,  the  error 
of  discussing  the  merits,  or  rather  demerits,  of  homoeopathy  ; 
wbile  the  Society  were  met,  not  for  this  purpose,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expressing  their  judgment  in  regard  merely  to  the  pro- 
priety of  practitioners  of  homoeopathy  withdrawing  from  the  Soci- 
ety. There  was  another  class  of  practitioners  who  ought,  he 
thought,  certainly  to  be  included  in  the  category  of  those  whose 
names  should  be  removed  from  the  list  of  members.  He  alluded 
to  such  practitioners  as  were  not  simple-minded,  but  sincere  ho- 
|  mceopathists,  but  acted  as  allopathists, — who  doctored  people 
as  people  themselves  wished,  either  with  drachms  of  drugs,  or  bil- 
lions of  a  grain  of  the  same  :  who  wished  to  be  considered  ho- 
moeopath ists,  but,  as  had  been  often  detected,  drugged  their  globules 
aud  tinctures  with  active  doses  of  the  most  powerful  medicines  ; 
who  spread  out  the  snare  of  homoeopathy  as  a  golden  man-trap 
to  catch  credulous  and  trusting  patients,  and  afterwards  either 
openly  or  surreptitiously  applied  to  them  all  the  usual  means 
employed  in  the  armeutarium  of  rational  medicine.  Some  men 
pretended  they  could  honestly  and  honorably  mix  up  the  two  prac- 
tices. Most  physicians  naturally  doubted  whether  any  man  could 
in  honor  and  honesty  combine  such  incompatible  incongruities. 
Neither,  any  true  homoeopath  nor  any  true  allopath  would  give 
this  spurious  set  credit  for  their  integrity  of  purpose  and  principle. 
If  any  such  were  members  of  the  Society,  let  them  certainly  aud 
undoubtedly  be  requested  to  retire.  Their  conduct  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  poor  Swiss  clergyman,  who,  living  iu  a  district  partly 
of  Romanists  and  partly  of  Protestants,  thought  it  no  discredit  to 
eke  out  his-living  by  preaching  a  strong  Romanist  sermon  to  the 
Romanists  in  the  forenoon,  and  a  stroug  Protestant  sermon  to  the 
Protestauts  in  the  afternoon.  He  repeated,  that  he  hoped  and 
understood  that  Mr.  Syme's  motion  included  this  hybrid  and  equi- 
vocal class  of  practitioners. 

3Ir.  Syme  begged  to  ask  who  the  practitioner  was  that  had 
been  converted  to  homoeopathy,  by  watching  the  effects  of  the 
globules  coutained  in  Dr.  Simpson's  mixed  homoeopathic  drug-box  ; 
aud  he  hoped  for  the  sake  of  the  profession  in  Edinburgh,  Dr.  E>. 
would  have  no  objections  to  mentioning  the  practioner's  name. 

Dr.  Simpson  said  that  the  practitioner  alluded  to  was  Professor 
Henderson. 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 


Questions  on  Anatomy. 

Continued. 

BONES  OF  THE  FACE. 

What  bones  belong  to  the  face  ] 

There  are  fourteen  bones  in  the  face  proper,  exclu- 
sive of  the  teeth  and  os  hyoides  or  bone  at  the  root  of 
the  tongue.    They  are  2  ossa  nasi,  2  ossa  malarum,  2 
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ossa  lacrymalia,  2  ossa  maxillaria  superiora,  1  os  rcax- 
illaria  inferiora,  2  ossa  palatina,  2  ossa  tarbinata,  and  1 
vomer. 

Describe  these  bones  in  order  ? 
The  2  nasal  bones  are  situated  at  tbe  arch  or  bridge 
of  the  nose. 

The  2  malar,  or  cheek  bones,  are  nearly  quadran- 
gular in  shape,  having  numerous  processes  connecting 
them  to  adjacent  bones,  and  furnishing  attachments  to 
muscles.  On  each  side  of  the  face  it  forms  part  of  the 
orbit,  as  well  as  the  prominence  of  the  cheek,  and  by 
its  connection  with  the  zygomatic  process  of  the  tem- 
poral bone  it  protects  the  temporal  muscles. 

The  lacrymal  bone,  or  os  unquis,  is  found  at  the 
anterior  and  inner  edge  of  the  orbit  of  each  eye,  and 
resembles  a  finger-nail;  it  has  a  groove  which  holds 
the  lacrymal  sac  and  is  united  to  the  frontal,  cethmoid 
and  maxillary  bone  by  the  lacrymal  sutures. 

The  zipper  jaw  is  composed  of  two  symmetrical  bones, 
is  very  irregular,  and  has  numerous  processes,  called 
the  alveolar,  palatine,  spinous,  nasal,  bulbous,  orbitar, 
and  malar  processes.  It  has  also  several  depressions 
occupied  by  muscles,  and  4  foramina  transmitting  ves- 
sels, nerves,  <fcc.  viz.:  the  infra-orbitary ,  incisivum, 
spheno,  maxillary,  and  palatine.  There  is  also  the 
opening  into  the  antrum,  or  maxillary  sinus  between 
the  turbinated  bones.  The  teeth  are  inverted  in  sockets 
found  upon  its  lower  border.  This  bone  forms  part  of 
the  orbit,  nose,  and  palate. 

The  lower  jaw-bone  is  placed  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  face,  and  has  been  divided  into  the  chin,  sides, 
angles  and  rami.  Its  chief  processes  are  the  condyloid 
and  covonoid,  the  former  articulating  with  the  glenoid 
cavity  of  the  temporal  bone,  and  the  latter  furnishing 
attachment  to  the  temporal  muscles.  But  there  are 
numerous  other  elevations  and  also  depressions  upon 
this  bone  to  which  other  muscles  are  connected.  Two 
foramina  are  observed  on  each  side,  the  mental  foramen 
anteriorly,  and  a  posterior  opening  connected  with  it, 
through  which  vessels  and  nerves  pass.  In  the  foetal 
state  it  is  divided  at  the  chin  or  symphisis,  and  as  in 
the  upper  jaw  the  rudiments  of  the  first  teeth  may  be 
detected. 

The  palate  bones  occupy  the  posterior  part  of  the 
orbit,  nares,  and  palate,  and  are  divided  into  4  portions 
called  the  palatine,  pterygoid,  nasal,  and  orbitar  pro- 
cesses, some  of  which  have  other  sub-processes.  Though 
small  bones,  their  peculiarities  are  numerous,  and  their 
use  important. 

The  inferior  turbinated  bones  are  on  the  inner  side 
of  the  nostrils,  and  are  joined  to  the  lacrymal,  maxillary, 
and  palate  bones,  and  contributes  to  form  the  antrum 
and  lacrymal  duct. 

The  vomer  forms  the  partition  or  septum  of  the 
nostrils  posteriorly. 

OF  THE  TEETH. 

What  is  the  number  of  the  teeth  in  an  adult ! 

Thirty-two ;  and  they  are  divided  into  8  incisores, 


!4  canine,  and  20  molares.  The  two  anterior  molares 
on  each  side  of  both  jaws  are  called  bicuspides ;  and 
the  posterior  ones  on  each  side  of  both  jaws  are  called 
dentes  sapientice. 

In  the  fcetal  state  when  are  the  pulps  of  the  teeth 
first  discernible  1 

About  the  4th  month,  and  ossification  in  them  com- 
mences at  the  8th  month. 

How  many  teeth  compose  the  first  set? 

Twenty ;  viz. :  8  incisive,  4  canini,  and  8  molares. 

What  is  the  age  during  which  dentition  is  in  pro- 
gress ? 

From  6  months  to  2  years  in  ordinary,  and  at  about 
7  years  the  first  teeth  begin  to  shed,  a  process  which 
usually  ends  at  14.  The  dentes  sapientice  however 
do  not  appear  until  several  years  after. 

Are  the  teeth  inserted  into  the  jaw-bones? 

They  are  not;  but  into  the  alveolar  or  bony  process 
which  is  found  upon  the  jaws  simultaneously  with  the 
teeth,  and  disappears  in  advanced  age  when  the  teeth 
are  lost. 

OS  HYOIDES. 
Where  is  this  bone  situated,  and  what  is  peculiar 
about  it? 

At  the  root  of  the  tongue  and  above  the  larynx ; 
and  forms  a  point  of  attachment  for  membranes,  liga- 
ments, and  muscles,  belonging  to  the  tongue,  epiglottis, 
and  thyroid  cartilage.  It  is  connected  by  ligaments 
to  the  styloid  processes  and  thyloid  cartilage,  and 
renders  important  service  in  speech  and  deglutition. 

To  be  Continued. 

Ntrn  publications. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Disuases  of  the  Chest.  By  John  A.  Swett, 
M.  D.  New-York,  D.  Appieton  &  Co  1852. 
This  volume  contains  a  revision  of  the  lectures  delivered  by  the 
author  in  the  New-York  Hospital,  some  ten  years  since,  and  then 
published  in  the  New-York  Lancet.  They  are  now  republished 
in  this  permanent  form,  improved  by  the  experience  enjoyed  by 
the  author  since  in  public  and  private  practice.  As  an  elaborate 
digest' of  the  present  state  of  kuowledge  on  this  very  important 
and  intricate  subject,  coming  as  it  does  from  a  highly  reputable 
practitioner,  and  an  able  clinical  teacher,  the  profession  will  find 
it  a  safe  and  useful  guide  in  the  pathology  and  therapeutics  of 
every  variety,  of  thoracic  disease.  In  these  degenerate  days  it 
is  humiliating  to  express  the  apprehension  that  it  may  be  under- 
valued by  many  because  it  is  an  American  production,  and  lacks 
a  foreign  imprimatur.  We  confess  to  a  preference  for  American 
authors, especially  when,  as  in  this  case,  they  excel  in  real  merit 
anyimported  work  on  the  same  subject. 

Velpeau's  Midwifery.    Lindsay  and  Blackiston,  Philadelphia. 

This  truly  excellent  and  complete  work  as  improved  by  Pio- 
fessor  Meigs,  and  since  by  its  great  French  author,  whose  latest 
additions  are  here  translated  by  Dr.  Page,  of  Philadelphia,  has 
just  appeared,  being  the  fourth  edition.  In  our  estimation,  it  de- 
serves to  enjoy  the  pre-eminence  among  works  of  its  class  which 
has  been  awarded  it  very  generally  by  the  profession,  and  of 
which  it  is  now  more  worthy.  The  engravings  are  the  best  we 
have  seen. 

Ranking's  Half  Yearly  Abstract.  This  well  known  periodical 
is  still  published  by  Lindsay  and  Blackiston.  The  present 
number  comes  laden  with  more  than  its  usual  variety,  and 

d  ought  to  be  in  every  medical  library. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Till  MBIT  BISCUIT, 

OR 

THE  CONCENTRATED   EXTRACT  OF  BEEF, 
COMBINED  WITH  FLOUR, 
Invented   and  Manufactured  in  Texas, 
By  GAIL  BORDER,  Jim. 

Seenrcd  by  Patent  in  the  United  States  and  in  England. 


This  new  article,  forms  the  most  portable,  convenient 
and  useful  diet,  ever  offered  to  the  public.  The  "Council 
KEedal"  was  awarded  to  the  inveuter  at  the  Great  Ex- 
hibition 'n  London  ;  thus  showing  the  appreciation  there  had  of 
its  merits,  after  a  most  thorough  examination  by  the  distinguished 

Jury,  and  the  analysis  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  T.  R.  S. 

to  whose  report,  reference  may  be  made. 

Dr.  J.  XVI.  Bailey  United  States  special  Inspector  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  and  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Chilton  Chem- 
ist of  New- York,  have  also  attested  to  the  excellence  of  the  Meat 
Biscuit. 

The  Gold  Medal  of  the  American  Institute,  has 

also  been  awarded  "  for  this  new  and  valuable  article,"  as  well  as 
for  "  Pure  Beef  Lard  "  produced  in  its  manufacture.  The 
Meat  Biscuit  is  eminently  adapted 

Por  Travellers  by  sea  and  land. 

Por  the  Marine  Service  generally.  The  health  of 

seamen  would  be  preserved,  and  their  comfort  increased  by  ihe 
use  of  it.  Having  the  quality  of  meat  fresh  from  the  slaughter, 
it  would  doubtless  prove  anti-scorbutic  ;  and  with  the  sailors'  salt 
provision,  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

For  Dispeptics,  Invalids  and  Convalescents, 

it  is  peculiarly  suitable,  from  its  easy  digestibility,  and  highly  nu- 
tritious properties.  It  is  entirely  free  from  fat,  salt  or  other  con- 
diment, or  antiseptic  whatever, 

Por  Family  Use,  and  in  all  circumstances  where  fresh 
meat  is  wauted,  the  Meat  Biscuit  will  be  found  most  useful  and 
economical. 

It  can  be  readily  prepared  for  use  as  a  Soup,  Pudding,  Sauce 
and  Mince  Pie.  One  pound  contains  the  nutriment  or  essence 
of  five  pounds  of  the  best  fresh  beef.  One  Ounce  will  make  a 
pint  of  rich  nutritious  soup  ;  and  for  a  Mince  Pie  only  two  ounc- 
es, to  every  pound  of  fruit. 

The  Preservative  qualities  of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been 
tested,  both  by  sea  and  land,  for  more  than  twenty  months  past. 
It  has  been  carried  to  California  across  the  plains,  and  by  Cape 
Horn, — to  Canton  and  the  Arctic  seas,  and  back  again  ;  and  a 
canister  has  also  made  seven  consecutive  voyages  between  Gal- 
veston and  New-York,  all  remaining  in  a  perfectly  sound  state, 
as  when  first  manufactured. 

Numerous  and  high  testimonials  of  the  value  and  excellence 
of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been  received  by  the  inventor.  Lo- 
renzo Sherwood,  Esq.  formerly  of  New-York,  now  resident  at  Gal- 
veston, the  place  of  manufacture,  testifies  "  to  the  great  care  and 
cleanliness  observed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Meat  Biscuit." 
He  says,  "  I  can  give  the  assurance  that  greater  cleanliness  could 
not  possibly  be  observed,  while  only  the  best  quality  of  beef  and 
flour  that  can  be  obtained,  is  made  use  of." 

Sold  by 

J.  H.  Brower  &.  Co.  Sole  agent,      The  Inventor,  84  William-st. 
in  New- York,  45  South  St.  corner  Maiden  Lane. 

Also  Sold  by 
Wade  &.  Osborne,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hamlin  &  Perkius,  New  Bedford  Centre-st. 
Peirce  &  Bacon,  Boston,  Mass. 
Win.  Bollaert,  London,  2  St  Peters  Alley,  Cornhill. 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 

We  invite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

PERFUMERY. 

Druggists  wiil  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  ic.  before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  <fc  J.  RAMSEY. 

25  Maiden  Lane,  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAi, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  artiele  for  retailing,  and 
it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to  those  who 
have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restoratives,  says :— "  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  it  J.  Ramsey's  Kephalia  is  what  it  professes 
to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair, 
and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  plea- 
sant. We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now 
add  that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  iu 
real  excellence."^ 

Manufactured  by 

A.  4  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New-York. 

Made  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  25  Maiden  Lane,  NewYork,  is 
universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept  by  all  re- 
spectable Druggists. 

VEGETABLE    PEARL  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  Com- 
plexion ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and 
transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  preparations 
made  of  chulk,  alabaster,  <fcc. 

Manufactured  only  by 

A.  <fc  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New- York.  _ 


WITHOUT   SMELL  OR  TASTE. 

Messrs.  J.  M1LHAU  &■  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
!   rangements  with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
|  succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
i   limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  fhebeansin  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection.  Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea- 
sant to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.   In  the  article 
i   now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
|   pearance,  it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
J   vend  of  the  new  and  valuable  remedies  recently  announced.  q£  which  we 
;   have  secured  a  supply,  viz. :— The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm ;  Hydroferro  Cyanate  of  Potash  and  Urea ;  the  new  Febrifuge ; 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  Iron,  &c.  &c 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &.  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business.  I 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NEW  SURGICAL  WOR&S. 

LIPPINCOTT,    GRAM  BO    &  CO 
PHILADELPHIA. 


HAVE    NOW  READY  PARTS  I.   &  II.  OF 
A  SYSTEM  OF  OPEEATIVE  SURGERY, 

ADAPTED    TO    THE    PRACTICE    OF    SURGERY    IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES, 
AND    COMPRISING    A  FULL 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL    INDEX  AND  HISTORICAL 
RECORD  OF  THE  WORKS  AND  OPERATIONS 
EXECUTED  BY  AMERICAN  SURGEONS, 

mOM    THE    EARLIEST     PERIOD     TO    THE     PRESENT  TIME 

BY  HEESRTT  H.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

Surgeon  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Assistant  Lecturer  on 
Demonstrative  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn'sj lvania, 
Lecturer  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  in 
the  Philadelphia  Medical  Institute,  &c. 
This  work  is  fully  illustrated  with  nearly  1000  Colored 
Sled  Engravings  of  the  highest  order  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
beautiful  drawings  of  Messrs.  Bernard  and  Huette  of  Paiis 
will  contain  many  original  illustrations  of  the  operations  of 
the  Surgeons  of  this  country.    The  work  will  be  issued  in 
parts,  making,  when  complete,  one  large  octavo  volume. 
Each  Part  is  complete  in  itself,  the  Surgical  Anatomy  of 
each  region  being  described  in  connexion  with  the  opera- 
tions practised  upon  it. 

Parts  I.  and  II.  contain  the  Elementary  Operations,  together 

with  those  performed  upon  the  Head. 
'Part  III.  will  comprise  the  operations  upon  the  Neck  and 

Trunk. 

Part  IV.  will  contain  the  operations  on  the  Genito-Urinary 

Organs  of  the  Male  and  Female.  And 
Part  V.  will  include  those  practised  upon  the  Extremities. 

The  whole  forming  one  large  Octavo  Volume  of  up- 
wards of  Six  Hundred  pages. 

Price  per  Part,  Tinted  Plates,      .       .       $1  50 
"  Elegantly  colored  from  Nature,  3  00 

They  also  publish  the  following 

VALUABLE  STANDARD 

§Ef©©)£©^&  &  &  a  s  ®  Q 

DISPENSATORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

BY  DRS.  WOOD  AND  BACHE. 
New  Edition,  much  enlarged  and  carefully  revised.  One  Vol. 
royal  octavo. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

BY  GEORGE  B.  WOOD,  M.  D. 
One  of  the  Authors  of  the    Dispensatory  of  the  U.  S."  &c. 
New  edition,  improved,   2  V0I9.  8vo. 


PAN  ILLUSTRATED  SYSTEM  OF  HUMAN  ANATOMY; 

SPECIAL,  MICROSCOPIC,  PHYSIOLOGICAL 

BY  SAMUEL  GEORGE  MORTON,  M.  D. 
With  391  beautilul  illustrations.  One  volume,  royal  octavo. 

MATERIA  MED1CA 

AND  THERAPEUTICS. 

With  ample  Illustrations  of  Practice  in  all  the  Departments 
of  Medical  Science,  and  copious  Notices  of  Toxicology. 
BY  THOMAS  D.  MITCHELL,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 
Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Mediefne  in  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Medicines,  &c.  1  vol.  8vo. 

THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF 
SURGERY. 
By  Geokge  M'Clellan,  M.  D.    1  vol.  8vo. 

EBERLE'S  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 
New  Edition.    Improved  by  George  M'Clellan,  M.  D. 
Two  volumes  in  1  vol.  8vo. 

EBERLE'S  THERAPEUTICS: 

TWO  VOLUMES  IN  ONE. 

A   TREATISE  ON  THE  DISEASES  AND 
PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN. 
By  John  Eberle,  M.  D.  &c.    Fourth  Edidon.  With  Notes 
and  very  large  Additions. 
By  Thomas  D.  Mitchell,  A.M.,  M.  D.  <fec. 
1  Vol.'8vo. 

EBERLE'S  NOTES  FOR  STUDENTS. 

NEW  EDITION. 
***  These  works  are  used  as  text-books  in  most  of  the  Medica 

Schools  of  the  United  States. 

A  PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  POISONS: 

Their  Symptoms,  Antidotes,  and  Treatment 
By  O.  H.  Costill,  M.  D.  18mo. 

IDENTITIES  OF  LIGHT  AND  HEAT,  OF 
CALORIC  AND  ELECTRICITY, 

BY  C.  CAMPBELL  COOPER. 

UNITED  STATES'  PHA  EM  A  COPCEIA. 

Edition  of  1851.   Published  by  authority  of  the  National  Medical 
Convention    1  vol.  8vo. 
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TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  »  branch  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  pure  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  powdered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  and  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  medica.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  etc.  &.c.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
&c.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  ''anaryzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instances  more  than  half)  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  tbe  American  market. 

It  seems  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  tilings.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New-York  Express  newspaper,  they  say  : 

"The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im- 
posed  upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
in  question.  The  price  ia  an  infallible  test  of  tbe  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  $1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  80  cents: 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  sell  for,  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  less  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  mid  the  apothecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  cheapness,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on.  nnd  that  is,  that  it  shall  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  pure  chemicals  is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  are  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
are  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Jalap, 

Lupuline, 

Nux  Vomica, 

Pinkroot, 

Quassia, 

Rhubarb, 

Sarsaparilla,  Simplex, 
Compound, 
Para     "  Alcoholic, 
Hon.  " 
Stramonium, 

Seeds, 
English  Valerian, 
Dutch  " 


Among  them  are- 
Extract  of  Belladonna,  Extract  of 
"  Butternut, 
"  Buchu, 
"  Bloodroot, 
11  Conium, 
"  m         "  Seeds, 
"             "  German, 
"  Chamomile, 
"         Coloeynth,  Ordinary, 
Opt. 

"         Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 
"  "  Inspissated, 

"  Digitalis, 
"         Gentian,  Opt. 
"  "  Ordinary, 

"  Hyosciamus, 

It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert.  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plants,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  &us-  Sic. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  ic.  * 
all  the  active  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  we 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
j  from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  Englaud,  India,  &lc.  Slc.  ;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

Thes"e  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have,  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  various 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  where- 
ever  known.  Their  superior  efficacy  iu  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  the  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  the 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  Schieflelin,  Haines  &  Co 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New- York. 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

PURE  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  in  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pt'RF.  Meuicinfs  to  all  articles  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
in  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDEO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTEACTS 

are  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vacuum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, and  at  the  same  lime  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
ki  common  use,  and  which  are  sufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 
riority 


OUR  CHEMICAL  FACTORY 


(KNOWN   AS  Till 


BEM.EMONT  LABORATORY) 


is  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  H.  CUEEIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Antimony  Tan  rate,  Crystals, 

»  Pulv. 
Ammonia,  Aqua, 

"        Liqnor  Fort. 
Ammoninted  Alcohol, 

"  "  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitrae, 

*       '•  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
«      "  Pure 
"    Sulphas,  Pure, 
"         "  Exsiccat, 
Iodide,  Arsenic, 
"  Lead, 
"        "  Crystals, 
«  "  Iron, 

"        "  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

"  Crystals, 
"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 


Morphine,  Acetate, 

Granville's  Lotion, 

Oil  Copaiva, 

Oil  Cubebs, 

Collodion,  1  oz.  vials, 

Precipitated  Chalk, 

Prussic  Acid, 

Potassa  Nitras,  Pure, 

Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 

Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 

Sulphuret  Potassn, 

Vallet's  Ferruginous  Mass, 

Zinci  Acetas, 

Zinci  Sulphas, 

Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Laborrnque, 

Confection  Roses, 

Confection  Senna, 

Blue  Pill  Mass, 

L'ng  Mercurial. 


Many  of  these  chemicals  differ  iu  appearance  from  the  che- 
micals of  commerce,  as  well  as  in  their  valuable  properties,  and 
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bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article-; 
while  those  usually  sold  are  in  the  powdered  state,  in  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteerrfed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  in  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 
gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  the  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  trus  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  top*  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  in  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  Separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
verizing Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  in  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce.  ^ 

The  Scammouy,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  Medicines"  not  only 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  unpowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  confidence  that 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  druy  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  from  being  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and  also  in  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
sent  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  the  "  Extra 
Medicines"  of 

Philip  Schieffelin,  Ilaines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

In  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  we 
have  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  on 
our  own  premises. 


EXTRA  POWDERS. 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P. 
Pulfk  ^African  Pepper,  % 

11  Allspice, 

"  Aloes,  Cape, 

"  "  Socot, 

"  Assafcetida, 

"  Antimony,  Ref.  Blk.  Sulph. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

*•  Aniseeds, 

"  Bayberry  Bark, 

"  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root, 

"  Bitter  Root, 

"  Black  Root, 

"  Borax, 

"  Buchu, 

"  Caraway  Seeds, 

11  Cantharides, 

•'  Canella  Alba, 

"  Cardamon,  (Seeds  only,) 

"  Cranesbill, 

"  Cloves, 

"  Cinnamon,  ordinary, 

"  "  Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  Columbo, 

"  Colchicum  Roo 

"  "  Seed, 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs, 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 

"  "     1  oz.  vials, 

"  Ext.  Colocynth,  C'd. 

"  "    Licorice,  Calab. 

"  Fcenugrek  Seed, 

"  Gentian  Root, 

"  Ginger,  Jamaica, 

"  Golden  Seal, 

"  Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 

"  Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 

"  Gamboge,  , 

"  Mastich, 

"  Myrrh, 

"  Tragacanth, 

"  Hellebore,  white, 


Pnlv.  Hyosciamus, 

"  Ipecac,  without  the  woody 
centre, 

"  Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover's 
Powders,) 

"  Kino,  True, 

"  Lobelia, 
"        "  Seeds, 

"  Mandrake, 

11  Marsh  Rosemary, 

"  Mace, 

"  Mezereon, 

"  Nux  Vomica, 

"  Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 

"  Nutmegs, 

"  Nvrtgalis, 

"  Opium,  Turkey, 

"  Orange  Peel, 

"  Orris  Root, 

"  Pepper,  Cayenne,  Amer. 
"        "  Black, 

'•  Peruvian  Bark,  Loxa, 
"  "  Red, 

"  "  Calisaya, 

"  Prickly  Ash  Bark, 

"  Pink  Root, 

"  Pleurisy  Root, 

• "  Rhubarb,  Turkey, 
"  "       East  Indih, 

"  Rhatany  Root, 

"  Sarsaparilla,  Para, 

"  Summer  Savory, 

"  Sweet  Marjoram, 

"  Sabina, 

"  Senna,  Alex. 

"  Seneka  Root, 

"  Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 


l-gm, 


"    Snakeroot,  Virginit 

"  s  Squills, 

"   Sulphate  Copper, 

"        "  Potass, 
"  UvaUrsi, 
"   Valerian,  English, 
&c.  &c. 


.  oz.  vials. 


Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  put  up  in  V4  and  Vi  pound  bottles,  at  10  cents  per  pound 


As  many  of  the  Gums,  &c.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  i 
Aloes,  Assafcetida,  &c.  &c.  they  are  very  liable  to  run  together  and  become 
solid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  Ivith  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  &c.  &c.  Some  roots  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  Sec.  &c.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powdeis  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  solid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  replace  them  with  others  that  are 
freshly  powdered. 

[J^*  The  great  and  Increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  ua  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
pure   "'hen  ordered  in  bulk. 

The  value  of  this  oil,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseases,  is  no  longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wiah 
to  be  understood  as  ottering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medicine, 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— In  addition  to  the  Extra  Medicines,  we  also  keep  a 
large  and  well-assorted  stock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  other  Liquids  we  obtain  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  every  known  test  for  impurities ;  and  we  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
fj  Drugs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  such  that  we  can  offer  inducements 
to  dealers,  which  must  influence  all  who  not  only  like  to  have  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  have  goods  that  are  what  they  pur- 
port to  berand  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES  &  CO. 
Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists,  New-York. 
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KIERSTED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT. 

The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  ve  nders  of  Medicine, 
throughout  the  United  'States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
Invaluable  article, 

PREPARED   FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  tisc  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  o 

AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OB  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR  J  , 
[FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER, 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,    BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 
&c.  &c. 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 
or  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  os  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE ;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
1 1  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  ALL  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  ULCERS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir. 
culation,  will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
»ddres«. 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  529  Broadway, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New-York.) 

\*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 
JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Courl-st.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  N.  J. 
R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristoum,  N.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Stamford,  Ct.  and 
S.  SAWYER,  194  Lakes'.  Chicago.  111. 


A.  B.  80    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM- STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW-YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Pricee 
a  large  ami  well-selected  assortment  of  Kan  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRL'tiS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  StufTs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware.  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 
Roots, 

611BI1E  €OMIYER  OIL, 

ogetherwith  every  Article  comprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

nixm  of  mm 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drug 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  bad  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

Torclieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  trc  ire. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera- 
ion  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headnch, 

Nor  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  neutral  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric-,  Black  Drop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  other  Opiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  state  of 
combination  too.  produce  all  the  characteristic  effects  of  so  triumphant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  its  other  valuable  principles  are  excluded. 

2.  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  morechararterislic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  And  as  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeteriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine  ;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latter  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  be 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  arc  administered, 
with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  all  their  salutary  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  I  he  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
willi  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &.  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7,  1840. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  1  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resistrd 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  ed  to  act  like  a  charm  in  alluyina  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  mote 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  no  substitute  for  it  ill  all  those  coses  in  which  it  is  desirublc  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  cither  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  to  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
state  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  bu'uis 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  with  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes ;  but  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  I  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  fulling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeling 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti  emetic  it  is  invaln- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  oilier 
articles  in  use  for  particular  conditions.      Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.D. 

ET  NOTICE.— A.  B.&D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun-, 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  I  -  II.  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during  that 
period,  rcspectfuily  inform  dealers  and  consumers  that  no  Elixir  of  Opium 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper,  nud  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto- 
Care,  to  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Wholesale  Druggists,  141  William-street,  corner  of 
Pulton.  New-York.   Sold  alee  by  Druggists  generally. 
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Manufacture  of  Doctors. 

In  this  number  we  give  place  to  an  editorial  from 
the  Northern  Lancet,  on  the  railroad  speed  with  which 
certain  colleges,  it  is  alleged,  contrive  to  carry  on  the 
trade  of  teaching  by  steam,  the  students  being  expected 
to  acquire  knowledge  by  absorption.  The  precise  source 
of  complaint  is  but  another  fruit  of  the  system  which 
prevails  at  Buffalo  and  elsewhere,  of  employing  itine- 
rant professors,  or  peripatetic  lecturers,  who  teach  one 
department  or  another  in  different  and  distant  schools. 
They  are  hence  obliged  to  hurry  through  what  they 
call  a  full  course  of  lectures,  in  from  six  to  eight  weeks, 
and  then  hasten  off  to  some  other  railroad  station,  where 
the  class  of  some  other  college  is  waiting  to  be  crammed 
with  knowledge,  at  an  equal  ratio  of  speed.  Hence  it 
is  becoming  fashionable  for  these  Aristotelian  philoso- 
phers to  fill  from  two  to  half  a  dozen  professorships  in 
as  many  colleges,  so  called ;  flying  from  one  to  the 


other,  often  hundreds  of  miles  apart,  as  fast  as  steam 
and  locomotives  can  carry  them.  All  this  is  to  cheapen 
medical  education. 

This  rotten  borough  system  seems  to  have  been  of 
Yankee  origin,  and  was  introduced  by  our  venerable 
friend,  Ex-Lieut.  Gov.  Childs,  of  Massachusetts,  who 
has  the  faculty  of  lecturing  on  each  of  the  departments 
ad  libitum,  and  can  "shoot  flying"  as  well  as  when  at 
rest,  and  hence  could  literally  teach  "general  princi- 
ples" in  a  six  weeks  course.  He  is  said  to  have  held 
out  for  many  years  in  sustaining  his  multiple-professor- 
ships, but  his  imitators  and  successors  seem  to  be  less 
successful.  It  has  been  suggested,  however,  that  if  an 
itinerating  college  were  organized  on  board  of  one  of 
our  giant  steamers,  or  huge  cars,  attached  to  a  mighty 
locomotive,  doctors  might  be  turned  out  from  the  raw 
material,  during  a  trip  to  California,  or  a  journey  upon 
one  of  our  long  railroads,  thus  teaching  by  land  and 
water,  and,  in  both  instances,  by  steam.  Moreover,  the 
present  race  of  itinerating  professors,  might  retain  their 
numerous  chairs,  and  by  abbreviating  their  courses  a 
little  more  in  each,  they  might  lecture  on  shipboard  in 
the  spring,  and  in  the  fall  take  a  chair  ashore,  in  these 
itinerating  colleges.  This  would  expedite  the  process, 
and  render  the  supply  of  doctors  by  and  by  equivalent 
to  the  demand.  In  the  dearth  of  timber  to  make  pro- 
fessors out  of,  which  is  the  true  reason  of  "  buckling  so 
many  honors  on  the  backs "  of  these  industrious  peri- 
patetics, they  must  "needs  wear  them." 

The  article  from  our  contemporary,  however,  is 
aimed  at  the  Buffalo  College,  and  we  insert  it,  together 
with  the  following  letter  from  a  medical  correspondent 
of  that  city,  who  wishes  to  be  heard  in  reply.  To 
render  this  latter  intelligible  to  our  readers,  we  publish 
the  editorial  complained  of,  so  that  both  sides  may  be 
heard.  Our  own  observations  prefixed  are  intended  to 
be  of  a  general  character. 

Letter  from  Buffalo. 

My  dear  Doctor, — You  will  have  noticed  quite  a 
savage  attack  in  the  "Northern  Lancet"  on  the  Buffalo 
School,  arising,  I  suppose,  from  some  private  pique. 

Now,  the  article  does  the  School  great  injustice. 
The  facts  are  these: — Dr.  Palmer  lectures  8  weeks,  11 
lectures  per  week,  making  88  lectures,  on  Anatomy ; 
Prof.  Dalton  lectures  on  Physiology  from  the  1st  Oct. 
to  the  25th  Feb.  and  demonstrates  to  the  class,  in  sec- 
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tions,  all  the  tissues,  blood  globules,  circulation  of  the 
blood,  etc.  with  his  powerful  microscopes,  in  short,  giv- 
ing a  complete  course  of  Microscopic  Anatomy ;  Dr. 
Lord  gives  a  course  on  Anatomy  also,  during  the  pre- 
liminary term,  and  all  the  students  are  required  to  take 
the  Dissecting  Ticket.  We  have  never  lacked  an  abun- 
dance of  anatomical  material.  Our  city  Schools  have 
5  lectures  per  week  on  Anatomy  for  14  weeks,  (none 
from  Christmas  to  New-Years,  nor  the  last  week.) 

We  have  a  hospital  of  over  100  beds,  generally 
full,  where  Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery  are  syste- 
matically and  efficiently  taught  by  Professors  Flint  and 
Hamilton,  and  where  most  students  attend,  at  $5,  Hos- 
pital Ticket.  I  know  no  better  hospital  advantages 
anywhere.  Dr.  Lee  gives  the  same  number  of  lectures 
as  Dr.  Palmer. 

You  can  judge  whether  the  attack  is  deserved.  I 
write  to  put  you  in  possession  of  the  facts.  The  truth 
is,  our  Faculty  have  heretofore  been  blamed  for  demon- 
strating and  teaching  too  much.  They  have  tried,  this 
year,  to  hit  about  the  medium,  but  it  seems  they  cannot 
satisfy  all.  Perhaps  there  is  no  use  trying.  I,  how- 
ever, believe  the  teaching  here  is  as  complete  as  in  any 
school.  Fair  Play. 

Feb.  18th,  1852. 


Communications. 


For  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, — In  your  last  paper,  you  make  a  just  reference 
to  the  introduction  of  "Demonstrative  Midwifery  "  into 
the  clinique  of  the  University  school ;  and  this,  after  the 
well  merited  condemnation  of  such  "  indecent  expo- 
sures "  by  the  American  Medical  Association  at  its  late 
session,  must  be  regarded  as  a  wanton  contempt  toward 
the  profession. 

But  my  object  in  writing  this  note  is  to  protest 
against  this  innovation  upon  medical  teaching  being 
foisted  upon  the  public  as  of  Parisian  origin.  The  exhi- 
bition of  cases  of  Procidentia  Uteri  to  the  gaze  of  2  or 
300  students,  upon  the  operating  table  of  a  public 
lecture  room  or  clinique,  has  never  been  made,  nor 
would  it  be  tolerated  in  any  one  of  the  French  Medical 
Schools.  Such  demonstrations  even  in  Paris  are  only 
made  in  the  hospitals,  and  tickets  are  issued  limiting  the 
numbers  admitted. 

But  even  if  it  were  true,  that  such  utter  disregard 
to  propriety  and  delicacy  could  be  found  in  France,  the 
universal  voice  of  the  profession,  and  the  medical  press 
in  this  country,  as  called  forth  by  a  recent  experiment 
at  Buffalo,  should  have  admonished  every  school  that 
so  offensive,  and  unnecessary  exposures  as  those  named 
would  not  escape  the  censure  of  that  portion  of  the 
medical  press,  which  retains  any  regard  to  the  morale 
of  the  profession,  or  the  promulgated  judgment  of  the 
National  Association. 

To  the  Colleges  and  Schools,  we  have  heretofore 
looked  for  such  instruction  and  training  in  the  Obstetric 


department,  as  should  prepare  the  young  men  to  enter 
upon  their  duties  in  practice,  with  a  degree  of  respect 
and  reverence  for  their  female  patients,  of  however 
humble  station,  which  should  protect  them  from  any 
humiliating  or  indelicate  exposure  of  their  persons,  even 
when  the  ordinary  manual  or  instrumental  operations 
are  demanded.  Who  among  the  physicians  educated 
in  the  days  of  James,  Dewees,  Francis,  or  Delafield  can 
have  forgotten  with  how  much  pains  we  were  taught 
how  to  catheterize,  and  manipulate  whenever  necessary 
by  the  touch  alone  ;  and  how  much  importance  was 
justly  attached  to  the  avoidance  of  any  exposure  to  the 
eye,  except  when  absolutely  indispensable  in  some  rare 
emergency,  even  in  the  difficult  proceedings  incident  to 
actual  Obstetrics?  These  lessons  were  enforced  a3 
professional  duty,  apart  from  the  dictates  of  policy,  for 
the  success  of  practitioners  in  this  department,  among 
noble  and  right-minded  women,  has  ever  been  owing  to 
the  high  appreciation  such  women  entertain  of  the 
tender  and  scrupulous  delicacy  observed  by  their  medi- 
cal attendant  in  the  lying  in  chamber,  and  to  whom 
their  gratitude  becomes  often  a  perennial  spring  coeval 
with  life. 

It  is  for  lack  of  such  teachers,  and  such  practitioners 
that  the  popular  outcry  is  now  so  extensffely  for 
Female  Doctors,  and  schools  are  multiplying  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  transferring  obstetrical  practice  to 
the  other  sex.  Senex. 


New  Journal. 

We  are  in  the  receipt  of  the  first  number  of  a  new 
Journal  in  the  German  language,  which  for  reasons 
heretofore  given,  we  commend  to  the  savans  of  the 
N.  Y.  Pathological  Society,  who  sadly  need  to  acquaint 
themselves  with  its  contents.  We  had  to  revive  our 
own  Dutch,  before  we  could  translate  the  title  page.  It 
is  entitled  New-Yorker  Medicinische  Monatsschrift, 
dec.  and  is  to  be  conducted  by  Drs.  Herzka,  Kiacko- 
wiser  and  Roth,  who  are  learned  and  able  men,  who 
will  be  respected  and  patronized  by  our  numerous  Ger- 
man physicians. 


A  treatise  on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Diseases  of 
the  Human  Ear.  By  James  Bryan,  M.  D;  Professor,  &c. 
Philadelphia,  1852. 

A  near/volume,  on  this  intricate  and  difficult  subject,  has 
long  been  a  desideratum,  for  there  is  no  class  of  diseases  so 
imperfectly  understood  by  the  profession  at  large,  or  so  un- 
successfully and  mischievously  treated,  as  are  those  of  the 
human  ear.  The  most  disastrous  results  have  followed  the 
use  of  the  variety  of  quack  nostrums,  vafmted  indiscriminately 
as  cures  for  deafness,  while  the  professed  Aurists  who  are 
itinerating  through  the  country,  and  heralding  themselves  in 
this  speciality  are  for  the  most  part  arrant  mountebanks  and 
unscrupulous  knave.  Dr.  Bryan  will  receive  the  thanks  of 
many  physicians,  and  deserve  those  of  their  patients,  wherever 
his  book  is  read,  and  his  practical  discriminations  are  regarded. 
We  take  pleasure  in  recommending  it  to  our  readers,  as  a 
concise  and  useful  manual  on  the  subject. 
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Typhus  Fever. 

The  prevalence  and  mortality  of  Typhus  or  Ship 
Fever  in  our  hospitals  of  late,  and  the  recent  outbreak 
of  this  form  of  disease  in  the  city,  are  beginning  to  awaken 
public  attention,  and  call  forth  the  notice  of  the  public 
press.  The  Commissioners  of  Emigration  have  been 
censured  for  crowding  such  multitudes  of  men,  women, 
and  children  into  their  temporary  lodging  houses,  and 
especially  for  locating  these  in  low  and  filthy  parts  of 
our  city,  amid  a  dense  population.  While  the  Health 
Officer  has  been  complained  of  for  allowing  so  many 
emigrants  to  enter  the  city,  bringing  with  them  from 
on  ship-board,  the  predisposition  to  Typhus,  which  is 
soon  developed  in  our  midst. 

The  whole  subject  is  encompassed  with  difficulties 
which  ought  to  be  weighed  by  those  who  obtrude  their 
comments,  or  bestow  their  censures.  We  are  not 
among  those  who  dread  the  importation  of  this  fever, 
from  the  apprehension  that  it  is  propagated  by  con- 
tagion from  the  sick  to  the  well,  in  a  pure  atmosphere, 
as  the  Small  Pox  is.  But  it  is  precisely  for  the  reason 
that  a  pure  atmosphere,  with  ample  ventilation,  cannot 
be  provided  for  the  throngs  of  emigrants  daily  landed 
on  our  shores,  either  in  the  existing  hospitals,  or  in  any 
buildings  which  the  Commissioners  can  procure  for  the 
purpose,  within  the  densely  peopled  portions  of  our 
city,  that  Typhus  Fever  is  developed  in  the  predisposed 
soon  after  landing,  and  also  spreads  among  the  healthy, 
who  are  compelled  to  breathe  the  same  air,  and  thus 
expose  themselves  to  the  infection."  The  numerous 
deaths  among  physicians,  policemen,  and  others  who  are 
brought  into  contact  with  the  sick,  and  which  bear  but 
a  small  proportion  to  the  whole  number  suffering  from 
fever  thus  contracted,  since  very  many  of  these  recover, 
all  demonstrate  that,  theory  apart,  the  disease  is  com- 
municable not  only  in  the  houses  and  rooms  occupied 
by  the  emigrants  as  lodging  places,  but  that  the  atmos- 
phere of-  the' neighborhoods  where  they  are  located 
partakes  of  the  infection  and  multiplies  its  victims. 
And  hence  the  safety  of  the  public  health  demands  that 
other  and  better  accommodations  should  be  provided, 
and  if  possible  at  points  remote  from  our  dense  popu- 
lation, for  the  crowds  of  emigrants  who  are  temporarily 
thrown  upon  the  Commissioners.  For  the  sick,  there 
should  be  Fever  Hospitals,  out  of  the  city  proper,  and 
yet  nearer  than  Ward's  Island,  to  which  they  should  be  , 
removed  early  in  the  disease,  and  thus  separated  from 
the  well.  This  would  serve  not  only  to  protect  the 
healthy,  but  afford  the  sick  a  probability  of  recovery, 
such  as  humanity  demands,  but  which  is  denied  them 
if  left  in  the  crowded,  filthy,  and  ill-ventilated  apart-  , 
ments  in  which  they  too  often  sicken  and  die,  while 
perilling  the  lives  of  all  who  minister  to  their  wants,  or 
reside  in  their  vicinity. 

The  sad  mortality  which  daily  greets  our  ears 
should  certainly  prompt  to  wise  and  energetic  measures 
in  behalf  of  the  sufferers,  and  for  the  protection  of  the 
health  of  the  city,  which  is  fearfully  endangered  as 
matters  are  now  conducted.    It  is  easier  to  see  and 


deplore  the  evil,  than  to  indicate  a  feasible  and  adequate 
remedy.  The  subject  will  be  pursued  in  another 
article. 


University  of  New- York. 

In  our  last  number,  we  acquainted  our  readers  with 
the  changes  projected  in  the  Medical  Faculty  of  this 
school.  As  they  were  not  then  consummated  much 
less  promulgated,  we  distinctly  ascribed  the  details 
named,  to  "  gossip  among  medical  circles,"  to  "  rumors 
now  afloat,"  and  we  were  careful  to  add  to  certain 
items,  "all  this  on  the  authority  of  rumor." 

Our  object  was  to  keep  our  distant  readers  informed 
of  the  medical  news,  in  anticipation  of  those  distant 
journals,  to  which  similar  movements  in  this  school  have 
been  heretofore  sent,  before  the  medical  press  of  our 
own  city  were  placed  in  possession  of  the  facts ;  whence 
they  have  been  transferred  to  our  secular  papers,  when 
we  have  been  expected  to  copy  them.  Hence  we  chose 
to  be  the  first  to  herald  the  return  of  Dr.  Mott  to  the 
school,  which  he  had  done  so  much  to  found  and  sus- 
tain in  former  years  ;  and  to  hail  his  recall  as  an  omen  of 
its  resuscitation,  and  this  so  soon  as  we  had  ascertained 
that  the  "floating  rumors,"  had  foundation. 

Since  then  we  find  it  proclaimed  "  by  authority," 
in  the  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  that  two  of 
the  items  named  by  us,  as  accompanying  "  rumors," 
are  "  incorrect,"  viz. :  that  the  chair  of  Surgery  is  not 
divided, — and  that  Dr.  Goddard  was  not  sought  for  the 
chair  of  anatomy,  before  it  was  given  to  Dr..  Van 
Buren. 

In  vindication  of  the  entire  accuracy  of  our  article 
it  might  suffice  to  repeat  as  we  did  four  several  times, 
that  such  were  the  "rumors"  in  the  city,  since  this 
fact  can  neither  be  denied  nor  gainsayed,  having  reach- 
ed us  from  several  sources,  both  professional  and  pro- 
fessorial. But  in  reference  to  the  accuracy  of  our 
statement  that  the  department  of  Surgery  was  divided, 
we  submit  the  facts  by  their  own  showing  as  proof  that 
we  were  correct.  Dr.  Post  holds  his  chair,  entitled  the 
principles  and  practice  of  Surgery  ;  and  Dr.  Mott  is 
"Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery,  and  Surgical  Ana- 
tomy." .  We  intended,  and  were  so  understood,  only  to 
imply,  that  there  were  to  be  henceforth  two  professors 
of  Surgery  in  the  school,  with  a  division  of  the  fees, 
which  was  the  all  important  division  of  the  department, 
to  which  we  referred.  And  on  inquiry  we  learn  that 
such  is  the  fact,  for  there  are  now  seven  chairs,  two  of 
them  in  the  Surgical  department,  and  the  fees  are  to  be 
equally  divided  all  round.  We  maintain  therefore  that 
we  have  fully  made  out  the  case,  and  our  article  in  this 
respect  was  strictly  accurate.  And  we  again  congratu- 
late Dr.  Mott  on  the  material  improvement  in  his  Emeri- 
tus Professorship,  contrasted  with  the  unproductive  one 
he  has  lately  held  in  the  other  college. 

Our  reference  to  Dr.  Post  has  been  strangely  per- 
verted if  any  thing  in  our  article  was  understood  to 
imply  that  his  relations  to  the  college  were  affected  by 
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the  change.  Our  estimate  of  his  worth,  has  been  here- 
tofore expressed  in  terms,  nor  should  we  have  been 
silent  had  his  position  been  deteriorated,  in  any  new 
arrangements  entertained  "by  his  colleagues. 

Our  allusion  to  Dr.  Goddard  as  stated,  was  on  the 
authority  of  rumor,  circulating  here  and  elsewhere  ever 
since  the  vacancy  occurred  ;  and  our  object  was  merely 
to  point  to  the  error  in  the  policy  of  this  New-York 
school,  in  seeking  professors  from  abroad.  During  their 
short  history  no  less  than  six  gentlemen  have  been 
called  to  chairs  in  that  school  from  a  distance,  overlook- 
ing as  we  allege  the  just  pretensions  of  gentlemen  here. 
In  our  former  article  we  expressed  our  views  strongly 
on  this  subject,  and  trust  that  the  day  of  such  folly  is 
passed  away.  But  we  reaffirm  that  current  and  preva- 
lent rumors,  circulating  too  in  immediate  connection  with 
the  school,  had  led  the  friends  of  Dr.  G.  to  expect  his 
appointment,  and  the  only  objection  expressed  by  any 
body  was,  to  another  professor  being  brought  here  from 
Philadelphia,  over  the  heads  of  others  equally  worthy 
and  capable  here.  The  appointment  of  Dr.  Van  Buren 
however,  has  settled  that  question,  and  with  the  return 
of  Dr.  Mott,  the  University  school  has  now  nothing  to 
do,  but  go  on  and  prosper.  We  sincerely  wish  that  it 
may  exceed  its  former  self,  and  have  henceforth  a  career 
of  augmented  success. 


College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

We  hear  with  much  pleasure,  that  this  venerable 
institution  has  created  a  new  professorship  of  Dental 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  which  we  understand  is  to  be 
filled  by  Dr.  Teenor  of  this  city,  a  gentleman  of  high 
professional  reputation,  and  accomplished  scholarship. 
His  late  article  in  the  N.  Y.  Journal  on  the  education 
of  Dentists,  does  him  infinite  credit,  by  the  just  and 
discriminating  views  he  advocates,  and  the  evidence  it 
affords  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  what  is  needed  in 
his  department  of  the  profession.  This  appointment 
will  confer  honor  and  advantage  upon  the  college,  nor 
can  it  fail  to  increase  the  number  of  the  classes  here- 
after, by  adding  the  numerous  students  of  Dentistry  in 
this  region,  where  there  is  no  Dental  College. 

  i     •  . 

Patent  Spring  Lancet. 

A  new  and  useful  modification  of  that  ancient  imple- 
ment of  a  medical  pocket-case,  the  Spring  Lancet,  was 
invented  and  patented  by  the  late  Dr.  J.  H.  Johnson, 
of  St.  Louis',  Missouri.  His  widow  is  now  in  New- York, 
and  is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  patronage  of  the  pro- 
fession for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  her  maintenance. 
We  bespeak  for  this  estimable  lady  the  kindly  sympathy 
of  the  fraternity,  who  will  find  the  instrument  which 
will  be  shown  by  her  to  be  ingenious  and  meritorious. 


Preparatory  Medical  Schools 
Are'multiplying,  as  also  spring  and  summer  courses  of 
I  ectures,  so  that  students  who  are  desirous  to  excel  in 


their  qualifications  to  enter  upon  the  practice  of  their 
profession,  reputably  and  successfully,  have  ample 
opportunity  to  employ  the  entire  year  under  what  will 
be  equivalent  to  collegiate  instruction. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  preparatory  school 
of  Dr.  Ramsrty,  of  Tennessee.  Another  has  been 
founded  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  by  Drs.  Cain,  Por- 
cher,  Miles,  and  Flagg,  who  have  ample  clinical  oppor- 
tunities for  students,  and  provide  for  examinations 
throughout  the  year. 

Spring  courses  of  lectures  are  projected  by  a  num- 
ber of  the  colleges,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  viz. . 
New-York,  Philadelphia,  Lexington,  Ky.,  Geneva, 
Castleton,  &c.  See  the  announcement  in  our  columns 
of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine,  &c.  An  ex- 
tended course  is  also  projected  in  the  N.  Y.  Hospital, 
as  well  as  in  the  N.  Y.  University,  in  14th-street. 


Physicians  to  Insurance  Offices. 

The  N.  H.  Journal  of  Medicine  reports  the  following 
list  of  questions,  to  which  satisfactory  answers  should 
be  given,  by  the  medical  officers  of  Insurance  Com- 
panies : 

1.  What  is  the  height,  figure,  weight,  temperament, 
general  appearance,  and  habits  of  life  of  the  applicant  ? 

2.  Whether  any  residence  in  the  Southern,  Western, 
or  Foreign  climates,  and  if  so,  what  effect  was  produced 
on  the  constitution  and  health  ? 

3.  Whether  any  affection  or  disease  of  the  head, 
externally  or  internally,  or  predisposition  thereto? 

4.  Whether  Paralysis,  Tremors,  Cramp,  or  Catch- 
ings  in  any  part  of  the  system,  or  nervous  affections  of 
any  kind  1 

5.  What  is  the  Stethoscopic  character  of  respira- 
tion ?  Is  it'  full,  easy,  gentle  and  regular,  or  is  it  other- 
wise 1  Is  the  respiratory  murmur  full  and  healthy,  and 
to  be  heard  over  both  lungs,  or  otherwise  ? 

6.  Rate  and  other  qualities  of  the  pulse  ?  Ratio 
between  respiration  and  pulsation  1  Does  percussion  or 
ausculation  indicate  disease  fn  any  part  of  the  viscera  of 
the  chest. 

7.  Whether  cough,  occasional  or  habitual  1  or  ex- 
pectoration 1  or  occasional  or  uniform  difficulty  in 
breathing  1  or  palpitation  1 

8.  What  is  the  Stethescopic  character  of  the  heart's 
action  ?  Is  it  uniform,  free  and  unobstructed,  or  is  it 
irregular,  violent,  and  the  rhythm  unsteady  ? 

9.  Does  auscultation  indicate  enlargement,  ossifica- 
tion, or  disease  of  the  heart,  or  of  its  valves,  of  any 
kind? 

10.  Whether  abdominal  disease,  externally  or  in- 
ternally ?  Whether  any  of  the  abdominal  viscera  are 
diseased,  or  have  been  ? 

11.  Whether  the  Party  has  ever  suffered  from  me- 
chanical injury,  or  disease  of  any  kind  ? 

12.  Whether  the  Party's  parents  are  living,  and  if 
not,  of  what  disease  did  they  die,  and  at  what  age  ? 
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13.  Whether  any  hereditary  diseases  in  the  family, 
and  if  so,  what  are  they  ? 

The  same  Journal  intimates  that  still  other  inquiries 
as  to  the  existence  of  latent  diseases  are  important  in 
order  to  render  the  risk  of  a  life  insurance  safe.  There 
is  very  great  laxity  in  this  department. 


Incubation  and  Contagion  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

A  paper  on  thi*  subject,  by  Dr.  A.  Clark,  is  pub- 
lished in  the  last  number  of  the  Medical  Times,  which 
is  entitled  "  facts  "  by  a  misnomer ;  for  in  the  language 
of  one  of  the  highest  medical  authorities,  "  ninety-nine 
in  a  hundred  of  medical  facts,  are  false  facts ;"  and 
especially  when  furnished  by  mere  theorists  who  do  not 
feel  a  pulse  in  a  month,  or  see  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  per 
annum. 

There  is  not  a  single  shadow  of  proof  in  this  paper, 
at  all  proving  the  contagiousness  of  scarlet  fever  ;  for 
if  such  "  facts  "  are  worth  any  thing  they  might  be 
cited  every  where,  to  establish  the  contagiousness  of 
intermittent  fever,  or  any  other  atmospheric  epidemic  ; 
as  every  reader  will  perceive  who  can  have  the  patience 
to  read  over  the  ridiculous  particularity  of  detail  to 
which  Dr.  Clark  descends  to  make  out  a  case,  and 
plumes  himself  on  having  found  a  mare's  nest.  The 
Medical  and  Surgical  Society  before  whom  it  was  read, 
must  be  thankful  for  small  favors,  or  their  archives 
must  be  poor  indeed  to  allow  this  paper  to  appear. 

By  way  of  contrast,  we  insert  the  following  extract 
from  Dr.  Little's  late  essay,  read  before  the  College  of 
Physicians  at  Philadelphia,  and  published  in  their  trans- 
actions ;  and  this  in  lieu  of  much  that  we  intended  to 
say,  but  must  delay  for  the  present. 

"  The  opinions  most  generally  entertained  respecting 
scarlet  fever  are,  that  it  arises  either  from  a  specific 
contagion,  or  the  introduction  into  the  system  of  other 
poisonous  or  morbific  matter ;  the  cause  in  both  cases 
operating  by  depraving  the  blood,  and  producing, 
together  with  the  eruption,  the  various  local  inflamma- 
tions and  congestions  which  are  so  frequently  met  with 
in  its  progress.  The  first  hypothesis,  however,  fails  to 
account  not  only  for  the  epidemic  prevalence  of  the  dis- 
ease, but  also  for  the  occurrence  of  sporadic  cases, 
where  there  has  been  no  exposure  to  any  contagious 
influence  ;  so  that  even  if  it  were  admitted  that  in  some 
of  its  severer  grades  it  might  be  propagated  by  con- 
tagion—of which  doubts  have  been  entertained  by  many 
judicious  practitioners— we  should  still  be  removed  as 
far  as  ever  from  any  rational  explanation  of  its  original 
production.  The  cause  operating  in  the  individual  first 
affected,  and  in  all  others  between  whom  and  such  indi- 
vidual no  communication,  direct  or  indirect,  can  be 
traced,  must  evidently  be  something  different  from  con- 
tagion. With  regard  to  the  alternative  supposition — 
the  introduction  into  the  system  of  some  poisonous  or 
morbific  matter  other  than  contagion — it  may  be  observ- 
ed, in  the  first  place,  that  we  have  no  proof  of  its  exis- 
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tence;  secondly,  that  it  involves  the  supposition  of  a 
distinct  miasm  for  every  exanthem ;  and,  thirdly,  that 
the  phenomena  of  the  disease  can  be  more  satisfactorily 
explained  without  resorting  to  such  hypothesis,  and  it 
is  unphilosophical  to  multiply  agencies  for  the  causation 
of  the  same  result." 


e  U)  publications. 


Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia. 
Lippiucott,  Grambo  &  Co.  1852. 

The  quarterly  summary  ju6t  published,  will  be  found  to  pos- 
sess very  great  interest  to  medical  readers,  and  we  shall  have  oc- 
casion to  refer  to  its  contents  hereafter. 

From  an  able  biographical  notice  it  contains  of  the  late  emi- 
nent Dr.  Hartshorne,  we  extract  the  following  discriminating 
statement,  which  we  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  tribe  of  semi- 
homoeopaths  of  the  profession.  It  is  a  type  of  that  class  of  physi- 
cians, whose  success  like  that  of  Dr.  Hartshorne,  is  the  source  of 
their  reputation.  No  man  can  safely  be  entrusted  with  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  disease,  who  does  not  employ  bloodletting,  or  who 
does  not  know  how,  and  when  and  why,  this  remedial  agency  is 
necessary  and  useful. 

"  He  was  a  decided  and  stroug  advocate  for  the  use  of  the 
lancet ;  not  resorting  to  it,  however,  empirically,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  existing  state  of  the  constitution,  and  of  the  various 
organs  of  the  body,  but  always  with  precise  views  in  its  applica- 
tion, and  having  a  distinct  and  satisfactory  reason  for  its  use.  He 
was  aware  of  there  being  an  impression  abroad  that  he  had,  from 
habit,  carried  the  use  of  this  powerful  remedial  agent  too  far  :  but, 
after  renewed  consideration  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  his 
convictions  of  the  correctness  of  the  course  he  had  pursued  were 
continued :  and  in  a  conversation  held  with  the  writer,  a  short 
time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  his  last  illness,  he  remarked 
that,  upon  a  careful  review  of  his  extensive  practice,  he  could  re- 
call no  single  case  that  caused  him  any  regret  for  having  bled  in 
it  too  freely,  but  there  were  many  in  which  he  feared  he  had 
erred  either  by  not  bleediug  iu  them  at  all,  or  having  deferred  it 
until  it  was  too  late." 

Outlinks  of  the  Arteries.  By  John  Neill,  M.  D.  Philadel- 
phia, Barrington  &.  Haswell,  1852. 

The  second  edition  of  this  work,  so  useful  to  students  in  their 
pursuits  of  practical  anatomy  has  just  appeared,  and  is  now  ren- 
dered still  more  worthy  of  patronage,  by  the  improved  plates,  and 
excellent  descriptions  iu  the  text.  Dr.  Neill  has  by  his  ardor  and 
industry  contributed  largely  to  the  advancement  of  medical  edu- 
cation. 

Me.vdenhall's  Student's  Vadb  Mecum.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay 
and  Blackiston,  Philadelphia,  1852. 

The  issue  of  the  third  edition  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  popu- 
larity of  this  compendium,  which  treats  briefly  on  all  the  topics 
conuected  directly  with  medical  scieuce.  The  compilation  has 
been  judiciously  made,  and  is  here  much  improved  by  recent  addi- 
tions, and  abounds  with  engravings.  Such  books  are  better  adapt- 
ed for  reference  by  advanced  students  than  as  elementary  works 
for  beginners. 

Review  of  Materia  Medica  for  the  Use  of  Students.  By 
John  B.  Biddle,  lf<  D.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay  and  Blackis- 
ton, 1852. 

The  plan  of  this  elementary  work  is  good,  and  has  been  well 
executed  throughout.  It  furnishes  precisely  that  kind  of  know- 
ledge on  which  the  greatest  degree  of  deficiency  exists  among  stu- 
dents and  young  physicians,  to  whom  this  book  affords  very 
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desirable  facilities.     The  information  upon  indigenous  plants,  &c. 
cannot  fail  to  be  useful.    We  warmly  commend  this  publication. 
Bhaitiiwaite's  Retrospect.    Part  XXIV.   New- York,  Stringer 
and  Towusend.    January,  1852. 

This  valuable  compend  of  practical  Medicine  and  Surgery  is 
a  half-yearly  journal  which  has,  by  its  intrinsic  merits,  won  its 
way  to  a  wide  popularity,  and  is  sought  for  everywhere  with  avi- 
dity in  view  of  its  well  chosen  selections  from  every  accessible 
source,  and  the  ability  with  which  it  is  conducted.  The  present 
number  is  behind  no  former  one,  and  supplies  a  general  index 
which  will  be  most  useful.  We  bespeak  for  the  work  the  patron- 
age it  deserves. 

London  Lancet.   Republished  monthly  by  Stringer  and  Town- 
send,  New-York. 

The  last  number  of  this  highly  prized  periodical,  introduces, 
a  new  feature,  being  original  papers  superadded  to  each  number, 
and  treating  on  important  professional  topics.  The  specimen  fur- 
nished is  the  Lumbeian  Lectures,  for  J851,  on  the  reciprocal 
agencies  of  mind  and  matter,  by  Dr.  Badeley,  and  which  will  be 
worth  the  whole  price  of  subscription. 

Monograph  on  Physical  Diagnosis. 

BY  A  STUDENT. 
(Continued  from  page  19,  vol.  3.) 

PHYSICAL  EXPLORATION  OF  THE  HEART. 

The  same  importance  attaches  to  acquiring  famili- 
arity with  the  healthy  sounds  of  the  heart,  as  with 
those  of  the  lungs,  in  order  to  estimate  accurately  the 
physical  signs  in  a  morbid  condition  of  the  organ. 

In  a  healthy  individual  the  heart  is  directly  behind 
the  extremity  of  the  sternum,  and  inclines  a  little  to  the 
left.  The  pericardium,  though  separate,  is  yet  closely 
in  contact  with  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart,  and 
does  not  increase  its  dimensions  sensibly.  The  lungs 
are  protruded  before  the  heart,  removing  it  from  the 
cartilages  of  the  ribs,  and  the  space  of  the  pericardium, 
not  covered  by  the  lungs  is  rarely  more  than  an  inch 
square,  usually  corresponding  to  the  anterior  surface  of 
the  left  ventricle.  Occasionally  even  this  space  is  co- 
vered by  the  lungs  in  health,  and  always  in  emphysenea. 
It  is  in  this  small  space  only  that  the  heart  is  in  contact 
with  the  walk  of  the  chest,  and  it  is  here  that  it  strikes 
forcibly  against  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs. 

Percussion  at  this  point  yields  a  dull  sound  in 
health,  because  there  is  no  lung,  and  therefore  no  air 
beneath  it.  This  space  is  nearly  triangular,  not  larger 
than  a  square  inch,  begins  at  the  middle  of  the  sternum 
but  does  not  extend  to  the  left  nipple. 

It  is  here  that  the  impulsion  of  the  heart  is  dis- 
tinctly perceived  by  applying  the  hand,  the  ear,  or  the 
stethoscope,  being  more  or  less  as  the  patient  is  corpu- 
lent or  emaciated.  It  is  increased  by  mental  agitation, 
violent  exercise,  or  fever.  Rheumatism,  chlorovis,  hy- 
steria, dyspepsia,  and  hypochondriasis  are  often  accom- 
panied by  an  increase  of  the  impulsion  of  the  heart, 
often  amounting  to  palpitation. 

Two  distinct  sounds  are  perceived  by  applying  the 
ear  or  stethescope  to  this  proecordial  region ; — the  first 
is  produced  by  the  muscular  contraction  of  the  left 


ventricle,  is  loud  and  prolonged,  the  other,  which  is 
sharp  and  clacking,  is  now  generally  ascribed  to  the 
motion  of  the  valves,  although  Laennec  attributed  it  to 
the  auricles,  which  it  is  now  ascertained  produce  no 
sound.  These  sounds  are  seldom  heard  distinctly  be- 
yond the  margin  of  the  proecordial  region  in  health, 
but  in  fever  and  other  diseases  when  preternaturally 
excited,  they  may  be  heard  over  a  greater  extent  of 
surface,  without  proving  any  organic  affection  to  be 
present. 

If  the  lungs  are  indurated,  the  sound  of  the  heart 
may  be  a  greater  distance,  being  more  readily  conducted 
through  the  diseased  than  the  healthy  portion.  It  is 
important  to  remember  this,  else  organic  affections  of 
the  heart  may  else  be  suspected,  in  cases  of  indurated 
lungs. 

The  sounds  of  the  heart  are  modified  in  character 
and  tone  by  various  functional  disturbances  of  the 
heart,  when  suffering  symtomatically.  But  the  bellows 
sound,  may  be  heard  both  in  the  systole  and  diastole 
of  the  heart  in  organic  diseases  of  this  viscus,  and  is  a 
diagnosis  of  great  value.  It  resembles  the  noise  made 
by  forcing  a  current  of  air  steadily  and  rather  quickly 
through  the  pipe  of  a  large  bellows.  When  this  sound 
is  permanent  it  may  be  relied  on,  but  if  only  tempo- 
rary, it  may  occur  -in  diseases  of  which  the  cardiac 
affection  is  only  secondary,  and  is  present  after  losing 
much  blood  by  hemorrhage. 

The  rasping  sound  during  the  systole  of  the  heart, 
indicates  diseases  of  the  valves,  and  is  much  harsher 
and  more  hissing  than  the  bellows  sound,  not  unlike 
that  made  by  a  rasp. 

These  observations  being  remembered,  will  render 
you  great  assistance  in  discriminating  diseases  of  the 
heart,  and  you  will  find  in  the  books  still  more  minute 
analyses  of  the  sounds,  by  which  an  experienced  auscul- 
tator  may  often  decide  the  valves  which  are  affected. 

In  hypertrophy  or  muscular  enlargement  of  the 
heart  physical  signs  are  obvious. 

The  impulsion  of  the  entire  heart  is  felt  so  as  to 
seem  as  though  the  end  of  the  stethescope  was  elevated 
by  such  pulsation.  As  valvular  disease  is  almost  always 
complicated  in  this  case,  as  also  dilatation  of  the  ven- 
tricle, the  bellows  and  rasping  sounds  are  perceptible. 

In  aneurism  of  the  thoracic  aocta,  a  dull  sound  at 
the  top  of  the  sternum  on  percussion,  with  loud  pupa- 
tion, and  a  single  sound  instead  of  the  double  as  in 
health,  are  the  physical  signs.  Without  attention  to 
these  it  is  often  confounded  with  other  organic  diseases 
of  the  heart. 

The  other  varieties  of  cardiac  lesions  are  not  accu- 
rately discriminated  by  the  physical  signs,  nor  have  we 
any  means  of  diagnosis  in  some  of  them.  Fortunately, 
however,  we  lose  nothing,  for  they  are  for  the  most 
part  insusceptible  of  improvement  by  any  treatment. 

Without  pursuing  this  subject  any  further,  suffer 
me  now  to  caution  you  against  too  exclusive  reliance 
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upon  the  physical  signs,  to  the  neglect  of  the  rational 
s)'mptoms,  else  we  may  be  led  into  mischievous  error. 
It  is  only  by  combining  the  practice  of  percussion  and 
auscultation,  with  the  faithful  observation  of  symptoms, 
and  by  studying  the  results  obtained  from  both  sources, 
with  rJue  reference  to  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  that 
we  can  secure  an  accurate  diagnosis.. 

In  the  use  of  the  stethescope  when  the  heart  is 
the  subject  of  examination,  Laennec  advises  that  the 
instrument  be  used  entire,  without  moving  the  obturator, 
and  for  the  impulsion  of  the  heart  it  is  best  to  do  so. 
But  for  detecting  the  sounds  of  the  heart,  this  plug 
should  be  removed,  as  in  other  cases.  It  is  advisable 
in  listening  to  the  heart  that  the  patient  should  suspend 
respiration  for  a  few  moments.  m 

I  pass  now  to  a  brief  notice  of  the  application  of 
auscultation  for  other  purposes  than  as  a  diagnosis  in 
thoracic  diseases.  And  first,  as  to  the  stethescopic 
signs  in  the  gravid  uterus.  In  obscure  cases  this  instru- 
ment will  enable  us  to  decide  for  or  against  the  exis- 
tence of  pregnancy,  as  well  as  what  is  the  position  of 
the  child  and  the  point  of  placental  attachment. 

Two  motions  are  perceived  on  applying  the  stethe- 
scope over  the  gravid  uterus  on  the  abdominal  walls, 
i,  foetal, — 2,  placental, — which  must  be  discriminated 
from  the  motion  produced  by  the  mother's  heart  in 
other  parts  of  the  abdomen. 

The  foetal  pulsations  may  be  recognized  about  the 
6tli  month,  and  may  be  heard  over  considerable  extent 
when  the  fcetus  is  near  the  abdominal  walls,  and  the 
quantity  of  the  liquor  amnii  is  large.  They  are  double 
as  frequent  as  the  maternal,  and  not  at  all  isochronous. 
The  place  where  they  may  be  heard  varies,  as  the  posi- 
tion of  the  foetus  changes,  and  sometimes  cannot  be  felt 
for  hours  or  days  by  reason  of  the  folds  of  intestine 
being  interposed  between  the  uterus  and  abdominal 
parietes,  and  an  excess  of  liquor  amnii  is  found  to  hinder 
auscultation  in  some  cases,  so  also  a  feeble  mother  is  not 
a  good  subject  for  these  physical  signs. 

The  second,  or  placental  sound,  is  arterial,  is  iso- 
chronous with  the  maternal  pulse,  has  a  bellows  sound, 
and  takes  place  at  the  point  of  attachment,  and  can 
only  be  heard  here  with  distinctness.  It  is  usually 
found  on  the  side  opposite  to  that,  and  its  extent  is 
limited  to  8  or  four  inches.  Unlike  the  other,  however, 
when  once  found,  it  never  changes  place,  and  at  the 
moment  of  separating  the  umbilical  chord  in  parturition, 
this  sound  ceases,  which  decisively  proves  it  to  be  pla- 
cental. The  same  obstructions  to  detecting  these  sounds 
in  certain  cases  may  occur  as  in  the  other  case.  A 
double  repetition  of  both  sounds  is  present  in  the  case 
of  twins,  but  in  all  cases,  a  repetition  of  the  ausculta- 
tion should  be  made  before  deciding  positively  anything 
in  relation  to  the  gravid  uterus,  since  the  knowledge  of 
these  sounds  is  not  so  easily  acquired  as  those  of  the 
thorax. 

The  Btethescope  is  also  useful  in  detecting  the  cre- 


f  pitus  in  fractured  bones,  and  may  be  applied  to  the 
suspected  bone,  or  the  next  bone  articulated  with  it,  or 
j  to  the  cranium,  where  the  crepitus  of  a  fractured  thigh 
i  may  be  distinctly  heard.  So  also  is  compound,  or  com- 
plicated or  comminuted  fracture,  its  use  is  often  impor- 
i  tant,  and  especially  in  the  fracture  of  those  bones  which 
|  are  of  difficult  diagnosis. 

Calculi  in  the  bladder.  These,  may  be  discovered 
[  infallibly  by  the  stethescope  being  applied  above  the 
pubis,  or  to  the  perineum  or  sacrum,  while  simple  cathe- 
terism  is  employed.  By  its  use  we  may  be  saved  the 
j  mortification,  disgrace,  and  crime  of  performing  litho- 
!  tomy,  when  no  stone  has  been  found,  a  blunder  which 
|  has  been  often  committed  in  the  capitals  of  Europe,  and 
.  has  found  imitators  in  America. 

The  stethescope  is  also  useful  in  a  variety  of  other 
cases,  in  which  there  is  often  doubt,  such  as  extraneous 
bodies  in  the  ear,  nasal  fossce,  the  pharynx,  oesophagus 
,  rectum,  and  especially  in  gun-shot  wounds.  The  sensa- 
\  tion  conveyed  to  the  ear  by  a  probe  or  sound,  upon  a 
bullet,  splinter,  point  of  a  sword  in  deep  wounds  and 
near  bones,  or  imbedded  into  their  substance,  if  heard 
by  the  stethescope,  will  be  recognized  much  more 
readily  than  when  conveyed  to  the  hand  by  the  probe 
alone.  The  state  of  the  nasal  and  other  cavities  of  the 
face  as  the  antrum,  frontal  sinus,  &c.  may  be  thus  heard 
j  by  the  resonance  of  the  voice  which  has  been  called 
rhinophony.  So  also  the  permeability  or  obstruction  of 
the  enstachian  tube  in  diseases  of  the  ear  may  be  thus 
ascertained,  and  in  many  other  examples  in  which  the 
ear  and  hand  unite  in  guiding  our  investigations. 

I  have  thus  furnished  you  with  an  outline  of  what 
is  important  for  you  to  know  on  the  subject  of  physical 
;  exploration,  percussion,  and  auscultation,  this  outline 
you  are  to  fill  up  by  reading  the  works  of  the  eminent 
pathologists,  who  have  elaborated  the  whole  subject. 

It  is  very  common  for  physicians  of  reputation  and 
experience  to  decry  the  stethescope,  and  affect  contempt 
for  the  whole  science  of  auscultation.  But  though 
young  men,  and  especially  old  practitioners,  may  be 
found,  who  express  themselves  in  strong  lanqu.i-e 
against  the  use  of  the  stethescope,  you  will  find  on 
inquiry  that  they  are  ignorant  of  the  whole  subject, 
;  and  reject  the  innovation  at  once,  without  investigating 
its  claims.  Some  men  are  too  wise  to  be  instructed,  too 
indolent  to  stud}',  too  old  to  learn,  having  arrived  long 
since  at  perfection,  and  such  there  are  in  our  profession. 
I  admonish  you,  however,  that  you  are  not  to  fall  into 
the  opposite  error,  by  employing  and  exhibiting  the  ste- 
I  thescope  on  all  occasions,  or  carrying  it  with  you  for 
j  constant  use,  as  some  men  do,  thus  bringing  the  instru- 
I  ment  and  themselves  into  merited  disrepute.  In  a  ma- 
jority of  cases,  the  ear  is  better  than  the  instrument,  and 
when  the  rational  symptoms  give  you  the  diagnosis  as 
it  will  in  most  cases,  auscultation  should  never  be  em- 
ployed. It  is  adapted  to  obscure  and  difficult  thoracic 
diseases,  and  in  such  it  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated 
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I  trust  that  you  perceive  in  the  bare  synopsis  which 
is  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  submit  in  this  lecture, 
the  interest  you  individually  have  in  the  diligent  culti- 
vation of  this  extensive  subject.  And  I  have  labored 
to  show  you  that  there  is  no  mysticism  in  it,  no  vague 
hypotheses,  no  appalling  difficulties  to  deter  you  from 
approaching  it. 

You  all  know  that  the  thorax  is  a  cavity,  surrounded 
by  walls,  which  from  their  anatomical  structure  and 
physical  conformation,  adapt  themselves  to  the  office 
assigned  them,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  contents  they 
enclose.  The  physical  laws  which  govern  the  solids 
and  fluids  of  the  body,  are  the  same,  which  are  found 
to  appertain  to  every  other  material  of  analogous  struc- 
ture and  character,  modified  alone  by  the  presence  of 
animal  life.  Hence  all  that  is  taught  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  physical  signs,  will  be  found  rational  and  intelli- 
gible even  in  theory,  while  the  rules  laid  down  for  their 
practical  use  are  so  plain  and  simple,  that  each  of  you 
Duty  readily  put  them  to  the  test  for  yourselves. 

In  reply  to  the  various  objections  made  against  the 
study  of  diseases  of  the  chest  by  percussion  and  auscul- 
tation, I  will  only  say  that  there  are  no  great  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  acquiring  the  degree  of  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  necessary  to  be  practically  useful.  Indolence 
is  no  excuse  for  ignorance,  and  nothing  but  indolence  is 
in  the  way.  Nor  are  the  difficulties  represented  to  exist 
in  the  way  of  learning  the  different  sounds,  at  all  formi- 
dable in  view  of  the  accurate  duscriptions  given  of  them 
by  practical  writers.  You  may  not,  however,  acquire 
this  kind  ofTinowledge,  but  by  diligent  attention,  study, 
and  practice,  and  to  become  an  accurate  auscultator 
may  require  long  and  patient  practice.  Nor  may  you 
expect  to  equal  in  skill  at  diagnosis,  Laennec,  Andral, 
or  Louis,  without  more  opportunities  for  observation  than 
will  ever  fall  to  your  lot,  nor  without  a  lifetime  devoted 
to  the  subject.  Still,  however,  an  amount  of  acquaint- 
ance with  this  whole  subject  may  be  readily  obtained, 
which  will  be  of  invaluable  importance  to  you  in  dis- 
criminating many  obscure  diseases  for  which  we  have 
no  diagnostic  means  at  all  comparable  in  utility. 

When  you  consider  how  large  a  portion  of  our  race 
perish  by  consumption,  or  other  thoracic  diseases ; — 
and  when  you  remember  that  the  science  of  medicine, 
highly  cultivated  as  it  is,  by  many  of  the  most  gifted 
minds  of  successive  ages,  has  failed  to  indicate  any 
adequate  remedy  for  these  diseases,  when  once  they 
have  fixed  themselves  upon  the  body,  which  is  proved 
by  their  frightful  fatality  ;  you  will  surely  hail  with 
gratulation  every  valuable  contribution  to  our  know- 
ledge on  this  dark  subject. 

It  is  true  that  in  many  cases  percussion  and  auscul- 
tation only  reveal  organic  lesions,  and  irreparable  ex- 
amples of  morbid  structure,  which  result  in  extinguish- 
ing all  hope  of  remedy.  But  in  various  other  examples, 
the  very  earliest  inroads  of  morbid  action  may  be  de- 
tected by  the  physical  signs.    Inflammation,  and  its 


i  termination  in  induration  or  effusion,  tuberculous  granu- 
lation or  degenerations,  and  numerous  funotional  di*- 

'  turbances,  may  be  thus  discovered,  their  extent  and 
locality  clearly  ascertained  in  their  incipient  stages, 
when  alone  they  are  capable  of  being  removed  by 
remedial  agencies.    And  this  too  when  the  true  patho- 

I  logical  state  cannot  otherwise  be  known.  Surely  no 
more  ample  evidence  of  their  importance  need  be 
urged. 

All  incurable  diseases,  and  there  are  many  such, 
become  so  by  neglect  or  mal -treatment  in  their  forming 
state.    The  poet  has  said  truly, 

For  want  of  timely  aid, 
Millions  have  died  of  medicable  wounds. 

This  is  eminently  true  of  pulmonary  and  other 
thoracic  diseases.  If  the  first  inroads  of  consumption 
were  detected,  and  on  the  discovery  of  its  earliest  de- 

I  velopement,  suitable  regimen,  and  medication  were 
adopted,  and  rigidly  observed,  it  could  be  almost  uni- 

I  formly  arrested  while  the  disease  is  as  yet  local,  and 

I  before  the  morbid  habit  had  been  formed.  While  it  is 
now  reduced  to  a  sad  certainty,  that  after  this  malady 
has  progressed,  until  constitutional  mischiefs  are  appa- 
rent, resulting  from  the  extent  of  the  local  lesions ;  in 
this  period,  and  science  not  only  fails  to  arrest  its  fatal 
progress,  but  scarcely  furnishes  any  means  even  of  miti- 

I  gating  the  patient's  sufferings,  or  in  any  degree  controll- 
ing its  rapid  overthrow  of  life. 

By  the  physical  signs  then,  if  we  can  do  no  more, 
it  is  undeniable  that  we  can  detect  a  very  slight  altera- 
tion in  the  healthy  structure  of  the  lungs  or  their  mem- 
branes, when  no  merely  rational  signs,  deduced  from 
the  functional  indications,  would  lead  to  the  suspicion 
of  thoracic  disease.  In  every  such  instance  the  disease 
may  be  arrested,  and  suspended,  if  it  be  not  cured,  and 
in  those  cases  of  hereditary  or  other  constitutional  ten- 
dency to  decline,  and  in  which  the  local  lesion  detected 
is  but  a  symptom  of  the  general  morbid  habit,  however, 
often  this  symtom  may  occur,  its  early  discovery,  will 
lead  to  the  proper  treatment  for  subduing  it  while  yet 
it  is  within  the  reach  of  art,  and  thus  human  life  may 
be  prolonged  by  preventing  the  developement  of  this 
morbid  habit  upon  the  vital  organs,  even  when  the  habit 
itself  may  be  incurable.  As  "life  is  only  an  extension 
of  days  at  best,"  it  is  our  paramount  duty  to  acquire- 
and  employ  every  species  of  knowledge,  which  may 
enable  us  to  relieve  suffering  and  delay  fatal  results, 
when  we  cannot  prevent  them.  Hence,  then,  if  there 
were  no  other  reason  for  laboring  to  acquaint  yourselves 
with  this  subject,  than  that  here  mentioned,  you  would 
have  the  highest  motives  to  give  it  your  diligent 

i  attention. 

I  commend  it  to  your  future  study  and  practice, 
and  will  barely  say  that  the  public  will  not  be  slow  in 
discovering  the  merits  of  percussion  and  auscultation,  as 
they  are  employed  in  diagnosis  and  prognosis  by  those 
j  physicians  who  keep  pace  with  their  profession.  And 
I  the  time  is  not  remote,  when  to  betray  ignorance  on  tbisj 
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subject  will  be  fatal  to  the  reputation  of  any  practi- 
tioner, nor  will  an  effected  indifference  to  the  physical 
signs,  or  a  contemptuous  sneer  of  ridicule  at  the  stethe- 
scope,  or  those  who  use  it,  cover  up  personal  deficiency 
of  knowledge,  even  on  the  part  of  old  physicians. 
Such  there  are,  both  old  and  young,  who  boast  that 
they  can  discover  the  true  pathology  of  all  diseases  by 
the  symptoms,  or  by  intuition,  or  by  the  aid  of  that  ! 
old  granny  yclept  "experience,"  but  the  blunders  of  I 
such  cannot  be  concealed  even  from  themselves.  These  \ 
are  the  doctors  who  also  cure  consumption,  and  all  j 
other  incurable  maladies  by  specifics ;  their  opinions  j 
and  their  remedies  are  alike  infallible  ;  they  may  make  ; 
money,  but  they  never  make  character  in  the  true  sense  i 
of  the  word.    They  are  too  old  or  too  wise  to  learn,  ' 
and  in  either  case  they  are  not  philosophers,  and  for  | 
his  reason  can  never  be  physicians  worthy  the  name. 


44  Demonstrative   Midwifery"  in   New- York  ! 

In  still  further  confirmation  of  the  intimations  given  | 
in  our  late  number,  that  the  clinique  of  the  Nl  Y.  Uni-  ] 
versity  was  disgraced  by  indecent  exposures,  which  ! 
called  for  the  reprehension  of  the  profession,  we  insert 
the  following  extract  of  another  letter  from  New- York,  j 
which  appears  in  the  Northern  Lancet.    We  hope  our  ' 
brethren  of  the  medical  press  will  speak  out  on  this 
subject,  for  the  course  of  Professor  Bedford  out-Herods  ! 
any  thing  ever  alleged  against  Professor  White  at  Buf- 
Wo.  The  demonstration  of  which  the  latter  was  accused, 
and  which  has  called  forth  the  rebuke  of  the  National 
Association  was  innocent,  nay,  laudable,  when  compared  I 
to  the  following,  and  yet  vaunted  as  meritorious  : 

"  Within  the  last  three  weeks  there  has  been  done  in  j 
this  City,  what  I  have  never  known  attempted  in  the 
United  States  before.    Professor  Bedford  presented  at  \ 
his  Obstetric  Clinique  several  cases  of  Procidentia  Uteri  ! 
which  were  exhibited  on  the  table  to  the  Class.    The  j 
actual  cautery  was  also  applied,  in  the  presence  of  nume-  -  j 
rous  students  and  several  professional  men,  for  a  case  of  ; 
Vesico-vaginal  Fistula.    This  demonstration  seems  to  be  i 
verging  very  closely  on  the  customs  of  the  Medical  Insti- 
tutions of  Paris  ;  and  for  which,  your  friend,  the  worth y 
and  talented  Professor,  deserves  praise  in  having  ren- 
dered  practical  and  illustrative,  things   hitherto  in 
obscurity  for,  or  unattainable  by,  medical  students." 


(From  the  Northern  Lancet) 
The  Way  Doctors  are  Made. 
"  Prof.  Palmer. — The  course  on  Anatomy,  by  Prof. 
Palmer,  in  the  Medical  College  of  Buffalo,  for  the 
present  session,  ended  with  the  close  of  the  last  month. 
His  lectures  and  demonstrations  are  clear,  accurate, 
thorough,  and  are  given  in  a  manner  to  awaken  enthu- 
siasm in  the  mind  of  the  student,  secure  his  unremitted 
attention,  and  enforce  the  acquisition  of  anatomical 
knowledge.  The  minute  anatomy  of  the  viscera  of  the 
abdomen  and  thorax  forms  a  prominent  feature  of  Prof. 


Palmer's  course.  This  province  of  the  study  is  too 
often  overlooked,  or  passed  over  cursorily,  by  te;ichers 
and  pupils,  notwithstanding  the  researches  of  modern 
science  have  shown  that  an  acquaintance  with  the 
elementary  structure  of  the  organs  referred  to  is  essen- 
tial in  order  to  understand  physiological  and  pathologi- 
cal relations  which  possess  great  practical  importance." 
— Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  Jan.  1852,  pp.  310-11. 

"  Of  course  so  loDg  as  the  granting  of  diplomas  is  a 
mere  trade,  and  medical  schools  are  but  shops  for  their 
sale,  the  multiplicity  of  the  shops  begets  a  competition 
which  lower  the  terms  and  standard  so  as  to  attract  the 
greater  number  of  customers,  and  those  who  should  be 
the  guardians  of  the  profession  of  medicine,  send  forth 
such  representatives  of  it,  as  lead  to  the  erroneous 
popular  opinions  of  the  nature  of  the  science  itself." — 
Wood's  Hints  to  the  People  upon  the  Profession  of 
Medicine,  p.  43  ;  (and  strongly  recommended  by  the 
Faculty  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  /) 

The  Reader  is  particularly  requested  to  make  a  close 
examination  and  comparison  of  the  above  quotations. 
It  is  not  without  deep  regret  that,  as  a  Journalist  and 
well-wisher  of  our  Profession,  we  feel  called  upon  to 
make  a  few  remarks,  severe  though  they  may  be  are 
none  the  less  merited,  upon  a  subject  of  vital  interest, 
not  only  to  the  Profession  but  to  the  Community  more 
directly— the  QUACKERY  of  LECTURING  as  open- 
ly practiced  by  several  Medical  Schools,  and  the  tele- 
graphic dispatch  with  which  young  men  are  manufac- 
tured into  M.  D's. 

On  a  former  occasion  (Lancet  for  Aug.  1851  ;)  we 
took  pleasure  in  congratulating  the  University  of  Buffalo 
upon  the  noble  stand  it  had  taken  in  the  adoption  of 
a  plan  for  imparting  a  knowledge  of  Midwifery  in  the 
only  manner  in  which  it  can  be  properly  and  profitably 
learnt — by  the  bedside;  and,  little,  indeed,  did  we 
think,  that  while  such  apparent  incalculable  advantages 
were  offered  to  the  student  of  acquiring  practical  Mid- 
wifery, that  the  far  more  important  branch,  the  b;ise 
upon  which  to  erect  the  super-structure  of  medical  and 
surgical  success  and  usefulness — Anatomy,  should  be 
so  "  cursorily,"  aye,  so  shamefully  driven  through,  as 
we  are  but  too  plainly  led  to  infer  by  the  above  extract 
from  Prof.  Flint's  Journal. 

Now  for  the  proofs  to  substantiate  our  assertions  : 
— The  Lecture  term  was  advertised  to  commence  on 
the  first  Wednesday  (the  5th)  of  November,  and  to 
continue  sixteen  weeks.  Mark  that:  and  now  ire  are 
boastingly  told  that  the  course  of  Anatomy  ended  with 
the  last  of  December.  Less  than  two  months,  though 
the  student  paid  and  matriculated  for  a  full  course  of 
sixteen  weeks.  Pray,  what  equivalent  does  the  student 
receive  for  the  amount  paid  for  the  last  two  months  1 
Perchance,  he  is  amused  with  lectures  upon  "  subjects 
to  be  announced  hereafter."  But  to  the  figures.  In- 
cluding Saturdays  we  have  but  21  lecture  days  in 
November,  and  26  in  December,  making  the  whole 
amount  of  lectures  delivered  during  the  session  to  be 
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47  ;  and  in  the  two  full  courses  required  to  qualify  for 
graduation,  we  have  the  enormous  sum  of  nine-six 
lectures !  Here  are  proofs — figures  and  dates,  and 
from  them  what  charitable  estimate  can  we  form  of  the 
anatomical  qualifications  of  young  men  graduating  after 
such  a  full  course  ?  But,  with  some  charity,  let  us 
stretch  our  figures  a  little  more,  and  suppose  that  two 
lectures  on  Anatomy  are  delivered  daily,  with  the  others 
expected  to  be  given,  making  seven  lectures  in  all, 
sundries  excepted,  every  working  day;  divide  the  num- 
ber of  empty  benches  by  that  of  the  sleepy  heads,  and 
tell  us  the  quotient.  The  little  that  may  have  been 
learnt  by  the  morning  lesson  is  most  efficiently  worked 
up,  down,  and  in  the  middle  by  seasonings  of  Medicine, 
Surgery,  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,  and  Midwifery. 
What  a  pretty  mess  !  And  would  not  this  amount  of 
knowledge  tend  injuriously  to  "  depress  the  duodenum 
into  flandango,"  and  "  to  cause  the  olfactory  ossifficator 
to  ferment  and  become  identical  with  the  pigmentum  ?" 

With  such  facts  before  the  public,  we  challenge  any 
honest  man  to  accuse  us  of  falsehood  and  slander  to- 
wards the  Medical  Schools.  The  University  of  Buffalo 
stands  not  alone  in  this  predicament ;  but  as  the  Editor 
of  the  Journal,  and  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  Faculty, 
has  inconsiderately,  though  through  commendable 
motives,  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag,  our  confrere  must 
not  be  in  the  least  surprized  if  on  the  animal's  return 
home,  he  should  find  it  in  a  good  state  for  pathological 
investigation.  Through  a  most  respectable  Journal  we 
are  made  acquainted  with  the  workings  of  a  system — ■ 
unfortunately  but  too  general,  and  which  has  proved  a 
CURSE  to  the  Profession,  and  a  BANE  to  Society. 

Here,  we  are  told  an  able  and  talented  man  has  just 
completed  a  most  satisfactory  course  of  Anatomy  in  less 
than  two  months.  Science  is  one  thing ;  to  know  how 
to  teach  it,  and  to  teach  it  efficiently  is  another,  and  to 
teach  Anatomy  in  forty-seven  Lectures,  is,  with  due  re- 
spect for  our  worthy  confrere,  downright  nonsense. 
Would  the  members  of  any  College,  requiring  but  two 
months'  course  of  Lectures  on  Anatomy,  place  sufficient 
confidence  in  47-hour  anatomists,  to  entrust  them  with, 
the  performance  of  the  most  trivial  operation — the 
drudgery  of  surgical  practice  on  any  member  of  their 
household  ?  Would  they  1  NO.  They  know  the  ma- 
jority to  be  unworthy  of  confidence,  and  incapable  of 
discharging  satisfactorily  to  the  patient,  or  honorably  to 
themselves,  the  every  day  duty  of  professional  life. 

And  what  is  the  ine\itable  result  of  the  want  of 
confidence  of  the  Teachers  in  their  students? — Quack- 
ery. The  young  man  with  his  "sheepskin"  in  his 
pocket,  perches  in  some  village,  and  hangs  out  his  shin- 
gle to  the  breeze  of  Fortune.  It  blows  pretty  hard 
sometimes ;  and  the  newly  fledged  Esculapian  is  not 
long  in  discovering  that  the  clouds  lower  and  a  storm 
is  a-head.  A  severe  case  presents  itself,  the  young 
Doctor  is  called  in,  defeat  and  mortification  attend  every 
step.  Without  confidence  in  himself,  without  science  to 
sustain  it,  he  timidly  blunders  through  a  few  cases,  and 


but  too  late  finds  his  hopes  disappointed,  and  himself 
thrust  upon  the  world  with  no  honest  means  of  earning 
a  fair  name  and  a  livelihood  ;  he  therefore  resorts  to 
any  and  every  species  of  charlatanism  to  keep  the 
breath  of  life  in  a  hungry  doctor's  body.  Nine-tenths 
of  the  hordes  of  quacks  prowling  through  the  land  are 
graduates  of  respectable  Schools,  but  having  fooled 
away  their  time  and  money  on  the  College  benches, 
they  become  out-casts  of  the  Profession,  and  are 
sneered  at  and  abused  by  the  very  men  who  were 
instrumental  in  placing  them  in  this  degraded  position. 
And  with  these  facts  before  them,  why  will  Schools, 
continue  thus  year  after  year,  to  foist  upon  the  public 
men  of  whom  they  blush  to  call  Alumni  ? — Names — 
Numbers— MONEY  are  the  reason. 

We  speak  not  unadvisedly  on  the  subject  of  Ana- 
tomical teaching.  We  have  now  before  us  the  schedule 
of  five  courses  of  Lectures,  of  six  months  each,  delivered 
in  the  School  of  Medicine  of  Montreal.  Six  regular, 
and  two  extra  lectures  were  delivered  weekly  through- 
out the  session,  making  a  sum  total  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-six  lectures  for  the  course.  And,  can  we,  this 
day,  say  honestly  that  we  did  justice  to  our  subject. 
We  did  not.  We  had  no  time  to  make  "  minute  ana- 
tomy of  the  viscera  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  the 
prominent  feature"  of  our  course,  they  were  dwelt 
upon  a  reasonable  time,  in  order  that  we  could  devote 
proper  attention  to  the  study  of  what  might  be  called 
into  requisition  at  some  future  day — the  anatomy  of  the 
neck,  extremities,  and  such  other  parts  of  the  body  as 
are  likely  to  become  the  seat  of  surgical  manipulations. 
Such  were  the  prominent  features  of  our  course,  and 
such  should  they  always  be  to  become  profitable  to  the 
student.  If,  therefore,  anatomy  cannot  be  fully,  clearly, 
and  thoroughly  taught  in  a  six-months'  course,  how 
can  it  in  two  months- 1    We  pause  for  an  answer. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  Dr.  Wood's  Hints, 
in  which  he  gives  such  severe  hits  to  Medical  Schools, 
■should  come  out  so  strongly  and  earnestly  recom- 
mended by  four  members  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Buffalo.  Gentlemen,  did  you  read  these 
Hints  ?  If  so,  did  you  understand  them  ?  Verily,  we 
think,  had  you  looked  into  their  "minute"  details,  you 
never  would  have  sanctioned  with  the  weight  of  your 
names  a  publication  now  spread  broad-cast  through  the 
land,  and  containing  such  convincing  proofs  of  negli- 
gence, dishonesty,'and  charlatanry. 

In  conclusion,  for  we  have  extended  this  article  to 
greater  lengths  than  we  at  first  anticipated,  let  the 
American  Association  report  yearly  upon  medical  edu- 
cation ; — let  Roby  write  prosy  and  jesuitical  circulars; — 
let  Wood  indite  graceful  and  truthful  Hints  backed  by 
Faculties  of  respectable  and  old-established  Institu- 
tions ; — let  Derby's  Press  groan  under  the  weight  of 
numberless  editions ; — but,  let  us,  one  and  all,  openly 
admit  that  if  there  is  quackery  in  the  country,  it  is  due 
to  the  Schools,  and  to  the  SCHOOLS  ALONE.  More 
anoD. 
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NEW  SURGICAL  WORKS. 

LIPPINCOTT,    GRAM  BO    &  CO. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


AN  ILLUSTRATED  SYSTEM  OF  HUMAN  ANATOMY; 

SPECIAL,  MICROSCOPIC,  $  PHYSIOLOGICAL 

BY  SAMUEL  GEORGE  MORTOX,  JL  D. 
With  391  beautiful  illustrations.  One  volume,  royal  octavo. 

MATERIA  MED1CA 

AND  THEEAPEUTICS. 
With  ample  Illustrations  of  Practice  in  all  the  Departments 
of  Medical  Science,  and  copious  Notices  of  Toxicology. 
BY  THOMAS  D.  MITCHELL,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 
Prof,  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Medicines,  &c.  1  vol.  8vo. 

THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF 
SURGERY. 
By  George  M'Clellan,  M.  D.    1  vol.  8vo. 

EBERLE'S  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

New  Edition.    Improved  by  George  M'Clellan,  M.  D. 
Two  volumes  in  1  vol.8  vo. 

EBERLE'S  THERAPEUTICS: 

TWO  VOLUMES  IN  ONE. 

A  TREATISE  ON  THE  DISEASES  AND 
PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN. 

By  John  Eberle,  M.  D.  &c.    Fourth  Edition.  With  Notes 
and  very  large  Additions. 
By  Thomas  D.  Mitchell,  A.M.,  M.  D.  &c. 
1  Vol.  «vo.  ■ 

EBERLE'S  NOTES  FOR  STUDENTS. 

NEW  EDITION. 
*,»  These  works  are  used  as  text-books  iu  most  of  the  Medica 
Schools  of  the  United  States. 

A  PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  POISONS: 

Their  Symptoms,  Antidotes,  and  Treatment 
By  O.  H.  Costill,  M.  D.  18mo. 

IDENTITIES  OF  LIGHT  AND  HEAT,  OF 
CALORIC  AND  ELECTRICITY, 

BY  C.  CAMPBELL  COOPER, 

UNITED  STATES'  PHARMACOPCEIA. 

Edition  of  1851.   Published  by  authority  of  the  National  Medical 
Convention    1  vol.  8vo. 


HAVE    NOW  READY   PARTS   I.   &  II.  OF 
A  SYSTEM  OF  OPERATIVE  SURGERY, 

adapted   to  the   practice  OF   SURGEKY   in  the 

UNITED  STATES, 
AND    COMPRISING    A  FULL 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL   INDEX  AND  HISTORICAL 
RECORD  OF  THE  WORKS  AND  OPERATIONS 
EXECUTED  BY  AMERICAN  SURGEONS, 

FROM    THE    EARLIEST     PERIOD     TO    THE     PRESENT  TIME 

BY  HE2STRY  H.  STCITH,  M.  D. 

Surgeon  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Assistant  Lecturer  on 
Demonstrative  Surgery  in  the  University  of  PennM  lvania, 
Lecturer  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  in 
the  Philadelphia  Medical  Institute,  &c. 
This  work  is  fully  illustrated  with  nearly  1000  Colored 
Steel  Engravings  of  the  highest  order ;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
beautiful  drawings  of  Messrs.  Bernard  and  Huette  of  Paris 
will  contain  many  original  illustrations  of  the  operations  of 
the  Surgeons  of  this  country.    The  work  will  be  issued  in 
parts,  making,  when  complete,  one  large  octavo  volume. 
Each  Part  is  complete  in  itself,  the  Surgical  Anatomy  of 
each  region  being  described  in  connexion  with  the  opera- 
tions practised  upon  it. 

Parts  I.  and  II.  contain  the  Elementary  Operations,  together 

with  those  performed  upon  the  Head. 
Part  III.  will  comprise  the  operations  upon  the  Neck  and 

Trunk. 

Part  IV.  will  contain  the  operations  on  the  Gcnito-Urinary 

Organs  of  the  Male  and  Female.  And 
Part  V.  will  include  those  practised  upon  the  Extremities. 

The  whole  formiug  one  large  Octavo  Volume  of  up- 
wards of  Six  Hundred  pages. 

Price  per  Part,  Tinted  Plates,      .       .       $1  50 
"  Elegantly  colored  from  Nature,  3  00 

They  also  publish  the  following 

VALUABLE  STANDARD 

DISPENSATORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

BY  DRS.  WOOD  AND  BACHE. 
New  Edition,  much  enlarged  and  carefully  revised.  One  Vol. 
royal  octavo. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

BY  GEORGE  B.  WOOD,  %  D. 
One  of  the  Authors  of  the  "  Dispensatory  of  the  U.  S."  &c. 
New"  edition,  improved,  2  vols.  8vo. 
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tie  Mill  biott, 

OR 

THE   CONCENTRATED   EXTRACT  OF  BEEF, 
COMBINED  WITH  FLOUR, 
Invented   and   Manufactured  in  Texas, 
By  GAII,  BORDEN,  Jun. 

Seeurcd  by  Patent  in  the  United  Stales  and  in  England. 

This  new  article,  forms  the  most  portable,  convenient 
and  useful  diet,  ever  offered  to  the  public.  The  Council 
IWedal "  was  awarded  to  the  inventer  at  the  Great  Ex- 
hibition in  London  ;  thus  showing  the  appreciation  there  had  of 
its  merits,  after  a  most  thorough  examination  by  the  distinguished 
Jury,  and  the  analysis  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  T.  R.  S. 
to  whose  report,  reference  may  be  made. 

Dr.  J.  3VE.  Bailey  United  States  special  Inspector  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  and  Dr.  Joseph  2t.  Chilton  Chem- 
ist of  New- York,  have  also  attested  to  the  excellence  of  the  Meat 
Biscuit. 

The  Gold  Medal  of  the  American  Institute,  has 

also  been  awarded  "  for  this  new  and  valuable  article,-'  as  well  as 
for  "  Pure  Beef  Lard  "  produced  in  its  manufacture.  The 
Meat  Biscuit  is  eminently  adapted 

For  Travellers  by  sea  and  land. 

Tor  the  Marine  Service  generally.  The  health  of 

seamen  would  be  preserved,  and  their  comfort  increased  by  the 
use  of  it.  Having  the  quality  of  meat  fresh  from  the  slaughter, 
it  would  doubtless  prove  anti-scorbutic  ;  and  with  the  sailors'  salt 
provision,  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

For  Dispeptics,  Invalids  and  Convalescents, 

it  is  peculiarly  suitable,  from  its  easy  digestibility,  and  highly  nu- 
tritious properties.  It  is  entirely  free  from  fat,  salt  or  other  con- 
diment, or  antiseptic  whatever. 

For  Family  Use,  and  in  all  circumstances  where?  fresh 
meat  is  wanted,  the  Meat  Biscuit  will  be  found  most  useful  and 
economical. 

It  can  be  readily  prepared  for  use  as  a  Soup,  Pudding,  Sauce 
and  Mince  Pie.  One  pound  contains  the  nutriment  or  essence 
of  five  pounds  of  the  best  fresh  beef.  One  ounce  will  make  a 
pint  of  rich  nutritious  soup  ;  and  for  a  Mince  Pie  only  two  ounc- 
es, to  every  pound  of  fruit. 

The  Preservative  qualities  of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been 
tested,  both  by  sea  and  land,  for  more  than  twenty  months  past. 
It  has  been  carried  to  California  across  the  plains,  and  by  Cape 
Horn, — to  Canton  and  the  Arctic  seas,  and  back  again  ;  and  a 
canister  has  also  made  seven  consecutive  voyages  between  Gal- 
veston and  New-York,  all  remaining  in  a  perfectly  sound  state, 
as  when  first  manufactured. 

Numerous  and  high  testimonials  of  the  value  and  excellence 
of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been  received  by  the  inventor.  Lo- 
renzo Sherwood,  Esq,  formerly  of  New-York,  now  resident  at  Gal- 
veston, the  place  of  manufacture,  testifies  "  to  the  great  care  and 
cleanliness  observed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Meat  Biscuit." 
He  says,  "  I  can  give  the  assurance  that  greater  cleanliness  could 
not  possibly  be  observed,  while  only  the  best  quality  of  beef  and 
flour  that  can  be  obtained,  is  made  use  of." 

Sold  by 

J.  H.  Brower  &  Co.  Sole  agent,  The  Inventor,  84  William-st. 
in  New-York,  45  South  St.  corner  Maiden  Lane. 

Also  Sold  by 
Wade  &  Osborne,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hamlin  &  Perkins,  New  Bedford  Centre-st. 
Peirce  &  Bacon,  Boston,  Mass. 
VVm.  Bollaert,  London,  2  St  Peters  Alley.'Cornhill. 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 


We  invite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

TOILET  ARTICLES 

AND 

PERFUMERY. 

Drusrgists  wiil  do  well  to  irivc  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before  purchasine  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY. 

25  Maiden  Lane,  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAI, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing,  and 
it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to  those  who 
have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restoratives,  says  : — "  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Kcphalia  is  what  it  professes 
to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair- 
and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  plea- 
sant. We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now 
add  that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its 
real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New-York. 


Made  only  by  A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY',  25  Maiden  Lane,  New-York,  is 
universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept  by  all  re- 
spectable Druggists. 

VEGETABLE    PEARL  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  Com" 
plexion ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and 
transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PFARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  preparations 
made  of  chiiik,  alabaster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by 

A.  <fc  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New- York. 

~~  POLICliTs^DISPU  TABLET- 

EXCEPT  ON  THE  GROUND  OF  FRAUD. 


LUTED  STATES  LIFE  1\SL1\\TE  COMPANY, 

IN  THE  CITy  OF  NEW- YORK. 
OFFICE,    No.    27  WALL-STREET. 

PAID  UP  CASH  CAPITAL,  $100,000, 

IN  ADDITION    TO    THE    ACCUMULATED  PREMIUMS. 
Thks  Company  makes  every  insurance  appertaining  to  or  connected 
with  Life  Risks. 

Persons  insuring  on  the  mutual  principle,  for  three  successive  years, 
receive  four-fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  mutual  department,  and  four- 
fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  business  transacted  on  the  joint-stock 
principle. 

Tables  are  framed  for  Insurances  in  different  forme,  Annuities  and 
Endowments,  so  as  to  meet  the  strcumatances  of  all. 

DIRECTORS. 
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.  Medical  Examiner, 
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G.  P.  CAMMANN,  M.  D.  Consulting  Phvsician. 
EDGAR  S.  VANWINKLE,  Counsel. 
Prospectuses  containing  very  full  tables,  forms  of  proposals,  and  every 
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Company,  No.  27  WALL-STREET,  NEW-YORK. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  J»ire  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  powdered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  and  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  niedica.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  &c.  &.C.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
&c.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instances  more  than  half)  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  tbe  American  market. 

It  seems  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  things.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New-York  Express  newspaper,  they  say : 

"The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im- 
posed upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
in  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customera  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  6ell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  $1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  80  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  sell  for,  aud  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  lees  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apothecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  cheapness,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on,  and  mat^is,  that  it  shall  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance. of  pure  chemicals  is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  arc  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
are  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

PURE  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  in  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
in  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDRO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS 

are  prepared  by  steam  process,  and-in  a  vacuum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, and  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
in  common  use,  and  which  are  sufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 
riority j 


Among  them  are- 
Extract  of  Belladonna, 


Buchu, 

Bloodroot, 

Coniuin, 

"  Seeds, 

"  German, 
Chamomile, 
Colocynth,  Ordinary, 

"  Opt 
Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 

"  Inspissated, 
Digitalis, 
Gentian,  Opt 

"  Ordinary, 
Hyosciamus, 


Extract  of  Hops, 
"  Jalap, 


Lupuline, 
Nux  Vomica, 
Pinkroot, 
Quassia, 
Rhubarb, 

Sarsaparilla,  Simplex, 
"  Compound, 
Para    "  Alcoholic, 


"  Seeds, 
English  Valerian, 
Dutch  " 


It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert.  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plants,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eateii 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  <Stc.  &,c. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  &c 
all  the  active  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  vm 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  ichere  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  &c.  See;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  various 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  where- 
ever  known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  tbe  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  the 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  ScliicfFclin,  Haines  &  Co 
Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New-York. 


OUR  CHDMICAL  FACTORY 

(known  as  the  bf.li.emont  laboratory) 
is  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  II.  CUERIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Antimony  Tartrate,  Crystals, 
Pulv. 

Ammonia,  Aqua, 

"        Liquor  Fort 
Ammoniated  Alcohol, 

«  "  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitras, 

"        '•  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
<■      u  pore 
"    Sulphas,  Pure, 
"         "  Exsiccat, 
Iodide,  Arsenic, 
«  Lead, 
"        "  Crystals, 
"  Iron, 
"       "  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

 '  Crystals, 

"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals  dif 
micals  of  commerce,  a*  well  as 


Morphine,  Acetate, 
Granville's  Lotion, 
Oil  Copaiva, 
Oil  Cuhebs, 
Collodion,  1  oz.  viala, 
Precipitated  Chalk, 
Prussic  Acid, 
Potassa  Nitras,  Pure, 
Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 
Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 
Sulphuret  Potassu, 
Vallet's  Ferruginous  Mass, 
Zinci  Acetas, 
Zinci  Sulphas, 
Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Labarrnqve, 
Confection  Roses, 
Confection  Senna, 
Blue  Pill  Mass, 
Ung  Mercurial. 

r  in  appearance  from  the  che- 
their  valuable  proper  ties,  and 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article  ; 
while  those  usually  sold  are  in  the  powdered  state,  in  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extru 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  amoug  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  in  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALE  A  CENTURY, 

gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  the  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  true  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  in  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
veriziug  Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  in  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammouy,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammouy.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "  Extra  Medicines "  not  only 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  uupowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  cnnfideuce  that 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  rlrutr-  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  from  being  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and-  also  in  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
sent  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  the  "  Extra 
Medicines"  of 

Philip  Schicffelin,  Haines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

In  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  we 
have  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  on 
our  own  premises.  • 


EXTRA  POWDERS. 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P. 
I'ulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Allspice, 
"   Aloes,  Cape, 
"      "  Socot, 
"  Assafaetida, 

"    Antimony,  Ref.  Blk.  Sulph. 
"   Angostura  Bark, 
*•  Aniseeds, 
"    Bayberry  Bark, 
11  Belladonna, 
"    Blood  Root, 
"   Bitter  Root, 
*'   Black  Root, 
Borax, 
Buchu, 

Caraway  Seeds, 
Cantharides, 
Canella  Alba,  - 
Cardamon,  (Seeds  only,) 
Clcuta, 
CraueBbill, 
Clo  . 

n,  ordinary, 
Ceylon, 
Cohosh,  Black, 
Columbo, 
Colchicum  Roo 

"  Seed, 
Colocynth  Pulp, 
Cubebs, 
Digitalis, 
Elecampane, 
Ergot, 

"     1  oz.  vials, 
Ext.  Colocynth,  C'd. 

"    Licorice,  Calab. 
Fo?nugrek  Seed, 
Gentian  Root, 
Ginger,  Jamaica, 
Golden  Seal, 

Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 
Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 
Gamboge,  . 
MBstich, 
Myrrh, 
Tragacanth, 
Hellebore,  white, 


Pnlv.  Hyosciomus, 

"  Ipecac,  without  the  woody 
centre, 

"  Ipecac  and  Opium,.  (Dover's 

Powders,) 

"  Jalap, 

"  Kino,  True, 

"  Lobelia, 
"       "  Seeds, 

"  Mandrake. 

"  Marsh  Rosemary, 

"  Mace, 

"  Mezcreon, 

"  Nux  Vomica, 

"  Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 

u  Nutmegs, 

"  Nutgalls, 

"  Opium,  Turkey, 

"  Orange  Peel, 

"  Orris  Root, 

"  Pepper,  Cayenne,  Amer. 
Black, 

'•  Peruvian  Bark,  Loxa, 

"  "  Red, 

"  "  Calisaya, 

"  Prickly  Ash  Bark, 

"  Pink  Root, 

"  Pleurisy  Root, 

"  Rhubarb,  Turkey, 

"         "       East  India, 

"  Rhatany  Root, 

"  Sarsaparilla,  Para, 

"  Sage, 

"  Summer  Savory, 

"  Sweet  Marjoram, 

"  Sabina, 

"  Senna,  Alex. 

"  Seneka  Root, 

"  Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 


Snakeroot,  Virginia 

Squills, 

Sulphate  Copper, 
Iron, 
Potuss, 


Uva  Ursi, 
Valerian,  English, 
&c.  &c. 


Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  put  up  in  >4  and  Vi  pound  bottles,  at  10  cents  per  pound 

ADVANCE. 

As  many  of  the  Gums,  &c.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, 
Aloes,  Assafcetida,  &c.  &c.  they  are  very  Uable  to  run  together  and  become 
solid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grindcre  usually  grind  Irith  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  &c.«&c.  Some  roots  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  &c.  <kc.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powdeis  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  solid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  replace  them  with  others  that  are 
freshly  powdered. 

t*-^  The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  us  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
Dure  "hen  ordered  in  bulk. 

The  value  of  this  oil,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseases,  is  no  longer  a  question— the  dnily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to  be  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medicine, 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— In  addition  to  the  Extra  Medicines,  we  also  keep  a 
large  and  well-assorted  slock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  oilier  Liquids  we  obtain  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  every  known  test  for  impurities;  and  we  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
0}  Drugs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  such  that  we  can  offer  inducements 
to  dealers,  which  must  influence  all  who  not  only  like  to  have  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  have  goods  iliat  are  what  they  pur- 
port to  be,  and  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES  &  CO. 
Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists,  New-York. 
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IEW-Y0RK 

medical  mmL 

1853. 

EAST   THIRTEENTH.  STREET. 

THE  SPRING  AND  SUMMER  COURSE  OF  LEC- 
TURES will  commence  ou  Monday,  April  5th,  and  continue 
until  the  end  of  August. 

On  the  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  of  the  Male  and  Female 
Pelvis,  including  also  Syphilis  and  the  diseases  of  the  geuito- 
urinary  organs,  by 

J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  D. 

On  Toxicology  with  practical  illustrations,  by 

R.  O.  DOREMUS,  M.  D. 

On  the  Organic  Diseases  of  Females,  by 

B.  F.  BARKER,  M.  D. 

Medical  Cliniquo  on  Monday,  by  Professor  Green. 
Medical  Clinique  on  Tuesday,  by  Professor  Barker. 
Surgical  Clinique  on  Thursday,  by  Professor  Carnochan. 
General  and  Syphilitic  Clinique  at  the  Emigrants'  Hospital,  on 
Saturday,  by  Professor  Carnochan. 

The  Dissecting  rooms,  with  abundance  of  materiel,  will  be 
open  until  the  first  of  May. 

Lectures  on  General  and  Microscopical  Anatomy,  with  de- 
monstrations by 

D.  S.  CON  ANT,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

R.  O.  DOREMUS, 

Secretary  of  the  Faculty. 
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AD  VERT1S 


EMENTS. 


TIB  MBIT  milt 

OR 

THE  CONCENTRATED  EXTRACT  OF  BEEF, 

COMBINED  WITH  FLOUR, 
Invented   and  Manufactured  in  Texas, 
By  GAIL.  BORDEN,  Jan. 

Secured  by  Patent  in  the  United  Stales  and  in  Englaud. 

This  new  article,  forms  the  most  portable,  convenient 
and  useful  diet,  ever  offered  to  the  public.  The  "  Council 
JVIedal "  was  awarded  to  the  inventer  at  the  Great  Ex- 
hibition iu  London ;  thus  showing  the  appreciation  there  had  of 
its  merits,  after  a  most  thorough  examination  by  the  distinguished 
Jury,  and  the  analysis  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  F.  R.  S. 
to  whose  report,  reference  may  be  made. 

Br.  J.  XVI.  Bailey  United  States  special  Inspector  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  and  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Chilton  Chem- 
ist of  New- York,  have  also  attested  to  the  excellence  of  the  Meat 
Biscuit. 

The  Gold  Medal  of  the  American  Institute,  has 

also  been  awarded  "  for  this  new  and  valuable  article,"  as  well  as 
for  14  Pure  Beef  Lard  "  produced  in  its  manufacture.  The 
Meat  Biscuit  is  eminently  adapted 

I*Or  Travellers  by  sea  and  land. 

For  the  Marine  Service  generally.  The  health  of 

seamen  would  be  preserved,  and  their  comfort  increased  by  the 
use  of  it.  Having  the  quality  of  meat  fresh  from  the  slaughter, 
it  would  doubtless  prove  anti-scorbutic  ;  and  with  the  sailors'  salt 
provision,  would  be  of-  the  utmost  importance. 

For  Dispeptics,  Invalids  and  Convalescents, 

it  is  peculiarly  suitable,  from  its  easy  digestibility,  and  highly  nu- 
tritious properties.  It  is  entirely  free  from  fat,  salt  or  other  con- 
diment, or  antiseptic  whatever, 

For  Family  use,  and  in  all  circumstances  where  fresh 
meat  is  wanted,  the  Meat  Biscuit  will  be  found  most  useful  and 
economical. 

It  can  be  readily  prepared  for  use  as  a  Soup,  Pudding,  Sauce 
and  Mince  Pie.  One  pound  contains  the  nutriment  or  essence 
of  five  pouuds  of  the  best  fresh  beef.  One  ounce  will  make  a 
pint  of  rich  nutritious  soup  ;  and  for  a  Mince  Pie  only  two  ounc- 
es, to  every  pound  of  fruit. 

The  Preservative  qualities  of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been 
tested,  both  by  sea  and  laud,  for  more  than  twenty  months  past. 
It  has  beeu  carried  to  California  across  the  plains,  and  by  Cape 
Horn, — to  Canton  and  the  Arctic  seas,  and  back  again  ;  and  a 
canister  has  also  made  seven  consecutive  voyages  between  Gal- 
veston and  New- York,  all  remaining  in  a  perfectly  sound  state, 
as  when  first  manufactured. 

Numerous  and  high  testimonials  of  the  value  and  excellence 
of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been  received  by  the  inventor.  Lo- 
renzo Sherwood,  Esq.  formerly  of  New-York,  now  resident  at  Gal- 
veston, the  place  of  manufacture,  testifies  "  to  the  great  care  and 
cleanliness  observed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Meat  Biscuit." 
He  says,  "  I  can  give  the  assurance  that  greater  cleanliness  could 
not  possibly  be  observed,  while  only  the  best  quality  of  beef  and 
flour  that  can  be  obtained,  is  made  use  of." 

Sold  by 

J.  H.  Brower  &  Co.  Sole  agents  in  New- York,  45  South  St. 
where  the  Inventor  may  be  addressed. 
Also  Sold  by 
Wade  &  Osborne,  St.  Louist  Mo. 
Hamlin  &.  Perkins,  New  Bedford  Centre-st. 
Peirce  &.  Bacon,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wm.  Bolloert,  London,  2  St.  Peters  Alley,  Cornhill. 
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We  invite  attention  to  ( 

TOILET  1ETICLBS 

PERFUMERY. 

^P^ISi?1*  wiil  'io  wcU  to  S^ve  "8  n  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before  purchasinc  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY. 

25  Maiden  Lane,  N.  Y. 

THE   KEPHALIA   FOR   THE  HAIR, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing,  and 
it  was  never  known  by  lis  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to  those  who 
have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restoratives,  says  : — "  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &.  J.  Ramsey's  Kephalia  is  what  it  professes 
to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Hair- 
and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  plea, 
sant.  We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now 
add  that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its 
real  excellence.'' 

Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New- York. 


Made  only  by  A.  St  3.  RAMSEY,  25  Maiden  Lane,  New-York,  is 
universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept  by  all  re- 
spectable Druggists. 


VEGETABLE    PEARL  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  Com- 
plexion ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and 
transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  preparations 
made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New- York. 


WITHOUT   SMELL  OE  TASTE. 

Messrs.  J.  MILH.AU  <fe  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  the  beans  in  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection. Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea- 
sant to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
pearance, it'adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
veral of  the  new  and  valuable  remedies  recently  announced  of  which  we 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz. :— The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm;  Hydroferro  Cyanate  of  Potash  and  Urea;  the  new  Febrifuge; 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  Iron,  <fcc.  &c. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business. 

Congress  Water,.Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Selt7~r  and 
taer  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 
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Professional  Advertisements  will  be  inserted 
at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

Single  insertion,  for  a  column,  $5. 
"       "       12  lines  or  less,  $1. 

Annual  advertisers,  for  a  column,  610  per  quarter. 
"  "        12  lines  or  less,  85.    "  " 

Smaller  advertisements  in  proportion. 

Medical  Colleges,  Lectures,  &c.  will  be  charged  at 
the  annual  rates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inser- 
tions, whether  more  or  less  than  a  quarter. 

Subscription. — The  price  of  this  journal  is  81  per 
annum,  which  must  be  paid  in  advance.  Single  num- 
bers, 10  cents.    Extra  copies,  $5  per  hundred. 

Subscriptions,  Advertisements^  Boohs  for  Review, 
and  all  Communications,  may  be  addressed  to  tlie 
Editor,  No.  775  Broadway,  free  of  charge. 


Take  Notice. 

The  1st  and  2nd  volumes  of  the  New-York  Medical 
Gazette  for  1850  and  1851,  can  now  be  had,  neatly 
bound  and  lettered,  by  enclosing  three  dollars  to  the 
editor,  which  will  enable  new  subscribers  to  secure  a 
complete  series' from  the  beginning.  Early  application 
will  be  necessary,  as  the  few  on  hand  will  be  speedily 
disposed  of. 


Free  Medical  Education. 

By  the  announcement  in  another  column,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  New- Yore  Medical  College,  in  13th- 
street,  has  made  arrangements  for  a  daily  course  of 
lectures  during  the  spring  and  summer  months,  in 
which  many  of  the  most  important  and  practical  topics 
of  our  science  will  be  systematically  taught,  by  the  Fa- 
culty, and  to  which  physicians  and  students  who  may 
be  in  the  city,  may  have  access  without  charge.  Two 
lectures  or  cliniques,  will  be  held  each  day  during  the 
intervening  months,  from  March  until  September. 

We  are  glad  to  witness  in  this  new  and  promising 
Institution  so  much  of  professional  enterprise  and  libe- 
rality, and  the  profession  at  home  and  abroad,  will  feel 
it  their  duty  to  patronize  and  encourage  this  effort,  to 
afford  the  students  who  come  to  this  city  in  pursuit  of 
medical  knowledge,  the  opportunity  of  cultivating  the 
science  during  the  entire  year.    We  are  assured  that 


many  of  the  junior  physicians  in  the  country,  who  find 
it  inconvenient  to  leave  their  homes  during  the  winter, 
will  gladly  avail  themselves  of  these  summer  privileges 
to  improve  themselves  in  the  practical  branches  of  the 
art  of  healing,  and  to  profit  by  the  clinical  advantages 
to  be  found  in  our  city.  Professor  Carnochan  is  the 
Surgeon  in  chief  of  the  largest  hospital  in  the  country, 
viz.  that  for  the  Emigrants,  on  Ward's  Island ;  and  to 
this  the  students  of  this  College  have  access  throughout 
the  year. 


Dr.  Gardner's  Lecture. 
The  introductory  of  Dr.  Gardner  to  his  private 
course  of  Obstetrics,  has  been  published,  entitled  "  A 
History  of  the  Art  of  Midwifery,"  and  proposing  to  prove 
"  the  past  inefficiency  and  present  natural  incapacity  of 
females'  in  the  practice  of  obstetrics."  It  is  dedicated  to 
that  veteran  teacher  and  practitioner  in  this  department, 
Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  of  this  city,  in  terms  of  just 
panegyric. 

The  author  is  a  bold  man,  thus  to  run  the  gauntlet, 
against  "woman's  rights,"  and  it  is  evident  he  has  no 
fear  before  his  eyes  of  Doctor-ess  Mary  Gove  Nichols 
and  her  loyal  spouse,  not  to  name  Miss  Elizabeth  Black- 
well,  M.  D.  who  is  Hyperion  to  a  Satyr,  when  named 
in  this  collocation.  The  lecture  is  ably  written,  apd 
was  well  received  by  the  large  audience  who  listened 
to  it  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  Its 
publication,  and  wide  circulation,  will  be  a  timely  con- 
tribution toward  public  enlightenment ;  though,  in  our 
opinion,  Dr.  Bedford  is  doing  more  in  his  so-called  cli- 
niques, to  disgust  the  intelligent  and  reBned  of  the  sex 
with  man-midwives,  and  encourage  the  transfer  of  ob- 
stetrical practice  of  our  city  and  country  to  the  Doctor- 
esses,  who  are  sent  forth  by  our  Female  Medical  Col- 
leges, than  all  the  arguments  of  Dr.  Gardner  and  others 
will  suffice  to  accomplish  in  the  opposite  direction. 
Our  only  hope  is,  that  the  University  will  be  constrained 
to  repudiate  such  exceptionable  teachings. 


Medical  Delusions. 
There  is  no  subject  upon  which  so  many  impostures 
are  rife  in  the  community,  bold,  flagrant,  and  flagitious 
impositions,  as  in  the  "  noble  art  of  healing."    Nor  is 
there  any  other  department,  in  which  the  public  exhibit 
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Emigrants'  Hospital. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  late  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Emigration,  being  all  for  which  we 
have  room,  will  interest  many  of  our  readers.  They 
refer  to  the  hospitals  on  Ward's  Island. 

"During  the  present  year,  Drs.  Hosack  and  Wilkes 
have  resigned,  and  the  medical  and  surgical  duties  are 
now  discharged  by  the  following  gentlemen  : — 
Dr.  A.  V.  Williams,  Dr.  J.  M.  Carnochan, 

Dr.  W.  S.  Bowen,  Dr.  Wm.  Macneven, 

Dr.  Simon  Habel,  Dr.  Ernest  Schilling, 

Dr.  H.  G.  Cox,  Dr.  George  Ford. 

Of  the  Board,  Dr.  Williams  is  President,  and  his 
residence  in  the  vicinity  of  Ward's  Island,  enables  him 
to  keep  a  regular  and  constant  supervision  of  the  Hos- 
pital, besides  taking  the  exclusive  charge  of  the  obste- 
tric wards. 

The  Consulting  Physicians,  during  the  year,  have 
been  Dr.  Cock  and  Dr.  Edward  Delafield  ;  the  Consult- 
ing Surgeons,  Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens,  and  the  late  Dr.  John 
Kearney  Rodgers,  who  was  cut  off  near  the  close  of  the 
year,  in  the  midst  of  a  career  of  professional  eminence 
and  public  usefulness. 

The  Hospital  is  divided  into  three  general  depart- 
ments : — 

1st.  The  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  for  diseases  of  wo- 
men and  infants. 

2d.  The  Medical  Wards  for  fevers,  pulmonary  com- 
plaints, and  miscellaneous  medical  diseases,  and  the 
Children's  Hospital. 

3d.  Surgical  Department  for  Ophthalmic  and  gene- 
ral Surgery. 

The  various  departments  are  under  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  eight  Visiting  Physicians,  five  of  whom, 
in  their  term  of  duty,  visit  the  Hospital  daily,  and  ex- 
amine into  the  cases,  and  direct  the  necessary  treat- 
ment for  each  patient,  which  is  strictly  carried  out  by 
the  Resident  Medical  Staff,  who  are  always  on  duty. 

The  Resident  Medical  Staff  is  comprised  of  twelve 
graduates  in  medicine,  authorized  to  practice  their  pro- 
fession by  th-e  laws  of  the  State.  Before  their  appoint- 
ment by  the  Commissioners,  their  testimonials  have 
been  examined,  and  themselves  subjected  to  an  exami- 
nation by  the  Medical  Board,  as  is  done  in  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States. 

The  Commissioners  and  the  Medical  Board  take 
pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  ability,  zeal  and  fidelity  of 
these  gentlemen,  most  of  whom  have,  in  turn,  been 
prostrated  by  fever,  acquired  in  the  performance  of  their 
labors.  Since  the  close  of  the  year,  one  of  them,  Dr. 
Wilsher,  has  died  from  ship  fever. 

The  Wards  for  the  treatment  of  fevers,  miscella- 
neous medical  diseases,  and  Children's  Hospital,  are  ar- 
ranged into  three  divisions. 

1st  Division,  Drs.  Cox  and  Macneven,  Visiting  Phy- 
sicians, with  two  Resident  Assistants. 

2d  Division,  Drs.  Schilling  and  Habel,  Visiting  Phy- 
sicians, with  two  Resident  Assistants. 


.3d  Division,  Drs.  Bowen  and  Ford,  Visiting  Phy- 
sicians, with  two  Resident  Assistants. 

As  previously  stated,  three  of  the  Visiting  Physi- 
cians, visit  these  wards  daily,  and  spend  several  hours 
each  in  attendance  on  the  patients,  under  their  respec- 
tive charges.  In  these  visits  they  are  accompanied  by 
their  assistants,  (who  besides  regularly  visit  their  wards 
at  least  morning  and  evening,)  who  state  all  the  occur- 
rences since  the  previous  visit,  take  down  all  prescrip- 
tions, and  see  that  all  directions  given  are  carried  into 
effect. 

The  Surgical  Department,  comprising  Ophthalmic 
and  general  Surgery,  together  with  Fractures,  Wounds, 
and  every  variety  of  Syphilitic  Affection,  is  under  the 
charge  of  Drs.  Williams  and  Carnochan,  with  two 
Resident  and  two  Assistant  House  Surgeons. 

Dr.  Carnochan  visits  the  Hospital  daily,  and  pre- 
scribes the  treatment  for  the  patients  under  his  charge, 
and  has  also  performed  many  and  difficult  operations, 
with  a  degree  of  succdfis,  both  in  the  operative  and  cu- 
rative part,  highly  satisfactory  to  the  Commissioners, 
and  honorable  to  his  professional  skill." 

The  ratio  of  mortality  for  the  year  has  been  increased 
to  1 1  per  cent,  which  is  ascribed  to  the  cases  of  Ty-" 
phus  or  Ship  fever  of  which  2009  were  received  during 
the  year,  427  of  which  proved  fatal,  being  21  per  cent. 
Deducting  these,  however,  the  proportion  of  deaths  to 
all  other  cases  treated  in  1851,  is  9£  per  cent. 

The  extinction  of  Purulent  Ophthalmia  from  the 
children's  department,  in  which  it  had  committed  sad 
mischiefs  in  former  years,  is  a  source  of  congratulation 
on  the  part  of  every  friend  of  humanity,  and  is  credita- 
ble to  the  hygienic  improvement  of  the  department, 
and  equally  so  to  the  surgical  skill  by  which  it  has 
been  achieved. 


To  Our  Correspondent, 

"  Query  "  is  referred  to  the  cover  of  the  1st  part  of 
the  late  reprint  of  Bernard  &  Huette's  Surgery,  for  an 
answer.  He  will  see  that  the  title  page  is  dated  1852  ; 
whence  he  may  infer  that  the  promise  of  the  2nd  part 
"  early  in  December,"  means  at  the  close  of  this  year. 
There  being  only  two  translators  employed  in  Angliciz- 
ing the  explanation  of  the  plates!  a  work  demanding 
vast  labor  and  research ;  it  may  require  the  whole  year 
for  each  part.  Besides  this  tardy  publication  is  policy, 
for  the  first  number  does  not  take,  and  will  not  sell, 
while  the  worthy  publisher  finds  the  Mesmerism  and 
Homoeopathy  on  his  catalogue,  going  off  like  hot  cakes. 
Even  the  learned  notes  !  by  Drs.  Van  Buren  and  Isaacs, 
appended  to  the  plates  of  part  I.  fail  to  be  appreciated, 
so  little  discernment  of  merit  is  found  in  the  profession. 
Hence  it  is  that  the  work  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Smith  of  Phila- 
delphia is  so  generally  circulated,  and  preferred  to  the 
foreign  book,  even  when  translated  by  two  American 
savans,  who  ride  double  upon  Bailliere's  reprint.  The 
critique  of. "Query  "  is  inadmissable. 
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For  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Northern  .Lancet  and  the  University  of  Buffalo. 

""  He  moaned,  lamented,  togged  and  tried, 

•'■  Repented,  promised,  wept  and  sighed." — FcUon,  p.  109, 

Editor  of  the  Xew  York  Medical  Gazette  : 

Sir  : — I  would  take  no  notice  whatever  of  the  anony- 
mous letter  published  in  "your  number  of  the  1st  inst. 
as  a  defence  to  my  "  savage  attack  "  on  the  Buffalo 
School,  were  it  not  to  refute  the  idea  of  "  some  private 
pique  "  having  influenced  my  remarks  upon  that  excel- 
lent and  most  beautiful  system  of  manufacturing  doc- 
tors, now  so  much  in  vogue  with  many  of  our  medical 
institutions  ;  and  if  "Fair  Play  "  is  a  fair  gentleman,  he 
will  oblige  me  over  his  own  name  by  stating  the  real  or 
supposed  grounds  for  his  false  assertion. 

I  refer  your  readers  to  my  editorial  remarks,  which 
you  do  me  the  hotter  of  republishing,  to  decide  whether 
I  have  aimed  more  at  the  Buffalo,  than  at  any  other 
'School.  I  did  particularize  it  as  one  of  the  schools 
wherein  this  "steam"  and  "absorption"  plan  of  forc- 
ing, swallowing  and  digesting  medical  knowledge  was 
openly  carried  on,  and  this  I  did  from  being,  as  I  truly 
think,  in  posession  of  official  data,  which,  however,  are 
disclaimed  by  Professor  Flint  in  his  reply  published  in 
mv  Lancet  for  this  month,  a  reply  couched  in  conciliat- 
ing and  condescending  explanations,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  remove  the  many  impressions  "  naturally  enough  " 
received  from  the  perusal  of  his  hasty  and  carelessly 
written  editorial,  and  which  served  as  text  to  my  re- 
marks. Little,  indeed,  did  I  suspect  that  the  Buffalo 
School  would  have  so  greedily  endorsed  the  coat — it 
should  have  been  more  charitable  towards  its  neighbors 
— for  the  weather  is  extremely  cold,  now-a-days,  in  the 
latitude  of  several  sister  Institutions.  I  had  thought  it 
to  be  of  dimensions  sufficient  to  suit  a  few  more  of  the 
"same  sort,"  but  more  cloth  is  on  hand,  and  will  he 
manufactured  into  the  necessary  garments  in  proper 
time. 

"Fair  Play,"  it  seems  to  me,  must  derive  precious 
little  consolation  from  your  prefatory  remarks  to  his 
letter,  though  general  in  their  tenor,  he  must  come  in 
for  his  share.  You  pour  no  Balm  of  Gilead  upon  his 
wounds  ;  still  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  there  is  another 
man  besides  myself  who  dares  to  speak  of,  see  and  ex- 
pose the  meritorious  strife  of  manufacturing  doctors  out 
of  "  raw  materials,"  and  fashioned  secundum  artem  by 
the  hands  of  the  "  industrious  peripatetics." 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  courtesy  in  placing  both 
parties  before  the  readers  of  the  Gazette,  and  believe 
me,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horace  Nelson,  M.  D. 

Editor  of  the  Northern  Lancet. 
Pittsburgh,  (N.  Y.)  March  4th,  1*52.  - 


Homoeopathy. 

BY  H.   W.  BEECIIER. 

[We  insert  the  following  jeu  d'esprit  from  the  New- 
York  Independent,  because  of  the  palpable  hits  it 
contains.] 

"  If  one  listens  by  turns  to  the  asseverations  of  the 
schools,  the  Botanical,  Eclectic,  the  Hydropathic,  (we 
confess  to  a  small  hobby  there,)  the  Homoeopathic, 
Magnetic,  and  the  Allopathic,  and  believes  in  their  in- 
fallible skill  and  power,  he  will  be  grateful  that  sickness 
is  coming  to  be  entirely  unnecessary.  With  such  speci- 
fics for  everything,  with  such  bulwarks  of  health  served 
by  men  that  never  miss  in  a  fair  match  with  disease, 
sickness  must^oon  be  regarded  as  a  great  weakness, 
and  death  almost  a  felony.  Indeed,  a  friend  even  now 
has  a  lecture,  for  which  he  asks  us  to  secure  him  an 
audience,  entitled  '  Disease  is  Sin.'  Of  course,  death 
is  overt  transgression.   But  to  return. 

"  We  have  steadfastly  adhered  to  the  old  school ; 
probably  from  our  naturally  conservative  bias.  New- 
fangled notions  we  have  always  had  our  opinion  of. 
We  have  stuck  therefore  to  the  good  old  paths  of 
medicine  and  refused  to  remove  a  landmark — blister, 
lancet,  pill,  bolus,  lotion,  potion,  all  are  objects 
of  respectful  reverence.  We  have  grave  moral  doubts 
as  to  this  insidious,  mysterious,  tasteless  Homoeopathy. 
It  seems  not  unlikely  to  be  part  of  a  general  tendency 
to  effeminacy  which  is  creeping  in  with  wealth  and  re- 
finement. There  is  a  strong  aroma  of  indolence  about 
it.  It  requires  no  exertion,  no  self-denial.  Taking 
medicine,  once  a  manly  and  heroic  achievement,  has 
become  a  mere  sugar-plum  affair. 

"  Once  doctors  sat  down  around  a  sick  man  like  a 
fleet  of  ships  about  Gibraltar.  Thev  bombarded  a 
disease,  front  and  rear,  with  balls  and  boluses ;  they 
pierced  it,  or  sacrificed  it,  or  hung  upon  its  course  with 
cataplasm  and  blister  at  such  a  rate,  that  any  man  with 
half  an  eye  could  see  that  one  or  the  other  must  give 
out  speedily — the  disease  or  the  patient ! — But  now  our 
Homoeopathic  Chesterfield  regards  a  disease  as  a  good- 
natured  intruder,  that  can  be  winked  and  bowed  and 
smiled  out.  Diseases  are  mere  callers,  ready  to  stop  at 
the  door  and  leave  their  card,  or  to  sit  five  minutes  and 
be  off ;— a  very  different  set  from  the  old  surly,  obsti- 
nate tenants,  who  held  our  bones  and  organs  upon 
indefinite  leases.  A  sniff,  a  pellet  which  it  requires  an 
eye  of  faith  to  see,  a  mere  medical  hint  as  it  were,  is 
enough  to  do  what  once  ounces,  pounds  and  quarts 
could  scarcely  effect.  This  is  jugglery,  we  fear,  or 
worse.  No  man  on  recorery  can  look  back  with  an 
applauding  conscience  upon  his  own  sincere  endeavors 
as  once  he  could.  To  sit  up  in  bed,  when  from  hair  to 
heels  you  are  but  one  prolonged  nausea ;  with  swim- 
ming eye  to  descry  your  nurse  approaching  with  luke- 
warm  senna ;  to  calculate  with  stomach-heaving  arith- 
metic how  many  gulps  will  be  required ;  and  then  with 
every  resource  of  your  being  at  burning  martyr-point, 
to  thrust  the  unutterable  abomination  down,  and  with 
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even  fiercer  fight  to  keep  it  down — who,  as  he  fell  back  I 
on  his  newly  beaten-up  pillow,  has  not  felt  that  no 
diseases  with  one-  particle  of  self-respect  would  long 
stand  in  company  with  such  hideous  medicine  ?  One 
is  proud  of  his  Anglo-Saxon  capacity  ;  of  his  sacrifices 
and  sufferings  for  health  ;  and  when  health  returns  he 
feels  that  he  has  earned  it,  and  paid,  by  pain  and  potion, 
everything  farthing  which  the  violated  laws  health  ex- 
acted. To  get  well  was  evidence  that  a  man  was  made 
of  the  sternest  stuff. 

"  But,  pah  !  We  are  ashamed  to  think  how  these 
effeminate  doctors,  who  carry  a  whole  apothecary  shop 
in  a  pocket-book  no  bigger  than  yourjrand,  walk  in, 
put  three  drops  of  something  into  two  half  tumblers  of 
water,  giving  you  a  teaspoonful,  utterly  tasteless,  hour 
by  hour ;  or  put  upon  your  tongue  three  or  four  white 
specks  of  milk-sugar,  and  that  he  calls  medicine  !  Out- 
Anglo-Saxon  forefathers  would  have  scorned  to  get  well 
upon  such  a  dainty  practice,  and  would  die  like  men 
upon  substantial  medicine  rather  than  sneak  back  to  life 
upon  such  effeminacy. 

"  To  be  sure,  almost  every  relative  that  we  have, 
paternal,  fraternal,  senoral,  but  not  uxorial,  has  yielded 
to  the  insidious  temptation  and  gone  into  these  bye  and 
forbidden  paths.  We  feel  like  Abdiel,  faithful  found 
among  the  .  faithless ;  and  we  do  not  mean  soon  to 
desert  the  friends  that  have  stood  by  us  in  so  many 
chills  and  fevers,  so  many  bilious  fevers,  and  measles, 
and  chicken-pox  and  influenzas,  &c.  &c. 

"  We  are  daily  exhorted  to  apostacy.  Example  and 
cyclopedias  of  advices,  are  lavished  upon  our  obduracy. 
Our  friends  are  against  us  ;  parishioners,  not  a  few,  are 
against  us.  Books  have  been  sent  us.  Oh,  the  cures 
that  have  been  recounted  !  We  are  duly  impressed 
from  time  to  time  with  the  fact  that  our  departed 
neighbor  would  have  been  alive  now,  if  he  had  taken 
his  friend's  advice  and  sent  for  Homoeopathy,  this  child 
had  gone  down  in  the  car  of  Allopathy  to  death's  door, 
but  changing  drivers  the  chariot  of  Homoeopathy 
brought  him  back  in  a  jiffy.  This  friend  had  a  sick 
headache,  took  three  pills  of  pulsatilla,  and  before  she 
could  get  the  bottle  corked  up  again  she  was  entirely 
cured.  We  are  assured  that  croup  is  now  nothing,  if 
you  only  have  the  right  medicine  by  you.  Measles  are 
right  down  good  fun,  and  teething  and  convulsions 
medical  diversions.  Scarlet  fever,  that  bloody  horror  of 
the  nursery,  the  moment  he  sees  Dr.  Hahnemann, 
'  comes  right  down.'  Indeed,  the  old  red  dragon  is 
crestfallen,  and  goes  about  as  different  from  the  scarlet 
fever  of  Allopathy,  as  Red  Jacket,  civilized  into  drunk- 
enness and  into  a  ditch,  was  from  the  whileom  savages 
who  greeted  a  midnight  village  with  a  war-whoop,  and 
found  their  way  into  it  by  the  light  of  its  blazing  roofs  ! 

"  If  one  dies  under  this  practice  we  are  assured  that 
«  all  men  must  die  when  their  times  comes,  in  spite  of 
all  medicine.'  And  this  seems  rational.  But  if  it  had 
been  Allopathy,  they  would  have  taken  us  by  the 
button,  shook  their  sad  heads,  sighed,  and  ejaculated, 


'  strange !'  as  if  no  excuse  could  be  given  for  a  man 
who  died  in  the  pale  of  the  old  school.  It  was  evident- 
ly suicide. 

"  Then,  too,  there  is  no  harm  done,  even  if  there  is  no 
good,  we  are  told.  Pa  and  ma  are  afraid  of  strong 
medicine  !  But  these  darling  little  danties,  these  pills 
for  fairies,  you  may  take  any  number  without  danger. 
Indeed,  their  power  is  inversely  as  their  number.  Three 
are  better  than  four,  two  better  than  three,  one  better 

than  two,  and  none  at  all  better  than  but  we  will 

not  say  that. 

"But  we  have  observed  how  much  more  medicine  is 
taken  by  many  of  our  kind  friends  of  this  school  than 
by  us:  To  be  sure,  a  stout  blue  pill  is  a  mountain  by 
the  side  of  their  Homoeopathic  dust.  But  then  we  only 
take  such  once  a  year.  Now  medicine  so  harmless  as 
those  dear  little  phials  contain  is  a  very  temptation. 

"  Does  the  head  ache  1 — a  pill.  A  stitch  in  the  side  1 
— a  pill.  Heavy  eyelids,  with  recurring  symptoms 
about  the  same  time  every  night  ? — a  pill.  Is  the  nose 
stuffed  ? — catarrh  1 — mix  vomica.  Hoes  the  nose  run, 
like  a  fugitive  slave  ? — lachesis.  Is  it  suddenly  arrested 
and  shut  up  ? — aconite.  Is  one  troubled  in  the  face  1 
Deliverance  abounds.  A  hard  face,  without  feeling  ? — 
a  little  quicksilver.  Redness  in  the  face,  agitation  and 
disposition  to  crawl  1 — bella  donna.  And  so  on.  Life 
with  some  nervous  people  becomes  an  interesting  game. 
Their  body  is  like  a  forest,  pains  are  the  wild  beasts, 
and  pellets  the  means  of  hunting  them,  and  the  patient 
lies  in  watch  for  a  pain  with  as  much  zeal  as  a  hunter 
among  the  reeds  for  the  descent  of  a  flock  of  ducks.  He 
and  she  have  got  something  that  will  do  the  business. 

"  In  good  earnest,  we  regard  medicines  with  little 
favor.  Our  first  receipt  for  sickness  is  not  to  get  sick  ; 
our  second  reliance  is  upon  a  well  bred,  sensible  doctor. 
We  select  the  doctor;  it  is  his  business  to  select  the 
medicine,  and  we  do  not  care  a  pin  what  it  is.  To  those 
who  ask  us,  therefore,  what  school  we  believe  in,  we 
reply  :  we  are  firmly  persuaded  of  Dr.  Mitchell !  This 
is  the  sum  of  our  present  creed." 


From  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal, 

Treatment  of  Pneumonitis,  &c. 

In  the  Western  Lancet,  No.  for  Dec.  1851,  we  find 
the  following  statement  of  certain  statistical  results 
bearing  on  the  management  of  pneumonitis  : 

"  An  Austrian  physician  (Dr.  Dietl)  has  published  the 
results  of  different  methods  of  treating  pneumonia ;  and  it 
appears  that  he  was  quite  liberal  in  his  views,  and  at  times 
adopted  widely  different  methods  of  treatment,  ranging  from 
blood-letting  to  homoeopathic  nothingness.  Dr.  Dietl  gives  the 
following  results:  Of  85  cases  treated  by  bleeding,  17  (or 
1  in  5)  died;  of  106  treated  by  tartar  emetic,  (without  bleed- 
ing) 22  (or  1  in  4.08)  died;  of  189  treated  by  a  purely  ex- 
peclanle  method,  14  (or  1  in  13.5)  died.  The  mortality  under 
the  homoeopathic  treatment  was  exactly  the  same  as  under  the 
expectante  method." 

The  able  editor  of  the  Lancet  comments  on  the  in- 
definiteness  of  such  statistics.  He  says,  what  is  obvious, 
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that  modifying  or  controlling  circumstances  which  are 
wholly  left  out  of  the  calculations,  ma y  have  determined 
the  diversity  of  results  under  the  different  methods  of 
treatment  "  Were  the  patients,"  he  asks,  "  old  or 
young — ill  or  well  fed — confined  to  a  vitiated  or  pure 
atmosphere,  and,  finally,  was  the  disease  sthenic  or  as- 
thenic V  Were  the  observations  drawn  from  epidemic 
or  sporadic  cases  ?"  Questions,  like  these,  suggest 
sources  of  error  in  the  application  of  statistical  com- 
parisons to  therapeutics,  which  are  with  difficulty 
obviated,  and  which  lead  us  to  distrust  the  numerical 
method  as  a -means  of  advancing  our  progress  in  prac- 
tical medicine. 

In  one  point  of  view,  however,  the  foregoing  statis- 
tics are  valuable,  as  the  Editor  of  the  Lancet  remarks. 
They  show,  to  quote  the  writer's  language,  "that  infi- 
nitesimal doses  and  nothing  are,  in  a  therapeutical  sense, 
exactly  synonymous."  The  mortality  under  the  homoeo- 
pathic treatment  and  the  expectant  system  was  similar. 
This  is  what  would  be  expected,  denoting  doubtless 
more  than  merely  a  singular  coincidence. 

In  another  point  of  view  the  statistics  appear  to  us 
to  possess  considerable  value — a  point  of  view  not  no- 
ticed in  the  remarks  of  our  valued  contemporary.  The 
ratio  of  recoveries  under  the  expectant  method  exceeded, 
by  more  than  double,  that  under  the  treatment  by 
bleeding,  and  was  trebly  greater  than  that  under  the 
treatment  by  tartar  emetic.  Now,  although  these  facts 
do  by  no  means  prove  that  bleeding  and  tartar  emetic 
are  not  useful  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  certain  cases 
of  pneumonitis,  they  do  lead  to  an  important  practical 
conclusion,  viz.  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases  of 
this  disease  do  well  without  active  medicinal  interference. 
This  conclusion  must  be  admitted,  assuming  that  the 
statistics  are  correct,  for  which  we  cannot,  of  course, 
vouch.  This,  we  say,  is  an  important  practical  conclu- 
sion. Considered  in  connection  with  the  results  in  the 
cases  treated  by  bleeding  and  tartar  emetic,  it  is  fair  to 
infer  that  it  is  vastly  better  to  withhold  these  remedies 
entirely  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  than  to  resort 
to  them  indiscriminately.  This  leads  us  to  a  funda- 
mental truth  in  practical  medicine,  the  importance  of 
which  can  hardly  be  over  estimated,  and  which,  there 
is  reason  to  fear  is  not  so  generally  and  fully  appreciated 
as  it  ought  to  be.  The  truth  to  which  we  allude  is,  that 
the  efficacy  of  powerful  remedial  agencies  in  the  man- 
agement of  diseases,  depends  on  the  discrimination  with 
which  they  are  employed.  A  bleeding  in  pneumonitis 
may  be  necessary  to  the  safety  of  one  patient,  while  it 
takes  away  all  chance  of  recovery  in  another.  So  with 
all  acute  affections,  and  the  various  measures  of  thera- 
peutics. The  power  which  renders  them  efficiently  cu- 
rative in  one  instance,  causes  their  operation  to  be  not 
less  destructive  in  another.  The  armamenteria  medica 
cannot  be.  wielded  without  effects  for  evil,  or  for  good. 
Success  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  therefore  depends 
entirely  on  the  judgment  of  the  practitioner  in  directing 
the  resources  of  the  art. 

The  advancement  made  in  practical  medicine  of  late 
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years,  consists,  in  a  great  measure,  in  the  greater  dis- 
crimination and  discretion  observed  in  the  employment 
of  active  remedies.  This  has  resulted  from  progress  in 
knowledge  of  pathology,  and  of  the  natural  msfrrry  of 
diseases,  together  with  a  better  understanding  of  what 
belongs  to  true  medical  experience.  It  is  not  a  correct 
inference  from  the  fact  of  bleeding,  and  other  potent 
agencies  being  less  employed  than  formerly,  that  their 
real  value  has  undergone  a  depreciation.  Their  use  has 
been  restricted  to  the  cases  in  which  they  may  be  re- 
sorted to  with  safety  and  advantage,  but,  thus  limited, 
their  efficacy  is  even  more  conspicuous  at  the  present 
moment  than  at  any  previous  period  in  the  history  of 
medicine.  The  contrast  in  the  modes  of  practice  pur- 
sued by  different  members  of  the  profession  is  more 
marked  in  the  discrimination  regulating  active  medi- 
cinal interference  than  in  any  other  point  of  view. 
There  is  a  class  of  practitioners  who  act  on  the  princi- 
ple that  every  malady  is  to  be  treated  by  vigorous 
means,  -which  are  to  be  diligently  applied  until  death 
or  recovery,  without  reference  to  the  self-limited  charac- 
ter or  intrinsic  tendency  to  a  favorable  issue  which  be- 
longs to  numerous  diseases.  Physicians  of  this  stamp 
generally  are  accustomed  also  to  direct  their  treatment 
after  stereotyped  rules,  applied  indiscriminately  to  all 
cases,  and  under  every  diversity  of  circumstances.  A 
patient  with  pneumonitis  must  be  bled  and  take  tartar 
emetic,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  so  with  other  mea- 
sures in  other  affections.  Thanks  to  the  progress  of 
science,  this  class  is  yearly  becoming  less  and  less,  and 
in  proportion  as  the  profession  is  pervaded  by  the  influ- 
ence of  more  rational  views  deduced  from  pathology 
and  confirmed  by  experience,  will  the  beneficent  effects 
of  our  art  be  enhanced,  and  its  character  rise  in  public 
estimation. 

It  has  been  customary  to  apply  the  phrase  heroic 
practice  to  boldness  in  the  use  of  remedial  agencies. 
The  expression  is  a  significant  and  just  one.  It  cer- 
tainly denotes  a  species  of  courage  to  meet  disease 
promptly,  and  vanquish  it  by  a  successful  onslaught. 
But  there  is  another  phase  of  heroism  in  medical  prac- 
tice, in  which  the  conduct  of  the  practitioner  claims  not 
less  our  admiration.  This  consists  in  the  boldness  of 
withstanding  the  temptations  from  within,  and  per- 
chance solicitations  from  without,  for  active  interference, 
whenever  the  indications  for  potent  remedies  are  not 
present,  notwithstanding  the  dangerous  condition  of  the 
patient,  knowing  that  unless  the  powerful  resources  of 
the  materia  medica  are  indicated,  they  cannot  fail  to  do 
harm.  This  kind  of  courage  is,  in  some  measure,  a 
characteristic  of  modern  medicine.  Jt  is  to  the  physi- 
cian what  "masterly  inactivity"  sometimes  is  to  the  mi- 
litary commander.  The  latter  is  less  attractive  and 
brilliant  than  feats  of  daring  which  only  require  a  physi- 
cal indifference  to  danger,  but  it  demands  more  science, 
greater  self-reliance,  and  often  denotes  the  truly  able 
tactitian. 


80 


THE  NEW-YORK 


pltsccll«nuou0  Ktcms. 


Dr.  John  Watson,  has  a  critical  and  practical  paper 
in  the  last  number  of  the  Medical  Times,  on  the  "newly 
devised  method  of  treating  strictures,"  by  Mr.  Syme  of 
Edinburgh,  which  merits  a  more  extended  notice  than 
we  can  find  space  for  at  present.  It  ought  to  prove  a 
corrective  for  the  bad  surgery,  so  common  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  frequent  disease.  The  same  journal  also 
contains  a  valuable  paper  by  Dr.  W.  C.  Anderson,  of 
Staten  Islan.l,  on  Diptherite,  in  contradistinction  from 
Trachitis,  with  cases  of  tracheotomy,  the  success  of 
which,  is  very  creditable  to  the  writer.  He  commends  the 
internal  use  of  Hepar  Sulphuris  in  grain  doses,  in  laryn- 
geal affections,  a  remedy  ascribed  to  Upholzer  of 
Vienna. 

The  rumored  appointment  of  Dr.  Trenor  to  the  de- 
partment of  Dental  Surgery  in  the  Crosby- st.  College, 
is  contradicted  by  authority  in  the  Medical  Times. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Stewart,  has  again  been  elected  Orator  of 
the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine,  his  absence  in  Europe 
having  prevented  his  fulfilling  his  appointment  last  year, 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  annual  oration  had  to  be 
dispensed  with,  there  being  no  alternate,  and  the  ma- 
terial to  make  orators  being  scarce  in  the  fraternity. 

The  class  in  attendance  at  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio,  have  unanimously  adopted  resolutions,  at  the 
close  of  the  late  session,  highly  complimentary  to  their 
new  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Dr.  H.  W.  Baxley,  declar- 
ing him  to  be  a  superior  Anatomist,  an  eloquent  lec- 
turer, a  true  lover  of  science,  and  an  accomplished  gen- 
tleman." From  our  long  acquaintance  with  Dr.  B.  we 
fully  concur  in  the  justice  of  this  estimate  of  his  cha- 
racter, and  honor  the  class  for  appreciating  their  able 
teacher. 

Dr.  Samuel  Jackson,  of  Northumberland,  has  lately 
read  a  paper  before  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society, 
in  favor  of  a  reorganization  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  assigning  very  plausible  reasons' there- 
for. He  predicts  delegations  to  Richmond  from  the 
Female  Medical  Colleges,  and  even  worse  phenomena. 
We  have  marked  extracts  for  our  next  number,  from 
this  able  pamphlet,  which  will  be  widely  circulated. 

Dr.  Drew,  of  Woburn,  Mass.  reports  the  birth  of 
triplets,  after  an  easy  parturition,  the  mother  and  her 
three  boys  were  doing  well  several  days  after. 

An  American  Medical  Society  has  been  formed  in 
Paris,  of  which  Dr.  A.  J.  Semmes,  is  Corresponding 
Secretary. 


[From  an  editorial  in  the  late  number  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Journal  of  Medicine,  we  insert  extracts, 
which  will  serve  to  show  how  certain  medical  dignita- 
ries are  regarded  abroad.  The  N.  Y.  Pathological  So- 
ciety will  by  and  by  appreciate  the  gentleness  of  our 


forbearance  in  the  kindly  admonitions,  which  we  ten- 
dered them  when  dealing  with  the  same  subject.] 
The  Case  of  Dr.  J.  K.  Rodgers. 

After  commenting  at  large  on  the  pamphlet  of  Dr. 
Hosack,  with  liberal  extracts  from  its  pages  the  editor 
says  : 

"Here  commences  a  history  which  must  make  the 
ears  of  every  one  tingle,  and  spread  the  deepest  hue  of 
shame  over  the  face  of  every  man  who  has  at  heart  an 
earnest  desire  for  the  honor  of  the  medical  profession, 
and  remembers  how  much  its  honor  is  in  the  keeping 
of  its  prominent  members. 

"The  first  thing  we  notice,  though  not  the  first  in 
order  of  occurrence,  is  the  statement  in  a  note,  that  Dr. 
H.  could  not  give  the  precise  quantities  of  medicine  or- 
dered by  the  attending  physicians,  because  he  was  un- 
able to  obtain  any  information  from  the  apothecary 
'  who  was  instructed  by  the  attending  physicians  to  ref  use 
to  give  me  a  copy  of  the  prescriptions'  Clearly  this  must 
have  been  after  the  post-mortem  examination  revealed 
the  real  disease,  and  the  attempt  was  made  in  this  man- 
ner to  conceal  improper  treatment.  Can  there  be  any 
occasion  for  us  to  comment  upon  such  an  unmanly 
course  ? 

"In  the  second  place,  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Rod- 
gers, the  attending  physicians  made  the  arrangements 
for  a  post-mortem  examination  without  giving  any  no- 
tice of  it  to  Dr.  Hosack.  He  was  informed  of  it,  how- 
ever, at  a  late  hour  from  another  source,  and  taking 
with  him  Dr.  Wilkes,  and  three  other  medical  friends, 
attended  af  the  appointed  time.  It  was  a  wise  precau- 
tion to  have  witnesses,  and  certainly  common  courtesy, 
if  nothing  more,  required  a  notice  of  the  time  of  exam- 
ination to  be  given  to  Dr.  II.  and  his  presence  should 
have  been  asked.  Can  it  be  that  these  gentlemen  dis- 
trusted their  diagnosis  after  the  fatal  termination,  and 
wished  to  make  the  examination  alone,  and  report  as 
they  thought  best?  It  seems  hardly  credible,  and  still 
there  is  no  other  explanation  which  can  be  put  upon  it. 
The  day  previous  to  Dr.  Rodgers'  death,  Dr.  Swett 
said  '  that  he  was  more  confirmed  than  ever  that  it  was 
bilious  remittent  fever.'  Why  then  should  not  Dr. 
Hosack  have  been  asked  to  attend  the  examination,  and 
thus  be  convinced  of  his  error.  It  is  very  doubtful  if 
the  precise  state  of  the  portal  system  would  have  been 
known  abroad,  had  not  Hosack  and  his  friends  been  pre- 
sent, because  it  would  then  have  been  easy  to  conceal 
it,  and  the  temptation  to  do  so  would  have  been  ex- 
ceeding strong." 

After  inserting  Dr.  Hosack 's  detail  of  the  course 
pursued  in  the  Pathological  Society,  and  especially  that 
adopted  by  Dr.  Alonzo  Clark,  the  editor  proceeds : 

"  Now  what  does  every  honest  man  say  to  this  ? 
Was  there  ever  a  more  astounding  revelation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  scientific  association  ?  We  have  always 
advocated  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  medical 
societies ;  but  either  they  are  not  formod  for  such  pur- 
poses, or  we  will  abandon  them  entirely.    Shall  such  a 
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society  be  perverted  from  its  legitimate  use — the  inves-  ! 
ligation  of  science — and  pass  votes  by  which  they  agree 
to  go  forth  and  contradict  statements  prejudicial  to  its 
members  in  order  to  sustain  them  ?  Dr.  Clark's  state- 
ments, as  to  the  frequency  of  the  occurrence  of  this 
disease,  its  obscure  symptoms,  and  its  incurability,  are 
all  erroneous,  and  it  is  strange  that  a  man  who  has 
been  so  constantly  occupied  in  pathological  investiga- 
tions, who  has  been  so  long  a  teacher  of  pathology, 
should  not  have  known  better.  There  is  an  apparent 
desire  on  the  part  of  this  association  to  sustain  each 
other,  right  or  wrong;  for  upon  no  other  ground  can 
these  proceedings,  be  accounted  for.  What  shall  be  said 
of  such  an  attempt,  whether  made  by  prominent  men  or  L 
by  those  less  distinguished  ?  An  association,  such  as 
we  suppose  this  to  be,  at  any  rate  such  as  by  its  name 
it  professes  to  be,  should  have  occupied  itself  with  the 
discussion  of  the  proper  treatment  of  this  disease,  and 
how  to  avoid  the  error  into  which  some  of  its  members 
had  fallen,  that  if  a  similar  case  occurred  in  their  prac- 
tice they  might  be  able  to  treat  it  more  skilfully.  In- 
stead of  this,  an  attempt  is  made  to  convince  the  public 
that  the  disease  is  very  rarely  met  with,  but  few  cases 
having  occurred,  and  that  if  it  had  been  recognized,  the  : 
result  must  have  been  fatal.  We  have  no  patience  with  j 
such  proceedings. 

"The  aim  of  every  medical  society  should  be  to  find  j 
out  the  truth,  and  to  aid  in  its  investigation,  and  to  op-  j 
pose  all  that  would  falsify  facts  or  give  a  coloring  to 
occurrences  other  than  the  true  one.    Some  of  the  mem-  : 
bers  of  the  'New-York  Pathological  Society'  have  de- 
parted from  this  course,  and  we  assure  them  that  the 
profession  cry  out  shame  against  them.    The  honest 
members  of  this  society  must  exceedingly  regret  these 
transactions,  for  they  suffer  in  some  measure  in  conse- 
quence of  them,  and  so  does  every  man  in  the  profes- 
sion.   Some  of  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  them  hold  i 
prominent  positions,  and  of  them  better  things  were  ex-  j 
pected.    They  have  lent  the  influence  of  their  position  | 
to  oppose  the  truth,  and  they  must  take  the  consequen- 
ces ;  and  we  can  tell  them  that  these  consequences  are  j 
not  trifling. 

"  In  conclusion,  a  word  to  our  readers.    We  have  I 
made  this  statement  of  the  case  of  Dr.  Rodgers,  and  j 
the  accompanying  remarks  upon  it,  in  consequence  of  ' 
no  friendship  for  any  one  connected  with  it.    We  know 
none  of  these  gentlemen ;  we  have  no  enmity  to  any  of 
them.    But  we  find  here  a  case  which  has  been  brought  \ 
prominently  before  the  profession,  and  as  a  journalist  j 
we  may  not  ignore  it.    It  is  unavoidable  that  we  should 
condemn,  or  by  our  silence  approve,  these  efforts  of  a  ; 
party  in  the  profession  to  sustain  each  other.  Could  Ave  J 
hesitate  which  to  do  1    Still  more  the  same  disposition  | 
to  sustain  friends  has  been  manifest  in  the  national  as-  ! 
sociation,  and  though  hitherto  it  bas  been  rebuked,  it  is 
one  of  the  sources  of  danger  to  the  usefulness  of  that 
body.    Here  we  have  an  exemplification  of  its  evils,  and 
one  that  must  warn  every  one  to  oppose  such  tendencies 


wherever  found.  And  it  has  been  due,  too,  to  the  pro- 
fession of  New- York.  Though  we  do  not  carry  the 
weight  of  some  of  our  contemporaries,  it  is  our  duty  to 
accomplish  all  that  lies  in  our  power  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  profession, — and  therefore  it  is  our  uuty  to 
say  to  those  engaged  in  such  transactions  as  we  have 
above  cited,  that  their  conduct  is  observed  and  disap- 
proved outside  of  the  walls  of  their  rooms,  and  beyond 
the  limits  of  their  city  ;  that  it  is  frowned  upon,  and  that 
they  will  be  held  strictly  accountable  for  the  disgrace 
they  have  brought  upon  their  profession." 


Notice. 

The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  will  be  held  at  Richmond,  Va.  on  Tuesday, 
May  4th,  1852. 

All  secretaries  of  societies,  and  of  other  bodies  en- 
titled to  representation  in  this  association,  are  requested 
to  forward  to  the  undersigned  correct  lists  of  their  re- 
spective delegations  as  soon  as  they  may  be  appointed. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Art.  II.  of  the 
constitution  : 

"  Each  local  society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  send- 
ing to  the  association  one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its 
regular  resident  members,  and  one  for  every  additional 
fraction  of  more  than  half  this  number.  The  faculty  of 
every  regularly  constituted  medical  college  or  chartered 
school  of  medicine  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending 
two  delegates.  The  professional  staff  of  every  chartered 
or  municipal  hospital  containing  a  hundred  inmates  or 
more,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  two  delegates; 
and  every  other  permanently  organized  medical  institu- 
tion of  good  standing  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending 
one  delegate." 

"  The  medical  press  of  the  United  States  is  respect- 
fully requested  to  copy.         P.  Claiborne  Gooch, 
One  of  the  Secretaries, 
Bank-street,  Richmond,  Va." 


A  Brazen  Homoeopath. 

To  the  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

Sir, — I  am  anxious  to  know  if  you  will  admit  me  to 
an  examination  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
and,  as  I  wish  to  act  honestly  and  fairly  to  you,  I  think 
it  best  to  state,  that  1  differ  from  the  views  of  the  Col- 
lege in  one  branch  of  the  examination — viz.  the  thera- 
peutical. However,  I  will  give  my  answer  to  any 
question  you  put  according  to  the  old  mode  of  healing 
disease,  and  at  the  same  time,  if  a'greeable  to  you,  state 
what  homoeopathists  consider  the  best  method  of  curing 
disease.  I  trust  the  fact  of  my  being  a  homceopathist, 
which  I  am  from  conviction  and  long  experience,  will 
not  prevent  you  from  granting  me  that  diploma  which 
I  am  desirous  of  obtaining.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
<fec.  &c. 

Reply. 

Sir,— The  foundation  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
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sicinns  was  for  the  purpose  of  guaranteeing  to. the  pub- 
lic skilful  and  safe  practitioners.  The  College  of  Phy- 
sicians regard  the  so-called  hoinceopathists  as  neither 
skilful  nor  safe  practitioners.  Therefore  the  College 
carmot,  without  betraying  a  sacred  trust,  give  its  license 
to  persons  whom  they  regard  as  wholly  unworthy  their 
confidence,  and  with  whom  it  is  not  possible  they  can 
hold  any  communion.  I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  J-  *S  Paris. 

Dublin  Medical  Pre99. 


Honors  of  Medical  Men. 

It  has  pleased  the  Queen  to  grant  permission  to 
Mr.  Owen,  the  distinguished  professor  of  Comparative 
Anatomy  at  the  College  of  Surgeons,  to  reside  in  one  of 
the  houses  on  Kew  Green  which  belonged  to  the  late 
King  of  Hanover.  The  gift  was  accompanied  by  a  very 
flattering  letter  from  Prince  Albert  to  the  professor. 
Another  of  the  houses  on  the  same  green  has,  we  under- 
stand, in  as  like  kindly  spirit,  been  presented  for  a  resi- 
dence during  life  to  Dr.  Joseph  Hooker.  We  have  also 
to  record  a  mark  of  royal  favor  bestowed  by  a  foreign 
sovereign  on  Professor  Owen.  Our  readers  know  that 
the  King  of  Prussia  instituted  some  time  since  an  Order 
of  Merit,  for  men  distinguished  in  art  and  in  science — 
and  which  consists  of  sixty  chevaliers,  thirty  Prussians 
and  thirty  foreigners.  Amongst  the  latter  was  the  late 
Professor  Oersted  ;  and  Professor  Owen  has  been  select- 
ed by  Frederick  William  to  supply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  his  death.  In  this  order  there  are  now  five 
Englishmen: — Mr.  R.  Brown,  Sir  David  Brewster,  Sir 
J.  Herschel,  Mr.  Faraday  and  Professor  Owen. 

London  Lancet. 


Local  Organization. 

The  close  approach  of  the  medical  convention  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  more  perfect  and  efficient  or- 
ganization of  the  state  society,  and  the  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  during  the  ensuing  week,  remind 
us  of  again  appealing  to  the  physicians  of  Virginia  to  be 
stirring  in  their  local  organization.  We  are  glad  to  know 
that  societies  are  being  formed  in  several  counties,  but 
in  others  the  matter  has  been  postponed,  and  we  take 
this  last  opportunity  of  saying  that  unless  they  are 
formed,  and  the  delegations  to  the  National  Association 
are  appointed  one  month  before  the  first  Tuesday  in  May, 
they  may  be  excluded  by  the  constitution  from  seats  in 
that  body. 

We  have  neither  space  not  time  to  dilate  upon  the 
importance  and  advantages  of  local  medical  societies. 
If  we  had  nothing  better  to  do,  and  were  able  to  make 
a  strong  appeal  to  this  purpose,  it  would  be  needless  ; 
for  there  are  none,  save  those  who  are  actuated  by 
miserable  selfish  motives  or  ignorant  obstinacy,  who  do 
not  fully  appreciate  the  necessity  of  such  associations. 


The  ranks  of  the  profession  are  now  being  filled  up  with 
men  of  all  grades  of  talents,  character  and  respectability. 
The  public  no  longer  respect  the  once  honorable  distinc- 
tion conferred  by  the  title  of  M.  D.  but  it  does  respect 
any  man  who  holds  a  position  with  his  own  confreres. 
Therefore  it  has  now  become  necessary  that  the  great 
fraternity  should  look  to  its  own  household,  and  take 
steps  to  protect  itself  and  keep  the  calling  from  disre- 
pute. Men  calling  themselves  physicians,  or  even  le- 
gally so  titled,  who  arc  disqualified  by  ignorance  or 
want  of  character,  may  succeed  in  making  money  and  a 
sort  of  standing  in  the  community;  but  they  bring  dis- 
credit upon  the  profession;  and  unless  we  repudiate 
them,  the  whole  body  must  be  judged  together.  Then 
the  only  means  that  the  respectable  portion  of  the  pro- 
fession has  of  protecting  itself,  is  by  association  and 
mutual  reliance.  A  well  regulated  society  of  physicians 
in  every  county  or  town  would  not  only  be  of  great 
value  to  each  member  of  it,  in  increasing  his  knowledge 
and  usefulness,  but  it  would  place  each  one  on  his  own 
proper  level,  and  give  the  whole  corps  that  influence 
and  standing  which  their  very  calling  renders  necessary 
and  proper.  The  community  at  large  can  only  be  pro- 
tected from  charlatanry  in  this  way. 

We  will  not  pursue  these  suggestions  further ;  in- 
deed we  may  be  accused  already  of  prolixity  or  folly 
for  this  homily  on  the  condition  of  medicine.  But  we 
are  fully  determined  to  talk  plainly  about  the  evils  ex- 
isting around  us,  and  to  raise  our  voice  in  favor  of  an 
advance  towards  their  removal.  In  the  constitution  of 
all  medical  societies  the  national  ethics  should  be  recog- 
nized and  enjoined,  and  e*very  member  should  be  c  m  oil- 
ed on  the  list  of  the  state  society,  which  should  also  be 
recognized  as  the  governing  body  for  the  state  at  large. 
Its  diploma  is  now  found  to  be  of  more  real  value  than 
that  of  the  colleges,  whenever  it  is  presented  among 
strangers.  This  is  right,  for  it  is  a  testimonial  of  the 
good  standing  of  the  bearer  among  his  brethren  where 
he  is  known  and  respected,  while  that  of  M.  D.  really 
means  nothing,.and  is  very  often  found  in  the  possession 
of  men  who  have  no  symptom  of  a  right  to  it.  It  is 
irrevocable  when  given  by  a  college — the  made  doctor 
makes  no  pledge  either  to  support  its  reputation,  or  to 
hold  himself  amenable  to  anybody  for  its  disgrace.  He 
may  turn  open  quack  the  day  after  he  receives  it,  but 
nothing  can  deprive  him  of  "  all  the  immunities,  privi- 
leges and  honors"  conferred  with  it. 

These  things  require  an  attention  which  they  have 
not  received,  and  we  throw  out  these  suggestions  in  order 
merely  to  draw  attention  to  the  great  necessity  of  start- 
ing the  medical  societies  through  the  state  in  a  right  way. 
It  is  as  they  are  organized  how  they  succeed  in  their 
usefulness  and  efficiency.  From  the  spirit  now  abroad, 
and  the  high  tone  of  the  Virginia  medical  practitioners, 
we  have  no  doubt  but  that  very  soon  the  local  and 
general  organization  will  be  as  perfect  in  our  good  old 
state  as  it  is  in  any  other  in  the  Union.  stethoscope. 
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Colleges   of  New- York. 

The  annual  commencements  of  our  Medical  Schools 
have  been  held  during  the  past  week.  We  have  only 
space  in  this  number  for  the  result : 

University  of  New- York, 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
K  Y.  Medical  College, 
'f~  By  comparing  these  with  the  reports  of  the  previous 
year,  the  relative  proportion  of  the  classes  at  the  late 
session  may  be  inferred. 


98  graduate 
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DR.  SWETT 

•  wi  3  pri  i  H  p1*^^  i  2  A  3  ft 
DISEASES  OF  TIB  CHEST. 


D.  APPLETON  &  CO  will  publish  early  in  February,  A  TREATISE 
i  ON  THE  DISEASES  OR  THE  CHEST,  being  a  Course  of  Lectures 
i  delivered  at  the  New-York  Hospital,  by  John  A.  Swett,  M.J).  Physician  to 
I   the  New-York  Hospital,  formerly  President  of  the  New- York  Pathological 


Society. 


vol.  8vo. 


THE  CHEAPEST  AND  BEST  OF  ALL  THE  REPRINTS. 

Price  only  Sl-50  per  annum.  By  Mail,  Postage  prepaid,  $2  per  annum. 
No.  14,  for  January,  now  ready. 

Ranking-'s  Salf-lfearly  Abstract 


MEDICAL  SCIENCES. 

Being  a  Practical  and  Analytical  Digest  of  the  Contents  of  the  Principal 
British  and  Continental  Medical  Works  published  in  the  preceding  six 
months.    , .-  . 

Together  with  a  Series  of  Critical  Reports  on  the  Progress  of  Medicine 
and  the  Collateral  Sciences  during  the  same  period.    Edited  by 

W.  H.  RANKING,  Cantab., 

PHYSICIAN  TO  THE  NORFOLK  AMD  NORWICH  HOSPITALS. 

Apparatu  nobis  opus  est,  et  rebus  exquisitis  undiquc  et  collectis,  arces- 
(ius,  comportatis. — CiCE&o. 

NUMBER  14,  FOR  JANUARY,  1853. 
'contents. 

Fart  L    Practical  Medicine,  Pathology  and  Therapeutic*. 
8ec.  1.  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System, 


Respiratory  Organs, 
Circulatory  System,  . 
Chylopoitic  do. 
.  Genito-Urinary  System,  . 
Skin  and  Cellular,  Tissue, 


8  articles. 
10  do. 


Part  It. — Surgery. 
Sec  1.  Symptomatology  and  Diagnosis  of  Surgical  Diseases, 

2.  Nature  and  Causes  of  Surgical  Diseases,  . 

3.  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Surgical  Diseases, 

4.  New  Surgical  Appliances  

5.  Rare  Surgical  Cases,       .      .  . 

Part  III.  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Childn 
Sec.  1.    Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women, 

■2.   Diseases  of  Children  


articles 

do. 
do. 
do. 


I        The  above  Treatise  is  intended  to  embrace  nil  the  well.established  prac- 
al  facts  in  relation  to  the  important  class  of  diseases  which  it  treats. 


CHXiOB.OFOB.ItX. 

PURE. 

Much  of  the  Chloroform  of  Commerce  being  very  impure,  and  its  usa 

having  in  some  cases  been  attended  with  unpleasant  consequences,  we 
have  been  repeatedly  urged  to  make  some,  at  our  Laboratory,  of  a 
quality  superior  to  that  generally  for  sale  in  this  market.  We  would 
therefore  inform  the  Medical  Profession  that  we  have  prepared  an  article, 
the  purity  of  which  can  be  implicitly  relied  on. 

NITRATE  OF  SILVER 

Can  also  toe  obtained  of  us,  PERFECTLY  PURE,  either  in  sticks  or 

crystals,  manufactured  at  our  Laboratory 

IWORPHIIVE. 

Our  Morphine  having  acquired  a  reputation  superior  to  any  other, 
those  who  have  occasion  to  use  the  article,  will  be  satisfied  of  its  excel 
lence  by  giving  it  a  trial. 


WE  ALSO  PREPARE  THE 

SYRUP  OF  IODIDE  OF  IRON, 

Now  60  hfghly  esteemed  as  a  remedy  in  Scrofulous  complaints.  These 
articles  (which  it  is-  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  physicians  to  have  of 
reliable  quality,)  are,  with  our  other  preparations,  offered  to  the  notice  of 
those  desiring 

PURE  DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS, 


do. 


14  articles. 
7  do. 


REPORTS  ON  THE  PROGRESS  OF  MEDICAL  SCIENCE. 
Art  1.  Report  on  Practical  Medicine,  Pathology,  and  Therapeutics,  42  pages. 

2.  Report  on  the  Progress  of  Surgery  34  do. 

3.  Report  on  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 

Children,   37  do. 

Transactions  of  various  Medical  Societies  in  reference  to  Quackery. 
Bibliographical  Record.  Index  to  Number  14,  and  a  number  of  Illustra. 
tions  on  Wood. 
i  Also  Vol.  7  Bound  in  Leather. 

This  valuable  reprint  is  now  the  Cheapest  of  an  the  Medical  Periodi- 
cals published  in  this  country,  and  probably  in  the  world.  It  is  very  com- 
prehensive, as  a  reference  to  the  above  table  of  contents  of  the  present 
number  will  snow.  It  has  also  received  the  almost  universal  commenda- 
tion of  the  Press  and  of  the  Medical  Profession. 

Sets  of  the  WoTk  from  Numbers  3  to  14  will  be  furnished  at  75  cents 
per  number,  and  forwarded  by  mail  free  of  postage,  or  otherwise  de- 
livered as  directed,  payment  being  made  in  advance. 

Complete  Sets,  handsomely  bound  in  leather,  can  also  be  furnished 
through  any  books uHt^'risi  uatjjt  id  \i  mLt  bht  ^ottrt 


SUPERIOR  EXTRACTS, 

tfrhr-.  fi  M^m  in  ,^nat-r>j,<  r«*Fvuii  a*  314.1  ss^aauiA  Ti»«Vrri 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES,  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists, 

107  Water-street,  Kew-Torlt. 


s  o  u  s  s  o , 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  the 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PURE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesals  and  retail,  at  581  Broadway,  250  4th  Avenue,  and 
3  Park  Row. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


KIERSTED'S 
B  REAST  OINTMENT. 

The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  M  dicine, 
throughout  the  United  '.States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  o 
AGUE,  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OB  TUMOBS  FBOM  ANY  OTHEB  CAUSE,  FOR 
LFRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OB  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,   BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 
vTl iT'*"-       ov'-iW  rf^e?iB.'1a^o?■?-,"  o^tff  "f 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 
or  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  all  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  ULCERS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  6end  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address.^ 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  529  Broadway, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New-York.) 

*„*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New- York ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 
JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  N.  J. 
R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristown,  N.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HA1GHT,  Stamford,  Ct.  and 
S.  SAWYER,  134  Lake-st.  Chicago,  111. 


A.  B.  &,    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW- YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles.  Fancy  Sonpsf  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware,  Halters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 
Roots, 

COD-LIVER  OIL, 

ogetherwith  every  Ariiclccoinprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

Eflffi  OF  OPIUM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drug 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  tlio  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  bad  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  tfC.  IfC. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera- 
ion  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  hendaeh, 

A'or  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  general  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  otherOpiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  mid  that  in  an  artificial  tluie  of 
combination  too.  produce  all  the  characterise  effects  of  so  triumphant  a 
remedy,  when  Inur  or  five  of  its  other  valuable  principles  arc  excluded. 

.  In  its  ettecls,  the  Elixir  is  morechara-teiistic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  And  as  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeteriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  lalier  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  be 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainly  of  obtaining  nil  their  saluiaiy  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  ituportai.t  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
wilh  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  tho  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agem  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  <fc  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7, 18(6. 

Gentlemen,— 1  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engugi-ments  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn  s  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  1  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  cd  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  no  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  either  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  in.  idem  to  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  iihich  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
stale  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  hours 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  with  a  complete  suspension  of  cen-orial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes  ;  but  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMurn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  1  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeliug 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti  emetic  it  is  invaln- 
uable.  1  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  in  use  for  particular  conditions.      Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.D. 

XT  NOTICE. — A.  B.  &  D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun-, 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  If  41,  anJ  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during  that 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consumers  that  no  Elixir  of  Opium 
will  hereafter  be  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper,  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  A.  B.  D.  Sands,  WholesaleDruggists,  141  William-street,  corner  of 
Fulton,  New-York.  Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch'  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  succtss  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  'yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  thatjrtfre  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  potcdertd  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  garni  and  roots,  are  ecarcojy  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  th§ 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  medica.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  &c.  &c.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb,Soda, 
&c  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instance  more  than  half )  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  tbe  American  market. 

It  seems  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rest* 
for  this  state  of  things.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New- York  Express  newspaper,  they  say  : 

"The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im. 
posed  upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
in  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  SI.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  80  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  seli  for,  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  less  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apothecary,  win  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  cheapness,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on,  and  that  is,  that  it  shall  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  pure  chemical*  is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  are  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
are  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

PURE  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  )b  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
in  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDRO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS 

are  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vaccum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  uuiu- 
jured,  and  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
in  common  use,  and  which  are  nufficieat  evidence  of  their  supe- 
riority 


Extract  of  Hops, 
"  Jalap, 


Lupuline, 
Nux  Vomica, 
Piukroot, 
Quassia, 
Rhubarb, 
Sarsaparilla 

"  Compound, 
Para    "  Alcoholic, 
Hon.  " 
Stramonium. 

Seeds, 
English  Valerias, 
Dutch  " 


Among  them  are- 
Extract  of  Belladonna, 

"  Butternut, 

"  Buchu, 

"  Bloodroot, 

"  Conium, 

"  "  Seeds, 

"  "  German, 

"  Chamomile, 

"  Colocyntb,  Ordinary, 

"  "  Opt. 

"  Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 

'*  "  Inspissated, 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Gentian,  Opt. 

"  "  Ordinary, 

"  Hyosciamus, 

It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plants,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  Sec.  &c. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  &c. 
all  the  actire  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  we 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  Sec.  &c;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  Americau  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  various 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  when- 
ever known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  tbe  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  iu  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  the 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  Scliieffelio,  Haiues  k  Co. 
Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New- York. 


OUR  CHEMICAL  FACTORY 

(KNOWN  AS  THE  BELLEMONT  LABORATORY) 

is  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  H.  CURRIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Anti'monv  Tartrate,  Crystals,  I 

PulT. 

Ammonia,  Aqua, 

"        Liquor  Fort 
Ammoniated  Alcohol, 

«  *  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitras, 

"       "  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
.<      u  u  pun 

"    Sulphas,  Pure, 

"  Essiccat 
Iodide,  Arsenic 
"  Lead, 
•'        "  Crystals, 
"  Iron, 
"       "  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

- "        "      "  Crystals, 
"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals  differ  in  appearance  from  the  che- 
micals of  commeroe,  as  well  as  in  their  valuable  prop4rtits,  and 


Morphine,  Acetate, 
Granville's  Lotion, 
Oil  Copaiva, 
Oil  Cubebs, 
Collodion,  1  oz.  vials, 
Precipitated  Chalk, 
Prassic  Acid, 
Potassa  Nitras,  Pure, 
Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 
Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 
Sulphuret  Potassa, 
Vallet's  Ferruginous  Mast. 
Zinci  Acetas, 
Zinci  Sulphas, 
Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Lsbarraqmj, 

Confection  Roses, 
Confection  Senna, 
Blue  PiU  Mass, 
L'ng  MercuriaL 


A  DVERTISE  M  ENTS, 


bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article  ; 
while  those  usually  sold  are  in  the  powdered  state,  in  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  in  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 
gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  tho  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  trus  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  in  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parls,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
verizing Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  in  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammony,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  Medicines"  not  only 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  unpowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  confidence  that 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  dru^s  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  from  being  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and  also  in  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
sent  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  the  "  Extra 
Medicines  "  of 

Philip  Schieffelin,  Haines'  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New-York. 

In  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  we 
have  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  vn 
our  own  premises. 


EXTKA  -POWDEKS. 


.  Hyosciamus, 

Ipecac,  without  the  woody 
centre, 

Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover's 

Powders,) 
Jalap, 

Kino,  True, 
Lobelia, 

Seeds, 
Mandrake, 
Marsh  Rosemary, 
Mace, 
Mezereon, 
Nux  Vomica, 
Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 
Nutmegs, 
Nuti-alls, 
Opium,  Turkey, 
Orange  Peel, 
Orris  Root, 

Pepper,  Cayenne,  Ainer. 

Black, 
Peruvian  Bark,  Loxa, 
Red, 

"  Calisaya, 
Prickly  Ash  Bark, 
Pink  Root, 
Pleurisy  Root, 
Rhubarb,  Turkey, 

"       East  India, 
Rhatany  Root, 
Sarsaparilla,  Para, 
Sage, 

Summer  Savory, 
Sweet  Marjoram, 
Sabina, 
Senna,  Alex. 
Seneka  Root, 

Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 

"  Virgin, 

"  "    1  oz.  vials. 

Snakeroot,  Virginia 
Squills, 

Sulphate  Copper, 
"  Potass, 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P. 
Pulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Alum, 

"  Allspice, 

"  Aloes,  Cape, 

"      "  Socot, 

"  Assafcetida, 

"  Antimony,  Jlef.  Blk  Sulph. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

*•  Aniseeds, 

"  Bayberry  Bark, 

"  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root, 

"  Bitter  Root, 

*'  Black  Root, 

"  Borax, 

"  Buchu, 

"  Caraway  Seeds, 

"  Cantharides, 

•'  Canella  Alba, 

"  Cardanion,  (Seeds  only,) 

"  Cicuta, 

u  Cranesbill, 

"  Cloves, 

"  Cinnamon,  ordinary, 
"         "  Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  -Columbo, 

"  Colchicum  Roo 
"         "  Seed, 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs, 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 

"      "     1  oz.  vials, 

"  Ext.  Colocynth,  C'd. 
"      "    Licorice,  Calab. 

"  Fcenugrek  Seed, 

"  Gentian  Root, 

"  Ginger,  Jamaica, 

•'  Golden  Seal, 

"  Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 

"  Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 

"  Gamboge,  , 

"  Mastieh, 

"  Myrrh, 

"  Tragacanth, 

"  Hellebore,  white, 

Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  tut  up  in  V4  and  VS  pound  bottles,  at  10  cents  per  pound 

ADVANCE. 

As  many  of  the  Gums,  &c.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, 
Aloes,  Assafcetida,  &c.  &c.  they  are  very  liable  to  run  together  and  become 
solid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  Jpith  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  &.c.  <fcc.  Some  roots  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  Sec.  Szc.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powders  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  solid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  replace  them  with  others  that  are 
freshly  powdered. 

The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  ns  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
pure  when,  ordered  in  bulk. 

The  value  of  this  oil,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseases,  is  no  longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  .guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to  be  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  Aid  consumer  of  medicine, 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— In  addition  to  the  Extra  Medicines,  we  also  keep  a 
large  and  well-assorted  stock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  other  Liquids  we  obtain  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub* 
mined  to  every  known  test  for  impurities*-,  ajid  we  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
of  Drugs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  such  that  we  can  offer  inducement! 
to  dealers,  which  must  influence  all  who  not  only  like  to  have  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  have  goods  that  are  what  they  pub- 
port  to  be,  and  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES  &  CO. 
Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists,  New-York. 
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THE  SPRING  AND  SUMMER  COURSE  OF  LEC- 
TURES will  commence  ou  Monday,  April  5th,  and  continue 
until  the  end  of  August. 

On  the  OPER  ATIVE  SURGERY  of  the  Male  and  Female 
Pelvis,  including  also  Syphilis  and  the  diseases  of  the  genito- 
urinary orgaus,  by  • 

J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  D. 
On  Toxicology  with  practical  illustrations,  by 
R.   O.   DOREMUS,  M.  D. 
Ou  the  Organic  Diseases  of  Females,  by 
B.  F.  BARKER,  M.  D. 

Medical  Clinique  on  Monday,  by  Professor  Green. 
Medical  Clinique  on  Tuesday,  by  Professor  Barker. 
Surgical  Clinique  on  Thursday,  by  Professor  Carnochan. 
General  and  Syphilitic  Clinique  nt  the  Emigrants'  Hospital,  on 
Saturday,  by  Professor  Carnochan. 

The  Dissecting  rooms,  with  abundance  of  materiel,  will  be  : 
open  until  the  first  of  May. 

Lectures  on  General  and  Microscopical  Anatomy,  with  de-  j 
monstratious  by 

D.  S.  CON  ANT,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy.  j 

R.  O.  DOREMUS, 

Secretary  of  the  Faculty.  { 


POLICIES  INDISPUTABLE, 

EXCEPT  ON  THE  GEOUND  OF  FEAUD. 


l.MTEi)  STATES  LIFE  IMTIAME  COMPANY, 

IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK. 
OFFICE,    No.    27  WALL-STREET. 

PAID  UP  CASH  CAPITAL,  $100,000, 

IN  ADDITION    TO    THE    ACCUMULATED  PREMIUMS. 

This  Company  makes  every  insurance  appertaining  to  or  connected 
with  Life  Risks. 

Persons  insuring  on  the  mutual  principle,  for  three  successive  years, 
receive  tour-fifths  of  all  the  profits  uf  the  mutual  department,  and  four- 
fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  business  transacted  on  the  joint-stock 
principle. 

Tables  are  framed  for  Insurances  in  different  forms,  Annuities  and 
Endowments,  so  as  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  all. 
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Residence  88  Ninth-street 
At  the  office  of  the  Company  daily,  from  1  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

C  P  C  VMMANN.  M.  D.  Consulting  Physician. 
EDGAR  S.  VANW1NKLE,  Counsel. 
Prospectuses  containing  very  full  tables,  forms  ot  proposal,  and  every 
other  information  will  be'forwnrded  on  application  at  Ae  office  of  the 
Company,  No.  27  WALL-STREET,  NEtt  -  YORK 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


tie  mi  mmm 

OR 

THE   CONCENTRATED   EXTRACT  OF  BEEF, 

COMBINED  WITH  FLOUR, 
Invented   and  Manufactured  in  Texas, 
By  GAIL  BORDEN,  Jun. 

Secured  by  Patent  in  tho  United  Stales  aud  in  England. 

This  new  article,  forms  the  most  portable,  convenient 
and  useful  diet,  ever  offered  to  the  public.  The  "  Council 
IVEedal "  was  awarded  to  the  inventer  at  the  Great  Ex- 
hibition in  Loudon;  thus  showing  the  appreciation  there  had  of 
its  merits,  after  a  most  thorough  examination  by  the  distinguished 

Jury,  and  the  analysis  by  Dr.  Iiyon  Flayfair,  P.  R.  S. 

to  whose  report,  reference  may  be  made. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Bailey  United  States  special  Inspector  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  and  Dr.  Joseph  XI.  Chilton  Chem- 
ist of  New- York,  have  also  attested  to  the  excellence  of  the  Meat 
Biscuit. 

The  Gold  Medal  of  the  American  Institute,  has 

also  been  awarded  "  for  this  new  and  valuable  article,"  as  well  as 
for  "  Pure  Beef  Iiard  "  produced  in  its  manufacture.  The 
Meat  Biscuit  is  eminently  adapted 

For  Travellers  by  sea  and  laud. 

Por  the  Marine  Service  generally.  The  health  of 
seamen  would  be  preserved,  and  their  comfort  increased  by  the 
use  of  it.  Having  the  quality  of  meat  fresh  from  the  slaughter, 
it  would  doubtless  prove  anti-scorbutic  ;  and  with  the  sailors'  salt 
provision,  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

For  Dispeptics,  Invalids  and  Convalescents, 

it  is  peculiarly  suitable,  from  its  easy  digestibility,  and  highly  nu- 
tritious properties.  It  is  entirely  free  from  fat,  salt  or  other  con- 
diment, or  antiseptic  whatever. 

For  Family  Use,  and  in  all  circumstances  where  fresh 
meat  is  wanted,  the  Meat  Biscuit  will  be  found  most  useful  and 
economical. 

It  can  be  readily  prepared  for  use  as  a  Soup,  Pudding,  Sauce 
and  Miuce  Pie.  C  ne  pound  contains  the  nutriment  or  essence 
of  five  pounds  of  the  best  fresh  beef.  One  Ounce  will  make  a 
pint  of  rich  nutritious  soup  ;  and  for  a  Mince  Pie  only  two  ounc- 
es, to  every  pound  of  fruit. 

The  Prese a vati v e  qualities  of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been 
tested,  both  by  sea  and  land,  for  more  than  twenty  months  past. 
It  has  been  carried  to  California  across  the  plains,  and  by  Cape 
Horn, — to  Cauton  and  the  Arctic  seas,  and  back  again  ;  and  a 
canister  has  also  made  seven  consecutive  voyages  between  Gal- 
veston and  New-York,  all  remaining  in  a  perfectly  sound  state, 
as  when  first  manufactured. 

Numerous  and  high  testimonials  pf  the  value  and  excellence 
of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been  received  by  the  inventor.  Lo- 
renzo Sherwood,  Esq.  formerly  of  New- York,  now  resident  at  Gal- 
veston, the  place  of  manufacture,  testifies  "to the  great  care  and 
cleanliness  observed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Meat  Biscuit." 
He  says,  "  I  can  give  the  assurance  that  greater  cleanliness  could 
uot  possibly  be  observed,  while  only  the  best  quality  of  beef  and 
flour  that  can  be  obtained,  is  made  use  of." 

Sold  by 

J.  H.  Brower  &Co.  Sole  agents  in  New-York,  45  South  St. 
where  the  Inventor  may  be  addressed. 
Aleo  Sold  by 
Wade  &  Osborne,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hamlin  &.  Perkins,  New  Bedford  Centre-st. 
Peirce  &  Bacon,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wm.  Bollaert,  London,  2  St  Peters  Alley,  Cornhill. 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 


We  invite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

TOILET  JLREICLBS 
PERFUMERY. 

P™g?'ste  wiil  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  assortment  of 
COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before  purchasing  e  lsewhere. 

A.  «fc  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  N.  Y. 


THE    HEPHAIiXA   FOB,   THE  HAIR, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing,  and 
it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  diesatW'uction  in  any  one  instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to  those  who 
have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restoratives,  says  : — "  For  the  sake  of 
such,  we  mention  that  A.  &,  J.  Ramsey's  Kephalia  is  what  it  profesees 
to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthening  and  beautifying  the  Ilair- 
and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  perfume  is  undeniably  fragrant  and  plea- 
sant. We  have  the  testimony  of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly 
for  many  years,  and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now 
add  that  of  one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its 
real  excellence." 

Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New- York. 


Made  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  25  Maiden  Lane,  New-York,  is 
universally  acknowledged  to  bo  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept  by  all  re- 
spectable Druggists. 


^VEGETABLE    PEARL  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the  Com- 
plexion ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a  beautiful  and 
transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  preparations 
made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by 

A.  &  J  RAMSEY, 

25  Maiden  Lane,  New- York. 


WITH0UT   SMELL  OE  TASTE. 

Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  thebeausin  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection. Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
whicli  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unpli 
sant  to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
pearance, it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
veral of  the  new  and  valuable  remedies  recently  announced  of  which  we 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz. :— The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tupe 
Worm  i  Hydroferro  Cyanate  .of  Potash  and  Urea ;  the  new  Febrifuge! 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  Iron,  &c.  &c. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles 
ing  to  their  line  of  business. 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer 
Other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 
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Professional  Advertisements  will  be  inserted 
at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

Single  insertion,  for  a  column,  $5. 

"       "       12  lines  or  less,  $1. 
Annual  advertisers,  for  a  column,  $10  per  quarter. 

"  "        12  lines  or  less,  $5.    "  " 

Smaller  advertisements  in  proportion. 
Medical  Colleges,  Lectures,  &c.  will  be  charged  at 
the  annual  rates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inser- 
tions, whether  more  or  less  than  a  quarter. 

Subscription. — The  price  of  this  journal  is  $1  per 
annum,  which  must  be  paid  in  advance.  Single  num- 
bers, 10  cents.    Extra  copies,  $5  per  hundred. 

Subscriptions,  Advertisements,  Books  for  Review, 
and  all  Communications,  may  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  No.  lib  Broadway,  free  of  charge. 

Take  Notice. 

The  1st  and  2nd  volumes  of  the  New-York  Medical 
Gazette  for  1850  and  1851,  can  now  be  had,  neatly 
bound  and  lettered,  by  enclosing  three  dollars  to  the 
editor,  which  will  enable  new  subscribers  to  secure  a 
complete  series  from  the  beginning.  Early  application 
will  be  necessary,  as  the  few  on  hand  will  be  speedily 
disposed  of. 

Our  Independence.* 

Some  of  our  correspondents  seem  to  misapprehend 
the  "independence"  claimed  for  this  Journal.  True  it 
is,  and  ever  will  be,  independent  of  any  clique,  party,  or 
college,  and  hence  without  fear  or  favor  will  discuss  the 
merits  of  all,  weighing  their  pretensions  in  the  scales  of 
equal  and  exact  justice.  But  no  independence  of  the 
profession  as  a  whole,  has  ever  been  professed  or  sought, 
but  on  the  contrary,  this  paper  is  committed  to  the 
true  and  legitimate  interests  of  ^he  fraternity,  without 
respect  of  persons.  Nor  do  we  profess  or  desire  inde- 
pendence from  the  restraints  of  that  honor  and  manli- 
ness, good  fellowship  and  good  breeding,  which  should 
ever  characterize  our  noble  calling.  Hence  we  refuse  as 
heretofore,  all  anonymous  personalities,  of  which  many 
are  sent  us,  for,  when  any  article  is  worth  publishing,  if 
it  is  of  local  or  individual  application,  the  party  con- 
cerned as  well  as  our  readers  have  a  right  to  know  the 
author.  When  we  deviate  from  this  rule,  the  name  of 
the  writer  is  with  us,  and  the  responsibility  is  ours. 


Our  independence  is  none  other  than  this.  We  pub- 
lish what  we  please,  believing  it  to  be  true,  just,  and 
expedient  in  view  of  our  relations  to  our  readers,  and 
their  ciaims  on  our  columns.  They  may  differ  with  us 
in  opinion  on  any  subject,  and  if  they  cannot  allow  us 
to  differ  from  them,  they  "will  withdraw  their  subscrip- 
tions, and  withhold  their  advertisements,  nor  will  they 
thus  ever  subject  themselves,  to  a  single  word  of  criti- 
cism or  animadversion,  beyond  what  they  would  receive 
if  they  were  among  our  most  liberal  patrons.  If  any 
body  therefore,  has  hoped  to  bribe  us  into  connivance 
at  their  quackeries,  by  patronizing  this  paper,  or  to 
modify  our  criticisms  on  their  wrong-doing  by  such 
patronage,  we  point  them  to  the  past  history  and  course 
of  this  Journal  for  a  salutary  lesson. 

We  are  set  for  the  defence  of  the  profession  proper, 
who  sustain  us  in  rebuking  quackery  within  or  without 
our  ranks,  and  not  sparing  medical  "  iniquity  in  high 
places,"  when  the  common  weal  is  jeoparded.  If  we 
err  in  judgment,  as  who  may  not  1  we  shall  make  haste 
at  reparation,  adopting  the  maxim  that  "  it  is  better  to 
suffer  wrong,  than  to  do  wrong."  Our  columns  are 
open  to  criticisms  upon  ourselves,  for  we  claim  no  in- 
fallibility. 

Our  subscribers  pay  their  dollar  annually  in  advance, 
because  they  receive  a  quid  pro  quo,  the  worth  of  their 
money,  else  they  will  cease  to  patronize  the  paper.  And 
all  who  advertise,  do  so  because  they  judge  it  is  to  be 
their  interest  to  have  intercourse  with  our  subscribers, 
and  we  honor  their  judgment.  When  they  think  dif- 
ferently, they  signify  it  by  withdrawing  their  patronage, 
and  nobody  complains.  This  is  the  extent  of  our  obli- 
gations to  them  and  of  theirs  to  us.  And  we  ask  no 
man's  patronage  in  any  respect,  who  is  not  prompted 
alike  by  his  inclination  and  his  interest,  nor  who  does 
not  consciously  receive  an  equivalent  for  his  money. 
We  value  liberty  of  speech,  and  the  liberty  of  the  press 
too  highly  to  be  influenced  by  the  wealth  or  power  of 
any  clique  in  the  profession  to  surrender  our  indepen- 
dence in  exchange  for  their  favor  or  patronage.  Our 
readers  will  understand  that  there  is  reason  for  inflict- 
ing upon  them  this  homily. 


To  Correspondents. 
Dr.  Wardel's  cases  of  Ovarian  Dropsy,  and  Tho- 
racic effusion,  will  receive  attention  in  our  next  number. 
He  has  our  thanks. 
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"Legitimate"  will  find  his  letter  returned  through 
the  P.  O.  This  anonymous  assassin  of  the  fair  fame 
of  one  of  our  medical  dignitaries  is  informed  that  no 
amount  of  hostility  or  provocation  could  "atone  tor  the 
vindictiveness  of  which  he  is  guilty,  and  of  which  he 
seeks  to  make  us  particeps  criminis.  He  does  not  know 
us,  or  he  would  have  sent  his  missive  elsewhere.  We 
really  feel  humiliated  by  its  receipt,  for  it  seems  to  im- 
ply that  he  thought  us  capable  of  thus  seeking  revenge 
for  private  wrongs  however  malignant,  by  striking  a 
blow  against  an  enemy,  which  would  inflict  a  wound 
upon  innocent  parties.  In  such  a  case  it  is,  that  "  the 
greater  the  truth,  the  greater  the  libel." 


New-York  County  Medical  Society. 

This  body  has  appointed  a  delegation  to  the  annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  be 
held  in  Richmond,  Va.  in  May  next.  Dr.  Rockwell, 
President  of  the  Society,  is  the  Chairman  of  the  delega- 
tion, which  numbers  twenty-five.  We  shall  publish  the 
names  in  our  next. 


Personal. 

The  editor  of  the  New-York  Medical  Gazette  takes 
occasion  to  acquaint  the  friends  and  patrons  of  this 
journal  that  the  earnest  good  wishes  expressed  to  him 
daily  from  so  many  correspondents,  are  highly  appre- 
ciated. The  success  of  the  paper,  and  the  increasing 
extent  of  its  circulation,  as  well  as  the  warm  approval 
of  its  conduct  in  all  respects,  from  so  numerous  sources, 
he  assures  them  are  not  undervalued. 

Already  we  have  a  larger  subscription  in  the  city 
and  state  of  New-York,  than  has  ever  before  been  ac- 
quired by  any  medical  journal  issued  in  New-York  ;  and 
this  without  any  other  effort  than  the  voluntary  exer- 
tions of  a  few  friends,  beyond  mailing  an  occasional 
extra  number.  The  Gazette  has  now  paying  subscri- 
bers scattered  over  26  States  of  this  Union,  so  that  it 
circulates  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  California.  Every 
mail  brings  us  new  subscribers,  who  find  it  easy  to  en- 
close a  gold  dollar  which  pays  for  the  year,  and  many 
of  whom  send  for  the  back  numbers  from  the  beginning, 
now  including  fifty-five  numbers,  and  thus  far  we  have 
been  able  to  supply  them. 

Circulating  so  extensively,  and  almost  wholly  among 
physicians,  and  those  of  kindred  professions,  Dentists, 
Apothecaries,  and  Medical  Students,  it  is  obviously  an 
eligible  medium  for  advertisements,  which  it  will  be 
seen  are  inserted  at  very  moderate  rates.  Such  patron- 
age is  very  respectfully  solicited,  as  it  is  only  by  such, 
that  the  paper  can  be  afforded  at  its  present  low  rate, 
and  to  an  increase  of  advertisements  we  look  to  enable 
us  to  enlarge  the  paper  without  raising  its  price.  This 
we  hope  to  do  shortly,  for  at  present,  as  heretofore,  we 
are  favored  with  as  many  advertisements  as  wc  can 
possibly  find  room  for,  without  enlarging  beyond  out- 
present  size. 


The  suggestions  we  have  received  from  numerous 
friends,  to  double  the  size  and  price  of  the  paper,  and 
to  issue  it  monthly  instead  of  bi-weekly,  are  under  con- 
sideration for  the  fourth  volume,  which  begins  in  Janu- 
ary next.  Neither  change  is  practicable  this  year, 
though  wc  sadly  need  more  room  than  our  contracted 
limits  afford.  The  views  of  our  distant  patrons  are 
solicited,  when  remitting  the  amount  of  their  subscrip- 
tions. 

We  have  on  hand  a  number  of  communications, 
reports  of  cases,  ciiticisms,  Arc.  which  arc  unavoidably 
delayed,  as  rtre  also  several  editorial  notices  of  colleges, 
circulars,  books,  <fec.  so  that  a  double  number  will  short- 
ly be  required  to  bring  up  arrears. 


Ovariotomy. 

Mr.  Lizars  published,  in  1825,  his  cases  of  operations 
for  the  removal  of  diseased  ovaries.  Those  operations 
acquired  a  species  of  unenviable  notoriety.  At  the  pre- 
sent day,  experienced  surgeons  not  only  do  not  recom- 
mend but  absolutely  discountenance  ovarian  excisions. 
In  twoof  Mr.  Lizars'  cases,  after  the  abdomen  had  I  con 
laid  open  by  extensive  incisions,  and  thoroughly  explored 
in  search  of  ovarian  tumors,  no  disease  of  the  ovaries 
was  found  to  exist.  The  patients,  however,  recovered, 
and  it  remained  proved  from  these  cases,  as  well  as  from 
others  of  a  similar  character,  that  the  peritoneum  could 
be  extensively  opened,  and  that  the  lesion  to  the  serous 
membrane,  although  extensive,  was  not  necessarily  fatal. 

This  ascertained  fact  is  probably  the  reason  whv  at- 
tempts have  been  made,  of  late  years,  to  revive  an  ope- 
ration which,  for  the  honor  of  science,  had  better  be 
expunged  from  the  list  of  surgical  operations  upon  the 
living  body:  There  is  no  difficulty  in  making  a  large 
section  of  the  abdominal  parietes,  and  extracting  a  dis- 
eased mass  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  or  pelvis, 
but  the  correlative  facts  attendant  upon  the  pathological 
conditions  are*such  as  to  deter  the  best  surgeons  from 
the  use  of  the  knife,  or  from  sanctioning  either  by  silent 
or  expressed  approval,  the  resort  by  others  to  the  same 
irrational  expedient. 

Reports  of  recent  discussions  before  medical  societies 
in  London,  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  performing 
large  abdominal  sections  to  remove  ovarian  tumors,  show 
that  Lawrence,  Guthrie,  Brodie,  and  other  distinguished 
English  surgeons,  are  all  opposed  to  operations  of  this 
kind. 

For  some  time  after  Lizars'  attempts  to  remove  dis- 
eased ovaria,  the  operation  fell  into  disuse,  but  more  re- 
cently, certain  surgeons,  seeking  notoriety,  have  recurred 
to  it,  and,  taking  every  thing  into  consideration,  with 
but  li'.tle  better  success. 

We  have  cases  published  in  England  by  Messrs. 
Clay,  Southam,  Walne,  etc.  and  in  this  country,  from 
Dr.  Atlee,  and  others,  wherein  each  seeks  to  plume  his 
wings  upon  a  removed  diseased  ovarium  of  a  given 
weight,  and  presenting  certain  pathological  and  micros- 
copical peculiarities. 
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We  arc  indebted  to  Dr.  Atlee  for  a  very  complete 
table  of  all  the  operations  of  this  class  performed  during 
the  last  century  or  two.  It  establishes  that  a  large 
amount  of  life  has  been  prematurely  destroyed  by  these 
large  abdominal  sections.  In  fact,  we  feel  justified  in  de- 
nouncing the  operation  for  the  excision  of  ovarian  tumors 
as  not  warranted  by  humane  surgery.  We  subjoin  the 
following  remarks  from  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal : 

*  *  *  "Now.  the  question  for  consideration  is, 
are  we  warranted  to  recommend  or  to  perform  an  ope- 
ration which  proves  fatal  to  one  out  of  every  three 
cases  1  That  is  to  say,  is  it  allowable  to  sacrifice  one 
human  being  for  the  "benefit  of  two  survivors  ?  Those 
who  have  appeared  as  the  most  strenuous  advocates  for 
the  operation,  assert  that  the  abdominal  incision  for 
the  removal  of  diseased  ovaria  is  as  legitimate  an  opera- 
tion as  amputation  of  the  thigh,  the  operation  for 
hernia,  for  stone,  or  other  great  surgical  operations, 
seeing  that  the  mortality  is  not  greater  than  that  which 
attends  these  operations.  We  shall,  therefore,  very 
shortly  attempt  to  point  out  the  proper  light  in  which 
we  conceive  this  question  ought  to  be  viewed. 

"If  we  look  alone  to  the  mortality,  independent  of 
all  other  considerations,  and  assume  the  above  tables  as 
correct,  in  giving  the  ratio  of  mortality  for  the  large  ab- 
dominal incision,  we  find  that  the  mortality  is  not  greater 
than  for  other  extensive  surgical  operations.  Thus  M. 
Malgaigne  has  shown  that  in  all  the  Parisian  hospitals, 
from  183o  to  1S40  inclusive,  two  hundred  and  one  am- 
put  itions  of  the  thigh  look  place,  but  of  this  number 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  died  ;  and  the  result  of 
amputations  of  all  kinds  showed  a  mortality  of  thirty- 
eight  in  the  hundi  ed  for  pathological  causes,  and  forty- 
nine  in  a  hundred  for  traumatic  causes.  M.  Textor,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  mentioning  the  statistics  of  strangu- 
lated hernia  treated  at  Wui  tzbourg,  from  1836  to  1842, 
mentions  that,  of  those  subjected  to  an  operation,  thirty- 
two  were  cured,  and  twenty-four  died,  or  three  out  of 
every  seven  cases ;  while  at  Paris,  the  mortality  was 
four  out  of  every  seven  cases. 

"  All  this  would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  a  strong  proof 
of  the  legitimacy  of  the  abdominal  section,  seeing  that 
the  mortality  is  not  so  high  for  it  as  for  these  surgical 
operations. 

"  This  is  quite  true  ;  but  the  difference  between  the 
one  operation  and  the  other  is  this,  that  the  one  stves 
three  out  of  every  seven  patients,  who  could  not,  by  any 
possibility,  survive  even  a  few  days  were  the  operation 
not  performed ;  and  the  other  sacrifices  one  unnecessa- 
rily to  prolong  for  a  few  months  or  years  the  lives  of 
two  who  would  perhaps,  after  all,  have  lived  as  long 
had  no  operation  been  performed. 

'■  In  the  one  case,  the  amputation,  or  operation  for 
hernia,  is  performed  for  the  legitimate  purpose  of  saving 
life  which  otherwise  could  not  he  saved  ;  in  the  other 
case,  as  the  abdominal  section,  life  is  heedlessly  sacri- 
ficed, in  the  attempt  to  relieve  what,  ai'ler  all,  is  only  a 


I  burden,  and  has  never  yet  been  proved  to  shorten  the 
average  duration  of  human  life. 

"  In  the  one  case  the  surgeon  is  acting  m  conformity 
with  the  highest  principles  of  humanity  and  morality, 
doing  all  he  can  to  save  the  life  of  a  fellow  creature  ;  in 
the  other,  while  we  cannot  deny  that  be  may  conscien- 
:  tiously  believe  that  he  is  undertaking  what  is  to  save  life, 
we  fear  he  is  influenced  more  by  the  eclat  of  performing 
|  a  great  and  dangerous  operation. 

"  But  independently  of  this  moral  objection,  and  we 
hold  it  to  be  of  itself  unanswerable,  there  is  another 
!  which  the  history  of  the  cases  of  abdominal  section  pain- 
!  fully  point  out.  Tin's  is  the  impossibility  of  detecting 
.  beforehand  whether  the  case  be  a  proper  one  for  tho 
operation  or  not.  Thus  the  above  table  shows,  that 
out  of  forty-two  cases  which  were  operated  en,  in  nine 
either  no  tumor  was  found,  or  it  had  contracted  such  firm 
adhesions  to  the  surrounding  organs  that  it  could  not 
be  removed.  Now,  we  would  calmly  ask  those  men 
who  defend  this  operation,  if  it  be  consistent  with  th< 
common  principles  of  surgery  to  risk  unnecessarily  the 
life  of  every  fourth  patient  by  performing  a  dangerous 
operation,  which  will  fail  to  relieve  her  in  any  way,  and 
which  will  necessarily  kill  one  out  of  eVery  three  sub- 
jected to  it?  Is  it  not,  on  the  other  hand,  the  first 
principle  of  the  surgical  department  of  the  healing  art, 
that  an  operation  is  never  to  be  performed,  till  all  the 
resources  of  the  art  have  failed  to  relieve  the  patient, 
and  the  delaying  an  operation  would  be  attended  with 
fatal  consequences  ?  Is  it  not,  in  fact,  to  save  life  that 
every  great  operation  is  pei  formed,  and  only  then  when 
it  is  apparent  that  it  offers  the  only  means  of  preserving 
the  life  of  the  individual  1 

"  But  what  is  the  case  with  those  laboring  under 
ovarian  diseases  ?  They  may  not  only  survive  for  years, 
but,  by  appropriate  medical  treatment,  the  tumor  may 
in  many  be  greatly  reduced  or  rendered  stationary.  But 
even  if  this  desirable  end  should  not  be  obtained,  we 
know  that  life  may  be  prolonged  for  an  indefinite  period 
without  having  recourse  to  extirpation.  The  tumor  may 
be  again  and  again  evacuated  of  its  fluid  contents  with 
comparatively  little  risk  to  the  patient's  existence;  and 
those  cases  in  which  the  tumor  is  more  solid  are  tho 
verv  ones  which  even  the  advocates  for  the  abdominal 
section  allow  are  unfit  for  operation. 

"  An  unbiassed  and  calm  review  of  all  these  points 
cannot  fail  to  satisfy  every  one  but  those  who  take  this 
means  of  bringing  themselves  into  notoriety,  that  the 
abdominal  section  for  the  removal  of  the  ovarian  tumors 
is  uncalled  for,  is  an  useless  sacrifice  of  human  life,  and 
never  can  become  one  of  the  legitimate  operations  of 
surgery." 

A  Dr.  Blackman  is  assailing,  through  the  New-York 
Journal,  the  report  of  Professor  Carnochan's  great  ope- 
ration for  the  removal  of  the  lower  jaw.  The  animus  of 
the  article,  and  the  hostile  spirit  by  which  it  is  charac- 
terized, will  doubtless  call  forth  a  reply,  such  as  it  has 
|  gratuitously  provoked.    Palmam  qui  meruit,  feraU 
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Advertising  Doctors, 

Extract  from  the  code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  the  Na- 
tional Medical  Association. 

"  It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession, 
to  resort  to  public  advertisements,  or  private  cards  and 
handbills,  inviting  the  attention  of  individuals  affected 
•with  particular  diseases,— publicly  offering  advice  and 
medicine  to  the  poor  gratis,  &c." 

The  foregoing  extract  is  cited  in  view  of  the  fact 
which  is  notorious,  that  the  Faculty  of  the  University 
of  the  city  of  New-York  has  long  been  in  the  habit  of 
these  precise  "  practices  of  empirics,"  which  are  declar- 
ed by  the  same  code  to  be  "  highly  reprehensible  in  a 
regular  physician."  Having  long  since  rebuked  these 
unprofessional  devices  of  quackery,  for  such  they  are 
in  however  high  places  they  are  adopted,  our  attention 
has  been  renewedly  called  to  the  subject  by  the  recent 
advertisement  of  Professor  Valentine  Mott,  in  the 
penny  and  two-penny  papers  of  the  city,  "  publicly 
offering  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor  gratis  "  in 
open  violation  of  the  above  ethical  rule,  under  the 
cover  of  the  "  college  clinique  "  at  the  University  in 
I4th-street. 

Our  readers  are  aware  of  our  exalted  estimate  of 
Dr.  Mott,  so  often  expressed  ;  nor  are  our  opinions 
changed  as  to  his  character  or  ability,  either  as  a  teach- 
er or  practitioner.  But  the  higher  the  position  he  has 
ever  held  in  our  esteem,  the  greater  our  regret  and 
humiliation  to  find  his  name  associated  with  aught  that 
is  "derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession."  Grant 
that  it  is  the  fruit  of  his  recent  renewal  of  associations 
with  the  men  who  have  repented  of  having  "  eaten  the 
oyster,  and  thrown  away  the  shell ;"  yet  he  should  not 
soil  his  professional  ermine,  by  consenting  to  any  course 
unworthy  of  himself,  and  declared  by  our  highest  medi- 
cal authority  to  be  "  highly  reprehensible  in  a  regular 
physician." 

The  influence  of  his  example  in  this  particular  can- 
not fail  to  enlist  a  host  of  imitators,  who  may  deluge 
the  newspapers  with  similar  advertisements  witli  impu- 
nity. For  if  "  college  cliniques  "  and  those  who  hold 
them,  may  thus  trample  on  the  code  of  ethics,  and  our 
*'  Academy  of  Medicine  "  fail  to  discipline  the  offenders, 
by  what  rule  is  any  member  of  the  profession  to  be 
shunned  and  ostracized  as  a  quack,  and  even  refused 
admission  into  the  "  Academy  "  who  commits  no  other 
offence  than  to  advertise  the  clinique  held  in  his  office, 
and  with  the  same  stale  trick  of  "  Advice  to  the  poor 
gratis  V  We  pause  for  a  reply  ; — for  we  hold  that  no 
privileges  of  exemption  from  established  ethical  rules 
can  be  justly  claimed  by  professors,  to  which  every 
other  member  of  the  profession  is  not  equally  entitled. 

Our  neighbor  of  the  Scalpel,  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Mott,  has 
been  denounced  and  proscribed  for  years  past,  no  other 
offence  having  been  alleged  than  that  of  following  the 
footsteps  of  his  illustrious  master,  by  becoming  what 
has  been  opprobriously  termed  an  "advertising  doctor." 
The  indignation  of  the  whole  medical  fraternity  hag  been 


invoked  against  a  ''certain  college  "  for  having  confer- 
red the  honors  of  the  profession  upon  an  individual  in 
this  city,  because  of  his  alleged  "  advertisements  "  to 
treat  a  certain  class  of  patients,  which  were  never  a 
whit  more  exceptionable  than  the  advertisement  now 
appearing  by  Dr.  Mott.  And  though,  like  every  body 
else  in  the  profession,  he  doubtless  treated  the  "poor 
gratis,"  yet  even  he  refrained  from  "  publicly  offering  " 
to  do  so  by  advertisements  in  the  Herald. 

We  could  name  an  individual  Oculist  of  this  city,  of 
sterling  worth  as  a  man,  and  acknowledged  ability  of  a 
high  order  in  his  profession,  who  because  he  announced 
himself  on  his  arrival  in  the  country,  by  advertisements 
in  the  secular  papers,  setting  forth  his  lectures,  his  cli- 
niques and  his  "operations  on  the  poor  gratis,"  has  been 
persecuted,  and  even  insulted  by  professional  digni- 
taries, until  his  sensitive  nature,  and  modest  merit  had 
to  be  developed  in  the  shade  of  that  Coventry  to  which 
he  had  been  consigned,  and  yet  he  has  long  since  con- 
strained the  respect  of  the  very  men  who  proscribed 
him,  by  his  reputation  and  success.  Dr.  W.  will  bear 
with  us  for  giving  his  initial,  because  we  wish  to  be, 
understood. 

To  speak  plainly,  as  is  our  wont,  the  profession  gene- 
rally, here  and  elsewhere,  are  becoming  sensitive  on  the 
subject  of  these  "  advertisements  and  other  ethical  im- 
proprieties, endured  when  committed  by  Professors,  and 
punished  among  what  some  are  pleased  to  call,  the  laity  of 
the  profession.  For  example,  wherein  consists  the  dif- 
ference between  the  "  advertisements  "  of  the  following 
M.  D's.  except  that  they  hail  from  different  colleges. 
They  all  equally  violate  the  ethical  rule  above  cited  by 
advertising ;  and  as  to  publicly  offering  advice  to  the 
poor  gratis,  this  is  declared  to  be  a  double  offence. 

The  same  paper  and  class  of  newspapers  will  be 
found  to  contain  the  "  advertisements^'  of  the  following 
gentlemen,  whose  name  and  titles,  with  their  source, 
are  appended,  and  equally  unprofessional,  according  to 
the  code  : 

1.  Valentine  Mott,  an  M.  D.  of  Columbia  College, 
N.Y. 

2.  Edward  H.  Dixon,  an  M.  D.  of  Rutger's  Medical 
College,  N.  Y. 

3.  Solomon  Heine,  an  M.  D.  of  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 

4.  W.  B.  Moffatt,  an  M.  D.  of  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  N.  Y. 

5.  T.  L.  Nichols,  an  M.  D.  of  University  of  the  City 
of  N.  Y. 

&c.  &c.  &c.  for  we  might  name  a  score  and  more 
who  are  in  the  same  category,  for  there  is  not  a  form  of 
quackery  which  has  not  its  representative,  who  is  an 
M.  D.  or  whose  advertisements  are  any  more  unprofes- 
sional than  are  those  of  all  the  college  cliniques  and 
those  who  conduct  and  advertise  them.  If  there  be  any 
difference  in  their  demerit,  or  in  the  degradation  they 
inflict  upon  the  profession,  or  in  their  mercenary  charac- 
ter ;  the  more  respectable  and  wealthy  the  advertiser  , 
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the  less  he  is  to  be  excused.  Others  may  plead  with  j 
the  ancient  in  the  play 

"  My  poverty ,  and  not  my  will  consents." 
It  is  not  for  us  to  erect  any  other  standard  than  ; 
that  which  lias  been  sanctioned  by  the  representatives  ! 
of  the  whole  profession.    To  this  we  are  ourselves 
amenable,  and  our  creed  is  to  hold  others,  of  every  j 
rank  and'  degree  in  the  fraternity,  equally  responsible,  j 
If  our  professional  law  above  cited  is  a  good  one,  let  it  j 
be  enforced  against  all  offenders  without  discrimination, 
by  the  infliction  of  its  penalty.  If  it  be  a  bad  one,  the  | 
sooner  it  is  abolished  the  better.    But  let  not  one  man  j 
be  tolerated  as  an  M.  D.  in  advertising  Sarsaparilla,  ; 
Life  Pills,  Homoeopathic,  Hydropathic,  Magnetic,  and  j 
other  wares,  nor  in  publicly  offering  surgical  advice  and  ; 
operations  to  the  poor  gratis  ; — while  another  is  pur- 
sued and  hunted  down  for  being  an  "  advertising  doc- 
tor "  after  his  own  fashion.   We  plead  for  equal  and 
exact  justice  in  the  premises,  and  our  press  shall  fear- 
lessly award  it,    We  bide  our  time,  and  have  no  appre- 
hension of  the  response  of  the  profession,  for  we  are 
daily  in  the  receipt  of  the  best  kind  of  evidence,  that 
our  course  is  approved  by  te  men  whose  approbation 
would  be  esteemed  an  honor  where  they  are  known  ;  and 
with  such  support  this  press  cannot  be  muzzled  by  any 
clique,  nor  shall  we  be  either  bribed  or  intimidated  into 
silence. 


Dr.  Drake's  Discourses. 

The  Nestor  of  the  profession  in  the  West — that 
well-known  veteran.  Professor  Daniel  Drake,  has  lately 
pronounced  two  discourses  before  the  Cincinnati  Me- 
dical Library  Association,  which  have  been  published, 
and  will  add  to  the  deservedly  high  reputation  of  their 
author. 

The  subject  «f  the  first  discourse  is  that  of  the 
"  Early  Physicians,  Scenery,  and  Society  of  Cincin- 
nati j"  while  the  second  is  on  the  "  Origin  and  Influ- 
ence of  Medical  Periodical  Literature,  and  the  Benefits 
of  Public  Medical  Libraries."  We  shall  hereafter  en- 
rich our  columns  with  an  occasional  extract.  It  is 
inscribed  to  Professor  Dickson,  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina. 


Neill   on   the  Nerves. 

A  second  edition  of  the  "  Outlines  of  the  Nerves," 
by  John  Neill,  M.  D.  &c.  of  Philadelphia,  has  been 
issued  by  Barrington  &  Haswell,  which  will  be  sought 
for  by  students  as  auxiliary  to  their  pursuit  of  anato- 
mical knowledge.  It  is  designed  to  accompany  the 
author's  work  on  the  Arteries,  and  is  published  in  the 
same  style. 

Mental  Alchemy  at  Metropolitan  Hall. 

In  our  last  Number  we  took  occasion  to  allude,  in 
appropriate  terms,  to  the  ludicrous  fatuity  manifested 
by  the  populace,  in  consenting  to  be  gulled  out  of  their 


wits  and  their  money  by  a  peripatetic  mountebank,  who 
is  victimising  the  fiats  at  Metropolitan  Hall  by  dignify- 
ing bis  tom-foolery  with  the  name  of  science. 

We  resume  the  subject  now,  having  learned  that  the 
infatuation  is  protracted,  though  the  farce  is  becoming 
less  patronized,  and  the  number  of  its  dupes  has  greatly 
fallen  off.  And  we  do  so  for  the  benefit  of  the  few 
who  seem  to  think  there  is  still  something  mysterious 
in  the  "experiments,"  while  they  fully  perceive  the 
knavery  of  the  self-dubbed  Professor,  and  his  gross 
ignorance  of  any  species  of  science,  of  which  he  pre- 
sumes to  prate,  as  well  as  the  consummate  impudence 
which  we  alleged  in  our  last  article. 

What  then  is  Alchemy  ?  Webster  replies :  "  A 
pretended  science,  much  cultivated  from  the  thirteenth 
to  the  seventeenth  century,  but  now  held  in  contempt." 
Its  avowed  object  was  to  find  the  philosopher's  stone, 
which  should  transmute  all  the  baser  metals  into  gold. 
Its  practitioners  had  many  followers,  whose  gold  they 
contrived  to  transmute  into  their  own  pockets  by  their 
occult  art — an  "  experiment "  in  which  the  Professor  is 
au  fait,  judging  from  the  number  of  quarters  left  at  his 
j  door  by  his  visiters.  Hence  his  profession  may  fitly  be 
compared  with  Alchemy,  defined  to  be  "  Ars,  sine  arte, 
I  cujus  principium  est  mcntiri,  medium  laborare,  et  finis 
mendicare,"  which  may  be  freely  translated  thus,  viz.  : 
I  "An  art  which  is  not  an  art;  whose  beginning  is 
.  lying,  whose  middle  is  working,  and  whose  end  is 
i  begging."  Professor  Williams  is  entitled  to  the  name 
j  of  Alchemist,  and  is  welcome  to  its  definition. 

But  we  protest,  "  in  the  name  of  all  the  heathen 
gods  at  once,"  against   his    prostituting   the  word 
;  "Mental"  to  his  base  uses.    The  only  mental  pheno- 
(  menon  he  exhibits,  is  that  of  contriving  to  live  by  his 
wits  without  work.   Surely  there  can  be  nothing  men- 
\  tal  in  his  experiments,  when  people  "electrify  them- 
!  selves  by  pinching  their  thumbs  and  shutting  their 
!  eyes."   There  can  be  nothing  mental  in  hia  stentorian 
j  cries  of  "All  right!"  though  he  does  smite  with  the 
■  hand  and  stamp  with  the  foot    when  he  selects  his 
pliant  tools,  and  issues  his  orders  in  thunder  tones,  de- 
manding obedience  to  his  potent  will.    It  was  only, 
Vox   et   preterea  nihil !    What  is  there   mental  in 
teaching  them  to  run  from  a  snake,  to  smell  offensive 
odors,  or  to  feign  drunkenness.   Alchemy  and  hum- 
buggery  it  is ;  but  it  is  a  scandalous  libel  on  mind  to 
name  it  in  this  connection ;  for  they  who  are  deceived 
by  any  one  of  his  tricks  deserve  the  verdict  of  non 
compos  mentis,  if,  indeed,  they  be  not  utterly  demented. 
From  the  specimens  we  saw  upon  the  stage,  and  those 
emerging  from  his  class-room,  we  suspect  that  it  would 
puzzle  a  physiognomist,  or  even  a  phrenologist  to  find 
any  mental  indication,  either  in  their  facial  angles  or 
protruding  bumps.  The  lecturer's  mental  bumps  would 
have  to  be  sought  in  his  heels. 

Finally,  nothing  can  be  plainer  to  all  who  witness 
the  experiments,  so-called,  than  this :  that  there  is  no 
one  among  all  the  subjects  who  has  ever  been  on  the 
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stage,  by  whom  any  performance  lias  been  shown 
which  could  not  easily  have  been  imitated  or  counter- 
feited, and  this,  too,  by  any  blockhead  who  would  so 
degrade  himself  as  thus  to  seek  notoriety  by  prolong- 
ing the  humbug.  It  would  be  easy  to  train  a  subject 
by  a  few  lessons  to  play  either  part — that  of  Williams 
or  his  subjects,  and  excel  them  all.  This  will  not  be 
denied.  The  only  point  at  which  any  of  the  perfor- 
mances would  fail  in  such  a  mimic  exhibition,  if  the 
parties  were  honest  men,  would  be  in  their  refusal  to 
affirm  the  lie  that  they  "  could  not  resist  the  influence  " 
of  the  lecturer,  which,  for  the  sake  of  their  consciences, 
might  be  omitted  from  the  farce. 

To  be  grave  on  such  a  topic  exceeds  all  power  of 
face,  and  yet  we  cannot  forbear  reminding  all  who 
think,  that  it  is  unphilosophical  and  absurd  to  assign 
more  causes  for  any  effect  than  are  necessary  to  pro- 
duce it.  And  as  it  is  obvious  that  all  the  effects 
ascribed  to  Mental  Alchemy  may  be  accounted  for  by 
supposing  all  parties  to  be  knaves,  though  it  may  be 
bad  charity,  it  is  nevertheless  good  logic,  not  to  seek 
for  any  other  source  of  the  marvels,  which  make  some 
weak  brethren  and  female  sisters  stare,  and  consent  that 
there  must  be  something  in  it!  The  same  logic  of 
common  sense  will  relieve  the  "  silly  women  "  of  both 
sexes  from  the  tricks  of  all  mesmeric-sleepers,  spiritual- 
rappers,  and  other  forms  of  imposture.  Let  it  only  be 
admitted  that  in  the  Avorld  of  miracle-mongering,  in  the 
language  of  the  Psalmist,  "  All  »..  n  are  liars,"  and 
women  too,  whenever  they  seem  to  be  what  they  are 
not,  or  pretend  to  any  marvels  which  can  be  counter- 
feited by  anybody  who  choose  to  do  so  under  false 
pretences.  We  have  long  since  learned,  by  dealing 
with  kindred  impostors,  that  "  there  is  the  least  de- 
pendence upon,  mankind  of  any  people  in  the  world." 


New-York  Journal  of  Medicine. 

The  March  Number  is  out,  and  with  its  usual  variety 
of  original  and  selected  matter.  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Wil- 
liams contributes  a  paper  on  the  novelties  and  improve- 
ments of  the  last  half  century.  Dr.  Bryan  another 
on  tumors,  with  cases.  Dr.  Stephen  Smith  one  upon 
rare  forms  of  dislocation,  citing  cases  by  Professor 
Parker,  and  another  on  the  surgical  treatment  of  Epi- 
lepsy. Dr.  Litten  a  case  of  Dislocated  Femur,  reduced 
without  pulleys.  Dr.  Lide'.l  on  the  Medical  Topography, 
&c.  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  And  Dr.  Van  Buren 
reports  the  details  of  his  fatal  case  of  Ovariotomy,  of 
•which  our  readers  have  been  apprised.  It  is  a  singular 
coincidence  that  the  "  retrospect "  of  this  number  con- 
tains another  fatal  case  of  Ovariotomy  by  Dr.  Bennet  of 
Danbury.  The  death  in  the  last  case  is  ascribed  to 
"  exhaustion,"  while  Dr.  Van  Buren  accounts  for  the 
mortality  by  "  intense  and  overwhelming  peritonitis," 
though  no  surgeon  who  reads  his  report  will  be  at  any 
less  to  attribute  the-  fatal  result,  in  both,  cases,  to  the 


mistake  of  the  surgeons  in  consenting  (o  operate  at  all ; 
and  the  still  greater  mistake  of  the  unfortunate  patients, 
who  ought  to  have  been  better  advised,  for  they  might 
have  lived  longer  but  for  "  meddlesome  surgery  "  by 
ambitious  operators.  Dr.  Van  Buren,  after  the  patient 
was  dead,  in  thirty-nine  hours  from  the  operation,  dis- 
covered that  the  tumor  removed  by  his  knife  was  "  a 
magnificent  specimen  of  encepholoid  cancer,  or  true 
fungus  kcematodes ! /"  But  the  deed  was  done.  May 
the  lesson  be  heeded.    See  Article  on  page  86. 


Professor  T.   D,   Mitchell's  Valedictory. 

In  the  published  lecture  of  this  gentleman,  at  the 
recent  commencement  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Col- 
lege, we  find  some  valuable  statistics  in  relation  to  the 
schools  of  that  city,  for  the  sake  of  which,  we  insert 
the  following  extract  from  its  conclusion  : 

"  As  a  very  significant  porting  memento,  allow  me 
to  lay  before  you  some  statistics  that  deeply  concern 
the  future  fame,  as  well  as  the  past  history,  of  your 
Alma  Mater.  They  are  given  here,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  invidious  comparison,  but  as  matters  of  fact  that  can- 
not be  controverted.  From  the  first  d;iy  of  its  existence 
in  1708  down  to  181S,  a  period  of  fifty  years,  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  once  the  only  school  in 
this  city,  and  almost  the  only  one  in  America,  did  not 
furnish  an  annual  average  of  more  than  twenty  gradu- 
ates. In  the  first  eight  years  of  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, although  urged  onward  by  an  unparalleled  popu- 
lar current,  and  with  but  a  single  rival,  the  average  of 
the  graduating  classes  did  not  exceed  twenty-eight  per 
annum.  These  items  are  gathered  from  official  docu- 
ments published  by  the  schools  referred  to,  and  are, 
therefore,  reliable.  How  stand  the  facts  in  respect  of 
the  school  whence  you  derive  your  testimonials  ?  Let 
us  see. 

"  The  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine  was  incor- 
porated in  the  month  of  January,  1847,  and  was  then 
the  fifth  regular  chnrtered  school  in  this  city.  In  its 
first  course  of  instruction,  commenced  less  than  five 
years  ago,  the  speaker  had  the  honor  to  teach  in  three 
departments,  and  to  assist  in  the  investiture  of  seventeen 
young  gentlemen  with  the  Doctorate.  And  now,  at  the 
termination  of  its  fifth  collegiate  year,  it  presents  to  the 
world  an  aggregate  of  success  far  surpassing  that  of  the 
oldest  institutions  in  this  great  metropolis,  this  renown- 
ed emporium  of  medical  science.  The  entire  number  of 
matriculants  on  our  register  to  this  day  is  nine  hundred 
and  eight,  and  of  graduates  two  hundred  and  sevenly- 
seven,  exclusive  of  those  admitted  to  the  ad  eundem 
degree,  making  an  annual  average  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one  matriculants,  fifty-five  graduates;  thus  con- 
firming a  statement  of  a  late  announcement,  that  we 
graduate  fewer  persons,  in  proportion  to  our  matricu- 
lant list,  than  any  other  medical  school  in  America. 

"  Permit  a  brief  recapitulation. 
Average  annual  class  of  graduates  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  in  its  first  50  years,      .  20 
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Average  annual  class  of  graduates  in  ihe  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  in  its  first  8  years,        .  28 
Do.         do.         do.         do.       in  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Medicine,  in  its  first  5 
.years,  .  .  .  .55 

It  will  be  said  that  this  obvious  disparity  is  due  to  the 
fact  that,  in  addition  to  the  Winter  session,  which  opens 
in  the  middle  of  October  and  closes  with  February,  we 
have  a  Spring  course  of  lectures,  reaching  from  the  8th 
day  of  March  to  the  10th  day  of  July.  But,  be  it 
known,  from  Maine  to  California  and  Oregon,  that  by 
no  other  school  in  all  this  region  has  the  attempt  been- 
risked,  to  give  two  full  and  complete  courses  of  lectures 
per  annum,  each  terminating  with  a  regular  commence- 
ment for  conferring  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine  ; 
and  the  result  of  the  enterprise  stands  out  to-day  with 
a  prominence  that  no  amount  of  sophistry  or  envy  can 
annihilate,  or  even  overshadow.  The  Philadelphia  Col- 
lege has  decided  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  a 
Spring  Session,  by  actual  and  successful  experiment. 
It  commends  itself  to  the  entire  profession,  but  espe- 
cially to  all  Southern  pupils,  whose  constitutions  cannot 
endure  the  severity  of  a  hard,  Northern  winter.  Its 
exemption,  too,  from  the  protracted  holidays  of  the 
winter  session,  invests  it  substantially  with  the  duration 
of  n  full  term. 

"  You  are  all  a\v*are  gentlernen,  that  in  relation  to 
the  spring,  as  well  as  to  the  winter  course,  we  require 
satisfactory  evidence  that  our  candidates  have  been 
students  of  medicine  for  the  term  of  three  years,  under 
the  care  of  regular  practitioners.  You  know  that  all 
our  candidates  are  expected  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  of  hospital  practice,  for  at  least  one  session  ; 
and  that  it  is  our  custom  to  recapitulate,  from  day  to 
day,  throughout  the  course  of  lectures,  by  question  and 
answer,  so  as  to  fix  the  instruction  permanently  in  the 
minds  of  our  hearers.  Your  own  observation,  in  respect 
of  the  spring  session,  has  abundantly  satisfied  you  that 
it  is  quite  as  available  as  the  winter  course,  here  or 
anywhere,  for  all  the  ends  of  public  medical  tuition  ; 
and  the  imitation  of  our  practice  by  the  noble  High 
School  of  Philadelphia  is  unanswerable  evidence  that  it 
will  be  sustained  by  the  voice  of  public  sentiment. 

"  The  graduating  class,  now  about  to  bid  adieu  to 
the  halls  endeared  by  so  many  reminiscences,  presents 
the  following  aspect.  Of  the  entire  number,  there  had 
attended  lectures  in  other  medical  schools,  prior  to  pu- 
pilage in  the  Philadelphia  College,  as  follows  :  — 


In  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,    ...  1 

"     Jefferson  Medical  College,  1 

"      University  of  New-York,       ...  1 

"      Charleston,  South  Carolina,  ...  5 

"     Lexiogton,  Kentucky,    ....  1 

"      Albany,  New-York,       .       .       .       .  1 

"     Castleton,  Vermont   1 

Bowdoin  College,  Maine,       ...  1 

"      B  dtimore,  Maryland,     ....  1 

Belfast,  Ireland,  1 
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"  Other  facts  merit  notice,  here,  with  something  ]ike 
specialty.  The  great  Blockley  Hospital,  located  on  the 
western  margin  of  the  Schuylkill,  well  known  as  one  of 
the  largest  infirmaries  in  our  country,  has  within  its 
walls  six  resident  physicians,  who  are  chosen  by  a  board 
of  managers,  with  especial  reference  to  capacity.  The 
competition  for  this  post  of  honor  and  promotion  is 
usually  an  exciting  affair;  and  yet  our  graduate  list  has 
furnished  at  least  four  of  the  actual  incumbents:  In 
Saint  Joseph's  Hospital,  located  in  the  western  portion 
of  the  city,  another  of  our  alumni  holds  the  responsible 
position  of  resident  medical  attendant.  Of  the  vaccine 
physicians,  selected  by  the  commissioners  of  the  adjoin 
ing  districts,  at  least  three  are  proud  to  call  themselves 
graduates  of  the  Philadelphia  College.  In  the  magni- 
ficent State  Lunatic  Asylum,  located  on  one  of  the  hills 
that  border  the  Susquehannah,  are  two  physicians  ap- 
pointed by.  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, one  of  them  having  procured  his  diploma  from 
the  school  which  you  and  I  have  the  honor  of  repre- 
senting here  to-day. 

"  But,  gentlemen,  cast  your  eye  over  the  great 
waters,  and  survey  the  vast  hospitals  and  splendid 
medical  schools  of  Paris  ;  and  you  may  discover  in  the 
crowd  some  aspirants  for  fame,  who  but  lately  made 
their  exodus  from  this  spot,  crowned  with  the  same 
honors  that  now  rest  on  you.  They  have  renlizi  d  n 
position  as  honorable  and  as  profitable  as  falls  to  the 
lot  of  graduates  from  any  school  in  the  world  ;  and  you 
will  meet  as  cordial  a  welcome  there,  should  it  be  the 
good  fortune  of  any  of  your  number  to  make  the  experi- 
ment. 

"  If  such  has  been  the  result  of  our  enterprise  thus 
far,  what  will  the  coming  five  years  develop?  Echo 
loudly  answers,  what  ? 

"  Is  this  the  twilight  lustre  ? 
What  the  effulgence  of  llie  mid-day  sun, 
When  the  young  giant,  iu  its  strength  mature, 
The  magic  waud  shall  wave,  exclaimiug, 
'  'Tis  enough  V 

"  Need  I  tell  you  that  my  colleagues  intend  to  act 
their  part  in  the  drama  in  such  a  manner  as  to  invest 
the  future  with  a  radiance  and  glory  far  exceeding  the 
reality  of  past  success  ?  You  know  all  this,  gentlemen  ; 
ay,  and  you  feel  it,  too,  so  deeply,  that  you  cannot  fail 
to  urge  the  glad  tidings  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  to 
the  remotest  corner  of  the  land.  But  I  will  detain  you 
no  longer.  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  my  colleagues, 
I  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell." 


Medical  Improvements. 

[From  Dr.  William's  address  on  this  subject  before 
the  Franklin  county  Mass.  Medical  Society,  we  make  the 
following  extract,  containing  statistics  and  comments  on 
Medical  schools,  which  will  be  startling  to  some  of  our 
readers,  and  comforting  to  others.    We  observe  that  in 
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enumerating  41  recognized  medical  colleges,  he  wholly 
omits  that  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  possibly  for  the  reason  that  its  instructions 
are  free.  In  the  character  of  its  Faculty,  however,  and 
the  numbers  of  its  classes,  it  is  quite  equal  to  any,  and 
superior  to  many  of  the  41  which  lie  has  designated. 

He  has  very  properly  omitted  all  the  Eclectic,  Ho- 
moeopathic, and  Female  Colleges  from  his  enumerations, 
not  regarding  these  as  improvements,  but  rather  marks 
of  progressing  backwards.  The  lack  of  discrimination 
in  his  eulogy  upon  all  the  schools  of  the  country,  will 
be  regarded  as  a  defect,  in  his  excellent  address.  But 
we  insert  the  extract,  to  speak  for  itself.] 

"I  have  already  mentioned,  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  nineteenth  century,  but  four  medical  col- 
leges, or  public  medical  schools,  had  been  established 
jn  the  United  States,  viz.  the  Medical  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  medical  school  of  Columbia  College, 
New-York,  the  medical  school  connected  with  Harvard 
College,  and  the  medical  school  at  Dartmouth  College, 
established  by  Dr.  Nathan  Smith.  No  other  medical 
school  was  established  in  the  United  States  until  the 
year  1806,  when  the  Medical  University  of  Maryland 
was  opened  at  Baltimore.  Now,  more  than  forty  re- 
spectable medical  colleges  are  in  successful  operation  in 
the  United  States  ;  and  every  year  augments  the  num- 
ber. Of  these,  two  are  in  Vermont,  one  in  Maine,  one 
in  New-Hampshire,  two  in  Massachusetts,  one  in  Con- 
necticut, six  in  New- York,  four  in  P-  .nsylvania,  two  in 
Maryland,  one  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  three  in  Vir- 
ginia, one  in  South  Carolina,  one  in  Georgia,  one  in 
Louisiana,  one  in  Tennessee,  two  in  Kentucky,  three  in 
Ohio,  two  in  Indiana,  two  in  Illinois,  two  in  Missouri, 
two  in  Wisconsin  and  one  in  Iowa.  Seven  of  these  are 
in  New-England,  ten  in  New-York  and  Pennsylvania, 
eight  are  in  the  Southern  States,  fifteen  in  the  Western 
States,  most  of  which,  forty-five  years  ago,  were  only  a 
howling  wilderness,  and  had  only  been  trodden  by  the 
footsteps  of  the  savage  Indian,  prowling  for  prey,  and  of 
the  beasts  of  the  forest. 

"  At  these  schools  are  taught  the  following  branches  : 
Institutes  of  Medicine,  Theory  aud  Practice  of  Physic, 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  Materia  Medica, 
Medical  Botany,  Medical  Jurisprudence,  General,  Des- 
criptive and  Surgical  Anatomy,  General  Therapeutics, 
Midwifery,  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Clinics 
and  Chemistry.  None  of  these  have  a  term  of  less  than 
four  months  duration,  and  many  of  them  have  adopted 
the  regulation  suggested  by  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, of  a  term  of  six  months.  There  can  be  but 
little  to  choose  between  any  of  these  schools.  For  the 
degree  of  the  doctorate,  they  all  require  that  the  stu- 
dent, before  commencing  the  study  of  his  profession, 
shall  be  well  acquainted  with  the  English  and  Latin  lan- 
guages, and  shall  have  a  knowledge  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Philosophy  ;  that  he  shall  have  studied  three 
full  years,  including  the  time  of  lectures,  with  some  regu- 
lar practitioner  of  medicine  ;  that  he  shall  have  attended 
two  full  courses  of  lectures  in  some  of  the  accredited 


schools  of  medicine  in  the  country,  and  shall  have  passed 
through  a  regular  examination  before  the  college  faculty 
of  medicine,  and  a  board  of  censors,  and  shall  have  read 
and  defended  a  dissertation  on  some  medical  subject. 
Scarcely  a  greater  requirement  is  demanded  at  any  Eu- 
ropean Medical  College,  and  certainly  I  believe  that  no 
greater  facilities  or  opportunities  for  procuring  a  medi- 
cal education  can  be  obtained  in  Europe,  than  in  the 
United  States.  If  our  young  men  now  go  abroad  to 
pursue  their  medical  studies,  it  may  be  more  for  the 
name  of  so  doing,  than  for  any  real  utility.  If  we  con- 
tinue to  improve  for  the  next  fifty  years,  as  fast  as  we 
have  during  the  last  half  century,  it  will  not  be  surpris- 
ing, if  it  is  as  customary  for  European  medical  students 
to  resort  to  America  for  the  completion  of  their  educa- 
tion, as  it  has  heretofore  been  for  American  students  to 
resort  to  Europe. 

"It  has  been  supposed  by  many,  that  the  multipli- 
cation of  medical  schools  in  the  United  States  was  an 
evil  greatly  to  be  deplored,  as  that  thereby  the  facilities 
for  obtaining  a  medical  education  would  be  so  great, 
that  the  standard  of  medical  knowledge  would  be  low- 
ered, and  that  the  country  would  be  flooded  with  half 
educated  physicians.  Let  us  examine  this  subject.  In 
forty  medical  schools  in  the  United  States,  there  pro- 
bably attend  annually  about  four  thousand  pupils,  or, 
on  an  average,  one  hundred  students  to  each  school, 
which  I  believe  is  not'  far  from  the  fact.  It  is  supposed 
that  at  least  one  quarter  of  these  receive  the  degree  of 
the  doctorate  in  each  year.  There  are  in  the  United 
States  about  twenty-five  millions  of  inhabitants  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  supposed  that  about  one  physician 
is  required  for  about  one  thousand  inhabitants,  which  is 
a  small  estimate.  This  will  give  twenty-five  thousand 
physicians  to  the  population  of  the  country.  If  the  in- 
crease should  be  as  great  for  the  time  to  come  as  it  has 
been  for  a  few  years  past,  one  million  of  inhabitants  will 
be  annually  added  to  our  population,  which  will  require 
one  thousand  physicians  more  a  year,  at  the  rate  we 
have  estimated,  just  about  as  many  as  now  graduate. 
So  that  our  forty  schools  can  now  be  well  sustained, 
and  it  will  have  room  for  the  erection  of  many  more 
new  schools,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  established  and 
supported. 

"  When  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  was  es- 
tablished, in  the  year  1823,  which,  was  the  fourteenth 
medical  school  organized  in  the  Union,  a  hue  and  cry 
was  raised  against  it  in  Boston  and  elsewhere,  stating 
that  the  school  was  not  needed,  and  that  the  multipli- 
cation of  medical  schools  tended  to  increase  empiricism  ; 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  take  away  from  her  some 
of  the  privileges  which  were  awarded  to  Harvard  M<  di- 
cal  College.  The  attempt  was  not  successful.  Berk- 
shire went  on  her  way  rejoicing;  and  she  has  always 
kept  pace  with*  her  rival  at  Boston  in  the  number  of  her 
students,  and  her  requirements  for  the  doctorate  have 
always  been  the  same  with  those  of  Harvard.  Some 
years  she  has  even  had  more  students  than  the  school 
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at  Boston.  It  is  now  almost  universally  acknowledged 
that  as  good  a  medical  education  can  be  obtained  at 
Berkshire,  as  at  Boston.  There  was  the  same  opposi- 
tion to  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia, 
by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  and  although  by 
many  the  University  has  been  considered  the  best  medi- 
cal school  in  the  Union,  it  is  now  generally  acknowledged 
that  Jefferson  Medical  College  is  in  every  respect  equal 
to  her,  both  in  point  of  numbers  and  requirements. 
These  remarks  show  that  our  medical  schools  are  not 
increasing  too  rapidly." 


Ohio   Medical  Journal. 

Dr.  Howard,  in  a  recent  editorial  has  taken  excep- 
tions to  the  endorsement  of  Dr.  Wood's  late  pamphlet, 
by  the  Faculty  at  Buffalo,  and  publishes  in  his  last 
number  a  reply  and  defence,  to  which  we  give  place, 
written,  as  it  will  be  seen,  by  one  of  the  Professors.  In 
a  rejoinder,  which  accompanies  the  letter,  Dr.  Howard 
shows  that  his  opinion  of  the  demerits  of  the  publica- 
tion in  dispute  remains  unchanged.  Our  readers  will 
form  their  own  opinions,  but  in  our  judgment  Profes- 
sor Lee  has  done  himself  credit,  by  this  correspondence, 
which  contains  more  truth  than  poetry. 

LETTER  FKOM  PROFESSOR  LEE. 

"  My  Dear  Sir  :  In  the  last  number  of  your  Jour- 
nal I  notice,  in  a  review  of  Dr.  Wood's  "  Hints  to  the 
People  upon  the  Profession  of  Medicine,"  published  by 
Mr.  Derby,  of  this  city,  some  animadversions  upon  my- 
self and  colleagues  of  the  Buff  do  Medical  College,  for 
a  recommendation  of  the  same,  as  found  in  your  ;u'ver- 
tisements.  It  is  due  to  myself  to  say  that  my  name 
was  appended  to  said  recommendation  without  my 
knowledge  an.d  consent,  and  while  I  was  absent  in  New- 
York.  I  am  also  authorized  in  saying  that  Professor 
Hadley,  and  probably  others,  whose  names  are  append- 
ed thereto,  never  saw  the  paper  until  published  in  your 
Journal. 

"  The  remarks  you  have  quoted,  doubtless,  do  great 
injustice  to  our  medical  schools,  and  the  character  of 
medical  students,  and  are  altogether  unworthy  of  the 
author  of  the  essay  in  which  they  appear.  I  disapprove 
of  them  as  mucli  as  you  do,  and  regret  that,  through 
inadvertance,  probably,  they  were  allowed  to  go  forth 
to  the  world  ;  for  I  have  so  much  confidence  in  the 
candor  and  good  sense  of  the  author,  that  I  have  no 
doubt  he  would  have  suppressed  them,  had  he  given 
the  matter  a  little  reflection.  But  still,  they  are  but  as 
spots  on  the  disc  of  the  sun,  resplendent  with  light  and 
glory  ;  and  as  I  look  upon  the  essay  as  a  whole,  I  see 
there  specks,  no  more  than  I  do  the  natural  spots  on 
the  sun's  surface,  which  require  a  smoked  glass,  or  a 
telescope,  in  order  to  bring  them  into  view.  Had  I 
been  applied  to,  I  am  free  to  say,  I  should  have  recom- 
mended the  essay  ;  noi  supposing,  however,  that  by  so 
doing,  I  should  have  been  understood  as  endorsing 
every  «entiment  and  statement  therein  contained,  just 


as  you  publish  many  things,  which  you  would  hardly 
be  -willing  to  endorse,  and  perhaps  decidedly  disapprove. 
We  must  be  a  little  charitable  towards  each  other,  and 
;  not  be  hasty  to  condemn  where  the  motives  appear  to  be 
|  praiseworthy.    It  has  been  the  fashion  with  some  un- 
j  easy  spirits  to  find  fault  with  medical  schools  and  medi- 
cal education  ;  to  run  down  every  thing  indigenous, 
■  and  praise  every  thing  of  exotic  growth  ;  to  preach  in- 
cessantly— reform,  reform,  without  the  slightest  effort 
to  reform  themselves,  or  do  any  thing  to  advance  the 
j  progress  of  medical  education,  or  improve  the  state  of 
|  the  profession.    It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to 
}  grumble  and  find  fault,  and  more  individuals,  doubtless, 
!  suppose  that  by  so  doing  they  show  their  own  superi- 
ority ;  but  all  honorable  and  candid  minds  draw  a  dif- 
ferent conclusion.    If  we  look  at  the  state  of  the  medi- 
;  cal  profession  in  the  United  States,  as  it  existed  twenty 
i  years  ago,  and  compare  it  with  the  present,  we  see  a 
I  most  astonishing  advance  in  medical  education,  greater 
I  than  can  be  shown  in  any  other  profession  or  calling, 
and  the  change  must  chiefly  be  attributed  to  the  supe- 
rior instruction  furnished  by  our  Medical  Colleges.  An 
:  improvement  has  been  constantly  going  on,  and  if  the 
croakers  would  but  lend  a  hand,  and  be  a  little  more 
j  particular  with  regard  to  the  character,  and  preliminary 
j  education  and  qualifications  of  those  whom  they  admit 
i  into  their  offices  as  private  students,  we  should  in  a  few 
years  see  a  still  more  rapid  improvement,  and  we  should 
|  not  be  accused  of  graduating  those  who  are  unfit  to  be 
!  enrolled  as  members  of  the  profession. 

"  The  Israelites  would  doubtless  have  furnished  good 
brick,  if  they  had  only  had  straw,  as  our  Medical  Col- 
leges will  turn  out  good  doctors,  if  they  have  the  pro- 
per materials.  I  would  as  soon  think  of  making  the 
axle  of  a  railroad  car  out  of  white-wood,  or  a  dwelling 
of  corn-cobs,  or  seeing  wooden  nutmegs  fructify,  as  a 
scientific,  well-qualified  practitioner  out  of  some  of  the 
material  that  is  sent  us  ;  and  yet  we  are  required  not 
only  to  furnish  instruction,  but  brains  ;  to  furnish  the 
inner,  and  polish  the  outer  man  ;  to  improve  the  morals, 
and  finish  the  manners  ;  to  turn  out,  in  short,  none  but 
Sydenhams  and  Bceerhaaves,  Hunters,  Gregorys,  Coo- 
pers, Lawrences,  Rushs,  and  Godmans.  Well,  we  will 
do  all  we  can  ;  but  our  brethren  must  not  be  too  ex- 
acting ;  in  general  they  are  not ;  the  grumblers  are 
comparatively  few,  and  yearly  growing  fewer  ;  but  we 
beseech  them  to  be  a  little  more  particular  as  to  the 
material  which  is  supplied  to  our  medical  schools  ;  for 
corn  does  not  yield  wheat  flour,  nor  squash-seed,  water- 
melons ;  nor  cheat  change  into  wheat.  Let  them  but 
do  their  part,  we  will  then  do  ours.  Let  us  cultivate  a 
good  understanding,  and  pull  all  together,  and  not  stand 
grumbling  and  fault-finding,  when  there  is  need  for 
united  and  constant  exertion.  But,  to  return  to  Dr. 
Wood's  essay, — I  am  willing  to  have  it  go  forth  as  it  is  ; 
though  I  should  prefer  to  see  the  unsightly  excrescen- 
ces you  have  pointed  out  lopped  off.  It  is  calculated  to 
do  great  good,  and  I  desire,  therefore,  to  see  it  widely 
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circulated.  A  physician  whose  beat  is  infected  with  pi- 
ratical marauders  and  interlopers,  quacks,  who  are  try- 
ing to  climb  up  some  other  way,  and  poach  upon  their 
honest  neighbor's  possessions,  should  go  armed  with 
these  pamphlets  for  gratuitous  circulation.  ,They  will 
prove  as  fatal  to  the  whole  tribe  as  arsenic  to  rats  ;  whe- 
ther they  be  homoeopathic,  hydropathic,  eclectic,  botanic, 
or  mesmeric.  Their  name  is  legion.  I  am  willing  to  risk 
any  contingent  evil,  for  the  certain  good  which  they 
will  produce.  The  essay  shows  a  masterly  mind — a 
comprehensive,  philosophical,  far-reaching  intellect, 
which  views  a  subject  in  all  its  bearings  and  relations, 
and  illustrates,  with  a  clearness  of  a  sun-beam.  Honor 
then,  to  whom  honor  is  due;  and  let  us  not  seek  for 
smoked  glass,  or  magnifying  lenses,  to  discover  specks 
and  spots;  but  hail  the  blessed  light,  and  rejoice  in  its 
beams.  Truly,  your  friend, 

Chakles  A.  Lee,  M.  D." 

Buffalo,  January  26,  1852. 


Something  Rich. 

PHOSPHATE      OF  LIME. 

Verily,  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun.  Even 
the  idea  which  seems  to  come  fresh  from  the  coinage 
of  a  creative  mind,  is  but  a  resurrection  of  the  buried 
memory  of  a  thought  that  hn .'.  laid  in  "cold  obstruc- 
tion" for  centuries,  and  the  Phosphate  of  lime  finds  its 
prototype  in  Album  Graecum  !  In  the  cause  of  science 
a  man  must  make  some  sacrifice  of  modesty,  and  we 
will  be  excused  by  all  liberal  minded  persons  if  the 
adoption  of  a  vulgar  vernacular  becomes  necessary  in  a 
dissertation  upon  the  historical  virtues  of  the  Stercus 
Canium  Album  ;  in  plain  English,  white  dog  dung  ! 
According  to  authority  it  consists  almost  wholly  of 
Phosphate  of  lime,  and  was  a  long  time  since,  thank 
God — esteemed  a  marvellous  remedy  in  many  diseases. 

Has  any  deep-seeking  inquirer  into  the  mysteries  of 
human  faith,  ever  learned  the  secret  of  that  confidence 
which  is  so  strangely  reposed  in  these  stercoracious 
abominations  of  the  domestic  pharmacopoeia.  Even  Dr. 
Dunglison,  for  whom  we  entertain  the  highest  regard, 
sets  out  dog  dung  in  his  dictionary  in  all  the  priggish 
affectation  of  Greek  and  Latin. 

Many  there  are,  in  our  generation,  of  those  inspired 
blockheads  who  profess  an  instinctive  knowledge  of 
medicine,  and  entertain  a  robust  faith  in  the  curative 
virtues  of  barn-yard  poultices ;  the  cumfarty  elecam- 
pane wizards,  who  abjure  doctors'  means,  do  worlds  of 
wonders  with  yarbs  and  spells,  and  gravely  tell  you, 
with  an  air  of  superior  wisdom,  that  sheep  saffron  is 
powerful  for  a  sweat.  We  have  an  oath  registered  on 
the  records  of  early  boyhood,  which  stands  with  the 
accumulated  interest  of  a  good  many  years  unprofitably 
spent,  against  an  old  granny  who  watched  us  through 
our  spell  of  measles  and  doctored  us,  in  despite  of  our 
desperate  resistance,  with  physic  which  cost  nothing 
more  than  a  daily  walk  to  the  sheep  pasture.  There 


are  some  wrongs  which  time  may  palliate  and  repara- 
tion cure  ;  but  to  sully  the  piide  of  budding  manhood 
by  a  dose  so  diabolical,  is  an  outrage  of  a  die  so  deep, 
that,  by  the  memory  of  an  outraged  stomach,  we  can 
scarcely  now  muster  christian  charity  enough  to  forgive 
it,  although  its  author  has  been  for  many  years  in 
Abrahnm's  bosom. 

The  last,  freshest,  foulest  abomination  that  we  have 
|  heard  of,  was  reported  to  us  by  our  trusty  friend,  J.  H. 
Would  that  we  could  place  his  face  and  pantomime 
before  our  readers,  to  aid  the  description  which  lie  gave 
us  of  the  new  remedy.  Our  friend,  in  company  with 
a  companion,  who  is  also  responsible  for  the  truth  of 
the  narrative,  was  called  into  some  of  the  remote  coun- 
ties of  the  State,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer, 
on  business.  One  of  the  districts  visited  by  them  had 
been  severely  ravaged  by  dysentery,  in  that  fatal  form 
which,  under  the  name  of  "  bloody  flux,"  has  filled  so 
many  graves  in  Kentucky. 

The  disease  was  talked  of  everywhere,  and  our 
friends  heard  many  remedies  that  succeeded  in  miracu- 
lously "  curing  every  case  after  the  doctors  had  failed." 
The  crowning  essence  was  revealed  to  them  by  a  host 
who  had  cured  several  of  his  family,  and  took  some 
himself  by  way  of  experiment.  We  give  this  part  of 
the  story  in  the  language  of  the  old  gentleman,  as  it 
was  reported  to  us  by  our  friend.  "  You  must  go  out 
early  in  the  morning  while  the  dew  is  on  the  ground,  to 
the  hog-pen  ;  look  around  and  find  the  jinted  dung  of 
the  sw'me — no  other  will  answer — take  the  middle  jints 
and  bile  them  down  to  a  syrup,  and  give  freely  for 
effect!  !  !"  Compound  concentrated  syrup  of  hog  d — g  ; 
warrAVrted  to  cure  coughs,  colds,  cancers,  consumptions, 
cramps,  &c.  &c.  &c. — Prepared  after  the  process  of  the 
celebrated  Baron  Von  Thundermug  ! 

We  have  heard  it  gravely  suggested,  th;it  quite  a 
number  of  the  most  celebrated  quack  remedies  are — 
between  you  and  I,  kind  reader — composed  of  some  of 
the  above  elements.  Think  of  that,  ye  dainty  dyspep- 
tics, with  your  dinner  pills  and  digestive  fluids. — Think, 
as  the  sugar-coated  pellet  rolls  over  your  gullet  on  its 
way  to  the  gaping  abyss  beneath,  that  it  may  be  a  gild- 
ed deception,  and  that  an  aromatic  ball  from  one 
sheep's  bowels  is  thus  on  its  road  through  those  of  a 
second.  Your  Pepsin,  my  dear  madam,  and  those  nice 
homoeopathic  pillules,  may  be  Album  Grsecum,  after 
all  that  the  chemist  says  about  milk  and  sugar ;  and, 
there,  by  the  way,  that  fat  gentleman  has  just  bolted 
an  egregious  bolus  of  the  Comp.  Cone.  Extr.  of  H— g 
D — g,  supposing,  innocent  man,  that  it  is,  as  its  name 
implies,  a  Comp.  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla,  or  some  other 
neutral  substance.  Get  the  filth  from  your  stomachs, 
gentlemen;  and,  in  future,  beware  of  quack  medicines. 

Trans.  Med.  Journal 


The  promised  extracts  from  Dr.  Jackson's  pamphlet  on  the 
proposed  re. organization  of  the  National  Medical  Association, 
are  crowdud  gut  ef  this  number. 
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fHtscclltUtcous  Ktrms. 


It  \s  rumored  (.hat  another  professorship  is  in  the 
market  already  in  the  New-York  University,  by  the 
resignation  of  the  Professor  of  Practice,  so  that  another 
of  the  subs  is  in  expectancy  of  promotion  to  the  "  ex- 

'  pensive  luxury" 'of  lecturing  as  one  of  the  governing  fa-  | 
cutty  !  The  surest  passport  to  an  appointment  would 

'  seem  to  be,  relationship  to  an  Emeritus  professor,  who 
may  be  gained  over  by  the  appointment  of  his  son-in-  ! 
law,  this  being  a  paramount  claim,  more  important  than 
either  knowledge  or  experience. 

We  learn  from  Philadelphia,  that  the  Pennsylvania 
Medical  College  is  about  to  change  hands,  a  new  Fa- 
culty being  on  the  eve  of  organization.  We  repeat  our 
conviction  heretofore  expressed,  that  not  more  than  three  I 

"  Medical  Colleges  can  be  sustained  in  our  sister  city,  and  , 
again  suggest  to  the  powers  that  be,  amalgamation  with 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine,  as  the  dictate  of 
policy  and  duty. 

The  "Eclectic  Medical  College,"  and  the  "Metropo- 
litan Medical  College,"  are  the  names  given  to  the  two 
projected  new  schools,  which  are  before  the  Legislature 
of  this  State  for  incorporation,  both  to  be  located  in  this 

"  city,  should  they  succeed  in  obtaining  a  charter.  Com- 
petition is  the  life  of  business,  though  the  manufacture 
of  doctors  is  a  trade,  which  can  be  overdone  by  our  three 
regularly  established  Faculties. 

The  commencements  of   our  several  New- York  | 
Schools  have  recently  been  held.    Professor  Stevens 
delivered  the  usual  Hippocratean  eulogy  at  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surqx-ons,  and  conferred  the  decree 
of  M.  D.  on  fifty-nine  of  the  class.   Professor  Doremus 
and  the  Hop.  Mr.  Marsh,  one  of  the  Trustees,  addressed 
the  graduating  class  of  the  New-York  Medical  College,  j 
which  numbered  twenty-one.    Professor  Bedford  pro-  j 
nounced  the  valedictory  to  the  University  class,  which  •! 
numbered  ninety-eight.    He  assured  the  young  gentle- 
men that  they  were  now  perfectly  "equal  to  their  pro- 
fessors!" bat  whether  he  meant  that  the  ninety-eight 
were  equal  to  the  fourteen,  including  governing  and  non- 
governing  professors;  or  whether  lie  pronounced  each 
of  the  ninety  eight  equal  to  any  one  of  the  faculty,  in- 
cluding himself,  was  not  apparent.    In  either  case,  it 
was  a  high  compliment,  coming  from  such  a  source.  It 
seems,  however,  that  all  did  not  appreciate  it,  for  one 
of  them  was  overheard  to  say,  on  retiring,  that  he  had 
no  ambition  to  be  equal  to  the  orator  in  gas. 

The  course  of  Clinical  lectures  at  the  New-York  Hos- 
pital is  now  in  progress.  The  summer  course  by  the 
non-governing  Faculty  at  the  New-York  University  is 
yet  in  embryo,  and  must  be  made  free  to  all,  in  order  to 
get  even  a  handful  of  students.  That  twenty-five  dol- 
lars! for  the  course,  to  be  deducted  from  the  fees  of  the 
next  winter,  is  so  transparent  a  device,  to  get  students 
committed  for  the  year,  that  not  even  the  flats  will  take 
the  hook.    The  course  of  free  lectures  at  the  New-York 


Medical  College  in  Thirteenth-street,  will  commence  next 
Monday.    See  announcement  on  first  page. 

The  first  number  of  a  New- York  Journal  of  Pharmacy 
appeared  in  January,  and  we  hailed  its  advent  and  pre- 
dicted its  success.  No  other  number  has  yet  reached 
us,  and  we  fear  that  its  future  issue  is  delayed  from  some 
cause.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  committee  are 
waiting  for  the  ten  thousand  dollars  from  the  State 
Treasury  .'"application  for  which  is  pending  at  Albany. 
Our  own  opinion  is,  that  those  schools  and  journals, 
which  cannot  sustain  themselves  without  the  public 
money,  "  ought  to  break,"  and  the  sooner  the  better. 
They  are  all  conducted  for  private  emolument,  and  if  so, 
have  no  claim  on  the  State. 

Two  circulars  have  simultaneously  reached  us,  which 
resemble  each  other  in  being  issued  in  letter  form,  and 
obviously  designed  to  be  mailed  to  the  profession  indi- 
vidually. The  one  is  that  of  the  University  of  New-York 
appealing  to  the  profession  to  sustain  them  in  their  new 
organization,  and  is  printed  on  letter  paper.  The  other 
is  the  circular  of  Samuel  M.  Elliott,  M,.  D.,  artistically 
lithographed,  and  announcing  his  course  of  lectures  on 
the  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  therapeutics  of 
the  human  eye,  together  with  the  fac  simile  of  certifi- 
cates commending  the  lecturer  in  the  highest  terms,  and 
bearing  the  well  known  signatures  of  Professors  Molt, 
\  Draper,  Pattison,  Dickson  and  Goldsmith,  with  life  like 
exactitude,  having  been  engraved  from  the  originals. 
We  can  discover  nodifference  in  these  similar  documents, 
except  that  the  latter  offers  instruction  without  money 
and  without  price  ;  while  the  burden  of  the  former  is  in 
relation  to  the  fees  ! 

The  project  of  educating  Female  Dentists  is  now 
gravely  urged  on  the  ground  that  it  is  indelicate  for 
operations  on  the  teeth  of  ladies  to  be  performed  by 
males.    What  nextl 

The  Governors  of  the  New-York  Hospital  have  re- 
solved not  to  admit  cases  of  Typhus  or  Ship  Fever  into 
their  wards  hereafter,  lest  the  contagion  shall  endanger 
the  other  inmates.  During  the  last  year  more  than  fifty 
thousand  dollars  of  public  money  was  expended  for  new 
buildings  and  new  modelling  the  old  ones,  on  the  avowed 
pretext  that  the  free  ventilation  required  to  protect 
the  patients  from  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases,  fevers 
included,  demanded  this  heavy  expenditure.  The  public 
had  supposed  that  a  Fever  Hospital  had  been  included 
in  the  vast  improvements  recently  made,  but  it  seems 
not.  Some  curiosity  has  been  expressed  whether  the 
new  regulation  was  made  by  the  non-medical  Governors, 
or  whether  thev  acted  at  the  instance  of  the  medical 
corps  of  the  Hospital ;  for  if  the  latter,  they  have  cer- 
tainly been  mindful  of  their  own  safety,  as  well  as  that 
of  their  patients,  which  is  verj  prudential  and  conside- 
rate. We  hope  that  the  other  hospitals  will  still  be 
open  for  the  victims  of  ship  fever,  whatever  may  be  the 
hazards  of  such  medical  service. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Kl  ERST  ED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT. 

The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  M  dicine, 
throughout  the  United  [.States,  is  particularly  callod  to  the  above  named 
invaluable-  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receivnii;  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  o 

AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OR  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR  j  g 
LFRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVEK  OR  OTHER] 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,    BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 
&c.  &c. 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 
or  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  Or  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  TERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  ai.l  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  ULCERS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use  ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address., 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 

Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  529  Broadway, 
( cor.  of  Spring-street,  New-  York.) 

**  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 
JAMES  W.  SMITHV  or.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCL1FF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  N.  J. 
R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristown,  N.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  IHster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Stamford,  Ct.  and 
S.  SAWYER,  124  Lake-st.  Chicago,  III. 


A.  B.  8c    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  Ml  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW- YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Price, 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
■meals  of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzcs.Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware.  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 
Roots, 

6111111  COB-LIVER  OIL, 

ogether  with  every  Article  comprising  the  Slock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

Hill  OF  OPIUM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drvg 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  bad  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  aim-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 

bility  of  body  and  mind ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  t{C.  tfc. 
And  being  punned  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera- 
on  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headach, 

/V«r  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  general  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  olhei  Opiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  white  ■  Blorphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  stale  of 
combination  too.  produce  all  the  ebaraoteiis.ic  effects  of  so  triumnhant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  live  of  its  other  valuable  principles  arc  excluded. 

2.  In  iis  effects,  the  Elixir  is  inorechnrncteristic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Mori-bine. 

:i.  And  us  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeleriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latier  from  beinsr  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  he 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  all  their  salutary  and  h.ippy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.J.,  July  7,1840. 

Gentlemen,— 1  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMvnn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  1  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  ed  to  art  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  hud  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  firs'  presented  lo  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  ii n  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  either  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  lo  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
state  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  hours 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  wilh  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes;  but  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  wilh  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after, 
wards,  and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  lo  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  1  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeliug 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti-emetic  it  is  invnln- 
unble.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  tho  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  are  sufficient  lo  convince  the 
most  sreptical  that,  v.  hen  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  oilier 
urticles  in  use  foi  particular  conditions.       Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.D. 

XT  NOTICE. —  A.  B.&D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun-, 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  1-41.  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during  lhat 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consumeis  that  no  Elixir  of  Opium 
will  hereafter  be  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper,  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  A .  B.  Ac  D.  Sands.  Wholesale  Druggists,  14 1  William-street,  corner  of 
Pulton,  New-York.   Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  "PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  ia  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  pure  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  pondered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  and  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  mediea.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  Sic.  &c.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
&c.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instances  more  than  half)  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  tbe  American  market. 

It  seems  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  things.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  km 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
eharge,  through  the  New-York  Express  newspaper,  they  say : 

"  The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im- 
posed upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
in  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  S1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  80  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them,  for  those  thnt  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  on  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  sell  for,  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  leaf  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apotliecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  cheapness,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on,  and  that  is,  that  it  shall  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  pure  chemicals  is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  are  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
are  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

PURE  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  ia  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  wc  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
in  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDRO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS 

are  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vacuum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, aud  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
in  common  use,  and  which  are  sufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 


Among  them  are*- 


Extract  of  Belladonna, 

Extract  ol 

Hops, 

"  Butternut, 

Jalap, 

"  BhTodroot, 

Nu-t'vomica, 

**  Conium, 

Pinkroot, 

"             "  Seeds, 

« 

Quassia, 

'*             11  German, 

Rhubarb, 

"  Chamomile, 

Sarsaparilla,  Simplex, 

"         Colocynth,  Ordinary, 

"  Compound, 

"               "  Opt. 

Para    "  Alcoholic, 

"         Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 

Hon.    "  '• 

"                "  Inspissated, 

Stramonium. 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Seeds, 

"         Gentian,  Opt. 

English  Valerian, 

"             "  Ordinary, 

Dutch 

"  Hyosciamus, 

It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert.  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plants,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  &c.  &c. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  &c. 
all  the  active  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  we 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  &c.  &.c. ;  aud  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  variooe 
Medical  Associations,  aud  of  Physiciaus  and  Apothecaries  when- 
ever known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  the  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  the 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  Sehieffdin,  Haines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New- York. 


OUR  CHEMICAL  FACTORY 

(KNOWN  AS  T1IS  BELLE  MONT  LABORATORY) 

It  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  H.  CURRIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Antimony  Tartrate,  Crystals, 
Pulv. 

Ammonia,  Aqua, 

"        Liquor  Fort. 
Ammoniated  Alcohol, 

"  "  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitras, 

"  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
<•      "  "  Pure 

"    Sulphas,  Pure, 

Exsiccat, 
Iodide,  Arsenic, 
"  Lead, 
•'        "  Crystals, 
H  Iron, 
«       "  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

"        "      "  Crystals, 
"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals  differ  in  appearance  from  the  clie- 
snteaJe  of  eommeroe,  as  well  as  in  their  valuable  psoptrtUs,  and 


Morphine,  Acetate, 
Granville's  Lotion, 
Oil  Copaiva, 
Oil  Cubebs, 
Collodion,  1  oz.  vials, 
Precipitated  Chalk, 
Prussic  Acid, 
Potassa  Nitras,  Pure, 
Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 
Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 
Sulphuret  PctaSss, 
Vallet'a  Ferruginous  Mass, 
Zinci  Acetas, 
Zinci  Sulphas, 
Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Labarraqne, 

Confection  Roses, 
Confection  Senna, 
Blue  Pill  Mass, 
Ung  Mercurial. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article  ; 
while  those  usually  solo"  are  in  the  powdered  state,  ill  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  in  operatiou  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 

gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  the  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  true  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
lute  in  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce., 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
verizing Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Rcsiu  collected  in  fears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammony,  a]s0)  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  Medicines"  not  only 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  -can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  unpowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  confi<f*uc.«  thai, 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  rtrug^  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  from  Deing  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and  also  in  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
sent  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  the  "  Extra 
Medicines"  of 

Philip  fkliieffelin,  Haines  k  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

In  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  we 
hace  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  on 
our  men  premises.  hi  n  !'»<#  M  mmhu  Yj  tlogga 


EXTRA  POWDERS. 


Aromntic  Powder,  U.  8.  P. 
Pulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Alum, 

"  Allspice, 

"  Aloes,  Cape, 
"  Socot, 

"  Assafcerida, 

"  Antimony,  Ref.  Blk.  Sulph. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

'•  Aniseeds, 

"  Baybcrry  Bark, 

*'  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root, 

"  Bitter  Root, 

"  BlarkRoot, 

"  Borax, 

"  Buchu, 

"  Caraway  Seeds, 

"  Cantharides, 

•'  Canella  Alba, 

"  Cardamon,  (Seeds  i 

"  Cicuta, 

"  Crancsbill, 

"  Cloves, 

'•  Cinnamon,  ordinary, 
"         "  Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  Columbo, 

V  Colchicum  Roo 
"         "  Seed, 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs, 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 

"      "     1  oz.  vials, 


Foenugrek  Seed, 
Gentian  Root, 
(iin»er,  Jamaica, 
Golden  Seal, 

Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 
Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 
Gamboge, 
Mastich, 
Myrrh, 


Hellebore, 


ith. 


Pnlv.  Hyosciamus, 

"  Ipecac,  without  the  woody 
centre, 

"  Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover's 

Powders.) 

"  Jalap, 

"  Kino,  True, 

"  Lobelia, 

Seeds, 

"  Mandrake. 

"  Marsh  Rosemary, 

"  Mace, 

"  Mezereon, 

"  Nux  Vomica, 

"  Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 

"  Nutmegs, 

"  Nut::alls, 

"  Opium,  Turkey, 

"  Orange  Peel,' 

"  Orris  Root, 

"  Pepper,  Cayenne,  Amcr. 

Black, 

'•  Peruvian  Bark,  I.oxa, 
"  "  Bed, 

"  "  Calisaya, 

"  Prickly  Ash  Bark, 

"  Pink  Root, 

"  Pleurisy  Root, 

"  Rhubarb,  Turkey, 
"         "       East  India, 

"  Rhatany  Root, 

"  Sarsaparilla,  Para, 

"  Sage, 

"  Summer  Savory, 

"  Sweet  Marjoram, 

'*  Sabina, 

"  Senna,  Alex. 

"  Seneka  Root, 

"  Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 

"  "  Virgin, 

"         "  "    1  oz.  vials. 

"  Snakeroot,  Virginia 

"  Squills, 

"  Sulphate  Copper, 

"       "  Potass, 

"  UvaUrsi, 

**•  Valerian.  English, 
<tc.  See. 


Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 
When  i»ut  up  in  H  and  Vfc  poond 


10  CENTS  PER  POf  KD 


As  many  of  the  Gums,  &c  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, 
Aloes,  Aseafcetida,  &c.  &.C.  they  are  very  liable  to  run  together  and  become 
|  9olid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  frith  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  Sic.  Sic.  Some  roots  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  &c.  Sec.  arc  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powdeis  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  solid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  replace  them  with  others  that  are 
freshly  powdered. 

The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  6uch  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  us  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
uui-.   t-uen  ordered  in  bulk. 

The  volue  of  this  oil,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseases,  is  no  longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to  he  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medi'-ino 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— In  addition  to  the  Euro,  Medicines,  m  also  keep  a 
large  and  tcell-assorted  stock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Eseential 
Oils  and  otlier  Liquidates  obtain  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  every  knovn.  0*  6>r  impurities ;  and  we  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
oj  Drugs  in  the  powdered  „>ale. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  sucli  that  tee  ran  offer  inducements 
to  dealers,  ichich  mtisr  influence  all  alio  not  only  like  to  have  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  ot  the  same  time  to  have  goods  that  are  ink  at  they  pur- 
port to  be,  and  such  as  tcill  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES  Si  CO. 
Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists,  New-York. 
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NEW-YORK 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE 

1852. 

EAST   THIRTEENTH  -  STREET. 

THE  SPRING  AND  SUMMER  COURSE  OF  LEC- 
TURES will  commence  ou  Monday,  April  5lh,  and  continue 
until  the  end  of  August. 

On  the  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  of  the  Male  and  Female 
Pelvis,  including  also  Syphilis  and  the  diseases  of  the  genito- 
urinary orgaus,  by 

J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  D. 
On  Toxicology  with  practical  illustrations,  by 
R.  O.  DOREMUS,  Jf.  D. 
On  the  Organic  Diseases  of  Females,  by  J- 
B.  F.  BARKER,  M.  D. 

Medical  Cliniqne  on  Monday,  by  Professor  Green. 
Medical  Cliuique  on  Tuesday,  by  Professor  Barker. 
Surgical  Cliuique  on  Thursday,  by  Professor  Carnochan. 
General  and  Syphilitic  Cliuique  at  the  Emigrants'  Hospital,  on 
Saturday,  by  Professor  Carnochan. 

The  Dissecting  rooms,  with  abundance  of  materiel,  will  be 
open  until  the  first  of  May. 

Lectures  on  General  and  Microscopical  Anatomy,  with  de- 
monstrations by 

D.  S.  CON  ANT,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

R.  O.  DOREMUS, 

Secretary  of  the  Faculty. 
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Medical  Examiner, 

Residence  8P  Xinth-street 
be  Company  riailv-  from  1  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 
G  P  nAMMANN,  M.  D.  Consulting  Physician.  | 
KPGAK  8  YANWIXKLE,  Counsel. 

ull  tables,  forms  of  proposals,  and  every  ! 
Ix  'lorwarded  on  application  at  the  office  of  the  j 
No.  27  WALL-STREET,  NEW-YORK. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Til  MEAT  JB1WT, 

OR 

THE   CONCENTRATED   EXTRACT  OF  BEEF, 

COMBINED  WITH  FLOUR, 
Invented   and   Manufactured  in  Texas, 
By  GAIL  BORDEI,  Jun. 

Secured  by  Patent  in  Inc  United  Stales  and  in  England. 

This  new  article,  forms  the  most  portable,  convenient 
and  useful  diet,  ever  offered  to  the  public.  The  "Council 
I^Cedal  "  was  awarded  to  the  inventer  at  the  Great  Ex- 
hibition in  London  ;  thus  showing  the  appreciation  there  had  of 
its  merits,  after  a  most  thorough  examination  by  the  distinguished 

Jury,  and  the  analysis  by  Dr.  Xivon  Elayfair,  T.  R.  S. 

to  whose  report,  reference  may  be  made. 

Dr.  J.  IYE.  Eailey  United  States  special  Inspector  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Xi.  Chilton  Chem- 
ist of  New- York,  have  also  attested  to  the  excellence  of  the  Meat 
Biscuit. 

The  Gold  Medal  of  the  American  Institute,  has 

also  been  awarded  "  for  this  new  and  valuable  article,"  as  well  as 
for  "Pure  Beef  Iiard  "  produced  in  its  manufacture.  The 
Meat  Biscuit  is  eminently  adapted 

For  Travellers  by  sea  and  laud. 

For  the  Marine  Service  generally.  The  health  of 
seamen  would  be  preserved,  and  their  comfort  increased  by  the 
use  of  it.  Having  the  quality  of  meat  fresh  from  the  slaughter, 
it  would  doubtless  prove  anti-scorbutic  ;  and  with  the  sailors'  salt 
provision,  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

For  Dispeptics,  Invalids  and  Convalescents, 

it  is  peculiarly  suitable,  from  its  easy  digestibility,  and  highly  nu- 
tritious properties.  It  is  entirely  free  from  fat,  salt  or  other  con- 
diment, or  antiseptic  whatever. 

For  Family  Use,  and  in  all  circumstances  where  fresh 
meat  is  wanted,  the  Meat  Biscuit  will  be  found  most  useful  and 
economical. 

It  can  be  readily  prepared  for  use  as  a  Soup,  Pudding,  Sauce 
and  Mince  Pie.  Cne  pound  contains  the  nutriment  or  essence 
of  five  pounds  of  the  best  fresh  beef.  One  OUUCe  will  make  a 
pint  of  rich  nutritious  soup  ;  and  for  a  Mince  Pie  only  two  ounc- 
es, to  every  pound  of  fruit. 

The  Preservative  qualities  of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been 
tested,  both  by  sea  and  land,  for  more  than  twenty  months  past. 
It  has  been  carried  to  California  across  the  plains,  and  by  Cape 
Horn, — to  Canton  and  the  Arctic  seas,  and  back  again;  and  a 
canister  has  also  made  seven  consecutive  voyages  between  Gal- 
veston and  New-York,  all  remaining  in  a  perfectly  sound  state, 
as  when  first  manufactured. 

Numerous  and  high  testimonials  of  the  value  and  excellence 
of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been  received  by  the  inventor.  Lo- 
renzo Sherwood,  Esq.  formerly  of  New-York,  now  resident  at  Gal- 
veston, the  place  of  manufacture,  testifies  "  to  the  great  care  and 
cleanliness  observed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Meat  Biscuit." 
He  says,  "  I  can  give  the  assurance  that  greater  cleanliness  could 
not  possibly  be  observed,  while  only  the  best  quality  of  beef  and 
flour  that  can  be  obtained,  is  made  use  of." 

Sold  by 

J.  H.  Browcr  &.Co.  Sole  agents  in  New-York,  45  South  St. 
where  the  Inventor  may  be  addressed. 
Also  Sold  by 
Wade  &.  Osl  o  ne,  f  t.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hamlin  &  Perkins,  New  Bedford  Centre-st. 
Peirce  ck.  Bacon,  Boston,  Mass. 
Win.  Boliae.t,  London,  2  St.  Patera  Alley,  Comhill. 


A.  B.  &,    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW- YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cosh,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  llie  Lowest  Market  Prires 
a  largo  anil  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  Frcncli,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles.  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Lahols,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
!    Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware.  Halters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 

^IfitHil  COB-LIVTR  OIL, 

ogelherwith  every  Article  comprising  the.  £tock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

iMim  of  mm 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drag 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
u;mn  which  its  had  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  tttid  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action.  Ice  lee. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  Us  opcra- 
on  is  attended  by 

JYo  sicklies*  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headach. 

Nor  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  general  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  otherOpiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  bcinK 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  stale  of 
combination  too.  produce  all  the  characteristic  effects  of  so  triumphant  8 
remedy,  when  four  or  fiveof  its  other  valuable  principles  are  excluded.  | 

2  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  morecharactei  istic,  permanent  nnd  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  And  as  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  or  deteriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latter  from  being  used  with  precision  anil  effect. 
\  To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  n  remedy,  may  he 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  all  their  salutary  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  » ill  uecord 
with  the  experience  of  evc  rv  Phvsician  who  may  adopt  the  U6e  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  it  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7, 1810. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  ine  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  rvspect  to  its  operation  in 
niy  practice.  I  have  frequently  w  iluessed  iis  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  ed  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  w  hen 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  lo  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  no  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  cither  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  to  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
ease  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
stale  resembling  calalcpsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  houn 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  with  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes;  hut  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  mid  the  same  results  followed.  1  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  Sho  cautioned 
we  uot  lo  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  u  would 
Hiakc  her  worse.  I  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  know  ledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeling 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  thai  as  an  anti-emetic  it  is  iiivnln- 
uahle.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  are  sufficient  to  com  hir  e  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  lo  all  other 
articles  in  use  fot  particular  conditions.      Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEB'S,  M.D. 

XT  NOTICE. — A.  B.&D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun-, 
all  hia  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  vear  1-41,  and  by  whom  ii  has  bei  n  prepared  during  lhat 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consumeis  that  no  Elixir  of  Opium 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper,  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  he  addressed,  a.-  hereto- 
Sire,  to  A.  II.  &  I).  Sands,  WholcsaleDruggists,  141  Williani-slrcel,  corner  of 
Ir'ullon,  New-Voik.    Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 
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Medical  Journalism. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  Medical  Journals  in 
every  part  of  our  country,  has  awakened  the  appre- 
hension, that  this  increase  may  be  beyond  any  existing 
or  prospective  demand, — and  still  worse,  that  it  may 
lead  to  a  deterioration  in  the  character  and  influence, 
which  have  heretofore  characterized  the  Medical  press 
of  the  country.  The  former  of  these  fears  may  be  al- 
layed by  the  assurance  that  it  is  an  evil  which  must 
correct  itself,  except  so  far  as  the  ephemeral  existence 
of  new  journals  may  be  mischievous  and  disreputable. 
But  we  confess  that  the  latter  apprehension  would  seem 
to  be  well  founded,  as  may  be  illustrated  by  certain  re- 
cent examples.  A  few  reflections  on  this  subject  may 
therefore  be  well  timed  and  appropriate. 

Hitherto,  with  few  exceptions,  the  Medical  Journals 
have  kept  within  their  strictly  professional  sphere,  and 
preserved  a  dignified  and  respectful  bearing  towards 


j  each  other  and  towards  the  fraternity  every  where  ; 
J  and  this  even  in  their  critical  department,  where  the 
temptation  to  be  discourteous  and  personal  is  some- 
times very  great. 

The  source  of  the  departures  from  this  course,  which 
in  a  few  recent  instances  have  been  justly  condemned, 
is  the  fact  that  more  than  one  of  the  late  publications, 
claiming  to  take  rank  with  the  medical  press,  are  either 
partizan  in  their  character  and  gotten  up  for  the  sup« 
port  of  certain  schools  or  cliques ;  or  they  are  strictly 
the  organs  of  certain  individuals,  or  professors,  who, 
with  the  editors,  constitute  those  "  Mutual  Admira~ 
tion- Societies,"  which  are  becoming  the  bane  of  the 
fraternity,  and  making  themselves  the  laughing  stocks 
of  the  whole  profession.    Without  particularizing  far- 
ther at  present,  which  might  be  deemed  invidious,  we 
would  indicate  only  a  few  of  the  signs  such  journals 
exhibit,  that  a  diagnosis  may  be  easv.    In  the  first 
place,  the  parties  connected  with  the  "  organ  "  will  be 
found  to  speak  in  terms  of  laudation  of  each  other  re- 
ciprocally, and  include  in  their  reports  of  cases,  lie.  the 
names  of  the  different  members  of  their  cliques,  with 
similar  glorifying  expletives.     One  gives  chloroform 
"  with  his  usual  consummate  skill,"  and  another  made 
a  physical  exploration  "  with  his'accustomed  accuracv," 
and  the  "  eminence  "  acquired  by  another  in  this  or  that 
speciality  is  duly  chronicled.    These  "Mutual  Admira- 
tion Societies,"  thus  puff. each  other,  and  yet  are  care- 
ful never  to  name  any  body  else  in  terms  of  commen- 
dation, however  worthy  or  skilful ;  except  those  whose 
popularity  or  elevated  position  may  thus  be  made  tri- 
butary to  their  clique.    Moreover,  such  partizan  jour- 
nals, whether  sustained  by  individuals  for  private  and 
personal  glorification,  or  by  cliques  for  the  laudation 
of  each  other,  are  employed  in  detracting  from  the 
merits,  or  disparaging  in  public  estimation,  every  new 
candidate  for  distinction  in  any  department  of  the  pro- 
fession who  has  not  become  their  sycophant,  or  first 
sought  their  imprimatur.    Those  schools  or  journals 
which  are  their  rivals,  promising  success,  are  rudely 
assaulted   and  condemned,  or  "damned  with  feint 
praise ;"  while  private  and  personal  assaults  are  made 
upon  writers,  whose  arguments  are  found  to  be  intrac- 
table, by  the  base  inuendoes  of  cowardly  malice,  and  this 
even  by  anonymous  authority.    Nor  do  such  unscru- 
pulous and  irresponsible  libellers  content  themselves 
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with  professional  criticisms,  but  insinuate  their  scandal 
against  private  character  when  they  dare  not  utter  it ; 
after  the  manner  of  those  who  menace,  through  the 
press,  betraying  their  thirst  for  black  mail,  in  the  hope 
of  intimidating  those  who  are  beyond  mercenary  mo- 
tives, and  cannot  be  bribed  into  silence,  nor  refuted  by 
any  legitimate  use  of  the  press.  Qui  capit,  ille  facit. 
None  but  the  "  galled  jades  will  wince." 

There  Ire  other  pathognomonic  signs  of  these  par- 
tizan  journals,  by  which  the  profession  may  know  and 
avoid  them,  which  may  furnish  the  topic  for  another 
article.  Any  press  which  can  be  prostituted  to  praise 
without  merit,  or  condemn  without  just  reason,  should 
be  shunned  as  a  moral  pestilence,  and  be  made  to  perish 
by  almighty  neglect.  The  only  medical  journals  which 
ought  to  be  sustained,  are  those  which  like  many  we 
could  name,  are  independent  enough  to  regard  truth, 
"  the  majesty  of  truth,"  as  paramount  to  any  clique 
however,  popular  or  powerful ;  and  to  estimate  the  dig- 
nity, honor,  and  self  respect  of  the  profession,  above 
subserviency  to  any  individual,  professor,  clique,  or 
school.  When  an}-  other  press  is  tolerated  among  us 
by  professional  support,  the  actual  degeneracy  alleged 
against  our  craft  has  commenced,  and  such  a  journal 
becomes  a  public  nuisance. 

These  are  the  sentiments  by  which  this  paper  and 
all  others  should  be  judged,  and  treated  accordingly. 
When  we  publish  any  thing  as  fact  which  is  not  true, 
our  authority  is  forthcoming,  and  ample  reparation 
made.  And  if  we  insult  our  readers  by  casting  un- 
worthy imputations  upon  a  brother  of  the  craft,  which 
are  foreign  to  the  legitimate  sphere  of  professional 
criticism,  we  shall  cease  to  deserve  recognition  or  ex- 
change with  any  reputable  journal  in  the  land.  Our 
strictures  on  public  men  and  measures  may  be  severe, 
but  they  shall  have  the  merit  of  being  true ;  from  good 
motives,  with  justifiable  ends,  and  open  to  reply  or 
criticism,  which  is  as  just  as  it  is  fair,  and  comports 
with  our  code  of  ethics,  the  "golden  rule." 


Homoeopathic  War. 

Dr.  Marcy,  of  this  city,  has  published  a  reply  to  Dr. 
Worthington  Hooker's  Book  on  Homoeopathy,  which  he 
denounces  as  "superficial  and  mendacious," and  attempts 
to  be  witty,  sarcastic  and  severe  against  "  Allopathy," 
the  raw  head  and  bloody  bones  title,  which  Dr.  Hooker 
most  unwisely  accepts  as  the  designation  of  the  science 
of  Medicine,  in  contradistinction  to  the  humbug  of  Glo- 
bulism.  Of  this  blundering  concession  and  misnomer, 
Dr.  M.  avails  himself  in  his  reply,  and  makes  some  ex- 
ceedingly clever  hits,  by  contrasting  the  medical  schools 
of  remote  antiquity,  their  rude  teachings  and  outre  re- 
medies, with  the  "Allopathy  "of  the  present  day,  all  of 
which  would  have  been  foreclosed  if  Dr.  Hooker  had 
repudiated  the  nickname,  and  the  idea  that  it,  admits, 
that  he  is  of  the  old  school,  and  Homoeopathy  is  the 
new  one. 

Rational  or  legitimate  medicine  of  the  present  day 


is  no  more  responsible  for  the  superstitious  remedies  em- 
ployed by  ancient  physicians  in  the  dark  ages,  which 
Dr.  Marcy  has  industriously  collected,  than  is  Christi- 
anity for  the  polygamy  and  witchcraft  of  antiquity. 
Physicians  who  cultivate  medical  science  at  present, 
either  as  teachers  or  practitioners,  are  not  "Allopa- 
thists,"  but  utterly  repudiate  both  the  name  and  the 
thing.  They  are  not  old  school  in  any  spnse  which  will 
justify  their  being  charged  with  entertaining  any  of  the 
crude  and  obsolete  doctrines  or  remedies  of  the  ancients 
so  pertly  paraded  by  Dr.  M.  in  his  reply.  Availing 
themselves  of  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge 
which  have  been  accumulating  for  ages,  and  separating 
these  from  the  follies  and  superstitions  with  which  they 
were  commingled,  the  science  of  medicine,  as  now  taught 
and  practised  by  enlightened  men  in  both  hemispheres, 
is  a  unit,  a  unique  and  compact  system  of  prineiples 
based  on  facts,  which,  being  the  result  of  cumulated 
experience,  are  susceptible  of  demonstration. 

The  reply  affords  ample  proof  that  though  Dr. 
Marcy  may  have  been  both  an  Allopathist  and  a  Ho 
moeopath,  as  he  professes,  yet  he  has  never  been  a  phy- 
sician ;  nor  does  he  now  understand  what  medical  science 
is,  as  it  has  become  in  the  creed  and  practice  of  intelli- 
gent and  educated  physicians.  Nor  has  Dr.  Hooker's 
book  enlightened  him,  else  he  would  not  have  jeoparded 
his  reputation  as  a  controversialist  by  the  misrepresen- 
tations with  which  his  book  abounds;  while  the  burden 
of  his  own  complaint  is  that  himself  and  his  system  are 
falsely  accused. 

But  it  is  foreign  from  our  purpose  to  attempt  anything 
like  a  rejoinder,  as  we  would  leave  that  to  Dr.  Hooker, 
who  would  not  thank  us  for  our  officious  interference  in 
what  he  can  do  much  better  for  himself.  We  will  only 
add,  that  the  reply  merits  the  exposure  of  its  sophisms 
and  the  rebuke  of  its  absurd  and  ludicrous  pretensions. 
At  the  same  time,  we  concede  that  Dr.  M.  has  made 
skilful  use  of  his  meagre  materials  in  defending  a  bad 
cause,  and  regret  that  his  talents  have  not  found  a  bet- 
ter employment.  The  critique  he  has  made  upon  the 
case  of  Dr.  J.  K.  Rodgers,  and  his  treatment,  is  deci* 
dedly  the  best  feature  of  his  reply,  and  if  he  had  written 
nothing  else,  he  would  be  more  certain  of  escaping  any 
rejoinder  than  he  can  be  now,  after  having  eked  out  so 
many  pages  of  satire  and  vituperation  against  Dr.  H. 
and  his  book. 


A  Professional  Curiosity. 

Dr.  George  C.  Blackman  has  published,  mpamplilet 
form,  his  paper  in  the  last  number  of  the  New- York 
Journal,  on  the  claims  of  priority  in  the  exsection  and 
disarticulation  of  the  lower  jaw.  For  what  purpose  this 
extra-professional  mode  of  circulating  a  critique  of  so 
very  equivocal  merit  or  propriety,  has  been  adopted, 
the  reader  will  be  at  no  loss  to  divine  from  an  "  Appen- 
dix "  which  is  adroitly  superadded,  being  a  "report  of 
several  operations  performed  by  himself!"  no  one  of 
which  deserves  to  be.  named  in  comparison  with  the 
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truly  brilliant  achievement  of  Professor  Carnochan, 
which  the  article  gratuitously  aims  to  disparage. 

Some  of  the  "  several  operations  "  of  Dr.  B.  consist- 
ed of  the  mere  use  of  the  bone-nippers,  for  exsecting  a 
fragment  of  the  maxilla,  which  in  one  case  only  "  ex- 
tended from  the  first  right  incisor  to  the  second  molar 
tooth  !" — another  "  an  epulis  of  trifling  extent !" — two 
cases  of  Carcinoma  !  in  which  any  operation  was  un- 
surgical, — of  one  of  these  it  is  said  "after  lingering  in  a 
miserable  condition  for  nearly  a  year  he  died !"  and  of 
the  other  his  physician  writes  some  months  after  the 
operation,  "  he  is  in  a  most  deplorable  condition,  alto- 
gether the  most  pitiable  object  imaginable,  and  soon  after 
he  died  !"  And  yet  Dr.  Blackmail  is  bold  enough  to 
publish  these  and  the  like  cases,  beside  a  paper  in  which 
he  detracts  from  the  merit  of  Professor  Carnochan, 
who  "  removed  the  entire  lower  jaw,  including  both 
articulations,"  and  the  patient  has  entirely  recovered 
with  scarcely  any  deformity  !  In  short  he  has  the 
courage  to  hold  up  his  farthing  light  for  comparison 
'with  the  rising  sun. 

As  to  the  question  of  priority,  the  forthcoming 
reply  in  the  New-York  Journal,  which  we  learn  will 
appear  in  the  next  number  will  consign  Dr.  B.  to  obli- 
vion, if  it  does  him  justice.  The  operation  of  Dr.  Dead- 
rick,  of  Tennessee,  was  probably  not  known  to  Dr.  B. 
and  certainly  it  was  never  acknowledged  by  any  sur- 
gical authority  in  Europe  until  it  was  published  in  the 
American  edition  of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary  in  | 
1830,  whence  Cooper,  South,  &c.  as  well  as  Dr.  Black- 
pian  himself,  derived  the  information,  and  the  reference 
to  the  American  Medical  Recorder.  Dr.  Cooper  is  the 
only  one  among  them  who  had  the  manliness  and 
honesty  to  confess  the  source  of  his  indebtedness. 


Self-raising  Flour. 

This  is  the  name  given  by  Hecker  and  Brother  of 
the  Croton  Mills,  in  our  city,  to  a  prepared  flour  of 
their  manufacture,  for  which  they  hold  a  patent,  al- 
though they  make  no  secret  of  the  preparation  or  mode 
of  mixture  to  their  confidential  friends.  The  article 
contains  less  than  one-half  per  cent,  of  the  purest  acid 
and  alkali,  with  a  due  proportion  of  the  finest  sugar 
and  salt.  It  is  simply  mixed  with  water,  and  after 
kneading,  the  dough  is  placed  in  a  hot  oven,  and  when 
baked  is  found  to  yield  a  light  cellular  bread,  superior 
to  any  which  can  be  made  by  yeast,  or  any  of  the  sub- 
stitutes for  it  ordinarily  used  in  culinary  operations. 

The  testimonials  of  their  circular  as  to  the  merits  of 
this  improvement  and  the  innocence  and  utility  of  the 
ingredients  employed,  are  from  the  highest  sources,  and 
those  who  make  trial  of  it  in  their  families  as  we  have, 
will  be  delighted  with  the  article,  and  surprised  at  the 
perfection  with  which  this  self-raising  flour  may  be 
adapted  to  all  the  various  purposes  for  which  flour  is 
used,  and  especially  in  puddings,  pastry,  &c.  Of  tiie 
healthfulness  of  such  bread  as  this  flour  makes  there 
can  be  but  one  opinion  among  all  who  tasto  it.  We 


j  cordially  recommend  this  and  the  other  products  of  the 
!  Croton  Mills,  the  enterprising  proprietors  of  which 
I  deserve  success. 


The  Mysterious  Uappings  Explained. 

We  have  several  aquaintances — otherwise  sane — 
:  who  believe  the  cause  of  the  mysterious  knockings  to 
I  be  extra  natural.  Our  own  investigations  in  that  depart- 
i  ment  of  the  wonderful  have  not  been  very  deep  or 
j  comprehensive,  forasmuch  as  the  interpreters  or  "  rae- 
|  diums  "  who  undertook  to  "  do  up  "  the  little  business 
;  we  submitted  to  them,  fibbed  so  consumedly  from  the 
i  start,  that  we  felt  assured  their  "familiars,"  if  they  had 
J  any,  belonged  to  a  location  with  which  we  had  no  wish 
j  to  cultivate  "  entangling  alliances."   Twice  we  visited 
j  those  "ladies  of  information,"  Mrs.  Fish  and  the  Misses 
j  Fox,  and  both  times  they  didn't  tell  us  one  syllable  of 
|  truth.   Under  these  circumstances,  as  our  head  is  not 
a  "hollow  beech  tree,"  the  tappings  made  no  impression 
upon  it.  Science,  however,  has  recently  explained  the 
phenomena  on  philosophical  principles,  and  we  always 
bow  to  science  with  a  feeling  of  veneration  scarcely  sur- 
passed by  that  of  a  Maine-law  man  when  he  salaams 
to  a  pump.    A  distinguished  savan — Professor  Bush, 
perhaps — has  furnished  the  Cincinnati  Commercial  with 
the  following  lucid  exposition  : 

"  The  only  true  and  legitimate  manner  of  account- 
ing taps  is  the  physiological  defects  of  the  membraneous 
system.  The  obtuseness  of  the  abdominal  indicator 
causes  the  cartilaginous  compressor  to  coangulate  into 
a  diaphragm,  and  depresses  the  duodenum  into  the 
fiandango.  Now,  if  the  taps  were  caused  by  the  voga- 
tion  of  the  electricity  from  the  extremities,  the  tympanum 
would  also  dissolve  into  spiritual  sinctum,  and  the  ol- 
factory ossificator  would  ferment  and  become  identical 
with  the  pigmentum." 

This  seems  to  us  entirely  satisfactory;  but  a  carping 
"graduate  of  one  of  the  northern  universities  "  joins 
issue  with  the  philosopher  of  the  Commercial,  through 
the  columns  of  the  Georgia  Journal.  The  "graduate" 
differs  in  toto  from  the  idea  that  "the  depression  of  the 
duodenum  into  the  flandango,"  could,  by  any  possibility, 
have  produced  the  effect  described,  and  submits  the 
following  as  a  more  rational  hypothesis: 

"  The  vibratory  motion  communicated  to  the  tunica 
albugenia  by  the  parturition  of  the  alveola  process 
effectually  disintegates  the  pericardiac  influences  of 
the  epigastrium,  and  produces  a  compound  corpuscular 
movement  of  the  lymphatic  glands;  which  abnormal 
and  diagnostical  state  of  the  nervous  system  deteriorates 
a  preponderance  of  the  lacteal  fluid  to  the  posterior  por- 
tion of  the  cerebellum,  and  predisposes  the  patient  to 
preternatural  distension  of  the  auricular  membraneous 
orifice ;  in  which  case,  the  rappings  become  painfully 
and  distinctly  audible." 

Possibly  the  "graduate"  is  right,  after  all.  In  fact, 
we  are  almost  certain  that  "auricular  distention"  has 
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something  to  do  with  the  effect  produced  by  the  mys- 
terious knockings. 


American  Veterinary  Journal. 

This  useful  monthly  is  published  in  Boston,  and  is 
ably  conducted  by  Dr.  Dadd.  The  last  number  is 
down  upon  the  actual  cautery  as  being  often  unneces- 
sarily and  improperly  applied  to  horses,  where  modern 
science  has  provided  milder  and  better  means.  If  physi- 
cians who  are  deeply  interested  in  the  subject  of  the 
medical  and  surgical  treatment  of  their  own  horses 
would  read  this  journal,  it  would  serve  to  preserve 
them  from  the  inconvenience  and  loss  they  so  often  suf- 
fer by  the  mal-practice  of  pretenders  to  veterinary  sci- 
ence, into  whose  hands  their  sick  and  lame  horses  are 
committed.  There  is  a  vast  difference  in  the  qualifica- 
tions of  horse  doctors,  as  experience  is  ever  demonstrat- 
ing, and  the  quacks  are  distinguished  with  as  great 
difficulty  as  in  any  other  department.  The  price  of  the 
Veterinary  Journal  is  only  $1  per  annum. 


Dr.  Durkee  of  Boston  is  said  to  have  acquired  great 
tact  and  skill  in  putting  up  microscopical  preparations, 
the  delicacy  and  perfection  of  which  are  said  to  equal 
the  finest  imported  from  Europe. 


Gunshot  Wounds. 

A  highly  interesting  lecture  on  the  above  important 
topic,  by  Richard  McSherry,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  of  Baltimore, 
has  been  kindly  sent  us.  It  purports  to  have  been  de- 
livered before  the  private  class  of  Dr.  J.B.  W.  Dunbar, 
of  that  city,  which  has  for  many  years  been  one  of  the 
best  preparatory  schools  in  the  country.  Dr.  McSherry 
officiated  as  a  surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  under  Gene- 
ral Scott,  during  the  late  war  in  Mexico,  and  is  one  of 
nearly  two  hundred  gentlemen  now  in  the  profession, 
who  availed  themselves  during  their  studies,  of  the  ad- 
vantages provided  in  this  "  private  university  "  of  Pro- 
fessor Dunbar. 

This  lecture  is  certainly  creditable  to  its  author,  and 
is  a  contribution  to  the  department  of  military  surgery, 
indicating  that  other  and  kindred  subjects  are  to  be 
elucidated  from  the  same  source,  by  future  lectures. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  learn  that  an  American  work  on 
this  distinct  surgical  service  is  provided  for  the  juniors 
in  our  Army  and  Navy,  and  hope  Dr.  McSherry  will 
be  encouraged  to  complete  what  he  has  so  felicitously 
begun,  and  for  which  this  production  affords  ample 
earnest  of  his  fitness. 

Such  a  work  would  be  a  valuable  aid  to  the  candi- 
dates for  examination  before  the  Army  and  Navy 
Boards,  which  very  properly  demand  a  higher  standard 
of  qualification  than  does  any  College  or  Hospital  in 
the  country.  Hence  it  is  that  such  multitudes  fail  an- 
nually to  pass  this  ordeal,  though  armed  with  the  high- 


est honors  of  the  profession  by  the  medical  schools, 
and  sent  out  to  learn  their  profession  by  actual  experi- 
ence among  their  luckless  patients.  The  knowledge 
condensed  in  this  single  lecture  on  Gunshot  wounds,  if 
it  had  been  read,  learned  and  digested,  might  have 
saved  some  unlucky  wights  we  wot  of,  rejection  by  the 
Army  Board.  That  they  failed  to  sustain  themselves 
was  not  their  fault,  but  that  of  the  university  in  which 
they  were  educated,  the  instruction  in  this  department 
having  been  meagre  and  superficial.  We  commend  Dr. 
McSherry's  lecture,  and  hope  soon  to  hear  from  him 
again  through  the  press. 


New-York  Metropolitan  Medical  College. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  application  of  a  new  medical  college  under  the  fore- 
going title,  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  have  made  a  re- 
port through  their  chairman,  the  Hon.  Wm.  Taylor, 
adverse  to  the  project. 

After  enumerating  the  six  medical  colleges  in  the 
state,  and  the  facilities  provided  for  several  others  under 
existing  charters,  the  report  says : 

"The  debts  of  these  institutions,  as  formally  reported 
to  the  Regents  of  the  University  in  1851,  were  : 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  N.  Y.  $15,000 
Medical  Department  of  Geneva  College,    .    .    .  400 
Do.  do.  New-York  University,  47,000 

Do.  do.  Buffalo  University,  3,300 

Total,       ....  iGo.'/OO 

"  No  statement  is  made  by  the  New- York  Medical 
College,  but  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  buildings  and 
apparatus  are  private  property ;  at  all  events  here  are 
four  of  the  six  medical  colleges  of  the  State,  after  being 
in  existence  for  a  greater  or  less  period  of  time,  bur- 
thened  with  a  debt  of  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  and 
one,  or  more,  or  all  of  them  annually  asking  for  assist- 
ance of  the  Legislature." 

And  after  commenting  on  these  facts,  it  continues  : 
"If  the  present  incorporated  colleges  of  the  State 
fail  to  fulfil  the  obligations  and  requirements  imposed 
upon  them  by  their  charters,  let  them  be  annulled  ;  if 
not,  why  incorporate  more  rivals  who,  in  turn,  will  seek 
for  *  aid  and  comfort '  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  ? 
With  six  medical  and  nearly  double  the  number  of  lite- 
rary colleges  in  this  state  the  idea  of  a  monopoly  in  the 
business  of  education  is  an  absurdity,  while  at  the  same 
time  no  obstacle  is  thrown  in  the  way  of  any  body  of 
men  securing  charters  from  the  Regents  for  as  many 
such  institutions  as  they  may  desire  without  the  aid  of 
legislative  intervention.  Last  year  no  less  than  three 
colleges  received  charters  from  the  Legislature;  this 
year  the  number  of  applicants  has  increased  to  five  or 
sir.  Is  it  not  time  that  this  system  of  legislation  should 
cease  ?  Are  the  people  of  the  State  ready  to  increase 
the  annual  amount  awarded  to  these  institutions  in  equal 
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ratio  to  their  rapid  annual  increase  1  Or,  if  the  fund 
remains  permanent,  is  it  to  be  divided  and  sub-divided 
until  each  one  shall  receive  an  infinitesimal  share  ?" 

The  committee  then  most  truly  add : 

"Your  committee  believe  that  the  real  difficulty  in 
regard  to  colleges  is  not  sufficiently  understood,  cer- 
tainly not  appreciated.  It  is  a  want  of  qualified  teachers 
to  fill  the  posts  of  honor  and  responsibility  to  which 
they  are  called.  In  the  formation  of  these  new  faculties, 
the  wants  and  poverty  of  some  of  these  institutions  com- 
pel them  to  take  inferior  instructors,  so  that  now,  it  is 
no  uncommon  thing,  we  learn,  for  those  appointed  to 
certain  departments  to  qualify  themselves  after  they 
have  been  elected  to  perform  the  functions  and  duties 
of  their  stations. 

"  If.  then,  the  standard  of  professorship  is  deterio- 
rating by  this  rapid  multiplication  of  colleges,  it  must  fol- 
low as  a  natural  consequence  that  the  opportunities  of 
the  student,  and  his  advance  in  knowledge,  must  suffer 
a  like  injury." 

The  report  then  proposes  an  amendment  to  the  Act 
relative  to  the  University,  to  include  medical  colleges 
among  the  other  literary  institutions  confided  to  the 
Regents  of  the  University,  whose  general  powers  of  in- 
corporation will  hereafter  meet  all  such  applications. 

Whether  either  of  the  applications  for  medical 
colleges  before  the  legislature,  will  be  successful,  will 
soon  be  known,  as  the  adjournment  is  at  hand. 

Lithontripsy. 

Dr.  Buck,  of  this  city,  reports  in  the  New-York 
Medical  Times  a  successful  case  of  this  operation.  The 
stone  was  large,  very  hard,  and  required  sixteen  repeti- 
tions of  the  operation,  at  suitable  intervals  ;  and  more 
than  four  months  were  required  before  all  the  frag- 
ments were  removed.  The  lithotrite  of  Civiale,  largest 
size  was  employed,  and  either  ether  or  chloroform  ad- 
ministered in  the  earlier,  and  some  of  the  later,  opera- 
tions. There  were  difficult  features  in  the  case,— hy- 
pospadias, contracted  meatus  requiring  enlargement, 
&c.  and  much  complication  by  the  fragments  becoming 
occasionally  impacted  in  different  portions  of  the  ure- 
thral canal.  Dr.  B.  seems  to  have  encountered  and 
surmounted  them  all  with  consummate  patience  and 
skill.  The  case  is  reported  with  manifest  accuracy  of 
detail,  and  yet  it  is  obvious  that  the  courage  of  both 
the  surgeon  and  the  patient  were  put  to  a  severer  test 
than  would  have  been  required  for  the  removal  of  the 
stone  by  the  knife,  especially  in  view  of  the  long  time 
required,  and  the  repeated  operations  demanded.  The 
entire  success,  however,  which  has  followed,  while  it  is 
highly  creditable  to  the  surgeon,  will  be  gratifying  to 
the  profession. 

Wc  observe  that  Dr.  Buck  is  now  associated  with 
Drs.  Halstead  and  Dubois,  in  the  New-York  Eye  and 
Ear  Infirmary,  as  surgeon  to  that  Institution. 

Jefferson   Medical   College,  Philadelphia. 
At  the  late  commencement  of  this  Institution,  the 


degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  228  gentlemen  of  the 
class.  The  valedictory  was  delivered  by  Professor 
Meigs.  The  prosperity  of  the  school  is  without  a 
parallel  in  the  history  of  medical  colleges,  and  is  as- 
cribable  to  the  learning,  ability,  and  harmony  of  its 

Faculty.   

American  Medical  Association. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  New-York  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, held  for  the  purpose,  on  Monday,  March  22d, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  delegates  of  the 
Society,  to  the  meeting  of  the  Association  to  be  held  at 
Richmond  on  Tuesday,  4th  May  next :  Drs.  Rockwell, 

G.  Carter,  Bulkley,  Warren,  Stephenson,  T.  F.  Cock, 
Beadle,  O.  White,  Reese,  B.  Ogden,  Phelps,  Worster, 

H.  Sweeny,  I.  Green,  J.  W.  Francis,  Thomas  Cock, 
Underbill,  Adams,  Woodward,  Blakeman,  Leveridge, 
James  Anderson,  Bliss,  A.  C.  Post,  and  Hoffman. 

K  Y.  Med.  Timea. 
Medicine  and  Republicanism. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  Dr.  Jackson's  paper, 
from  the  New-Hampshire  Journal  of  Medicine : 

"The  American  view  of  all  government,  both  secu« 
lar  and  religious,  is,  that  authority  springs  from  the 
people  alone.  The  physicians  of  America  should  be 
governed  in  this  way  as  well  as  other  bodies.  But  the 
American  Medical  Association  is,  on  the  contrary,  aris- 
tocratic, both  in  its  origin  and  in  its  continuance.  No 
complaint  is  made  of  this.  'Its  origin  was  anomalous; 
but  there  was  perhaps  no  other  way  in  which  a  large 
body  of  respectable  men  could  be  so  quickly  got  toge- 
ther,' resembling,  in  some  particulars  of  its  origin, 
the  first  Congress  of  the  Colonies.  But  Dr.  J.  believes 
it  has  now  become  nearly  '  functus  officio ;'  it  has  done 
well  in  its  day,  but  it  should  now  pass  away  to  give 
place  to  a  more  truly  republican  organization.  Its  as- 
sumed power  must  be  laid  down,  and  the  people  must 
have  a  just  representative  government. 

"  Objections  to  the  continuance  of  the  present  sys- 
tem are  first,  that  the  profession  is  very  unequally 
represented  ; — colleges  with  five  or  seven  professors 
send  two  of  their  number,  reminding  one  of  the  rotton 
boroughs  of  England.  So  when  a  hospital  has  but  one 
physician,  he  can  go  every  year  and  represent  himself. 
Secondly,  who  is  to  decide  as  to  medical  societies,  whe- 
ther or  not  they  be  permanently  '  organized,'  and  are  in 
'  good  standing  ?'  Two  or  three  physicians,  who  could 
not  be  received  into  any  association  of  honorable  men, 
can  unite  and  send  a  delegate — a  man  with  whom  none 
would  be  willing  to  associate, — and  what  should  pre- 
vent a  delagate  from  the  Female  Medical  College 
claiming  a  seat  at  Richmond?  Thirdly,  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  physicians  of  the  United  States  can 
become  members;  and  as  membership  is  not  the  result 
of  merit,  it  is  not  a  fair  divison  of  honor.  Fourthly,  the 
admission  of  members  by  invitation,  by  which  delegates 
sent  to  do  business  for  their  constituents  may  find  them- 
selves possessed  of  no  better  advantages  or  greater 
powers  than  some  persons  entirely  unworthy  of  either. 
Fifthly,  the  privileges  of  permanent  members,  which 
may  prevent  a  true  expression  of  the  wishes  and  feel- 
ings of  the  profession  at  a  moment  when  such  expression 
is  all-important. 

"The  plan  of  organization  proposed  by  Dr.  Jackson 
is  this : 
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"  '  1.  Let  the  Association  be  composed  of  delegates 
from  county  societies  only. 

"  '  2.  Let  every  man  receive,  as  soon  as  he  is  elect- 
ed into  his  county  society,  a  diploma,  testif)'ing  that  he 
is  a  member  of  said  county  society,  of  the  State  Society, 
and  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  He  is  then  one 
of  the  great  body  of  the  brethren  in  the  United  States  ; 
he  is  ready  to  be  elected  a  delegate  whenever  his  fellows 
see  fit  to  elect  him ;  he  is  ready  to  give  his  vote  in  the 
election  of  others — he  is  now  a  member  of  the  great 
medical  republic  of  his  country.' 

"The  anticipated  advantages  of  this  plan  are:  the 
government  of  individual  members  of  the  profession 
would  be  more  perfect ;  it  would  annihilate  the  invete- 
rate jealousy  of  the  schools  that  now  exist ;  it  would 
add  to  the  respectability  of  the  county  societies,  by 
securing  the  attendance  of  the  magnates  in  the  profes- 
sion, and  causing  them  to  take  a  hearty  interest  in  the 
business;  it  would  avoid  all  confusion  in  the  election  of 
delegates,  and  the  heaping  of  honors  upon  one  favorite  ; 
it  would  prevent  delegations  from  unworthy  societies ; 
and  it  can  be  easily  accomplished.  '  If  the  Association 
decree  that  in  the  year  1854  this  change  shall  be  made, 
they  will  find  it  done  at  their  bidding.  The  mere  beauty 
of  this  universal  government  would  stimulate  to  the 
speedy  establishment  thereof.  Who  would  not  rejoice, 
whose  heart  would  not  be  gladdened,  to  see  this  great 
empire  covered  and  served  by  educated  physicians,  all 
yielding  obedience  to  one  symbol  of  ethics,  and  to  the 
government  now  proposed  V 

"  This  is  a  summary  to  the  proposed  organization. 
We  neither  endorse  it  nor  reject  it,  but  simply  add  that 
it  is  worthy  of  consideration,  if  for  no  other  reason,  from 
the  source  whence  it  comes." 


CCOtttWUtltCtltlOttS. 

A  Case  of  Ovarian  Dropsy. 

BY  J.  K.  WARDLE,  M.  D. 

Mrs.  W  ,  born  and  brought  up  in  Derbyshire, 

England,  aged  4*7,  perceived  an  enlargement  of  the  ab- 
domen about  the  middle  of  July,  1851,  for  which  she 
consulted  me  the  following  month. 

The  history  of  the  case  is  as  follows  :  Her  mother 
died  of  cancer  of  the  cervix  uteri,  and  one  of  Mrs.  W.'s 
children  of  scrofulous  meningitis.  Her  youngest  child 
is  now  23  years  old.  In  Mrs.  W.  the  catamenial 
period  was  remarkably  regular,  having  only  once  failed 
since  its  first  appearance,  except  when  pregnant  and 
nursing.  Usually,  her  general  health  was  very  good, 
as  is  that  of  her  two  surviving  children.  From  these 
facts  it  will  be  seen  there  was  an  hereditary  taint  in 
my  patient,  which  proved  an  irremediable,  and  indeed 
fatal,  part  of  her  disease. 

Examining  with  the  speculum,  the  cervix  uteri  was 
found  rather  larger  and  more  livid  than  natural.  In 
the  left  inguinal  region  there  was  distinctly  felt  a 
tumor,  which  could  easily  be  circumscribed,  and  upon 
percussion  was  dull.  Per  rectum,  this  was  found  pedi- 
culated,  and  connected  with  the  left  ovary  ;  and,  upon 
touching  it,  a  dull  but  severe  pain  was  complained  of 
by  the  patient.  It  was  easy  to  feel,  upon  tilting  the 
part  attached  to  the  left  ovary,  its  connection  with  the 
external  swelling.    I  pronounced  the  tumor  to .  be 


ovarian,  and  applied  diuretics  externally,  using  the  iod- 
potassii  for  internal  medication.  No  advantage  re- 
sulted. 

In  September  following,  Dr.  Reese  was  consulted 
in  the  case,  who  confirmed  my  diagnosis ;  and  to  re- 
lieve the  pressure,  which  was  now  intolerable,  from  the 
great  size  and  weight  of  the  tumor,  ordered  a  bandage 
to  be  kept  steadily  around  the  abdomen,  and  suggested 
the  Tr.  Iodini  to  be  used  in  preference  to  the  salt. 
Still,  the  tumor  grew  ;  and,  except  from  the  support 
rendered  by  the  bandage,  no  benefit  resulted.  Early  in 
December,  Dr.  Delafield's  advice  was  added  to  the  con- 
sultation. He  concurred  in  our  opinion  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  trouble,  and  expressed  his  conviction  that 
the  sac  was  multilocular,  complicated  with  a  fibrous 
tumor,  and  that  both  ovaries,  and  probably  the  whole 
generative  apparatus,  were  involved  in  the  disease.  Dr. 
D.  recommended  the  use  of  liquor  potassce,  in  doses  of 
20,  gradually  increased  to  60  drops,  three  times  daily, 
and  to  paint  the  entire  surface  of  the  swelling  with  a 
saturated  Tr.  Iodini  every  three  or  four  days.  For  a 
while  the  swelling  seemed  not  to  progress  so  rapidly  as 
before.  About  the  first  of  January,  1852,  the  patient 
became  much  enfeebled,  and  suffered  very  greatly  from 
the  compression  of  the  sacro-sciatic  nerve,  and  the  ves- 
sels of  the  left  extremity,  as  there  was  great  numbness 
and  coldness  of  the  limb, — with  varicosed  veins  and  ex- 
tensive ecchymosis.  On  the  1  th  instant,  the  abdominal 
distress  became  intense,  not  suffering  the  gentlest  pres- 
sure. Her  rest  was  much  broken;  the  tension  of  the 
parts- suggested  the  necessity  of  relief  by  tapping  ;  but 
this  was  deemed  unsafe  by  Dr.  Reese,  owing  to  the 
sudden  prostration  of  the  patient.  Morphine  was 
given  in  quarter  grain  doses,  until  rest  and  sleep  were 
obtained.  On  January  8th,  she  became  unconscious, 
and  so  remained  until  death,  which  took  place  in  six 
hours  afterward,  showing  symptoms  of  cerebral  effusion. 
Post  mortem  appearances :  On  tapping  the  cadaver, 
16  pints,  by  measure,  of  a  brownish  viscid  fluid,  exceed- 
ingly dense,  were  drawn  off.  On  testing  this,  it 
proved  to  contain  albumen  to  fully  the  extent  of  15  per 
cent.  The  cyst  was  filbro  cartilaginous,  and  two  lines 
in  thickness,  having  numerous  tuberculous  patches 
studding  its  internal  surface,  some  of  which  were  the 
size  of  a  dollar.  The  sac  was  unilocular.  The  left 
ovary  measured  about  eight  times  as  large  as  a  natural 
one,  and  was  also  studded  with  tubercles,  rather  larger 
than  those  on  the  cyst.  The  color  of  the  ovary  and 
sac  showed  them  to  have  been  fed  with  venous  blood. 
The  adhesions  were  few,  and  not  important.  The 
right  ovary  was  healthy,  and  of  normal  size,  the  ute- 
rus alsoi except,  perhaps,  a  little  larger,  which  might  be 
due  to  previous  pregnancies.  As  to  remedies,  our 
course  was  blocked  up  ; — Cathartics  proved  too  errita- 
ble  to  be  used,  and  without  them  a  daily  evacuation 
was  obtained  ; — Diuretics,  except  the  Liq.  Potassce,  did 
no  good.  Iodine  and  its  preparations  proved  useless 
as  internal  remedies.  The  Ergot  ointment,  so  highly 
praised  in  visceral  and  other  obstructions  and  enlarge- 
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ments,  after  a  fair  trial,  also  gave  no  hope.  It  was  j 
agreed  by  both  consulting  physicians,  that  extirpation 
could  not,  with  the  least  expectation,  be  resorted  to  ;  and  j 
as  to  tapping,  why  defer  it  as  long  as  possible.  When 
needed,  nature  was  worn  out.  The  connection  between 
carcinoma,  tuberculous  deposits,  and  scrofulous  menin- 
gitis ;  the  fact  that  Mrs.  W.  was  born  and  reared  in 
Derbyshire,  where  goitre,  <kc  ,  are  so  frequent ;  the  re- 
gular menstruation,  continuing  even  to  the  last ;  and 
the  inutility  of  every  agent  employed,  are  matters 
worthy  of  note  and  reflection. 


Paraphymosis  Cured  by  Acupuncture. 

I  was  called  to  see  a  boy  ret  eight  years,  good 
constitution,  laboring  under  Paraphymosis.  The  pre- 
puce was  contracted  around  the  corona  gland  is,  and 
filled  with  an  effusion  of  serum.  It  was  so  distended 
that  it  appeared  translucent,  and  formed  a  complete 
and  painful  stricture.  The  indication  in  the  treatment 
was  evidently  to  relieve  the  stricture,  but  how,  was  the 
question.  The  usual  mode  of  the  knife  did  not  strike 
me  as  being  applicable  here ;  I  therefore  took  a  fine 
cambric  needle,  and  made  several  punctures  in  the  most 
dependent  part  of  the  tumor,  which  gave  exit  to  the 
serum,  relieved  the  stricture  ;  and,  with  little  effort,  the 
prepuce  retured  to  to  its  natural  place  and  functions. 
The  only  after  treatment  consisted  in  the  cold  water 
dressing  until  the  punctures  were  healed. 
Yours,  most  truly, 

Jno.  S.  Van  Voorhis,  M.  D. 

Bellevernon,  Pa. 


Mr.  Editor  : — Your  article  on  "  Advertising  Doc- 
tors," in  the  last  number  of  the  Gazette,  has  hit  the 
nail  on  the  head,  as  far  as  it  goes ;  for  Dr.  Molt  has 
the  bad  eminence  of  having  been  the  first  among  the 
Faculty  of  this  city  to  advertise  the  University  Clini- 
ques,  and  to  offer  advice,  medicines,  and  operations  to 
the  poor  gratis,  which  he  did  several  years  ago,  on  the 
opening  of  the  University.  But  you  neglected  to  men- 
tion, that  Dr.  Parker  was  the  first  to  follow  his  exam- 
ple, which  he  did  soon  after  his  appointment  to  the 
Crosby-street  College,  publishing  in  the  Sun,  Herald, 
&c.  similar  notices,  and  also  reports  of  his  cliniques, 
including  cases.,  operations,  <fcc.  It  was  not  thence- 
forward any  matter  of  surprise  that  Dr.  Bostwick  began 
to  issue  similar  advertisements  ;  and  since  then,  Dr. 
Dixon,  Dr.  Childs,  and  many  others,  have  been  em- 
boldened to  become  advertising  doctors,  in  imitation  of 
Dis.  Mott  and  Parker,  who,  as  the  originators,  should 
be  held  responsible  for  every  such  violation  of  medical 
ethics  in  New-York. 

That  each  of  the  gentlemen  has  thus  acquired  noto- 
riety and  emolument  by  these  extra-professional  adver- 
tisements is,  doubtless,  true,  and  that  some  of  them  are 
even  now  reaping  large  profits  through  this  instrumen- 
tality will  not  be  questioned.    It  is  equally  certain  that 


I  any  other  physician  in  the  city  could  fill  his  office  with 
i  patients,  and  increase  his  emoluments  tenfold,  by  simi- 
j  lar  advertisements.  That  all  have  equal  rights  with 
these  professors  in  the  premises  cannot  be  denied  by 
any  body  who  reads  your  comments  on  the  ethical  rule  ; 
and  if  there  be  one  subject  more  than  another  which 
should  be  met  by  the  action  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  at  the  Richmond  meeting,  it  should  be  this 
of  advertising  doctors.  With  you,  I  despair  of  our  Aca- 
demy doing  anything. 

The  younger  members  of  the  profession  here  are 
sadly  injured  by  these  college  cliniques,  as  at  present 
conducted,  of  this  monopoly  of  nearly  all  the  surgery, 
and  especially  minor  operations,  from  which  tliey  might 
receive  small  fees,  as  well  as  opportunities  of  practice, 
both  of  which  they  lose  by  the  advertisements  of  the 
professors  offering  gratuitous  services  to  the  poor  at  the 
college  cliniques. 

But  the  tale  is  not  half  told.  In  many  cases,  the 
patients  attracted  by  these  advertisements  are  persons 
abundantly  able  to  pay.  These  are  often  not  treated  at 
the  cliniques,  but  are  instructed  to  call  at  the  professor's 
office,  if  unwilling  to  be  called  paupers  ;  and  the  fees 
thus  obtained  constitute  quite  an  item  in  the  income  of 
those  concerned.  Facts  and  dates  can  be  furnished,  if 
this  statement  is  denied. 

I  was  disappointed  in  one  omission  in  your  late  arti- 
cle, since  you  formerly  urged  it  with  great  truth  and 
propriety  ;  I  allude  to  the  false  pretences  justly  charge- 
able upon  any  man  who  advertises  that  he  attends  to 
the  poor  gratis;  and  this  I  take  to  be  the  reason  of  its 
prohibition  in  the  Code  of  Ethics.  Such  a  publication 
implies  that  other  physicians  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend 
the  poor  without  fees,  which  is  not  true  of  any  respect- 
able medical  man  in  the  city.  We  could  name  gentle- 
men whose  private  offices  are  thronged  with  the  poor, 
at  stated  hours  of  the  day  or  week,  all  of  whom  are 
gratuitously  attended ;  and  some  of  those  hold  private 
cliniques  for  the  purpose,  but  their  self-respect  has  re- 
strained them  from  advertisements.  Your  neighbor, 
Dr.  Detmold,  is  a  well-known  example  ;  and  to  him  the 
German  population  of  the  city  are  under  constant  obli- 
gation for  such  services,  and  this  for  years  past.  So 
also  our  numerous  Dispensary  Physicians  all  attend  the 
poor  gratis  ;  so  that  such  advertisements,  by  any  man 
or  set  of  men,  imply  a  slander  upon  their  brethren,  by 
this  false  pretence  of  exclusive  liberality. 

Candidus. 

[We  were  aware  of  the  facts  staled  above  by  our 
correspondent,  but  refrained  from  alluding  to  Dr.  P. 
and  others,  because  they  have  ceased  to  advertise,  as 
we  are  disposed  to  infer,  from  a  conviction  of  its  being 
unprofessional  and  unpopular  with  the  profession.  We 
referred  to  the  evil,  as  it  now  exists  in  unblushing  enor- 
mity, and  did  so  with  the  hope  of  correcting  it ;  and 
we  do  not  despair  of  having  it  reformed  altogether.  In 
no  other  city  but  New- York  are  these  disgraceful  adver- 
tisements tolerated  among  regular  physicians,  and  hence 
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our  correspondent  may  rest  assured  that  the  attention 
of  the  National  Association  will  be  called  to  them  at 
the  approaching  Convention.] 


Metropolitan  Hall,  April  5,  1852. 

D.  M.  Reese,  M.  D.,  L.L.D.,  775,  Broadway  : 

Sir, — In  two  numbers  of  the  New-York  Medical 
Gazette,  under  date  of  April  1st  and  March  15th,  I  see 
two  articles  entitled,  "  Professor  and  Doctor!  Williams," 
and  "  Mental  Alchemy  at  Metropolitan  Hall." 

I  wish  to  inquire  whether  you  intend  in  one  or 
either  of  these  articles  to  call  me  an  imposter,  or  to 
charge  me  with  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences  1 
and  whether  you  were  the  writer  of  the  articles  referred 
to,  or  either  of  them  ;  if  so,  which  ?  An  early  answer  is 
expected  by 

Yours,  &c. 

B.  Brown  Williams. 
[The  bearer  of  the  foregoing  formidable  epistle  was 
informed  that  no  answer  would  be  returned.  If  an  at- 
tempt to  muzzle  our  free  press  is  here  betrayed,  it  will 
prove  a  failure.  The  writer  having  had  the  temerity  to 
become  a  public  teacher,  subjects  himself  to  the  scru- 
tiny of  public  opinion,  and  will  have  to  submit  his  pre- 
tensions to  the  ordeal  of  criticism  ;  and  if  he  appropri- 
ates our  strictures,  on  the  general  subject,  to  himself,  it 
is  no  business  of  ours.  They  were  written  for  the  pub- 
lic benefit,  and  belong  "  To  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
greeting."] 

Fatal  Case  of  Thoracic  Disease. 

DY  J.  K.  WARDLE,  M.  D. 

John  C  y,  aged  20,  English — sick  and  failing 

for  two  years  past.  Of  scrofulous  parentage,  and  like 
his  brothers  and  sisters  and  cousins,  not  healthy  or 
vigorous.  Occupation,  that  of  a  baker,  which  exposed 
him  to  extremes  of  temperature  and  induced  a  strong  j 
predisposition  to  take  cold.  Afterwards  a  tin-smith, 
the  fine  particles  of  the  metal  and  dustiness  of  the  work- 
shop serving  as  irritants  to  the  bronchial  passages. 
About  thirteen  months  since,  had  frequent  attacks  of 
hcemophysis,  passing  per  os,  from  four  to  eight  ounces  j 
of  blood  daily,  for  ten  successive  days  at  one  period. 
Came  under  my  treatment  January  28th,  1852.  Was 
then  losing  flesh  fast,  had  severe  cough  and  copious 
opaline  expectoration,  the  expiratory  sound  much  pro- 
longed, but  no  marked  dulness  on  percussion,  Respi- 
rations eight  per  minute  and  very  deep  and  full.  There 
was  a  peculiarity  in  the  cordiac  sounds,  but  could  not, 
after  careful  and  repeated  examination,  do  more  than 
suspect  strongly  organic  lesion.'  Palpitation  was  com- 
mon and  annoying,  pulse  120.  He  suffered  from  in- 
digestion— food  distressed  him — sometimes  it  felt  like 
a  load — then  he  would  have  heart  burn.  His  bowels 
very  costive.  Urine  scalded,  and  was  found  to  contain 
excess  of  lithic  acid.  He  had  for  several  years  (but  not 
to  the  same  extent  that  many  unhappily  do)  practised 
6elf-pollution.    His  mental  powers  were  very  good ; 


and  beyond  troublesome  dreams,  seemed  not  to  be  in- 
volved. Sight,  audition,  olfaction,  taste,  feeling  ;  nd 
perception  were  all  normal.  So  with  motor  powers. 
So  I  found  him  on  the  28th  January  last.  Gave  him 
a  good  purgative  dose,-  and  ordered  Rhubarb  and  Bi- 
carb. Potassje,  &c.  On  the  1st  of  February  was  sent  for, 
and  found  from  taking  cold  he  had  a  pleurisy  in  his  left 
side.  Fearing  to  bleed  him  as  he  was  so  very  weak, 
I  administered  opium  to  him  in  full  doses  conjoining 
j  with  it,  Liq.  Acet.  Ammon.  Diaph  oresis  was  secured 
!  and  maintained  for  several  days,  and  generally  better 
the  patient  seemed.  On  the  fifth  day  of  the  attack 
found  there  was  serious  effusion,  for  which  ordered 
blister  and  diuretics.  He  did  not  emiss  until  the  14th, 
when  on  examining  the  pulse,  which  was  peculiar  and 
uncountable,  my  suspicions  of  mischief  were  considera- 
bly quickened.  On  the  16th,  the  heart  was  found  to 
be  displaced,  being  now  to  the  right  of  the  sternum 
and  its  apex  felt  under  the  right  nipple.  On  the  18th, 
Dr.  Reese  was  consulted,  who  coincided  fully  in  my 
diagnosis,  and  ordered  a  seton  in  the  nape  of  the  neck, 
with  Inf.  Digitalis,  3  ij.  to  Bj.  aquae,  the  dose  being 
§js.  bis.  in  der.  for  the  two  first  days,  and  afterwards 
three  times  daily.  This  treatment  was  persisted  in  with 
anodynes  at  night  towards  the  last.  The  urination  af- 
ter five  days  use  of  the  Digitalis  increased  to  9ij.  daily. 
On  the  2nd  of  March,  the  patient  was  almost  uncon- 
scious and  his  memory  very  imperfect.  On  the  3rd, 
whilst  sitting  up  to  urinate,  he  gave  a  sudden  bound, 
fell  back  and  died.  For  the  last  two  weeks  he  expec- 
torated pus  in  considerable  quantities ;  his  cough  trou- 
bled him  much  and  his  pulse  intermetted  about  every 
20th  beat.  Post  mortem  :  The  ribs  were  very  yielding 
and  showed  imperfect  ossifications,  the  left  side  bulged 
considerably,  and  the  intercostal  spaces  were  all  dense. 
Six  pints  of  sero-purulent  fluid  were  removed  from  the 
left  division  of  the  thorax  :  the  pleurce  were  throughout 
almost  covered  with  shreds  of  false  membrane  :  the  left 
lung  was  collapsed,  and  was  not  more  than  T'7  its  nor- 
mal size,  it  was  studded  with  softened  tubercles ;  the 
bronchi  were  clogged  with  pus.  There  was  an  appear- 
ance of  a  cavity,  and  the  metallic  tinkling  had  been  dis- 
tinctly heard  ten  days  before  death,  from  the  compres- 
sion of  the  lung,  this  cavity,  however,  was  not  so  dis- 
tinct as  we  could  have  desired.  The  right  lung  showed 
nothing  abnormal  in  size  and  position — in  its  apex  were 
also  found  turbercles.  The  heart  was  found  to  the 
right  of  the  sternum  completely,  and  on  opening  the 
thorax  was  seen  to  be  almost  perpendicular.  One  of 
the  mitral  valves  was  too  short,  and  so  was  accounted 
for  the  bellows  sound  we  had  heard,  although  but  in- 
distinctly. 

The  case  proved  fatal  in  thirty-two  days. 


Lectures  and  Cliniques. 

Medical  men  passing  through  New- York  en  route 
to  the  Richmond  Convention  will  find  the  University 
Medical  College  in  14th-street,  and  the  New-York 
Medical  College  in  13th-street,  open  every  day  for  lec- 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


105 


tuves  and  cliniques  ;  as  also  the  several  hospitals  of  the 
city,  to  which  they  can  have  ready  access,  by  present- 
ing their  cards.  Dr.  Parker  holds  a  clinique  on  Mon- 
days, at  the  Crosby-street  College ;  and  Dr.  Detmold 
has  a  lecture  or  clinique  at  192  Mercer-street  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  throughout  the  year. 

Physicians  or  students  visiting  the  city  at  any  time 
during  the  spring  or  summer  will  be  at  liberty  to  avail 
themselves  of  either  or  all  of  these  opportunities  for  ; 
learning  what  is  doing  in  New- York  for  extending  Medi-  : 
cal  education. 


fHtsccllaiuous  Etcms. 

The  Boston  Journal  says,  that  most  of  the  cases  of 
insanity  admitted  into  the  lunatic  asylum,  Western  New- 
York,  were  produced  by  the  spirit  rapping  mania. 

Great  efforts  are  making  to  extend  the  sale  of  the 
wate  rs  of  the  Empire  Spring  at  Saratoga,  and  they  are 
high  ly  spoken  of,  in  Boston  especially.  The  superiority 
of  theCongress  Spring,  over  all  others,  continues  to  retain  j 
its  reputation,  and  in  New- York  city  is  very  generally 
preferred  to  every  other  variety  of  mineral  waters.  ■ 
Such  is  the  demand  for  these  waters,  for  home  con- 
sumption and  exportation,  that  Clark  &  Co.  of  South 
William-street,  are  supplied  every  day  direct  from  the 
spring. 

Dr.  Morton,  of  Boston,  has  strong  competitors  for 
the  prize  of  $100,000,  which  the  report  of  a  Congres- 
sional Committee  has  awarded  him  for  the  discovery  of 
Etherization.  Dr.  Jackson,  of  the  same  city,  claims  the 
whole,  or  at  least  one-half,  of  the  bonus,  while  the 
friends  of  Dr.  Wells,  deceased,  insist  that  both  Drs.  M. 
and  J.  have  appropriated  Dr.  W.'s  invention.  The 
fact  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  conceal  the  discovery 
under  a  patent, — and  that  it  was  called  Letheon  for  a 
long  time, — and  the  fact  denied  that  it  was  ether ;  and 
even  the  claim  set  up  of  its  being  a  new  narcotic  con- 
ceiled  by  the  ether,  <fec.  while  the  article,  and  rights  to  j 
use  it  were  sold  at  exorbitant  prices  by  the  parties,  j 
should  render  their  pretensions  very  equivocal  to  such 
national  honors. 

The  urate  of  ammonia  is  said,  by  Professor  Horner, 
to  be  a  valuable  agent  for  external  application  in  many 
painful  inflammatory  affections  ;  and  he  recommends  a  j 
trial  of  it  in  pleurisy  and  puerperal  peritonitis.  He  em- 
ploys Guano  for  the  purpose,  made  into  a  hot  poultice, 
with  clay,  and  covered  with  oil  silk  or  India  rubber 
cloth.  Its  use  was  suggested  by  witnessing  the  effects 
of  human  urine  thus  applied,  in  a  case  of  virulent  in- 
flammation of  the  knee  joint. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Buckler  of  Baltimore  has  published  a 
history  of  the  epidemic  Cholora  as  it  appeared  in  the 
Baltimore  Alms  House  in  1849.  We  have  not  been 
nble  to  procure  a  copy,  but  we  learn  that  its  local  ori- 
gin is  established  beyond  dispute  ;  and  a  hard  nut  is 
given  the  contagionists  of  the  profession  to  crack  at 


their  leisure.  We  hope  to  notice  it  at  length  here- 
after. 

Dr.  Lente  of  the  New-York  Hospital  has  published 
a  paper  on  the  Statistics  of  Fractures,  which,  for  its 
utility,  does  him  great  credit. 

The  journals  at  home  and  abroad  are  reviving  the 
practice  of  employing  brewer's  yeast  internally  in  scar- 
latina, putrid  sore  throat,  and  analogous  diseases.  The 
utility  of  inunction  also  finds  many  advocates.  No  dis  - 
ease  in  the  calendar  is  so  empirically  treated,  and  none 
with  so  little  success,  as  the  scarlet  fever.  When  will 
rational  principles  lead  to  the  abandonment  of  symptom- 
atological  treatment,  and  the  adaptation  of  the  remedies 
to  the  existing  pathological  state  in  every  given  case  1 
Such  discrimination  once  becoming  general,  will  render 
mortality  in  this  fever,  or  its  fatal  sequela,  exceedingly 
rare,  except  when  complicated  with  other  constitu- 
tional maladies. 


Medical   Society   of  London. 

February  14,  1852: 

Dr.  Wagstaffe  read  a  paper 

ON   TOriCAL    MEDICATION    IN   THE    TREATMENT   OF  DIS- 
EASES OF  THE    FHAKYNGO-LARYNGEAL  MEMBRANE. 

After  remarking  upon  the  value  of  topical  medica- 
tion in  the  treatment  of  many  local  affections  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  he  gave  a  history  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  plan  of  treating  diseases  of  the  pharyngo- 
laryngeal  membrane  by  local  applications  by  Sir  Char- 
les Bell,  in  1816,  and  of  its  adoption  by  many  physicians, 
awarding  to  Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  New-York,  the 
merit  of  having  furnished  to  the  profession  irrefragable 
proof  of  the  harmlessness  and  efficacy*  of  this  therapeu- 
tical measure.  But  while  he  thus  accorded  to  Dr. 
Green  great  praise  for  the  energy  and  talent  which  he 
displayed  in  the  development  of  this  important  branch 
of  practice,  his  experience  obliged  him  to  state,  that  he 
could  not  agree  with  the  assertion  made  by  Dr.  Green, 
of  the  facility  of  introducing  a  sponge-pointed  probang 
through  the  rima  glottidis  into  the  trachea,  and  down 
even  to  its  bifurcation.  After  several  years'  experience 
in  the  use  of  this  remedial  measure,  he  (Dr.  Wagstaffe) 
had  arrived  at  the  positive  conclusion,  that  an  instru- 
ment cannot  be  passed  with  facility,  and  without  danger, 
below  the  rima  glottidis.  But  he  was  equally  decided 
in  the  opinion,  that  a  practised  and  skilful  manipulator 
will  seldom  find  a  case  in  which  he  will  be  unable,  after 
a  suitable  education  of  the  parts,  to  pass  the  sponge- 
armed  probang  into  the  cavity  of  the  larynx  down  to 
the  chordoe  vocales.  He  thought  that  much  of  the 
opposition  that  existed  against  this  valuable  plan  of 
treatment  had  arisen  from  the  assertion  of  the  case 
which  attends  the  passage  of  an  instrument  to  the  bi- 
furcation of  the  bronchia,  and  also  from  the  exagge- 
rated claims  for  its  almost  universal  efficacy  and  Applica- 
bility. Dr.  Wagstaffe  then  exhibited  the  instruments 
which  he  employs  for  effecting  an  entrance  into  the 
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larynx.  *  These,  he  said,  varied  but  slightly  from  those 
used  by  Dr.  Horace  Green,  and  consisted  of  a  bent 
spatula,  fixed  in  a  handle,  slightly  concave  on  the  under 
surface,  so  as  to  conform  somewhat  to  the  convexity  of 
the  tongue,  and  a  whalebone  probang,  variously  curved 
to  suit  the  different  conformations  of  the  mouth,  to  the 
end  of  which  a  small,  rounded  piece  of  fine  sponge  is 
firmly  attached.    By  pressing  the  tongue  firmly  down, 
and  drawing  it  forward  from  its  base  with  the  spatula, 
the  laryngeal  surface  of  the  epiglottis  may  be  exposed  ; 
when  this  organ  is  in  view,  its  posterior  base  being  in- 
sensitive to  touch,  it  may  be  used  as  a  guide  for  the 
introduction  of  the  sponge  into  the  larynx.    Dr.  Wag- 
staff  also  exhibited  an  instrument  for  introducing  pow- 
ders into  the  larynx  and  trachea — the  process  of  insuf- 
flation.  He  has  found  a  combination  of  nitrate  of  silver 
with  sugar,  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  of  the  former 
to  six  of  the  latter,  triturated  to  an  impalpable  powder, 
a  useful  application  in  some  chronic  alterations  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  trachea  and  bronchia.  He 
applies  the  crystallized  nitrate  of  silver,  dissolved  in 
water,  in  strengths  varying  from  twenty  to  eighty  grains 
to  the  ounce.    In  passing  the  sponge  into  the  back  of 
the  mouth,  much  care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  a  con- 
tact with  the  pillars  or  the  pharynx,  as  the  moment 
these  are  touched  a  more  or  less  violent  retching  action 
is  produced,  by  which  the  larynx  is  elevated  to  a  con- 
tact with  the  epiglottis,  and  thus  the  possibility  of  enter- 
ing it  is  for  a  time  entirely  precluded.   He  observed, 
that  in  the  short  space  of  time  allotted  to  the  reading  of 
a  paper,  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  various  affections  in  which  he  had  found 
topical  medication  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
efficacious ;   he  would  therefore  confine  himself  to  a 
brief  statement  of  the  diseases,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  application  might,  in  his  opinion,  be  employed  with 
the  greatest  prospect  of  success.-  He  then  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  method  in  which  he  employs  these  topical 
medications,  and  their  value  in  acute  and  chronic  catarr- 
hal affections  of  the  pharyngo-laryngeal  membrane,  and 
the  organic  alterations  which  result  from  these  as  well 
as  from  acute  and  chronic  inflammation  of  this  organ  ; 
also  of  its  use  in  those  various  forms  of  chronic  laryn- 
geal disease  which  have  been  usually  spoken  of  as  an 
affection,  termed  "clergyman's  sore-throat."    He  like- 
wise remarked  upon  its  use  in  laryngismus  stridulus, 
hooping  cough,  and  true  membranaceous  croup. 

Dr.  Cotton  remarked  that  the  operation  to  which 
the  paper  had  reference  was  a  very  important  one  ;  it 
would  be  difficult  at  first,  but  would  be  facile  after  a 
few  attempts.  He  had  found  a  spatula  for  pressing 
upon  the  tongue,  somewhat  in  the  form  of  a  horse-shoe, 
better  than  the  one  employed  by  Dr.  Green.  By  de- 
pressing the  tongue  with  this,  the  epiglottis  might  be 
seen  distinctly  ;  he  had  seen  the  sponge  enter  the  glot- 
tis. He  had  found  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  of 
much  use  in  cases  of  loss  of  voice,  in  hawkers,  and  others 
who  called  their  goods  ;  in  hysterical  aphonia,  and  in 
laryngeal  phthisis,  when  the  pulmonary  disease  was  not 


far  advanced.  .  He  saw  no  use  in  passing  the  sponge 
beyond  the  larynx,  because  when  the  sponge  was  pass- 
ed into  the  larynx,  a  spasm  came  on  and  squeezed  the 
sponge,  the  fluid  from  which  trickled  down  the  trachea. 
He  had  never  passed  the  sponge  beyond  the  rima  glot' 
tidis,  though  he  had  seen  Dr.  Green  pass  it  to  the  bi- 
furcation of  the  trachea. 

Dr.  Halley  mentioned  a  case  of  cut  throat  in  Uni- 
versity College  Hospital,  in  which  great  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  passing  an  ordinary  probang  inlo  the 
trachea.  He  had  found  it  difficult  to  pass  the  epiglottis 
I  iuqtcliild. '        '  ,    i  jy... 

Mr.  Harding  said  that  the  passage  of  the  sponge 
was  easy  enough  ;  the  idea  of  difficulty  had  arisen  from 
the  fear  of  spasm,  consequent  upon  the  irritation  which 
would  arise.  He  had  been  the  subject  of  laryngeal  dis- 
ease, and  could'  pass  the  sponge  into  his  own  larynx, 
with  the  greatest  facility,  at  least  fifty  times.  There 
was  by  no  means  the  irritation  produced  which  some 
had  asserted,  by  passing  the  sponge  into  the  larynx. 
The  irritation  was  not  distressing.  He  had  retained  the 
sponge  for  fifteen  seconds  at  a  time.  He  had  not  found 
the  sponge  pressed  upon  by  the  sides  of  the  larynx  in 
the  manner  mentioned.  The  passing  of  the  sponge  was 
easy  both  in  adults  and  children;  in  the  latter  the  pres- 
sure of  the  finger  was  alone  sufficient.  He  could  not 
believe  that  the  instrument  had  been  passed  down  to 
the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea.  He  had  never  succeed- 
ed in  passing  it  beyond  the  larynx.  There  was  no  pain 
from  the  application  of  the  solution  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver  of  a  drachm  to  the  ounce.  He  believed  that  the 
solid  nitrate  might  be  used  without  suffering.  He  depre- 
cated its  use  in  the  early  stages  of  hooping-cough,  in 
which  he  had  seen  it  to  do  great  injury,  producing 
chronic  irritation  of  the  larynx  of  a  permanent  character. 
In  acute  inflammatory  diseases,  he  thought  its  use  was 
questionable. 

Dr.  Cotton  said  that  the  irritation  differed  in  diffe- 
rent persons.  He  had  not  seen  dangerous  spasms  in  his 
own  practice;  but  had  seen  one  instance  in  which  almost 
fatal  effects  resulted  from  an  attempt  to  pass  the  sponge 
violeutly  down  the  larynx  ;  and  in  another  case  severe 
cough  and  haemoptysis  followed  the  use  of  the  sponge. 
He  had  employed  it  in  about  100  cases,  and  in  nineteen 
out  of  twenty  with  such  benefit  that  the  patients  wished 
for  its  repetition. 

Mr.  Hird  remarked  that  no  one  would  deny  the 
value  of  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  dis- 
eases of  the  mucous  surfaces.  He  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand  how  it  could  do  good,  however,  in  hysterical 
aphonia.  He  had  had  some  experience  in  applying  this 
remedy  to  the  larynx,  and  he  could  not  believe  that  Dr. 
H.  Green  had  passed  the  sponge  to  the  bifurcation  of 
the  trachea ;  there  was  no  necessity  in  man}'  cases,  to 
pass  it  even  into  the  larynx,  for  when  the  tongue  was 
pulled  forward  and  depressed,  the  epiglottis  could  be 
seen,  and  the  sponge  might  be  squeezed  by  means  of  a 
forceps,  and  the  fluid  would  pass  into  the  larynx.  He 
had  seen  unpleasant  effects  from  too  much  fluid  having 
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been  used,  but  they  soon  passed  off.  In  cases  of  local 
inflammation,  he  thought  we  should  apply  the  nitrate 
before  the  inflammation  had  arrived  afrits  climax. 

Dr.  Cotton  had  merely  mentioned  the  fact  of  the 
remedy  affording  relief  in  hysterical  aphonia,  without 
attempting  to  explain  it. 

Mr.  Dendy  had  not  applied  the  solution  of  caustic 
to  the  larynx,  but  had  found  no  difficulty  in  using  the 
solid  stick  in  cases  of  tonsillitis,  <fec.  without  any  spoon 
or  spatula.  The  nitrate  of  silver  might  do  good  in  cases 
of  hysterical  aphonia,  by  acting  as  a  powerful  astrin- 
gent on  the  relaxed  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx. 

Dr.  Handfield  Jones  said  that  the  glosso- pharyngeal 
was  the  incident  nerve  to  the  par  vagum,  and  thus  the 
pharyngeal  contractions  were  brought  about  when  the 
foreign  substance  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  epi- 
glottis ;  and  that  when  such  substance  was  in  the  upper 
aperture  of  the  larynx,  or  in  the  rima,  the  stimulation 
of  the  superior  laryngeal,  which  was  incident  to  the  re- 
current nerve,  induced  contractions  of  the  muscles  of 
the  larynx. 

Mr.  Harvey,  having  thanked  the  author  of  the 
paper,  expressed  his  regret  that  no  case  in  detail  had 
been  related.  Were  the  local  applications  the  only 
means  employed  in  these  cases  1  Had  the  author  of  the 
paper  observed,  in  follicular  disease  of  the  throat,  that 
there  was  occasion  illy  noise  in  the  ears,  &c.  from  the 
extension  of  the  disease  to  the  Eustachian  tube  and 
tympanum  ?  He  had  found  cases  like  man)'  of  those 
alluded  to  in  the  paper,  connected  with  cachexia,  and 
requiring  tonic  treatment.  When  Dr.  Horace  Green's 
book  appeared,  he  (Mr.  Harvey)  had  gone  fully  into  its 
merits,  and  agreed  with  the  pathological  views  which 
had  been  advanced  by  that  author.  He  questioned, 
however,  whether  the  treatment  advocated  would  be 
found  so  generally  efficacious  as  Dr.  Green  had  stated. 

Mr.  I.  B.  Brown  had  cured  a  case  of  crowing  spasm 
by  two  or  three  applications  of  the  solution  of  the  ni- 
trate of  silver  to  the  epiglottis.  He  had  used  no  medi- 
cines except  aperients.  The  solution  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver  should  be  applied  in  the  active  stage  of  the  in- 
flammatory sore-throat;  in  scarlet  fever  it  prevented 
the  spread  of  the  disease  to  the  deeper  tissues. 

Dr.  Wagstaffe,  in  reply,  said  he  had  been  much 
pleased  to  find  that  no  Fellow  of  the  Society  doubted 
the  possibility  of  performing  the  operation  which  he  had 
recommended  in  his  paper.  He  thought  the  spatula 
which  he  had  exhibited,  had  one  advantage  over  that  of 
Dr.  Cotton,  inasmuch  as  the  handle  was  out  of  the  way. 
He  must  express  his  doubt  of  Dr.  Green  having  passed 
the  sponge  down  to  the  trachea ;  he  thought  it  must 
have  parsed  down  the  oesophagus — a  mistake,  he  be- 
lieved, often  made.  He  had  not  seen  cases  like  Mr. 
Harding's,  in  which  the  instrument  was  allowed  to  re- 
main for  any  time,  for  almost  immediately  on  its  intro- 
duction it  gave  rise  to  an  expulsive  effort.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  in  Mr.  Harding's  case  no  trickling 
from  the  sponge  occurred  in  consequence  of  the  spasm, 


f  still  this  was  a  common  result.    He  had  found  the  ap- 
plication to  the  larynx  useful  in  cases  of  hooping-cough, 
but  it  was  most  difficult  in  young  subjects  to  use  the 
remedy  continuously  and  assiduously.    With  regard  to 
its  use  in  hysterical  aphonia,  he  had  known  one  instance 
in  which  it  appeared  to  do  good  in  that  affection,  after 
j  an  uterine  disease  connected  with  it  had  been  treated 
with  success.    He  thought  it  should  be  used  early  in 
j  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membranes.  Con- 
stitutional treatment  was  also  of  course  necessary  in 
j  cases  in  which  the  local  treatment  was  adopted.  He 
j  had  not  seen  any  cases  in  which  follicular  disease  of  the 
i  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat  had  been  associated 
|  with  noises  in  the  ears,  or  in  which  the  glands  of  the 
J  Eustachian  tube  had  become  enlarged.     He  had  used 
'  the  nitrate  with  success  in  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
|  true  croup. 

London  Lancet. 

I 

Animal  Commencement  of  the  Baltimore  College  of 
Dental  Surgery. 

The  annual  commencement  for  conferring  the  De- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  upon  the  graduates 
of  this  institution  was  held  last  evening  in  the  Hall  of 
the  College  Building  in  Lexington-st.  The  occasion 
drew  together  a  very  large  assemblage — about  half«of 
which  was  composed  of  ladies — to  witness  the  ceremo- 
nies attendant  upon  the  conferring  of  the  degrees.  At 
the  appointed  time  for  commencement,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
!  Nadel  opened  with  a  very  beautiful  and  appropriate 
!  prayer,  after  which  W.  R.  Handy,  Dean  of  the  Insti- 
tute, read  a  list  of  the  graduates,  which  were  as  follows: 
Thos.  D.  Simonton,  of  Pa.;  Adelbert  J.  Volek,  Germany; 
Henry  Stevens,  Connecticut;  Francis  E.  Cloutier,  La.; 
John  A.  Cobbs,  Va.;  Richard  F.  Finch,  Va.;  P.  Henry 
McCargo,  Va.;  Albert  A.  Cleaveland,  Md.;  Warren 
Walsh,  Md.;  Thos.  E.  Chapin,  Mass.;  Stanhope  A.  Sud- 
|  derth,  N.  C;  George  Mcars,  Pa. 

The  diplomas  were  then  bestowed  upon  them  by  the 
Provost,  Dr.  Eleazar  Parmly  of  New-York.  During  the 
ceremony  a  large  number  of  bouquets  of  beautiful  flow- 
ers were  thrown  to  the  graduates,  a  number  of  them 
propelled  by  the  fair  hands  of  the  ladies.  The  address 
for  the  occasion  was  then  delivered  by  Dr.  Parmlv,  and 
was  an  able  and  eloquent  production,  worthy  of  the 
talented  Doctor.  The  address  embraced  a  defence  of 
the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery  against  attacks 
made  upon  it  and  upon  institutions  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter. He  advocated  the  establishment  of  Dental  professor- 
ships in  all  medical  colleges,  though  he  contended  that 
still  so  good  an  education  in  this  particular  branch  could 
not  be  obtained  as  in  such  a  college  as  that  whose  com- 
mencement they  were  now  attending. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address  the  band  performed 
another  piece  of  music,  which  was  succeeded  by  the 
valedictory  address  of  Dr.  Robert  Arthur,  of  Wash- 
ington City.  Dr.  Arthur  was  the  first  graduate  of  this 
College,  and  received  his  diploma  ten  years  ago.  His 
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address  was  replete  with  good  advice,  much  of  what 
was  spoken  having  been  derived  from  his  own  experience. 
And  if  the  gentlemen  to  whom  he  spoke  pay  attention 
to  it,  it  cannot  but  enure  to  their  benefit.  It  was  to  be 
regretted  that  much  of  the  address  was  spoken  in  so 
low  a  tone  as  not  to  be  heard  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
room. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address  the  benediction 
was  pronounced  by  Rev.  Mr.  Nadal,  and  the  audience 
departed  well  pleased  with  the  proceedings  of  the 

evening.  Baltimore  Clipper. 


XcU)  13  uu  It  cations. 

American  Journal  of  Insanity. 

The  April  number  contains  an  elaborate  and  well- 
considered  article  on  the  European  Institutions  for 
Idiots,  by  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  which  merits  perusal,  espe- 
cially when,  as  now,  the  philanthropists  of  our  country 
are  entering  upon  practical  efforts  in  this  direction. 
This  journal  is  very  ably  conducted,  and  is  worthy  of 
patronage.  It  is  published  by  the  New-York  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Utica,  whose  Ninth  Annual  Report 
accompanies  this  number. 

American  Journal  of  Pharmacy". 

The  number  for  April  abounds  with  more  than  its 
usual  variety  of  important  and  valuable  matter,  both 
original  and  selected.  We  observe  a  favorable  welcome 
to  the  New-York  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  which,  as  we 
learn  since  our  former  notice,  has  been  issued  regularly. 
Failing  to  receive  any  but  the  first  number,  we  were  in 
error  in  supposing  it  suspended.  We  take  pleasure  in 
making  this  correction. 

London  Lancet. 

The  reprint  of  this  truly  great  periodical  is  still 
issued  monthly  by  Stringer  and  Townsend,  New-York, 
who  has  also  become  the  publishers  of  Braithwaite's 
Retrospect.  These  are  two  of  the  standard  periodicals 
of  British  medical  literature.  We  have  marked  an  ex- 
tract for  this  number,  in  relation  to  the  Topical  use  of 
nitrate  of  silver  in  laryngeal  affections. 

International  Magazine. 
Harper's  New  Monthly  Magazine. 
J  These  two  kindred  publications,  heretofore  regarded 
as  rivals  for  the  public  favor,  have  now  become  amal- 
gamated, by  the  retirement  of  the  former  from  the  field, 
and  the  t-ansferof  its  large  subscription  list  to  the  pub- 
lishers of  the  latter.  W e  shall  miss  the  International 
from  our  exchange  list,  and,  in  common  with  a  multi- 
tude of  readers,  regret  that  its  April  number  is  its  last 
appearance  ;  for  of  its  improvement,  and  the  increasing 
interest  of  its  late  numbers,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion. 
Still,  all  will  rejoice  that  by  this  new  arrangement  the 


New  Monthly  of  Messrs.  Harper  <fc  Brothers  will  here- 
after have  no  competitor  for  public  patronage  in  this 
department  of  literature,  and  will  have  the  unprece- 
dented aggregate  of  100,000  subscribers,  and  will 
probably  be  read  by  half  fa  million  of  people  of  both 
sexes,  and  of  all  ages,  in  our  own  and  other  countries ! 
What  an  exhibition  is  this  of  the  power  of  the  press, 
and  what  an  illustration  of  the  wide-spread  influence  a 
single  periodical  may  exert  upon  the  minds  and  morals, 
the  habits,  and  possibly  the  destiny,  of  a  generation  1 
What  an  opportunity  is  here  afforded  for  wise  and  good 
men  to  speak  to  a  multitude  which  no  man  can  number, 
through  an  organ  of  such  unparalleled  circulation  ? 
What  a  privilege  for  literary  writers,  who  seek  to  en- 
lighten and  benefit  the  race,  by  doing  homage  to  truth, 
and  portraying  the  images  of  beauty  and  virtue  in  a 
way  which  will  improve  the  taste,  refine  the  manners, 
and  elevate  the  moral  sentiments  of  this  multitude  of 
readers  ?  How  important  that  publishers,  editors,  and 
contributors  should  scrutinize,  the  character  and  ten- 
dency of  every  lesson  which  its  pages  shall  teach,  when 
such  multitudes  eagerly  wait  for  every  following  num- 
ber ? 


Elements  of  Chemistry.  By  Thomas  Graham,  Edit- 
ed, with  notes  by  Robert  Bridges,  M.  D.  Part  I. 
to  be  completed  in  two  parts.  Philadelphia,  Blan- 
chard  <fe  Lea,  1852. 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  best  work  which  has  ever 
appeared  on  Chemistry,  and  ought  at  once  to  supplant 
and  supersede  the  host  of  meagre  compilations  on  the 
subject,  which  have  become  a  drug  in  the  market,  and 
the  most  of  which  are  worthless  to  the  student.  The 
author  is  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  University  College, 
London,  and  has  lately  revised  and  perfected  the  edition 
from  which  this  second  edition  of  the  American  reprint 
is  taken:  The  editor  of  this  reprint  is  Professor  in  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy-  Those  who  wish 
to  consult  a  work  which  contains  the  latest  improve- 
ments in  the  science  will  not  here  be  disappointed.  It 
is  beautifully  printed,  and  abounds  in  elegant  illustra- 
tions, adapting  it  to  the  use  of  students,  who  need  no 
other  text- book. 


Dr.  Fitch's  Lectures  on  the  Prevention  and  Cure 
of  Consumption. 

A  copy  of  this  work  has  been  sent  us  by  the  author; 
and  we  have  looked  through  it  to  see  if  we  could  find 
any  thing  in  it  to  commend,  and  thus  oblige  the  author, 
but,  we  must  confess,  without  any  success.  The  pre- 
tensions to.  new  discoveries  are  simply  ludicrous,  for 
there  is  not  a  new  idea  in  the  book.  Its  favorable  no- 
tice of  that  prince  of  humbugs,  Dr.  Ramage,  and  re- 
commendation of  his  inhaling  tube,  which  is  a  catch- 
penny-imposture, from  the  use  of  which  many  lives  have 
been  lost;  would  alone  be  sufficient  to  stamp  the  work 
with  condemnation  by  every  well-informed  physician. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch  of  business  intimately 
tonnecteJ  with  tiicctss  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  pure  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  powdered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  and  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  medica.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  &c.  &c.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
&c.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instance  more  than  half)  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  tbe  American  market. 

It  seems  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  things.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New- York  Ezpret*  newspaper,  they  say  : 

"The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im- 
posed upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
in  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  $1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  60  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  sen  for.  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  less  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apothecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  cheapnete,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on,  and  that  is,  that  it  shall  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  pure  chemicals  is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  are  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
•re  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
Into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Amoug  them  are- 
Extract  of  Belladonna, 
"  Butternut, 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Dntgs,  of  a  quality  in- 
duing to  the'  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  in  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  iu  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
in  puvily  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDRO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS 

are  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vacuum,  iu  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, aud  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  amoug  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
n  common  use,  and  which  are  sufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 
riority 


Bloodroot, 
Conium, 

Seeds, 
"  German, 
Chamomile, 
Coloeynth,  Ordinary, 

"  Opt 
Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 

"  Inspissated, 
Digitalis, 
Gentian,  Opt 

"  Ordinary, 
Hyosciamua, 


Extract  of  Hops, 
"  Jalap, 


Lupuline, 
Nux  Vomica, 
Pinkroot, 
Quassia, 
Rhubarb, 

Sarsaparilla,  Simplex, 
"  Compound, 
Para    "  Alcoholic, 
Hon.  " 


Seeds, 
Valerian, 


Englis! 
Dutch 


It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert.  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plants,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  &c.  &C. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  <fcc. 
all  the  active  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  we 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  &.c.  «fcc. ;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  various 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  where- 
ever  known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  the  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upou  the 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  Schicflelin,  Haines  k  Co. 
Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New- York. 


OUR  CHEMICAL  FACTORY 

(KNOWN   AS  THE  BELLEMONT  LABORATORY) 

is  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  H.  CURRIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Antimony  Tartrate,  Crystals, 

Morphine,  Acetate, 

Twj?  pulv. 

Granville's  Lotion, 

Ammonia,  /qua, 

Oil  Copaiva, 

"        Liquor  Fort 

Oil  Cubcbs, 

Ammouiated  Alcohol, 

Collodion,  1  oz.  vlau, 

"              "  Aromatic, 

Precipitated  Chalk, 

Argent  Nitras, 

Prussic  Acid, 

"        '•  Crystals, 

Potassa  Nitrns,  Pure, 

Fcrri  Carb.  Precipitated, 

Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 

■I             4.                      ••  pUr, 

Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 

"    Sulphas,  Pure, 

Sulphuret  Potassa, 

"         "  Exsiccet, 

Vallet's  Ferruginous  Mass. 

Iodide,  Arsenic, 

Zinci  Acetas, 

"  Lead, 

Zinci  Sulphas, 

"        "  Crystals, 

Zinci  Chloride, 

■  Iron. 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Labarraqua, 

"       "  Pure, 

Confection  Hoses, 

Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

Confection  Senna, 

'*        "      "  Crystals, 

Blue  Pill  Mass, 

"        "  Protoiodide, 

Uug  Mercurial- 

Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals  differ  in  appearance  from  the  clie- 
snicals  of  commerce,  as  well  as  iu  their  valuable  properties,  and 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article ; 
while  thoKe  usually  sold  arc  in  the  powdered  state,  bt  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  in  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 
gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  the  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  tru".  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  in  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
verizing Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  in  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammony,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  Medicines"  not  only 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  unpowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  confuleuce  that 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  drutrs  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparation's  from  Deiug  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and  also  in  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
sent  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  the  "  Extra 
Medicines"  of 

Philip  SeliiciTclin,  Ilaines  k  Co. 

Drussists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

In  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  nur  Powders,  toe 
have  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  on 
own  premises. 


EXTRA  POWDERS. 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P. 
Pulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Alum, 

"  Allspice, 

"  Aloes,  Cape, 

M      «  Socot, 

"  Assafoetida, 

'*  Antimony,  Ref.  Bit  Sulph. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

u  Aniseeds, 

"  Bayberry  Bark, 

"  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root; 

"  Bitter  Root, 

"  Black  Root, 

"  Borax, 

"  Buchu, 

"  Caraway  Seeds, 

"  Cantharides, 

•'  Canella  Alba, 

"  Cardamon,  (Seeds  only,) 

"  Cicuta, 

"  Cranesbill, 

"  Cloves, 

'  f^innamon,  ordinary, 
"         -  Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  Columbo, 

"  Colchicum  Roo 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs, 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 
N"      "     1  oz.  vials, 

"  Ext  Colocynth,  C'd. 
"      "   Licorice,  Calab. 

"  Fcenugrek  Seed, 

"  Gentian  Root, 

"  Ginger,  Jamaica, 

"  Golden  Seal, 

"  Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 

"  Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 


Pulv.  Hyosciamus, 

"  Ipecac,  without  the  woody 
centre, 

"  Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover's 

Powders.) 

■  Jalap, 

"  Kino,  True, 

"  Lobelia, 
"       "  Seeds, 

"  Mandrake. 

"  Marsh  Rosemary, 

"  Mace, 

"  Mezercon, 

"  Nux  Vomica, 

"  Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 

"  Nutmegs, 

"  Nutiialls, 

"  Opium,  Turkey, 

"  Orange  Peel, 

"  Orria  Root, 

"  Pepper,  Cayenne,  Amer. 
*'        "  Black, 

h  Peruvian  Bark,  Loxa, 
Red, 

"  "  Caiisaya, 

"  Prickly  Ash  Bark, 

"  Pink  Root, 

"  Pleurisy  Root, 

"  Rhubarb,  Turkey, 
"         "       East  India, 

"  Rhatany  Root, 

"  Sarsaparilla,  Para, 

"  Sage, 

11  Summer  Savory, 

"  Sweet  Marjoram, 

"  Sabina, 

"  Senna,  Alex. 

"  Scneka  Root, 

"  Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 
"  "  Virgin, 

"         "  "    1  oz.  viala. 

"  Snakeroot,  Virginia 

"  Squills, 

"  Sulphate  Copper, 

Mastich,  "        "  Potass, 

Myrrh, 
Tragacanth, 
Hellebore,  white, 

Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  put  up  in  V4  and  Vi  pound  bottles,  at  10  cents  teb  pound 


As  many  of  the  Gums,  &.C.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, 
Aloes,  Assafoetida,  &c.  &c.  they  are  very  liable  to  run  together  and  become 
solid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  H'ith  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  &c.  &c.  Some  roots  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  &c.  ic.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powders  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  solid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  repuuea  them  with  others  that  are 
frcsb'fy  powdered. 

The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  us  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
ouro  "ben  ordered  in  bulk.  _ ^  •%#»§«>■■ 

The  value  of  this  oil,  as  a  remedial  agent  In  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseases,  is  no  longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to  be  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medicine, 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS. — In  addition  to  t!ic  Extra  Medicines,  we  also  keep  a 
large  and  well-assorted  stock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  other  Liquids  we  obtain  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  every  known  test  for  impurities;  and  we  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
oj  Drvgs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  such  that  we  can  offer  inducements 
to  dealers,  which  must  influence  ail  who  not  only  like  to  Juice  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  hare  goods  that  abe  what  they  pub- 
r  get  to  be,  and  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES  &  CO. 
Dbugcists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists,  New-Yobk. 
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Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  the  beans  in  its  highest  state  of  per. 
fection.  Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea- 
sant to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap 
pearance,  it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
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have  secured  a  supply,  viz. : — The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
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Dragees  of  Lactate  of  Iron,  &c.  &c. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway; 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business. 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 


KIERSTED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT 


The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  M  (Heine, 
throughout  the  United  (States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  o 

AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
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use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dreseing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftencr,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 
or  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE  ;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
Jt  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  all  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
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DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use  ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  w'.io  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address.. 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY  . 
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NOTICE. 

Contrary  to  our  announcement,  our  Subscri- 
bers will  receive  this  number  of  the  Gazette  about 
the  first  of  May,  in  regular  course.  The  late 
important  action  of  the  New-York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  is  of  sufficient  interest  to  the  whole 
profession,  to  demand  that  it  should  appear  in 
time  for  the  annual  Convention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  at  Richmond,  Va.  which 
will  assemble  on  the  4th  inst. 

The  promised  double  number  will  be  issued 
before  the  1st,  of  June. 

Medical  Reform. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  our  readers  with 
the  highly  important  fact  that  the  New-York  Academy 
of  Medicine,  has  at  length  aroused  from  its  lethargy  and 
inaction,  of  which  we  have  so  often  and  so  long  had 
occasion  to  complain  ;  and  has  now  taken  the  initiative 
in  a  course  of  reform,  which  promises  the  best  results 
for  redeeming  the  character,  and  asserting  the  dignity 
of  the  whole  profession. 

At  the  last  meeting,  convened  for  conforming  the 
Constitution  and  Bye  Laws  to  the  requirements  of  the 
new  Charter,  a  larger  number  were  in  attendance  than 
has  been  assembled  for  months.  Certain  resolutions  had 
been  offered  by  Dr.  Shanks  at  a  previous  meeting,  on 
the  subject  of  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into  our 
ranks,  and  the  encroachments  constantly  making  upon 


the  rights  and  interests  of  the  profession  in  connection 
with  the  College  cliniques  and  their  advertisements  in 
the  secular  papers. 

These  resolutions  having  been  printed,  awakened 
the  hope  that  something  might  be  done  in  the  way  of 
reform,  although  the  measures  they  suggested  were 
deemed  too  radical  and  revolutionary.  Hence  it  was 
proposed  by  several  members  to  incorporate  in  the  new 
Constitution  all  that  was  needed  for  sustaining  the  Code 
of  Ethics,  and  correcting  existing  violations  or  evasions 
of  the  rules,  of  which  so  numerous  instances  have  re- 
cently been  complained  of. 

In  the  progress  of  the  discussion,  however,  in  which 
various  gentlemen  participated,  it  was  finally  agreed 
that  without  introducing  the  details  into  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  determined  sense  of  the  Academy,  might  be 
better  expressed  by  Resolutions,  which  would  have  all 
the  force  of  organic  law. 

The  debate  was  conducted  chiefly  by  Drs.  J.  R. 
Wood,  Say  re,  Griscom,  Stone,  S.  C.  Foster*,  Parker, 
Hall,  Post,  Gardiner,  Bachelder,  Detmo'd,  I.  Wood,  &c. 
and  the  editor  of  this  paper,  who  offered  the  resolutions 
annexed,  and  which  were  adopted  by  a  nearly  unani- 
mous vote. 

Dr.  Wood  exhibited  and  read  one  of  a  series  of 
cards  !  which  have  been  scattered  over  the  city  by  the 
University  College  clinique,  and  which  are  headed  "  to 
the  sick  poor,"  and  bearing  the  name  of  Professor 
Valentine  Mott,  a  member  of  the  Academy,  offering 
advice,  medicines,  and  operations,  gratis  to  the  poor,  in 
flagrant  violation  of  our  code,  which  forbids  all  such 
advertisements.  He  also  detailed  the  past,  present,  and 
prospective  mischiefs,  of  the  toleration  heretofore  ex- 
tended to  these  and  kindred  unprofessional  irregu- 
larities. 

Professor  Parker  concurred  in  the  spirit  of  the  reso- 
lutions, and  would  support  them  ;  both  he  and  Dr.  Sayre 
however,  defended  the  clinique  at  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  from  being  open  to  the  objections 
made  against  advertising  ; — or  trespassing  upon  the 
rights  of  other  physicians,  against  which  they  had  been 
and  would  continue  to  be  guarded. 

Dr.  Stone  opposed  the  principle  of  the  cliniques,  as 
radically  wrong,  and  urged  their  entire  abolition  as  being 
due  to  the  profession,  and  especially  to  students  who 
should  look  to  the  hospitals  for  the  only  clinical  teach- 
ing worthy  of  the  name. 
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A  very  general  expression  of  the  sentiment  of  the 
profession  was  elicited  at  this  meeting,  adverse  to  the 
irregularities  under  notice,  and  a  determination  that  the 
code  of  Ethics  shall  he  enforced  hereafter  against  all 
offenders,  however  exalted  in  their  own  estimation  or 
that  of  others,  and  whether  in  or  out  of  the  Colleges. 

It  remains  to  be  seen,  what  attitude  the  College 
cliniques  and  their  conductors  will  assume,  now  that  the 
profession  of  the  city  have  spoken.  We  trust  that  this 
action  will  put  a  stop  to  all  such  unprofessional  adver- 
tisements in  the  newspapers  or  otherwise  ;  and  that  in 
fufure  the  Cliniques  will  be  restricted  by  the  professors 
to  their  own  patients.  This  reform  will  then  be  peace- 
ably effected,  which  is  the  desire  of  all,  as  it  is  for  the 
mutual  interest  of  all.  If  any  one  college  has  the  te- 
merity to  defy  the  opinion  of  the  profession,  the  parties 
concerned  will  learn  a  salutary  and  useful  lesson.  So 
mote  it  be. 

Resolutions,  Adopted  by  the  New- York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  April  21st,  1852. 

Whereas,  the  duty  of  rendering  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical services,  to  the  poor  and  destitute,  without  fee  or 
reward,  is  one  of  universal  and  perpetual  obligation,  up- 
on every  member  of  our  liberal  profession  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  that  no  fellow  of  this  Academy  shall  be 
countenanced  in  making  exclusive  pretensions  to  be- 
nevolence, by  public  advertisements,  or  private  cards, 
circulars,  or  any  other  device,  "  publicly  offering  advice, 
.medicines,  or  operations  to  the  poor  gratis,"  either  in 
his  individual  capacity,  or  in  virtue  of  any  office  or  posi- 
tion he  may  hold,  in  any  clinique,  school,  college  or  other 
public  institution. 

Resolved,  that  these  resolutions  be  published  in  the 
Medical  Journals  of  the  city. 

The  following  resolutions  were  also  adopted  "at  the 
same  date,  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote. 

Whereas,  the  Cliniques  now  held  at  the  Medical 
Colleges,  as  at  present  conducted,  are  or  may  be  made 
tributary  to  the  private  interests  of  the  Professors,  at 
the  expense  of  other  and  younger  members  of  the  pro- 
fession; depriving  them  by  an  odious  monopoly  of 
practice  and  operations,  and  often  of fees,  to  which  they 
are  justly  entitled  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  Academy,  that  to  pre- 
scribe for,  or  operate  upon  the  legitimate  patients  of  any 
other  physician,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  although 
done  gratuitously  at  a  Clinique  ;  is  equally  unwarranta- 
ble and  unprofessional,  with  similar  interference  with 
the  patients  of  another  in  private  practice,  and  in  either 
case  is  a  violation  of  the  code  of  Medical  Ethics  adopted 
by  this  body. 

Resolved,  that  the  possible  perversion  of  these 
Cliniques,  to  the  private  emolument  of  those  conducting 
them,  by  transferring  patients  to  their  private  offices, 
and  thus  exacting  fees,  from  those  found  able  to  pay, 
divests  the  Cliniques  of  all  pretext  for  professing  to  be 


public  charities,  and  should  be  scrupulously  guarded 
against  in  all  our  colleges  by  stringent  rules. 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent 
to  the  authorities  of  the  several  medical  colleges  in  this 
city. 


Medical  use  of  Intoxicating  Liquors. 

A  characteristic  editorial  lias  appeared  in  the  N.  Y. 
Herald  in  relation  to  the  comparative  use  of  Liquors  and 
drugs  in  the  Alms  House  Department,  for  a  number  of 
years  past.  With  the  political  objects  of  the  article  we 
have  nothing  to  do,  and  wre  only  allude  to  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exhibiting  the  baseness  of  its  falsehoods,  the 
enormity  of  which  are  unparalleled,  even  among  the 
mercenary  apologists  for  the  rum  traffic  in  our  own  city 
or  elsewhere.  The  offensive  personalities  which  betray 
the  animus  of  the  writer  against  the  late  Resident  Phy- 
sician and  Medical  Board  only  merit  contempt. 

The  whole  expenditures  for  liquors  in  the  entire  de- 
partment for  each  year,  including  all  the  institutions, 
hospitals,  asylums,  prisons,  &c.  on  Blackwell's  Island, 
Randalls  Island,  and  throughout  the  city  and  county, 
are  maliciously  and  falsely  alleged,  as  controlled  by  the 
medical  staff  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  which  contained  less 
than  one  tenth  of  the  inmates  of  the  Alms  House  de- 
partment. And  this,  with  the  Report  before  the  writer, 
showing  that  they  had  no  more  to  do  with  any  one  of 
the  numerous  other  hospitals,  prisons,  &c.  of  the  de- 
partment, than  the  editor  of  the  Herald.  And  yet  in 
the  face  of  this  glaring  outrage  upon  truth  and  decency, 
a  comparison  is  instituted  between  the  aggregate  thus 
made  up,  and  the  cost  of  a  previous  year  in  the  Belle- 
vue Hospital  alone,  which  is  separated  from  all  the  other 
institutions  for  the  purpose.  The  mendacity  of  such  a 
writer,  is  incurable,  as  is  the  love  of  rum. 

©otntnuntcattons. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  District  Medical  So- 
ciety for  the  County  of  Mercer,  New  Jersey,  held  in  the 
city  of  Trenton,  this  20th  of  April,  1852.  The  subject 
of  altering  and  amending  the  constitution  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  in  relation  to  the  question 
"  whence  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointment  1" 
was  brought  before  the  Society.  The  following  Pream- 
ble and  Resolutions  were  on  motion  adopted,  and  res- 
pectfully recommended  as  the  basis  on  which  the 
American  Medical  Association  ought  to  be  organized  : 

Whereas,  the  article  of  the  present  Constitution 
which  states  that  "  the  delegates  shall  receive  their  ap- 
pointment from  permanently  organized  Medical  Socie- 
ties, Medical  Colleges,  Hospitals,  Lunatic  Asylums,  and 
other  permanently  organized  Medical  Institutions  of 
good  standing,"  is  too  vague  and  indefinable,  and  ren- 
ders the  representation  of  the  great  body  of  the  profes- 
sion unequal  and  unsatisfactory.  It  is  therefore  respect- 
fully recommended,  ». 
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1st.  That  no  delegate  be  received  who  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Medical  Society  in  which  he  resides. 

2d.  That  as  State  Medical  Societies  are  composed 
of  delegates  from  the  County  Societies  of  their  respec- 
tive States,  so  should  the  American  Medical  Associalion 
be  composed  of  delegates  from  the  State  and  County 
Societies  of  the  several  States,  with  such  other  Medical 
Institutions  as  the  Association  shall  from  time  to  time  j 
determine.    The  delegates  from  the  State  Societies  j 
being  appointed  from  the  fellows,  officers,  and  mem-  j 
bers  thereof. 

3d.  That  no  delegate  be  received  from  any  Medical 
College,  Hospital,  Lunatic  Asylum,  or  other  Medical  j 
Institution,  where  there  arc  less  than  five  (5)  Medical 
Officers,  i.  e.  Professors  or  Attendant  Physicians,  attach-  j 
ed  thereto. 

4th.  That  no  Medical  School,  or  other  Institution  be  ! 
recognized,  or  any  delegate  received  from  sucb  School  j 
or  other  Institution,  which  shall  not  carry  into  effect  , 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Association  shall  from  : 
time  to  time  consider  necessary,  in  relation  to  Medical 
Education,  and  the  advancement  of  Medical  Science. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above,  signed  by  the  I 
President  and  Secretary,  be  presented  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  i 
4th  prox.  at  Richmond,  Va. 

,  ■    .  "  =  I 

Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum. 
The  13th  annual  report  is  before  us,  and  exhibits  a 
sound  and  prosperous  state  of  things  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Institution.   The  Superintendent,  Dr.  S.  H. 
Smith,  is  obviously  well  adapted  to  his  position,  and 
seems  to  possess  that  rare  combination  of  professional 
and  moral  qualifications  so  necessary  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  insane.  His  enlightened  and  discriminating  ; 
views,  as  set  forth  in  this  report,  are  the  fruit  of  science  ; 
and  benevolence,  nor  could  this  afflicted  class  of  our  i 
fellow  beings,  be  committed  to  better  hands.   There  is 
much  to  admire  in  his  report,  as  we  may  take  occasion 
to  show  by  extracts,  when  we  have  room. 


Dr.  Eleazar  Parmly's  Address. 

Our  fellow  citizen  Dr.  Parmly,  justly  esteemed  as  a 
distinguished  and  eminent  practitioner  of  Dental  Sur- 
gery, in  which  profession  he  has  probably  no  superior, 
has  lntely  delivered  an  address  to  the  graduating  class 
of  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  which  has 
been  published. 

Dr.  Parmly's  public  spirit,  and  zeal  for  the  craft  have 
prompted  him  to  serve  this  distant  college  as  its  Presi- 
dent, and  he  has  ever  extended-to  its  interests  his  vigi- 
lant favor  and  patronage.  It  is  not  surprising  therefore 
to  find  him  aroused  to  unwonted  earnestness  in  vindi- 
cating this,  his  favorite  protege,  and  kindred  dental 
schools,  from  the  assault  made  upon  them  by  Dr.  Gar- 
dette  of  Philadelphia,  and  more  recently  by  Dr.  Tre- 
nor  of  this  city,  both  able  and  learned  members  of  the 
same  profession.  These  gentlemen  concur  in  preferring 
an  education  for  Dentists  in  Medical  Colleges,  and 
would  seem  to  regard  it  necessary  that  to  become  a 
skilful  Dentist,  a  man  should  first  be  a  competent  phy- 
sician ;  and  they  hence  advocate  as  a  substitute  for 
separate  colleges,  that  a  dental  professorship  should  be 
added  to  the  Faculty  of  our  medical  schools. 

Dr.  Parmly  combats  these  views  in  this  address  with 
signal  ability,  and  with  no  little  ardor  and  enthusiasm, 
throwing  in  a  spice  of  satire  and  severity  beyond  what 
we  have  ever  seen  coming  from  his  pen.  But  the  time 
and  the  occasion,  added  to  the  provocation  he  and  his 
associates  have  received,  seem  to  have  rekindled  the 
fires  of  his  youth,  and  he  speaks  with  a  fervor  whicb 
give's  a  zest  and  interest  to  the  address,  which  will  ren- 
der it  both  popular  and  useful.  It  would  savor  of  pre- 
sumption in  us  to  "  decide  when  doctors  disagree,"  as  to 
the  merit  of  the  question  mooted.  We  must  wait  until 
our  friend,  Dr.  Westcott  of  the  New-York  Dental  Col- 
lege at  Syracuse,  shall  review  the  whole  subject,  which 
we  learn  may  be  anticipated  in  the  next  number  of  the 
New-York  Journal  of  Medicine. 


Medical  College   of  the   State  of  South  Carolina. 

By  the  catalogue  of  this  Institution,  we  perceive 
that  the  late  class  numbered  232,  of  whom  103  gradu- 
ated. The  evidence  of  growing  prosperity,  and  pros- 
pective increase,  is  seen,  not  merely  in  the  number  of 
pupils  and  graduates,  but  in  the  increase  of  professor- 
ships, for  which  the  highest  standard  of  ability  is  sought, 
and  this  without  any  advance  on  the  fees  required  of 
the  student;  or  any  unworthy  artifice  for  attracting 
students,  by  opening  a  mercenary  account  of  dollars 
and  cents,  to  be  credited  in  the  event  that  they  main- 
tain adhesion  to  the  school.  The  Professorship  of  Com- 
parative Anatomy,  now  permanently  filled  by  Professor 
Agassiz,  has  been  added  to  the  corps  of  seven  profes- 
sors, without  any  additional  expense  to  the  students. 


Medical  Circulars. 

Such  is  the  competition  in  medical  instruction,  in 
this  country,  that  even  the  schools  of  medicine  of  some 
of  the  States  appear  to  be  earnestly  drumming  up  the 
people  for  customers.  Circulars  are  actually  flying 
through  the  post  offices,  announcing  the  facilities,  econo- 
my, tfce.  of  certain  institutions  for  next  November.  This 
is  taking  time  by  the  forelock;  but  it  is  positively  in- 
juring the  medical  character  of  the  United  States,  to 
make  such  a  show  of  ambition  to  gather  up  students. 

Boston  Med.  and  Sur.  Journal,  10th  March. 


Clerical  and  Judicial  Encouragement  to  Quackery. 

We  see  it  stated  in  the  daily  papers  that,  at  the 
fourth  annual  commencement  of  the  Homceopathic  Col- 
lege of  Pennsylvania,  the  opening  prayer  was  offered  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Evans ;  the  benediction  pronounced  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Remington  ;  and  the  degrees  conferred  by  the 
Hon.  A.  V.  Parsons,  President  of  the  College. 
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Dental  Colleges. 

The  attention  of  the  undersigned  has  been  attracted 
by  an  article  published  in  the  New-York  Journal  of 
Medicine,  and  signed  J.  Trenor,  M.  D.  in  which  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  occurs : 

"  Under  the  plea  of  remedying  all  these  evils,  what 
are  termed  dental  colleges,  have  been  recently  brought 
into  existence.  Conscious  of  the  wants  in  this  branch 
of  the  medical  profession,  and  of  the  obvious  inefficiency 
of  a  large  number  of  those  who  appear  in  the  capacity 
of  its  practitioners,  and  a  belief  taken,  if  not  altogether 
for  granted,  certainly  without  sufficient  investigation, 
that  these  institutions  must  necessarily  remedy  the  de- 
ficiencies so  generally  felt  and  justly  complained  of, 
some  of  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  have  ac- 
corded to  them  a  degree  of  countenance  and  approba- 
tion, to  which  it  can  be  easily  shown,  that  they  are  by 
no  means  entitled.  They  come  before  the  public  with 
confident  promises  and  plausible  pretensions,  and  as  at 
present  constituted,  are  so  decidedly  inefficient,  that  they 
are  a  greater  drawback  to  improvement  than  if  they 
had  never  existed.  They  profess  to  remedy  an  evil, 
■which  they  most  effectually  and  glaringly  magnify. 
They  hold  out  the  idea  of  giving  a  complete  and  finish- 
ed course  of  instruction  on  dentistry,  while  full  two- 
thirds  of  what  should  be  taught,  and  that  the  most  im- 
portant, too,  viz.  all  the  instruction  which  every  medical 
school  inculcates  in  medicine  and  surgery,  it  does  not 
enter  into  their  arrangements,  nor  do  they  possess  the 
ability,  with  any  degree  of  usefulness  or  benefits,  to  per- 
form." 

The  obligation  which  rests  upon  all  men,  to  do  jus- 
tice and  vindicate  the  truth,  would  be  a  sufficient  reason 
why  the  undersigned  should  publicly  contradict  a  state- 
ment which  they  know  to  be  at  once  unjust,  injurious 
and  untrue,  had  not  the  language  of  Dr.  Trenor  given 
them  a  personal  interest  in  the  decision  of  the  question 
he  has  raised.  As  they  have  from  time  to  time  visited 
the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  participated 
in  the  examination  of  its  pupils,  sanctioned  the  award  to 
them  of  professional  distinction,  and  commended  them 
in  various  ways  to  the  confidence  of  the  community, 
the  undersigned  cannot  but  perceive  that  they  are  par- 
ticularly designated  by  Dr.  Trenor,  as  the  objects  for 
the  reproach  that  he  invokes  upon  those  who  have  lent 
their  influence  to  further  improper  purposes  and  sus- 
tain unwarrantable  pretensions . 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  Physicians  and  Dentists, 
who  have  at  several  times  visited  the  Baltimore  College 
of  Dental  Surgery  for  the  purpose  of  making  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  design,  means,  capacity,  and 
success  of  the  Institution,  ask'  leave  to  submit  to  the 
public  the  following  declaration  : 

1st.  That  they  are  each  and  all  of  them  acquainted 
by  personal  observation,  with  the  character  of  the  Bal- 
timore College  of  Dental  Surgery,  and  that  no  one  of 
them  has  directly  or  indirectly  any  other  interest  in  the 
Institution  than  that  which  results  from  an  apprecia- 
tion of  its  usefulness  to  the  community. 


2d.  They  are  fully  convinced  that  the  instruction 
given  in  this  College  is  sound,  thorough,  and  efficient, 
embracing  ample  theoretical  and  practical  tuition. 

3d.  That  Dr.  Trenor  is  entirely  mistaken,  and 
makes  an  assertion  utterly  unauthorized  by  facts,  when 
he  declares  that  "full  two-thirds  of  what  should  be 
taught,  and  that  the  most  important  too,  viz.  all  the 
instruction  which  every  medical  school  inculcates  in 
medicine  and  surgery  it  does  not  enter  into  their  ar- 
rangements, nor  do  they  possess  the  ability  with  any 
degree  of  usefulness  or  benefit  to  perform." 

To  the  knowledge  of  the  undersigned  the  contrary 
of  this  is  true.  The  giving  such  instruction  does  enter 
into  the  arrangements  of  the  Faculty  is  sufficiently  pro- 
vided for  by  them,  and  they  do  beyond  all  question 
possess  the  ability  to  perform  the  duties  they  have  as- 
sumed with  usefulness  and  benefit. 

As  Dr.  Trenor  has  never  visited  the  Institution,  and 
has  had  none  of  these  peculiar  advantages  for  obtaining 
information  which  have  been  available  by  the  undersign- 
ed,  they  have  no  hesitation  in  opposing  their  knowledge 
of  facts  to  his  conjectures  of  possibilities. 

In  conclusion  the  undersigned  do  heartily  concur  in 
recommending  the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgery 
to  the  patronage  of  the  public,  and  the  confidence  of 
those  who  are  desirous  to  avail  themselves  of  the  best 
means  to  attain  excellence  in  Dental  Practice.  They 
are  confident  from  their  experience  of  the  nature  of 
teaching  in  medical  schools,  a  nature  of  teaching  found- 
ed upon  the  particular  purposes  originally  intended  to 
be  subserved  by  their  Institution,  and  now  confirmed 
by  long  usage  ;  that  Dentistry  can  never  be  efficiently 
taught  in  them,  and  that  the  Dental  Profession  and  the 
community  generally  will  act  wisely  by  giving  support 
to  special  Dental  Institutions. 

E.  To wnsend,  Philadelphia. 

A.  Snowden  Piggot,  M.  D.  Baltimore. 

E.  G.  Tucker,  M.  D.  Boston. 

Robert  Arthur,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ely  Parry,  M.  D.  Philadelphia. 

Daniel  Neall. 

C.  C.  Williams,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Jas.  Bordlet,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Baltimore,  Md. 

Wm.  H.  Davis,  M.  D.  do.  do. 

John  R.  W.  Dunbar,  M.  D.       do.  do. 

George  C.  M.  Roberts,  M.  D.  do.  do. 

W.  W.  Handy,  M.  D.  do.  do. 

Edward  Maynard,  M.  D.  Washington,  D.  C. 

Joshua  J.  Cohen,  M.  D.  Baltimore. 

John  H.  Briscoe,  M.  D. 

Joseph  H.  Foster,  M.  D.  New-York. 

J.  Parmly,  do; 

Expulsion  of  Homoeopathists  from  the  Edin- 
burgh Medico-Chiruroical  Society. — At  a  meeting 
of  the  Edinburgh  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  on  the 
3d  of  December  last,  the  following  persons,  publicly 
professing  homoeopathy,  were  deleted  from  the  list  of 
members : — Professor  Henderson,  of  Edinburgh  ;  Dr. 
McDonald,  of  St.  Andrews;  Dr.  McLeod,  of  Ben 
Rhydding  ;  and  Dr.  Ransford,  of  York. 
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American .  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 

The  last  number  contains  an  unusual  variety  of  ori- 
ginal articles,  among  which  is  a  paper  on  Respiration, 
by  Professor  Draper  of  New- York,  which  exhibits  the 
very  ingenious  theory  which  he  adopts  to  explain  this 
function  on  purely  chemical  principles.  The  new  points 
he  presents,  will  attract  the  attention  of  philosophers, 
and  cannot  fail  to  enhance  his  reputation  in  a  depart- 
ment in  which  he  has  no  superior. 


Dr.  Jackson,  of  Northumberland. 

The  annual  discourse  of  this  gentleman  before  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  Society  of  which  he  is  the  Presi- 
dent, has  been  published.  It  portrays  the  temptations 
and  discomforts  of  the  physician's  life,  with  the  pen  of 
one  who  has  learned  experience  by  the  things  which  he 
has  suffered  through  a  long  career  in  the  arduous  du- 
ties of  the  craft.  We  hope  to  find  room  for  some 
striking  passages  hereafter. 


Transylvania  Medical  Journal. 

In  looking  over  the  pages  of  a  late  number,  we  ob- 
served an  article  entitled  "  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of 
Pseudo-membranes,  translated  from  the  French  of  J. 
B.  Pigni,  by  L.  J.  Frazee,  M.  D."  and  published  as  an 
original  translation. 

We  soon  recognized  an  old  acquaintance,  and  by 
turning  to  the  volume  of  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Medicine 
for  1849,  we  found  the  identical  translation,  made  to 
Dr.  Frazee's  hand,  and  from  the  original  manuscript, 
by  our  neighbor,  Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre  of  this  city,  who,  on 
inquiry,  we  learn  still  retains  the  MS.  of  M.  Pigne  as 
his  name  ought  to  be  spelled. 

On  comparing  the  translations,  we  find  them  in  al- 
most ipsissimis  verbis,  so  very  like,  that  it  seems  a 
"  psychological  phenomenon,"  how  the  two  translators 
could  have  so  nearly  resembled  each  other,  unless  the 
rendering  of  the  one  was  lying  on  the  table  of  the  other. 
But  we  suppose  in  these  days  of  "  spiritual  rapping," 
and  writing  too,  no  plagiarism  can  be  proved,  so  potent 
is  "  Mental  Alchemy." 


Professor  Mussey. 

This  veteran  teacher  and  practitioner  of  Surgery  has 
yielded  his  last  introductory  lecture  to  his  class  at  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio.  It  presents  a  brief  history  of 
Surgery  as  it  was,  and  as  it  is,  enriched  with  numerous 
incidents  and  anecdotes  occurring  under  his  observation 
during  his  long  experience,  which  render  it  a  highly 
valuable  document.  It  exhibits  the  claims  and  triumphs 
of  modern  surgery  in  a  very  striking  manner,  and  de- 
serves the  compliment  paid  it  by  his  class. 


Dr.  Alexander  F.  Vache, 

Long  known  as  a  public  officer  in  the  service  of  the 
city  and  state,  as  Resident  Physician  to  the  Alms 


House  and  to  the  Board  of  Health,  and  connected  with 
various  public  institutions  as  medical  officer,  has  issued 
from  the  press  a  volume  containing  his  "  Letters  to  the 
Legislature  on  Yellow  Fever,  Cholera,  and  Quarantine," 
with  notes  and  additions,  together  with  a  lithographic 
representation  of  the  Quarantine  on  Staten  Island.  He 
has  increased  its  value  by  adding  the  Health  Laws  of 
the  City  of  New- York,  with  critical  notes. 

Without  endorsing  some  of  the  doctrines  of  conta- 
gion here  taught,  in  relation  to  which  a  wide  diversity 
of  opinion  must  be  allowed  among  medical  men,  we  can, 
nevertheless,  commend  this  volume  as  worthy  of  perusal 
by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  subject,  as  presenting 
enlightened  and  practical  views  by  an  able  and  experi- 
enced physician.  It  is  full  time  that  our  Quarantine 
system  should  be  revised  and  improved  conformably  to 
the  existing  state  of  science,  and  this  work  can  only 
be  judiciously  done  by  practical  medical  men,  a  com- 
mission of  whom  should  be  permanently  organized  by 
the  state,  independent  of  all  party  or  political  influences, 
to  whom  should  be  committed  the  whole  subject  of 
Public  Hygiene  and  Medical  Police,  including  the  in- 
spection and  supervision  of  all  the  Hospitals  supported 
by  the  public  money.  The  importance  of  this  subject 
cannot  be  overrated. 


Public  Documents. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Hon.  F.  G.  Luckey,  of  the 
Assembly  at  Albany,  for  the  transactions  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  and  other  printed  documents. 


University  of  Pennsylvania. 

At  the  late  commencement  of  this  venerable  school, 
the  graduating  class  numbered  157,  from  which  we  in- 
fer, that  their  brave  response  to  the  wishes  of  the  pro- 
fession, by  extending  their  session  to  six  months,  and 
making  it  obligatory  on  the  students,  has  somewhat 
diminished  the  usual  number  of  the  aggregate  of  the 
class.  This  result  was  doubtless  anticipated,  and  the 
Faculty  having  counted  the  cost,  resolved  upon  placing 
their  example  on  the  side  of  improvement  and  reform, 
at  any  sacrifice.  We  honor  them  for  submitting  to  this 
temporary  eclipse  of  their  numerical  supremacy  in  the 
number  of  their  students,  and  venture  the  prediction 
that  they  wilFultimately  find  appreciation  and  reward, 
by  the  patronage  of  that  large  majority  of  the  profes- 
sion, who  are  in  earnest  in  the  recommendation  for  an 
extended  course  of  lectures,  by  the  American  Medical 
Association.  Let  them  persevere  another  year,  and  the 
colleges,  including  their  sister  and  rival  in  the  same  city, 
will  be  found  marching  pari  passu  with  ^them  in  the 
six  months  course.  The  next  generation  of  students 
will  be  taught  to  expect  it,  and  to  give  it  the  preference, 
so  that  the  extension  in  two  years  more  will  become 
policy  as  well  as  duty.  Should  the  present  system  of 
teaching  continue,  and  the  college  degree  is  still  to  be 
deemed  a  license,  the  six  months  course  will  become 
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manifest  destiny.  So  mote  it  be.  Else  the  erection 
of  an  independent  Board  of  Examiners  in  every  state, 
with  the  exclusive  power  to  license,  Avill  be  the  alter- 
native. 


Doctor  John  Bell. 

We  learn  from  Philadelphia,  that  this  gentleman 
having  resigned  his  professorship  in  the  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Ohio,  has  returned  to  his  former  residence,  and 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession.  This  step  was 
rendered  necessary  by  his  ill  health  during  the  western 
winters,  both  he  and  his  family  having  suffered  much 
affliction  by  the  change  of  climate,  during  their  brief 
sojourn  in  Cincinnati. 

We  are  pleased  to  extract  the  following  item  from 
the  Cincinnati  Commercial,  affording  as  it  does  the  best 
kind  of  evidence,  that  he  was  justly  estimated  in  the 
Queen  City,  as  he  is  known  to  be  in  Philadelphia,  where 
many  will  welcome  his  return. 

Professor  Bell. — The  departure  of  this  gentleman 
from  Cincinnati,  owing  to  continued  ill  health,  is  a  cause 
of  deep  regret  to  all  his  medical  brethern  in  this  city. 
Resolutions  of  a  highly  complimentary  character  have 
been  passed  unanimously  on  the  occasion,  by  the  Medi- 
co-Chirurgical  and  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Societies. 

Dr.  Bell  carries  with  him,  also,  the  love  and  grati- 
tude of  Ms  class  in  the  Ohio  Medical  College  for  his 
untiring  efforts,  even  when  suffering  from  disease,  to 
give  them  the  best  instruction,  both  in  the  College  and 
in  the  Hospital. 

The  Trustees,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  passed  reso- 
lutions, in  which  they  express  their  regret  at  his  resig- 
nation, and  the  loss  to  the  institution  of  his  valuable 
services;  and  they  tender  to  him  their  thanks  for  his 
past  services,  and  their  best  wishes  for  his  speedy  resto- 
ration to  health. 

Dr.  Bell,  before  leaving  Cincinnati,  delivered,  by  re- 
quest, a  parting  address  before  the  profession  and  the 
public,  the  publication  of  which,  though  called  for  by 
the  meeting  has  been  delayed,  as  he  was  on  the  eve  of 
his  departure,  and  could  not  then  prepare  it  for  the 
press.  We  have  heard  it  highly  spoken  of,  and  hope 
to  see  it  in  print  shortly. 


Smith's  Operative  Surgery. 
Messrs.  Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.  No.  14  North 
Fourth -street,  Philadelphia,  will  publish  on  Tuesday, 
the  3rd  Part  of  the  beautifully  illustrated  System  of 
Operative  Surgery,  by  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D.  This 
work,  besides  its  strictly  professional  detail,  contains  a 
number  of  interesting  facts  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  the  United  States.  In  it  may  be  traced  the 
acts  of  most  of  the  prominent  surgeons  of  the  country 
from  the  year  1608  to  the  present  day.  Showing  the 
active  part  taken  in  the  affairs  of  the  government  by 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession.  In  paper,  type, 
and  valuable  information,  it  is  highly  creditable  to  all 
concerned,  and  indicative  of  the  enterprise  of  the  pub- 
lishers. 


The  Licensing  of  Physicians. 

[The  following  spirited  extracts  from  an  editorial  in 
the  Stethoscope  for  April,  are  worth  preserving,  for  the 
fearlessness  in  which  Dr.  Gooch  promulgates  the  truth. 
They  were  written  for  the  latitude  of  Old  Virginia,  but 
are  of  universal  application,  and  will  be  useful  in  New- 
York  especially,  where  a  revolution  in  medical  teaching 
is  not  to  be  delayed  much  longer,  as  "  coming  events 
cast  their  shadows  before."] 

It  will  be  seen  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society  a  committee  was  appointed  to  memorialize 
the  legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  establishing  a 
board  of  medical  examiners,  to  grant  licenses  to  practi- 
tioners of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Virginia.  It  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  and  .words  here  to  enter  into  an 
argument  to  show  the  great  necessity  or  importance  of 
such  a  step.  It  has  over  and  over  again  been  expressed 
by  the  profession,  and  no  reflecting  man  can  raise  an 
objection  to  it. 

We  learn  that  under  the  new  law  practitioners  are 
to  be  taxed  ten  dollars  each,  per  annum.  The  consti- 
tution prohibits  any  specific  tax  being  levied  by  the 
government,  but  to  get  around  this,  doctors  are  to  be 
required  annually  to  take  out  a  license,  and  the  license 
is  to  be  taxed  ten  dollars.  Of  this  we  do  not  complain, 
provided  the  original  license  is  granted  only  to  physi- 
cians duly  qualified  to  exercise  the  high  duties  and 
trusts  of  their  profession.  Everybody  agrees  that  the 
health  and  lives  of  the  people  are  more  important  than 
their  money,  and  that  they  should  be  entrusted  only  to 
the  safe  keeping  of  those  qualified  by  character  and 
education. 

A  man  who  would  deny  that  of  all  professions  that 
of  medicine  is  of  more  vital  importance  to  the  commu- 
nity than  any  other,  and  that  it  should  only  be  exercis- 
ed by  those  skilled  in  its  philosophy  and  well  educated, 
would  be  a  wonder,  even  in  this  age  of  the  world. 
Still  we  see  the  lawyer,  (even  though  he  possesses  the 
diplomas  of  master  of  arts,  bachelor  of  law,  LL.D., 
&c.  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Virginia,) 
required  by  statute,  first,  to  produce  certificate  of  good 
moral  standing,  then  to  pass  an  examination  before  dis- 
interested parties,  and  then  to  qualify  in  the  courts  by 
swearing  fidelity  to  the  state  and  to  his  clients.  The 
people  are  not  permitted  to  appear  before  or  appeal  lo 
their  common  courts  of  justice.  These  legislative  enact- 
ments have  for  their  end  the  protection  of  the  people, 
•and  are  made  to  secure  to  them  good  and  competent 
aid  when  their  pecuniary  interests  require  it.  Lives 
there  a  man  who  denies  that,  under  a  good  government, 
it  is  far  more  the  duty  of  the  law  to  protect  the  lives  of 
its  citizens,  and  to  secure  to  them  good  and  competent 
aid  when  their  misfortunes  and  health  require  it  1  The 
echo  of  the  back  woods  answers  no  !  Then  we  appeal  to 
the  lawgivers  of  the  land  to  grant,  and  to  the  public  at 
large  to  demand,  a  simple  act  of  legislation,  which, 
while  burthensome  to  none,  will  secure  to  all  a  boon 
which  civilization  and  good  government  ought  to 
guarantee.    When  any  man  is  stricken  with  bodily 
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affliction  he  ought  to  know  that  the  aid  which  he  seeks 
is  good  and  competent.  The  fact  that  his  physician  is 
entitled  to  practise  on  him  by  the  law,  ought  at  the 
same  time  to  be  a  token  and  a  guarantee  that  the  state 
has  confidence  in  the  honor  and  capacity  of  the  physi- 
cian whom  she  furnishes  to  him.  Now  we  have  to  ask 
the  question,  Is  this  the'cause  1  Lamentable  and  me- 
lancholy as  the  truth  may  be,  we  must  express  the 
answer  of  common  and  well  informed  public  opinion : 
It  is  not  the  case.  It  is  certainly  an  exceedingly  disa- 
greeable duty  which  falls  upon  us  of  expressing  this 
fact  and  of  heralding  it  forth  (not  much  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Old  Dominion.)  But  however  disagreeable 
this  duty  may  be,  we  are  much  compensated  by  the 
opportunity  afforded  of  raising  our  feeble  voice  and  of 
exercising  our  poor  endeavors  for  redressing  the  griev- 
ance. 

"  Medical  colleges  are  private  institutions,  or  even  if 
they  are  government  ones  their  object  is  to  teach  and  to 
afford  opportunities  to  acquire  knowledge  and  to  attain 
excellence  in  medicine.  Just  so  are  the  literary  ones, 
and  all  the  diplomas,  ought  to  be  on  the  same  footing  ; 
they  should  be  in  medicine,  as  they  are  in  law  and  let- 
ters, merely  honorable  distinctions,  testimonials  of  hav- 
ing gone  through  what  the  signers  of  them  consider  a 
sufficient  curriculum  of  study  to  entitle  the  possessor  to 
the  title  which  they  confer.  They  should  never  be 
farther  recognized  by  government,  nor  should  they  en- 
title men  to  rights  and  privileges  in  the  pursuits  of  life 
which  are  denied  to  those  not  possessing  them,  unless 
the  government  controls  the  colleges  and  itself  grants 
the  diploma  through  them.  Then  the  diploma  would 
simply  be  the  license  of  government  granted  by  its 
agents — the  colleges. 

"  Now,  we  anticipate  no  demurrer  to  this  logic,  but 
will  proceed  to  discuss,  as  briefly  as  we  can,  the  policy 
of  the  change.  The  schools  themselves  acknowledge, 
the  public  aver,  and  the  whole  profession  of  the  United 
States,  in  their  congresses,  often  reiterate,  that  no  man 
can  acquire  a  sufficient  knowledge  in  the  two  courses  of 
lectures,  of  four  months  each,  to  be  a  competent  or 
qualified  practitioner  of  the  healing  art.  Our  federal 
government,  never  very  celebrated  for  its  notice  of  or 
efforts  for  science,  has,  from  the  days  of  its  sagacious 
founders  to  the  present  time,  required  the  qualifications 
of  its  subaltern  officers — the  second  assistant  surgeons 
for  the  army  and  navy — to  be  tested  by  an  examination 
before  a  board  of  disinterested  men.  And  of  the  crowds 
who  go  before  this  board,  fresh  from  the  best  schools 
of  the  country,  with  the  ink  on  their  diplomas  (diplo- 
mas certifying  their  competency  as  Doctores  Medicinae) 
scarcely  dry,  we  see  that  only  one  in  a  large  number  is 
found  capable.  Aye,  capable  of  officiating  in  the  capa- 
city of  second  assistant  medical  attendant  of  our  soldiers 
and  sailors.  This  fact  alone  speaks  conviction  of  the 
truth  that  the  medical  diploma  is  no  evidence  of  educa- 
tion— that  it  does  not  entitle  its  holder  to  the  confidence 
of  the  men,  women  and  children  of  the  land  as  their 
protector  from  the  ilia  to  which  flesh  is  heir. 


The  profession  and  the  public  appeal  to  the  facul- 
ties of  the  colleges  to  raise  their  standard  of  graduation 
and  to  extend  their  course  of  instruction,  but  the  appeal 
has  been  and  "will  be  in  vain  as  long  as  the  reasons 
given  by  each  school  remain  valid.  The  usual  answer 
is :  'Our  money  and  interests  are  involved  in  our 
school,  and  the  rivalry  (in  the  work  of  manufacturing 
doctors)  is  now  so  great  that  we  cannot  afford  to  make 
this  change.  If  we  raise  our  standard  to  a  high  grade 
the  students  will  desert  us  and  go  to  Philadelphia  and 
to  the  other  schools  out  of  the  state  where  they  are 
sure  of  graduating.' 

"  Before  we  conclude,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  alude 
to  a  silly  argument  which  we  hear  designing  men  are 
circulating  to  prejudice  the  popular  mind  against  the 
system,  viz  :  '  that  the  allopaths  want  to  put  down  all 
other  kinds  of  practitioners.'  This  is  humbug,  for  no 
authority  has?  power  to  pass  an  ex  post  facto  law — one 
taking  away  privileges  now  exercised  by  practitioners, 
and  no  board  that  can  be  constituted  can  reject  a  man 
for  belief  or  disbelief  in  any  particular  doctrine  of  medi- 
cine. Men's  minds  do  not  all  run  together,  even  if  they 
are  educated  alike.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  board  to 
see  that  the  candidate  is  qualified  by  being  sufficiently 
well  versed  in  anatomy,  chemistry,  physiology,  patho- 
logy, the  institutes  of  medicine  and  surgerv.  If  his 
knowledge  of  these  subjects  is  sufficient,  and  his  cha- 
racter is  trustworthy,  he  must  pass,  and  may  practise 
any  system  of  medicine  which  his  conscience  and  under- 
standing direct  him  to.  But  is  there  a  demagogue  or  a 
knave  in  the  land  who  would  claim  the  right  of  any 
man  ignorant  of  these  branches  to  exercise  the  high, 
noble  and  responsible  calling  of  practitioner  of  medicine 
and  surgery  1  If  there  is,  pray  let  the  world  know 
who  he  is." 


The   National  Association. 
*  *  *  *  *  * 

"  '\Ye  heartily  concur  with  those  who  think  that 
microscopic,  or  even  mammoth,  medical  colleo-es  are 
unduly  and  over  represented  in  the  association.  Each 
one,  though  a  close  corporation  or  a  private  individual 
concern,  of  one  or  of  six  professors,  is  entitled  to  two 
representatives  and  to  two  votes  in  the  body.  Now,  by 
reference,  we  find  that  the  objects  contemplated  bv  the 
founders  of  the  association,  were  '  the  protection  of  the 
interests  of  the  medical  profession  of  the  United  States, 
the  maintenance  of  their  honor  and  respectability,  the 
advancement  and  the  extension  of  their  usefulness.' 
And  '  to  give  frequent,  united  and  emphatic  expression 
to  the  views  and  aims  of  the  profession  ;  to  elevate  the 
standard  of  education  ;  to  enlighten  the  public  in  regard 
to  the  duties,  responsibilities  and  requirements  of  medi- 
cal men,  and  to  excite  and  encourage  emulation  and 
concert  of  action  among  them.'  With  these  objects,  we 
think  the  institution,  now  granted  to  be  the  head  and 
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body  of  the  profession  of  the  Union,  is  in  the  hands  of 
an  aristocracy,  an  elite  of  a  favored  few,  who,  instead  of 
being  subjects  of  the  profession,  govern  and  control  it. 
The  professors  of  the  schools  are  represented  as  all  other 
physicians  are  :  then  in  addition  they  send  nearly  or 
quite  half  of  their  number  to  represent  themselves  over 
again  ;  and  as  a  school  with  two  professors  sends  two 
delegates,  each  of  the  professors  is  equivalent  to  ten 
organized  poor  subjects — poor  subterraneans  in  the 
humble  walks  of  the  profession.  Is  this  right — is  it 
proper  that  it  should  remain  so  1  We  are  opposed  to 
the  representation  from  the  schools  entirely.  These 
bodies,  generally  self-constituted  and  self-perpetuating, 
are  the  aristocracies  of  our  order  with  absolute  and 
hereditary  power.  They  hold  the  keys  of  the  portals 
of  the  profession ;  make  doctors  at  their  pleasure ; 
govern  them  afterwards  ;  reap  the  honors  and  pecuni- 
ary rewards,  and  are  responsible  to  nobody.  The  asso- 
ciation has  over  and  over  again  instructed  and  entreated 
them  to  take  certain  steps  which  they  have  scorned  to 
notice,  and  still  we  are  to  be  governed  by  such  masters, 
and  to  draw  down  their  malice  and  vengeance  when  we 
grumble  at  the  chains  which  oppress  us.  We  have 
reason  to  hope  for  a  better  organization  and  the  fruits 
of  it  at  an  early  day.  The  subject  has  awakened  the 
attention  of  many  prominent  men  in  the  country.  Dr. 
Samuel  Jackson,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Medical 
Examiner,  proposes  a  remodeling  of  the  governing  body, 
and  he  clearly  refutes  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
admission  of  nearly  one-half  of  the  professors  of  the 
country  to  represent  themselves.  '  Why  cannot  these 
noble  spirits  join  the  county  societies  '  and  go  as  dele- 
gates from,  or  be  represented  in  them  V 


Catheterism  of  the  Fallopian  Tubes— Is  it  possible  un- 
der ordinary  circumstances. 

BY  D.  WARREN  BRICKELL,  M.  D.  NATCHEZ,  MISS. 

In  the  May  (1851)  No.  of  the  New  Orleans  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal  may  be  found  a  very  graphic  account 
of  the  successful  performance  of  an  operation  which 
consisted  in  the  removal  of  an  ovarian  tumor,  per  vias 
naturales;  that  is,  by  "catheterism  of  the  fallopian 
tube." 

Reflection  leads  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this 
subject,  which  I  wish  regarded  as  prompted  more  by  a 
spirit  of  inquiry  than  otherwise. 

During  my  student's  life  I  was  induced  to  try  this 
operation  on  the  dead  subject,  but  without  success. 
Having  like  Richelieu  a  great  contempt  for  the  word 
fail,  I  tried  it  again  and  repeatedly,  during  two  years' 
connection  with  a  large  hospital,  (to  the  "dead  house  " 
of  which  I  had  the  freest  access,)  but  invariably  without 
even  partial  success — unless  the  arrival  of  the  end  of 
the  instrument  within  the  uterine  cavity  shall  be  so  con- 
sidered. During  this  time,  too,  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  operating  on  a  subject  dead  a  few  days  subsequent 
to  accouchement.    In  this  case  I  thought  my  chances 


for  success  enhanced  in  some  degree,  and  I  went  to 
work  with  resumed  energy,  but  disappointment  was  my 
sole  reward. 

Such  results  of  course  led  me  to  reflect  on  the  causes 
of  my  failure,  and  I  have  found  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  satisfying  myself  that  catheterism  of  the  fallopian 
tubes  is  a  much  more  feasible  operation  in  theory  than 
in  practice.  In  this  progressive  age  the  world  would 
almost  certainly  frown  on  a  man  who  would  dare  to 
pronounce  anything  impossible;  yet,  in  all  candor,  I  find 
myself  constrained  to  make  this  declaration  against  the 
operation  in  question.  Let  the  reader  reflect  a  moment 
on  the  position  of  the  uterus  in  the  body,  its  mobility, 
the  distance  from  the  vulva  to  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
the  length  of  the  neck  of  this  organ,  the  very  limited 
diameter  of  the  passage  through  the  neck,  the  very  com- 
pact and  unyielding  nature  of  the  whole  tissue  of  the 
uterus  ;  let  him  remember  the  direction  of  attachment 
(if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  of  the  fallopian 
tubes  to  the  uterus,  the  exceedingly  minute  calibre  of 
the  tubes,  (scarcely  admitting  a  bristle,)  their  extent 
between  the  organs  which  they  connect — to  say  noth- 
ing of  their  tortuosity — and  I  feel  satisfied  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  more  experienced  minds  will  hardly 
proceed  so  far  as  a  practical  demonstration  (at  least  on 
the  live  subject)  of  the  impracticability  of  the  operation. 

In  the  experiments  I  made,  the  only  curved  instru- 
ment which  I  ever  succeeded  in  introducing  into  the 
uterine  cavity  was  one  but  slightly  curved  throughout 
its  entire  length,  and  this  much  was  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  attain — instruments  curved  only  at  the  extremity 
could  not  be  introduced  at  all  into  the  healthy  uterus 
without  a  degree  of  violence  not  to  be  countenanced  on 
any  patient.  What  shall  we  say  then  of  an  instrument, 
"flexed  like  the  male  catheter,"  being  introduced  into 
the  cavity  of  the  womb,  and  being  made  to  penetrate 
the  fallopian  tube  throughout  three  inches  of  its  extent ! ! 

The  reporter  of  the  case  expresses  his  own  doubts 
as  to  the  practicability  of  the  operation  on  the  tube  in 
a  state  of  health  ;  yet  he,  at  the  same  time,  tells  us  that 
he  has  relieved  cases  of  sterility  and  dysmenorrhoea  by 
the  operation.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  in  such  cases 
the  tubes  are  not  in  a  healthy  condition  ?  If  so,  in  what 
condition  are  they  ? — and  what  are  the  data  on  which 
to  base  a  diagnosis?  On  the  contrary,  would  it  not  be 
more  reasonable  to  infer  some  degree  of  construction 
of  those  canals  under  such  circumstances,  thus  render- 
ing the  operation  more  difficult? 

May  not  the  reporter  of  this  case  have  erred  in  his 
diagnosis?  Is  it  not  somewhat  probable  that  his  case 
may  have  been  one  of  uterine  hydatids,  instead  of  ova- 
rian? With  all  the  attendant  circumstances  well  weigh- 
ed, I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this  will  be  the  conclu- 
sion of  nine  readers  in  ten.  I  have  conferred  with  but 
one  practitioner  on  the  subject,  and  our  opinions  agree 
most  accurately. 

In  order  to  render  the  operation  under  considera- 
tion practicable,  there  must  exist  a  concatenation  of  fa- 
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vorable  circumstances  in  the  patient,  which,  should  they 
ever  be  met  with,  must  be  regarded  as  truly  miraculous 
— and  all  these  circumstances  put  together  must,  at  the 
same  time,  declare  a  state  of  disease  deplorable  in  the 
extreme.  Let  those  gentlemen  who  fancy  that  they 
have  performed  this  operation  on  the  living  subject,  try 
the  same  on  the  dead  one  :  let  them  satisfy  themselves  | 
(per  vias  naturales)  that  the  instrument  is  within  the 
fallopian  tube ;  then  apply  the  scalpel,  and  they  will 
soon  begin  to  think  with  many  others  of  their  breth- 
ren, that  the  operation  is  really  performed  only  on  paper. 

Charleston  Medical  Journal  and  Review. 


Spiritual  Communications. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

*'  Every  dog  has  his  day,"  saith  the  adage,  and  the 
wisdom  of  the  fathers  is  in  it.  Of  late,  "  spirits  "  are 
the  "  dog,"  and  we  may  well  consider  them  as  having 
their  day ;  and  if  we  mistake  not,  their  day  will  soon 
be  over.  The  "  spirits  "  have  "  rapped  and  tapped," 
"  tipped  tables  and  pulled  hair,"  predicted  events  which 
never  took  place,  told  "  whoppers  "  and  been  exposed, 
and  on  the  whole  shown  themselves  very  ignoble  spirits 
at  best.  They  have  vied  with  each  other  in  impiety ; 
and  although  their  tricks  have  been  fully  exposed,  still 
they  carry  on  their  operations. 

But  leaving  the  impiety  and  rascality  of  their  pro- 
ceedings out  of  account,  the  puerility  of  their  per- 
formances is  enough  to  stamp  humbug  on  all  their 
manipulations.  He  must  have,  truly,  a  high  estimate 
of  the  dignity  of  his  own  "  spirit,"  who  could  suppose 
it  capable,  in  a  disembodied  state,  of  engaging  in  such 
utterly  childish  manifestations  of  itself,  even  were  it 
possible  !  But  a  certain  class  of  minds  must  be  deluded 
by  mystery.  If  the  mist  and  darkness  be  removed,  and 
the.  monster  they  had  wondered  at,  and  feared,  is  shown 
in  the  sun  light  as  a  stump,'lhey  will  forthwith  rush 
into  some  dark  corner  and  see  another. 

Nor  are  men  of  profound  learning,  and  piety  even, 
always  free  from  self-deception.  The  learned  and  pious 
President  D wight,  with  hundreds  of  other  not  less 
respectable  men,  certified  most  con6dently  to  the 
wonderful  virtues  of  Perkins's  metallic  tractors.  But 
Perkins's  tractors  live  only  in  the  records  of  imposture 
— a  monument  of  the  facility  with  which  men  impose 
on  themselves  and  others.  Nor  will  it  be  long  before 
many  "  triumphant"  arts  and  sciences  will  be  laid  in  the 
same  oblivion  with  them.  Others  will  take  their  places, 
for  men  love  to  be  deceived. 

Spiritual  rappings  are  now  at  a  discount,  at  least 
among  the  better  portion  of  the  community.  They 
challenged  the  investigation  of  scientific  men,  and  it  was 
given.  But  any  juggler  can  perform  feats  that  Pro- 
fessor X.  cannot  explain,  and  yet  they  shall  be  mere 
tricks.  But  if  the  learned  professor  give  his  attention 
to  them,  and  profess  himself  in  doubt  as  to  their  nature, 
it  is  all  one  with  the  mass  as  if  he  declared  them  super- 
natural, and  they  will  be  deluded  on  the  strength  of  his 
doubt.    The  fact  that  Professor  A.,  and  Rev.  Dr.  B., 


and  Dr.  C,  attended  the  "  spirituul  performances"  and 
could  not  at  once  see  through  them,  was  the  cause  of 
many  being  deluded.  Had  they  waited  a  little  they 
would  have  seen  it  to  be  a  trick,  as  it  has  developed 
itself  to  be,  nor  would  the  multitude  have  been  deluded 
by  their  means.  Certain  forms  of  imposture  clamoi 
loudly  for  scientific  investigation.  It  serves  to  draw 
attention,  and  render  it  famous,  and  though  it  may  be 
shown  an  imposture,  it  will  have  gained  its  object. 
Scientific  investigation  has  advertised  it,  and  the  multi- 
;  tilde  have  been  imposed  upon.  It  is  not  the  duty  of 
scientific  men  to  investigate  every  new  wonder,  as  soon 
as  it  is  born.  It  is  their  duty  to  wait  till  time  has  f;iirly 
shown  it  to  be  a  well-begotten  wonder.  "  Spiritual 
rappings  "  are  now  well  understood.  No  spirit  need  be 
concerned  in  them,  but  that  of  the  operator  anfl  a  few 
associates  in  the  flesh.  But  the  "  spirits  "  cannot  yet 
be  dismissed.  Now  they  "  drive  the  grey  goose  quill," 
and  instead  of  giving  oracular  responses,  from  the  dead, 
who  yet  dwell  in  flesh,  execute  autographs  and  give 
responses  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  operator. 

We  have  now  "  spiritual  communications  "  without 
any  aid  of  spirits.  But  this  theory  is  hardly  worth  a 
long  article,  were  it  not  for  embodying  certain  princi- 
ples which  we  think  questionable,  and  for  its  influence 
on  a  certain  class  of  men. 

We  agree  with  Dr.  Taylor  in  his  estimate  of  mes- 
merism, biology,  psychology,  &c.  and  would  place 
"  spiritual  performances  "  in  the  same  category.  Spi- 
ritual writing  is  evidently  an  off-shoot  of  "  spiritnal 
rappings."  But  this  root  has  been  already  dug  out  of 
the  ground,  and  though  like  the  up  rooted  elm  in  early 
spring,  it  may  put  forth  buds,  and  even  develop  leaves, 
the  summer  will  cause  them  to  wither  and  die. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  men  to  be  deceived  by 
their  senses.  Men  of  intelligence  may  be  thus  deceived, 
and  instead  of  adding  importance  to  the  subject  on 
which  they  err,  only  show  the  weakness  of  human  na- 
ture. Still  less  uncommon  is  it  for  men  of  moderate 
mind  to  become  insane  on  some  predominant  hobby. 
Witness  the  delusion  of  Millerism.  Its  votaries  believed 
they  felt  and  saw  the  physical  signs  of  the  earth's  dis- 
solution. They  had  the  evidence  of  sense  to  themselves, 
but  this  imposed  no  obligation  on  men  to  investigate 
their  vagaries. 

Dr.  Taylor  takes  the  pen  in  hand,  and  it  begins  to 
write.  He  invokes  the  spirit  of  his  nephew,  and  the 
pen  writes  his  name.  Then  he  thinks  of  the  initials  of 
his  name,  and  the  pen  writes  these.  All  this,  says  Dr. 
Taylor,  was  involuntary.  Here  we  should  demur. 
Many  a  man  has  deceived  himself  respecting  his  voli- 
tions. These  were  written,  he  says,  in  a  hand  which 
he  never  should  have  used,  and  which  he  thinks  was 
the  hand  of  his  nephew.  He  omitted  an  important  step 
in  his  experiment,  viz.  the  proof  by  comparison  that  it 
was  so. 

"  What  is  peculiarly  worthy  of  remark,"  says  Dr.  T. 
"is,  that  the  moving  power  in  making  an  0  throws 
round  convulsively  oftentimes  twice,  always  twice  if  you 
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wish  it."  But  the  movement  of  the  hand  involuntarily,  \ 
yet  always  in  accordance  with  a  wish,  is  remarkable. 
This  is. much  like  spiritual  communications  without  a 
spirit.  Thus  we  have  a  voluntary  act  involuntarily 
performed  !  So,  too,  he  "  could  not  make  "  his  hand 
write  "  Mormon."  Make  his  hand  perform  an  involun- 
tary act!  He  "  could  make  it  write  anything  he  pleased!" 
He  invoked  the  spirit  of  his  father-in-law,  and  he,  i.  e. 
the  spirit,  which  by  the  way  is  no  spirit  at  all,  only  de- 
tached "vitalized  electricity,"  informs  him  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  is  the  best.  But  he  says  the 
hand  writes  what  is  in  the  mind  of  the  operater.  Dr. 
T.  is,  if  we  mistake  not,  a  member  of  the  Protestant 
Church.  Either,  then,  the  hand  fails  to  tell  what  is  in 
his  mind,  or  he  is  recreant  to  his  faith.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
spirit  cpuld  of  course  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  So, 
loo,  he  lets  his  pen  fall  back  on  the  t's  if  this  is  to  be 
relied  on.  But  he  lets  the  pen  make  so  many  involun- 
tary movements,  that  we  suspect  it  moved  in  this  case 
in  accordauce  with  the  wish  evidently  in  his  mind. 

So  much  for  his  facts.  Now  for  his  "theory."  This 
is  truly  given  in  the  rough,  and  we  think  the  author 
may  well  invoke  some  scientific  man  to  smooth  it. 
Electricity,  from  its  intangible  nature,  has  always  been 
a  source  of  "deception.  Perhaps  it  is  so  yet.  Dr.  T. 
thinks  it  "detached  vitalized  electricity  "  which  performs 
these  wonders.  His  reasons  are — 1st,  that  the  pen, 
when  held  loosely  in  his  hand,  began  to  dip  and  twirl 
like  a  horse-shoe  magnet ;  and  2d,  that  the  pen  said 
"  yes  "  when  he  asked  if  it  was  that.  When  holding 
the  pen  loosely  in  the  hand,  it  might  well  make  certain 
motions  which  he  could  imagine  resembled  the  move- 
ment of  the  magnet,  In  the  next  place,  the  pen  writes 
what  is  in  his  mind.  He  says  it  is  "  detached  vitalized 
electricity,"  and  the  pen  writes  it,  and  so  it  is. 

Dr.  T.  evidently  assumes  the  identity  of  the  nervous 
influence  and  electricity,  to  which  no  physiologist  would 
assent.  This  same  transmitted  influence  he  says  is  the 
mind.  "  But  the  term  '  mind'  is  only  a  name  for  that 
certain  something  which  passes,  in  a  continuous  current, 
from  the  brain  to  the  hand  and  makes  it  write."  We 
had  supposed  the  mind  was  an  entity,  a  being;  but  Dr. 
Taylor  makes  it  electricity,  a  dependent  on  matter,  if  not 
matter  itself.  This  has  been  the  dogma  of  certain  dis- 
believers in  man's  moral  nature  and  future  existence,  but 
should  not  be  of  those  who  believe  in  them. 

But  there  is  another  consequence  of  Dr.  T.'s  theory, 
which  may  be  of  some  advantage  to  our  legal  friends, 
and  some  of  their  clients.  If  the  "  vitalized  electricity  " 
of  another  person  may  become  detached  and  settle  on 
my  hand,  and  make  me  write,  then  it  may  also  make 
me  do  anything  else.  Tims  my  hand  may,  under  the 
influence  of  another's  "electricity,"  commit  murder,  and 
I  be  hung  for  another's  crime.  As  the  plea  of  insanity 
is  getting  rather  stale,  we  would  commend  this  to  the 
notice  of  our  legal  friends.  ! 

Again,  the  respectable  men,  to  whom  Dr.  T.  refers, 
consider  this  the  world  of  spirits.  He  pronounces  this 
delusion,  but  still  claims  an  investigation  on  their  ac-k 


count.  He  acknowledges  that  a  belief  in  its  being  the 
work  of  spirits  contributes  greatly  to  the  suceess  of  the 
experiment.  It  does  so  by  fixing  the  mind  on  the 
writing  more  strongly.  But  the  mind,  fixed  strongly  on 
one  thing  is  but  poorly  fitted  to  observe  its  own  opera- 
tions. Dr.  Taylor,  intent  on  the  writing,  forgets  that  he 
willed  the  hand  to  write.  The  pen,  he  says,  moved  in 
accordance  with  his  wish,  which  is  certainly  an  anomaly 
in  involuntary  action. 

Dr.  T.  and  his  friends  are  not  the  first  who  have 
deceived  themselves  in  this  way,  we  suspect.  The 
famous  feat  of  his  Satanic  Majesty,  in  the  time  of  our 
fathers,  with  the  Bible  and  key,  was  of  the  same  nature. 
So,  too,  the  "  divining  rod,"  by  which  many  a  good  man 
pointed  out  his  beds  of  ore  and  hidden  springs,  operated 
on  the  same  plan.  Intent  on  the  movement,  they  did 
not  perceive  the  volition  in  consequence  of  which  it 
moved.  This  power  is  nothing  new.  Dr.  Taylor  and 
his  friends  can  deceive  themselves  just  as  well  as  our 
fathers  could. 

Finally,  we  say  with  him,  "  If  it  rains,  we  will  let  it 
rain ;"  but  we  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  rain,  or  only 
water  thrown  from  a  pint  cup  !  S.  S. 

Stafford  Spa,  Ct.  March,  1852. 


Etherization  in  Parturition  Nineteen  Years  Ago. 

Dr.  Walter  Channing  reports  in  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  for  March  10th,  1852,  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  details  on  this  point.  Dr.  Channing 
was  recently  attending  a  case,  in  which  he  administered 
ether  with  "  excellent  effects."  In  his  visit  following 
the  delivery,  he  asked  his  patient  "how many  times  she 
had  used  ether.  She  named  them,  and  added  that  there 
was  one  other  time  in  which  she  used  it  with  great  ad- 
vantage. *  I  asked  when.  Nineteen  years  ago,  she  said, 
she  gave  birth  to  her  eldest  son.  Her  labor  lasted 
more  than  a  fortnight.  In  the  absence  of  her  physi- 
cian, her  husband  tried  to  find  something  which  had 
given  some  relief  in  her  former  and  first  labor.  He 
failed  ;  but  being  engaged  in  preparing  a  chemical  lec- 
ture, and  making  experiments  with  sulphuric  ether,  he 
thought  he  would  try  that.  It  was  wiped  freely  over 
her  face,  and  forehead,  and  breathed.  To  his  surprise 
all  her  distress  passed  away — the  spasmodic  twitchings 
disappeared — violent  voluntary  effort,  and  which  con- 
stituted so  much  of  her  misery  then,  and  has  in  all 
subsequent  labors,  ceased  to  annoy  her.  Her  physician 
arrived,  and  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  effects  of  the 
ether  that  it  was  employed  during  the  rest  of  the  labor. 
Her  labor  was  now  easy,  was  soon  completed,  and  a 
stout  living  boy  born.  Such  was  her  account  of  her 
first  use  of  sulphuric  ether  to  diminish  or  to  abolish 
pain." 


S3T  Several  communications  are  crowded  out,  but 
will  appear  in  our  next.  Among  them,  one  from  Dr. 
O'Reilly,  and  a  clinical  lecture  by  Professor  Carncchan. 
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r1.  Cj  |r|  A  ClH^cQl*8  yO  .  C  ,  M 
To  the  American  Medical  Association  are  reminded  that 
the  Annual  Convention  will  assemble  in  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond, Va.  on  Tuesday,  May  4tk,  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  It  is  very  important  that  they  should  be 
present,  if  possible,  at  the  organization,  which  will  re- 
quire that  their  arrangements  for  travel  be  made  accord- 
ingly. The  steamer  Roanoke,  which  leaves  New- York 
on  Saturday,  expects  to  reach  Richmond  on  Monday. 
But  those  who  prefer  the  land  route  have  need  to  leave 
Washington  on  Monday  morning,  if  they  would  be  in 
time. 


Advertising  Doctors. 

The  following  advertisement  has  appeared  for  some 
weeks  past  in  the  "  Sun,"  "  Herald,"  and  other  news- 
papers. It  is  inserted  here  at  the  instance  of  many  of 
our  subscribers  who  wish  to  see  how  things  are  done  in 
New- York.  It  will  serve  to  show,  that  the  time  has 
come,  when  longer  silence  would  be  treason  to  the  pro- 
fession : 

"  PROFESSOR  VALENTINE  MOTT 
Will  give  advice  free  of  charge  to  the  poor,  and  perform 
all  necessary  operations,  on  every  Tuesday,  at  the  Uni- 
versity Medical  College  in  14th-street,  from  half-past 
one  to  half-past  four  o'clock,  P.  M." 

Our  position  is  that  this  is  a  flagrant  violation  of  the 
Code  of  Ethics,  and  that  if  impunity  be  extended  there- 
for to  any  Professor,  every  physician  in  the  city  may 
follow  the  example,  whom  self-respect  does  not  restrain, 
and  the  Code  becomes  a  farce. 

Ntto  J^uiiUcattons. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
during  its  annual  session,  at  Albany,  February  3,  1852.  Print- 
ed by  order  of  the  Legislature. 

This  volume  contains  as  a  prefix  to  the  proceedings  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  the  accompanying  tabular  statistics  aud  reports,  a 
variety  of  communications  and  documents,  transmitted  to  the 
Society  by  their  authors,  or  by  the  County  societies.  Among 
these  we  observe  the  Annual  Address  of  Professor  Armsby,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Albany  County  Medical  Society,  on  the  subject  of 
Hospitals,  of  which  we  have  heretofore  spoken.  The  Report  of 
Professor  Hooker  to  the  National  Association,  on  Medical  Educa- 
tion, is  also  honored  with  a  place  by  order  of  the  State  Society. 
Dr.  Peter  Van  Buren's  report  on  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institutions  will 
be  found  highly  interesting  and  valuable.  Dr.  Goodrich  of  Brook- 
lyn, communicates  a  well-written  biographical  sketch  of  the  late 
Dr.  James  R.  Mauley,  and  also  a  paper  on  the  Vital  Statistics  of 
Brooklyn.  Dr.  Reid,  of  Rochester,  has  furnished  an  elaborate 
paper  ou  Dislocation  of  the  Femur,  aud  its  reduction  by  physio- 
logical power  under  the  manipulations  of  the  surgeon,  which  pos- 
sesses higher  merit  than  has  hitherto  been  awarded  him.  Several 
other  papers  deserve  notice,  aud  are  highly  creditable  to  their 
authors,  but  we  must  refer  to  the  documeut  which  by  the  liberality 
of  the  Legislature,  will  he  widely  circulated, 

RECEIPTS,  not  otherwise  acknowledged. 

Ore.  Beames,  S.  P.  White,  Henry,  Dickson,  Loomit,  2 ;  Van  Rensellaer, 
Dewing,  Brown,  Berger,  Tuttle,  Ta)lor,  Foster,  McClellan,  Hart, 
Ajjdrews,  Green,  O'KeiUy,  2 ,  Skigut,  Mn'uert,  traveling,  Faroe*. 


SMITH  S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY 

PART  3rd. 


Lippincott,  OS-rambo  dL  Co. 

NO.  14  NORTH  FOURTH-STREET,  PHILADELPHIA, 

Have  just  published  a  "  System  of  Operative  Surgery,  based  upon  the 
j  practice  of  Surgeons  in  the  United  States,"  by  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D., 
|  assistant  lecturer  on  Demonstrative  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
i  sylvania.   Illustrated  with  highly  finished  steel  engravings. 

PARTS  1,  2,  3  now  ready, 
i      *  The  beauty  and  extent  of  the  Illustrations  would  amply  suffice  to  com- 
i  mand  attention,  and  place  this  book  in  the  front  rank  of  standard  publica- 
j   tions.   But  its  character  as  an  essentially  American  work,  built,  as  its  e 
pages  imports,  upon  a  strictly  national  foundation  must  secure  for  it  a 
|  general  welcome.    The  Bibliographical  index  is  a  treasure  in  itself,  and  a 
monument  of  the  compilers  industry  which  must  win  for  him  the  esteem 
of  every  medical  inquirer." — Medical  Examiner,  Jan.  1852. 
I      "It  is  a  book  alike  creditable  to  the  author  and  the  country." — Boston 
j  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Dec.  1S51. 

I   

CHLOROFORM. 

PURE. 

Much  of  the  Chloroform  of  Commerce  being  very  impure,  and  its  uso 
having  in  some  cases  been  attended  with  unpleasant  consequences,  we 
have  been  repeatedly  urged  to  make  some,  at  our  Laboratory,  of  a 
quality  superior  to  that  generally  for  saje  in  this  market.  IVe  would 
therefore  inform  the  Medical  Profession  that  we  have  prepared  an  article , 
the  purity  of  which  can  be  implicitly  relied  on. 

NITRATE  OF  SILVER 

!  Can  also  be  obtained  of  us.  PERFECTLY  PURE,  either  in  stick*  or 
j   crystals,  manufactured  at  our  Laboratory.  . 

MORPHIXE. 

Our  Morphine  having  acquired  a  reputation  superior  to  any  other, 
i  those  who  have  occasion  to  use  the  article,  wUl  be  satisfied  of  its  excel 
lence  by  giving  it  a  trial. 

WE  ALSO  PREPARE  THE 

SYRUP  OF  IODIDE  OP  IRON, 

i   Now  so  highly  esteemed  as  a  remedy  in  Scrofulous  complaints.  These 
|   articles  (which  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  physicians  to  have  of 
reliable  quality.)  are,  with  our  other  preparations,  ottered  to  the  notice  of 
|   those  desiring 

PURE  DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS, 

AND 

SUPERIOR  EXTRACTS, 

or 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN",  HAIXES,  &  Co. 

Druggists  aud  Manufacturing  Chemists, 

107  Water-street,  Scw-York. 


K  O  U  S  S  O  , 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLUC  Sc.  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  the 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PURE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  561  Broadway,  250  4rh  Avenue,  and 
2  Park  Row. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Til  MMT  BISCUIT, 

OR 

THE  CONCENTRATED  EXTRACT  OF  BEEF, 
COMBINED  WITH  FLOUR, 
Invented   and  Manufactured  in  Texas, 
By  GAIL  BORDEN,  Jun. 

Seeurcd  by  Eatcnt  in  the  United  Stales  and  in  England. 

This  new  article,  forms  the  most  portable,  convenient 
and  useful  diet,  ever  offered  to  the  public.  The  "  Council 
IVEedal "  was  awarded  to  the  iuventer  at  the  Great  Ex- 
hibition in  London  ;  thus  showing  the  appreciation  there  had  of 
its  merits,  after  a  most  thorough  examination  by  the  distinguished 

Jury,  and  the  analysis  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  F.  R.  S. 

to  whose  report,  reference  may  be  made. 

Dr.  J.  IKE.  Bailey  United  States  special  Inspector  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  and  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Chilton  Chem- 
ist of  New- York,  have  also  attested  to  the  excellence  of  the  Meat 
Biscuit. 

The  Gold  Iftedal  of  the  American  Institute,  has 

also  been  awarded  "  for  this  new  and  valuable  article,"  as  well  as 
for  "  Pure  Beef  Lard  "  produced  in  its  manufacture.  The 
Meat  Biscuit  is  eminently  adapted 

For  Travellers  by  sea  and  land. 

For  the  Marine  Service  generally.  The  health  of 

seamen  would  be  preserved,  and  their  comfort  increased  by  the 
use  of  it.  Having  the  quality  of  meat  fresh  from  the  slaughter, 
it  would  doubtless  prove  anti-scorbutic  ;  and  with  the  sailors'  salt 
provision,  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

For  Dispeptics,  Invalids  and  Convalescents, 

it  is  peculiarly  suitable,  from  its  easy  digestibility,  and  highly  nu- 
tritious properties.  It  is  entirely  free  from  fat,  salt  or  other  con- 
diment, or  antiseptic  whatever. 

For  Family  Use,  and  in  all  circumstances  where  fresh 
meat  is  wanted,  the  Meat  Biscuit  will  be  found  most  useful  and 
economical. 

It  can  be  readily  prepared  for  use  as  a  Soup,  Pudding,  Sauce 
and  Mince  Pie.  One  pound  contains  the  nutriment  or  essence 
of  five  pounds  of  the  best  fresh  beef.  One  Ounce  will  make  a 
pint  of  rich  nutritious  soup  ;  and  for  a  Mince  Pie  only  two  ounc- 
es, to  every  pound  of  fruit. 

The  Preservative  qualities  of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been 
tested,  both  by  sea  and  land,  for  more  than  twenty  months  past. 
It  has  been  carried  to  California  across  the  plains,  and  by  Cape 
Horn, — to  Canton  and  the  Arctic  seas,  and  back  again  ;  and  a 
canister  has  also  made  seven  consecutive  voyages  between  Gal- 
veston and  New-York,  all  remaining  in  a  perfectly  sound  state, 
as  when  first  manufactured. 

Numerous  and  high  testimonials  of  the  value  and  excellence 
of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been  received  by  the  inventor.  Lo- 
renzo Sherwood,  Esq.  formerly  of  New- York,  now  resident  at  Gal- 
veston, the  place  of  manufacture,  testifies  "to  the  great  care  and 
cleanliness  observed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Meat  Biscuit." 
He  says,  "  I  can  give  the  assurance  that  greater  cleanliness  could 
not  possibly  be  observed,  while  only  the  best  quality  of  beef  and 
flour  that  can  be  obtained,  is  made  use  of." 

Sold  by 

J.  H.  Brower  &Co.  Sole  agents  in  New- York,  45  South  St. 
where  the  Inventor  may  be  addressed. 
Also  Sold  by 
Wade  &  Osborne,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hamlin  &  Perkins,  New  Bedford  Centre-st. 
Peirce  &  Bacon,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wm.  Bollaert,  Loudon,  2  St,  Peters  Alley,  Corabill. 


A.  B.  &,   D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM- STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW-YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware,  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 
Roots, 

€111111  €§B«LI¥1S  GIL, 

ogetherwith  every  Article  comprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  ora  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

IMXffi  OF  OPIUM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drug 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
uuon  which  its  bad  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  $leep  and  composure  ,- 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  stud  mind; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  tfC  tfc. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  Us  opera- 
on  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headach, 

flor  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  general  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  olhei-Opiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

I,  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  ami  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  w  hile  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  ill  an  artificial  stale  of 
combination  too.  produce  all  the  characteristic  effects  of  so  triumphant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  its  other  valuable  principles  are  excluded. 

9.  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  morecbnrar-teiistic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  And  ss  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeterinra'.e  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine  ;  anil  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latter  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  be 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  iis  preparations  arc  administered, 
with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  all  their  saluiary  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  tho  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7,  1846. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  iny  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  ed  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  beer,  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  10  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  n»  substitute  for  it  ill  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  either  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  lo  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
slate  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  hours 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  w  ith  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes  ;  but  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  1  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeling 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effei  t,  so  that  as  an  ami-  emetic  it  is  invaln- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  in  use  for  particular  conditions.      Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.  D. 

1CT  NOTICE.— A.  B.  &  D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun-, 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  1.-41,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during  lhat 
period,  rcspcctfiiily  inform  dealers  and  consuineis  lhat  no  Elixir  of  Opium 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper,  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Wholesale  Druggists,  141  William-street,  corner  of 
Fulton,  New-York,  Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  pure  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  pondered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  and  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  medica.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  &c.  &c.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
&c.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instances  more  than  half)  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  fonnd  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  the  American  market 

It  seems  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  things.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New- York  Express  newspaper,  they  say  : 

"  The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im- 
posed upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  Tery  article 
in  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  $1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  80  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  sefi  for,  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  less  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apothecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  cheapness,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on,  and  that  is,  that  it  shall  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  pure  chemicals  is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  are  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
are  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

PURE  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  in  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
in  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDRO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS 

are  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vacuum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, and  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
in  common  use,  and  which  are  sufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 
riority 


Lupuline, 
Nux  Vomica, 
Pinkroot, 
Quassia, 
Rhubarb, 
Sarsaparilla,  i 

"  Compound, 
Para    "  Alcoholic, 
Hon.    "         "  0 
Stramonium. 

"  Seeds, 
English  Valerian, 
Dutch  " 


Among  them  are- 
Extract  of  Belladonna,  Extract  of  Hops, 
"  Butternut,  "  Jalap, 
"  Buchu, 
"  Bloodroot, 
"  Conium, 
"  "  Seeds, 
"  "  German, 
"  Chamomile, 
"  Colocynth,  Ordinary, 
"  "  Opt. 
"  Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 
"  "  Inspissated, 
"  Digitalis, 
"  Gentian,  Opt. 
"  "  Ordinary, 
"  Hyosciamus, 

It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plants,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  &c.  etc. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  Sec. 
all  the  active  tlierapeuiical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  we 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  &c.  &.c. ;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  various 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  where- 
ever  known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upou  the  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  the) 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  Schieffelin,  Haines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New-York. 


OUR  CHEMICAL  FACTORY 

(known  as  tub  bellemont  laboratory) 
is  under  the  direction  of 

Mb.  JOHN  H.  CURRIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Antimony  Tartrate,  Crystals, 
Pulv. 

Ammonia,  Aqua, 

"        Liquor  Fort 
Ammoniated  Alcohol, 

•«  "  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitras, 

'•       "  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
••      "  «•  Pure 

*'    Sulphas,  Pure, 
-  "  "  Lxsiccat, 

Iodide,  Arsenic, 
"  Lead, 
"        "  Crystals, 
"  Iron, 
"        "  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

"        "      "  Crystals, 
"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals 
mieals  of  commerce,  as  well 


I   Morphine,  Acetate, 

I    Granville's  Lotion, 

!    Oil  Copaiva, 

|    Oil  Cubebs, 

J   Collodidh,  1  oz.  viala, 

1   Precipitated  Chalk, 

Prussic  Acid, 

Potassa  Nitras,  Pure, 

Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 

Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 

Sulphuret  Potassa, 

Vallet's  Ferruginous  Mass, 

Zinci  Acetas, 

Zinci  Sulphas, 

Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Labarraque, 

Confection  Roses, 
Confection  Senna, 
Blue  Pill  Mass, 
Ung  Mercurial. 


differ  in  appearance  from  the  che- 
as  in  their  valuable  properties,  and 
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bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article  ; 
while  those  usually  sold  arc  in  the  powdered  state,  iu  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  au,d  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
^Jlue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rauk  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  iu  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 
gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  aud  gums  of  the  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  aud  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  true  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  iu  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
verizing Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejectiug  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  aud  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  iu  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
aud  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammony,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  iu 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  Medicines"  not  only- 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  unpowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  confidence  that 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  drut"-  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  from  being  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and  also  iu  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
ti  nt  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  the  "  Extra 
Mkbicineb"  of 

Philip  Schieflelin,  Haines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

In  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  we 
have  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  on 
our  own  premises.  ;j 


EXTRA  POWDERS. 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P. 
Pulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Alum, 

"  Allspice, 

•  Aloes,  Cape, 
"  "  Socot, 
"  Assafcetida, 

"  Antimony,  Ref.  Bit  Sulph. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

*  Aniseeds, 

"  Bayberry  Bark, 

"  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root, 

"  Bitter  Root, 

"  Black  Root, 

"  Borax, 

"  Buchu, 

"  Caraway  Seeds, 

"  Cantharides, 

•'  Cnnella  Alba, 

"  Cardamon,  (Seeds  only,) 

"  Cicuta, 

"  Cranesbill, 

"  Cloves, 

'  Cinnamon,  ordinary, 

-  Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  Columbo, 

"  Colchicum  Roo 

"  «  Seed, 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs, 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 

"  "     1  oz.  vials, 

"  Ext.  Colocynth,  C'd. 

"  "    Licorice,  Calab. 

"  .  Fcenugrek  Seed, 

"  Gentian  Root, 

"  Ginger,  Jamaica, 

"  Golden  Seal, 

"  Guuiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 

"  Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 


Mastich, 
Myrrh, 
Tragacanth, 
Hellebore,  white, 


Pulv.  Hyo 

"  Ipecac,  without  the  woody 

"  Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover's 

Powders,) 

"  Jalap, 

"  Kino.  True, 

•'  Lobelia, 
"       "  Seeds, 

"  Mandrake, 

"  Marsh  Rosemary, 

"  Mace, 

•'  Mczereon, 

*'  Nux  Vomica, 

"  Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 

"  Nutmegs, 

»  Nutiralls, 

"  Opium,  Turkey, 

"  Orange  Peel, 

"  Orris  Root, 

"  Pepper,  Cayenne,  Amer. 
«'        •'      Black,  1 

'•  Peruvian  Bark,  Loxa, 

'»  Red, 
"  "  Calieaya, 

"  Prickly  Ash  Bark, 

"  Pink  Root, 

"  Pleurisy  Root, 

"  Rhubarb,  Turkey, 
"         "       East  India, 

"  Rhatany  Root, 

"  Sarsaparilla,  Para, 

"  Sage, 

"  Summer  Savory, 

"  Sweet  Marjoram, 

"  Sabina, 

"  Senna,  Alex. 

"  Seneka  Root, 

"  Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 

"  "  Virgin, 

"  "  "    1  oz.  vials. 

*'  Snakeroot,  Virginia 

"  Squills, 

"  Sulphate  Copper, 

"        "  Iron, 

"        '«  Potass, 

"  UvaUrsi, 

"  Valerian,  English, 


Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  put  up  in  \i  and  Vi  pound  bottles,  at  10  cents  per  rc 


As  many  of  the  Gums,  etc.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, ' 
Aloes,  Assafcetida,  etc.  Sec.  they  are  very  liable  to  run  together  and  become 
solid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  Irith  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  &c.  &c.  Some  roots  that 
nrfe  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  &c.  &c.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powders  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  sll  foreign', 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  sclid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  repines  them  With  others  that  4re 
freshly  powdered. 

The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  us  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
ouic  fhen  ordered  in  bulk. 

The  value  of  this  oil,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseases,  is  no  longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to  be  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medicine, 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— In  addition  to  the  Extra  Medicines,  We  also  keep  a 
large  and  well-assorted  stock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  other  Liquids  ice  obtain  from  the  most  reliable  scuroes,  and  are  sub- 
milted  to  every  known  test  for  impurities;  and  we  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
oj  Drugs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  such  that  we  can  offer  inducements 
to  dealers,  which  must  influence  all  who  not  only  like  to  hate  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  hate  goods  that  are  »7«ir  they  rUR- 
Port  to  be,  and  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES  Si  CO. 
Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists,  New-York. 
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NEW-YORK 

MEDICAL  COMJd. 

1852. 

EAST   THIRTEENTH  -  STREET. 

THE  SPRING  AND  SUMMER  COURSE  OF  LEC- 
TURES will  commence  on  Monday,  April  5th,  and  continue 
until  the  end  of  August. 

On  the  OPERATIVE  SURGERY  of  the  Male  and  Female 
Pelvis,  including  also  Syphilis  and  the  diseases  of  the  genito- 
urinary organs,  by 

J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.  D. 
On  Toxicology  with  practical  illustrations,  by 

R.  O.  DOREMUS,  M*  D. 
On  the  Organic  Diseases  of  Females,  by 

B.  F.  BARKER,  M.  D. 

.Medical  Clinique  on  Monday,  by  Professor  Green. 
Medical  Clinique  on  Tuesday,  by  Professor  Barker. 
Surgical  Clinique  on  Thursday,  by  Professor  Camochan. 
General  and  Syphilitic  Clinique  at  the  Emigrants'  Hospital,  on 
Saturday,  by  Professor  Camochan. 

The  Dissecting  rooms,  with  abundance  of  materiel,  will  be 
open  until  the  first  of  May. 

Lectures  on  General  and  Microscopical  Anatomy,  with  de- 
monstrations by 

D.  S.  CON  ANT,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

R.  O.  DOREMUS, 

Secretary  of  the  Faculty. 
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This  Company  makes  every  insurance  appertaining  to  or  connected 
with  Life  Risks. 

Persons  insuring  on  the  mutual  principle,  for  three  successive  years, 
receive  four-fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  mutual  department,  and  four- 
fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  business  transacted  on  the  joint-stock 
principle. 

Tables  are  framed  for  Insurances  in  different  forms,  Annuities  and 
Endowments,  so  as  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  all. 

DIRECTORS. 
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WILLIAM  B.  BOLLES, 
JACOB  HARSEN, 
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Residence  Sfl  Ninth-street 
At  the  offic<:  •  ■  vno  Company  daily,  from  1  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

i;  P  CAMMANN,  M.  D.  Consulting  Physician. 
L'DGA  It  S.  VAN  WINKLE,  Counsel. 
Prospectuses  cuntaiiiiu-j  very  rull  tables,  forms  of  proposals^and  every 
other  information  wiii  oe  forwarded  on  apphcal 
Company,  No.  27  WALL-SI 
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KIERSTED'S 
B  R  E  AST  OINTMENT. 

The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  Medicine, 
throughout  the  United  [States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  of 
AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OR  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR  |  § 
FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,    BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 

&C  &.C. 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 
or  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  Ail  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  U  L  C  E  R  S,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices?  and  .sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address. 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  532  Broadway, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New- York.) 

COX.LAMORE  HOUSE. 

*»*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  Eeveral  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 
JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Courtst.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  N.  J 
R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristoum,  N.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Stamford,  Ct.  and 
S.  SAWYER,  134  Lakt-st.  Chicago,  III 


CHLOROFORM. 

PURE. 

Much  of  the  Chloroform  of  Commerce  being  very  impure,  and  its  uee 
having  in  some  cases  been  attended  with  unpleasant  consequences,  we 
have  been  repeatedly  urged  to  make  some,  at  our  Laboratory,  of  a 
quality  superior  to  that  generally  for  sale  in  this  market  We  would 
therefore  inform  the  Medical  Profession  that  we  have  prepared  an  article, 
the  purity  of  which  can  be  implicitly  relied  on. 

NITRATE  OF  SILVER 

Can  also  be  obtained  of  us,  PERFECTLY  PURE,  either  in  sticks  or 
crystals,  manufactured  at  our  Laboratory.         ^        -  - 

MORPHINE. 

Our  Morphine  having  acquired  a  reputation  superior  to  any  other, 
those  who  have  occasion  to  use  the  article,  will  be  satisfied  of  its  excel 
lence  by  giving  it  a  trial. 

WE  ALSO  PREPARE  THE 

SYRUP  OF  IODIDE  OP  IRON, 

Now  so  highly  esteemed  as  a  remedy  in  Scrofulous  complaints.  These 
articles  (which  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  physicians  to  have  of 
reliable  quality,)  are,  with  our  other  preparations,  otfered  to  the  notice  of 
those  desiring 

PURE  DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS, 
SVFZSRZOR  EXTRACTS, 

OF 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES,  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists, 

107  Water-street.  IVew-Tork- 


WITHOUT   SMELL  OK  TASTE. 

Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  haa 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  eubmitteel  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  the  beans  in  its  higheststatc  of  per- 
fection. Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior" whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea 
sant  to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
pearance, it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
veral of  the  new  and  valuable  remedies  recently  announced  of  which  we 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz. : — The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm ;  Hydroferro  Cyanate  of  Potash  and  Urea ;  the  new  Febrifuge  j 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  Iron, &c.  &c. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business. 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 


SMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY 

PART  3rd. 

Lippincott,  G-rambo  &  Co.  " 

NO.  14  NORTH  FOURTH-STREET.  PHILADELPHIA, 
Have  just  published  a  "  System  of  Operative  Surgery,  based  upon  the 
practice  of  Surgeons  in  the  United  States,"  by  Henry  H  Smith,  M.  D., 
assistant  lecturer  on  Demonstrative  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania.  Illustrated  with  highly  finished  steel  engravings.; 

PARTS  1,  2,  3  now  ready. 

"  The  beauty  and  extent  of  the  Illustrations  would  amply  suffice  to  com- 
mand attention,  and  place  this  book  in  the  front  rank  of  standard  publica- 
tions. But  its  character  as  an  essentially  American  work,  built,  as  its  title 
pages  imports,  upon  a  strictly  national  foundation  must  secure  for  it  a 
general  welcome.  The  Bibliographical  index  is  a  treasure  in  itself,  and  a 
monument  of  the  compilers  industry  which  must  win  for  him  the  esteem 
of  every  medical  inquirer."— 'Medical  Examiner,  Jan.  1852. 

"It  is  a  book  alike  creditable  to  the  author^and  the  country." — Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Dec.  1851. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PALMER'S  PATENT  ARTIFICIAL  LEGS, 

MANUFACTURED  AT 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.  (No.  5  BURTS  BLOCK,) 

BY 

MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO. 

(B.  F.  PAtMER,  A.  S.  CURRIER,  A>"D  E.  D.  HUDSON,  M.  D.) 

Received  the  award  of  the  Prize  Medal  of  the  great  Industrial 
Exhibition  of  all  Nations,  in  London,  as  recommended  by  the 
Judges)  those  eminent  and  world-renowned  Surgeons,  Sir  W  m. 
Lawrence  and  Mr.  Philip,  of  London,  and  M.  Roux  and  Lal- 
lemand  of  Paris,  »  as  being  the  best  artificial  leg  ever  invented ; 
an  American  triumph  over  thirty  different  kinds  of  artificial  lunbs 
on  exhibition  from  the  best  artists  in  London,  Pans,  and  various 
other  parts  of  Europe.  ,-. .  /  c 

By  the  recommend  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  as  "  Judges "  the  following  awards  have  been 
made  to  this  specimen  of  art  and  surgical  apparatus,  as  the  best 
in  this  country  ;  (to  wit,)  "  For  the  best  artificial  limbs. 

American  Institute,  New-York:  awarded,  Silver  Medal, 
1846:  Gold  Medal,  1847:  Gold  Medal,  1850:  and  renewal  pre- 
mium, 1651. 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia  ;  Scott's  Legacy  Medal 
and  Premium,  8200  ;  and  Silver  Medal,  «  first  premium  1849  ; 
"first  premium  renewed,"  1850. 

Mass.  M.  C.  M.  Association,  Boston:  "first  premium" 
Silver  Medal,  1849,  "  first  premium  renewed,  1850. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore;  first  premium,  1848:  Gold 
Medal,  1850. 

New-York  State  Agricultural  Society,  Albany  ;  Silver 
Medal,  1849:  ditto  and  Diploma,  1850:  Gold  Medal,  1851,  for 
having  received  the  Prize  Medal,  atjhe  Great  Exhibition  of  all 
Nations,  in  Loudon. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous  opinious  given  by 
distinguished  Surgeons  in  this  country  and  in  Loudon  concerning 
this  apparatus,  to  wit : 

"  I  have  examined  carefully,  the  Artificial  Leg,  invented  by 
Mr.  B.  Frank.  Palmer.  Its  construction  is  simple,  and  its  execu- 
tion is  beautiful;  and,  what  is  most  important,  those  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for  the  natural  limb,  and  the 
good  fortune  to  possess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility.  Valentine  Mott, 
Professor  of  Surgery,  New- York  University. 

New-York,  JanMSth,  1851." 

"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.  in  use,  and  consider  them  superior  to  any 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  W.  Parker,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery,  New- York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
New-York,  Jan.  28IA,  1851." 

"  The  undersigued  having  witnessed  the  successful  use  of  the 
Artificial  Leg  manufactured  by  Palmer  &  Co.  Springfield,  gladly 
recommend  them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  the 
lower  extremity,  as  an  ingenious  mechanism,  which  nutate*  in 
shape  and  motion  the  living  member  much  more  successfully  than 
would  seem  possible. 

John  C.  Warren,  J-  Mason  Warren, 

Geo.  Hayward,  D.  Humphrey  Storer, 


Jacob  Bigelow, 


S.  D.  Townsend, 


Surgeons  and  Physicia 
Boston,  June  12lA,  1849° 


Mass.  General  Hospital. 


•'  I  have  examined  with  great  care.the  Artificial  Leg  invented 
by  Mr  B.  F.  Palmer  and  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  ■  the 
strongest  terms. 

«  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients,  and  with  entire 
MtUfartion  Tllos-  D-  Mutter,  M.  D. 

sat    ac  Profe8eor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  Medical  College. 

Philadelphia,  March  Zltk,  1850." 
"I  have  examined  carefully  the  Artificial  Leg  invented  by 
Mr  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a  very  favorable  opiniou  of  its  con- 
struction.   I  have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and  have 
suppose  it  answers  their  expectations. 

rr  W.  Gibson,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery,  University  Penn. 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  23d,  1S5L"   


"  4  Berkley-street,  Berkley-square,  London,  Sept.  30rA,  1851. 
"  D.  F.  Palmer,  Esq. 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  consider  your  Patent 
Artificial  Leg  to  be  the  best  invention  I  have  yet  seen  ;  the  most 
useful,  aud  the  least  distinguished  from  the  natural  limb. 

"Iam  sir,  your  very  obt.  servant,  J 
"  G.  J.  Guthrie, 
"  Late  President,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons." 

"  I  should  prefer  to  say  an  Englishman  makes  the  best  leg, 
but  I  must  say  an  American  has,  and  I  go  for  the  best. 

"  Mr.  Sket, 

"  Surgeon  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and  Dean  of  Anatomy." 


S  O  JT  S  S  O  , 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  the 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PURE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  6ale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broadway,  250  4th  Avenue,  and 
■2  Park  Row. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


THEOEY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  PHYSIC. 

BY  JOHN   BELL,   M.  D. 
Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics ;  Member  of  the  College  of 
Physicians,  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 

etc.  etc. ;  and 
OTU'ar  J':   2  ■  I  WILLIAM  -STOKES,  M.  D.  . 
Lecturer  of  the  Medical  School,  Park-street,  Dublin ;  Physician  to  the 
Meath  County  Hospital,  etc.  etc. 
Fourth  Edition,  much  enlarged  and  improved,  2  vols.  8vo.  sheep. 
"  It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  of  the  character  of  this  work,  as  it  is  one 
with  which  the  medical  profession  of  this  country  are  sufficiently  acquaint- 
ed.   The  present  is  the  Fourth  Edition,  which  has  been  carefully  revised, 
and  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  new  and  useful  matter." 

Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 

THE  DIAGNOSIsTmtS^  OF 
DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 

BY  W.  W.  GERHARD,  M.  D. 
Lecturer  on  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  etc. 

1  vol.  8vo.  sheep.    Third  edition. 
"  We  would  say,  by  all  means  study  this  volume."— Buffalo  Med.  Jour. 
' "  Dr.  Gerhard  certainly  stands  at  the  head,  in  this  country,  of  those 
who  have  devoted  their  attention  to  aflections  of  the  chest." 

S.  Journal  Med.  Pharm. 
"  This  is  the  best  refutation  of  the  charges  which  are  constantly  made 
against  physical  exploration  in  medicine,  by  those  who  appear  to  imagine 
that  science  can  never  advance  beyond  the  point  at  which  they  ceased  to 
learn." — American  Journal  Medical  Sciences. 

A  TREATISE  OnIpOISONS 

IN  RELATION  TO  MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE,  PHYSIOLOGY, 
AND  THE  PRACTICE  OF  PHYSIC. 
By  Robert  Christison,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  E.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  etc. 
"  Wherever  Toxicology  is  known  as  a  science,  Profjjsor  Christisou's 
Treatise  is  received  as  an  authority  of  the  greatest  weight  "—Lancet 

"The  First  American,  from  the  Fourth  Edinburgh 'edition  of  this 
unsurpassed  work  has  appeared.  The  American  profession  will  have 
within  their  reach  the  ablest  treatise  in  the  language  on  the  subject  of 
poisons." — Western  Jz'^rnai. 

mi1ToY~sTrcerY'; 


HINTS  ON  •  THE  EVERY-DAY  DUTIES  OF  THE  SURGEON, 
By  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D.  Assistant  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.    Third  edition,  with  numerous  additions, 
Illustrated  by  247  engravings. 

"  This  beautiful  little  work  has  been  compiled  with  a  view  to  the  wants 
of  the  profession  in  the  matter  of  Bandaging,  etc.  and  well  and  ably  has  the 
author  performed  his  labors.  Well  adapted  to  give  the  requisite  infor- 
mation on  the  subjects  of  which  it  treats."— Medical  Examiner. 

'  The  directions  are  plain,  and  Illustrated  throughout  with  clear 


l  most  excellent  book."— Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 
"  One  of  the  best  works  they  can  consult  on  the  subje 
it  treats." — South  Jour.  Med.  and  Pharm. 


of  which 


MANUAL    OF  EXAMINATIONS 

Upon  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Surgery,  Practice  of  Medicine,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica,  Obstetrics,  etc.  to  which  is  added  a  Medical  Formulary 
comprising  nearly  500  of  the  most  recent  and  approved  Proscriptions,  de- 
signed for  the  Use  of  Students  of  Medicine  throughout  the  United  States. 
By  J.vL.  Ludlow,  M.  D.  Second  Edition,  revised  anil  enlarged.  1  vol.  12mo. 

"We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  Dr.  Ludlow's  Manual  is  de- 
cidedly the  best,  both  in  relation  to  comprehensiveness  and  genera^ac- 
curacy,  that  has  yet  been  published  in  this  country." — Western  Lancet. " 


ELEMENTS  OF   PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY. 

BY  PROFESSOR  SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Louisville  Medical  Institute,  Ky.  late  Pro- 
fessor of  General  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathological  Anatomy  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Cincinnati  College. 

Illustrated  by  50  Colored  Plate  Figures  and  250  Engravings  on  Wood,  by 
the  first  artists. 
One  super-royal  8vo.  vol.  extra  sheep. 
"  We  regard  it  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  works  ever  issued  from  the 
American  press,  and  it  does  great  honor  alike  to  the  author  and  the 
country  of  his  birth." — jSexc-York  Jour,  of  Med. 

"  We  have  spoken  in  Wgh  terms  of  it  because  it  possesses  real  and 
desirable  excellencies." — Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner. 

NEILL'S  OUTLINES 

OP  THE 

ARTERIES,    NERVES,    VEINS    AND  LYMPHATICS. 

"  This  work  is  from  the  pen  of  a  Philadelphia  anatomist,  whose  familiar 
knowledge  of  the  subject  has  been  aided  by  the  press,  the  result  of  which 
is  a  volume  of  great  beauty  and  excellence.  Its  fine  execution  com- 
mends it  to  the  student  of  Anatomy.  It  requires  no  other  recommen- 
dations."—  West.  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 

"  The  delineations  are  good,  and  the  plan  pursued  by  the  author,  of 
placing  the  names  upon  the  arterial  trunks,  economises  the  time  of  the 
student.  tp 

"  It  will  be  found  to  fulfil  well  the  object  for  which  it  was  published." 

South  Jour.  Med.  and  Pharm. 

*i*  The  three  works  pan  be  had  bound  together  in  one  volume  or 
separately. 

DIETETIC  AND  MEDICAL  HYDROLOGY. 
A  TREATISE   ON  BATHS, 


COLD,  SEA,  WARM,  HOT,   VAPOR,  GAS  AND  MUD  BATHS; 
ALSO,  ON  THE 

Watery  Regimen,  Hydropathy,  and  Pulmonary  Inhalation, 

With  a  Description  of  Bathing  in  Ancient  and  Modern  Times. 
BY  JOHN  BELL,  M  D. 
From  the  British  and  Foreign  Medico-Chirurgicnl  Review  of  April,  1851. 

"  The  work  by  Dr.  Bell  is  the  most  complete  monograph,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  on  the  subject,  that  has  ever  issued  from  the  press,  and 
should  find  a  place,  as  a  work  of  reference,  in  the  library  of  every 
practitioner.  It  is,  also,  we  think,  one  of  the  most  systematic  works  ever 
printed  in  the  United  States,  and  in  this  respect  contrasts  most  favorably 
with  the  greater  portion  of  Anglo-American  literature." 

Barrington  and  Haswell  also  publish  the  following  valuable  Medical  works,  recommended  by  many  of  the  profession: 
Hunter's  Complete  Works,  4  vols.  8vo.  Illustrated.  Andral's  Medical  Clinic,  3  vols.  Aran  on  Diseases  of  the  Heart.  Evanson 
and  Mauusell  on  Children.  Fox  and  Harris' Dental  Surgery,  beautifully  Illustrated.  Gooch  on  Women  aud  Children.  Goocli's 
Midwifery.  Graves  and  Gerhard's  System  of  Clinical  Medicine.  Latham  on  Auscultation  and  Diseases  of  the  Heart.  Puerperal 
Fever,  by  Drs.  Cordon,  Hay,  Armstrong,  Lee,  and  C.  D.  Meigs.  Ricord's  Lectures  on  Venereal  and  other  Diseases.  Stokes  on 
Disease  of  the  Chest.  Fordyce  on  Fever,  Second  American  Edition.  Tainpliu  on  Deformities,  Illustrated.  Thomson  and  Twining 
on  the  Liver  and  Biliary  Passages.  Underwood  on  Children,  with  Notes  by  Drs.  Merriman,  Marshall,  Hall,  and  John  Bell.  Cones' 
Lectures  on  Surgery,  containing  the  essential  points  on  his  celebrated  work  in  the  Venereal.  Burne  on  Habitual  Constipation. 
Coley  on  Diseases  of  Infants. 

We  are  continually  receiving  all  the  New  Medical  Publications  as  soon  as  issued  from  the  Press. 

Country  Physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  forward  their  orders  to  us.  The  charges  will  be  the  same  as  if  they  called 
personally,  and  will  be  as  promptly  attended  to.    Address,  BARRINGTON  AND  HASWELL, 

27  North  Sixth-st.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

This  being  a  Double  number,  our  next  issue  will  be 
on  the  loth  of  June. 

University  of  New-York. 

The  circular  of  the  Medical  faculty  of  this  school 
has  been  received,  "  addressed  to  the  friends  of  im- 
provement in  the  present  system  of  medical  education." 

As  we  claim  this  character,  it  was  natur.il  that  we 
should  scrutinize  this  document  to  ascertain  what  "  im- 
provement "  was  proposed  or  suggested  as  sufficiently 
important  to  call  forth  this  early  circular  from  one  of 
our  city  colleges.  And  we  confess  ourselves  unable  to 
discover  any  semblance  of  "  improvement "  in  the  inno- 
vations announced,  or  any  thing  else  which  can  be 
acceptable  or  useful,  either  to  the  profession,  the  stu- 
dents or  the  public. 

The  animus  of  this  circular  is  apparent  in  the  fol- 
lowing ad  captandum  flourish, 

"  There  is  a  powerful  auxiliary,  which,  if  it  will 
give  its  support  to  this  attempt,  can  confer  on  it  suc- 
cess; it  is  the  medical  pkofessiox.  To  you  we  appeal. 
Your  countenance  shown  to  this  measure  will  lead  to 
its  speedy  adoption  in  all  our  large  cities." 

Whether  the  "medical  profession"  can  find  any 
thing  in  the  "scheme"  meriting  their  "countenance" 
may  be  learned  from  the  developments  which  follow,  viz. 

"We  have  erected  one  of  the  most  commodious 
college  edifices  in  America ;  we  have  appointed  six  addi- 
tional professors;  and  have  spared  neither  pains  nor 
expense  to  afford  ample  occupation  for  those  students 
who  may  be  disposed  to  remain  here  d  '.ring  the  sum- 
mer:' 

Here  it  will  be  perceived  is  the  gist  of  the  plan, 


ANNUM. 


which  is  to  provide  for  a  summer  course  of  lectures  by 
a  corps  of  sub- professors,  for  the  few  students  out  of 
the  class  who  may  remain  in  the  city  during  the  year ; 
and  for  the  rest,  constituting  of  course  the  vast  majority, 
all  regulations  for  examination,  and  the  amount  of  fees 
are  left  untouched,  "so  that  if  you  are  so  disposed  you 
can  graduate  in  the  same  way,  and  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances as  heretofore !" 

Surely  this  is  "  improvement  "  with  a  vengeance, 
and  this  too  in  a  "circular"  declaiming  against  the 
"  great  disadvantage  of  an  intervening  vacation  of  eight 
months,  separating  two  sessions  of  four,"  and  pleading 
for  the  colleges  being  kept  open  for  the  year,  thus 
"assimilating  them  to  the  academical  departments," 
and  yet  limiting  their  advantages  to  the  few  "  who 
choose  to  attend."  Verily  this  is  an  "  accommodation 
line."  Students  may  remain  throughout  the  year  in 
attendance  upon  lectures  and  cliniques  if  they  choose ; — 
but  if  they  do  not  choose,  if  they  will  only  pay  the 
same  amount  of  fees,  they  may  take  "an  intervening 
vacation  of  eight  months,  separating  two  sessions  of 
four,"  and  yet  graduate  in  the  same  way !  and  under 
the  same  circumstances  !  as  heretofore  !  and  as  easily  as 
though  they  remained  through  the  summer. 

Now  the  identical  "  improvement  called  for  by  the 
friends  of  medical  education  is,  that  the  students  shall 
not  graduate  in  the  same  way  as  heretofore  !  or  under 
the  same  circumstances  !  and  the  requisition  of  such  is, 
that  there  shall  be  a  real,  not  a  mere  nominal  extension 
of  the  lecture  term,  and  this  left  to  the  "purely  volun- 
tary "  system  here  devised.  It  may  indeed  be  a  scheme 
calculated  to  aggrandize  the  Faculty,  by  rallying  super- 
ficial students,  seeking  a  diploma,  without  reference  to 
the  extent  and  solidity  of  their  acquirements.  But 
"  improvement "  it  is  not,  but  rather  as  we  shall  show, 
a  step  in  "  progress  backwards." 

But  there  is  another  very  ingenious  feature  in  this 
"  circular  "  and  scheme,  disclosed  ib  the  following  para- 
graph. 

TERMS   OF  ATTENDANCE. 

"Though  no  obligation  is  imposed  on  the  students  to 
extend  the  time  of  their  residence  in  the  city  beyond 
the  period  of  the  winter  session,  (those  who  have  com- 
plied with  the  regulations  of  the  University  being  per- 
mitted, if  they  desire  it,  to  be  candidates  for  graduation, 
as  heretofore,)  an  extended  system  of  instruction  will  be 
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continued  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  to  which  all 
students  of  the  University  who  have  attended  the  win- 
ter Lectures  will  be  admitted  free  of  charge.  Students 
who  have  not  attended  a  full  course  of  winter  Lectures, 
and  who  may  wish  to  enter  for  the  summer  course,  will 
be^received  on  the  payment  of  the  matriculation  fee 
and  $25  ;  and  should  they  afterwards  decide  on  becom- 
ing pupils  of  the  University  for  the  winter  course 
ensuing,  the  $30  thus  paid  will  be  credited  to  them  on 
taking  out  their  tickets  for  that  course." 

Again  we  ask  what  is  there  in  all  this  to  gain  the 
"countenance  of  the  medical  profession,"  or  to  justify 
the  "  appeal  to  the  friends  of  improvement  in  the  pre- 
sent system  of  medical  education."  It  provides  for 
eternizing  this  present  system  for  all  who  "  desire  it,' 
and  which  will  of  course  include  the  mass  of  the  stu- 
dents, as  experience  will  demonstrate.  And  it  only 
keeps  open  the  college  during  the  summer  as  a 
recruiting  office,  to  enlist  pupils  at  $30  a  head  for  the 
next  winter,  payable  in  advance,  and  forfeited  unless 
they  consent  to  have  it  "  credited  "  on  the  $115  for  the 
ensuing  winter  session,  by  becoming  permanent  pupils 
of  "the  University."  Among  mercenary  calculators, 
this  would  be  called  a  "  fair  business  transaction,"  but 
"  improvement  in  medical  education  "  it  demonstrably 

is  NOT. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  design  of  this  scheme  for 
"  improvement,"  let  us  look  at  its  practical  working,  and 
see  whether  it  can  ever  receive  the  "  countenance  of  the 
medical  profession."  What  is  the  primary  and  inevit- 
able result  of  this  scheme  but  to  annihilate  all  office 
instruction  by  private  preceptors  ?  All  history  and  all 
experience  proves,  what  every  physician  knows,  that  the 
lessons  taught  during  the  private  pupilage  of  the  stu- 
dent in  the  office  of  his  medical  preceptor,  are  of  far 
greater  practical  importance,  than  his  attendance  upon 
public  lectures.  On  this  subject  the  American  Medical 
Association  has  spoken  in  terms  not  be  misunderstood. 
And  yet  this  scheme  proposes,  and  this  "  circular  "  re-  ■ 
commends  that  students  should  "  continue  their  college 
course  without  any  recess,  the  college  undertaking  the 
task  to  supervise  his  studies,"  and  this  throughout  his 
entire  course,  thus  dispensing  altogether  with  private 
office  instruction,  which  is  indispensable  to  the  proper 
training  of  every  physician ;  and  abolishing  the  office 
of  private  preceptors,  in  the  overshadowing  preroga- 
tives of  professors. 

Truly  the  "march  of  power  is  ever  onward,  and  its 
tremendous  tendency  to  accumulation."  The  medical 
profession  have,  by  common  consent,  yielded  to  these 
self-constituted  dignitaries,  the  professors,  a  quiet 
monopoly  of  all  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  public 
teaching.  But  not  content  with  these,  they  have 
managed  already  to  secure  almost  a  monopoly  of  pri- 
vate pupils,  who  fee  one  or  more  of  the  Faculty  in  their 
chosen  college,  to  become  their  private  preceptors,  as 
well  as  their  professors,  although  the  supervision  of 


their  studies  is  performed  by  proxy ;  yet  the  name  of 
being  private  pupils  in  the  office  of  professors,  is  sup- 
posed to  facilitate,  if  it  does  not  secure  their  gradua- 
tion. This  is  done  annually  by  many  students  during 
the  college  sessions,  while  in  the  intervals  at  home  they 
are  the  office  pupils  of  private  preceptors  with  whom 
they  commenced  their  studies.  But  this  plan  proposes 
that  the  colleges  "  supervise  their  studies  "  the  year 
round,  and  provides  "sub-professors,  not  of  the  govern- 
ing Faculty,"  to  do  by  proxy  this  work  of  supervision. 
And  yet  it  is  called  "  improvement"  forsooth,  but  by  a 
strange  misnomer,  we  humbly  submit. 

It  only  remains  to  allude  to  one  more  characteristic 
of  this  "  circular."  It  affirms  that  "  Clinical  instruc- 
tion is  a  chief  feature  in  the  course,"  and  on  no  other 
data  as  we  can  perceive,  than,  that,  during  the  summer 
there  are  to  be  "  four  cliniques  held  weekly  "  by  Pro- 
fessors Bedford,  Mott,  Clymer,  and  Post,  and  another 
on  diseases  of  the  skin  by  Dr.  Bulkley.  By  way  of 
glorification,  as  it  would  seem,  the  "  obstetric  clinique  " 
is  selected,  and  to  remove  its  "problematical"  character, 
a  list  of  cases  is  affixed,  said  to  have  been  "presented  to 
the  class/ the  day  preceding  the  DATE  of  this  circular. 
Unfortunately  for  our  criticism,  the  Circular  bears  no 
date  whatever!  so  that  neither  verification,  or  contra- 
diction is  possible.  But  we  refer  to  it  as  disclosing 
what  kind  of  "  improvement "  or  rather  innovation, 
seeks  the  "  countenance  of  the  medical  profession,"  by 
this  appeal. 

The  following  are  said  to  be  among  the  cases  pre- 
sented to  the  class,  viz. 

Procidentia  of  the  womb  ! 

Ulceration  of  Cervix  uteri,  three  cases. 

Ulcerative  Carcinoma  of  the  Uterus. 

Epilepsy  from  Amenorrhcea,  in  which  a  speculum 
was  introduced  !  !    Query,  for  what  purpose  ? 

Induration  of  cervix  uteri,  &c.  &c. 

We  forbear  to  comment  on  this  unfortunate  feature 
of  the  circular,  for  according  to  other  published  notices 
these  and  the  like  cases  have  been  publicly  exposed 
upon  the  table,  in  the  clinique,  to  over  800  persons, 
with  open  doors,  and  who  could  not  by  possibility  find, 
in  such  an  exhibition,  any  means  of  practical  instruction 
whatever.  It  will  suffice  to  say  that  against  all  such 
attempts  at  "Demonstrative  Midwifery,"  the  American 
Medical  Association  has  recorded  its  protest,  in  its  pub- 
lished transactions  for  1851,  and  which  will  find  an  echo 
in  the  Convention  of  1852.    Esto  perpetua. 


Bellevue  Hospital. 

We  understand  that  the  sagacious  Governors  of  the 
Alms  House,  have  ordered  that  the  assistant  Physicians 
should  no  longer  be  provided  with  board  on  the  pre- 
mises as  heretofore,  but  take  their  meals  in  the  city.  It 
seems  that  the  medical  Board  have  remonstrated  in  vain ; 
justly  shrinking  from  the  responsibility  for  the  safety  of 
the  inmates,  during  the  necessary  absence  of  the  young 
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doctors  from  the  Hospital,  at  their  boarding  houses, 
leaving  the  sick  poor,  meanwhile,  by  hundreds,  without 
any  medical  officer  of  any  kind  in  the  building. 

The  Governors  are  probably  governed. by  their  non- 
medical Warden,  who  is  their  chosen  adviser  for  this 
remedial  institution  ;  though  his  experience  heretofore 
may  have  been  acquired  in  the  sale  of  liquors  in  the  city, 
and  kindred  employments.  If  the  medical  staff  of  the 
Hospital  consent  to  be  thus  overruled,  they  must 
indeed  be  thankful  for  small  favors ;  and  as  to  the 
young  doctors,  the  furlough  from  the  toils  of  hospital 
life  three  times  a  day  will  doubtless  be  a  relief,  what- 
ever becomes  of  their  patients.  But  the  patients  are 
"  only  paupers,  for  whom  nobody  cares." 


Foreign  Communication. 

No.  5,  Rue  St  Germain  des  Pris,  Para. 

Doctor  Reese, 

Editor  of  the  "  New-York  Medical  Gazette." 

Sir:  Several  American  Physicians  in  Paris,  having 
formed  an  Association  under  the  title  of  "  The  Ameri- 
can Medical  Society  in  Paris,"  and  adopted  a  constitu- 
tion, a  copy  of  which  is  sent  you  at  the  same  time 
with  this  circular,  they  would  be  grateful  in  having 
their  efforts  noticed  and  seconded  by  the  Press  in  the 
United  States.  A  chief  object  of  this  Society  being 
to  establish,  with  due  regard  to  economy,  a  library  and 
reading  room,  intended  to  contain  medical  books  and 
periodicals,  as  well  as  miscellaneous  works  and  news- 
papers, the  Corresponding  Secretary  has  been  instructed 
to  ask  the  favor  of  the  transmission  of  your  Journal, 
free  of  all  cost,  except  the  postage. 

It  is  proper  to  acquaint  you,  in  case  that  you  are 
willing  to  accord  this  favor,  that  an  arrangement  has 
been  made  with  Mf.  Edward  Bossange,  shipping  and 
commission  merchant,  of  No.  134  Pearl-street,  New- 
York,  who  will  receive  all  letters,  periodicals,  news- 
papers, pamphlets  and  books,  designed  for  the  Society, 
pay  the  postage  or  freight  upon  them,  and  forward 
them  to  his  father,  Mr.  Hector  Bossange,  of  No.  55 
Quai  Voltaire,  Paris.  These  gentlemen  have  generously 
offered  to  act  as  agents  to  the  Society  without  any  pe- 
cuniary consideration.    Respectfully  yours, 

E.  E.  Wilson, 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

[We  publish  the  foregoing,  in  the  hope  that  our 
American  brethren  will  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities 
here  indicated,  of  sending  to  our  confreres  in  Paris, 
copies  of  their  publications,  and  thus  promote  the 
praiseworthy  objects  of  this  transatlantic  association  of 
our  own  countrymen,  in  a  foreign  land.] 


Potter's  Field. 

The  urgent  necessity  of  providing  a  new  burial- 
place  for  the  poor  of  this  city,  has  been  calling  for  the 
attention  of  our  civic  authorities  for  the  past  year.  The 
grounds  on  Randall's  Island  have  been  nearly  filled 


up,  and  moreover  their  proximity  to  the  nurseries  on 
the  same  Island,  where  some  1500  inmates  are  peren- 
nially lodged,  renders  it  important  for  sanitary  reasons, 
that  no  more  burials  should  be  permitted  in  that 
locality. 

Various  other  locations  have  been  talked  of,  and 
very  recently  the  sage  Common  Council  resolved  to 
purchase  a  tract  of  land  for  the  purpose  on  Ward's 
Island,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  Emi- 
grants' hospital.  The  prompt  remonstrance  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Emigration,  and  the  veto  of  our  ex- 
cellent Mayor,  has,  however,  defeated  this  outrage  upon 
all  propriety,  and  the  subject  is  again  before  the  autho- 
rities. We  allude  to  it  only  to  repeat  our  admonition 
to  the  Board  of  Health,  that  the  safety  of  our  city's 
population  during  the  coming  summer,  imperatively 
requires  that  some  decisive  action  should  be  taken  to 
secure  ground^  for  a  city  cemetery  before  the  warm 
weather  overtakes  us.  For  if  the  dead  are  to  be 
interred  as  heretofore  on  Randall's  Island,  the  multitude 

|  of  children  in  the  nurseries  should  be  forthwith  re- 
moved, else  a  sweeping  epidemic  is'  to  be  dreaded,  as 
probable,  if  not  certain.    The  hazard  of  such  a  result 

!  should  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the  authorities. 


Commissioners  of  Emigration. 

These  gentlemen,  it  appears,  have  found  the  labors 
and  cares  of  their  office  so  onerous,  that  they  have  by 
a  majority,  the  minority  protesting,  appointed  a  Yice- 

i  President  and  chief  executive  officer,  not  of  their  own 
body,  at  a  salary  of  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
and  he  has  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.  We 
opine  that  his  office  will  be  no  sinecure,  and  we  have  no 

j  sympathy  with  the  public  clamor  sought  to  be  raised 

'  against  the  amount  of  his  salary,  which  he  will  doubt- 
less earn  by  the  toilsome  and  hazardous  duties  which 
will  devolve  upon  him.  We  may  be  pardoned,  how- 
ever, for  the  suggestion  that  the  medical  officers  of  the 

1  hospital  merit  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners, 
for  with  much  greater  labor  and  risk  of  life,  their 
salaries  are  rated  at  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  sum 
awarded  to  this  new  officer.  Even  those  who  are 
required  to  do  daily  duty,  by  visiting  the  hospitals  on 
Ward's  Island,  and  devoting  to  this  service  nearly  the 
whole  of  their  time,  receive  only  one-fourth  the  salary 
of  this  new  Vice-President.  We  do  not  complain  of 
the  latter  as  too  high,  but  only  hint  at  the  dispropor- 
tion, as  indicating  the  fact,  that  the  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  the  Emigrants'  Hospitals  are  not  overpaid, 
whatever  may  be  said  of  the  other  employees  of  the 

,  Commission.  The  duties,  responsibilities  and  cares  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  are  immensely  great, 
and  increasing  to  an  extent  which  must  demand  a  large 
expenditure  of  money,  for  which  the  State  must  pro- 
vide by  law.  Thus  far,  as  we  believe,  a  strict  and 
rigid  economy  of  expenditure  has  characterized  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  Commission. 
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Correction. 

An  editorial  in  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  on  the 
subject  of  Dr.  Mott's  proffered  resignation  of  member-  > 
ship  in  the  New- York  Academy  of  Medicine,  places  it 
on  grounds  entirely  erroneous. 

The  Academy  has  not  assumed  to  interfere  with 
his  "  benevolence,"  but  only  objects  to  his  making 
superior  or  exclusive  pretensions  to  that  virtue,  by 
"  advertisements  in  the  penny  papers,  offering  medical 
and  surgical  advice  gratis  to  the  poor,"  thus  implying, 
contrary  to  the  fact,  that  every  other  member  of  the 
Academy  is  not  equally  "benevolent:"  and  this 
•without  a  trumpet  to  proclaim  their  alms-giving,  but 
rather  "  not  letting  the  left  hand  know  what  the  right 
doeth." 

Hence  the  Code  of  Ethics,  to  which  Dr.  Mott,  in 
common  with  the  whole  profession,  has  voluntarily 
subscribed,  forbids  all  such  advertisements,  and  the 
Academy  have  simply  resolved  that  all  its  fellows  must 
conform  to  the  Rule,  and  this  without  naming  Dr. 
Mott  or  any  other  offender.  It  is  true  that  a  charge 
against  this  gentleman  is  before  the  Committee  on 
Ethics,  and  a  resp'onse  to  which  should  have  preceded 
the  offer  of  resignation,  and  must  precede  its  accep- 
tance by  the  Academy.  We  only  refer  to  the  subject 
that  the  profession  and  the  public  may  not  be  misled 
by  a  false  issue. 

From  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Anonymous  Writers  and  Personalities. 

Although  fully  appreciating  the  benefits  of  a  free  | 
press,  and  the  multiplication  of  media  for  the  diffusion  j 
of  knowledge  and  morality,  we  cannot  refrain  from  the  j 
expression  of  the  profound  regret  with  which  we  have  I 
observed,  especially  within  the  last  twelve  months,  cer-  ; 
tain  periodicals  ostensibly  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
Medicine,  allowing  their  pages  to  be  prostituted  by 
anonymous  writers  to  the  grossest  personalities  and 
misrepresentations,  and  occasionally  containing  even 
Editorials  equally  objectionable.    If  licentiousness  fa 
secular  newspapers  be  an  evil  deeply  lamented  by  all 
good  men,  how  much  more  must  it  be  desecrated  when 
found  invading  the  sacred  arena  until  now  reserved  ex- 
clusively for  the  efforts  of  minds  in  search  of  scientific 
truth  and  usefulness ! 

We  would  not  do  injustice  to  the  Medical  Profession 
of  our  country,  by  supposing  that  such  Journals  can 
ever  secure  or  retain  any  countenance.  Yet  their  de- 
moralizing influence  is  incontestable,  and  can  only  be 
arrested  by  an  immediate  withdrawal  of  patronage. 

To  Correspondents. 

•  Dr.  Geo.  C.  Blackman's  promised  reply  and  defence 
to  our  late  criticism  upon  his  pamphlet,  has  not  reached 
us,  else  it  would  have  appeared  in  this  number  of  the 
Gazette.  >  s. 

Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine. 
Professor  Thomas  D.  Mitchell  has  vacated  the  chair 
of  Theory  and  Practice,  in  this  institution,  by  resignation. 

*  Mi.ktittlaxQ  »dj  \o  igatfMiMif  1 


Dental  Colleges  and  the  Medical  Profession. 

Dr.  Reese, 

Dear  Sir — Knowing  [the  deep  interest  you  take 
in  whatever  concerns  the  medical  profession,  and  par- 
ticularly the  honest  but  fearless  and  independent  stand 
which  your  Journal  always  presents  in  the  discussion 
of  matters  connected  with  medicine  and  surgery,  and 
all  their  collateral  branches,  the  writer  begs  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  your  numerous  readers  to  two  or 
three  important  points,  which  came  before  the  late 
Convention  at  Richmond ;  the  action  had  upon  which 
shadows  forth  very  distinctly  the  opinion  of  the  profes- 
sion upon  the  points  to  which  they  refer. 

In  the  discussion  upon  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution, and  which  will  come  up  for  final  decision  at  the 
meeting  to  be  held  next  year  in  this  city,  Dr.  Wood,  of 
Pennsylvania,  proposed  an  amendment  defining  with 
more  distinctness  than  had  heretofore  been  done,  the 
kind  and  character  of  institution  entitled  to  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Conventions,  such  as  medical  societies, 
medical  schools,  <fcc.  &c.  The  same  gentleman  next 
proposed  a  resolution,  which  was  seconded,  declaring, 
in  so  many  words,  that  no  Dental  College  or  College 
of  Pharmacy  was  entitled,  or  would  be  permitted  to  be 
represented  in  any  future  Medical  Convention,  and  this 
resolution  was  passed  without  one  single  dissenting 
voice.  A  Member  of  the  Coxvextiox. 

New-Vork,  15th  May,  1852. 


Among  our  new  advertisements,  in  the  present 
number,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  third  part  of  the  great 
work  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  on  Operative 
Surgery,  has  been  already  published,  by  Lippincott, 
Grambo  &  Co.  illustrated  like  its  predecessors  with 
numerous  highly-finished  steel  engravings,  richly  co- 
lored in  the  best  style  of  the  art.  We  have  heretofore 
expressed  our  high  estimate  of  this  work,  which  is  des- 
tined to  take  precedence  of  any  foreign  book  in  the 
market. 

Messrs.  Ticknor,  Reed  &  Fields,  of  Boston,  have 
in  press  a  new  work,  entitled  Operative  Surgery,  illus- 
trated, by  R.  U.  Piper,  M.  D.  with  more  than  1900 
illustrations  and  200  original  drawings.  Professor 
Bigelow  adds  a  chapter  on  Etherization.  See  adver- 
tisement. 

Fowler  &  Wells,  of  Clinton  Hall,  New- York,  an- 
nounce a  series  of  works  on  Physiology,  Hygeine,  <tc. 
which  we  commend  as  calculated  to  be  useful  in  popu- 
larizing these  important  subjects.  As  to  their  Phreno- 
logical and  Hydropathical  Journals,  &c.  we  can  only 
say  that  in  their  paper,  typography,  and  low  price, 
they  are  without  a  parallel  in  the  country,  or  indeed  in 
the  world. 

Barrington  &  Haswell,  of  Philadelphia,  announce  a 
few  out  of  the  multitude  of  publications,  which  they 
are  perennially  sending  forth  to  the  profession,  who  are 
under  obligations  to  them  for  many  of  great  value,  and 
which  are  named  in  their  advertisement. 

The  tasteless  Castor  Oil,  on  hand  by  John  Milhau, 
183  Broadway,  has  become  all  the  rage,  so  that  it  is 
said  "  the  children  cry  for  it." 
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Observations  on  the  Anatomy>  Physiology,  Pathology 
Symptoms  &  Treatment  of  Injuries  of  the  Spine. 

ILLUSTRATED  BT  CASES,  BT  JOHN  O'REILLY,  M.  D. 
Licentiate  and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  Resi- 
dent Fellow  of  the  New-York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

The  anatomical  relations  of  the  spinal  cord  are  ex- 
ceedingly interesting,  as  well  as  highly  important  to  be 
understood  by  the  surgeon.  Its  presence  in  all  the 
vertebrated  animals,  as  well  as  in  "acephalous  monsters, 
where  the  brain  is  absent,  clearly  demonstrates  that  its 
existence  is  essentially  necessary  for  the  -maintenance  of 
life.  This  proposition  is  so  well  established,  that  it 
would  be  superfluous  to  dwell  on  the  subject. 

The  spinal  cord  extends  from  the  atlas  to  about  the 
second  lumbar  vertebra  in  the  adult.  It  is  enclosed  in  a 
firm,  bony,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  ligamentous  canal, 
formed  by  the  regular  adaptation  of  the  foramina  in  the 
vertebrae,  which  enter  into  the  construction  of  tbe  spinal 
column  and  the  ligaments  connecting  the  vertebras 
together.  It  is  protected  from  violence  externally  by  the 
spinous  and  transverse  processes,  as  well  as  by  a  strong 
mass  of  muscles  ;  whilst  internally  the  bodies  of  the 
vertebrae  are  so  arranged  as  to  ward  off  disturbance 
produced  by  any  sudden  shock,  having  elastic  discs, 
composed  of  fibro  cartilage,  placed  between  them  ;  thus 
giving  to  the  column  a  certain  degree  of  motion  com 
bincd  with  elasticity. 

It  will  be  recollected  eacb  vertebra  has  four  articu- 
lating processes.  In  the  cervical  region,  the  two  superior 
look  upwards  and  backwards,  whilst  the  inferior  look 
downwards  and  forwards.  In  the  dorsal  region,  the 
articulating  processes  look — the  two  superior  backwards, 
the  two  inferior  forwards.  In  the  lumbar  region,  the 
two  superior  look  backwards  and  inwards,  the  two 
inferior  outwards  and  forwards. 

It  will  be  perceived,  from  the  mode  in  which  the 
superior  articulating  surfaces  of  a  vertebra  are  jointed 
to  the  inferior  articulations  of  the  one  above  it,  that 
direct  force  applied  to  the  spinous  process  would  first 
fall  on  this  articulation,  causing  either  fracture  or  dis- 
location of  the  articulating  processes,  and  would  next 
come  on  the  body  of  the  vertebra,  severing  its  attach- 
ment from  the  intervertebral  substance ;  thus  producing 
a  fracture  aj  this  point. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  spinous  process  of 
the  seventh  cervical  vertebra  projects  considerably  be- 
yond those  placed  above  or  below  it,  and  is  consequently 
much  more  exposed  to  injury. 

The  spinal  cord  has  the  same  coverings  as  the  brain, 
namely,  dura  mater,  arachnoid  membrane,  and  pia 
mater.  It  does  not  fill  the  canal,  but  is  placed  looselv 
in  it,  exceptantcriorly,  where  the  dura  mater  is  attached 
to  the  posterior  common  intervertebral  ligament.  Pos- 
teriorly the  dura  mater  is  separated  from  the  laminae 
by  loose  cellular  tissue  and  a  plexus  of  veins.  It  is  di- 
vided into  two  symmetrical  halves  by  grooves  running  on 
its  anterior  and  posterior  aspect,  whilst  laterally  there 
are  two  depressions  corresponding  to  the  origin  of  the 
roots  of  the  nerves.    It  gives  off  thirty-one  pair  of 
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nerves,  which  arise  by  two  roots — the  anterior  being 
destined  for  motion,  the  posterior  for  sensation.  In 
addition  to  the  nerves  specified,  it  gives  off  in  the  cervi- 
cal region  the  principal  respiratory  nerves,  namely,  the 
phrenic  and  spinal  accessory.  The  phrenic  nerve  comes 
off  from  the  side  of  the  cord  by  three  filaments  from  the 
roots  of  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  cervical  nerves,  being 
thus  connected  with  the  cervical  and  brachial  plexus. 
The  spinal  accessory  arises  by  several  filaments  from 
the  side  of  the  cord  near  the  fourth  cervical  nerve. 

The  spinal-cord  is  exposed  to  irritation,  concussion, 
and  compression,  under  certain  circumstances.  To 
elucidate  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  be  reminded  of 
what  happens  in  tetanus.  A  person  has  a  lacerated 
wound  inflicted  on  his  hand  or  foot ;  the  sentient  ex- 
tremity of  the  nerve  is  irritated  ;  the  irritation  is  pro- 
pagated along  the  course  of  the  nerve  to  the  spinal 
cord,  which  again  transmits  it  to  the  nerves  going  to  other 
parts  of  the  body,  producing  rigidity  in  the  muscles  to 
which  the  nerves  are  distributed.  Again,  in  Potts' 
disease  of  the  spine,  where  caries  of  the  bodies  of 
the  vertebrae  is  going  on,  irritation  is  communicated  to 
the  cord,  and  the  muscles  of  the  lower  extremity  become 
spasmodically  contracted. 

Here  irritation  is  the  cause  of  the  condition  of  the 
muscles  described — in  the  one  case,  excited  by  reflex 
action  ;  in  the  other,  by  irritation  affecting  the  cord  itself. 

A  man  jumps  out  of  a  window  ;  comes  on  his  feet, 
after  falling  a  great  height :  temporary  paralysis  is  the 
result,  which  disappears  in  some  time.  Here  there  is 
no  injury  of  the  cord  or  its  membranes,  and  the  case  is 
simply  one  of  concussion. 

Again,  a  person  falls  from  an  eminence  ;  the  back 
first  strikes  the  ground  ;  perhaps  coming  in  contact  with 
a  stone,  brick,  or  some  such  substance.  This  case  may 
be  attended  with  fracture  or  dislocation  of  the  articulat- 
ing processes,  as  well  as  the  body  of  the  vertebra,  through 
the  intervertebral  substance,  and  be  followed  by  effusion 
of  blood  in  the  cellular  tissue  between  the  laminae  and 
dura  mater,  by  the  rupture  of  the  venous  plexus,  and 
thus  by  the  formation  of  a  coagulum  pressing  the  cord 
against  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae.  The  anterior  pillars 
of  the  cord  would  thus  suffer  more  from  compression 
than  the  posterior.  This  circumstance  would  explain 
why  the  loss  of  motion  is  greater  than  that  of  sensation, 
and  would  also  serve  to  solve  the  question,  why  one 
extremity  is  so  much  longer  in  recovering  than  the 
other,  by  reflecting  that  one  side  of  the  cord  may  have  a 
greater  quantity  of  blood  compressing  it  than  the  other. 

I  have  made  no  allusion  to  compression  from  bone, 
which  I  believe  rarely  happens,  unless  from  a  gun-shot 
wound,  when  a  ball  fairly  strikes  one  of  the  processes 
and  enters  the  canal,  and  where  the  injury  done  is  so 
great  that  the  patient  is  doomed  to  die.  Such,  at  all 
events,  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  sur- 
geons. I  will  niake  no  remarks  on  a  case  of  this  sort, 
never  having  seen  one  of  the  kind. 

With  respect  to  compression  from  pus,  although  it 
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seems  feasible  such  should  take  place,  yet,  from  the 
cases  I  witnessed,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  of  frequent 
occurrence.  Every  surgeon  knows  the  higher  up  in  the 
spine  an  injury  is  received,  the  greater  is  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended.  The  truth  of  this  statement  is  unfor- 
tunately too  often  proved  to  be  true.  See  what  occurs 
when  the  public  executioner  adroitly  adjusts  the  noose 
to  the  neck  of  a  criminal.  Almost  instantly,  on  the  fall 
of  the  drop,  life  becomes  extinct, — and  why  1  Because 
the  transverse  ligament  binding  the  odontoid  process  to 
the  atlas  is  broken.  The  process  of  bone  just  named  is 
propelled  into  the  spinal  cord,  at  its  junction  with 
the  medulla  oblongata.  The  cord  is  thus  lacerated  in 
the  proximity  of  the  respiratory  tract,  situated  between 
the  olivary  and  restiform  bodies,  and  above  the  origin 
of  the  phrenic  and  respiratory  nerves. 

Next  in  importance  with  regard  to  injury  is  the  part 
of  the  cord  where  the  phrenic  and  spinal  accessory  nerves 
are  given  off.  Here  mischief  is  to  be  anticipated  when 
the  prominent  spinous  process  of  the  seventh  cervical 
vertebra  suffers  by  an  individual  being  precipitated  from 
a  height,  or  by  getting  a  heavy  blow  upon  it.  Effusion 
of  blood  is  apt  to  supervene,  and  the  functions  of  the 
cord  suspended  in  close  contiguity  to  where  these  nerves 
take  their  origin  from.  The  process  of  respiration  being 
impeded,  a  fatal  termination  may  be  calculated  on. 

With  respect  to  injuries  in  the  dorsal  region,  such 
as  occur  low  down  generally  end  well.  The  same  re- 
mark is  true  of  the  lumbar  region,  provided  the  cord  is 
not  divided,  but  merely  suffers  from  concussion  or  com- 
pression. 

Now  as  to  the  symptoms  resulting  from  an  injury  of 
the  spine.  The  principal  ones  are  loss  of  motion  and 
sensation  in  all  parts  supplied  with  nerves  below  the 
seat  of  the  injury  in  the  cord,  a  tympanitic  abdomen, 
constipated  bowels,  fceces  discharged  involuntarily, 
retention  of  urine,  as  well  as  severe  pain  in  the  spine, 
■which  is  greatly  increased  on  making  any  motion. 

It  is  evident  why  this  state  of  things  should  present 
themselves.  The  tympanitis  is  caused  by  the  intestinal 
tube  being  distended  with  flatus.  The  abdominal 
muscles,  being  paralyzed,  can  exercise  no  power  over 
it,  and  easily,  yield  to  the  force  from  the  interior.  Again, 
the  constipation  of  the  bowels  is  occasioned  by  the 
peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines  not  being  assisted 
from  the  muscles  just  mentioned.  With  respect  to  the 
retention  of  urine  and  the  involuntary  discharge  of  fceces, 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  accounting  for  these  phenomena ; 
the  one  being  caused  by  paralysis  of  the  detrusor  urinse, 
and  the  other  by  a  similar  affection  of  the  sphincters  ani. 

As  for  the  pain  caused  by  moving  the  spine,  it  is 
induced  by  the  weakened  state  of  the  spinal  column,  in 
consequence  of  fracture  or  dislocation  of  the  oblique  or 
articulating  processes,  as  well  as  the  solution  of  con- 
tinuity between  the  body  of  the  vertebra  and  interver- 
tebral cartilage. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  point  out  the  reason  why 
the  functions  of   the  Sidneys  and  intestines  are  dis- 


charged is,  that  these  ^iscera'areTurnisl^e(^%y^a5Jd1s^!t 
set  of  nerves,  namely,  branches  from  the  sympathetic 
ganglia,  and  consequently  ;;ct  independently  of  the 
nerves  derived  from  the  spinal  cord.  Only  for  this 
beautiful  pro\ision  in  the  animal  economy,  persons 
afflicted  with  such  injuries  should  most  unquestionably 
perish. 

The  sloughing  or  sphacelated  condition  of  certain 
parts,  which  takes  place  at  rather  a  remote  interval,  is 
brought  on  by  lesion  of  the  nervous  energy  and  con- 
tinued pressure.  The  wasting  of  the  muscles  is  attri- 
butable to  want  of  action,  as  well  as  -deficiency  of 
nervous  influence. 

As  for  the  projection  of  one  or  more  of  the  spinous 
processes  which  usually  takes  place,  I  conceive  absorp- 
tion of  the  intervertebral  substances  is  the  cause  of  this 
defect. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  to  be  adopted  in  cases 
of  injury  of  the  spine  :  if  it  suffers  from  irritation,  of 
course  it  .should  be  removed,  if  it  is  possible  to  discover 
the  source  from  which  it  proceeds,  or  if  such  could  be 
accomplished.  Again,  should  a  case  of  concussion 
come  under  treatment,  rest,  attention  to  the  bowels,  and 
frictions,  with  stimulating  liniments,  will  suffice  to 
ensure  convalescence.  When  fracture  or  dislocation 
presents  itself,  or]  both  together,  extension  and  counter- 
extension  are  recommended,  with  a  view  to  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  displaced  bones,  as  well  as  the  application 
of  splints  and  rollers.  Such  treatment,  when  practical, 
should  be  adopted  ;  but  it  appears  more  feasible  in 
theory  than  in  actual  practice.  I  believe,  after  extension 
and  counter-extension  has  been  made,  a  firm  bed  is  the 
chief  thing  to  be  relied  on,  and  to  keep  the  patient  at  rest, 

Now,  if  compression  exists,  more  active  treatment 
will  be  demanded.  The  local  applications  consists  in 
cupping  and  blistering ;  whilst  internally  the  adminis- 
tration of  mercury,  to  anticipate  and  subdue  inflamma- 
tion, is  required  ;  next  the  exhibition  of  hvdrodate  of 
potash,  to  ensure  absorption  of  any  extraneous  substance 
that  may  be  present,  is  indicated.  Ultimately,  the 
stimulus  of  strychnine,  given  internally  and  applied  ex- 
ternally, is  called  for.  I  should  also  state  that  the 
constipated  condition  of  the  bowels  will  require  to  be 
relieved  by  purgatives  occasionally.  With  respect  to 
the  "  modus  operandi  "  of  strychnine,  when  taken 
internally,  it  appears  to  act  by  irritating  the  sentient 
extremities  of  the  nerves,  and  that  it  has  the  same  effect 
when  rubbed  to  a  part  externally.  Such  being  the  fact, 
the  irritation  extends  along  the  branches  to  the  trunk  of 
the  nerve,  which  conducts  it  to  the  cord,  stimulates  the 
latter,  and,  by  reflex  action  excites  the  nerves  proceeding 
from  it,  resulting  in  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  mus- 
cles paralyzed  ;  and  this  process  being  often  repeated, 
eventually  restoring  the  original  muscular  power. 

I  have  farther  to  observe  that  frictions,  either  with 
or  without  stimulating  applications,  are  attended  with 
.signal  advantage,  and  that  the  strength  of  the  patient's 
constitution  must  not  be  permitted  to  totter,  but  that, 
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on  the  contrary,  it  must  be  promoted  by  generous  regi- 
men, tonics  and  annodynes.  The  length  of  time  that 
elapses  to  allow  the  spinal  cord  to  regain  its  normal 
vigor,  after  being  greatly  compressed,  may  be  set  down 
at  about  two  years  and  a  half.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that,  when  there  is  no  motion,  yet  there  will  be  some 
sensation  in  the  cases  -which  are  destined  to  terminate 
favorably.  A  vast  amount  of  importance  must  be 
attached  to  this  latter  circumstance,  as  tending  to  afford 
a  distinct  notion  in  giving  a  correct  prognosis.  The 
muscles  nearest  the  seat  of  injury  are  the  first  to  be 
seized  with  spasms,  and  arc  therefore  the  first  to  assume 
their  proper  duties  ;  whilst  those  remotely  situated  are 
the  last  te  undergo  the  changes  just  specified.  It  is  a 
curious  coincidence,  that  one  extremity  generally  is 
affected  more  than  the  other.  Why  this  should  happen 
can  be  gleaned  from  the  particulars  already  advanced. 
In  giving  opinions  on  cases  of  injury  of  the  spine,  cir- 
cumspection must  be  observed.  It  is  to  facilitate  this 
object  that  I  am  actuated  to  publish  the  following  cases. 
I  am  well  aware  of  the  intricacy  and  importance  of  the 
subject  I  have  been  commenting  on,  and  my  incompe- 
tency to  do  it  justice.  However,  I  have' endeavored  to 
make  my  ideas  conform  with  the  facts  derived  from 
actual  observation.    In  conclusion,  1  have  only  to  add, 

 Si  quid  novisti,  rectius  istis 

Candidus  iroparti  

Si  non  his  utcre  mecum. 

FIRST  CASK. 

K  Mr.  James  Mooney,  aged  38  years,  born  in  Ireland, 
on  the  23d  April,  1850,  whilst  walking  on  a  board 
placed  over  a  mill-race  at  Plankspoint,  having  slipped 
off,  fell  about  sixteen  feet.  He  was  conveyed  to 
his  lodgings,  and  was  attended  by  a  doctor  from 
Pittskill,  who  cupped  him  over  the  spine,  removed  the 
urine,  which  was  retained,  and  gave  him  purgatives. 

On  the  1st  May  he  was  removed  to  the  New- York 
Hospital,  where  he  remained  only  one  night,  being 
alarmed  by  an  opinion  given  by  the  Head  Surgeon  to 
his  brother-in-law,  that  he  could  not  live  longer  than 
three  days.  On  the  2d  of  May  I  was  requested  to  see 
him,  and  found  him  laboring  under  complete  loss  of 
motion  of  the  lower  extremities.  Some  sensation  in 
right  leg,  retention  of  urine,  tympanitic  abdomen, 
constipated  bowels,  experiences  very  great  pain  on  any 
attempt  being  made  to  move  him,  when  he  says  his 
back  is  nearly  "  broken  asunder  " — great  pain  on  pres- 
sure over  last  dorsel,  and  first  lumbar  vertebra,  but  no 
positive  indication  of  fracture  or  dislocation. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  adopted  he  was  suc- 
cessively cupped,  blistered,  salivated — had  Iodide  of 
Potassium  administered — had  strychnine  exhibited 
internally  in  the  form  of  pills,  and  externally  in  the 
shape  of  liniment,  frictions  were  continually  had  re- 
course to.  The  use  of  the  catheter  was  required  for 
seven  weeks— the  tympanitis  lasted  six  weeks— he  was 
not  able  to  leave  his  bed  for  more  than  three  months. 
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The  power  of  motion  returned  gradually,  spasms  at 
one  time  seizing  on  one  set  of  muscles,  then  another — 
the  muscles  nearest  the  spinal  cord  the  first  to  regain 
lost  action — the  right  lower  extremity  first  restored, 
the  left  not  for  several  months  afterwards.  The  patient 
can  now  walk  very  well,  with  a  slight  halt.  The  spine 
presents  a  considerable  curve  at  a  point  corresponding 
to  the  sixth  dorsel  vertebra,  which  is  above  the  seat  of 
the  injury. 


SECOSD  CASK. 

Mr.  J.  H.  B.  aged  38,  a  native  of  England,  states 
that  on  the  1st  of  May,  1850,  whilst  ascending  a  ladder 
holding  a  heavy  implement  in  his  hand,  he  was  preci- 
pitated a  height  of  twenty-eight  feet,  in  consequence 
of  the  breaking  of  one  of  the  wrungs.  He  says  he 
made  a  "  summerset "  before  reaching  the  ground,  and 
that  his  "  posterior"  was  the  part  first  to  come  in  con- 
tact with  it.  On  being  removed  to  his  residence  he 
soon  found  that  he  had  no  power  over  his  lower  extre- 
mities— that  he  could  not  pass  his  urine — that  he  had 
obstinate  constipation  of  his  bowels — that  the  fceces 
were  discharged  involuntarily — that  his  belly  was  swol- 
len— that  he  suffered  the  most  excruciating  torture  on 
being  moved  in  bed — that  in  fact  nothing  could 
equal  the  pain  in  his  back — that  it  took  three  or  four 
men  to  change  his  position. 

Early  in  December,  1850,  I  was  requested  to  visit 
him — he  told  me  he  had  seventeen  other  doctors  to  see 
him,  some  of  whom  said  he  could  never  recover — he 
added  the  name  of  a  respectable  surgeon,  who  pre- 
dicted he  could  not  live  four  days.  Others  said  he 
might  live  for  some  time,  whilst  others  believed  that 
he  would  never  be  able  to  stand,  much  less  walk,  even 
if  he  survived. 

On  examination  the  following  symptoms  and  ap- 
pearances presented  themselves.  Loss  of  motion  and 
nearly  complete  loss  of  sansation  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties— tympanitic  abdomen — retention  of  urine — a  dis- 
agreeable uriuiferous  odor  exhaled,  caused  by  the  urine 
being  strongly  impregnated  with  ammonia — constipa- 
tion of  bowels — involuntary  discharge  of  fceces,  with 
prolapsus  ani — an  ulcer  over  the  sacrum  of  about  three 
inches  in  diameter,  with  th«  edges  deeply  excavated, 
having  an  unhealthy  greyish  aspect,  and  secreting  a 
thin  ichorous  matter.  There  was  another  ulcer  on  the 
right  heel  about  the  size  of  a  dollar,  deep  and  exca- 
vattd,  secreting  a  similar  kind  of  fluid — the  muscles 
of  the  lower  extremities,  particularly  those  forming  the 
calf  of  the  leg,  were  greatly  atrophied.  The  spinous 
process  of  the  third  lumbar  vertebra  projected  about  half 
an  inch — the  patient's  general  health  was  very  bad,  he 
was  greatly  emaciated — his  pulse  was  quick  and  small ; 
in  fact  he  was  laboring  under  well  marked  hectic  fever, 
and  was  greatly  depressed  in  spirits,  he  conceived  his  re- 
covery was  impossible.  He  had  been  told  by  two  or  three 
doctors  that  the  ulcers  could  never  be  healed.  Finding 
there  was  slight  sensation  in  the  left  lower  extremity,  I 
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ventured  to  predict  on  the  onset  he  would  stand, 
and  eventually  walk,  and  also  assured  him  the  ulcers 
could  be  cured.  The  mode  of  treatment  appli- 
cable appeared  to  be  clear.  The  constitution  being 
broken  down  by  long  suffering,  required  to  be  reno- 
vated—to prevent  the  patient  falling  a  victim  to  ex- 
haustion and  constant  pain,  as  well  as  to  excite  a 
healthy  action  in  the  ulcers,  cause  granulations  to 
spring  up,  and  thus  promote  their  cicatrization.  Ac- 
cordingly I  recommended  the  most  nutritious  kind  of 
food,  and  also  advised  him  to  drink  double  X  porter, 
as  well  as  whiskey  punch  freely,  of  course  alternating 
the  one  for  the  other,  together  with  tonics  and  ano- 
dynes. Here  I  must  observe  the  patient  finding  the 
good  effects  of  the  beverage  prescribed — partook 
largely  of  it,  and  I  must  say  with  the  most  beneficial 
result,  as  in  a  short  time  he  rapidly  regained  flesh, 
and  for  the  first  time  after  the  elapse  of  seven  months 
passed  his  urine  without  the  aid  of  a  catheter — motion 
also  returned  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  left  thigh, 
which  was  preceded  by  spasms.  The  ulcers  which 
were  kept  poulticed,  with  a  view  of  promoting  granula- 
tion, were  now  dressed  with  warm  dressings,  (equal 
pans  of  olive  oil  and  turpentine.)  This  latter  application, 
after  some  time,  was  changed  for  caustic  wash — dry  lint, 
oiled  silk,  and  strapping  the  ulcer  with  adhesive  plaster. 
Here  I  should  state  a  variety  of  applications,  such 
as  sulphate  of  copper,  nitrate  of  silver,  tincture  of 
iodine,  muriate  of  antimony,  were  all  had  recourse  to, 
from  time  to  time.  The  ulcer  on  the  heel  healed  first, 
and  the  ulcer  on  the  sacrum  healed  to  the  size  of 
a  shilling,  which  is  not  as  yet  cicatrized,  but  is 
assuming  a  disposition  to  do  so.  Exfoliation  of  the 
oscalcis  took  place,  as  well  as  of  the  sacrum  ;  twenty- 
three  pieces  of  bone  came  away  from  the  latter.  For 
eleven  months  the  patient  was  unable  to  get  out  of  bed, 
and  did  not  get  sufficient  power  over  the  sphincter 
ani  to  retain  the  fceces  for  upwards  of  thirteen  months. 
Again,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  after  he  got  power 
over  the  bladder  to  pass  the  urine,  that  for  several 
months  he  suffered  from  an  inability  to  retain  it — 
indeed  up  to  a  recent  date  the  urine  passed  off  as  soon 
as  he  got  into  the  erect  position.  The  power  returned  to 
the  left  lower  extremity  much  sooner  than  to  right. 
Here  it  should  be  mentioned  frictions  with  various 
stimulating  liniments  were  frequently  had  recourse  to, 
and  that  the  spasms  in  the  muscles  were  promoted  by 
the  exhibition  of  strychnine  administered  internally  and 
applied  externally  in  the  form  of  liniment.  The  mus- 
cles of  the  thigh  were  restored  to  power,  and  became 
developed  before  those  of  the  legs,  and  the  muscles  of 
the  latter  before  those  of  the  feet.  To  use  the  words 
of  the  patient,  who  is  extremely  well-informed  and 
intelligent,  he  could  feel  "  the  muscles  swelling  and 
getting  strong  "  after  each  return  of  the  spasms.  It  is  a 
curious  fact  the  spasms  would  at  one  time  seize  on  the 
extensor,  and  at  another  time  on  the  flexor  muscles. 
The  patient  is  now  able  to  stand  for  ten  minutes 
wiuiouc  any  assistance,  and  can  walk  by  giving  him  as 


much  help  as  to  enable  him  to  preserve  his  balance. 
He  is  daily  getting  more  power  over  his  limbs,  and 
drives  about  in  his  waggon. 

THIRD  CASE. 

Mr.  Patrick  Cogan,  aged  35  years,  born  in  Ireland — 
On  the  10th  September,  1851,  whilst  driving  his 
waggon,  was  thrown  off  it,  in  consequence  of  the  horse 
i-uddenly  starting.  It  was  remarked  by  a  person  who 
witnessed  the  accident  that  he  fell  on  his  shoulders. 
Two  medical  men  were  called  on  to  visit  him,  and  by 
their  orders  he  was  blooded  as  well  as  purged.  On 
the  12th  September  I  was  requested  to  see  him,  in 
consultation  with  the  doctor  in  attendance,  when  the 
following  symptoms  presented  themselves.  Complete 
loss  of  motion  and  sensation  in  lower  extremities ; 
convulsive  movements  of  upper  extremities ;  retention 
of  urine;  tympanitic  abdomen;  pulse  quick  and 
small ;  respiration  laborious ;  pain  on  pressure  over  the 
spinous  process  of  the  seventh  cervical  vertebra.  No 
evidence  of  fracture  or  dislocation  of  the  vertebra?.  The 
patient  died  on  the  morning  of  the  13th. 

FOURTH  CASE. 

Mr.  Mathew  Lawlor,  aged  25  years,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land. On  the  night  of  the  25th  October,  1851,  on  his  way 
from  Yorkville  to  his  residence  at  Harlem,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  darkness  of  the  night,  was  precipitated 
a  height  of  about  thirty  feet  into  the  railroad,  where 
he  was  found  by  a  policeman  and  carried  to  his  house. 
He  was  visited  by  a  physician  who  prescribed  for  him. 
On  the  26th  I  was  requested  to  see  him,  when  I  per- 
ceived he  suffered  complete  loss  of  motion,  as  well  as 
sensation,  in  the  upper  and  lower  extremities.  He 
merely  had  the  use  of  his  head  and  upper  part  of  the 
neck,  his  abdomen  was  tympanitic;  his  urine  was  re- 
tained ;  his  respiration  was  labored  with  a  mucous  rale  in 
the  bronchial  tubes  ;  his  pulse  was  90,  regular  and  small. 
On  making'  pressure  over  the  spinous  process  of  the 
cervical  vertebrae  he  complained  of  pain  over  the  seventh. 
He  was  perfectly  collected,  and  said  he  was  quite  at 
his  ease,  that  all  he  wanted  was  the  use  of  his  limbs. 
On  the  27th,  at  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he 
requested  his  wife  to  get  him  breakfast,  as  he  felt 
hungry,  and  desired  to  have  an  egg ;  however  whilst  in 
the  act  of  eating  the  latter,  and  before  his  wife  had 
time  to  give  him  some  tea  to  drink,  which  he  asked  for, 
he  expired  without  a  struggle. 

Since  writing  the  above  cases,  another  one  has  come 
under  my  notice.  A  Mr.  La  F.,  residing  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Bleecker-street,  about  five  years  ago  got  a 
severe  injury  of  the  spine,  attended  by  the  usual  symp- 
toms.  He  was  pronounced  incurable  by  some  of  the 
highest  authorities  in  the  city.  He  did  not  recover  the 
use  of  bis  lower  extremities  completely  for  nearly  three 
years.  However  he  is  now  in  good  health,  walks 
without  lameness,  but  presents  a  large  curvature  of 
the  spine. 

83,  White-street,  25th  April,  1852. 
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Are  Leech-Bites  Poisonous? 

1852,  March  14th. — On  coming  out  from  seeing  a 
patient,  there  being  ice  on  the  steps,  my  foot  slipped 
and  I  fell — and  in  the  effort  to  recover,  the  whole 
weight  of  the  body  came  on  my  hand,  and  the  force  of 
the  fall  was  felt  mainly  on  the  wrist,  producing  a  very 
severe  sprain.  The  shock  at  first,  for  a  few  minutes, 
was  almost  insupportable — the  use  of  the  wrist  and 
hand,  it  being  the  right,  was  gone.  The  pain,  except 
at  the  moment  of  the  accident,  had  never  been  very 
great,  being  mostly  of  an  uneasy,  dull,  aching  kind. 
There  was  no  swelling,  redness,  or  discoloration  the  first 
week,  simply  a  complete  inability  to  use  the  wrist  and 
hand,  with  a  disposition  to  shrink  back  in  the  effort,  as 
pain  was  the  invariable  result  of  the  slightest  motion. 

During  this  first  week,  cold  and  warm  applications 
were  frequently  used — both  seemed  to  benefit,  and  I 
could  scarcely  say  which  appeared  to  do  most  good, 
or  which  felt  the  most  pleasant;  there  being,  liow- 
.evcr,  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the  wrist,  especially 
in  the  effort  to  raise  anything,  to  remove  which  it  was 
determined  to  try  a  few  leeches,  and  four  were  applied 
to  the  back  of  the  wrist  about  11  o'clock  at  night. 
On  the  next  morning  the  wrist  was  swollen,  with  an 
intolerable  burning  heat,  and  considerable  redness. 
Thinking  that  probably  the  leeches  had  been  used  on 
some  one  else,  I  called  on  the  lcecher,  who  assured  me 
they  had  not ;  and  as  the  burning,  swelling,  and 
redness  were  so  extremely  unpleasant,  the  thought 
occurred,  that  probably  a  more  decided  leeching  was 
required,  and  eight  or  nine  more  were  therefore  ap- 
plied to  the  back  of  the  wrist  and  hand.  This  was  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  after  the  first  applica- 
tion ;  the  leeches  filled  well,  and  the  bleeding  after- 
wards encouraged  by  warm  water  and  poultices. 

The  burning  heat  was  not  relieved  in  the  least,  but 
on  the  contrary,  was  increased  ;  and  to  my  astonish- 
ment, the  next  morning  presented  my  hand  and  wrist, 
both  dorsal  and  palmar  surfaces,  swollen  about  twice 
their  usual  size,  tense,  and  elastic,  with  the  swelling 
extending  more  than  half  way  up  the  fore-arm,  and 
having  a  redness  which  was  clearly  that  of  Erysipelas. 
The  Tinct.  of  Iodine  being  freely  applied,  promptly 
reduced  both  swelling  and  Erysipelatous  redness,  with 
a  decided  relief  also  to  the  burning.  Where  the 
leeches  were  applied,  ugly  and  troublesome  sores  were 
produced,  while  on  other  parts  of  the  wrist  and  hand, 
where  there  were  no  leeches,  successive  crops  of  red, 
shining,  hard,  and  extremely  painful  pimples  first  made 
their  appearance,  which  soon  became  pointed  pustules, 
and  containing  a  hard  substance,  commonly  called  tlie 
core,  which  could  be  pressed  out.  There  were  a  great 
number  of  such  pustules,  of  all  sizes,  both  in  front  and 
back  of  the  wrist.  The  most  of  them  were  opened, 
the  rest  broke  of  themselves,  under  the  use  of  poul- 
tices, which  have  been  almost  constantly  applied  since 


their  appearance ;  and,  although  it  has  been  now  six 
months  since  the  accident,  these  pimples  and  pustules 
still  continue  to  appear,  though  they  always  come  in  a 
new  place. 

There  are  now,  while  writing,  but  three  or  four,  and 
these  give  evidence  of  soon  disappearing  under  the  use 
of  the  poultices,  which  are  still  kept  up. 

Being  able  to  write  a  little,  shows  the  returning  use 
of  both  wrist  and  fingers  ;  and  as  to  the  swelling  and 
redness,  these  have  all  disappeared. 

REMARKS. 

Froni  the  above  facts  the  question  placed  at  the 
head  of  this  article  is  asked,  whether  leech-bites  are 
poisonous  ?  And  whether  or  not  they  were  the  cause 
of  all  the  unpleasant  symptoms  which,  in  this  case, 
followed  their  application  ? 

An  accumulation  of  facts  may  answer  the  question  ; 
and  if  the  above  results  follow  only  in  few  cases  where 
leeches  are  applied,  these  few  are  certainly  of  sufficient 
interest  to  *.h  mand  investigation,  as  well  as  a  satis- 
factory solution. 

Hoping,  therefore,  that  the  more  enlarged  experience 
of  other-  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject;  all 
that  we  propose  at  the  present  time  is,  simply  to  give 
our  own  inferences  in  the  above  case,  which  may  or 
may  not  be  verified. 

It  is  well  known  that  leeches,  especially  in  cities,  are 
of  almost -universal  application;  and  though  gome  very 
highly  respectable  physicians  consider  them  poisonous 
and  not  to  be  trusted,  yet  the  great  majority  think  and 
act  otherwise. 

In  my  own  practice,  and  in  my  own  person,  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  usini;  them  without  any  apprehen- 
sions of  their  poisonous  tendency  ;  but  the  occurrence 
of  the  case  now  under  consideration  has  somewhat 
altered  my  views  in  reference  to  their  entire  safety. 

To  settle  this  question,  several  points  seem  neces- 
sary to  be  noticed,  as  the  constitution,  the  sprain,  and 
the  poison. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  persons  of  bad  constitu- 
tion, or  of  loose,  intemperate  habits,  may,  from  a  slight 
wound  or  fall,  have  the  most  violent  symptoms  pro- 
duced, which  under  opposite  conditions  of  system 
would  scarcely  be  noticed. 

In  the  present  case,  I  think  it  may  be  safely  said 
that  the  constitution  was  not  at  all  at  fault,  for  I  never 
was  in  better  health  in  my  life  than  when  the  accident 
occurred  ;  and  even  since  the  accident,  there  has  never 
been  anything  of  fever,  nor  any  general  disturbance  of 
the  system — nothing,  in  short,  except  the  local  symp- 
toms already  detailed. 

If  the  constitution  then  is  not  to  blame,  is  the  sprain 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  swelling,  heat,  Erysipelas, 
pustules,  and  ulcers  which  followed  1 

A  sprain  is  regarded  as  always  involving  a  moveable 
joint,  and  a  variety  of  structures  are  found  as  entering 
into  the  constitution  of  all  such  joints,  as  ligaments, 
sheaths,  bursce,  tendons,  &c.  According  to  Mr.  Listen,  a 


136 


THE  NEW-YORK 


sprain  consists  in  a  "  subluxation  or  partial  displace- 
ment of  a  joint,  with  stretching,  and  more  or  less  lace- 
ration of  the  articulating  apparatus."  Violent  pain  is 
said  to  immediately  occur,  with  rapid  swelling  and  dis- 
coloration, from  the  effusion  of  ruptured  vessels. 

Now,  in  my  own  case,  there  was  the  violent  pain, 
though  of  short  duration,  but  none  of  the  swelling  and 
discoloration,  as  already  stated,  not  for  a  week  after  the 
accident,  and  not  till  the  leeches  were  applied.  The 
brain  could  not  then,  according  to  Mr.  Liston's  defini- 
tion, account  for  all  the  symptoms  that  followed — 
unquestionably  the  ligaments  were  stretched,  and  if  the 
vessels  were  ruptured,  they  refused  for  a  week  to  pour 
out  any  fluid;  but  rupture  of  vessels  is  not  always 
necessary  to  account  for  effusions,  whether  of  blood, 
serum,  or  lymph. 

But  it  may  be  said,  the  sprain  was  not  of  sufficient 
magnitude  or  intensity  to  cause  immediate  swelling, 
and  therefore  lay  dormant,  as  it  were,  till  some  ex- 
citing cause,  such  as  the  leeches,  roused  its  violence 
into  action. 

Now  is  it  possible  that  a  shock  so  violent,  as  to  de- 
prive one  of  the  use  of  the  wrist  and  hand,  and  so  sen- 
sitive as  to  make  the  least  motion  painful  ;  is  it  pos- 
sible, we  say,  that  such  a  shock  could  be  smothered  for 
a  week,  and  its  violence  not  be  developed  till  the  appli- 
cation of  the  leeches,  if  the  sprain  or  injury  was  the 
sole  cause  of  all  the  disturbance  ? 

Why  the  leeches,  we  apprehend,  instead  of  being  an 
exciting  cause  to  such  a  state  of  things,  as  the  rousing 
the  smothered  inflammation  into  an  active  one,  on  the 
contrary  would  rather  extinguish,  or  aid  in  lessening 
what  inflammation  already  existed. 

If,  then,  neither  the  constitution  nor  the  sprain  are 
either  singly  or  in  combination,  sufficient  to  explain 
satisfactorily  the  unpleasant  symptoms  that  followed, 
we  are,  it  would  seem,  driven  by  necessity  to  charge 
the  same  upon  the  leeches,  and  in  their  imparting  a 
poison  at  the  time  of  their  application. 

But  a  question  here  meets  us  in  the  outset — Were 
these  leeches  poisonous  in  themselves,  or  did  they  de- 
rive their  poison  from  some  foreign  source  ?  As  for 
instance,  in  having  been  applied  previously  to  an  indi- 
vidual laboring  under  some  specific  form  of  disease  ? 
As  already  stated  the  leecher  affirms  they  had  never 
been  used  before ;  and  if  this  be  true,  we  must  then 
believe  that  they  possess  the  poison  within  themselves. 
And  if  so,  they  must  further,  necessarily,  possess  an 
apparatus  for  expelling  that  poison,  so  as  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  system. 

Now,  may  not  some  leeches  be  poisonous  and  others 
not  ?  As  we  find  among  snakes  that  some  have,  while 
others  have  not,  any  poison. 

But  there  is  still  a  difficulty  in  the  wav,  for  out  of 
the  same  batch  the  leecher  states,  others  have  been 
leeched  without  any  bad  consequences.  May  not  the 
1  eeches  that  were  poisonous  become  mixed  with  those 
that  were  not  ?  W.  R.  Handt. 

Baltimore,  May  1, 185a, 


Dr.  Shanks. 

[We  insert  the  following,  because  Dr.  S.  has  a  right 
to  be  heard.  But  he  must  be  aware  that  we  differ  in 
opinion  with  him  on  the  subject  of  Public  Dispensaries, 
which  we  regard  as  among  the  most  praiseworthy  and 
useful  of  public  charities.  Their  foundation  idea,  is 
the  obligation  to  relieve  and  heal  tha  diseases  of  the 
sick  poor,  without  fee  or  reward.  But  for  "Dispen- 
saries" this  work  would  devolve  upon  medical  men 
exclusively  ;  but  in  these  institutions,  public  benevo- 
lence combines  to  bear  a  part  of  the  burdens,  by  paying 
a  modicum  of  the  expenses.  Young  physicians  under- 
take the  labor  for  very  inadequate  remuneration  it  is 
true,  but  they  are  compensated  by  the  professional  im- 
provement derived  from  their  service,  while  the  sick 
poor  are  immeasurably  benefitted,  and  the  expenses  for 
medicines,  instruments,  &c.  are  borne  by  the  Trustees. 
We  submit  that  the  objections  to  the  College  cliniques, 
do  not  lie  against  the  Dispensaries,  the  cases  are  not 
parallel,  and  hence  the  analogy  attempted  is  illogical. 
The  abuses  to  which  the  Dispensaries  are  liable,  by  the 
impositions  practised  upon  them  by  persons  able  to 
pay,  are  to  be  deprecated,  and  the  Trustees  as  well  as 
the  physicians,  should  guard  against  such  perversion  of 
public  charities.] 

MEDICAL  REFORM,  COLLEGE  CLINIQUES,  AND 
PUBLIC  DISPENSARIES. 
D.  M.  Reese,  M.D. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  presumed  any  physician  who 
means  to  practise  medicine  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
for  himself  an  honorable  support,  has  a  right  which 
may  not  be  questioned,  to  at  least  glance  at  the  field  on 
which  alone  the  practice  of  his  profession  is  called  for, 
and  is  to  be  exercised.  And  if  to  his  dismay  he  should 
discover  in  this  field  of  all  his  future  hopes  and  pros- 
pects obstacles  to  his  success,  so  peculiar  in  themselves 
that,  whilst  they  are  introduced  by  the  guardians  of  our 
honorable  profession,  on  the  plea  of  indispensable  ne- 
cessity for  the  proper  instruction  of  the  student,  they 
at  the  same  time  effectually  close  the  only  door  through 
which  that  student,  when  he  becomes  the  physician, 
can  hope  to  enter  into  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
by  obtaining  a  case  for  which  to  prescribe  medically, 
or  upon  which  even  to  perform  the  simplest  operation 
in  surgery  ;  thus,  by  a  singular  paradox,  constituting 
the  means  supposed  to  be  necessary  for  the  better 
instruction  of  the  student,  such  as  by  operating  against 
bim  when  he  becomes  the  physician,  are  the  best 
calculated  to  cause  him  to  forget,  and  to  render  totally 
useless  to  him  all  his  previous  professional  acquirements. 
Nevertheless  it  may  happen  that  after  many  years 
struggling  against  the  formidable  obstacles  presented 
by  the  institutions  at  the  head  of  this  article,  the  phy- 
sician succeeds  in  obtaining  a  share  of  practice.  But 
it  is  only  now  he  becomes  possessed  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  wide-spread  and  extensive  pernicious  influence 
which  these  monstrous  gigantic  abuses  of  medical 
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practice  have  on  the  public  mind  ;  by  creating  the  dis- 
position evinced  amongst  almost  all  classes  in  the  com- 
munity, to  lower  the  value  and  the  worth  of  the  services, 
and  even  the  respectability  of  the  standing  of  the  well- 
educated  and  legally  practising  physician.  As  corro- 
borative of  the  fact,  he  finds  for  example  that  almost 
all,  or  at  least  a  majority  of  the  bills  which  he  presents 
for  collection  on  his  own  account,  are  either  not  paid 
at  all,  or,  if  paid,  it  is  not  without  a  grudge,  or  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  payer  that  it 
is  too  much,  and  altogether  out  of  proportion,  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  same  services  equal  at  least,  if 
not  superior  to  his  own,  can  be  had  by  anybody  merely 
for  the  asking  any  day  in  the  week,  and  almost  every 
hour  in  the  day.  Now  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  this, 
nor  is  it  a  fancy  sketch  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  sober 
iron-ribbed  reality.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
asked,  what  can  be  done  in  order  to  rescue  the  practice 
of  our  noble  profession  from  this  wholesale  degrada- 
tion ?  The  answer  is  obvious.  It  is  to  lop  off  or  to 
render  obnoxious  the  abuses  complained  of,  by  the 
adoption  of  all  medical  associations  throughout  the 
land,  of  the  late  noble  action  of  the  New-York  Aca- 
demv  of  Medicine.  However  unwilling  we  may  be  to 
open  our  eyes  to  look  upon  this  picture,  and  to  contem- 
plate it  in  all  its  relations  and  ultimate  effecis  upon  the 
condition,  the  prospects,  and  the  vital  interests  of  our 
assuming  conscientious  brother,  who  means  to  practice 
his  profession  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  for  his 
own  benefit  in  particular,  in  an  honorable  way.  How- 
ever deaf  we  may  become  to  remonstrances  based  on 
facts  and  on  justice,  against  abuses  so  apparent  that  he 
who  runs  may  read.  Of  one  thing  we  may  rest  as- 
sured, and  that  is,  unless  these  abuses  are  abated,  the 
young  man  of  education,  of  cultivated  tastes,  he 
whose  every  impulse  to  action  springs  from  that  whole- 
some refinement,  and  yet  delicacy  of  feeling  and  of 
sentiment  which  distinguish  the  gentleman,  when  the 
truth  is  made  known  to  him,  will  pause  ere  he  enters 
the  ranks  of  a  profession  whose  practice  has  become  so 
debased  and  degrading,  into  whose  hands  then  will 
fall,  if  it  is  not  now  falling,  the  practice  of  our  noble 
and  dignified  profession. '  Let  us  beware,  then,  Oh  !  I 
beseech  you,  let  us  beware  lest  by  countenancing  fla- 
grant medical  abuses,  such  as  we  now  deprecate,  we 
unconsciously  contribute  to  the  production  of  that  de 
solation  in  the  practical  field  of  our  glorious  profession, 
which  could  only  then  be  occupied  by  the  peacock  and 
the  vulture.  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Shanks. 

Academy  of  Medicine. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  this  body,  the  resignation  of 
his  fellowship,  was  tendered  by  Dr.  Valentine  Mott, 
I  Senior,  but  it  was  not  accepted.  Time  has  thus  been 
afforded  for  a  reconsideration  of  this  hasty  step,  by 
this  distinguished  fellow  of  the  Academy,  who  may 


have  been  prompted  thereto  by  bad  advisers.  The 
late  action  officially  taken  against  violations  of  the  Code 
of  Ethics  can  have  no  ex  post  facto  operation,  being 
designed  only  to  prevent  future  "  advertisements  offer- 
ing advice  gratis,"  on  the  part  of  any  regular  physician. 
Several  members  of  the  Academy  have  been  in  the 
same  category,  but  the  action  had  in  the  premises  will 
doubtless  "  reform  it  altogether,"  and  the  object  will 
be  effected  without  any  further  proceeding.  It  is  idle 
for  any  of  the  parties  to  leave  the  Academy  on  this 
account,  unless  they  intend  to  leave  the  profession. 
The  Academy  did  not  make  the  Code  of  Ethics — they 
only  declare  their  purpose  to  enforce  it  upon  every 
regular  physician  without  distinction,  so  far  as  their 
authority  or  influence  may  be  respected.  Nor  can  Dr. 
Mott  insist  upon  his  resignation„being  accepted,  without 
thus  separating  from  his  best  friends,  for  he  cannot 
find  greater  respect,  veneration,  or  admiration  of  his 
professional  character  or  talents  any  where  than  he  has 
in  the  New-York  Academy  of  Medicine,  who  would,  as 
heretofore,  delight  to  do  him  honor. 


A  Word  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

BY  J.  H.  S. 

Gentlemen  :  You  are  assembled  for  the  welfare  of 
the  entire  medical  profession  throughout  the  United 
States.  You  are  the  guardians,  and  the  only  ones,  of 
its  honor.  Permit  me,  with  laconic  brevity,  to  call 
your  attention  to  one  crying  evil,  Avhich  it  is  in  your 
power,  and  yours  alone,  to  remedy. 

I  allude  to  the  immense  number  of  unqualified  men 
who  are  yearly  crowded  into  the  already  overflowing 
ranks  of  medicine.  A  crisis  is  approaching  which  must 
be  met,  or  the  death-knell  of  your  own  respectability 
is  tolled.  Herds  of  the  most  ignorant  "  doctors  "  are 
annually  turned  loose,  like  locusts,  upon  the  commu- 
nity, destroying  the  lives  and  health  of  the  people,  and 
reducing  the  noble  science  of  medicine  to  a  trade — a 
barter  for  money. 

It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  one-fifth  of  the 
vast  multitude  thus  licensed  can  be  either  properly 
gifted  with  brain  or  properly  educated. 

Men  who  ordinarily  would  never  dream  of  engaging 
in  anything  but  mechanical  pursuits  are  fairly  entrapped 
into  our  profession  by  the  facilities  offered  for  entering 
it.  Lecture-terms  are  shortened,  fees  are  diminished, 
and  a  disgraceful  underbidding  is  practised  among 
many  of  our  institutions  to  entice  the  poor  innocent 
rustic  from  the  solid  comforts  and  real  respectability  of 
his  plough  or  anvil,  to  the  showy  misery  of  a  "  pro- 
fessional life."  Once  entered,  he  discovers  his  mistake 
too  late.  Having  swamped  his  slender  means,  he  is 
unable  respectably  to  leave  it,  and  thus  continues, 
dragging  on  a  precarious  existence,  a  burden  to  himself, 
a  curse  to  the  community,  and  a  foul  blot  upon  the 
profession.  This  is  not  an  overwrought  picture.  In 
alas  !  too  many  instances  it  is  literally  true.  How 
many  a  man  bitterly  curses  the  hour  he  entered  the 
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profession,  and  would  gladly  leave  it,  but  that  Ins  new- 
born pride  prevents  him  from  engaging  in  honest  labor. 

The  profession  is  deservedly  becoming  ridiculous  in 
the  eyes  of  the  community,  and  an  object  of  sarcasm 
for  the  microscopic  wit  of  the  feuilletonistes  of  the  day. 
Each  year  the  hundreds  (thousands,  I  might  say)  who 
issue  from  our  medical  institutions  with  their  "diplo- 
mas "  done  up  in  neat  tin  cases,  are  greeted  with  the 
derisive  shouts  of  an  intelligent  people.  It  is  now 
quite  a  good  joke  to  be  a  "  doctor,"  for  all  but  the 
unhappy  one  himself. 

%  ^out  two  thirds  of  the  graduates  are  open  sub- 
lets of  ridicule  to  the  remaining  third:  English  ortho- 
graphy and  etymology  are  despised  among  the  majo- 
rity, and  syntax  is  accounted  an  unclean  thing. 

Of  their  distinctively  professional  knowledge,  the 
following  is  a  fair  sample :  Sometime  ago,  a  medical 
student  in  a  dissecting-room  in  was  in  a  morali- 
zing mood.  Lifting  up  a  skull,  he  contemplated  the 
foramen  magnum  occipitis  for  some  time  very  pen- 
sively, and  at  last  heaved  a  deep  sigh,  and,  as  if  deeply 
impressed  with  the  mutability  of  human  affairs,  ex- 
claimed, "  Ah,  how  much  good  bread  and  cheese  has 
passed  through  there  in  its  time  ! !  ! It  is  unneces- 
sary to  add  that  he  graduated  that  spring.  Such  are 
some  of  the  men  who  represent  our  profession  !  Shade 
of  Hunter  ;  manes  of  the  immortal  Abernethy  ;  spirit 
of Physick,  hear!  Can  nothing  be  done;  will  nothing 
be  done  to  check  this  avalanche  ]  Much  can  be  done, 
but  will  it  ?  A  recommendation  from  your  Associa- 
tion to  the  different  medical  schools  in  our  Union,  to 
relinquish  all  right  and  power  of  granting  diplomas 
would  probably  be  heard  and  attended  to.  State  ex- 
amining committees  could  then  be  appointed  by  the 
State  societies,  and  none  allowed  to  graduate  who 
were  not  well  prepared,  All  competition  of  schools 
would  thus  be  avoided,  and  fairness  and  justice  only 
consulted  in  the  granting  of  licenses.  We  have  not 
too  many  schools  ;  there  cannot  be  too  many,  provided 
they  have  no  power  to  grant  diplomas  where  they  are 


Miscellaneous  Xtems. 

The  medical  society  of  Virginia  have  unanimously 
adopted  a  memorial  to  the  legislature,  now  in  session, 
for  a  Law  separating  the  teaching  from  the  licensing 
power,  by  the  appointment  of  a  State  Board  of  Ex- 


aminers, consisting  of  seven  physicians,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor  out  of  twelve  who  are  to  be  nominated 
by  the  State  Medical  Society.  The  subject  is  now 
before  the  Senate  of  the  State,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  success.  In  this  event  we  shall  publish 
its  details,  which  have  been  well  considered.  Similar 
enactments  in  every  state  will  doubtless  be  sought  by 
the  profession,  who  are  awaking  to  feel  their  necessity. 

The  state  Medical  Society  of  Georgia  met  at  Au- 
gusta April  14th,  when  Dr.  A.  Means,  of  Oxford,  was 
chosen  President  for  the  ensuing  year.  Forty-four 
new  members  were  added,  making  the  aggregate  152. 
The  Society  seems  to  be  in  a  vigorous  and  flourishing 
condition. 

A  new  medical  Journal  is  issued  by  Dr.  F.  A.  Ram- 
sey, of  Knoxville,  Ten.  It  is  called  the  East  Tenessa 
Reeord  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  The  first  number 
promises  well. 

The  N.  J.  Medical  Reporter  says  "Two  persons 
have  recently  lost  their  lives  while  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform  ;  twenty  and  more  have  as  recently  been 
sacrificed  by  casualties  on  public  conveyances." 

Dr.  Paul,  of  Trenton,  has  lately  read  an  able  paper 
before  the  Mercer  Co.  Medical  Society,  N.  J.  on  the 
Medicinal  Disinfecting,  and  Dietetic  properties  of  Cof- 
fee.   It  appears  in  the  Med.  Reporter. 

Dr.  Pratt,  of  Baltimore,  reports  in  the  Amer.  Med. 
Journal,  cases  of  delirium  tremens,  successfully  treated 
by  the  internal  use  of  Chloroform  in  3  doses.  It  was 
given  in  combination  with  the  usual  antispasmodic 
draughts. 

Dr.  Watson,  of  Glasgow,  reports  success  in  treating 
hooping  cough,  by  applying  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the 
pharyngeal  and  laryngeal  surfaces. 

Professor  Patterson  strongly  recommends  the  Sul- 
phate of  Bebeerine  in  Intermittents.  Dose  to  an  adult 
10  or  12  grains,  in  divided  doses,  during  the  apyrexia. 

Professor  Dunglison's  clinical  lecture  upon  Cardiac 
diseases,  is  reported  in  the  last  number  of  the  Medical 
Examiner.  'It  is  sound,  practical,  and  discriminating, 
and  we  regret  that  our  limits  forbid  its  insertion  at 
length.   We  hope  to  find  room  for  an  abstract  shortly. 


Medical  Classes,  Session  1851—52, 

Kentucky  School  of  Medicine      -       -       -  1 12 

Medical  School  of  Harvard  University  -       -  126 

Memphis  Medical  College    -       -       -       -  52 

University  of  Maryland        -       -       -       -  163 

Medical  Graduates  1852. 

Kentucky  School  of  Medicine       ...  27 

Medical  School  of  Harvard  University  -       -  38 

Memphis  Medical  College     -       -       -       -  16 

University  of  Pennsylvania  -       -       -       -  166 

Pennsylvania  Medical  College      ...  33 

Philadelphia  Medical  College       ...  73 

University  of  Maryland       -       •       -       -  47 


interested  as  graduating  as  many  as  possible.  But  the 
educating  and  licensing  power  should  be  vested  in  dif- 
ferent bodies. 

This  I  firmly  believe  to  be  the  only  true  method  to 
rescue  our  profession  from  its  hazardous  situation. 

If  I  have  been  blunt  and  coarse  in  my  mode  of  ex- 
pression, pardon  me.  I  have  the  deepest  reverence  foi 
those  "grand  old  masters,"  whose  teachings  I  have 
ever  listened  to  with  pleasure  and  profit ;  and  feel  con- 
fident that  all  of  them  would  delight  to  see  their  insti- 
tutions thus  placed  far  above  the  aspersions  of  malice, 

Or  the  ridicule  of  the  Vulgar.  N.  J.  Medical  Reporter. 
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Large   Doses  of  Opium. 

[The  Western  Lancet  thus  criticizes  a  late  case  of 
Herculean  practice.] 

Dr.  William  Kelly,  resident  physician  to  Blackwell's 
Island  Hospital,  New- York,  reports  a  case  of  puerperal 
fever  treated  with  heroic  doses  of  opium,  which  may 
stagger  the  faith  of  our  readers.  The  treatment  occu- 
pied a  period  of  nine  days,  during  which  time  the 
patient  took  hy  the  mouth  eighty-four  grains  of  morphia, 
and  seventy  grains  of  opium!  which  would  give  an 
average  of  more  than  nine  grains  of  morphia,  and  eight 
of  opium,  daily!  But  this  large  aggregate  was  not 
equally  distributed  throughout  the  nine  days,  for  the 
writer  states  that  for  six  days  she  took  twelve  grains  of 
morphia,  daily.  And  we  are  informed  that  the  result 
was  most  satisfactory;  the  medicine  produced  only 
semi-narcotism  for  twelve  hours  ;  the  kidneys  performed 
their  office  as  usual ;  the  bowels  were  kept  relaxed,  and 
no  function  seemed  to  be  injuriously  affected. 

This  statement  awakens  several  reflections.  On  the 
assumption  that  the  report  is  literally  correct,  (which  we 
have  no  reason  to  doubt,)  we  are  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  some  unusual  modifying  cause  was  in  operation. 
We  are  free  to  confess  that  we  believe  it  impossible  to 
administer  twelve  grains  of  morphia  a  day,  for  six 
consecutive  days,  to  persons  possessing  the  ordinary 
susceptibilities  to  the  effects  of  this  agent,  without 
producing  fatal  results.  How,  then,  are  we  to  explain 
the  beneficial  effects  of  this  enormous  dosing  with 
opium  ?  The  following  solutions  to  this  question  may 
be  mentioned,  without,  however,  attaching  great  im- 
portance to  either : 

1.  Can  the  system  acquire  such  a  degree  of  tolerance 
(as  is  the  case  with  tartar  emetic)  that  heroic  doses  can 
be  given  with  impunity  ? 

2.  Is  it  possible  that  the  function  of  absorption  was 
so  much  depressed  that  the  medicine  was  uot  taken  into 
the  circulation,  and  passed  off  by  the  alimentary  canal, 
comparatively  inert? 

3.  Was  there  a  peculiar  insusceptibility — an  idiosyn- 
crasy—which resisted  the  effects  of  the  remedy  ? 

We  confess  to  an  inability  to  explain  satisfactorily 
this  extraordinary  case ;  but  (admitting  the  facts  to  be 
undoubted,  and  the  medicine  pure)  we  incline  to  adopt 
the  third  conjecture.  It  is  quite  certain  that  this  case 
will  not  be  a  safe  precedent  for  the  guidance  of  the 
practitioner.  It  must  be  regarded  as  constituting  a 
remarkable  exception  to  a  general  rule. 


Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. 

We  learn  with  pleasure  that  Dr.  Worthington 
Hooker,  of  Norwich,  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair 
of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  ia  this  school,  in  place 
of  Dr.  Eli  Ives,  transferred  to  the-  chair  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics.  Dr.  Hooker  is  a  gentleman 
of  highly  cultivated  mind,  of  sound  judgment,  of  very 
enlightened  views,  and  his  appointment  will  add  strength 
to  the  school. 


(From  the  Western  Lancet] 
Homoeopathy  Sanctified. 

Those  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the  dog- 
mas of  Hahnemann,  and  likewise  to  follow  the  scintilla- 
tions of  light  shed  forth  by  his  numerous  commentators, 
cannot  have  failed  to  observe,  that  there  was  a  deep 
!  mystery  involved  in  this  vaunted  system  of  therapeutics, 
j  The  rays  of  light  cease  to  be  a  mysterious  compound  of 
seven  colors,  because  the  prism  demonstrates  the  fact ; 
the  laws  of  chemical  affinity  no  longer  challenge  the 
incredulity  of  the  student,  for  they  admit  of  mathemati- 
cal demonstration  ;  the  hidden  character  of  many  forms 
of  morbid  action  have  been  freely  elucidated  by  the 
agency  of  the  crucible,  the  microscope,  and  the  scalpel. 
But  for  Homoeopathy — that  inscrutable  conglomeration 
of  truth  and  falsehood,  demonstrable  facts  and  incom- 
1  prehensible  transcendentalism — for  this  scientific  fable, 
,  there  was  no  elucidation,  no  demonstration.    It  rose 
|  into  the  pure  ether  of  idealism,  and  no  power  of  the 
prism,  the  crucible,  the  microscope,  or  the  scalpel,  could 
dispel  the  deep  and  impenetrable  veil  which  hung 
over  it. 

This  state  of  darkness,  however,  we  are  pleased  to 
say,  is  fast  receding.  Two  lights  have  recently  gleamed 
upon  the  night  of  mystery;  one  rises  with  meteoric 
suddenness  from  the  glowing  clime  of  the  Brazilian 
Capital,  while  the  other  comes  from  an  English  Rector, 
;  preaching  to  a  wondering  audience  in  the  busy  mart  of 
1  Old  'Change,  Cheapside. 

It  appears  that  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann  had 
|  fixed  on  the  thriving  city  of  Rio  Janeiro  as  the  head- 
i  quarters  of  Homoeopathy,  whence  was  to  radiate  light 
j  for  the  whole  world.  For  a  time,  however,  matters 
;  went  badly  with  infinitesimals,  until  an  extraordinary 
j  event  occurred  which' was  to  mark  a  new  era  in  the 
!  progress  of  homoeopathy,  and,  indeed,  to  herald  the 
|  regeneration  of  the  world. 

The  hejr-apparent  to  the  Brazilian  throne,  the  Prince 
Alphonso,  died,  it  is  alleged,  of  a  consumptive  com- 
plaint, and  under  the  care  of  legitimate  medicine.  It 
!  was  declared,  also,  that  the  consumption  was  contracted 
!  from  a  tuberculous  nurse,  against  whose  employment 
the  homoeopaths  had  protested.    This  idle  tale  should 
|  excite  only  a  smile  of  derision,  but  it  appears  that  the 
S  homoeopaths  managed  to  turn  it  to  a  better  account. 
|  They  saw  in  this  event  a  miraculous  interposition  of 
i  Providence  to  arrest  the  work  of  so-called  allopathy, 
J  and  to  regenerate  the  world !    It  was  also  discovered 
that  Hahnemann  was  an  inspired  discoverer;  but  that 
the  blessings  which  Providence  designed  to  impart, 
through  him,  required  the  agency  of  an  expiatory 
sacrifice,  and  that  the  Brazilian  Prince  was  the  victim 
selected  for  the  great  act  of  propitiation!!    This  was 
enough.    The  blood  of  the  victim  cried  aloud  for  ven- 
geance, and  forthwith  the  Government  authorized  the 
establishment  of  a  "  School  of  '  Pure  Homoeopathy,'  " 
which  was  empowered  to  license  homoeopathic  practi- 
tioners. 

'       At  the  first  graduation,  we  are  informed  that  the 
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ceremonies  were  conducted  with  great  formality  and 
solemnity.  Tlie  following  extract  from  the  proceedings 
will  sufficiently  attest  its  farcical  character : 

"  On  the  second  of  July,  1849,  at  five  in  the  after- 
noon, fifty-four  members  of  the  Homoeopathic  Institute 
met  in  an  apartment,  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  hung 
with  poppy-colored  damask,  bordered  Avith  lace  fringe 
and  gold  and  silver  ornaments,  and  relieved  with  fes- 
toons of  natural  and  artificial  flowers ;  above  the  seat 
of  honor  being  a  portrait  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  Don 
Pedro  II.  having  at  his  right  hand  a  portrait  of  Hahne- 
mann, &c. 

"  At  this  moment,  Dr.  Mure,  Dr.  Martins,  Dr. 
Figueiredo,  &c.  took  each  from  the  bureau,  and  hung 
around  their  necks  a  white  ribbon  with  two  love  knots; 
the  color,  as  a  symbol  of  purity  of  intention  ;  the  form, 
to  denote  the  circle  of  human  knowledge ;  and  the 
knots,  to  signify  the  union  of  men  on  earth  with  one 
another,  and  with  '  God  in  heaven.'  " 

In  due  time,  and  as  a  part  of  the  imposing  ceremo- 
nials, the  candidates  for  the  honors  of  the  homoeopathic 
school  took  a  long  oath,  binding  themselves,  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  believe 
entirely  and  exclusively  in  "  pure  homoeopathy." 
"Whereupon  Dr.  Mure,  in  the  name  of  Hahnemann, 
(whom  he  styles  "  messenger  of  heaven")  declared  the 
candidates  fit  to  exercise  the  new  art. 

In  addition  to  these  proceedings,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Government  delivered  an  address  in  commemoration 
of  the  death  of  Prince  Alphonso,  wherein  he  declares 
the  old  system  of  medicine  to  have  been  given  up  to 
Hippocratic  and  Graeco-Roman  tradition,  and  that  it 
remained  Pagan  and  material  until  Hahnemann,  "  the 
most  inspired  of  discoverers,"  made  his  advent. 
"Through  him,  Christian  science  became  universal,  and 
the  redemption  descended  from  the  dominion  of  senti- 
ment to  that  of  ideas  and  intelligence."  But  mere 
logical  conception  could  effect  nothing  with-man ;  there 
must  be  a  victim  ;  God  willed  that  this  expiatory  victim 
should  be  born  on  the  steps  of  the  throne. 

"  A  peal  of  thunder  betokened  the  birth  of  him 
elected  by  God  for  this  great  mission ;  and  three  days 
of  fairest  sunshine  heralded  his  return  to  his  heavenly 
abode.  Nature,  who  mourns  for  the  woes  of  humanity, 
saluted  with  all  her  splendor  a  death  apparently  so 
deplorable,  and,  nevertheless,  as  salutary  here  below, 
as  it  is  precious  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

"  It  would  appear  that  man  can  return  to  good  only 
through  an  excess  of  evil.  In  order  that  the  human 
race  should  renounce  the  worship  of  false  gods,  nothing 
less  would  serve  than  a  Deicide.  By  a  Regicide  allo- 
pathy was  herself  to  indicate  her  last  hour,  and  show 
to  all  Brazil  the  monstrous  consequences  of  her  mis- 
chievous endeavors. 

"  Nothing  could  prevail  against  the  efforts  of  the 
Most  High.  The  Prince  Alphonso  was  destined  to 
perish,  and  we  to  bear  witness  to  his  death,  in  order 


that  it  might  prove  more  useful  to  the  world  than  has 
been  the  life  of  the  greatest  monarch. 

"  The  Prince  Alphonso  has  fulfilled,  in  our  eyes,  a 
most  providential  mission." 

The  blasphemy  of  this  impudent  Brazilian  Secretary 
might  have  passed  unheeded,  were  it  not  that  nearly 
identical  doctrines  have  recently  been  announced  from 
the  English  pulpit.  On  the  ninth  of  April,  1851,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  R.  Everest,  Rector  of  Wickwar,  preached 
a  sermon  in  the  church  of  St.  Augustine,  Old  'Change, 
Cheapside,  in  aid  of  the  Hahnemann  Hospital  of 
London,  in  which  the  spiritual  or  religious  relations  of 
homoeopathy  are  distinctly  set  forth.*  This  reverend 
priest-physician  has  discovered  that  the  ancient  Jewish 
leprosy  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  homoeopathic 
Diathesis  Psorica,  which,  according  to  the  Hahnemann 
system,  is  the  cause  of  all  diseases.  The  itch  contami- 
nation, the  Rector  of  Wickwar  thinks,  is  the  great 
primeval  physical  curse,  or  the  source  of  all  disease, 
inflicted  on  man  at  his  fall ;  and  that  homoeopathy  is 
capable  of  cleansing  the  system  of  this  contamination, 
after  which  man  can  be  fully  regenerated,  not  only 
physically,  but  likewise  morally.  But  in  order  to 
accomplish  this  great  moral  and  physical  regeneration, 
the  work  must  commence  during  infancy,  if  not  before 
birth  !    He  says  : 

"  So  soon,  therefore,  as  the  infant  opens  his  eyes  on 
the  light,  (if  not  before,)  so  soon  does  the  medicine  of 
love  begin  its  efforts  to  bring  about  harmony  in  the 
internal  mechanism.  *  *  *  *  The  first  care  of 
parents  is,  by  proper  dynamic  medicines,  to  eradicate 
all  those  psoric  tendencies  which  cause  or  increase  all 
our  aches,  pains,  ill-tempers,  obstinacies,  rebellions, 
cachexies,  and  all  chronic  diseases. 

"And  when  you  have  brought  about  this  sort  of 
education — that  is  to  say,  when  you  have  fulfilled  vour 
Redeemer'* instructions,  and  first  healed  the  sick,  and 
cleansed  the  lepers,  and  then  preached  the  Gospel  to 
them,  the  great  Social  Problem  which  has  puzzled  so 
many  generations,  and  this  one  most  of  all,  is  solved. 
*  *  *  It  is  your  beating  and  scolding,  your  alcohol 
and  mercury,  your  bad  systems,  bad  medicines,  bad 
teaching,  and  .bad  training,  that  make  of  the  uncleansed 
leper  and  unhealed  man  your  no-Christian,  or  your 
Christian  so  very  unlike  Christ — that  plunge  mankind 
into  every  eccentricity,  extravagance  and  excess.  *  * 
When  the  old  system  (of  medicine)  shall  have  quite 
vanished  from  the  earth,  and  the  new  one  shall  be 
established,  then,  for  the  first  lime,  will  the  Gospel  of 
the  kingdom  of  Grace  be  preached  as  Jesus  ordered  it 
to  be  preached,  and  received  as  God  intended  it  to  be 
received." 

We  might  permit  all  the  declarations  of  the  Brazi- 
lian School  of  "Pure  Homoeopathy,"  and  the  effusion 
of  the  Rector  of  Wickwar,  to  pass  as  mingled  nonsense 
and  fanatical  blasphemy  of  a  few  simple-minded  or 
designing  persons,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the 
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Homoeopaths  of  Eugland  fully  endorse  these  monstrous 
assumptions.  The  "  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy  " 
introduces  the  Rio  Janeiro  man  as  the  "Apostle  of 
Homoeopathy ;"  and  at  a  dinner  given  in  aid  of  the 
Hahnemann  Hospital,  the  sermon  of  the  Rector  of 
Wickwar  was  bailed  as  a  "giant  addition  to  homoeopa- 
thic literature."  And  the  "  Homoeopathic  Times  " 
declares  of  this  sermon,  that  it  showed  how  the  taint  of 
sin  and  leprosy  is  in  our  bodies  ;  that  homoeopathy  is 
not  only  a  good  work,  but  a  holy  task. 

All  doubt  in  regard  to  the  truth  of  homoeopathy 
must  now  cease.  Uncleansed  and  itch-contaminated 
materialism  cannot  appreciate  its  purity  and  truth  ;  but, 
with  the  faith  of  religious  confidence,  all  mankind  must 
acknowledge  its  divine  origin,  and  bow  in  reverential 
obedience  to  its  regenerating  influences. 

Here  is  a  grand  field  for  imposture.    The  Brazilian 
Apostle  finds  a  ready  echo  from  the  English  pulpit  ; 
and  will  not  the  land  of  Mormonism  and  spiritualized 
homoeopathy  join  in  the  song  of  the  itch-redeemed 
throng,  and  swell  the  anthem  from  hill  to  hill  and  from 
valley  to  valley,  until  the  hosts  of  American  lepers  shall 
be  washed  from  all  psoric  tendencies?    Here  will  be  j 
found  a  field  for  the  priest-physician  more  fertile  than  ! 
credulity  has  yet  afforded  ;  and  we  are  greatly  mistaken  j 
if  it  is  not,  ere  long,  fully  cultivated. 


The   Patent  Medicine  Hospital. 

The  subjoined  advertisement  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  attention  of  the  nobility,  gentry  and 
clergy  who  patronize  the  homoeopathic  hospital,  and 
homoeopathy  and  homceopathists  at  large ;  and  who 
might  just  as  well  patronize  an  hospital  conducted  on 
the  principles  of  patent  medicines  : 

The  philanthropic  gentlemen  who  wish  to  purchase 

Dr.  G  -'s  Miraculous  Recipe,  (and  make  a  fortune  by 

establishing  the  health  of  the  people,)  can  be  introduced 
to  hundreds,  who,  after  being  given  up  for  death  by 
their  medical  attendants,  are  now  one,  two,  three,  and 
four  stones  heavier,  although  physicked  powerfully 
every  day  during  their  being  cured,  and  using  from  ten  \ 
to  forty  pills  each  dose.    For  particulars  apply  to  Dr.  ; 

G          and  Sons,  at    street,  Glasgow,  where  1 

they  give  free  advice  to  their  patients. 

Messrs.  N  ,  G  ,  agents  for  Edinburgh ;  more  j 

of  whom  are  wanted  at  home  and  abroad. 

Here  is  a  chance  for  the  "  philanthropic  gentlemen  " 
and  ladies,  to  whom  we  appeal.  Let  them  not  pooh- 
pooh  us  with  the  put-off  that  Dr.  G          is  a  quack. 

What  right  have  they  to  call  him  so  1  Have  they  ever 
tested  the  powers  of  his  "  Miraculous  Recipe  1"  Was 
not  Galileo  scouted  and  persecuted,  from  prejudice, 
without  investigation  ?  Ditto  Columbus  ?  &c.  <fec.  If 
infinitesimal  globules  are  not  too  difficult  for  their  de- 
glutition, why  should  they  refuse  to  swallow  G~  's 

pills — ay,  by  forties  at  a  dose  ?  Dr.  G  's  preten- 
sions may  be  inconsistent  with  homoeopathy.  But  then, 
homoeopathy  is  inconsistent  with  physiological,  patho- 


'  logical,  therapeutical  and  pharmaceutical  -  facts.  If 
|  Punch  is  wrong  in  stating  this,  the  nobility,  gentry  and 
j  clergy  above  alluded  to  do  not  know  that  he  is  not 
right.    They  have  never  studied  the  laws  of  health  and 
disease.    What  do  these  duchesses  and  other  persons 
j  of  quality  of  either  gender  know  about  the  science  of 
I  medicine  ?    Yet  they  think  no  geese  of  themselves  for 
forming  an  opinion  on  that  subject,  into  which  they 
have  not  inquired,  in  opposition  to  the  judgment  of 
those  who  have  made  its  study  the  business  of  their 
lives.    Personal  recovery,  after  recourse  to  an  alleged 
|  remedy,  without  reference  to  the  question  of  post  hoc  or 
|  propter  hoc,  is  sufficient  for  them.    Then  why  not  try 

I  G  's  pills  ?    They  will  not  take  upon  themselves 

j  more  decidedly  than  they  do  at  present  to  contradict 
the  Colleges  of  both  Physicians  and  Surgeons  ;  both  of 
which  bodies,  by  patronizing  homoeopathy,  they  virtu- 
ally declare  themselves  to  regard  as  composed  of  block- 
heads or  impostors.    By  alLrneans,  then,  let  them  do 

the  same  justice  to  Dr.  G          that  they  do  to  Dr. 

Globules,  and  that  the  scientific  and  enlightened  Earl 
of  Halloway  did  to  Professor  Aldborough. 

runch,  January  24, 1852. 


Medical   Students,   Session  1851-32. 

Massachusetts  Medical  College,     -       -       -  126 

Medical  Department,  University  of  Louisiana,  186 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  506 

Starling  Medical  College,     -       -       -       -  146 

Medical  College  of  Ohio,  151 


Medical   Graduates  in  1852, 

University  of  Buffalo,   20 

Jefferson  Medical  College,    ....  228 

University  of  the  City  of  New-York,  98 

Starling  Medical  College,     ....  35 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  59 

Medical  College  of  Ohio,       ....  44 


[From  the  Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society.] 
Vital   Statistics   ol   the   City   of  Brooklyn. 

BY  CHARLES  S.  J.  GOODRICH,  It,  D. 

At  the  annual  session  of  the  Society  in  February, 
1850,  the  undersigned,  as  health  officer  of  Brooklyn, 
reported,  in  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  Society, 
the  mortality  in  the  city  for  the  then  preceding  three 
years,  viz. : 

Deaths  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1848,    .    .  1,777 
*  "  "      1849,    .    .  2,095 

"  "  "  "       1850,    .    .  3,052 

Since  then,  the  deaths  for  the  year  ending 

Jan.  1,  1851,  were  ....  2,055 
Since  then,  the  deaths  for  the  year  ending 

Jan.  1,  1852,  were  ....  2,858 
as  follows,  viz. : 
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1850* 

Males. 

Females, 

Adults. 

Children. 

Total. 

January, 

.  102 

130 

119 

113 

232 

February,  . 

81 

/  I 

83 

69 

152 

March,  . 

81 

97 

82 

97 

179 

April,    .  . 

.  105 

65 

73 

oT 

y  / 

170 

May, .    .  . 

82 

61 

61 

CO 

Oi 

liO 

June,     .  . 

.  87 

71 

79 

•in 

158 

July,     .  . 

.  86 

82 

61 

107 

168 

August, 

.  147 

88 

62 

173 

235 

September, 

.  106 

78 

76 

108 

184 

October, 

.  58 

67 

62 

63 

125 

November,  . 

.  104 

83 

89 

98 

187 

December,  . 

.  58 

64 

49 

73 

122 

Total,  .  . 

1098 

957 

896 

1159 

2055 

For  the  year  1851, 

is  follows, 

viz. : 

Males. 

Females. 

Adults. 

Children. 

Total. 

January, 

.  ,97 

78 

58 

117 

175 

February,  . 

.  102 

102 

63 

141 

204 

March,  . 

.  98 

87 

76 

109 

185 

April,    .  . 

.  103 

105 

0  / 

141 

208 

May,      .  . 

.  98 

96 

76 

118 

194 

June,     .  . 

.  109 

99 

70 

136 

206 

July,     .  . 

.  162 

128 

79 

211 

290 

August,  . 

.  155 

144 

65 

234 

299 

September, 

.  140 

122 

78 

184 

262 

October, 

.  153 

155 

89 

219 

308 

November,  . 

.  144 

118 

82 

170 

262 

December,  . 

.  137 

128 

92 

1 73 

265 

Total,  . 

1496 

1362 

895 

1963 

2858 

The  Society  will  observe  the  great  disparity  in  the 
number  of  deaths  for  the  years  1849  and  1850. 

There  are  two  or  three  reasons  for  this.  The  epi- 
demic cholera  prevailed  in  1849,  and  this  alone  caused 
the  death  of  650  individuals.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
general  fact  obtains  in  this  case,  that  is  noted  by  all 
close  observers,  viz.  that  the  year  succeeding  the  pre- 
valence of  an  epidemic  is  usually  one  of  remarkably 
healthy  character  in  any  city  or  locality.  This  is  mainly 
attributable  undoubtedly  to  the  recent  removal  of  a  mass 
of  debilitated,  diseased,  and  susceptible  material,  on 
which  especially  an  epidemic  feeds.  I  ought  also,  in 
this  connexion,  to  say,  that  although  the  statistics  here- 
with given  are  a  transcript  of  the  records  of  the  health 
officer  of  the  last  two  years,  I  cannot  vouch  for  their 
entire  correctness.  The  city  authorities,  in  then-  mis- 
placed economy  and  wisdom,  have  so  curtailed  and 
restricted  the  officer,  and  divided  his  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities, that  the  records  are  necessarily  more  or  less 
imperfect.  With  due  deference,  I  would  suggest  that 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  should  by  law  oblige  the 
municipal  authorities  of  our  towns  and  cities  to  secure, 
at  any  reasonable  expense,  an  accurate  and  reliable 
record  of  the  vital  statistics  of  their  several  localities. 
The  way  and  means  are  very  simple.  Let  them  employ 
a  competent  medical  officer,  and  pay  him  as  they  pay  I 


other  professional  service.  The  legal  profession  are 
paid  liberally  for  causing  and  continuing  a  quarrel  for 
mere  dollars  and  cents ;  but  our  profession,  for  services 
vital,  salutary,  and  of  permanent  and  enduring  good  to 
the  community  and  posterity,  are  begrudged  all  beyond 
the  reward  of  ordinary  daily  physical  toil. 

Brooklyn  has  a  population  of  115,000  souls.  The 
ratio  of  deaths  to  population,  therefore,  is  less  than  1  in 
40.  This  indicates  a  healthful  and  inviting  condition  of 
things  in  our  city,  and  thousands  are  every  year  availing 
themselves  of  the  proffered  advantages  and  immunities. 

Chas.  S.  J.  Goodrich,  M.  D. 


Semi-Annual   Meeting  of  the   New-York  State 
Medical  Society. 

I  Resolved,  That  the  next  semi-annual  meeting  be 
held  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  June,  1852,  at  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  at  11,  A.  M. 

Officers  of  New-York  State  Medical   Society.  ie52. 
Dr.  Alokzo  Clark,  President. 

Jenks  S.  Spragi-e,  Vice-President. 

Thomas  Hun,  Secretary. 

Peter  Van  O'Linda,  Treasurer. 

CENSORS  SOUTHERN  DISTRICT. 

Dr.  John'C.  Cheeseman,         Dr.  C.  S.  J.  Goodrich. 
Wm.  C.  Rockwell, 

MIDDLE  DISTRICT. 

Dr.  John  McCafl,  Dr.  Benj.  E.  Bowen. 

Augustus  Willard. 

EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

Dr.  Barent  P.  Staats,  Dr.  Thos.  C.  Brinsmade. 

T.  Romeyn  Beck, 

WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Dr.  Alexander  Thompson,       Dr.  Geo.  N.  Burwell. 
Maltby  Strong, 

Dr.  Stewart  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  carried  : 

Whereas,  A  memorial  from  the  New-York  Academy 
of  Medicine,  as  is  understood,  is  about  to  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  requesting  that  body  to 
give  to  hospitals  the  power  of  conferring  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  is  ojyposed  to  such  action 
of  the  Legislature. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Spencer, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  censors  of  this  Society,  of 
the  several  districts,  be  a  committee  to  visit  and  attend 
the  examination  of  the  various  medical  colleges  of  their 
several  districts,  in  the  examination  of  the  candidates 
for  graduation. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  requested  to  send 
a  certified  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  the  medical 
colleges  in  the  State. 

Adjourned. 
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British  and  Foreign  Mcdico-Chirursical  Review. 

Our  profession  in  America  are  still  indebted  to 
Messrs.  S.  S.  <fe  W.  Wood,  for  the  serial  republication 
of  this  standard  periodical.  The  last  number  is  lich 
in  every  department,  but  we  have  room  only  for  a  few 
items,  of  which  we  avail  ourselves,  and  which  may 
serve  to  bespeak  for  this  truly  and  valuable  quarterly, 
the  increased  patronage  it  deserves.  We  are  pleased 
to  observe  that  American  authors,  books,  pamphlets, 
periodicals,  &c.  and  the  contributions  of  our  country- 
men to  the  practice,  as  well  as  to  the  literature  of  the 
profession,  have  begun  to  attract  the  attention  and  con- 
strain the  homage  of  our  British  brethren,  as  the  con- 
tents of  this  number  abundantly  testifies. 

Among  the  American  publications  honored  with  a 
review  in  the  last  issue  of  this  work  we  find  the  follow- 
ing, viz. 

Massachusetts  Report  of  a  general  plan  for  the 
promotion  of  public  and  personal  Health,  18S0. 

Report  to  the  American  Medical  Association  on 
Public  Hygeine,  by  their  committee. 

Dr.  Fenner's  Southern  Medical  Reports. 

Dr.  Channing's  treatise  on  Etherization. 

American  edition  of  Dr.  Simpson  on  Ancesthesia. 

Dr.  Flag's  work  on  Ether  and  Chloroform. 

Dr.  Witgstaff,  (an  American  in  London,)  on  Topical 
Medication  in  diseases  of  the  Throat. 

From  American  periodicals  we  find  the  following 
extracts,  viz. 

Dr.  Neill  on  the  African  Cranium. 

Dr.  Boling  on  Tartar  Emetic  in  Pneumonia. 

Dr.  Hays  on  Amaurosis  and  Bright's  disease. 

Dr.  Morehead  on  Delirium  Tremens. 

Dr.  Baskin  on  Cardiac  Polypus. 

Dr.  Osborne  on  Mai  irious  diseases. 

Prof.  Pancoast  on  Lithotrity. 

Dr.  Jackson  on  Sprains  treated  by  hot  water. 

Dr.  Storer  on  delay  in  dividing  the  Funis. 

Dr.  Rauch  on  the  Topical  use  of  Chloroform. 

Dr.  Parish  on  Ophthalmia  Tarsi.  % 

Mr.  Hildreth  on  Chloric  Ether. 

The  fact  that  many  of  these  medical  authors  and 
writers  thus  receive  a  modicum  of  commendation 
abroad,  though  scarcely  honored  with  notice  at  home, 
should  suggest  salutary  reflections,  by  which  some  of 
our  countrymen  should  profit.  Truly  "  a  prophet 
is  not  without  honor  save,  in  his  own  country,"  for 
there  is  a  prevalent  mania  in  America  to  favor  every- 
thing foreign,  and  disparage  everything  of  cis-Atlantic 
origin,  which  we  trust  is  beginning  to  pass  away. 
Surely  it  is  full  time,  when  this  British  reviewer  has 
the  sagacity,  maugre  all  his  ancient  prejudices,  to  draw 
so  largely  on  American  sources.  Let  us  take  courage, 
and  if  we  cannot  have  international  copyright,  let  us 
at  least  cultivate  international  comity  and  justice,  and 
recognize  no  aristocracy  or  national  supremacy  irre- 
spective of  merit. 

The  following  items  are  gleaned  from  the  pages  of 
this  January  number  of  the  Review. 


On  the  Treatment  of  Fracture  of  the  Clavicle  with- 
out Bandages. — By  M.  Robekt. — M.  Robert,  on  pre- 
senting to  the  notice  of  the  Society  of  Surgery  a  case 
of  fracture  of  the  clavicle,  in  which  the  displacement 
that  had  been  considerable,  left  no  traces  of  its  exis- 
tence, commented  on  the  inconveniences  attendant  upon 
the  employment  of  the  bandages  usually  employed  in 
this  accident.  The  pad  placed  in  the  axilla  sometimes 
induces  ill  effects,  which  may  continue  long  after  the 
cure  is  accomplished :  such  as  painful  swelling,  with 
consequent  stiffness  of  the  arm  and  hand,  and  compres- 
sion of  the  nerves,  even  to  paralysis — inconveniencies 
which  are  nowise  compensated  for  by  the  advantages 
of  the  bandage.  M.  Robert  dispenses  with  bandages, 
and  makes  the  patient  lie  in  bed,  entirely  supported  on 
the  sound  side.  A  pillow  is,  to  this  end,  placed  under 
the  back  ;  and  the  injured  shoulder,  abandoned  to  its 
own  weight,  falls  backward.  The  cases  in  which  he 
has  tried  this  plan,  without  encumbering  the  patient 
with  bandages,  have  constantly  done  well,  consolidation 
taking  place  in  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  davs. — 
L' Union  Medicale,  1851,  No.  112. 

On  the  Treatment  of  Sprain  by  Hot  Water. — By 
Dr.  Jackson. — We  had  recently  (vol.  vi.  p.  542)  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  Mr.  Baudens'  mode  of  treating  sprain 
by  the  prolonged  use  of  cold  water  ;  and  now  Dr.  Jack- 
son informs  us  that,  as  the  result  of  multiplied  expe- 
rience, he  can  earnestly  recommend  placing  the  sprained 
limb  immediately  in  very  hot  water.  He  does  not  re- 
member having  had  recourse  to  it  at  a  later  period  than 
two  hours  after  the  accident;  but  he  believes  it  should 
be  employed  at  any  time  before  the  setting-in  of  inflam- 
mation,  the  tumefaction  immediately  consequent  on  the 
accident  being  no  obstacle.  As  soon  as  the  pain  is  com- 
pletely relieved  by  the  hot  water,  the  patient  should  be 
put  to  bed  with  the  limb  raised ;  and  after  a  few  hours, 
cold  is  to  be  applied,  whether  there  is  pain  or  not. 
Low  diet,  purging,  and  in  the  plethoric,  venesection, 
are  required.  If  inflammation  has  already  set  in,  free 
leeching  should  be  resorted  to,  dispersing  it  after  its 
activity  is  allayed  by  a  large  blister,  caused  to  rise 
rapidly,  and  afterwards  dressed  by  plantain  or  cabbage- 
leaves.  Although  hot  applications  are  so  useful  prior 
to  the  occurrence  of  inflammation,  warm  poultices,  after 
this  has  become  developed,  are  mischievous,  augment- 
ing the  engorgement.  In  protracted  sprain,  salivation 
may  be  required. — Amer.  Journ.  of  Med.  Sc.  vol. 
xxi.  p.  345. 

[While  M.  Baudens  declares  that  the  application  of 
cold  water  alone  suffices  for  the  cure  of  the  sprain,  Dr. 
Jackson,  it  would  seem,  from  the  above  account,  only 
resorts  to  hot  water  as  a  means  of  procuring  some  alle- 
viation of  pain,  as  after  its  application  he  follows  the 
ordinary  means  of  treatment.  We  have  great  confi- 
dence in  the  early  and  continual  application  of  a  strong 
lotion  of  muriate  of  ammonia  or  Ice  water.] 
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On  amputations  in  Children. — By  M.  Guersant. — 
The  amputations  at  the  Hopital  des  Enfanls  are  of 
frequent  occurrence,  not  less  than  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  taking  place  annually  ;  being  usually  performed 
for  white-swelling  or  other  chronic  disease.  M.  Guer- 
sant is,  however,  no  advocate  for  hasty  operations  in 
such  cases,  as  the  lymphatic  habit  upon  which  the  dis- 
ease of  the  joint  depends  may  often  be  ameliorated, 
and  a  valuable  though  an  imperfect  limb  be  preserved. 
Much  depends  upon  the  social  position  of  the  parents. 
The  working-man  has  not  at  his  command  those  re- 
sources which  may  be  required  for  years  during  an 
endeavor  to  preserve  the  limb  of  the  child  ;  and  after 
the  operation  the  latter  may  be  apprenticed  to  many 
trades,  even  though  he  has  a  wooden  leg.  The  child 
placed  in  easy  circumstances  can  command  prolonged 
medical  attendance,  sea  air,  change  of  climate,  or  what 
ever  may  be  deemed  beneficial,  and  amputation  need 
not  be  performed  until  all  other  means  have  been  ex- 
hausted. After  a  long  period,  however,  all  the  chronic 
disease  in  a  scrofulous  child  suffering  from  arthritis 
seems  to  concentrate  itself  in  the  diseased  joint ;  and 
upon  the  removal  of  this,  his  health  may  become  re- 
established. Amputation  frequently  succeeds  better  in 
debilitated  than  in  very  strong  and  vigorous  children. 

Whenever  possible,  Mr.  Guersant  prefers  the  months 
May,  June,  and  July,  for  the  operation,  as  unfavorable 
complications  are  of  more  common  occurrence  in  the 
cold  and  changeable  seasons  of  winter  and  spring. 
The  child  requires  but  little  preparation  ;  the  means 
which  have  already  been  employed  for  the  improvement 
of  its  general  health,  is  iodine,  bitters,  cod-liver  oil,  &c. 
all  placing  it  in  the  best  condition  for  undergoing  the 
operation.  If  a  large  eater,  the  food  should  be  some- 
what diminished  two  or  three  days  before  ;  and  any 
existing  diarrhoea  must  be  arrested  by  anodyne  injec- 
tions and  bismuth. 

M.  Guersant  sometimes  employs  the  oval  operation, 
but  hardly  ever  the  circular.  In  most  cases  he  prefers 
the  flap,  which  renders  the  co  operation  of  the  assis- 
tants easier,  occasions  little  inflammation  or  suppuration 
in  children,  frequently  allowing  of  union  by  the  first 
intention,  and  affords  a  better  covering  for  the  bone. 
Chloroform  is  employed,  and  the  principle  artery  of 
the  limb  carefully  compressed,  so  as.  to  avoid  haemor- 
rhage. In  very  hot  weather,  the  edges  of  the  wound 
are  united  by  some  points  of  suture,  and  the  stump 
left  exposed  to  the  air.  When  bandages  are  employed, 
the  stump  is  dressed  daily.  On  the  evening  of  the 
operation  a  little  broth  is  allowed,  next  day  a  stronger 
soup,  and  the  day  aflei  that  sometimes  a  little  roast 
fowl. 

By  observing  these  rules,  M.  Guersant  finds,  as  a 
general  rule,  that  eight  or  nine  cases  in  ten  recover.  If 
erysipelas  occur,  leeches  are  applied,  to  the  nearest 
lymphatics  ;  and  if  th-se  do  not  suffice,  a  circular  blis- 
ter is  placed  around  the  stump  ;  emetics  and  purga- 


tives, but  especially  the  former,  being  given.  In  cases 
of  purulent  resorption,  he  has  obtained  some  benefit 
from  aconite.  If  the  surface  of  the  wound  takes  on  a 
greyish  color,  and  becomes  covered  with  false  mem- 
branes, chlorined  water  or  lemon-juice  is  the  best  appli- 
cation. When  union  by  the  first  intention  does  not 
take  place,  the  inner  lip  of  the  wound  should  be  stimu- 
lated, and  then  strapping  applied  ;  and  when  fistula? 
occur,  they  will  usually  be  found  dependent  upon  small 
portions  of  the  bone  tending  to  necrosis. — Gaz.  des 
Hop.  1851,  No.  54. 

[A  writer  in  the  Bull,  de  Therap.  (torn.  xl.  p.  81) 
observes,  that  M.  Guersant  did  not  lose  a  single  case  of 
amputation  during  1850,  though  the  thigh,  arm,  foot, 
and  shoulder,  were  among  the  parts  removed.  The 
great  success  of  operations  on  the  young  has  long  been 
known,  and  is  usually  attributed  to  the  great  vitality  of 
childhood  and  the  absence  of  mental  disquietude. 
However  this  may  be,  M.  Guersant's  especial  success 
is  probably,  in  a  great  measure,  due  to  his  habit  of 
ordering  good,  nutritious  diet  as  soon  after  the  opera- 
tion as  possible.  Under  the  influence  of  this,  the 
children  rapidly  recover  strength  and  flesh,  the  wound 
assumes  a  healthy  aspect,  and  the  colliquative  diarrhoea, 
so  common  prior  to  the  operation,  ceases.  Abstinence 
is  ill  borne  at  this  tender  age,  and  most  of  these  chil- 
dren have  become  exhausted  by  suppuration  prior  to 
the  operation.] 

On  delay  in  dividing  the  Funis. — By  Dr.  Storer. — 
Dr.  Storer  observes  that  it  has  been  for  many  years  a 
rule  with  him  to  wait  until  all  pulsations  have  ceased 
to  be  felt,  before  applying  a  ligature  to  the  funis.  Early 
in  his  career  he  met  with  two  cases  in  which  profuse 
bleeding  occurred  from  the  funis  after  it  was  divided, 
which  could  not  have  happened  had  not  the  blood  con- 
tinued flowing  in  the  cord.  As  in  the  vast  majority  of 
cases  the  pulsation  ceases  iu  a  few  minutes,  (in  one  only 
has  he  known  it  to  continue  for  twenty-five,)  it  seems 
best  to  listen  to  the  dictates  of  nature,  as  considerable 
danger  of  injuring  some  of  the  important  viscera  may 
arise  from  too  suddenly  diverting  the  circulation  upon 
them.  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  the  funis  pulsating 
with  great  force  at  birth  ;  and  is  it  not  more  rational  to 
allow  this  to  subside  gradunlly  than  to  check  it  all  at 
once  1  May  not  some  of  the  cases  of  haemorrhage 
from  the  mouth  and  nose,  which  have  been  published, 
be  due  to  the  pulmonary  congestion  thus  caused  1  Dr. 
Channing  recently  met  with  a  case  in  which  the  child, 
born  apparently  quite  healthy,  died  while  being  dressed, 
from  violent  ha?morrhage  from  the  mouth,  none  pro- 
ceeding from  the  funis,  which  had  been  tied  directly 
after  birth. — Amer.  Jour.  Med.  Sc.  vol.  xxii.  p.  82. 

Wine  and  Honey  in  Infantile  Marasmus. — Dr. 
Baitn  states,  that  in  the  marasmus  of  infants  he  has 
derived  truly  remarkable  benefit  from  the  employment 
of  a  mixture  consisting  of  one  part  wine  and  two  or 
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three  of  honey,  giving  several  tea-spoonfuls  daily.  Not 
only  Madeira  but  good  Burgundy  may  be  so  employed, 
or  w  hen  diarrhoea  is  not  present,  the  Rhenish  wines. 
Refreshing  sleep,  and  an  increase  of  animal  tempera- 
ture, are  the  first  effects,  and  an  improved  digestion  a 
later  one. — Journ.  fur  Kinderkrank.  xvi.,  p.  82. 

On  the  Topical  Use  of  Chloroform. — By  Dr. 
Racch. — To  obviate  the  volatile  character  of  chloro- 
form when  employed  topically,  Dr.  Bauch  combines  it 
with  olive  oil  and  some  liquor  amonke,  forming  an 
emulsive  liniment.  This  is  less  expensive,  relieves 
sooner,  and  is  not  so  volatile  as  chloroform.  The  in- 
gredients were  first  employed  in  equal  parts  ;  but  were 
afterwards  used  in  other  proportions,  according  as  to 
whether  a  counter-irritant  effect  (when  more  ammonia 
and  chloroform  must  be  added)  were  desired  or  not. 
It  is  applied  on  a  woollen  cloth,  so  folded  that  the  inner 
layer,  is  saturated  by  the  liniment,  and  the  outer  kept 
dry,  so  as  to  prevent  evaporation.  When  first  applied, 
it  feels  cool,  then  smarts  and  burns  so  for  ten  minutes 
as  hardly  to  be  borne  ;  and  an  agreeable  coolness,  with 
relief  of  pain,  succeeds.  When  it  causes  too  much 
irritation  or  vesication,  it  should  be  removed,  or  applied 
to  another  locality.  The  skin  is  made  red  by  it,  and 
often  vesicated;  and  if  a  mere  rubefacient  is  required, 
it  should  be  applied  by  friction,  or  the  cloth  should 
reraain.on  only  for  a  short  time.  When  a  speedy  vesi- 
cant effect  is  required,  it  is  more  useful  than  a  sinapism 
or  blister,  and  is  easier  of  application,  especially  in  chil- 
dren, who  often  fall  asleep  during  its  application.  Dr. 
Rauch  found  it  of  great  use,  combined  with  other 
means,  in  cholera  ;  and  in  relieving  the  painful  effec- 
tions  of  the  abdomen  in  children,  it  is  preferable  to  any 
anodyne.  In  the  case  of  superficial  burns,  a  compound 
of  equal  parts  of  chloroform,  olive  oil,  and  lime  water, 
has  been  found  highly  useful.' — Amer.  Jour.  Med.  Sci. 
vol.  xxii.  p.  112. 

On  Medicinal  Powders. — By  Dr.  Becker. — Tinc- 
tures undoubtedly  form  some  of  the  most  valuable  of 
our  pharmaceutical  preparations,  holding  in  solution,  as 
they  do,  the  most  active  principles  of  vegetable  sub- 
stances. Still  the  administration  of  the  alcohol  consti- 
tuting so  large  a  share  in  their  composition  is  often 
objectionable  ;  and  on  these  grounds  Dr.  Becker  pro- 
poses the  substitution  of  medicated  powders.  He  mixes 
equal  parts  of  the  tinctures  of  hellebore,  euphrasia, 
cinchona,  or  whatever  the  substance  may  be,  with  su- 
gar, and  then  evaporates,  so  as  to  drive  off  the  alcohol, 
designating  the  residue  as  helleborus  saccharatus,  cin- 
chona saccharata  &c.'t  and  so  on. — Biichner's  Repert. 
B.  vii.  p.  365. 

[Supposing  the  unimpaired  medicinal  properties  of 
the  tinctures  can  be  thus  fixed  in  these  powders,  (which 
is  problematical,)  this  mode  of  administration  would 
prove  a  great  boon  to  physician  and  patient.  Not  only 
is  alcohol  obviously  mischievous  in  many  cases  wherein 
the  active  principles  of  which  it  is  the  vehicle  are  indi 
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cated  ;  but  in  others,  in  which  Such  contradiction  is  not 
fo  apparent,  it  has  often  proved  a  means  of  inducing  a 
habit  of  dram-drinking,  which  prevails,  even  among 
respectable,  females,  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  is 
usually  supposed.] 


Life   Insurance   »f  Medical  Men. 

We  find  the  following  advertisement  in  the  London 
Journals,  announcing  an  arrangement  of  Life  Insurance 
for  Medical  Men,  which  appears  to  us  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  we  trust  that  some  of  the  companies  in  this 
country  will  adopt  a  similar  plan : 

"  To  the  Medical  Profession. — The  members  of  the 
Medical  Profession  are  usually  dependent  upon  their 
own  personal  exertions  for  their  subsistence.  If  health 
fail,  they  fall  into  distress  ;  if  they  die,  their  families  are 
unprovided  for. 

"The  uncertainty  of  their  incomes  often  prevents 
them  from  making  provision  for  infirmity,  old  age,  or 
death,  by  the  usual  methods  of  assurance.  To  meet 
this  difficulty,  The  Law  Property  Assurance  Society 
has  made  tlie  following  arrangements  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Profession  : — 

"  1.  It  grants  special  policies  of  assurance,  by  which 
the  assured,  instead  of  being  obliged  to  pay  a  fixed  sum 
every  year  or  forfeit  their  policies,  may  pay  any  sum 
they  please,  at  any  time,  according  to  their  means,  and 
for  which  a  proportionate  sum  will  be  assured  to  them 
by  their  policy.  By  this  means  uncertainty  of  income 
is  provided  for,  and  no  forfeiture  for  non-payment  ever 
takes  place. 

"  2.  If  the  assurer  in  this  office  should  find  that  the 
objects  of  his  insurance  after  death  are  no  longer  re- 
quired, he  may  convert  his  policy  into  an  annuity  for 
his  own  life. 

"3.  On  payment  of  a  small  annual  sum  during  their 
own  lives,  husbands  may  secure  annuities  for  their  wives 
or  daughters  after  their  own  decease. 

"4.  On  payment  of  a  small  sum  annually,  profes- 
sional men  may  secure  for  themselves  an  annuity,  to 
commence  on  the  decline  of  life,  or  earlier,  should  they 
be  at  any  time  disabled,  by  sickness  or  infirmity,  from 
pursuing  their  occupations. 

"  Detailed  prospectuses,  forms  of  proposal,  and 
every  information,  will  be  immediately  furnished  on  ap- 
plication to  William  Neilson,  Actuary  and  Secretary,  30 
Essex-street,  Strand,  London." — Pfcfl.  Medical  News. 


The  Pennsylvania  Medical  College  has  been  re- 
organized by  the  appointment  of 

Dr.  F.  G.  Smith  to  the  Institute  of  Medicine,  j 
Dr.  J.  M.  Allen  to  Anatomy, 

Dr.  J.  J.  Reese  to  Medical  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy, 
the  other  departments  being  filled  as  heretofore.  The 
high  standing  and  well  known  ability  of  the  new  Pro- 
fessors, canuot  fail  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  this 
school. 
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Homoeopathy. 

From  a  review  of  Dr.  Hooker's  late  work  in  the  Charleston  Journal  we 
make  the  following  extract. 

We  think  it  unfair  to  empty  the  entire  contents  of 
the  phials  of  professional  wrath,  exclusivelyupon  the 
heads  of  Homoeopathies,  Eclectics,  Thompsonians,  and 
the  followers  of  the  nameless  "  isms  "  and  "  pathies  " 
that  infest  our  land.  There  should  be  some  portion — 
not  by  any  means  inconsiderable — reserved  for  those 
who,  though  claiming  to  be  within  the  pale  of  what 
has  been,  somewhat  facetiously,  styled,  by  an  eminent 
professor,  the  great  "Collegium  Medicorum  Commune," 
are  not  less  charlatans  and  quacks  in  their  sayings  and 
doings,  than  the  "  outsiders,"  for  whom  they  often  pro- 
fess so  great  an  amount  of  righteous  indignation.  It  is 
not  alone  to  Homoeopath ists  and  the  Eclectics,  that  the 
sin  of  attempting  to  create  professional  capital  by  highly- 
colored  statements,  as  to  the  number  and  character  of 
the  cases  which  they  profess  to  report,  belongs.  Some 
of  these  articles  are  drawn  up  with  unbroken  smooth- 
ness of  a  dreamy  romance  ;  but,  when  the  test  of  rigid 
analysis  is  applied,  these  glittering,  so-called,  facts  are 
scattered  like  chaff  before  the  wind.  The  authors  of 
such  statistics  are  often  surrounded  by  kindred  spirits 
who  do  not  scruple  to  endorse  such  "  random  recollec- 
tions" as  veritable  facts. 

But  quackery  does  not  always  stop  here.  We  find 
medical  colleges  deliberately  announcing  that  "four 
years  reputable  practice  "(?)  will  be  received  in  lieu  of 
one  course  of  lectures,  and  entitle  the  applicant  to  an 
examination  for  his  degree,  after  having  attended  but 
one  regular  course. 

The  chairs  in  these  Institutions  are,  in  some  instances, 
filled  by  those  who  have  cried  loud  and  long  in  favor  of 
placing  the  standard  of  medical  education  on  a  more 
elevated  position.  Would  that  we  could  say  that  our 
medical  journals  were  spotless  in  this  regard.  Not 
long  since,  in  looking  over  one  of  the  daily  newspapers, 
from  a  neighboring  state,  our  eye  fell  upon  the  follow- 
ing communication : 

"  Nelson's  Northern  Lancet. — Let  me  suggest  that 
every  southern  medical  man  secure  this  valuable  work. 
The  lectures  of  Dr.  Bedford,  of  New  York,  and  Dr. 
Thompson,  of  London,  contained  in  each  number,  are 
worth  more  than  the  subscription  price.  It  beino-  the 
only  journal  in  America  devoted  to  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence, we  cannot  see  how  the  progessive  lawyer  or 
doctor  can  dispense  with  it.  The  article  in  the  March 
No.  with  regard  to  country  practitioners,  and  the 
American  Medical  Association,  addresses  itself  to  the 
serious  consideration  of  every  man  in  the  South.  The 
editor  is  a  bold,  talented  and  independent  man — just 
the  man  for  the  medical  press  at  this  juncture.  Medical 
men,  subscribe.  Price  one  dollar  per  annum.  Platts- 
burg,  New- York,  publication  office.  Medicus." 

Upon  reference  to  the  March  No.  of  the  Journal 
alluded  to  in  this  communication,  the  mystery  is  all  ex- 
plained. It  would  appear  that  the  one  is  a  sort  of  re- 
ward for  a  service  performed  by  the  other — a  regular 


"  quid  pro  quo  " — a  game  of  "  you  tiqkle  me,  and  I'll 
tickle  you  " — between  the  editor  at  the  North  and 
"  Medicus  "  at  the  South.  Such  employment  reminds 
one  very  much  of  the  juvenile  occupation  of  fishing  for 
minnows  with  a  pin  hook  withou  t  bait. 


From  the  Charleston  Medical  Journal. 
Dr.  Happoldt's  Letter  from  Paris. 
[We  have  been  favored  with  the  following  items  of 
medical  news  from  Paris,  by  Dr.  C.  Happoldt,  of  this 
city,  who  is  at  present  prosecuting  his  studies  in  that 
capital. — Eds.] 

Paris,  March  7,  1852. 

An  interesting  discussion  has  recently  taken  place 
in  the  Academic  de  Medecine,  relative  to  a  report  of 
Mr.  Cazeau,  on  a  paper  of  M.  Lenoir,  relative  to  pro- 
voked abortion,  (V accouchment  pr'zmaiurb  artificiel.) 

After  examining  the  question  in  detail,  in  a  religious, 
moral  and  medico  legal  point  of  view,  he  deduced  the 
following  seven  conclusions  : 

1st.  It  is  only  by  a  false  interpretation  that  the 
human  and  divine  laws  relative  to  abortion  have  been 
applied  to  it,  practiced  in  a  medical  sense. 

2d.  Laws  punish  crime  ;  they  cannot  then,  without 
injustice,  reach  an  act  performed  with  the  purest  inten- 
tions. 

3d.  Placed  in  the  cruel  alternative  of  choosing  be. 
tween  the  life  of  her  infant  and  her  own  preservation, 
the  woman  has,  by  the  law  of  nature,  the  right  to  decide 
upon  the  mutilation  of  the  foetus. 

4th.  In  such  a  case,  the  physician  can,  and  ought  to, 
sacrifice  the  child  for  the  safety  of  the  mother. 

5th.  Provoked  abortion  being  much  less  grave  for 
the  mother  than  embryotomy  practiced  at  the  full  term, 
the  physician  can  and  should  give  her  the  preference. 

6th.  In  re.tr tcissements  of  the  pelvis,  in  which  the 
smallest  diameter  is  less  than  6  J  centimetres,  haemorr- 
hages which  nothing  can  arrest,  tumors  of  the  hard  or 
soft  parts,  which  are  not  susceptable  of  being  removed, 
punctured,  incised  or  extirpated,  are  the  only  indications 
of  provoked  abortion. 

7th.  The  physician  should  not  act  finally  without 
previously  taken  the  advice  of  several  enlightened  prac- 
titioners. 

He  concluded  by  making  the  following  recom- 
mendation : 

1st.  That  the  Academic  convey  their  thanks  to  M. 
Lenoir. 

2d.  That  they  transfer  his  very  interesting  work  to 
the  committee  of  publication. 

M.  P.  Dubois  opposed  the  recommendations  of  the 
report  with  regard  to  the  Acad6mie  expressing  their 
approbation  of  provoked  abortion  as  an  absolute  rule. 
Mr.  Cazeau  denied  having  the  intention  of  committing 
the  Academie,  which  his  report,  and  some  expressions 
in  the  memoir  of  Mr.  Lenoir,  appeared  to  contradict. 

No  opinion  was  expressed  as  to  the  impropriety  of 
the  proceeding  in  the  particular  case  cited  by  M.  Lenoir, 
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though  Mr.  Dubois  objected  to  the  view  in  which  M. 
Cazeaux  placed  the  child,  (being-  the  enemy  of  the  mother, 
but  rather  the  victim,  whose  rights  society  should  de- 
fend.) 

I  hare  alluded  to  the  above  subject  more  for  the 
purpose  of  directing  your  attention  to  it  in  the  journals 
than  to  afford  information. 

M.  Piorry  read  a  memoir,  some  time  since,  before 
the  Academy  of  Medicine,  in  which  he  advocated  the 
use  of  common  salt  as  a  remedy  for  Intermittent  Fever. 
M.  Grisolle,  two  weeks  after,  made  a  report  on  said 
memoir,  showing,  I  think,  that  M.  Piorry's  experiments 
were  quite  inconclusive,  inasmuch  as  it  was  very  un- 
certain whether  any  or  all  of  the  cases  were  Intermit- 
tent Fever  in  which  salt  was  administered,  and  in  others 
sulphate  of  quinine  was  exhibited  alternately,  and  its 
accustomed  effects  were  lost  sight  of;  and,  thirdly, 
the  change  of  diet  and  condition  necessarily  connected 
with  a  sojourn  in  the  hospital,  were  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

M.  Piorry  considers,  it  appears,  every  case  in  which 
there  are  a  few  irregular  chills,  and  a  spleen  more  than 
seven  centimetres  in  length,  as  Intermittent  Fever. 

Five  months  since,  the  new  theory  of  Syphilisation, 
or  Syphilitic  Vaccination,  gave  rise  to  some  discussion 
in  the  Academy.  I  believe  it  was  concluded  that  the 
syphilitic  inoculation  was  not  yet  proved  to  be  a  pre- 
ventive of  the  disease.  Its  advocate,  M.  Auzias  Tu- 
renne,  has  been  giving  lectures  every  Sunday  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  has  been  inoculating  patients  with  the  virus,  but 
I  do  not  know  with  what  success.  If  I  thought  this 
subject  was  new  in  Charleston,  I  would  inquire  into  it 
and  send  you  a  full  account ;  but  it  must  be  already 
well  known  through  the  journals,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
only  wasted  paper  in  mentioning  it. 

An  interesting  concours  for  the  chair  of  Hygiene 
has  just  terminated.  Mr.  Bouchardat  is  the  successful 
candidate.  This  is  the  last  concours  which  will  take 
place  in  the  reign  of  Louis  Napoleon.  The  day  before 
its  termination,  the  Constitutionel  and  the  Government 
Journal  announced  that  the  President  would  shortly 
issue  a  decree  abolishing  the  system  of  Concours  in  the 
Medical  and  Law  Schools  throughout  France. 


A  passing  notice  is  due  to  our  old  friends,  P. 
Schieffelin,  Haines  <fe  Co.  whose  extensive  stock  of 
genuine  Drugs,  superior  pulverizations  of  medicines, 
and  especially  their  pure  and  reliable  extracts,  entitle 
them  to  the  immense  patronage  they  are  receiving 
from  the  profession  every  where,  who  have  learned  by 
experience  the  importance  of  dealing  with  a  house 
which  has  done  so  much  to  prevent,  detect,  and  expose 
the  foreign  and  domestic  adulteration  of  drugs.  See 
their  advertisements  in  this  number. 

General  Kierstead's  Breast  Ointment  since  its  more 
extensive  use  has  been  secured,  has  gained  upon 
the  confidence  of  the  profession,  aud  is  now  greatly  in 
demand  at  home  and  abroad.  So  much  for  giving  it 
publicity. . 

Palmer's  Artificial  Leg  is  still  maintaining  the  jus- 


tice of  the  exclusive  preference  over  every  other  remedv 
in  cases  of  mutilation,  which  the  profession  at  home 
and  abroad  have  awarded  it.  The  inventor  has  been 
crowned  with  laurels  at  the  World's  Fair,  and  bore 
the  palm  at  the  Crystal  Palace.  Success  to  Yankee 
ingenuity. 

Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

Held  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  May  4th,  1852. 

Having  been  unavoidably  deprived  of  the  pleasure 
we  had  anticipated,  of  being  present  at  this  late  assem- 
blage of  the  profession,  by  urgent  occupation  at  home, 
we  are  unable  to  present  the  full  report  promised  of 
the  transactions  of  that  body  in  the  present  number. 
From  various  sources,  however,  we  learn  that  the  meet- 
ing was  attended  by  some  300  delegates,  representing 
twenty-five  states. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year,  viz: 

PRESIDENT. 

BEVERLY  R.  WELFORD,  M.  D.  of  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

JONATHAN  KNIGHT,  M.  D.  of  Connecticut 
CHARLES  A.  POPE,  M.  D.  of  St  Louis. 
THOMAS  Y.  SIMONS,  M.  D.  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 
WILLIAM  THOMPSON,  M.  9.  of  Delaware. 

TREAST7XER. 

D.  FRANCIS  CONDIE.  M.  D.  of  Pennsylvania. 

SECRETARIES. 

P.  CLAIBORNE  GOOCH,  M.  D.  of  Virginia. 

E.  L.  BEADF.L,  M.  D.  of  New-York. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  was  fixed  to 
be  at  the  city  of  New-York,  in  May,  1853. 

Various  circumstances  seem  to  have  combined  to 
render  the  delegation  from  this  city  much  smaller  than 
had  been  hoped  for ;  but  those  who  attended,  speak  of 
their  reception  and  entertainment  at  Richmond,  as  every 
way  gratifying,  having  found  the  profession  there  given 
to  true  Virginia  hospitality,  such  as  is  characteristic  of 
the  entire  South,  where  men  have  hands,  with  hearts 
in  them,  and  extend  both  in  welcome  to  strangers, 
whom  they  recognize  as  worthy  of  friends-hip. 

It  is  said  that  three  several  plans  of  re-organization 
were  submitted  and  discussed,  but  no  action  was  taken 
other  than  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  next  annual 
meeting.  The  general  sentiment,  as  we  learn,  was  ad- 
verse to  the  radical  changes  proposed  in  the  basis  or 
ratio  of  representation  ;  and  the  opinion  seemed  to  pre- 
vail, that  it  were  better  to  leave  the  Colleges,  Hospitals, 
<fec.  as  heretofore,  entitled  to  send  two  delegates  each. 
So  that  the  "  democratic  "  project  started  at  Philadel- 
phia met  with  but  little  favor. 

A  strong  effort  was  made  to  have  the  next  Conven- 
tion at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  instead  of  New-York,  which 
it  seems  was  agreed  upon,  with  the  expectation  of  the 
former  place  being  fixed  for  the  following  year. 

The  detailed  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention will  appear  in  our  next,  for  the  important  busi- 
ness transacted  has,  as  yet,  only  reached  us  by  letters, 
which  convey  only  a  few  items,  and  even  these  in  too 
general  terms,  to  admit  of  their  publication. 


148 


THE  N  EjW  -YORK 


Iiectures  on  Operative  Surgery. 

BY  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.D.  P. 

SURGEON  TO  THE  STATE  EMIGRANTS'  HOSPITAL*  «TC. 

[Reported  by  H.  Hensley,  M.  D.] 

On  Lithotomy. 

The  two  cases  of  calculus  in  the  urinary  bladder, 
■which  have  been  recently  operated  upon  at  the  Hos- 
pital, afford  an  opportunity  of  making  some  practical 
remarks  on  the  important  operation  of  Lithotomy.  I 
am  not  a  partisan  of  this  operation,  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  means  for  relieving  patients,  suffering  from  this 
malady ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  improvements  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  operative  procedures,  -which 
may  be  required  by  the  pathological  conditions  of  the 
urinary  bladder,  Lithotomy,  or  the  extraction  of  calculus 
by  incision,  must  always  be  retained  as  a  necessary, 
and  at  times,  unavoidable  alternative.  In  the  first  case, 
a  boy  seven  years  of  age,  the  operation  selected  was 
that  of  Cheselden,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Liston  ;  in  the 
second,  an  adult  male,  the  bi-lateral  operation  of 
Dupuytren  was  preferred,  owing  to  the  size  and  density 
of  the  calculus.  In  neither  instance,  could  Lithotrity 
have  been  resorted  to  with  propriety.  The  irritable 
condition  of  the  boy's  bladder,  and  his  constitutional 
debility,  indicated  the  extraction  of  the  foreign  body 
by  incision ;  while,  in  the  other  case,  the  size  and  hard- 
ness of  the  calculus,  revealed  by  the  sensation  imparted 
to  the  fingers  along  the  sound,  induced  me  to  have 
recourse  to  the  double  section  of  the  prostate,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  more  tardy  process  of  crushing  the  stone 
by  lithotritic  instruments.  You  have,  in  these  cases, 
witnessed  the  two  modifications  of  perineal  Lithotomy, 
most  approved  of,  at  the  present  day ;  the  English,  as 
a  general  rule,  preferring  the  lateral  operation,  so 
called ;  while,  on  the  continent,  especially  in  France, 
the  bi-lateral  section,  as  effected  by  the  Lithotome 
cach'e,  double  of  Dupuytren,  is  most  generally  practised. 
Neither  operation,  however,  is  to  be  regarded  as  ex- 
clusively applicable.  There  is  room  for  great  discrimi- 
nation. In  some  cases,  where  the  diameters  of  the 
calculus  are  limited  to  ten  or  twelve  lines,  the  section  of 
the  prostate,  upon  one  side,  will  answer  every  purpose  ; 
whereas,  when  the  calculus  has  diameters  much  exceed- 
ing fourteen  lines,  the  limits  of  the  prostate  would  be 
passed,  and  the  bladder  encroached  upon  either  by 
incision,  or  by  laceration  of  the  parts  during  extraction. 
This  encroachment  will  be  carefully  avoided  by  the 
judicious  surgeon,  for  reasons  derived  from  experience 
and  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  involved.  The  limits  of 
the  prostate  cannot  be  exceeded,  without  injury  to  the 
ilio- vesical  fascia ;  a  consequence  of  which,  to  be  appre- 
hended, would  be  infiltration  of  urine  into  the  cellular 
tissue  of  the  pelvis.  Some  have  looked  upon  the 
incision  of  this  fascia  with  indifference  ;  yet  the  anato- 
mical fact,  that  it  forms  a  barrier  between  the  perineum 
and  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  has  induced  most  of  the 
prominent  operators  of  modern  times  to  avoid  carrying 
the  incision  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  the  prostate.    Scarpa,  Brodie,  Velpeau, 


-  . 
Liston,  all  experienced  operators,  lay  it  down,  as  a  pre- 
cept, that  the  prostate  should  not  be  divided  beyond 
its  circumference ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  rule  is 
a  correct  and  safe  one  to  act  upon.  The  section  of 
the  prostate,  in  the  lateral  operation,  is  from  the 
urethra,  downwards  and  outwards.  Now,  in  this  direc- 
tion, the  extent  of  the  prostate,  from  the  urethra  to  its 
circumference,  measures,  in  the  adult,  from  eleven  to 
twelve  lines.  The  prostatic  portion  of  the  urethra  will 
permit  of  the  passage  of  an  instrument  about  four  and 
a  half  lines  in  diameter.  Keeping  then  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  prostate,  when  the  section  is  confined 
to  one  lateral  lobe,  the  perimeter  of  the";  incision  will 
not  exceed  twenty-four  lines  ;  to  which  must  be  added 
the  circumference  of  the  urethra,  making  together 
thirty-seven  and  a-half  lines.  This,  divided  by  three, 
will  give  twelve  lines  or  thereabouts  ;  so  that,  without 
making  allowance  for  the  yielding  of  the  parts  to  pres- 
sure, we  shall  have  an  aperture,  not  extending  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  prostate,  which  will  allow  the  passage 
of  a  body,  the  diameter  of  which  shall  be  about  twelve 
lines.  Suppose  the  diameter  of  the  calculus  to  be  ex- 
tracted is  eighteen  or  twenty  lines.  Shall  we  enlarge 
the  incision  by  cutting  beyond  the  limits  of  the  circum- 
ference of  the  prostate  1  Shall  we  carry  the  knife 
beyond  the  base  of  the  gland,  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
and  along  a  part  of  its  fundus ;  thus  destroying  the 
integrity  of  the  ilio- vesical  fascia  ?  Anatomy  will  say, 
No.  How  then  are  we  to  effect  an  opening,  the  perime- 
ter of  which  will  be  large  enough  to  allow  of  the  pas- 
sage of  a  body  of  one  and  a-half  inches  in  diameter, 
without  carrying  the  incision  beyond  the  margin  of  the 
prostate  gland,  and  without  injury  to  the  fascia  ?  If 
we  make  an  incision  upon  one  side  of  the  prostate, 
downwards  and  outwards,  we  shall  obtain  an  opening, 
the  circumference  of  which  will  be  twenty-four  lines  ; 
and  by  repeating  a  similar  incision  upon  the  opposite 
side  of  the  gland,  we  shall  have  an  opening  measuring 
in  circumference  twenty-four  lines  more.  Twice  twenty- 
four  make  forty-eight.  To  this,  add  the  circumference 
of  the  prostatic  portion  of  the  urethra,  thirteen  and  a- 
half  lines,  and  we  shall  have  an  opening  with  a  peri- 
meter of  sixty-one  and  a-half  lines.  Divide  this  by 
three,  and  we  have  a  diameter  exceeding  twenty  lines ; 
so  that  the  double  section  of  the  prostate,  obliquely 
downwards  and  outwards,  will  allow  the  egress  of  a 
calculus  of  the  same  diameter ;  and  this,  too,  without 
cutting  the  border  of  the  prostate,  or  infringing  upon 
the  ilio-vesical  fascia.  With  these  views,  then,  which 
are  based  upon  the  anatomical  configuration  and  dimen- 
sions of  the  gland  in  the  adult,  I  would  say,  that, 
when  the  calculus  is  supposed  or  ascertained  to  be 
under  twelve  lines  in  diameter,  the  lateral  operation 
may  be  selected  ;  whereas,  if  the  calculus  shall  much 
exceed  that  measurement,the  bi-lateral  operation  should, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  be  preferred. 

In  every  capital  surgical  operation,  certain  difficul- 
ties and  complexitie*  may  occur.    To  obviate  or  to 
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meet  these,  the  surgeon  must  be  conversant  with  the 
structures  he  is   about  to   encounter;   and  before 
operating  upon  the  living,  he  should  train  his  band 
to  obey  the  impulses  of  the  brain,  by  repeated  trials 
and  dissections  upon  the  cadaver.   The  skilful  performer 
on  the  violin,  although  endowed  with  the  highest  sen- 
sibility to  musical  sounds  and  relations  could  not  draw 
forth  the  harmonies  of  his  instrument,  without  that 
previous  training  of  the  fingers  which  renders  them  the 
ready  servants  of  the  will.    The  mere  carpenter  has  to 
pass  through  an  apprenticeship,  the  object  of  which  is, 
not  only  to  teach  him  what  can  be  done  with  his  tools, 
but  also  to  familiarize  him  with  their  use,  so  that  he 
may  become  a  good  mechanic.    But  the  men  who 
have  to  work  upon  the  most  complicated  machine  in 
nature,  are  supposed,  judging  from  the  curriculum  of 
study  adopted  in  the  schools  of  this  country,  to  be 
born  with  all  necessary  dexterity,  inherent  in  the  ends 
of  their  fingers,  and  to  be  armed  with  instinctive  capa- 
bility for  tying  arteries  and  amputating  limbs.  Year 
after  year,  crowds  of  young  men  are  sent  forth  from 
the  medical  schools  to  practice  upon  the  living,  before 
they  have  ever  placed  a  tourniquet  upon  a  limb,  or 
used  an  amputating  knife,  in  the  performance  of  a 
cadaveric  operation.    In  this,  and  in  many  other  res- 
pects, the  medical  schools  of  this  country  are  far,  very 
far,  behind  the  same  class  of  institutions  in  Europe, 
especially  on  the  continent  of  Europe.    Until  we  offer 
similar  advantages  to  those  which  can  with  facility  be 
obtained  abroad,  we  need  not  be  surprised  to  find  the 
American  medical  student,  anxious  for  future  distinc- 
tion, seeking,  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  the  information 
which  the  halls  of  science  in  his  own  country  cannot 
or  will  not  supply.  1  would  urge  you  then  to  practise, 
during  the  years  of  your  pupilage,  the  various  opera- 
tions upon  the  cadaver,  so  that  when  you  assume  the 
duties  of  the  profession,  you  may  be  fitted  to  operate 
with  dexterity,  safety,  and  precision  upon  the  living. 

The  difficulties  which  exist  in  the  operation  of 
Lithotomy,  occur  from  the  anatomical  relations  of  the 
structures,  through  which  the  incisions  must  be  made  to 
arrive  at  the  bladder.  The  chief  structures  to  be 
avoided,  are  the  important  arteries  of  the  perineum  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  rectum  on  the  other.  There 
may  be  troublesome  hemorrhage  from  lesion  of  the 
bulb  of  the  urethra,  and  also  from  the  plexus  of  veins 
which  sometimes,  particularly  in  the  aged,  surround 
the  prostate  gland.  The  vessels  to  be  protected,  are 
the  pudic  artery,  and  the  transverse  artery  of  the 
perineum,  or  the  artery  of  the  bulb.  The  superficial 
artery  of  the  perineum,  coursing  along  the  inner  margin 
of  the  erector  penis,  is  not  of  much  consequence ;  but 
this  also  can  be  avoided,  by  directing  the  incision  in  a 
suitable  manner.  The  pudic  artery  runs  along  the 
rami  of  the  ischium  and  pubes,  and  is  somewhat  pro- 
tected by  the  falciform  process,  as  you  may  see  by  this 
dried  preparation  which  I  pass  around  for  your  inspec- 
tion.   The  transverse  artery  of  the  bulb,  taking  its 


origin  from  the  pudic,  crosses  almost  transversely  the 
triangle  of  the  perineum,  to  enter  the  extremity  of  the 
bulb  ;  while  the  bulb  itself  is  situated  on  the  median 
line,  about  ten  or  twelve  lines  in  front  of  the  anus.  o 
avoid  these  different  sources  oMiernorrhage,  when  the 
lateral  operation  is  performed,  it  will  be  obvious  that 
the  incisions  must  be  directed  obliquely  backwards  and 
outwards,  and  that  after  the  first  incision,  the  back  of 
the  knife  should  be  turned  towards  the  bulb,  and  the 
farther  division  of  the  tissues  effected  by  cutting 
behind  that  portion  of  the  urethra. 

The  lower  third  of  the  rectum  is  in  close  relation 
in  front  with  the  prostate,  and  descends  from  this 
gland  obliquely  backwards  as  far  as  the  anus.  A 
triangular  space  thus  results  between  the  anus  and  the 
bulb.Hermed  bulbo-rectal,  which  contains  no  structure 
of  importance,  and  it  is  through  this  triangle  that  the 
incisions  are  made  to  reach  the  bladder  in  the  operation 
of  bi-lateral  Lithotomy  Where  the  prostate  rests 
upon  the  rectum,  the  gut  is  considerably  dilated ;  and 
even  in  some  instances,  it  bulges  upwards,  so  as  to  form 
an  anterior  projection  on  each  side  of  the  gland.  In  all 
cases,  the  rectum  should  be  carefully  evacuated  of  its 
feculent  "contents  ;  and  when  the  dilatation  forward  is 
found  to  be  unusually  large,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
introduce  the  fore  finger  of  the  left  hand,  in  order  to 
protect  the  coats  of  the  intestine  from  the  action  of  the 
knife. 

It  is  also  important  to  recollect  the  relation  which 
the  bones  of  the  arch  of  the  pubes  have  to  the  neck  of 
the  bladder.  The  upper  surface  of  the  prostate  which 
surrounds  the  orifice  of  the  bladder,  is  about  eight 
lines  distant  from  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  the  lateral 
portions  of  the  gland  are  about  the  same  distance 
from  the  rami  of  the  ischium  and  pubes.  When  the 
calculus  is  large,  and  the  extracting  force  used  is 
exerted  in  a  wrong  direction,  the  osseous  boundaries  of 
the  perineal  triangle  towards  the  angle  formed  at  the 
symphysis,  might  form  an  impediment  to  the  exit  of 
the  stone. 

As  in  other  capital  operations,  the  position  of  the 
patient,  the  selection  and  disposition  of'the  assistants, 
and  the  convenient  arrangement  of  the  requisite  instru- 
ments, must  be  carefully  attended  to.  In  Hospital 
practice,  a  special  bed  for  Lithotomy  is  sometimes  used  ; 
but  a  solid  and  firm  table,  narrow,  about  three  feet 
high,  and  four  and  a-half  or  five  feet  long,  covered 
with  a  mattrass,  or  with  a  folded  blanket,  answers 
every  purpose,  and  in  private  practice,  can  be  more 
coveniently  procured.  The  table  should  be  placed  on 
oil  cloth,  so  as  to  avoid  soiling  unnecessarily  the  floor 
or  carpet  with  the  blood  and  urine  ;  or  a  basin  can  be 
used  to  this  end.  The  patient  is  now  laid  on  the  table 
and  the  perineum  shaved ;  this;being  done,  he  is  placed 
in  such  a  way  that  his  trunk  and  pelvis  shall  be 
'horizontal,  the  head  and  shoulders  slightly  elevated, 
and  the  pelvis  on  a  level  with  the  edge  of  the  table, 
so  that  the  perineum  shall  present  a  full  view,  and 
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project  a  little  forward.  Two  assistants,  one  on  each 
side,  separate  the  thighs,  which  are  flexed  at  a  right 
angle  on  the  pelvis,  while  the  legs  are  flexed  upon  the 
thighs,  so  that  the  calves  touch  the  posterior  surface  of 
each.  Since  the  introduction  of  ether  and  chloroform, 
some  surgeons  entrust  to  assistants  the  care  of  main- 
taining in  this  position  the  patient,  during  the  different 
steps  of  the  operation.  This  mode  of  proceeding  is 
not  judicious.  Few  patients,  under  the  influence  of 
anaesthetic  agents,  remain  passively  motionless  long 
enough  for  the  completion  of  the  operation.  Fre- 
quently, while  their  exhibition  is  intermitted,  convulsive 
and  powerful  contortions  of  the  body  occur.  Under 
such  circumstances,  it  is  generally  impossible  for  the 
assistants  to  maintain  the  limbs  and  the  body  sufficiently 
steady  to  enable  the  operator  to  proceed  with  safety 
and  facility.  In  order  to  avoid  the  occurrence  of  dif- 
ficulties of  this  kind,  even  if  anaesthesia  be  produced, 
it  is  preferable  to  secure  the  position  of  the  patient 
after  he  is  properly  placed.  The  arm  on  both  sides  is 
brought  down  along  the  body,  and  the  hand  made  to 
grasp  the  foot  of  the  corresponding  side,  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  fingers  shall  press  against  the  sole,  and 
the  thumb  rest  upon  the  instep,  the  anterior  aspect  of 
the  wrist  touching  the  outer  aspect  of  the  ankle.  The 
wrist  is  first  encircled  by  a  loop  of  a  band  or  long 
narrow  roller,  and  this  is  expended  by  forming  a  figure 
of  eight  around  the  hand  and  foot  below,  and  the 
wrist  and  ankle  above.  Both  feet  should  be  expe- 
ditiously fastened  at  the  same  time,  and  in  such  a 
manner  as  not  to  cause  pain  or  injury  to  the  skin. 

The  number  of  assistants  required  during  the  opera- 
tion of  Lithotomy  will  be,  at  least,  five  or  six.  The 
two  assistants,  employed  in  keeping  the  thighs  separate, 
support  both  them  and  the  legs,  and  keep  the  pelvis 
from  shifting  during  any  involuntary  action  of  the 
patient.  One  assistant  is  placed  behind  the  head  of 
the  patient,  to  control  the  upper  part  of  the  trunk  and 
prevent  him  from  rising.  A  fourth  stands  on  the 
right  of  the  surgeon  to  be  in  readiness  at  his  command 
to  hand  the  instruments,  or  whatever  may  be  needed. 
The  most  intelligent,  and  one,  if  possible,  who  under- 
stands the  modus  faciendi  of  the  operator,  is  selected 
to  take  charge  of  the  staff ;  while  to  a  sixth  assistant 
is  entrusted  the  administration  of  chloroform  or  ether. 
I  would  impress  on  your  minds  the  necessity  of  caution 
in  the  use  of  anaesthetic  agents.  I  am  aware  that 
copious  statistics  have  been  brought  forward  to  support 
the  innocuous  action  of  chloroform  and  ether ;  but  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  reports  of 
fatal  cases  in  the  medical  journals  of  the  day  ;  and 
some  occur  no  doubt  which  are  not  reported.  It  is 
only  a  short  time  since,  some  of  you  witnessed  the 
effects  of  chloroform  on  a  patient  operated  on  in  this 
theatre.  Its  exhibition  had  well  nigh  proved  fatal. 
The  case  was  that  of  a  woman  from  whom  I  extirpated 
the  globe  of  the  eye.  But  a  small  quantity  of  the 
chloroform  was  inhaled,  for  the  operation  was  soon 
over;  the  woman  became  cold  and  livid,  respiration 


j  was  imperceptible,  and  the  pulse  could  not  be  felt  for 
more  than  a  minute.  Some  of  my  colleagues  and  of  the 
byestanders  supposed  she  was  dead.  Water  was 
thrown  upon  the  face  ;  she  was  placed  in  a  horizontal 
position ;  ammonia  was  held  to  the  nostrils  for  some 
time  without  any  effect;  at  last  the  pulse  beat  feebly 
and  at  long  intervals,  and  much  to  my  satisfaction,  I 
saw  symptoms  of  returning  respiration. 

I  believe  that  chloroform  kills  by  its  action  upon 
tha  organic  nerves.  It  would  appear  that  the  cerebro- 
spinal system  is  brought  under  its  influence ;  the  brain 
being  affected  the  first,  and  next  in  order,  the  spinal 
system  of  nerves.  Now,  as  long  as  the  influence  of 
this  agent  is  confined  to  the  cerebro-spinal  portion  of 
the  nervous  system,  its  action  is  innocuous  to  life ;  but 
if  its  action  extends  further,  and  paralyzes  the  class  of 
nerves  which  preside  over  the  functions  of  the  vital 
organs,  if  this  paralysis  does  not  speedily  cease,  death 
must  be  the  inevitable  consequence.  Be  guarded  then 
in  the  administration  of  chloroform,  and  suspend  its 
exhibition  as  soon  as  its  action  upon  the  brain  is  mani- 
fested by  general  insensibility,  renewing  it  at  intervals, 
when  signs  of  sensibility  again  become  apparent. 

These  general  remarks  in  relation  to  the  preliminary 
preparations,  are  equally  applicable  to  whatever  opera- 
tive procedure  may  be  selected  in  the  performance  of 
perineal  Lithotomy.  There  are  several  methods  of 
reaching  the  bladder  by  incisions  through  the  tissues 
of  the  perineum.  Thus  we  have  the  median  Litho- 
tomy, implying  section  of  the  superficial  structures, 
and  of  the  urethra  and  neck  of  the  bladder  on  the 
median  line.  Then  there  is  the  recto-vesical  operation, 
projected  by  Sanson,  and  modified  by  Vacca,  in  which 
the  bladder  is  entered  by  cutting  on  the  median  line, 
through  the  lower  portion  of  the  rectum,  to  the  extent  of 
three  quarters  of  an  inch,  or  an  inch,  above  the  margin  of 
the  anus.  There  is  also  the  lateral  operation,  in  which 
the  incisions  are  made  through  the  left  lateral  triangle 
of  the  perineum,  and  the  left  lobe  of  the  prostate  ;  and 
the  bi-lateral  Lithotomy,  implicating  the  tissues  between 
the  bulb  and  the  anterior  margin  of  the  anus,  and  both 
of  the  lateral  lobes  of  the  prostate  gland.  I  shall  con- 
fine myself  to  the  description  of  the  two  last  methods 
of  extracting  calculus  from  the  bladder ;  as  the  median 
Lithotomy  and  the  recto-vesical,  are  but  rarely  or  never 
resorted  to  at  the  present  time.  And  first  of  the 
bi  lateral  operation,  as  you  have  recently  witnessed  its 
performance  on  the  adult. 

[To  be  continued.] 


Nem  ^publications. 

Principles  of  Surgery.  By  James  Miller,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  &c.  Revised,  with  additions, 
from  the  lust  edition  of  the  author,  by  F.  W.  Sargent,  M.  D. 
Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1852. 

This  is  the  third  American  reprint  of  a  work  every  where  held 
in  high  repute,  aud  having  been  revised  and  enlarged,  by  the 
latest  additions  of  both  author  and  editor,  and  illustrated  by  a 
multitude  of  new  engravings,  is  more  worthy  than  ever  of  the 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


151 


patronage,  of  the  profession,  and  of  students  especially,  who  are 
in  sad  need  of  learning  the  Principles  of  Surgery,  before  they 
have  the  temerity  to  practise  it. 

Rev.  Dr.  Oli.n's  Woiiks.  Harper  &  Brothers,  New- York,  1852. 

Those  who  knew  the  late  President  of  the  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity, will  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  fruits  of  his  mighty  intellect 
and  benevolent  heart,  as  developed  iu  the  burning  eloquence 
which  fell  from  his  lips  and  pen,  during  the  many  years  of  his 
devotion  to  the  work  of  education  and  religion,  may  now  be  read 
and  preserved  from  oblivion,  in  the  two  volumes  of  his  works 
which. have  just  issued  from  the  press.  Stephen  Olin,  D.  D.  was 
one  of  nature's  noblemen,  gigantic  in  stature,  but  loftier  still  in 
all  the  attributes  of  mental  and  moral  greatness,  with  which  he 
was  endowed  to  an  extent  second  to  no  man  of  this  age.  The 
catholicity  of  his  religion,  elevated  him  far  above  the  incubus  of 
sectarianism,  which  never  vitiated  the  spirit  of  his  Christianity, 
nor  ever  enthroned  itself  upon  his  noble  soul.  "  Though  he  be 
dead,  he  yet  speaketh." 


The  following  testimonial  is  inserted  in  compliance  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  Committee,  composed  of  students  of  Medicine, 
iu  the  University  of  New-York,  and  the  New-York  Medical 
College. 

DR.  ELLIOTT'S  LECTURES. 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  of  the  Class  who  have  been 
favored  with  the  opportunity  of  listening  to  the  Course  of  Lectures 
on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
recently  delivered  by  S.  M.  Elliott,  M.  D.  in  this  city,  desire  to 
express  our  high  sense  of  the  value  of  his  instructions  in  this  de- 
partment, and  our  obligations  for  the  advautuges  we  have  derived 
from  his  microscopical  and  other  demonstrations  on  the  minute 
anatomical  structure  of  the  eye  and  its  appendages,  and  his  lu- 
minous illustrations  of  the  functions  of  this  organ  in  health  and 
disease,  including  the  operative  and  therapeutical  management 
of  the  numerous  maladies  which  impair  and  endanger  vision. 
We  cannot  forbear  to  add  that  in  our  opinion  Dr.  Elliott  possesses 
peculiar  advantages  as  a  public  teacher — his  extensive  experience 
in  this  department  enables  him  to  render  his  instructions  eminent- 
ly practical,  by  dissections,  cases,  and  the  preparation  of  the  va- 
rious articles  employed  in  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases. 
We  take  pleasure  in  recommending  our  fellow  studeuts  to  profit 
by  the  opportunities  which  every  repetition  of  these  lectures  will 
afford. 

M.  S.  Savaoe,  Md.  Alex.  Harvey,  Ala. 

S.  H.  Hudnall,  Va.  S.  W.  Dohertv,  N.  Brunswick. 

Alexander  Littell,  Dublin.    En\vr>.  S.  Fowler,  Pa. 
Thos.  D.  Dohertv,  Md.  JosErit  A.  McEvoy,  Tenn. 

Jas.  S.  Steves,  New  Brunswick.  A.  II.  Somers,  Va. 
Bayard  C.  Belt,  Md.  Peter  Hutchison,  N.  Y. 

Charles  Shepherd,  N.  J.         P.  Pollard,  Me. 
Enoch  Pearce,  Ohio. 

NEW  WORK  ON  OPERATIVE  SURGERY* 

Operative  Surgery  Illustrated,  by  R.  U.  Piper,  M.  D.  con- 
taining more  than  nineteen  hundred  Illustrations  of  operations 
and  of  surgical  diseases,  with  explanatory  text,  chiefly  from  the 
works  of  Bourgery,  Velpeau,  Mance,  Scarpa,  Astley  Cooper, 
Liston,  Mutter,  Pancoast,  Mott,  &c.  with  two  hundred  original 
drawings.  This  work  will  also  contain  a  chapter  on  the  use  of 
Ether  in  Surgery,  by  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery 
in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College,  it  being  a  communication 
published  in  the  Records  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  work  will  be  issued  in  a  handsome  12mo.  vol.  and  at  a 
price  that  will  place  it  within  the  reach  of  every  student  and 
practitioner.    Published  by 

TICKNOR,  REED  &  FIELDS. 

Boitou. 


THE  ILLUSTRATED 

HYDROPATHIC  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

A  COMPLETE  SYSTEM  OF  HYDROPATHY  AND  HYGIENE. 
An  Illustrated  Work,  in  Two  large  12mo.  Volumes,  embrac- 
ing Outlines  of  Anatomy,  Illustrated  ;  Physiology  of  the  Human 
Body ;   Hygienic  Agencies,  and  the  Preservation  of  Health ; 
Dietetics  and  Hydropathic  Cookery  ;  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Water- Treatment ;  Special  Pathology  and  Hydro-Therapeutics, 
j  including  the  Nature,  Causes,  Symptoms,  and  Treatment  of  all 
j  known  Diseases ;  Application  to  Surgical  Diseases  ;  Application 
j  of  Hydropathy  to  Midwifery  and  the  Nursery ;  with  a  Glossary, 
j  Table  of  Contents,  and  complete  Index.    By  R.  T.  Trail,  M.  D 
Published  by  Fowlers  and  Wells,  131  Nassau-street,  New- 
I  York,  and  142  Washington-street,  Boston.    Price  for  the  com- 
!  plete  Work,  substantially  Bound  and  Lettered  on  the  back  in 
Library  style,  $2  50. 

CHILDREN: 

THEIR  HYDROPATHIC  MANAGEMENT  IN  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE. 

A  descriptive  and  practical  work,  designed  as  a  guide  for 
families  and  physicians.  Illustrated  with  numerous  cases.  By 
Joel  Shew,  M.  D.  12mo.  432  pages.  Just  published,  and  for  sale, 
by  Fowlers  and  Wells,  No.  131  Nassau-street,  New- York. 
Price  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  $1  25. 

Of  all  the  popular  works  by  the  author  of  this  volume,  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  present  is  adapted  to  be  of  the  widest 
usefulness,  as  it  treats  with  so  much  sound  judgment  and  skill  a 
subject  of  vital  consequence  to  the  health  of  the  community. — 
New-York  Tribune. 
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AUR  THREE  JOURNALS.— The  American  Phrenological 
Journal,  The  Water-Cure  Journal,  and  The  Student, -are 
published  monthly,  each  at  One  Dollar  a  year,  in  advance,  by 
Fowlers  and  Wells,  New-York. 

The  Phrenological  Journal  is  devoted  to  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual development  of  men.  Phrenology,  Psychology,  Magnet- 
ism; Physiognomy,  and  all  that  relates  to  mind,  may  be  found  in 
this  publication. 

The  Water-Cure  Journal  is  devoted  to  Hydropathy,  Physiolo- 
gy, and  the  laws  of  life  and  health  ;  including  Dietetics,  to- 
gether with  the  philosophy  and  practice  of  the  Water-Cure. 

The  Student  is  designed  for  children  and  youth,  to  be  used  in 
schools  and  families.  It  is  devoted  to  education,  natural  history, 
with  engravings,  to  biography,  music,  phonography,  and  the 
natural  sciences  generally.  It  is  probably  the  best  educational 
serial  published  in  this  country. 

To  obtain  either  or  all  of  these  periodicals,  please  enclose  the 
amount  ($1.00  for  each  )  in  a  letter,  and  direct  the  same,  post- 
paid, to  FOWLERS  AND  WELLS, 

No.  131  Nassau-street,  New-York. 
ICr  Sample  numbers  sent  gratis.   Agents  wanted. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


A .  B .  &6   D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW- YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  largo  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soups,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgica 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware,  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 
Roots, 

eiinii  COD-UVZR  ©It, 

ogetherwith  every  Article  comprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

IMI1E  OF  OPIUM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drug 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  bad  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  IfC.  IfC. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  ils  opera- 
on  is  attended  by 

Ifo  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headach, 

ISor  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  general  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  oiherOpiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  ill  an  artificial  state  of 
combination  too,  produce  all  the  characterise  effects  of  so  triumphant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  its  other  valuable  principles  are  excluded. 

2.  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  morecharacteristic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  And  as  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeteriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latter  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  be 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  all  their  salutary  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &.  TS.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7,  1846. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy;  and  1  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  ed  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  beer,  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  mo  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  either  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  to  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
state  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  hours 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  with  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes;  but  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  I  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  fulling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeling 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti  emetic  it  is  invaln- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  itjf  superior  to  all  other 
articles  in  use  foi  particular  conditions.       Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.D. 

ID-  NOTICE. — A.  B.  &  D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun-, 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  1841,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during  that 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consumers  that  no  Elixir  of  Opium 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper,  and  all  ordersfrom  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Wholesale  Druggists,  141  William-street,  corner  of 
Pulton,  New-York.    Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 


Til  MMT  BISCUIT, 

OR 

THE   CONCENTRATED  EXTRACT  OF  BEEF, 
COMBINED  "WITH  FLOUR, 
Invented   and  Manufactured  in  Tex  as  , 
By  GAIL  BORDEN,  Jun. 

Secured  by  Patent  in  the  United  States  and  in  England. 

This  new  article,  forms  the  most  portable,  convenient 
and  useful  diet,  ever  offered  to  the  public.  The  "  Council 
IVIedal "  was  awarded  to  the  inventer  at  the  Great  Ex- 
hibition in  London ;  thus  showing  the  appreciation  there  had  of 
its  merits,  after  a  most  thorough  examination  by  the  distinguished 

Jury,  and  the  analysis  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  F.  R.  S. 

to  whose  report,  reference  may  be  made. 

Dr.  J.  IKE.  Bailey  United  States  special  Inspector  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Chilton  Chem- 
ist of  New- York,  have  also  attested  to  the  excellence  of  the  Meat 
Biscuit. 

The  Gold  Medal  of  the  American  Institute,  has 

also  been  awarded  "  for  this  new  and  valuable  article,"  as  well  as 
for  "  Pure  Beef  Lard  "  produced  in  its  manufacture.  The 
Meat  Biscuit  is  eminently  adapted 

For  Travellers  by  sea  and  land. 

Tor  the  JYEarine  Service  generally.  The  health  of 

seamen  would  be  preserved,  and  their  comfort  increased  by  the 
use  of  it.  Having  the  quality  of  meat  fresh  from  the  slaughter, 
it  would  doubtless  prove  anti-scorbutic  ;  and  with  the  sailors'  salt 
provision,  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance. 

For  Bispeptics,  Invalids  and  Convalescents, 

it  is  peculiarly  suitable,  from  its  easy  digestibility,  and  highly  nu- 
tritious properties.  It  is  entirely  free  from  fat,  salt  or  other  con- 
diment, or  antiseptic  whatever. 

For  Family  use,  and  in  all  circumstances  where  fresh 
meat  is  wanted,  the  Meat  Biscuit  will  be  found  most  useful  and 
economical. 

It  can  be  readily  prepared  for  use  as  a  Soup,  Puddiug,  Sauce 
and  Mince  Pie.  One  pound  contains  the  nutriment  or  essence 
of  five  pounds  of  the  best  fresh  beef.  One  ounce  will  make  a 
pint  of  rich  nutritious  soup  ;  and  for  a  Mince  Pie  only  two  ounc- 
es, to  every  pound  of  fruit. 

The  Preservative  qualities  of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been 
tested,  both  by  sea  and  laud,  for  more  than  twenty  months  past. 
It  has  been  carried  to  California  across  the  plains,  and  by  Cape 
Horn, — to  Canton  and  the  Arctic  seas,  and  back  again  ;  and  a 
canister  has  also  made  seven  consecutive  voyages  between  Gal- 
veston and  New-York,  all  remaining  in  a  perfectly  sound  state, 
as  when  first  manufactured. 

Numerous  and  high  testimonials  of  the  value  and  excellence 
of  the  Meat  Biscuit,  have  been  received  by  the  inventor.  Lo- 
renzo Sherwood,  Esq.  formerly  of  New- York,  now  resident  at  Gal- 
veston, the  place  of  manufacture,  testifies  "  to  the  great  care  and 
cleanliness  observed  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Meat  Biscuit." 
He  says,  "  I  can  give  the  assurance  that  greater  cleanliness  could 
not  possibly  be  observed,  while  only  the  best  quality  of  beef  and 
flour  that  can  be  obtained,  is  made  use  of." 

Sold  by 

J.  H.  Browcr  &  Co.  Sole  agents  in  New- York,  45  South  St. 
where  the  Inventor  may  be  addressed. 
Also  Sold  by 
Wade  &.  Osborne,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Hamlin  &  Perkins,  New  Bedford  Centre-st. 
Peirce  &  Bacon,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wm.  Bollaert,  Loudon,  2  St.  Peters  Alley,  CornhiU. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  .pure  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  powdered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  and  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  medica.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  &c.  Sec.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
&c.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instances  more  than  half)  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  us  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  tbe  American  market. 

It  seems  to  be  somewhat  difficult  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  things.  An  importing  house,  well  known  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New-York  Express  newspaper,  they  say : 

"The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im. 
posed  upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
in  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  $1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  80  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  seH  for,  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  less  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apothecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  cheapness,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we.  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  lies,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on,  and  that  is,  that  it  shall  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  pure  chemicals  Is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  are  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
are  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

PURE  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  and  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  in  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
in  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in. this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDRO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTRACTS 

•re  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vacuum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, and  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
in  common  use,  and  which  are  sufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 
riority " 


Among  them  are- 


Extract  of  Belladonna, 

Extract  of  Hops, 

Butternut. 

„  Jalap, 

Bloodt'oot, 

Kux  Vomica, 

Conium, 

„ 

"  Quassia1* 

.u 

ii  German 

'*  Rhubarb, 

a 

Chamomile, 

*'         Sarsaparilla,  Simplex, 

Colocynth,  Ordinary, 

"                   11  Compound, 

Opt 

"         Para    "  Alcoholic, 

Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 

"         Hon.    "  - 

"  Inspissated, 

u  Stramonium. 

Digitalis, 

u        t       "  Seeds, 

Gentian,  Opt. 

"         English  Valerian, 

"  Ordinary, 

««        Dutch  " 

Hyosciamus, 

It 

is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 

native  conditions  are  possessed  of 

very  active  medicinal  properties, 

by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert.  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plants,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  &c.  &c. 
To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  &c. 
all  the  active  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  we 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  &c.  &c. ;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  various 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  where- 
ever  known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  the  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  tho 
use  of  inert  remedies. 

Philip  Schieffelin,  Haines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New- York. 


OUR  CHEMICAL  FACTORY 

(known  as  thh  bellemont  laboratory) 
is  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  H.  CITRRIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  in  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Antimony  Tartrate,  Crystals, 

PulT. 

Ammonia,  Aqua, 

"        Liquor  Fort. 
Ammoniated  Alcohol, 

•«  "  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitras, 

"  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
"      •■  «'  Puro 

"    Sulphas,  Pure, 
'•         "  Exsiccat, 
Iodide,  Arsenic, 
»  Lead, 
"       "  Crystals, 
"  Iron, 
"       "  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

"        "      "  Crystals, 
"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals  differ  in  appearance  from  the  che- 
micals of  commoroe,  as  weH  as  in  their  valuable  properties,  and 


Morphine,  Acetate, 
Granville's  Lotion, 
Oil  Copaiva, 
Oil  Cubebs, 
Collodion,  1  oz.  vials, 
Precipitated  Chalk, 
Prussic  Acid, 
Potassa  Nitras,  Pure, 
Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 
Symp  Iodide  Iron, 
Sulphuret  Potassa, 
Vallet's  Ferruginous  Mass, 
Zinci  Acetas, 
ZiDci  Sulphas, 
Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Sodn,  de  Labarraque, 

Confection  Roses, 
Confection  Senna, 
Blue  Pill  Mass, 
Ung  Mercurial. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article  ; 
while  those  usually  sold  are  in  the  powdered  state,  in  which  form 
it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  tho  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  in  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 
gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  the  very  best  quality,  and,  when 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roots  of 
the  true  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  in  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
verizing Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  in  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammony,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  Medicines"  not  only 
pure,  but  of  the  best  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  uupowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  feel  every  confidence  that, 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  drutr«  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  from  being  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  and  also  in  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  these  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
it  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  for  th«  "  Extra 

Medicines"  of 

Philip  Schieficlin,  Haines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

/»  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  we 
have  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  on 
mlr  own  premises. 


EXTRA  POWDERS. 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P.  ", 
Pulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Alum, 

"  Allspice, 

"  Aloes,  Cape, 

"      "  Socot, 

"  Assafcetida, 

"  Antimony,  Ref.  Blk.  Sulpb. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

b  Aniseeds, 

"  Bayberry  Bark, 

,(  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root, 

"  Bitter  Root, 

«'  Black  Root, 

"  Borax, 

"  Buchu, 

"  Caraway  Seeds, 

"  Cantharides, 

•'  Canella  Alba, 

"  Cardamon,  (Seeds  only,) 

"  Cicuta, 

"  Cranesbill, 

"  Cloves,  . 

'  Cinnamon,  ordinary, 

"        a  Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  Columbo, 

"  Colchicum  Roo 

"         "  Seed, 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs,  ? 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 

"      "     1  oz.  vials, 

"  Ext.  Colocynth,  C'd. 

"      "   Licorice,  Calab. 

"  Fcenugrek  Seed, 

"  Gentian  Root, 

"  Ginger,  Jamaica, 

"  Golden  Seal, 

"  Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 

"  Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 

Gamboge,  , 

"  Mastich, 

"  Myrrh, 

"  Tragacanth, 

"  Hellebore,  white, 


Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover's 

Powders,) 
Jalap, 

Kino,  True, 
Lobelia, 

Seeds, 
Mandrake, 


Mezereon, 
Nux  Vomica, 
Nitrate  Potass,  Pure, 
Nutmegs, 
Nutgalls, 
Opium,  Turkey, 
Orange  Peel, 
Orris  Root, 

Pepper,  Cayenne,  Amer. 

Black, 
Peruvian  Bark,  Loxa, 
Red, 

"  Calisaya, 
Prickly  Ash  Bark, 
Pink  Root, 
Pleurisy  Root, 
Rhubarb,  Turkey, 

East  India, 
Rhatany  Root, 
Sarsaparilla,  Para, 
Sage, 

Summer  Savory, 
Sweet  Marjoram, 
Pabinn, 
Senna,  Alex. 
Seneka  Root, 

Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 

"  Virgin, 


Snakeroot,  Virginia 


Sulphate  Copper, 

"  Potass, 
Uva  Ursi, 
Valerian,  English, 

&c.  &c. 


Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  put  up  in  Vi  and  \b  pound  bottles,  at  10  cents  tee  pound 

ADVANCE. 

As  many  of  tho  Gums,  etc.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, 
Aloes,  Assafcetida,  &c.  &c.  they  are  very  liable  to  run  togetheV  and  become 
solid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  With  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  &c.  &c.  Some  roots  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  &c.  &c.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powders  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  solid  th*n  tho  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  replaus  them  with  others  that  are 

freshly  powdered.   

The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  wo  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  us  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  offered  in  market.  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
pure  tvhen  ordered  in  bulk. 

The  value  of  this  oil,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseapes,  is  no  longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to.be  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medicine, 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS— In  addition  to  the  Extra  Medicines,  we  also  kelp  a 
large  and  well-assorted  etock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured. .  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  other  Liquids  we  obtain  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  every  known  test  for  impurities;  and  ice  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
oj  Drugs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  such  that  we  can  offer  inducements 
to  dealers,  which  mtist  influence  all  who  not  only  like  to  have  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  have  goods  that  are  what  they  pur- 
port to  be,  and  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  ezaminalion  and  analysis. 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES  ct  CO. 
Druggists,  and  Manufacturing  Chemists,  New-Yomc. 
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COLLEGE 

OF 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS 

OF  THE 

University  of  the  State  of  New-York. 


The  Forty-Sixth  Session  of  the  College  will  be  commenced  on  Monday, 
11th  of  December,  1852,  and  continued  until  March  10th,  1853,  (com- 
mencement day.) 

ALEXANDER  II.  STEVENS,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  President  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgeijy. 

JOSEPH  M.  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHN  TORRE Y,  M.  D„  L.  L.  D.  Professor  of  Botany  and  Chemistry. 
*  ROBERT  WATTS.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

W1LLARD  PARKER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

CHANDLER  R.  GILMAN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Di- 
seases of  Women  and  Children. 

ALONZO  CLARK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  (in- 
cluding Microscopy.) 

'  ELISHA  BARTLETT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Mcdica  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  ot  Anatomy. 

FEES.— Matriculation  Fee,  85 ;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures, 
$105 ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee,  $25  ;  Board,  average 
$3  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New- York  Hospital  daily,  by  the 
Medical  Officers,  (Professor  Smith  being  one  of  them,)  fee  $8  per  annum  ; 
at  the  Bcllevue  Hospital  twice  a  week,  without  fee,  (Professors  Parker  and 
Clark  belonging  to  the  Medical  Staff:)  at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  without  fee ; 
and  upwards  of  1000  patients  are  annually  exhibited  to  the  class  in  the 
College  Clinique.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  are  abun- 
dantly furnished  through  the  respective  departments. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  at  the  close  of  the  Session ;  there 
is  also  a  Semi  annual  Examination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September. 
The  prc-requisites  for  Graduation  are — 21  years  of  age,  three  years  of 
Study,  including  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures,  the  last  of  which  must  have 
been  attended  in  this  College,  and  the  presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some 
subject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not  interfering  with  it,  a  Course 
of  Li-ct'irea  will  be  commenced  on  Monday,  27th  September,  and  continu- 
ed until  the  11th  October. 

The  Course  will  be  free. 

R  WATTS,  M.  D.  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 


NEW-YORK 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New- York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  6th  October,  1852,  and  continue  five 
montha 

Hoback  Gbeen,  M.  D.  President  of  the  Faculty,  and  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  H.  Whitakeb,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and 
Surgical  Anatomy.  » 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
rapeutics. 

B.  FoHJwez  Barkeb,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children. 

R.  Ogden  Dobemus,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

J.  M.  Cabnochan,  M.  D.  Profeseor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of 
Surgery  with  Surgical  Pathology. 

Edmund  R  Peasi.ee,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
Microscopy. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Wednesday  22nd 
of  September,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will 
be  free  to  all  Medical  Students. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  exten- 
sive Museum  fully  representing  external  and  internal  pathology,  together 
with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New-York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass 
those  of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  New- York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as 
well  as  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the 
city.  A  Surgical  and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  be  held 
weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  sub- 
jects for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 

Fees.— Matriculation,  $5.  Demonstrators  Ticket,  $5.  The  full  course 
$105.    For  the  final  examination,  $30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practise 
his  profession  in  any  part  of  the  State  without  being  subject  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  examinations  from  Medical  Societies. 


R.  OGDEN 


DOREMUS, 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 


New- York  Medical  College, 

East  Thirteenth-st  near  Broadway. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


KIERSTED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT. 

The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  Medicine, 
throughout  the  United  States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  nanied 
invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  of 
AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OR  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR 
FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,    BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 
<fcc.  &c. 

It  has  likewise  been-  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 
or  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  Or  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE  ;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  does  notfail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  all  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  ULCERS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  tmly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  send  to  such  Thysicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use  ;  and  to 
euch  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address. 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

££a 'IP.  2&SS&£'5PJm3 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  532  Broadway, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New- York.) 

COLLAMOItE  HOUSE. 

*»*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 
JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  N.  J 
R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristown,  N.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Strmfo-d,  Ct.  and 
8.  SAWYER,  12*  Lalu-$t.  Chicego,  III. 


CHIOROFORM. 

PURE. 

Much  of  the  Chloroform  of  Commerce  being  very  impure,  and  its  use 
having  in  some  cases  been  attended  with  unpleasant  consequences,  we 
have  been  repeatedly  urged  to  make  some,  at  our  Laboratory,  of  a 
quality  superior  to  that  generally  for  sale  in  this  market.  We  would 
therefore  inform  the  Medical  Profession  that  we  have  prepared  an  article, 
the  purity  of  which  can  he  implicitly  relied  on. 

NITRATE  OF  SILVER 

Can  also  be  obtained  of  us,  PERFECTLY  PURE,  either  in  sticks  or 
crystals,  manufactured  at  our  Laboratory.  U»**iM» 

MORPHINE. 

Our  Morphine  having  acquired  a  reputation  superior  to  any  other, 
those  who  have  occasion  to  use  the  article,  will  be  satisfied  of  its  excel 
lence  by  giving  it  a  trial. 

WE  ALSO  PREPARE  THE 

SYRUP  OF  IODIDE  OP  IRON, 

Now  so  highly  esteemed  as  a  remedy  in  Scrofulous  complaints.  These 
articles  (which  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  physicians  to  have  of 
reUable  quality,)  are,  with  our  other  preparations,  offered  to  the  notice  of 
those  desiring 

PURE  DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS, 

AND 

SUPERIOR  EXTRACTS, 

OF 

PHILIP  SCHIEFFELIN,  HAINES,  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Manufacturing  Chemists, 

107  Wnter-strect.  Ntw-Yovk' 


WITHOUT   SMELL  OR  TASTE. 

Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  &.  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  tlie  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  the  beans  in  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection. iIitherto"the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea 
sant  to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
pearance, it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
veral of  the  new  und  valuable  remedies  recently  announced  of  which  we 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz. ;— The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm;  Hydroi'erro  Cyanate  of  Potash  and  Urea;  the  new  Febrifuge; 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  lron,&c.  &c. 

For  Sale  hy  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  Hue  of  business. 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 


SMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY 

PART  3rd. 

Ztippincott,  Grambo  6c  Co. 

NO.  14  NORTH  FOURTH-STREET,  PHILADELPHIA, 

Have  just  published  a  "  System  of  Operative  Surgery,  based  upon  the 
practice  of  Surgeons  in  the  United  States,"  by  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D., 
assistant  lecturer  on  Demonstrative  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania.   Illustrated  with  highly  finished  steel  engravings.^ 
PARTS  1,  2,  3  now  ready. 

"  The  beauty  and  extent  of  the  Illustrations  would  amply  suffice  to  com- 
mand attention,  and  place  this  book  in  the  front  rank  of  standard  publica- 
tions. But  its  character  as  an  essentially  American  work,  built,  as  its  title 
pages  imports,  upon  a  strictly  national  foundation  must  secure  for  it  a 
general  welcome.  The  Bibliographical  index  is  a  treasnre  in  itself,  and  a 
monument  of  the  compilers  industry  which  must  win  for  him  the  esteem 
of  every  medical  inquirer." — Midical  Eiamincr,  Jan.  1852. 

'•It  is  a  book  alike  creditable  to  the  author.and  the  country." — Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Dec.  1851. 
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Professional  Advertisements  will  be  inserted 

the  following  rates,  viz  : 

Single  insertion,  for  a  column,  $5. 

"       "       12  lines  or  less,  $1. 
Annual  advertisers,  for  a  column,  $10  per  quarter. 

«  "        12  lines  or  less,  $5.    "  " 

Smaller  advertisements  in  proportion. 
Medical  Colleges,  Lectures,  &c.  will  be  charged  at 
the  annual  rates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inser- 
tions, whether  more  or  less  than  a  quarter. 

Subscription. — The  price  of  this  journal  is  $1  per 
annum,  which  must  be  paid  in  advance.  Double  num- 
bers, 12  J  cents.    Extra  copies,  $10  per  hundred. 


TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

This  being  a  Double  number,  our  next  issue  will  be 
the  15th  of  July. 


Third  Year. 

The  present  doable  number  completes  the  second 
.  year  of  this  publication  ;  and  our  next  issue  July  15th, 
will  be  the  commencement  of  the  third  year,  and  for  this 
many  of  our  subscribers  have  paid  in  advance,  for 
which  promptitude  they  have  our  thanks.  If  all  who 
mean  to  sustain  the  Gazette  will  do  likewise,  by  enclos- 
ing one  dollar  through  the  Post  Office  to  the  editor, 
'without  delay,  we  shall  esteem  it  a  favor. 

The  present  volume  will  be  completed  by  monthly 
numbers  equivalent  in  size  to  the  present,  and  will 
close  in  December,  when  a  new  volume  will  commence 
and  the  paper  be  enlarged  without  much  increase  of 
price.  But  payment  in  advance,  is  indispensable,  to 
sustain  the  publication  at  so  low  a  rate. 

New  subscribers  can  still  be  supplied  with  the  back 
numbers,  from  the  beginning.  Two  volumes  bound 
and  lettered,  may  be  had  .by  enclosing  three  dollars. 

Agents  are  allowed  25  per  cent,  on  all  subscrip- 
tions, which  they  may  retain  when  remitting  the  money 
by  mail ;  and  at  our  risk,  if  post  paid. 


To  Correspondents. 

Dr.  S.  writes  us  that  a  neighboring  physician  has 
several  times  taken  charge  of  his  patients,  knowing 

'  them  to  be  such,  and  refuses  explanation  or  apology. 
We  must  decline  the  insertion  of  such  complaints,  as 

'they  are  of  every  day  occurrence.  The  remedy  lies  in 
the  Committee  on  Ethics,  if  the  party  offending  is  a 
member  of  the  Academy.    If  an  "  outsider,"  it  is  only 


in  the  lex  talionis.  Such  a  man  excludes  himself  from 
all  courtesy,  and  his  patients,  if  he  have  any  worth 
taking,  should  be  considered  common  property,  and  the 
reason  avowed  should  be  the  law  of  justice,  "  Whoso 
diggeth  a  pit  for  his  neighbor,  shall  fall  therein." 
Those  who  practise  our  art  from  no  higher  motive  than 
a  mercenary  one,  have  mistaken  their  calling.  Alas ! 
"  their  name  is  legion,  for  they  are  many." 

"  Self  Respect,"  need  feel  no  apprehensions  as  to 
anonymous  inuendoes,  or  threats,  deterring  us  from  our 
duty  to  the  profession  or  shielding  the  parties  from 
just  criticism.  The  Gazette  and  its  editor  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  Dr.  Bedford,  or  his  Plattsburg  organ,  and 
kindred  tools,  wherever  the  parties  are  known.  The 
profession  correctly  estimate  both  "  master  and  man." 
See  Report  from  the  Richmond  convention. 

Dr.  H.  A.  R.  will  excuse  us,  but  we  cannot  afford 
room  for  any  thing  more  on  the  subject  of  his  pro- 
tracted controversy. 


RECEIPTS  for  3rd  Vol.  not  otherwise  acknowledged— Drs.  Masters 
Watson,  Hubbard,  Burwell,  Hoyt,  Bishop,  Sabin,  Cash,  Proudfoot,  Davis, 
Ranny,  Huntington,  Ilentzc,  L.  A.  Smith,  Hotfman,  Tncband,  Mathewson 
2,  Rogers,  Linely  2,  Sayre  2,  Bowman,  Debard,  J.  N.  Smith. 


To  the  Profession. 

Our  readers  need  not  be  reminded  that  this  Journal 
"has  set  its  face  as  a  flint"  against  every  phase  of 
quackery,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  profession  ;  and 
especially  against  existing  abuses  in  medical  schools  at 
home  and  abroad,  by  which  our  profession  has  been  too 
long  disgraced.  They  will  bear  witness  witli  how 
much  truthfulness,  fidelity,  and  fearlessness,  the  dignity, 
honor,  and  usefulness  of  the  craft  have  been  sustained 
and  vindicated,  irrespective  of  the  interests  of  any 
clique,  party,  or  school.  And  they  know  with  what 
forbearance  towards  persons  our  strictures  have  been 
made,  even  when  individuals  had  justly  merited  rebuke. 

In  undertaking  this  task,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
Journal  and  its  editor  should  be  in  a  position  to  defy 
and  despise,  as  we  can  afford  to  do,  whatever  assaults 
might  be  made  upon  either,  by  the  parties,  who  "  by 
this  craft"  of  quackery  "have  their  gains."  Hence 
we  counted  among  the  cost  of  our  course,  the  com- 
bined malice  of  the  whole  tribe  of  quacks,  mounte- 
banks, and  charlatans,  whose  "  fellow  feeling  makes 
them  wondrous  kind,"  and  this  whether  they  be  found 
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in  the  chairs  of  the  University  ;  or  retailing  Mesmerism 
and  spiritual  knocking  at  a  shilling  a  dose,  as  itinerant 
lecturers ;  or  in  the  kindred  avocations  of  nostrum 
vending,  all  of  them  alike,  living  by  public  imposture. 

In  the  performance  of  our  duty,  we  found  in  our 
midst  a  Medical  College,  sheltered  beneath  the  wing  of 
a  University,  whose  faculty,  forgetting  the  dignity  due 
to  the  craft,  in  their  overweening  anxiety  to  make  a 
fictitious  show  of  numerical  superiority  over  their 
rivals ;  have  descended  to  means  so  low  and  degrading, 
that  the  whole  profession  have  felt  it  to  be  humiliation 
any  longer  to  tolerate  such  disreputable  proceedings. 
The  school  has  been  puffed  ad  nauseam  in  the  precise 
ways,  and  by  the  identical  instrumentalities  to  which 
the  Sarsaparilla  gentry,  and  venders  of  Brandrelh's 
pills  resort ;  by  cards,  handbills,  and  disgusting  adver- 
tisements, until  the  cry  of  "  Shame  on  such  quackery  !" 
has  been  heard  all  over  the  land.  And  apprehension 
has  been  expressed  in  the  New- York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  by  one  of  its  most  prominent  members,  that 
"  an  army  of  hirelings  will  soon  be  seen  marching  in 
procession  down  Broadway,  dressed  in  fantasticals,  and 
bearing  banners,  show  bills,  and  the  like,  in  the  style  of 
Barnum's  menagerie  ;  designed  to  attract  students  and 
patients  to  the  College  cliniques,"  and  even  this  need 
not  surprise,  as  it  would  not  more  deeply  degrade  the 
profession. 

Among  the  Faculty  there  are  gentlemen  who  loathe 
these  proceedings,  and  yet  lack  the  courage  or  the 
power  to  arrest  them,  while  any  one  of  their  number 
unscrupulously  persists  in  perpetuating  them.  Having 
himself  no  sympathy  in  common  with  the  profession  of 
the  city  or  country,  who  have  long  since  consigned  him 
to  Coventry,  he  involves  the  school  in  the  responsibility 
of  his  reckless  temerity,  by  outraging  all  the  pro- 
prieties of  the  fraternity  for  his  own  laudation,  under 
cover  of  aggrandizing  the  school.  But  every  body 
here  remembers  the  punishment  for  a  brutal  assault 
upon  the  late  estimable  Professor  Beck,  in  Broadway, — 
the  plagiaristic  lecture  from  Southwood  Smith  and 
Lawrence, — the  ambition  to  figure  as  a  jockey,  in  a 
horse  race  at  Saratoga — and  the  late  self-glorification 
for  an  operation,  which  is  now  proved  to  have  been 
performed  by  Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  &c.  <fcc.  But  every 
body  does  not  know,  that  he  has  a  hireling  press  at 
Plattsburg,  devoted  to  puffing  him  and  his  school, 
300  miles  off,  by  the  publication  of  bald  fictions  known 
here  to  be  such,  under  the  title  of  "  reports,"  and  for 
which  other  Medical  Journals  have  given  him  merited 
rebuke.  This  paper  of  Northern  New- York  has  been 
puffed  in  the  newspapers  in  Georgia  and  other  parts 
of  the  South,  until  the  Medical  journals  there  have 
exposed  the  cheat,  and  plainly  indicated  its  source  and 
motives,  in  terms  of  ridicule  and  contempt.  All  this 
and  much  more  is  notorious,  and  yet,  at  this  very  hour, 
an  obstetrical  clinique  is  weekly  conducted,  as  announced 
in  his  "  organ,"  where  exposures  are  made  of  female 
patients,  whose  "  poverty  and  not  their  will  consents," 


tempted  as  they  are  by  advertisements  offering  advice 
gratis,  but  which  do  not  announce  the  wanton  and 
unnecessary  indignities  to  which  they  are  subjected,  by 
exposure  to  a  promiscuous  crowd  of  young  men,  in 
despite  of  the  expressed  voice  of  our  whole  profession 
condemning  all  sucli  scandalous  pandering  to  the  pru- 
rience of  youth,  as  needless,  and,  what  is  worse,  de- 
moralizing to  the  last  degree. 

This  Journal  has  been  called  to  the  work  of  re- 
proving and  correcting  these  and  other  mischiefs  which 
prevent  New-York  from  successfully  prosecuting  the 
work  of  Medical  Education,  in  which,  from  her  position 
and  resources,  she  might  otherwise  take  the  lead, 
instead  of  being  so  far  behind  some  other  cities,  as  she 
confessedly  is.  These  quackeries  in  our  prominent 
school  have  created  prejudices  against  all  the  schools  in 
New-York,  by  which  our  other  schools  suffer;  and  to 
reform  them  is  the  sole  object  of  our  efforts. 

Having  thus  defined  our  own  position,  and  exposed 
to  view  the  source  and  animus  of  the  abuse  recently 
heaped  upon  us,  by  the  chief  conspirator  and  his 
pliant  tools  at  Plattsburg  and  elsewhere,  we  now  repeat 
that  we  can  afford  to  despise  such  impotent  malice, 
and  defy  any  and  every  assault  of  slander  and  detrac- 
tion ;  else  we  had  lived  in  vain.  Our  character  and 
motives  are  well  understood,  by  our  brethren  of  the 
profession  every  where  ;  and  as  to  the  conspirators 
against  us,  they  resemble  their  kindred  to  whom  it  is 
only  necessary  to  "  give  them  rope  enough,  and  they 
will  presently  hang  themselves."  Nous  verrons.  We 
bide  our  time. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Dr.  George  R.  Grant's  address  before  the  Medical 
Society  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  has  been  published. 
It  presents  enlightened  and  practical  views,  on  the 
Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  condition  of  that  city,  aud 
merits  high  commendation. 

Spiritual  Itapping. 

This  vilest  of  all  the  recent  impostures,  except  Men- 
tal Alchemy,  seems  to^be  reviving  here  and  elsewhere. 
W e  see  reports  of  numerous  victims  of  insanity  from 
this  source  being  received  into  the  lunatic  asylums.  We 
would  bespeak  a  place  in  some  of  these  excellent  insti- 
tutions for  several  of  our  citizens,  representing  respec- 
tively the  bench,  the  bar,  the  pulpit,  and  the  tribe  of 
Homoeopathic  doctors,  several  of  whom  including  their 
chief,  have  caught  the  contagion  and  are  in  nightly  con- 
clave amid  circles  of  spirits,  "  black  spirits  and  gray." 
We  have  several  communications  ourselves,  "not  from 
the  spirits,"  for  we  have  not  yet  taken  leave  of  our  wits  ; 
but  upon  the  subject  of  the  tricks  by  which  our  neigh- 
bors are  duped  out  of  both  their  wits  and  their  money; 
while  others  are  making  money  by  the  operation.  We 
hope  our  friend,  Dr.  Benedict,  of  the  Ulica  Asylum  for 
Lunatics,  will  have  room  for  all  parlies,  not  the  knaves, 
but  their  dupes.  The  former  should  be  safely  housed 
in  the  state  prison,  and  would  be,  but  for  the  imperfec- 
tion in  our  laws. 
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Lunatic   Asylum   on  Blackwell's  Island. 

The  annual  report  of  Dr.  M.  H.  Ranney,  Resident 
Physician,  exhibits  an  improved  condition  of  the  Insti- 
tution, by  the  following  statistics,  viz  : 
Number  of  patients,  January  1,  1851,    .       .  464 
Admitted  during  the  year,       .       .       .  .441 


Whole  number, 
Of  whom  these  were 
Discharged, 
Died,  . 


SO 


905 


388 


Remaining,  December  31st,  1851,     .       .       .  517 
Dr.  B.  Ogden  is  now  the  sole  consulting  Physician. 
The  expenses  for  the  year  were  $28,098,06. 


Stone  in  the  Bladder. 

This  disease  which  has  been  so  rare  in  this  latitude 
is  in  danger  of  becoming  epidemic,  as  would  seem  from 
a  report  of  Professor  Van  Buren  in  the  last  Medical 
Times.  'Two  cases  of  lithotrity  are  reported.  The  one 
originated  in  the  fragment  of  a  broken  catheter,  and  the 
other  was  a  case  of  stricture,  which  we  are  told  was  the 
"cause  of  the  stone!"  This  will  be  sad  news  for  the  pa- 
tients suffering  under  stricture,  and  if  they  should  all 
have  a  calculus  detected  while  treated  by  dilatation, 
lithotrity  and  lithotomy  will  be  common  operations. 
Dr.  Carnochan's  lectures  are  timely. 


Poisoning. 

Two  children  under  our  observation,  have  lately  been 
poisoned  by  eating  banana  fruit  drops;  supposed  to 
contain  fusel  oil,  the  ethereal  preparations  of  which  are 
employed  by  confectioners.  The  symptoms  were  those 
of  cholera  morbus,  but  the  cause  in  both  cases  was  ob- 
vious, though  only  a  few  of  the  drops  had  been  eaten. 


New  American  Work. 

Professor  Horace  Green,  of  the  New-York  Medical 
College,  has  just  published  a  new  work  on  the  Surgical 
treatment  of  Polypi  of  the  Larynx,  and  iEdema  of  the 
glottis.  It  is  published  by  G.  P.  Putnam,  in  his  usual 
style  of  elegant  typography,  and  illustrated  by  a  num- 
ber of  superior  plates. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  these  formidable  and 
fatal  varieties  of  throat  disease,  are  much  more  frequent 
than  is  generally  supposed,  and,  until  recently,  for  lack 
of  accurately  discriminating  them,  they  have  been  un- 
successfully treated.  Professor  Green  has  performed  a 
timely  and  acceptable  service  to  the  profession  by  the 
preparation  of  this  monograph,  which  condenses  all  that 
is  known  upon  these  subjects  historically  ;  and  much 
that  will  be  practically  useful,  derived  from  his  own 
observation  and  experience.  We  commend  the  book  to 
the  favor  of  medical  men  everywhere  who  cannot  peruse 
it  without  profit. 


Palmer's  Artificial  Legs. 

The  following  testimonial  of  the  perfection  to  which 
this  admirable  mechanism,  can  be  adapted  to  its  pur- 
poses. It  is  addressed  to  the  proprietors  at  Springfield, 
Mass.    See  advertisement  on  another  page. 

CASE    EXTRAORDINARY  BOTH    LEGS  AMPUTATED  !  ONE 

AT   THE  THIGH. 

Requiring  the  use  of  one  Artificial  Knee  joint — adjusted 
April  22,  1852. 
West  Medford,  Mass.,  May  10,  1852. 
Messrs.  Hudson  &  Currier  : — Dear  Sirs — I  now 
seat  myself  to  inform  you  how  I  get  along  with  my 
Artificial  Legs.   I  find  that  I  improve  daily,   I  walked 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  this  morning  before  breakfast ;  and 
after  I  went  to  the  Depot,  and  sold  tickets  till  10 
o'clock.    I  walk  with  perfect  ease ;  and  .about  the  house 
and  some  out  doors,  use  only  one  cane.    The  Hospital 
Surgeons  say  there  is  no  room  for  improvement ;  and 
every  body  considers  it  a  wonderful  operation  and  with- 
out a  precedent.  J.  S.  Sanford. 


Coroner's  Inquest. 

We  have  received  a  communication,  animadverting 
upon  a  late  verdict,  that  a  patient  of  Drs.  Pope  and 
Woodcock  had  died  of  narcotism,  which  was  rendered 
without  a  post-mortem,  the  Coroner  and  Jury  decid- 
ing on  the  testimony  of  the  two  doctors  who  ex- 
pressed this  opinion,  although  less  than  five  grains 
of  opium  had  been  taken.  Our  correspondent  avers 
that  the  woman  died  in  consequence  of  a  retained  pla- 
centa, which  came  away  shortly  before  death.  The 
criticism  may  be  just  as  to  mal-treatment,  as  it  cer- 
tainly is  as  to  the  impropriety  of  any  verdict  being 
given  without  an  autopsy.  The  reason  assigned  for 
this  omission  is,  that  the  body  was  so  putrid,  that  none 
of  the  medical  men  would  consent  to  make  a  post-mor- 
tem. This  was  certainly  a  case  of  very  rapid  decom- 
position at  this  season,  but  the  jury  could  not  go  behind 
the  evidence.  But  we  cannot  find  room  for  the  article 
in  this  number. 


College   of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

By  the  announcement  on  another  page  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  next  course  of  lectures  at  this  venerable 
school,  will  commence  on  the  1  Uh  of  October,  and  be 
continued  for  the  full  term  of  Jive  months.  A  free  pre- 
liminary course  will  begin  on  the  27th  of  September, 
not  interfering  however  with  the  regular  course,  atten- 
dance upon  the  latter  being  obligatory.  There  are  eight 
full  professors  here,  who  do  not  lecture  by  proxy,  hav- 
ing no  sub  professors  ;  and  disdaining  the  trickery  of  a 
recruiting  office  for  students,  during  the  summer  to  en- 
list them  for  the  winter,  by  a  bounty  of  $30,  exacted  in 
advance.  Advertising  doctors,  obstetrical  cliniques,  o 
la  Bedford,  &c.  will  find  no  countenance  with  the  Fa- 
culty  of  this  school.  We  refer  to  the  announcement, 
which  will  speak  for  itself,  j 
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Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society. 

The  last  Medical  Examiner  reports  the  proceedings 
of  this  body. 

The  following  resolutions  from  the  Montgomery 
Society,  were  after  discussion,  adopted. 

Dr.  Wimlet,  in  accordance  with,  instructions  from  the 
Montgomery  County  Medical  Society,  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions. 

Whereas,  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  the  subject  of  amending  the  Constitution,  so  as 
to  change  the  present  mode  of  representation,  was  presented 
by  a  committee  and  will  be  acted  on  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Association,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
favors  the  principle  of  representation  by  delegates  from 
County,  District  and  State  Medical  Societies,  as  that  most 
accordant  with  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  and  most  likely 
to  promote  the  permanency  and  success  of  the  National 
Association. 

Resolved,  That  restricting  representation  to  County,  Dis- 
trict, or  Slate  Societies,  and  conferring  upon  the  members 
of  these  bodies  the  right  of  membership  in  the  National 
Association,  will,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  offer  a  power- 
ful inducement  for  Physicians  throughout  the  United  States 
to  organize  in  their  respective  districts,  and  thus  become  con- 
stituent branches  of  the  Association,  and.  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  which  such  membership  can  confer. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  this  Society  be  re- 
quested to  lay  these  resolutions  before  the  National  Asso- 
ciation, signed  by  the  officers  of  the  State  Society,  and  that 
they  use  their  exertions  to  have  the  principle  of  represen- 
tation herein  approved,  adopted  by  that  body. 

To  show  the  views  of  the  prominent  members,  we 
insert  a  brief  extract  from  the  debate. 

Dr.  Hays  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution,  by  insert- 
ing,—after  the  words  "  County,  District,  and  State  Medical 
Societies," — "and  a  restricted  representation  from  Medical 
Colleges,  subject  to  certain  conditions." 

Dr.  Hays  believed  that  the  introduction  of  these  resolu- 
tions was  an  attempt  to  manufacture  public  opinion  on  the 
subject,  and  to  prejudge  the  question  in  advance  of  the  action 
of  the  National  Medical  Association.  Under  existing  circum- 
stances, he  admitted  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  continue,  un- 
changed, the  present  plan  of  representation  in  the  Association. 
It  was  certainly  unequal.  But,  in  endeavoring  to  remedy  this 
inequality,  we  should  not  go  too  far,  lest,  in  the  end,  we'over- 
reached  ourselves.  If  we  exclude  the  Colleges  entirely  from 
representation  in  the  Association,  they  become  our  masters. 
Allow  them  a  restricted  representation — he  was  not  for  ex- 
tending it  beyond  a  single  representative — and  we  control 
them.  By  thrusting  all  the  schools  out  of  the  Association, 
the  good  and  the  bad  together,  we  shall  be  really  giving  coun- 
tenance to  those  whose  course  is  disgracing  the  profession. 
Say  that  those  only  who  come  up  to  the  conditions  laid  down 
by  the  Association,  and  who  comply  in  good  faith  with  its 
requisitions,  shall  have  a  place,  and  you  will  encourage  the 
well  disposed  schools  to  persevere  in  their  efforts  at  improve- 
ment and  reform,  and  ultimately  break  down  those  who  pur- 
sue a  contrary  course.  He  said  that  the  Committee  of  the 
National  Medical  Association,  to  whom  this  subject  had  been 
referred,  proposed  to  allow  one  representative  'in  the.  Asso- 
ciation to  all  Colleges  which  had  six  professors,  which  gave 
an  annual  course  of  at  least  sixteen  weeks,  and  which  exact- 
ed from  candidates  for  graduation,  that  they  should  be  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  have  studied  for  three  years,  two  of  which 
must  have  been  with  some  respectable  practitioner,  and  should 
have  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures.  He  was  strongly 
of  opinion,  that  if  we  desired  to  see  the  schools  come  up~to 
this  standard,  we  should  not  shut  them  out  of  our  ranks.  If 
we  continued  to  receive  representatives  from  them,  he  believed 
that  we  should  ultimately  destroy  all  who  refused  to  comply 
with  our  demands. 

*  Dr.  H.  S.  Patterson  thought  that  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
ciety were  due  to  Dr.  Hays,  for  presenting  the  question  in  a 


nut-shell.  The  question  was  now  clearly,  whether  the  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  schools  were  to  sit  in  the  National  Asso- 
ciation as  individuals  or  as  professors.  As  regards  the  feel- 
ing of  the  schools  on  this  point,  he  was  pretty  certain  that 
they  did  not  ask  the  privilege  as  a  body,  and  that  very  many 
faculties  were  not  at  all  strenuous  about  retaining  it.  "Be  this 
as  it  may,  however,  wo  have  the  question  now  directly 
brought  to  an  issue,  by  the  Montgomery  Countv  resolutions 
on  the  one  side,  and  Dr.  Hays'  amendment  on  the  other.  Dr. 
Hays'  argument,  that  we  should  keep  the  schools  in  the  Asso- 
ciation to  have  them  under  control,  Dr.  Patterson  said,  ap- 
peared to  him  like  the  idea  of  "marrying  a  man  to  get  rid  of 
him."  He  really  could  see  no  force  m  it.  But  he  could  see 
much  force  in  the  objections  urged  against  the  inequality  and 
injustice  of  the  privileges  claimed  for  the  schools.  To  allow 
a  faculty  of  six  professors  one  representative — for  they  could 
not  go  below  one — was  certainly  to  establish  a  very  great 
disproportion  between  professors  and  members  of  the  county 
medical  societies.  And,  besides  this,  there  was  another  in- 
justice; the  professors  were  twice  represented,  once  from  the 
faculties,  and  again  from  the  societies.  Now,  there  was  a 
very  general  feeling,  which,  whether  just  or  not,  it  was  wise 
to  respect,  that  this  distinction  ought  not  to  be  made  between 
professors  and  other  members  of  the  profession.  It  savored 
of  an  oligarchy  ;  it  made  a  sort  of  upper  house,  although  sit- 
ting in  the  same  body.  It  were  far  better  for  the  gentlemen 
of  the  schools  to  come  down  to  the  same  level  with  their 
brethren,  and  to  consent  to  make  the  National  Association  a 
purely  representative  body.  He  was  for  adopting  an  equal 
ratio — not  so  high  as  to  exclude  sparsely  settled  districts,  but 
on  the  other  hand,  not  low  enough  to  make  the  Association 
an  indiscriminate  crowd.  And  he  thought  there  would  al- 
ways be  a  fair  proportion  of  professors  in  the  body,  as  in  fact 
they  often  went  there  now,  from  this  city,  as  representatives 
of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  of  the  County  Medical  So- 
ciety. There  need  be  no  fear,  he  thought,  that  the  Associ- 
ation would  lose  a  control  over  the  schools,  because  they  were 
not  to  be  allowed  to  knock  at  their  doors  with  the  privileges 
of  close  bodies.  They  would  always  be  within  the  reach  of 
a  sound  and  healthy  public  opinion  ;  and  this  they  would 
never  defy.  At  all  events,  ho  had  little  faith  in  the  efficacy 
of  mere  legislation.  And  he  was  satisfied  that  the  establish- 
ment of  an  inquisitorial  censorship  over  the  Colleges,  such 
as  Dr.  Hays'  plan  seemed  to  imply,  was  exceedingly  difficult. 
It  would  certainly  lead  to  a  delicate  and  dangerous  assump- 
tion of  power,  which  would  be  always  most  reluctantly  ex- 
ercised, from  an  indisposition  to  establish  personal  enmities. 
Dr.  Hats  reiterated  his  views. 

Dr.  I.  Parrish  expressed  his  cordial  approval  of  Dr. 
Patterson's  remarks. 

Dr.  Condie  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  Dr.  Hays. 
His  own  opinions  which  he  had  long  since  expressed,  were 
in  accordance  with  the  tenor  of  the  Montgomery  county  re- 
solutions ;  but  he  knew  that  the  sentiments  which  prevailed 
in  the  National  Association  were  the  other  way,  and  he 
thought  it  inexpedient  to  tie  the  hands  of  the  representatives 
whom  we  sent  there  lest  our  vote  should  be  lost.  It  was 
best  for  the  present  to  be  content  with  a  restriction  of  college 
representation,  and  not  to  endanger  the  whole  plan  for  im- 
proving the  representation  of  the  Association,  in  the  attempt 
to  accomplish  too  much. 


State   Medical  Society. 

A  Semi-annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Socie- 
ty will  be  held  in  this  city  on  the  last  Tuesday  (20th) 
of  the  present  month,  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  in  Crosby-street,  the  session  to  commence  at 
eleven,  A.  M.  Puerperal  peritonitis  is  to  be  one  of  the 
subjects  for  discussion  at  this  meeting,  to  be  brought 
before  the  Society  by  Dr.  Brinsmade.  We  doubt  not 
that  the  meeting  will  prove  an  interesting  as  well  as  a 
profitable  one. 


MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 
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(From  the  Medical  Times.)  J 

Annual    Meeting  of    the   Association    of  Medical 
Superintendents  of  Institutions  for  the  Insane. 

This  Association  met  and  commenced  its  sessions  at  j 
the  Irving  House,  in  this  city,  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  of 
May. 

The  following  gentlemen,  representing  most  of  the 
American  Institutions,  were  present : — 

Dr.  Andrew  Macfarlane,  of  the  State  Asylum,  Con- 
cord, N.  H.  x-  - 

Dr.  Clement  A.  Walker,  of  the  Boston  Asylum, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell,  of  the  McLean  Asylum,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Dr.  George  Chandler,  of  the  State  Asylum,  Wor- 
cester, Mass. 

Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  Private  Institution,  Dorchester, 
Mass. 

Dr.  N.  Cutter,  Private  Institution,  Pepperell,  Mass. 
Dr.  John  S.  Butler,  Connecticut  Retreat,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

Dr.  Isaac  Ray,  Butler  Hospital,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Dr.  N.  D.  Benedict,  New- York  State  Asylum,  Uti- 
ca,  N..Y. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Ogden,  Visiting  Physician,  Blackwell's  ; 
Island  and  Sanford  Hall,  New-York. 

Dr.  A.  V.  Williams,  lately  Visiting  Physician,  Black-  ! 
•well's  Island,  New-York. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Nichols,  Bloomingdale  Asylum, 
New- York. 

Dr.  Moses  H.  Ranney,  Blackwell's  Island  Asylum, 
New-York. 

Dr.  Henry  W.  Buel,  Sandford  Hall,  Flushing,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  Francis  Bullock,  King's  County  Asylum,  Flat- 
bush,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Buttolph,  New  Jersey  State  Asylum, 
Trenton,  N.  J. 

Dr.  Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dr.  Wra.  S.  Haines,  Blockley  Hospital,  Philadel-  j 
phia,  Pa. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Worthington,  Friend's  Asylum,  Frank-  \ 
ford,  Pa. 

Dr.  John  Curwen,  State  Asylum,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  ! 
Dr.  J.  Hanbury  Smith,  State  Asylum,  Columbus,  0.  ; 
Dr.  Richard  J.  Patterson,  Indiana  Hospital,  India- 
nopolis,  la. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Higgins,  Illinois  State  Hospital,  Jackson- 
ville, 111. 

Dr.  Francis  T.  Stribling,  Western  Asylum,  Staun- 
ton, Va. 

Dr.  Thomas  F.  Green,  State  Asylum,  Milledgeville,  \ 

Ga. 

Dr.  C.  J.  Fremont,  Quebec  Asylum,  Canada. 
officers  : 
Dr.  H.  Buttolpu,  Secretary. 
Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell,  Pres.  ;  Dr.  Isaac  Ray,  VicePres.  j 
Elaborate  and  valuable  papers  were  read  by  the  fol-  I 


lowing  gentlemen,  and  their  topics  critically  discussed 
by  the  convention  : — 

On  the  popular  estimate  of  Hospitals  for  the  Insane, 
by  Dr.  Ray. 

On  the  practice  of  employing  male  attendants  in  fe- 
male wards  of  Asylums,  by  Dr.  Stribling. 

Notes  of  several  cases  of  a  peculiar  form  of  disease 
first  described  by  Dr.  Bell,  in  1819;  by  Dr.  Worth- 
ington. 

On  the  comparative  value  of  steam  and  hot  water 
in  heating  hospitals,  both  large  and  small,  for  the  In- 
sane ;  by  Dr.  Kirkbride. 

Interesting  discussions  also  arose  upon  the  proper 
disposition  to  be  made  of  insane  criminals  ;  also  on  the 
direction,  organization,  and  discipline  of  hospitals  for 
the  insane  ;  upon  the  arrangements  and  construction  of 
water-closets,  plans  and  drawings  for  which  were  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Kirkbride  ;  also  upon  the  manual  for  at- 
tendants, presented  by  Dr.  Curwen  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Association  ;  which  manual,  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  it,  recommended  very  cordially  for 
adoption.  Resolutions  were  passed  commending  the 
benevolent  labors  of  Miss  Dix ;  also  resolutions  of 
thanks  for  kindness  shown  to  the  Association  while  visit- 
ing the  New- York  Hospital,  the  Bloomingdale  Asy- 
lum, Sandford  Hall,  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum, 
Blackwell's  Island  Asylum,  and  the  steamer  Atlantic. 

Also  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  Association  to  Mr. 
Howard,  of  the  Irving  House,  for  his  generous  hospi- 
tality. 

The  sessions  of  the  Association,  and  the  ^full  and 
free  discussion  of  all  topics  connected  with  the  great 
subject  of  the  care  of  the  insane,  were  marked  by  unu- 
sual interest,  and  cannot  fail  to  promote  the  objects  in 
view. 

The  Association  adjourned  on  Saturday  morning,  to 
meet  at  Baltimore,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  May,  1853, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 


Castleton  Medical  College. 

This  ancient  school  begins  its  next  session  fri  August, 
and  retains  as  high  standing  in  all  respects,  as  any  one 
of  the  country  schools.  Professors  Goldsmith,  Carr, 
and  Sweetser  are  permanently  and  prosperously  sustain- 
ing their  reputation  as  capable  teachers,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  present  Faculty  are  well  spoken  of  by  the 
classes  which  continue  to  patronize  the  school. 


Professor  Draper 

Has  notified  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine  that 
the  Faculty  of  the  University  do  not  recognize  that  body. 
No  action  has  yet  been  taken  upon  his  official  letter 
which  is  certainly  ill  advised.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  Academy  will  henceforth  recognize  the 
University  or  its  graduates. 
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Memoir  of  Robert  Troup  Paine, 

BY  HIS  PARENTS. 

Printed  for  private  distribution,  especially  among  the 
classmates  of  the  youth. 

We  know  not  when  our  sensibilities  have  been  more 
tenderly  touched,  than  on  the  receipt  of  a  presentation 
copy  of  this  parental  tribute  to  the  surpassing  intellec- 
tual worth  and  extraordinary  moral  purity  of  an  only 
son  ;  who  by  his  genius  and  ability,  no  less  than  his 
excellence  of  character,  had  given  promise  of  blessing 
and  being  blessed  on  earth,  but  who  by  one  of  those 
mysteries  in  Providence  which  are  unsearchable,  has 
been  unexpectedly  removed  to  that  higher  sphere  0/ 
blessedness  where  it  is  said,  "  what  we  know  not  now, 
we  shall  know  hereafter." 

Unwilling  to  intrude,  even  seemingly,  upon  the  sacred 
privacy  of  private  griefs,  or  to  open  wounds  yet  bleed- 
ing, and  which  by  a  Divine  ordinance  time  on  earth  and 
re-union  in  heaven,  alone  can  heal,  yet  we  cannot  for- 
bear our  condolence  with  the  venerable  Father,  now  the 
only  survivor  of  those  parents,  by  whom  this  Memoir 
had  been  prepared,  before  the  stricken  Mother  followed 
her  son  quickly  to  the  tomb.  There  is,  there  can  be 
but  one  source  of  consolation  to  such  a  bereaved  hus- 
band and  father,  bending  beneath  the  fierce  blast  which 
has  thus  desolated  his  household,  and  left  him  alone  of 
earth,  a  solitary  "  heart  to  know  its  own  bitterness." 
That  solace  is  found  in  the  religion  of  both  parents  and 
son,  whether  living  or  dying,  and  which  points  to  Him 
who  has  said,  "  The  Lord  shall  be  thy  everlasting  light, 
and  the'days  of  thy  mourning  shall  be  ended."  May 
our  venerable  friend  be  sustained  under  these  sore  be- 
reavements by  Divine  support. 

We  forbear  to  say  more,  and  will  only  add  that  the 
Memoir  is  a  royal  quarto  of  524  pages,  contains  an  en- 
graved portrait  of  its  lamented  subject,  and  of  his  esti- 
mable mother,  since  deceased  ;  together  with  two  co- 
lored plates  of  wild  flowers,  which  that  mother  had  ga- 
thered with  her  own  hand  on  the  occasion  of  the  birth 
day  of  her-  son,  August  10th,  1850,  when  he  attained 
his  majority. 

The  typographical  execution,  by  John  F.  Trow,  and 
the  binding  of  the  volume  by  E.  Walker  &  Sons,  are  not 
surpassed  by  those  of  any  artizans  in  these  departments, 
of  whom  our  country  can  boast.  We  shall  prize  our 
copy  with  our  venerable  friend's  autograph,  above  all 
price ;  apart  from  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  volume,  of 
which  we  may  speak  through  another  and  more  fitting 
medium,  hereafter. 


New-York  Medical  College. 

By  the  announcement  on  another  column,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  third  course  of  regular  lectures  in  this 
new  school,  will  commence  early  in  October  with  seven 
professors,  and  be  continued  five  months.  In  thus  re- 
specting the  voice  of  the  American  Medical  Association 


in  calling  for  an  extension  of  the  lecture  term,  and  a  full 
corps  in  the  Faculty,  this  College  has  evinced  its  pur- 
pose to  march  pari  passu  with  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  our  city  in  the  improvement  of  medical 
education,  and  in  aiming  to  elevate  the  standard  of  quali- 
fication for  professional  honors.  This  course  will  com- 
mend the  school  to  support  and  patronnge.  For  the 
details  we  refer  to  the  announcement,  on  our  . title  page. 

Kossuth  and  his  Physician. 

[The  following  tribute  by. the  Hungarian  Chief  to 
the  science  and  skill  of  his  faithful  physician,  is  as  honor- 
able to  the  head  and  heart  of  the  writer,  as  it  is  credit- 
able to  the  gentleman  in  whose  behalf  the  testimonial  is 
given.    We  insert  it  with  much  pleasure.] 

We  have  received  the  following  communication  from 
Gov.  Kossuth,  and  publish  it  with  pleasure  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  New-York  Daily  Times: 

I  respectfully  request  you  to  afford  me  the"  benefit 
of  that  publicity  of  which  your  journal  is  so  distinguish- 
ed an  organ,  to  fulfil  a  duty  of  heartfelt  gratitude  to- 
wards Dr.  Louis  Szpaczek,  my  physician,  who,  after 
having,  in  the  war  of  my  country's  independence,  acted 
with  self-sacrificing  devotion  the  noble  part  of  bravely 
assisting  the  wounded  on  the  battle  field  in  his  quality 
of  chief  surgeon,  has  accompanied  me  into  exile  and 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  my  homeless  life  up  to 
the  present  day,  through  Europe,  Asia  and  America, 
and  has  devoted  the  rare  accomplishments  of  his  medical 
skill,  his  daily  and  nightly  cares,  and  his  untiring  con- 
scientious watchfulness,  with  such  fidelity  and  such  de- 
voted attachment  to  the  medical  attendance  of  my  own 
self,  family  and  companions,  that  it  is  but  a  poor  tribute 
due  to  his  inappreciable  services  for  me  publicly  to 
acknowledge  that  he  was  not  only  the  skilful  preserver 
of  my  health,  but,  indeed,  the  security  of  my  life,  amidst 
the  complications  of  often  strange  and  dangerous  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  render  him  the  same  tribute  of  thankful  acknow- 
ledgement in  the  name  of  all  those  who  shared  my  exile 
in  Turkey  and  were  the  companions  of  my  detention  in 
Asia.  There  are  many  of  them  whom  his  skill  and  in- 
defatigable care  has  restored  to  health,  when  there  was 
scarcely  any  more  hope,  and  all  unite  with  me  in  these 
expressions  of  gratitude,  not  only  for  his  skillful  medical 
aid  in  sickness,  lut  for  his  tender  and  assiduous  watch- 
fulness until  the  restoration  of  health. 

If  I  had  the  means  of  offering  him  a  position,  how- 
ever humble  and  inadequate  to  his  merits,  which  indeed 
his  devotion  would  accept,  nothing  should  induce  me 
to  proceed  unaccompanied  by  him,  whithersoever  duty 
may  direct  my  wanderings ;  but,  as  I  am  but  a  poor 
exile,  I  can  but  with  deep  regret,  and  the  expression  of 
my  lasting  gratitude,  recommend  him  to  the  public  as  a 
medical  attendant  in  whom  they  will  never  have  to  re- 
gret any  confidence  they  may  repose,  and  request  of 
your  courtesy  and  kindness,  gentlemen,  publicity  to 
this  my  recommendation.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  very  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

L.  Kossuth. 
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<C  o  m  m  u  n  t  c  a  1 1  o  n  n i 

Dr.  Stewart. 

[We  give  place  to  the  following  communication,  at 
the  special  request  of  Dr.  Stewart,  who  desires  its  in- 
sertion for  self-vindication.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New-York  Medical  Gaiette. 

Stateu  Islaud,  May,  1852. 

Dear  Sir,— In  the  number  of  your  journal  for  July 
1851,  there  was  published  a  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Grinnell  (a  ship-owner  of  New-York  city)  and  myself, 
in  reference  to  some  statements  which  he  asserted  I  had 
made  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  in  connexion  with 
the  subj«t  of  Quarantine  as  applied  to  his  vessels, 
and  although  the  matter  is  not  one  likely  to  prove  of 
interest  to  your  subscribers — being  merely  a  personal 
difficulty — I  cannot  in  justice  to  myself  longer  refrain 
from  asking  the  use  of  your  columns  for  the  publica- 
tion, through  the  same  channel,  of  the  annexed  letters 
and  extracts  from  the  Report  of  a  Select  Committee  of 
of  the  Assembly,  which  will,  I  trust,  place  the  subject 
in  its  true  light. 

I  have  delayed  thus  long  to  notice  the  publication 
refered  to,  hoping  that  the  late  Legislature  would  by 
speedy  attention  to  the  subject  in  which  the  difficulty 
originated,  have  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  do 
so  ;  want  of  time,  however,  having  prevented  definite 
action  upon  the  unanimous  Report  of  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee to  restore  the  office  of  "  Physician  of  Marine 
Hospital,"  justice  cannot  be  done  me  through  that 
source  until  the  next  year,  and  I  Tun  thus  reluctantly 
forced  to  vindicate  myself  from  the  ungentlemanly 
charge  of  having  endeavored  to  deceive  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  our  State,  under  whom  I  held  a  respon- 
sible office. 

Furnishing,  as  these  papers  do,  a  complete  and 
thorough  vindication  of  my  character  from  the  imputa- 
tions that  were  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  it,  I  now 
feel  myself  at  liberty,  and  in  a  manner  bound  to  state 
— inasmuch  as  other  gentlemen  are  connected  with  the 
firm  to  which  Mr.  Grinnell  belongs — that  I  have  never 
for  a  moment  supposed,  nor  intended  to  convey  the  im- 
pression that  they  or  any  other  merchants  of  our  city 
were  privy  to  any  arrangement  for  violating  or  evading 
the  law,  or  whereby  they  were  to  derive  any  special 
benefit  through  the  Quarantine.  Any  assertions  that 
I  may  have  made  were  intended  for  a  wholly  different 
purpose,  of  which  fact  Mr.  Grinnell's  partner  was  well 
aware  at  the  time  when  his  correspondence  commenced. 

I  do  not  conceive  that  the  unjust  and  dishonorable 
system  of  persecution  which  has  been  pursued  towards 
me  by  certain  parties  and  their  friends — the  whole  of 
which  I  am  now  forced  to  expose  in  detail  to  the  Legisla- 
ture with  abundant  documentary  proof — would  be  any 
justification  for  my  allowing  imputations  to  rest  upon 
gentlemen  with  some  of  whom  I  am  unacquainted, 
and  who  it  has  never  been  my  intention  to  injure  or 
molest.    I  therefore  unhesitatingly  repeat,  that  so  far 


as  my  knowledge  extends,  I  am  aware  of  nothing  in 
connection  with  the  subject  of  quarantine  derogatory  to 
to  the  character  of  any  of  our  shipping  merchants. 

It  is  true  that  some  of  them  occupy,  as  Commis- 
sioners of  Emigration,  a  false  position  in  regard  to  the 
Quarantine  institutions  and  officers,  who  were  during 
the  whole  time  that  I  was  connected  with  the  Marine 
Hospital  directly  in  their  pay,  and  during  the  last  year 
acting  in  concert  with  them  against  me,  and  this  may 
very  readily  have  occasioned  the  impression  that  they 
might  be  influenced  by  improper  motives.  In  the  ab- 
sence, however,  of  all  proof  of  culpability,  it  would  be 
both  ungenerous  and  disloyal  to  indulge  in  insinuations 
involving  personal  character  and  reputation.  The  fact 
that  such  insinuations,  and  even  directly  false  charges, 
have  been  made  against  me  by  some  of  these  parties,  is 
no  justification  for  retaliations  of  a  similar  character. 
My  affairs  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Legislature, 
whose  Committee  has  so  far  done  me  ample  justice, 
and  I  have  no  fear  of  the  final  action  of  that  body, 
when  they  shall  have  been  made  fully  acquainted  with 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  imposed  upon,  and 
the  trickery  through  which  they  were  deceived. 

Respectfully,  your  obedt.  servant, 

F.  Campbell  Stewaet. 


Marine  Hospital,  Stateu  Island,  May  17,  1851. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Hunt,  Albany. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  have  received  letters  from  Mr.  M. 
II.  Grinnell  of  New-York  city,  stating  that  he  had 
been  informed  by  "  Washington  Hunt,  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New-York,"  that  I  had  "  represented  at 
Albany  that  partiality  has  been  shown  towards  the 
ships  belonging  to  my  (his)  firm  in  their  being  allowed 
improperly  to  pass  the  Quarantine,"  and  calling  upon 
me  to  furnish  him  with  the  dates  of  arrival  of  the  ships 
to  which  the  statement  had  reference,  or  to  say  whether 
I  did  or  did  not  make  the  assertion. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  repectfully  request 
your  Excellency  to  inform  me  what  was  the  exact  pur- 
port of  any  conversation  that  I  may  have  had  with 
you  on  this  subject,  (for  it  has  entirely  escaped  my  re- 
collection if  any  such  conversation  took  place,)  or 
whether  the  information  was  the  result  of  hearsay  only. 
Your  word  will  be  all  sufficient  to  satisfy  me,  and  if  I 
have  made  any  communication  to  you  in  regard  to  this 
matter  I  shall  fell  bound  to  give  my  reasons  for  hav- 
ing done  so. 

I  should  have  returned  a  decisive  answer  to  Mr. 
Grinnell  immediately  on  receiving  his  first  letter  but 
for  the  reason  that  I  have  been  subjected  of  late  to  so 
many  annoyances  of  this  kind,  and  such  powerful 
efforts  have  been,  and  are  still  being  made,  by  certain 
influential  persons  connected  with  a  portion  of  the 
whig  party,  aided  by  others  personally  inimical  to  me, 
to  accomplish  either  my  removal  from  office  or  the 
abolition  of  the  office  itself,  that  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  be  very  guarded  in  what  I  say  and  do ;  for  if 
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there  be  any  ulterior  political  object  in  view  for  injuring 
me,  an  important  point  would  be  gained  if  your  confi- 
dence in  me  were  to  be  impaired,  or  any  misunder- 
standing could  be  brought  about  between  us.  I  deem 
it  incumbent  upon  me  to  state  to  you  in  this  connection 
with  the  view  of  preventing  all  misconception,  that 
although  I  have  never  been  actively  engaged  in  politi- 
cal life  and  consider  politics  to  be  wholly  at  variance 
with  my  professional  pursuits,  I  have  ever  been  a  firm 
adherent  to  the  great  whig  party  of  the  country,  and 
a  uniform  supporter  of  its  policy.  I  might  be  doing 
you  and  myself  injustice  were  I  not  to  state,  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner,  that  I  belong  to  the  Union 
section  of  the  party;  am  a  decided  supporter  of  the 
great  leaders  of  that  section;  and  approve  most 
heartily  of  all  the  compromise  measures  of  Congress. 
My  own  personal  convictions ;  my  family  reminiscences ; 
and  all  my  associations  impel  me  to  this  political 
course,  and  I  deem  it  a  duty  towards  you,  under  whom 
I  continue  to  hold  office,  to  make  this  frank  avowal. 

Hoping  that  you  will  excuse  me  for  being  obliged 
to  address  you  at  this  time  in  the  manner  I  have  done, 
and  trusting  that  you  will  favor  me  with  a  reply  at 
your  earliest  convenience, 

I  remain  very  respectfully  and  truly, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 
(Signed.)  F.  Campbell  Stewart. 


State  of  New-York,  Executive  Department. 

Albany,  May  30th,  1851. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  have  replied  sooner  to  your  let- 
ter of  the  17th  inst.  but  for  my  absence  at  the  West. 
Your  inquiry  relates  to  two  conversations,  and  I  will 
endeavor  to  give  my  best  recollection  of  each.  In  one 
of  our  interviews,  while  the  Legislature  was  in  session, 
you  mentioned  that  there  were  reports  or  complaints 
that  the  vessels  of  Grinnell,  Minturn  &  Co.  were  al- 
lowed to  pass  the  Quarantine  and  come  to  the  city 
sooner  after  their  arrival  than  the  vessels  of  other 
owners.  At  the  same  time,  something  was  said  about 
the  number  of  days  that  ships  were  ordinarily  detained, 
while  those  of  Grinnell,  Minturn  &  Co.  had  been  per- 
mitted to  come  in  at  an  earlier  period,  but  I  will  not 
undertake  to  state  the  time  with  precision.  You  ob- 
served at  the  same  conversation,  that  you  did  not  pro- 
fess to  state  the  fact  of  your  own  knowledge,  but  that 
6uch  reports  existed  and  were  believed  by  some  or 
many  of  the  city  merchants.  That  was  the  purport  of 
your  statement,  as  nearly  as  I  can  remember. 

In  a  subsequent  conversation  with  Mr.  Grinnell,  I 
mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  heard  reports  of  this  cha- 
racter, and  made  some  inquiries  of  him  on  the  subject. 
He  denied  the  allegations,  and  insisted  on  knowing  the 
source  of  my  information.  I  replied  that  you  had  spo 
ken  to  me  of  the  existence  of  the  reports,  or  statements 
to  that  effect,  and  I  had  heard  them  alluded  to  by  some 
others,  perhaps  members  of  the  Legislature,  but  my 


memory  would  not  enable  me  to  recall  the  names  of  all 
who  had  alluded  to  the  subject. 

You  are  aware  that  in  the  contest  before  the  Le- 
gislature many  imputations  and  recriminations  were  in- 
dulged in  by  both  sides.  I  have  regretted  the  difficul- 
ties at  the  Quarantine  sincerely,  and  my  strongest  de- 
sire has  been  that  the  public  interest  should  not  suffer 
or  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  heat  of  personal  controversy. 
If  any  such  favoritism  has  been  shown  towards  parti- 
cular vessels,  I  should  consider  it  a  material  fact,  and  a 
practice  which  should  be  promptly  corrected.  If  on 
the  other  hand  it  is  an  erroneous  impression,  it  is  due 
to  all  parties  that  it  should  be  removed. 

This  endless  controversy  at  the  Marine  rTospital  is 
most  unfortunate,  and  excites  my  special  aversion. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
(Signed)  Washington  Hunt. 

Dr.  F.  Campbell  Stewart,  Marine  Hospital. 


Extracts  from  the  testimony  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  affairs  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration.  (Assembly  Docu- 
ment, No.  34,  February  6,  1852.) 

Page  50, — George  Andrews  being  sworn  by  the 

chairman  says :  *  *  *  * 

■>;-    '*>'''    '*.  *  *  *        ■  » 

When  I  have  been  down  to  quarantine,  it  takes  the 
health  officer  about  three  times  as  long  to  count  the 
passengers  and  to  do  his  business  on  vessels  passed  by 
him,  the  health  officer,  not  belonging  to  either  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Emigration,  as  on  vessels  owned  by 
some  of  them.  It  is  a  general  and  proverbial  remark 
amongst  the  runners,  look  out  boys,  or  you  will  not  get 
a  chance,  for  here  is  one  of  the  Commissioners  ships, 

and  she  will  be  passed  before  we  cah  catch  her. 

*  mt8fjpi9U\!ti  ^         ^         *         *  'il4U!Vv?- 

Page  53, — Charles  Gallagher  being  sworn,  says : 

*  "       S»  *  *  *  * 

I  have  noticed  Marshall's,  Grinnell's,  and  other 
leading  lines,  when  their  vessels  were  quarantined,  the 
sick  ones  were  taken  out  and  the  vessels  allowed  to 
come  to  town,  and  transient  ships  in  like  cases  quaran- 
tined, so  that  is  giving  the  owners  of  ths  liners  the  ad- 
vantage; it  is  very  seldom  you  hear  of  one  of  Grinnell's 
vessels  being  quarantined,  if  you  read  the  papers  you 
will  find  they  always  come  up.  * 

*  *  *  '*  »  ,  * 


Dental  Colleges  and  Professional  Men. 

Some  very  brief  remarks,  on  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion pursued  by  "Dental  Colleges  recently  brought  into 
existence,"  contained  in  a  paper  published  in  the  New- 
York  Journal  of  Medicine  for  January  last,  have  called 
forth  a  statement,  signed  by  several  practitioners  of 
medicine  of  Baltimore,  and  of  practitioners  of  dentistry 
elsewhere  located,  of  so  singular  a  character  as  to 
require  that  it  should  be  replied  to. 

Its  substance  may  be  summed  up  under  the  fol- 
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lowing  heads,  each  "of  which  will  be  accompanied  by 
such  remarks  as  the  particular  case  may  seem  to  re- 
quire ;  and  in  conclusion,  certain  interesting  facts, 
bearing  upon  this  matter  shall  be  stated,  with  all  the 
brevity  that  the  case  will  admit. 

1st. — That  those  whose  names  are  attached  "  should 
publicly  contradict  a  statement  made  by  Dr.  Trenor, 
which  they  know  to  be  unjust,  injurious,  and  untrue." 
Now  as  this  language  strikes  us  as  being  rather  incon- 
sistent with  that  courtesy  which  a  full  and  fair  discus- 
sion of  every  scienti6c  subject  so  obviously  requires, 
we  must  be  permitted  to  suppose  that  the  gentlemen 
signers  did  not  intend  to  convey  a  meaning  so  decidedly 
offensive  and  objectionable.  This  is  the  more  to  be 
hoped  for,  as  their  only  justification  for  such-an  impli- 
cation rests  solely  upon  the  interpretation  which  the 
remark,  "-Dental  Colleges  recently  brought  into  ex- 
istence," will  most  obviously  warrant. 

Every  one  at  all  conversant  with  this  subject  knows 
full  well,  that  within  the  last  eighteen  months,  or  a  little 
more,  several  Dental  Colleges  have  been  and  are  being 
organized  aj  different  and  distant  points  through 
the  States,  while  those  who  have  put  forth  this  charge, 
profess  to  represent  exclusively  a  single  institution,  and 
one,  too,  which  has  been  some  twelve  years  and  upwards 
in  existence.  With  such  facts  to  guide  them,  it  exhi- 
bits a  singular  obtuseness,  that  could  so  have  applied 
the  "  remarks  "  of  the  writer  in  the  New- York  Jour- 
nal. While  on  the  other  hand,  it  evinces  a  strange 
obliquity  of  intellect,  if  not  of  intention,  that  could 
have  hazarded  so  grave  a  charge  upon  so  feeble  a  pre- 
text. 

2d. — "That  they  are  particularly  designated  by 
Dr.  Trenor  as  the  objects  for  the  reproach  that  he 
invokes"  for  having  "lent  their  influence  to  further 
improper  purposes,"  <fec.  &c. 

As  no  single  institution  was  at  all  alluded  to,  neither 
was  any  person,  nor  number  of  persons,«referred  to  in 
the  most  distant  manner  by  the  writer  of  the  '  Remarks,' 
a  strange  hallucination  must  have  come  over  those  gen- 
tlemen signers  to  have  supposed  that  they  were  in- 
tended to  have  been  made  objects  of  reproach,  &c.  &c. 
It  may  be  sufficient  however,  to  observe,  that  as  the 
writer  of  the  '  Remarks '  know  nothing  of  those  gen- 
tlemen signers,  nor  of  their  relative  position  to  the 
Institution  for  which  they  now  stand  sponsors,  he  could 
have  entertained  no  such  intention  towards  them  as 
they  have  had  the  complacency  to  charge  him  with. 

3d.— That  Dr.  Trenor  "  makes  an  assertion  utterly 
unauthorized  by  facts,  when  he  declares  that  all  the 
instruction  which  every  medical  school  inculcates  in 
medicine  and  surgery  they  do  not  "  &c.  &c.  "  perform." 

Now  as  these  gentlemen  signers  have  here  endorsed 
fully  and  without  reserve,  all  that  the  writer  of  the 
4  Remarks  '  had  advocated  as  the  acquirements  essen. 
tial  to  a  practitioner  of  dentistry,  and  while  acquiescing 
in  the  importance  he  attaches  to  medicine  and  surgery, 
assert  that  "giving  such  instruction  does  enter  into 
the  arrangement  of  the  institution,  is  sufficiently  pro- 


vided for  by  them,"  &c.  &c.  it  establishes  conclu- 
sively the  entire  necessity  of  this  course  of  instruction 
in  the  opinion  of  at  least  both  parties  to  this  contro- 
versy. But  if  the  writer  of  the  '  Remarks  '  cannot  be 
shown  to  have  made  any  particular  allusion  to  this 
Baltimore  Institution,  and  as  his  views,  on  the  course 
of  instruction  are  shown  to  have  been  fully  assented  to 
by  those  gentlemen  signers,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive 
what  justification  they  can  offer,  for  the  violent  attack 
they  have  made  on  the  motives  and  veracity  of  the 
writer  of  the  '  Remarks.' 
j  4th. — This  appeal  is  put  before  the  public  as  the 
I  declaration  of  those  who  are  influenced  only  and  solely 
by  "  the  obligation  which  rests  upon  all  men  to  do  jus- 
;  tice  and  vindicate  the  truth,"  "  and  that  no  one  of 
them  has  directly  or  indirectly  any  other  interest  in  the 
institution  than  that  which  results  from  an  appreciation 
of  its  usefulness  to  the  community." 

Passing  over  the  somewhat  doubtful  disinterested 
motives,  by  which  those  holding  their  authority  to  prac- 
tise their  profession,  from  the  Baltimore  Dental  College, 
might  be  supposed  to  be  actuated,  in  affixing  their 
names  to  this  paper,  we  come  to  the  fact  that,  more 
than  one  gentleman,  and  that  too  among  the  most  in- 
fluential and  efficient,  and  acting  obviously  in  a  repre- 
sentative capacity  as  members  of  the  faculty  of  this 
College,  have  been  busily  employed  in  seeking  signa- 
tures to  this  document,  impelled  by  no  other  considera- 
tion, doubtless  "  than  that  which  results  from  an  appre- 
ciation of  its  usefulness  to  the  community  "  and  "  the 
obligation  which  rests  upon  all  men  to  do  justice  and 
vindicate  the  truth  "  !  !  ! 

Even  if  the  writer  of  the  '  Remarks  '  had  become 
justly  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  want  of  veracity,  the 
facts  above  stated  should  have  taught  all  those  con- 
cerned in  this  transaction,  the  value  of  the  parable  of 
the  beam  and  the  mote,  and  should  promptly  and 
effectually,  have  stayed  their  heedless  pen. 

5th. — "As  Dr.  Trenor  has  never  visited  the  institu- 
tion he  must  be  comparatively  uninformed,"  <fec.  &c. 
Passing  by  this  very  frivolous  objection,  as  if  there 
were  not  hundreds  of  sources  of  correct  information, 
independent  of  personal  visitation  and  inspection,  we 
come  to  the  6th,  and,  after  all,  the  most  important 
feature  of  this  very  unique  paper. 

The  undersigned  do  hereby  concur  in  recommending 
the  Baltimore  College  of  Dental  Surgeiy  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  public  "  ! ! ! 

Of  course  the  officers  of  the  institution  must  have 
been  perfectly  disinterested  in  hunting  up  signatures  to 
such  a  certificate,  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  published 
to  the  world.  Nevertheless  it  would  be  instructive  to. 
learn  from  those  gentlemen  signers,  what  were  the  real 
motives  which  influenced  these  officers  in  this  particular. 
Was  it  with  them  too  "  the  obligation  which  rests  upon 
all  men  to  do  justice  and  vindicate  the  truth  V'  Such 
obligations  particularly  in  such  cases,  it  is  apprehended, 
will  be  found  to  be  more  than  usually  binding. 
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It  certainly  would  have  been  time  enough  for  the 
friends  of  this  Institution  to  have  replied  when  it  was 
directly  and  unmistakeably  assailed.  But  this  uncalled- 
for  defence  without  ever  having  been  attacked,  fully 
confirms  the  truth  of  the  adage  that  the  guilty  con- 
science needs  no  accuser.  Indeed  it  is  impossible  to 
resist  the  conviction  that  a  sore — a  very  sore  spot  has 
been  touched,  and  that  real  disease  is  festering  beneath. 
They  must  excuse  us,  therefore,  if  in  the  endeavour  to 
ascertain  its  character  and  extent,  it  is  probed  to  the 
very  bottom ;  nor  wince  not,  if  in  the  effort  to  effect  a 
radical  cure,  the  caustic  or  the  cautery  be  freely  and 
fearlessly  applied. 

Suppose  that  any  of  the  numerous  contributors  to 
our  medical  periodicals,  should  announce  the  dispa- 
raging opinion  daily  expresssed  in  medical  circles  of 
the  thousand  and  one  medical  schools  which  swarm 
through  the  land,  and  that  in  consequeuce  thereof  any 
medical  institution  possessing  the  slightest  pretensions 
to  character  or  standing,  should  present  the  very  un- 
dignified spectacle  of  parading  before  the  public  cer- 
tificates of  character,  reputation,  and  recommendation  ; 
need  there,  could  there  be  a  more  humiliating  spectacle 
presented  to  the  gaze  of  the  whole  profession  ?  Yet 
such  is  the  attitude  which  this  Baltimore  Institution 
now  occupies. 

Again,  when  we  see  two  of  the  principal  professors 
of  one  of  these  Institutions,  the  one  seeking  patents 
for  some  fancied  or  actual  professional  improvement, 
and  the  other  openly  advocating  and  promoting  such 
application,  it  is  rather  too  late  to  be  told  that  we  have 
stepped  at  all  beyond  the  bounds  of  propriety,  or 
have  spoken  irreverently  or  unjustly  in  the  allusions 
made  to  Dental  Colleges  by  the  writer  of  the  remarks  ; 
and  to  be  told  this,  too,  by  those  who  sign  themselves 
members  of  the  medical  profession  ! ! !  The  profession 
itself,  however,  has  given  pretty  conclusive  evidence, 
that  it  understands  this  matter  a  great  deal  better  than 
the  gentlemen  (M.  D's.)  who  have  signed  this  paper. 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  medical  schools  and 
medical  lectures  need  not  be  told  that  a  prosy  and 
incompetent  professor  is,  unfortunately,  now  and  then 
met  with,  and  that  there  will  also  be  found  in  every 
class  some  one,  two,  or  three  students,  who  never  can 
be  made  to  comprehend,  or  be  benefited  by  the  most 
eloquent  or  accomplished  teachers ;  but  if  the  difficulty 
of  being  interested  in  the  lectures  or  teachers  extend  to 
the  whole  class,  then  the  deficiency  must  be  attributed, 
not  to  the  pupils  but  to  the  teachers.  As  for  instance, 
we  are  told  by  the  Professor  of  the  principles  and 
practice  of  Dental  Surgery  in  the  Baltimore  College 
himself,  that  "  students  of  dental  surgery  generally  do 
not  avail  themselves  of  the  instruction  given  in  dental 
colleges."  And  again,  in  speaking  of  the  mechanical 
rooms  in  contra-distinction,  as  it  would  seem,  to  the 
college  lectures,  the  same  authority  informs  us  that  "  it 
requires  all  the  talent  of  our  colleagues,  and  the 
stringent  regulations  of  the  school,  to  obtain  sufficient 


consideration  for  the  latter  "  (the  lectures.)  Now  it  is 
very  obvious  that  the  difficulties  here  complained  of 
must  rest  either  with  the  class  or  the  professors.  The 
gentlemen  signers,  as  the  champions  and  expounders  of 
this  institution,  will  doubtless  be  able  fully  to  explain 
this  matter,  and  to  place  the  irksome  burden  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  real  delinquents.  If  it  be  the  former, 
(and  certainly  this  is  not  the  case  in  our  medical 
schools,)  the  sooner  it  is  corrected  the  better ;  and 
that  the  dental  colleges  cannot  do  it,  no  better  anthority 
need  be  required  than  the  worthy  professor  himself. 
In  plain  speaking,  if  the  students  have  received  a 
proper  preparatory  education,  and  that  the  lectures- 
were  such  as  they  ought  to  be,  no  difficulty  whatever 
of  this  kind  would  be  found  to  exist.-  It  is  obvious 
that  the  dental  schools  cannot,  but  the  medical  colleges 
can  and  will  correct  this  evil. 

Now  with  such  facts  and  failures  before  our  eyes, 
need  we  be  surprised  that  the  medical  profession  should 
en  masse  have  pointedly  rebuked  the  whole  class  of 
dental  colleges,  as  mere  pretenders  to  those  acquire- 
ments, which  could  entitle  them  to  either  Sympathy  or 
association.  J.  Trenor,  M.  D. 

I  

Dr.  Dewees's  Opium  Case. 

[The  following  article  will  be  found  to  possess  much 
practical  interest,  at  this  time,  when  a  mania  on  this 
subject  seems  to  have  bewildered  the  minds  of  certain 
theoretical  doctors,  who  are  unsafe  therapeutists  or 
practitioners.] 

Colonel  J.  M.,  U.  S.  Army,  called  upon  me,  April 
17,  1852,  complaining  of  a  small  pimple  upon  the  back 
of  the  neck,  bordering  on  the  occiput.  I  informed  him 
at  once  that  I  feared  he  was  about  to  have  an  attack  of 
Erysipelas.  On  the  19th  he  wrote  me  that  he  required 
my  medical  services.   I  now  quote  from  my  case  book. 

April  19.  Left  face  very  much  swollen,  back  of  the 
neck  and  scalp  exceedingly  tense,  tender  and  inflamed, 
small  and  large  bulloe  filled  with  yellow  serum  covering 
the  parts,  and  extending  over  left  shoulder  to  the 
middle  of  upper  arm,  and  over  the  whole  left  throat 
and  chest.  The  liver  is  considerably  enlarged,  its 
indurated  margin  marking  its  extent,  tongue  thickly 
coated. 

To  take  Mass  ex  hydrarg  gr.  x.  followed  by  a  bottle 
of  liquor  magnesiae  citrat.  The  inflamed  parts  to  be 
constantly  moistened  with  a  watery  infusion  of  opium, 
containing  a  small  quantity  of  the  Liq.  Plumbi.  sub- 
acetat. 

20th.  To  take  Hydrarg  Chlor.  mit  gr.  viij.  followed 
by  another  bottle  of  the  aperient  draught,  as  the 
bowels  have  not  been  sufficiently  moved. 

21st.  Colonel  M.  feels  better  to-day,  bowels  freely 
moved  ;  erysipelas  not  extending  much  beyond  its 
original  seat ;  several  bullce  have  discharged,  leaving 
dark  leaden  excavations  in  several  places,  whilst  lamel- 
lated  crusts  begin  to  form  here  and  there  over  the 
inflamed  surfaces  in  others. 

To  bathe  the  parts  with  the  opiate  lotion,  and 
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when  dry  to  have  them  covered  with  fine  linen  rag 
smeared  with  mercurial  ointment. 

In  the  evening  felt  restless,  ordered  a  Dover's  Pow- 
der to  allay  the  nervous  symptoms,  and  produce  an 
action  on  the  surface. 

22d.  Called  at  11  o'clock  this  morning  upon  Col. 
M.  found  him  lying  upon  his  back  breathing  heavily ; 
face  swollen  and  purple,  and  pupils  contracted  to  a 
pins'  point. 

It  was  with  much  difficulty  I  could  arouse  him 
sufficiently  to  know  me,  and  to  answer.  Fearing  that, 
from  an  idiosyncrasy  to  opium  the  small  portion  con- 
tained in  the  Dover  powder  had  narcotised  him,  I 
immediately  summoned  Mr.  Steele,  the  keeper  of  the 
hotel,  for  whose  kind  attentions  I  am  much  indebted. 
I  ordered  an  elixir  of  coffee  to  be  made,  and  that  the 
aqua  ammonia  dil.  should  be  immediately  procured. 
Whilst  these  orders  were  attending  to,  I  renewed  every 
exertion  to  keep  my  patient  aroused,  when  suddenly  to 
my  astonishment  he  got  out  of  the  bed,  staggered  to 
the  bureau,  and  holding  up  an  empty  package,  said 
"  I  took  this,  some  mistake."  It  was  the  paper  in 
which  I  had  left  120  grains  of  powdered  opium  to  be 
used  as  a  lotion  ! 

The  stupor  and  drowsiness  now  rapidly  increased, 
the  skin  being  bathed  with  perspiration.  A  large  cup 
of  the  coffee,  with  15  drops  of  ammonia,  was  adminis- 
tered, and  immediately  copious  vomiting  ensued,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  opium  being  ejected.  This 
treatment  was  steadily  pursued  every  15  minutes  until 
the  stomach  was  relieved  from  the  drug,  when  a  strong 
infusion  of  green  tea  was  substituted  for  the  coffee,  and 
the  ammonia  decreased  gradually.  He  was  kept  con- 
stantly aroused  by  the  attendants,  the  remedies  being 
given  at  longer  intervals. 

The  Erysipelas  was  checked  apparently  more  ra- 
pidly than  it  otherwise  would  have  been  done,  after 
taking  the  enormous  dose  of  opium,  the  crust  forming 
over  the  inflamed  surfaces.  The  parts  were  kept 
bathed  with  a  solution  of  tannic  acid  3j.  to  Oj. 
The  following  day  the  bowels  were  with  difficulty 
moved,  the  pupils  remaining  for  several  days  greatly 
contracted. 

The  poor  little  Dover's  powder  was  found  safely 
lying  sealed  upon  a  plate  where  the  servant  had  left  it, 
unknown  to  my  patient,  who,  after  searching  for  some 
time  for  it,  at  length  discovered  a  package  upon  the 
back  part  of  the  bureau,  and  not  being  personally 
acquainted  with  the  appearance  of  the  powder,  he 
thought  he  would  take  it  on  a  venture,  and  accordingly, 
as  he  said,  he  "  with  difficulty  managed  to  swallow  it," 
and  then  feeling  "  uncommonly  drowsy  "  suspected  a 
mistake  had  been  made.  By  the  1st.  of  May  the 
enlarged  and  indurated  liver  yielded  to  the  joint 
influence  of  the  compound  cathartic  pill  and  infusion 
of  taraxacum,  and  the  gallant  colonel  was  put  on  the 
out-door  list. 

Remarks. — This  case,  with  several  others  that  have 


fallen  under  my  notice,  affords  a  striking  illustration  of 
the  fact,  that  where  by  accident  or  suicidal  intent,  a 
very  large  quantity  of  crude  opium  has  been  taken,  the 
life  of  the  individual  is  not  so  imminently  jeoparded, 
as  when  a  much  smaller  dose  has  been  swallowed.  The 
physiological  fact  seems  determined  by  the  history  of 
such  cases,  that  the  drug  in  these  over  doses  acts  as  a 
paralyser  upon  the  stomach,  preventing  rapid  absorp- 
tion. Hence  we  can  understand  why  it  is  in  some  cases 
that  such  immense  and  apparently  murderous  doses  of 
opium  have  been  administered,  and  the  patient  not 
killed.  In  the  above  case  2  drachms  of  opium  had 
remained  12  hours  in  the  stomach,  tending  slowly  to 
fatal  results,  but  which  apparently  had  not  produced 
more  effect  than  one-twentieth  of  the  amount  would 
have  caused  in  four  hours.  - 

We  also  see  the  action  in  those  cases  of  intended 
suicide,  where  to  make  death  doubly  sure  the  unfor- 
tunate person  has  taken  first  opium  in  large  quantity, 
followed  by  arsenic — the  corrosive  effect  of  the  latter 
being  held  in  subjection  by  the  specific  action  of  the 
opium  upon  the  coats  of  the  stomach — the  safety  of  the 
patient  being  frequently  attained. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  Erysipelas  declined 
rapidly  after  the  taking  of  the  opium.  As  far  as  my 
present  experience  goes,  opium  is  better  borne,  or  in 
other  words  can  be  more  safely  or  advantageously 
given  in  large  doses,  in  sthenic  Erysipelas,  and  in  the 
kindred  affection  of  true  puerperal  peritonitis  of  the 
robust,  where  there  is  no  difficulty  from  cerebral 
effusion  to  be  dreaded,  than  in  most  diseases  termed 
inflammatory.  In  some  skin  diseases,  attended  by  high 
.nervous  excitement,  pruritus,  <fcc.  the  administration  of 
opium,  or  its  preparations,  will  be  found  of  the  highest 
service,  not  from  any  specific  action  exerted  upon 
the  local  disease  itself,  but  by  quieting  the  irritability 
of  the  nervous  centers,  or  their  peripheral  extremities, 
thereby  allowing  the  natural  processes  of  reparation 
to  proceed. 

In  the  debilitated  from  chronic  disease,  from  fre- 
quent or  large  losses  of  blood,  impoverished  habit,  and 
exhausted  nervous  system,  large  doses  of  opium,  or  of 
any  narcotic  remedy,  are  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  not 
so  much  from  their  immediate  effects,  as  by  their 
paralysing  the  organic  nerves,  causing  subsequent 
effusions  into  the  brain,  heart,  lungs,  &c.  or  by  the 
reduction  of  the  normal  stimulus  of  the  vital  organs 
below  the  point  at  which  the  reproductive  processes 
can  be  healthfully  sustained,  the  blood  becoming  con- 
taminated with  urea  and  other  products  from  which 
it  should  have  been  depurated.  In  chronic  kidney 
disease,  attended  with  pain  and  scanty  urine,  the  ad- 
ministration of  opium  or  morphine  may  quiet  the 
suffering,  but  frequently  kills  the  patient.  The  scalpel 
reveals  effusions  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  the  sac 
of  the  heart,  or  cavities  of  chest  and  abdomen ;  but 
analysis  of  the  blood  will  also  frequently  reveal  what 
was  of  more  importance — urea  in  the  blood. 
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Cliildrens'  Hospitals. 

[We  find  the  following  article  in  the  June  number 
of  Harper  s  Monthly  Magazine,  and  transfer  it  to  our 
j>ages,  as  adapted  to  the  meridian  of  New-York.] 
DROOPING  BUDS. 

BY  CHARLES  DICKENS.  «. 

In  Paris,  Berlin,  Turin,  Frankfort,  Brussels,  and 
Munich ;  in  Hamburgh,  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow,  Vien- 
na, Prague,  Pesth,  Copenhagen,  Stuttgard,  Gratz, 
Briinn,  [Lemberg,  and  Constantinople,  there  are  hos- 
pitals [for  sick  children.  There  was  not  one  in  all 
England  until  the  other  da}'. 

No  hospital  for  sick  children !  Does  the  public 
know  what  is  implied  in  this  ?  Those  little  graves  two 
or  three  feet  long,  which  are  so  plentiful  in  our  church- 
yards and  our  cemeteries — to  which,  from  home,  in 
absence  from  the  pleasures  of  society,  the  thoughts  of 
many  a  young  mother  sadly  wander — does  the  public 
know  that  we  dig  too  many  of  them  ?  Of  this  great 
city  of  London — which,  until  a  few  weeks  ago,  con- 
tained no  hospital  wherein  to  treat  and  study  the  dis- 
eases of  children — more  than  a  third  of  the  whole 
population  perishes  in  infancy  and  childhood.  Twenty- 
four  in  a  hundred  die  during  the  two  first  years  of  life  ; 
and,  during  the  next  eight  years,  eleven  die  out  of  the 
remaining  seventy-six. 

Our  children  perish  out  of  our  homes  :  not  because 
there  is  in  them  an  inherent  dangerous  sickness  (except 
in  the  few  cases  where  they  are  born  of  parents  who 
communicate  to  children  heritable  maladies,)  but  be- 
cause there  is,  in  respect  of  their  tender  lives,  a  want 
of  sanitary  discipline  and  a  want  of  medical  knowledge. 
What  should  we  say  of  a  rose-tree  in  which  one  bud 
out  of  every  three  dropped  to  the  soil  dead  1  We 
should  not  say  that  this  was  natural  to  roses ;  neither 
is  it  natural  to  men  and  women  that  they  should  see 
the  glaze  of  death  upon  so  many  of  the  bright  eyes 
that  come  to  laugh  and  love  among  them — or  that  they 
should  kiss  so  many  little  lips  grown  cold  and  still. 
The  vice  is  external.  We  fail  to  prevent  disease  ;  and, 
in  the  case  of  children,  to  a  much  more  lamentable 
extent  than  is  well  known,  we  fail  to  cure  it. 

Think  of  it  again.  Of  all  the  coffins  that  are  made 
in  London,  more  than  one  in  every  three  is  made  for  a 
little  child :  a  child  that  has  not  yet  two  figures  to  its 
age.  Although  science  has  advanced,  although  vacci- 
nation has  been  discovered  and»brought  into  general 
use,  although  medical  knowledge  is  tenfold  greater 
than  it  was  fifty  years  ago,  we  still  do  not  gain  more 
than  a  diminution  of  two  per  cent,  in  the  terrible  mor- 
tality among  our  children. 

It  does  not  at  all  follow  that  the  intelligent  physi- 
cian who  has  learned  how  to  treat  successfully  the 
illnesses  of  adults,  has  only  to  modify  his  plans  a  little, 
to  diminish  the  proportions  of  his  doses,  for  the  appli- 
cation of  his  knowledge  to  our  little  sons  and  daughters. 
Some  of  their  diseases  are  peculiar  to  themselves; 
other  diseases,  common  to  us  all,  take  a  form  in  children 


varying  as  much  from  their  familiar  form  with  us  as  a 
child  varies  from  a  man.    Different  as  the  ways  are,  or 
ought  to  be,  by  which  we  reach  a  fault  in  a  child's 
mind,  and  reach  a  fault  in  the  mind  of  an  adult ;  so, 
not  less  different,  if  we  would  act  successfully,  should 
be  our  action  upon  ailments  of  the  flesh.    There  is 
another  thing,  also,  which  puzzles  the  physician  who 
attends  on  children.    He  comes  to  us  when  we  are  ill, 
and  questions  us  of  this  symptom,  and  of  that ;  and  on 
our  answers,  he  is  taught,  in  very  many  cases,  to  base 
a  large  part  of  his  opinion.    The  infant  can  only  wail  ; 
the  child  is  silenced  by  disease  ;  or,  when  it  answers, 
wants  experience,  and  answers  incorrectly.    Again,  for 
life  or  death,  all  the  changes  in  the  sickness  of  a  child 
are  commonly  very  rapid  :  so  rapid,  that  a  child  which 
suffers  under  an  acute  disease  should  be  seen  at  least 
every  five  or  six  hours  by  its  medical  attendant.  He 
knows  this  quickness  of  action  ;  he  knows  how  swiftly 
and  how  readily  the  balance  may  be  turned  upon 
which  hang  life  and  death.    He  may  have  been  to 
Paris  or  to  Vienna,  and  have  studied  in  an  hospital  for 
children  ;  and,  out  of  his  experience,'  he  may  know  how 
to  restore  the  child  whole  to  the  mother's  bosom.  But 
all  English  students  cannot  go  abroad  for  tin's  good 
knowledge  ;  nor  is  it  fit  that  they  have  need  to  do  so. 
They  have  need  at  present.    In  a  rough  way,  English 
practitioners  of  medicine  no  doubt  administer  relief  to 
many  children  ;  but,  that  they  are  compelled  to  see 
those  perishing  continually  whom  a  better  knowledge 
might  have  saved,  none  are  more  ready  than  them- 
selves— the  more  skillful  the  more  ready — to  admit  and 
to  deplore. 

The  means  of  studying  the  diseases  of  children  in 
London  have  been  confined  to  one  dispensary,  and  the 
general  hospitals.  In  these,  the  hours,  the  manage- 
ment, and  discipline,  are  not  readily  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  children.  It  was  found,  when  a  committee  of 
the  Statistical  Society,  in  1843,  inquired  into  such  mat- 
ters, that  only  one  in  a  hundred  of  the  inmates  of  hos- 
pital wards  was  a  child  suffering  from  internal  disease. 
Can  we  wonder,  then — when  we  call  to  mind  the 
peculiar  characteristics  of  disease  in  a  child,  and  the 
sagacity  and  close  observation  they  demand — can  we 
wonder  that  the  most  assiduous  students,  growing  into 
medical  advisers,  can,  in  so  many  cases,  do  no  more 
than  sympathize  with  the  distress  of  parents,  look  at  a 
sick  child's  .tongue,  feel  its  pulse,  send  powders,  and 
shake  their  heads  with  vain  regret  fover  the  little  corpse, 
around  which  women  weep  so  bitterly  i 

The  want  of  a  Child's  Hospital  in  London  is  sup- 
plied. The  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  lately  estab- 
lished, and  now  open,  is  situated  in  Great  Ormond- 
street,  Queen-square. 

[There  is  a  children's  hospital  at  the  Nurseries  on 
Randall's  Island,  under  the  charge  of  the  Governors  of 
the  Alms  House,  but  its  inmates  are  paupers  exclusively, 
and  chiefly  orphans.  The  Commissioners  of  Emigration 
have  also  a  children's  department  in  their  hospital  on 
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Ward's  Island.  But  a  hospital  for  children  is  still 
needed  in  New-York  or  its  vicinity,  like  that  above 
described,  for  the  children  of  parents  who  are  not 
paupers,  but  whose  humble  homes  are  not  such  as 
afford  their  little  ones  any  chance  for  life,  when  sick 
from  the  summer  complaint  and  other  epidemics.] 


Brooklyn  City  Hospital. 
This  Institution  has  been  opened  in  their  new  build- 
ing.   The  medical  staff  consists  of  the  following  -gen- 
tlemen, viz. 

Attending  Physicians. 
Das.  Cullen,  Crash,  Thorne,  and  Corson. 
Attending  Surgeons. 
Drs.  Hunt,  Ayres,  Cochran,  and  Miner. 
Resident  Physician. 
Dr.  W.  Pierson. 


New-York  College  of  Pharmacy. 

Officers  for  the  present  year. 
George  D.  Coggeshall,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 

J.   H.   CURRIE,  W.   H.    RuSHTON,   AND   OLIVER  HULL. 

J.  S.  Aspinwall,  Treasurer.    R.  Bull,  Secretary. 


Arthur's  Home  Gazette. 

This  periodical  merits  the  patronage  of  the  profes- 
sion, especially  by  its  conscientious  exclusion  of  all 
advertisements  for  Quack  Medicines,  in  common  with 
other  demoralizing  and  mischievous  articles,  including 
bad  books,  &c.  And  this  apart  from  its  claims  derived 
from  the  ability  of  its  editor,  and  the  value  of  its  con- 
tents as  a  family  paper,  in  which  aspects  it  has  no  su- 
perior. 

Dr.  Solyman  Brown. 

One  of  our  most  eminent  Surgeon-Dentists,  and 
whose  literary  taste  and  versatile  genius,  are  well 
known  and  highly  appreciated  by  his  friends,  has  repub- 
lished in  the  last  number  of  his  Dental  Expositor,  a 
poem,  which  nearly  twenty  years  ago  he  inscribed  to 
his  friend  Dr.  E.  Parmly  ;  and  which  attracted  great 
attention  at  the  time.  Its  re-appearance  will  gratify 
the  present  generation,  and  associate  its  author's  name 
with  the  "  tuneful  nine." 


Hydatids  of  the  Liver. 

Dr.  J.  Edward  Weber  of  this  city,  as  we  learn  from 
the  Medical  Times,  has  successfully  treated  a  case  of 
this  rare  disease  by  an  operation,  the  details  of  which, 
as  reported,  do  credit  to  the  science  and  skill  of  the 
surgeon.  The  diagnosis,  always  obscure,  had  been 
previously  made  out  by  a  German  Physician  of  Illinois, 
and  was  confirmed  on  physical  exploration  by  Dr.  W. 
on  his  arrival  here.  An  exploring  operation  was  first 
performed  by  puncture  and  a  small  incision,  which 
latter  revealed  the  fact  that  there  was  no  adhesion 
between  the  peritoneal  covering  of  the  hepar,  and  that 


lining  the  abdominal  parietes.  To  effect  this  adhesion, 
appropriate  dressings  were  employed,  which  resulted  in 
perfect  union  between  the  peritoneal  surfaces,  which 
was  ascertained  satisfactorily  on  the  eighteenth  day. 
The  danger  of  admitting  air  into  the  cavity  of  the 
peritoneum  being  thus  obviated,  Dr.  W.  proceeded  to 
lay  open  the  parenchyma  of  the  liver  down  to  the  sac, 
and  emptied  its  contents,  the  cavity  in  this  organ  having 
acquired  nearly  the  size  of  that  of  an  adult  skull,  which 
had  been  filled  with  hydatid  cysts  of  various  sizes,  all 
of  which  were  removed  together  with  a  large  quantity 
of  yellowish  fluid  containing  broken  cysts  ;  not  all  at 
once  but  at  the  several  dressings,  canulas  and  catheters 
being  employed,  with  oiled  tents,  <fec.  The  entire  re- 
covery of  the  patient  has  proved  that  this  disease  is 
not,  as  often  alleged,  necessarily  fatal. 


Dental  Colleges  and  Journals. 

The  American  Journal  of  Dental  Science  and  the 
Dental  Times,  both  published  at  Baltimore  are  received, 
and  sustain  the  high  character  earned  for  them  by  their 
able  editors.  They  are  down  upon  our  neighbor  Dr. 
Trenor,  who  it  will  be  seen,  is  up  and  at  them  again. 
This  collision  of  the  best  minds  will  develope  the  truth 
on  the  questions  at  issue,  and  must  supplant  the  amal- 
gam war. 

Ophthalmic  Hospital. 

A  new  Eye  Infirmary  has  been  organized  in  this 
city,  of  which  Dr.  David  L.  Rogers,  and  Dr.  Mark 
Stephenson  are  the  surgeons.  The  Institution  is  located 
in  the  N.  E.  section  of  the  city,  viz.  in  Stuyvesant-st. 
and  was  opened  a  few  days  since  by  a  suitable  ceremo- 
nial, and  an  address  by  Ex-Mayor  Woodhull,  who  is  the 
President. 

The  announcements  by  advertisements,  large  hand- 
bills, &c.  that  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  have  been 
taken  exception  to  by  some,  but  as  they  are  under  the 
sign  manual  of  the  President  and  Directors  who  are 
not  professional  men,  our  code  of  Ethics  is  not  theirs. 
Moreover  the  Eye  Infirmary  long  established  in  the 
city,  and  still  flourishing,  was  brought  into  public 
notice  by  similar  means.  And  as  competition  is  the 
life  of  business,  and  monopolies  odious,  we  see  no  ob- 
jection to  multiplying  Eye  infirmaries,  and  Ophthalmic 
hospitals,  proportionably  to  the  extension  of  our  city, 
and  the  wants  of  our  increasing  population.  Indeed 
it  would  seem  that  specialities  are  becoming  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  while  the  fashion  lasts,  Drs.  Rogers 
and  Stephenson  have  as  good  a  right  to  establish  an 
Ophthalmic  Hospital,  as  any  other  gentleman  of  the 
fraternity.    Success  to  them  in  their  new  enterprise. 


Castleton  Medical  College. 

The  spring  course  of  lectures  is  closing  at  this 
school,  with  a  class  of  sixty-five  students.  The  an- 
nouncement for  the  fall  session  will  be  found  in  another 
column. 
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IFrom  the  New-York  Medical  Journal.) 
Remarks  on  the  Amputation  of  the  Lower  Jaw. 

BY  J.  M.   CARNOCHAN,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgny  in  the  New- York 
Medical  College,  Chief  Surgeon  to  the  State  Emigrants'  Hospital,  Oph- 
thalmic Surgeon  to  the  fame  Institution,  &c. 

Since  the  publication  of  my  case  of  amputation 
of  the  entire  lower  jaw,  in  the  January  number  of  the 
Journal,  I  have  been  led  to  investigations  which  justify 
me  in  presenting  it  as  the  first  successful  operation  of 
the  kind  reported  in  the  annals  of  surgery.  The  opera- 
tion attributed  to  Walther  of  Bonn  cannot  be  admitted 
as  authentic,  not  because  it  presented  formidable  surgi- 
cal difficulties,  although  such  must  always  exist,  but  be- 
cause no  such  operation  is  recorded  either  by  himself  or 
by  an  eye-witness.  I  am  not  alone  in  this  opinion. 
Velpeau,  the  great  compiler  of  surgical  literature, 
alludes  to  it  in  a  brief  note  [Nouveaux  Elemens  de  Me- 
dicine Operatoire.  Paris.  1839.  vol.  ii.  p.  610,]  as  a 
mere  rumor  unsustained  by  proof.  Nelaton  [Elemens 
de  Pathologie  Chirurgicale.  Paris.  1849.  p.  749,] 
also  alludes  to  the  operation  as  a  mere  rumor.  The 
most  eminent  German  authority,  Dieffenbach,  in  his 
Operative  Surgery  [Die  Operative  Chirurgie.  Leipzig. 
1848.  Zweiter  Band.  p.  56,]  under  the  caption  of 
"  Exarticulation  of  the  Entire  Lower  Jaw,"  describes  a 
cadaveric  operative  procedure,  but  makes  no  allusion  to 
Walther  in  this  relation.  Chelius  another  eminent 
German  professor  [System  of  Surgery,  by  J.  Si.  Che- 
lius ;  translated  from  the  German,  with  notes,  by  John 
F.  South.  Vol.  Hi.  Philadelphia.  1847.  p.  745,]  un- 
der the  caption  of  "  Excision  of  the  Lower  Jaw,"  sim- 
ply says  that  "even  the  '  total  extirpation  of  the  lower 
jaw  may  be  indicated  by  various  kinds  of  disease,"  but 
does  not  proceed  to  mention  Walther,  or  any  other 
surgeon,  as  ever  having  performed  that  operation. 
From  this  silence  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  assumes 
that  the  operation  was  hitherto  wholly  unknown  in 
the  records  of  surgery.  The  latest  French  authority, 
M.  Vidal,  (de  Casis,)  [Traite  de  Pathologie  Externe  de 
Medicine  Operatoire.  Paris.  1851.  Vol.  iii.  p.  509,] 
holds  this  language  in  regard  to  Walther's  operation  : 
"  success  (in  an  amputation  of  the  entire  "lower  jaw)  is 
attributed  to  Walther  of  Bonn ;"  and  further  on, 
"  the  success  spoken  of  is  unique  ;  it  has  not  even  an 
irreproachable  authenticity." 

There  is  an  operation  transcribed  from  the  Italian 
into  the  Gazette  Medicate  for  Nov.  1844,  p.  758,  under 
the  head  of  "  Extirpation  of  the  entire  Lower  Jaw  by 
sub-cutaneous  incision,  by  M.  Signoroni,"  but  it  is  very 
far  from  coming  within  the  category  of  successful  am- 
putations or  resections.  The  record  is  in  many  respects 
vague  and  unsatisfactory.  No  details  are  given  of  the 
disease  requiring  the  operation.  The  operation  itself,  ac- 
cording to  the  author,  was  not  an  amputation  properly 
so  called,  but  an  extraction  of  the  bones,  by  means  of 
forceps,  and  the  use  of  the  bone  scissors.  There  were 
po  incisions  made,  except  of  the  buccal  mucous  mem- 


brane, where  it  is  attached  to  the  surfaces  of  the  jaw. 
Moreover,  the  extraction  was  not  effected  by  a  single 
operation,  but  required  a  second,  after  the  lapse  of 
eight  days.  And  still  farther,  the  patient  was  not 
cured  ;  for  according  to  M.  Signoroni,  "  at  the  end  of 
nine  months  he  succumbed  to  a  reproduction  of  the 
disease." 

Professor  Syme,  [Contributions  to  the  Pathology  and 
Practice  of  Surgery,  London,  1848,  p.  21,]  in  the 
article  on  "  Excision  of  the  Lower  Jaw,"  states  that  he 
disarticulated  the  jaw  ;  but  no  details  are  given  of  the 
case  or  of  the  operation.  Moreover  the  patient  referred 
to  is  stated  by  him  to  have  died  on  the  following  day. 

Mr.  Perry's  case,  related  in  the  Medico-chirurgical 
Transactions,  [London,  second  series,  vol.  iii.  1838,  p. 
290,]  like  that  of  M.  Signoroni,  was  an  extraction  of 
the  bone,  piecemeal,  at  intervals,  extending  over  a 
period  of  three  weeks. 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  negative  facts  of  this 
kind  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  investigate  cases  where  the 
operation  of  amputation  of  the  entire  lower  jaw  was 
not  performed ;  but  those  I  have  adduced  and  com- 
mented upon  will  suffice  for  my  purpose.  In  reality, 
my  claim  to  priority,  which  I  now  feel  entitled  to  make, 
is  based  upon  the  positive  fact  that  there  exists  no  record, 
antecedent  to  my  own,  of  an  operative  procedure  of 
amputation  of  the  entire  lower  jaw,  performed  with 
success  upon  the  living  body. 

In  regard  to  that  operation,  it  was  performed  upon 
a  principle  analogous  to  that  which  would  govern  the 
amputation,  in  contiguity,  of  any  other  member  simi- 
larly affected  by  disease.  For  example,  the  removal  of 
the  upper  extremity  at  the  scapulo-humeral  articula- 
tion, would  be  preferred  to  an  operation  with  section  of 
the  bone,  where  the  disease  was  likely  to  return,  if  ar.y 
portion  of  the  shaft  or  head  of  the  humerus  were 
allowed  to  remain.  As  mentioned  in  the  published  re- 
port of  my  case,  the  body,  only,  of  the  bone  was  in  a 
state  of  necrosis.  To  be  more  definite,  the  necrosis 
extended  to  the  anterior  edge  of  the  masseter  muscle  of 
the  left  side,  and  some  lines  farther  upon  the  right  side. 
But,  although  the  necrosis  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
body  of  the  bone,  the  condition  of  the  rami,  on  both 
sides  was  such  as  to  demand  their  removal.  If  they 
had  not  been  removed,  they  would  have  remained  lia- 
ble to  caries  or  necrosis,  in  the  progression  of  the 
disease  ;  the  maxilliary  muscles  having  become  rigidly 
and  permanently  retracted,  from  the  irritation  of  the 
disease,  would  have -drawn,  by  the  action  of  the  ptery- 
goid muscles,  the  ramus  of  each  side  upon  the  bag  of 
the  pharynx,  and  so  impeded  deglutition  ;  while  the 
immovable  position  of  the  rami,  occasioned  by  the  per- 
manent contraction  of  the  temporal  muscles,  attached 
to  the  coronoid  processes,  would,  upon  the  deposition 
of  new  bone,  have  led  to  increased  irritation  and  dan- 
ger. Lastly,  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  patient, 
together  with  his  inability  to  endure  much  longer  the 
torture  under  which  he  was  laboring,  from  the  irrita- 
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tion  propagated  to  the  ramifications  of  the  third  branch  I 
of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  lodged  in  the  dental  canals,  j 
furnished  an  additional  reason  for  total  disarticulation. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  remark  that  the  patient  now, 
ten  months  after  the  operation,  is  pursuing  his  voca- 
tion as  a  dairyman,  in  a  state  of  perfect  health.  The 
morbid  specimen  is  deposited  in  the  museum  of  the  j 
New-York  Medical  College. 

May,  1852. 


Thompsouianism  Legalized. 
Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  relating  to  the  Botanical  Prac  ! 
tice  of  Medicine,  and  the  Compensation  to  Physicians  for  Post-Mortera 
Examinations. 

An  Act  to  authorize  persons  practising  Medicine 
under  the  Botanic  or  Thompsonian  System,  to  receive 
compensation  for  their  services. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre-  . 
sentatives  now  met  and  sitting  in  General  Assembly,  | 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  hereafter  all 
persons  now  practising  Medicine,  according  to  the  I 
Botanic  or  Thopmsonian  system,  shall,  have  the  privi-  i 
lege  of  making  reasonable  charges  for  their  services,  | 
and  may  sue  for  and  recover  such  charges  before  any  j 
tribunal  having  competent  jurisdiction.   Provided,  that  I 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  confer  upon  any  per-  I 
son  so  practicing  such  privilege,  unless  he  be  a  gradu- 
ate of  a  legally  organized  Thompsonian  College  of 
Medicine,  and  shall  confine  himself  to  the  use  or  ad- 
ministration of  such  medicines  only  as  properly  belong 
to,  or  are  embraced  in,  the  Thompsonian  system  of 
Medicine. 

II.  That  hereafter  all  persons  now  practising,  or 
■who  may  hereafter  practice,  Medicine  or  Surgery,  and  ; 
who  shall  have  graduated  and  received  a  diploma  from 
any  regularly  organized  Medical  College  "within  the 
United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  charge,  sue  for,  and 
collect  for  their  services,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Graduates  of  the  Medical  College  of  South  Carolina. 

In  the  Senate  House,  the  fifteenth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-five,  and  in  the  seventieth  year  of 
the  Sovereignty  and  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Angus  Patterson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

W.  F.  Colcoc'k, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

An  Act  to  provide  by  Law  for  the  Compensation  of 
Physicians  for  Post-Mortem  Examinations. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives now  met  and  sitting  in  General  Assembly  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  following  com- 
pensation shall  hereafter  be  allowed  to  any  Physician 
who  may  be  called  in  by  the  acting  Coroner  to  make  a  | 
post-mortem  examination,  to  wit :  Where  death  has  re- 
sulted from  external  violence,  and  where  no  dissection  is 
required,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars ; — where  dissection  is 


necessary,  and  no  interment  has  taken  place,  twenty 
dollars  ;  for  the  same,  after  one  or  more  days  inter- 
ment, thirty  dollars  ;  for  the  same,  when  any  chemical 
analysis  is  required,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars, 
together  with  the  expense  of  such  analysis  ;  and  that 
in  every  case  in  which  a  physician  shall  be  called  to  any 
distance  beyond  one  mile,  he  shall  be  allowed  the  mile- 
age usually  charged  in  his  neighborhood  :  Provided, 
That  in  all  cases  in  which  chemical  analysis  shall  be 
made,  the  physician  who  shall  make  the  post-mortem 
examination  shall  furnish  to  the  Legislature,  wiih  his 
account,  a  full  statement  of  such  analysis  :  And,  pro- 
vided, every  Account  presented  for  services  for  any  post- 
mortem examination,  shall  have  the  certificate  of  the 
Coroner,  or  Magistrate  acting  as  Coroner,  that  the  ser- 
vices were  rendered. 

In  the  Senate  House,  the  sixteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-one  and  in  the  seventy-sixth 
year  of  the  Sovereignty  and  Independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Robt.  F.  Allston. 

President  of  the  Senate. 

James  Simons, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


^  tm  publications. 


Obstetrics  ;  the  Science  and  the  Art.    By  Charle9  D.  Meigs, 
M.  D.  &c.    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  At  Lea,  lc52. 

This  is  a  new  and  elaborate  work,  based  on  a  former  book  by 
the  author  published  some  years  siuce.  No  man  in  our  country 
has  so  magnified  his  office  of  Professorship  in  this  department,  as 
has  Professor  Meigs,  and  his  writings  are  and  must  be  regarded 
as  the  standard  of  American  Obstetrics.  He  has  the  attributes 
of  character,  moral,  intellectual,  and  professional,  which  give  to 
his  teaching  a  pre-eminence  of  which  his  associates  in  Jefferson 
Medical  College  may  well  he  proud.  An  elegant  and  finished 
gentleman,  a  profound  and  classical  scholar,  a  ready  and  beau- 
tiful writer,  a  chaste  and  eloquent  lecturer,  are  the  acknowledged 
characteristics  of  Professor  Meigs.  Added  to  which  his  nice 
sense  of  honor,  and  purity  of  moral  rectitude,  give  to  him  a 
weight  of  character,  in  the  community  where  he  lives,  and  an 
unsullied  reputation  abroad,  such  as  peculiarly  becomes  a  Pro- 
fessor of  that  branch  of  the  profession  of  which  he  is  so  eminent 
a  teacher,  and  of  which  there  are  so  few  examples. 

His  book  will  be  sought  for  with  avidity  all  over  the  country, 
and  will  be  found  superior  to  the  score  of  foreign  reprints  which 
abound  in  the  market,  upon  which  certain  Professors  have  been 
content  to  become  outriders,  or  claimed  to  be  translators  and 
editors,  while  they  were  indebted  to  hired  proxies  for  the  fictitious 
reputation  thus  acquired.  We  welcome  this  American  text  book, 
by  one  who  is  himself  an  authority,  and  has  earned  his  distinction 
by  his  own  merits. 

Historv,  Diagnosis,  and   Treatment  of  the  Fevers   of  the 
United  States.    By  Elisha  Bartlett,  M.  D.  &c.  Third 
edition,  revised.    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1852. 
The  favor  wkh  which  this  American  work  has  been  received 
at  home  and  abroad,  has  rendered  a  third  edition  necessary  to 
supply  the  demand,  which  is  an  unequivocal  evidence  of  its 
merits.    We  need  only  repeat  our  high  estimate  of  this  book  and 
of  its  author,  heretofore  expressed,  and  direct  attention  to  the 
improvements  of  this  revised  editiou,  which  enhance  its  value. 
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Practice  of  Medicine.  By  George  B.  Wood,  M.  D.  &c. 
Philadelphia,  Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.  1852. 

This  great  work,  of  which  every  American  should  be  proud, 
as  a  truly  national  contribution  to  practical  medicine,  has  already 
passed  to  a  third  edition,  the  two  former  having  been  disposed  of 
iu  less  than  five  years.  Professor  Wood,  who  is  now  the  worthy 
successor  of  the  illustrious  Chapman  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, has  very  greatly  increased  the  value  of  this  text  book, 
for  such  it  has  become  by  common  consent,  by  adding  all  the 
novelties  which  recent  experience  and  observation  have  developed 
at  home  and  abroad,  not  overlooking  the  microscopic  contributions 
to  our  knowledge,  which  are  of  practical  value.  We  cordially 
recommend  this  new  edition,  which  is  brought  out  in  two  volumes 
8vo.  and  in  the  publishers'  best  style. 

Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  By 
Bransby  B.  Cooper,  F.  R.  S.  Senior  Surgeon  to  Guy's  Hos- 
pital.   Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1852. 

This  is  a  practical  work,  by  a  hospital  surgeon  of  London, 
whose  clinical  opportunities  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  have  been 
unsurpassed  ;  and  who  has  improved  them  by  an  industry  and 
professional  ardor,  which  have  given  him  a  world-wide  reputation. 
The  publishers  merit  patronage  for  so  promptly  bringing  out  this 
valuable  work,  and  thanks  for  dispensing  with  an  outrider  in  the 
shape  of  an  American  editor,  in  a  futile  attempt  to  gild  refined 
gold,  which  service  is  too  often  performed  by  those  who  only  put 
spots  on  the  sun's  disc,  that  their  own  image  and  superscription 
may  be  thus  distinguished  amid  borrowed  light. 

We  commend  this  as  among  the  best  surgical  works  of  the 
present  century,  its  practical  character  adapting  it  to  usefulness 
among  both  students  and  practitioners.  • 

A  System  of  Operative  Surgery,  based  upon  the  Practice  of 
the  Surgeons  of  the  United  States,  and  comprising  a  biblio- 
graphical index  and  historical  record  of  many  of  their  opera- 
tions, for  a  period  of  200  years.  By  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D. 
&c.    Philadelphia,  Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.  1852. 

It  can  only  be  necessary  to  announce  that  the  Third  part  of 
this  magnificent  work  is  already  issued  by  the  publishers,  with  a 
multitude  of  steel  plates,  richly  colored,  to  bespeak  the  attention 
and  patronage  it  deserves  from  the  profession,  and  especially 
from  students  to  whose  use  it  is  well  adapted.  The  national 
character  of  the  work  ought  to  commend  it  to  American  physi- 
cians, while  as  a  specimen  of  typography,  and  especially  the 
artistic  accuracy  and  finish  of  its  numerous  colored  engravings,  it 
is  creditable  to  the  publishers  and  the  country.  Dr.  Smith  has 
done  himself  honor  by  his  elaborate  preparation  of  this  standard 
work,  which  ought  to  be  in  every  medical  library.  When  com- 
pleted it  will  form  a  true  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Surgery. 


[Our  columns  being  insufficient  for  a  full  report  of 
the  late  Convention  at  Richmond,  we  have  selected  the 
following  extracts,  as  likely  to  interest  our  readers. 
The  list  of  officers,  &c.  will  be  found  in  the  last  num- 
ber.] 

[From  the  Stethoscope,  and  Virginia  Medical  Gazette,  June,  1852.] 

Extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Fifth  Meeting 
of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Hayward  presented  the  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  prize  essays,  and  broke  the  seal  of  the  paquet 
containing  the  name  of  the  author  of  the  essay,  enti- 
tled "  On  Variations  of  Pitch  in  Percussion  and  Res- 
piratory Sounds,  and,  their  Application  to  Physical 
Diagnosis,"  and  which  was  deemed  worthy  of  the 
prize.  The  author  proved  to  be  Dr.  Austin  Flint  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  to  whom  the  prize  was  awarded,  and 
the  report  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  publication.  ' 


Dr.  Simons  of  S.  C.  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  : 

,  The  accumulation  of  passengers  who  are  emigrants, 
crowded  in  ships  coming  to  our  shores  from  foreign 
ports,  having  in  a  great  many  instances  numerous  cases 
of  aggravated  fever,  many  of  which  prove  fatal,  and  like- 
wise producing  similar  results  at  the  lazarettoes,  and 
even  cities;  the  number,- likewise,  of  sick  [arriving  from 
California,  and  some  of  the  South  American  ports,  and 
the  fact  that  none  of  these  vessels  are  required  by  law 
to  have  physicians  or  surgeons  on  board,  seems  deserv- 
ing of  our  attention  as  conservators  of  health,  and  as  an 
act  of  humanity  and  duty  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  to  bring  these  facts  respectfully 
to  the  consideration  of  congress,  and  to  request  its  legis- 
lation thereon : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  the  American  Medical 
Association  do  memorialize  congress  to  require  all  ves- 
sels carrying  steerage  passengers  on  the  sea  to  have  a 
surgeon  on  board. 

Resolved  further,  That  a  committee  of  this  associa- 
tion be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  memorial  to  congress, 
making  such  suggestions  as  it  may  deem  fit  as  regards 
the  importance  of  this  measure. 

On  the  Motion  of  Dr.  Wood  of  Pa.  the  resolutions 
were  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present,  but  afterwards 
adopted. 

Dr.  Storer  asked  suspension  of  the  regular  order, 
to  enable  him  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  association  a 
scurrilous  attack  upon  him  as  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  obstetrics,  which  he  pronounced  to  be 
malignant,  vindictive  and  false,  and  which  ho  would 
not  have  noticed  had  it  been  directed  against  him  per- 
sonally.* 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  communication 
from  the  New-York  Academy  of  Medicine,  which,  on 
motion,  was  referred  to  the  publication  committee  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  : 

New-York  Academy  of  Medicine, 
New-York,  April  22d,  1852. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
New-York  Academy  of  Medicine,  held  April  21st,  1852. 

Whereas  the  cliniques  now  held  at  the  medical  colleges,  as  at 
present  conducted,  are,  or  may  be,  tributary  to  the  private  interests 
of  the  professors  at  the  expense  of  other  and  younger  members  of 
the  profession,  depriving  them,  by  an  odious  monopoly,  of  prac- 
tice and  operations,  and  often  of  fees,  to  which  they  are  justly  - 
entitled :  Therefore, 

Resolved  as  the  sense  of  this  Academy,  That  to  prescribe  or 
operate  upon  the  legitimate  patients  of  any  other  physician, 
knowing  them  to  be  such,  although  done  gratuitously  at  a  cli- 
nique,  is  equally  unwarrantable  and  unprofessional,  with  similar 
interferences  with  the  patients  of  another  in  private  practice  ;  and 
in  either  case  is  a  violation  of  the  code  of  medical  ethics  adopted 
by  this  body. 

Resolved,  That  the  possible  perversion  of  these  cliniques  to 
the  private  emolument  of  those  conducting  them,  by  transfer- 
ing  patients  to  their  private  offices,  and  thus  exacting  fees  from 
those  found  able  to  pay,  divests  the  cliniques  of  all  pretext  for 
professing  to  be  public  charities,  and  should  be  scrupulously 
guarded  against  iu  all  our  colleges  by  stringent  rules. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the 
authorities  of  trie  several  medical  colleges  in  the  city. 

The  secretary  was  also  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Jackson  Bolton,  M.  DJ 
Recording  Secretary. 

P.  Claiborne  Gooch,  M.  D. 

Sec.  Am.  Med.  Ass.  Richmond,  Va. 

*  The  Northern  Lancet  was  the  vehicle  of  this  scurrility, 

and  was  unworthy  of  Dr.  Storer's  notice. 
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Dr.  Eve,  from  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  re- 
commended the  following  officers,  for  the  ensuing  year : 

For  Secretaries — Dr.  P.  Claiborne  Gooch  of  Va. 
and  Dr.  Edward  L.  Beadle  of  N.  Y. 

Committee  on  Publication — I.  Hays  of  Pa.,  P.  CI. 
Gooch  of  Va.,  E.  L.  Beadle  of  N.  Y.,  Isaac  Parrish  of 
Pa.,  G.  Emerson  of  Pa.,  D.  F.  Condie  of  Pa.  and  G. 
W.  Norris  of  Pa. 

Committee  of  Arrangements — F.  Campbell  Stewart, 
John  Watson,  Wm.  Rockwell,  Jas.  R.  Wood,  Robert 
Watts,  Jr.,  Alfred  C.  Post,  John  G.  Adams  and.  H.  D. 
Bulkier,  of  Nltor-York. 

On  motion,  the  Report  was  received,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen named  were  unanimously  elected  officers  of  the 
Association  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  following  appoint- 
ments, in  compliance  with  resolutions  adopted  at  the 
morning  session. 

Committee  on  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  — 
Dr.  F.  C.  Stewart  of  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker, 
of  Conn,  and  Dr.  Rob't  H.  Thomas  of  Md. 

Committee  on  Dr.  Cox's  Resolutions  in  regard  to 
the  Rank  of  Medical  Officers  in  the  Navy— Dr.  Sam'l 
Jackson  of  Pa.,  Dr.  Jonathan  Knight  of  Ct.  and  C.  C. 
Cox  of  Md. 

Dr.  Green  of  N.  Y.  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  at  all  future  meetings  of  this 
Association  all  reports  of  committees  and  all  contribu- 
tions on  scienti6c  subjects  occupying  more  than  ten 
pages  of  quarto  post  manuscript,  be  accompanied  each 
by  an  abstract  or  synopsis  embracing  the  principal 
points  of  such  report  or  paper,  which  abstract  or 
synopsis  may  be  read  before  the  Association. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  trans- 
mitted by  the  secretary  to  the  chairman  of  each  scien- 
tific committee. 

Y'  Dr.  Stille  of  Pa.  moved  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  seconded  by  Dr.  Blatchford  of  N.  Y.,  and 
unanimously  adopted  : 

\.  Resolved,  That  the  elegant,  varied  and  generous 
hospitality  which  the  Association  has  enjoyed  during  its 
present  session,  call  for  its  hearty  and  unanimous 
thanks,  with  the  assurance  that  it  can  never  forget  an 
entertainment,  unrivalled  even  among  the  festivities  of 
the  "  Old  Dominion." 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are 
hereby  presented  to  the  Medical  Society  of  Virginia,  to 
the  medical  profession  and  citizens  of  Richmond,  to  the 
trustees  of  the  "  United  Presbyterian  church,"  to  the 
managers  of  the  Danville  railroad,  and  to  the  several 
public  institutions  of  this  city,  for  the  hospitable  care 
of  these  bodies  to  promote  the  comfort  and  amusement 
of  the  Association. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Association  returns  its  thanks 
in  an  especial  manner  to  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  zeal,  intelligence  and  good  sense  displayed 
in  performing  its  numerous  and  important  duties. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Rockwell,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  memo- 
rialize congress  on  the  subject  of  compelling  passenger 
vessels  to  carry  surgeons,  be  directed  also  to  call  their 
attention  to  the  importance  of  giving  to  each  steerage 
passenger  a  certain  amount  of  space  between  decks. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  yesterday 


i  to  consider  the  various  propositions  which  had  been 

I  made,  suggesting  amendments    to   the  constitution, 

I  being  called    for,  the  chairman,  Dr.    F.  Campbell 

1  Stewart  of  N.  Y.,  read  a  report  and  resolutions,  which 
Dr.  Hays  of  Pa.  moved  to  refer  to  the  committee  of 
publication,  with  instructions  to  print. 

Drs.  J.  K.  Mitchel  of  Pa.  and  W.  Hooker  of  Conn. 

j  discussed  the  merits  of  the  report,  when  Dr.  Lopez  of 
Alabama  raised  a  question  of  order  as  to  the  propriety 

{  of  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  proposition. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  discussion  was  in  order 

i  at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding. 

Dr.  Lopez  of  Ala.  appealed  from  that  decision, 
which  appeal  was  not  sustained. 

;       The  discussion  was  then  continued  at  great  length 

:  by  many  members.  it 

During  the  discussion,  the  following  replies  were 
elicited  from  several  gentlemen,  by  questions  pro- 
pounded by  Dr.  Watson  of  New  York  : 

From  Dr.  Horner,  University  of  Pa. — The  shortest 
term  of  medical  study  in  the  University  required  for 

i  the  doctorate  was  three  years,  but  that  under  some  few 
and  rare  circumstances,  a  deviation  had  been  permitted 
as  an  exception. 

Drs.  Davis  and  Rogers  of  Virginia  University  stated 
that  their  laws  required  no  specilied  time  :  nine  months, 
and  eighteen  years  of  age  even,  were  sufficient,  but 
that  two  years  were  generally  devoted  to  the  study  of 
medicine  by  their  graduates.  They  explained  the  course 

'  pf  instruction  at  the  University  at  length. 

j  Dr.  Huston  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, said  that  three,  full  years  were  required,  but  that 
occasions  demanded  sometimes  a  departure  from  the 

I  stringenf^rule. 

Dr.  Frost,  from  South  Carolina,  offered  some  in- 
teresting observations  upon  the  much  abused  subject  of 
medical  education,  and  insisted  that  the  profession  had 
not  retrograded.  That  there  had  been  a  steady  and 
gradual  improvement  in  our  medical  colleges  generally, 
and  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Association  the  atten- 
tion which  was  observed  in  preparatory  education  in 
the  medical  college  of  South  Carolina,  which  was 
highly  credit-able  to  the  same.  His  remarks  were 
listened  to  with  attention,  and  brought  forth  observa- 

,  tions  of  a  like  character  from  other  members  present. 
The  report  and  proposed  amendments  were  re- 
ceived, after  having  been  amended,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows  :    [We  omit  the  report.] 

Article  L — Title  of  the  Association. 
This  Institution  shall  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  name 
and  title  of  "  The  American  Medical  Association."  It  shall  be 
composed  of  all  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  of  the 
United  States  of  good  standing,  who  acknowledge  fealty  to  and 
adopt  the  code  of  ethics  adopted  by  the  association  ;  and  its  busi- 
:  ness  shall  be  conducted  by  their  delegates  or  representatives,  who 
shall  be  appointed  annually  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this  con- 
stitution. 

Strike  out  the  whole  of  Article  II,  referring  to  6  Members," 
and  insert  the  followiug  : 

Article  II. — Of  Delegates, 
(j  1.  The  delegates  to  the  meetings  of  the  Association  shall 

:  collectively  represent,  and  have  cognizance  of  the  common  inter- 
ests of  the  medical  profession  in  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  shall  hold  their  appointment  from  county,  state  and  regularly 
chartered  medical  societies ;  from  chartered  medical  colleges, 
hospitals  and  permanent  voluntary  medical  associations  in  good 
standing  with  the  profession.  Delegates  may  also  be  received 
from  the  medical  staffs  of  the  United  States  army  and  navy. 

I  <i  2.  Each  delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for  one  year, 
and  until  another  is  uppiouted  to  succeed  him,  he  shall  be  enti- 

|  tied  to  participate  in  all  the  business  affairs  of  the  Association. 
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-  $  3.  The  county,  district,  chartered  and  voluntary  medical 
societies  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  association 
one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  resident  members,  and  one  more 
for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  one  half  of  this  num- 
ber. 

§  4.  Every  state  society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending 
four  delegates  ;  and  in  those  states  in  which  county  and  district 
societies  are  not  generally  organized,  in  lieu  of  the  privilege  of 
sending  four  delegates,  it  shall  be  entitled  to  send  one  delegate 
for  every  ten  of  regular  members,  and  one  more  for  every  addi- 
tional fraction  of  more  than  one  half  of  this  number. 

§  5.  No  medical  society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  representa- 
tion which  docs  not  require  of  its  members  an  observance  of  the 
code  of  ethics  of  this  association. 

§  6.  The  faculty  of  every  chartered  medical  college  acknow- 
ledging its  fealty  to  the  code  of  ethics  of  this  association,  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  sending  one  delegate  to  represent  in  the 
association  :  Provided,  That  the  said  faculty  shall  comprise  six 
professors  giving  one  course  of,  instruction  annually  of  not  less 
than  sixteen  weeks  on  Anatomy,  Materia  Medica,  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine,  Theory  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  Mid- 
wifery and  Chemistry  :  And  provided  also,  That  the  said  faculty 
requires  of  its  candidates  for  graduation — 1st.  That  ihey  shall  be 
twenty-one  years  of  age  ;  2d.  That  they  shall  have  studied  three 
entire  years, two  of  which  must  have  been  with  some  respectable 
practitioner;  3d.  That  they  shall  have  attended  two  full  courses 
of  lectures,  (not  however  to  be  embraced  in  the  same  year,)  and 
one  of  which  must  have  been  in  the  institution  granting  the 
diploma,  and  also  where  students  are  required  to  continue  their 
attendance  on  the  lectures  to  the  close  of  the  session  ;  and  4th 
That  they  shall  show,  by  examination,  that  they  are  qualified  to 
practice  medicine. 

$  7.  The  medical  faculty  of  the  University  of  Virginia  shall 
be  entitled  to  representation  in  the  association,  notwithstanding 
that  it  has  not  six  professors,  and  that  it  does  not  require  three 
years  study  from  its  pupils,  but  only  so  long  as  the  present  pecu- 
liar system  of  instruction  and  examination  practiced  by  that  in- 
stitution shall  continue  in  force. 

§  8.  All  hospitals,  the  medical  officers^of  which  are  in  good 
standing  with  the  profession,  and  which  have  accommodation  for 
one  hundred  patients,  shall  be  entitled  to  send  one  delegate  to  the 
association. 

§  9.  Delegates  representing  the  medical  staffs  of  the  United 
States  army  and  navy  shall  be  appointed  Ly  the  chiefs  of  the 
army  and  navy  medical  bureaux.  The  number  of  delegates  so 
appointed  shall  be  four  from  the  army  medical  officers  and  an 
equal  number  from  the  navy  medical  officers. 

§  10.  No  delegate  shall  be  registered  on  the  books  of  the 
association  as  representing  more  than  one  constituency. 

§11.  Every  delegate  elect,  prior  to  the  permanent  organiza- 
tion of  the  annual  meeting,  and  before  voting  on  any  question 
after  tho  meeting  has  been  organized,  shall  sign  the  constitution 
and  inscribe  his  name  and  address  in  full,  with  the  title  of  the 
institution  which  he  represents. 

Dr.  Smith,  N.  Y.  chairman  of  the  nomination  com- 
mittee, reported  and  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemeu  be  ap- 
pointed : 

J.  Committee  on  Medical  Literature — Rene  La 
Roche,  M.D.,  of  Pa.,  chairman  ;  H.  W.  De  Saussure, 
M.D.,  of  S.  C. ;  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D.  of  III.  ;  Jacob 
Biglow,  M.  D.  of  Mass.  ;  Ed.  H.  Barton,  M.  D.  of  La. 

2.  Committee  on  Medical  Education — Zina  Pitcher, 
M.  D.,  of  Mich.,  chairman ;  Austin  Flint,  M.  D.,  of 
N.  Y.  ;  J.  R.  W.  Dunbar,  M.  D.,  of  Md.  ;  James 
M'Keen,  M.  D.,  of  Maine  ;  D.  W.  Yandell,  M.  D., 
of  Ky. 

Dr.  Wilson,  of  Va.  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  was  laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Thomas,  of  Md.  : 

The  faculty  of  every  chartered  medical  college, 
acknowledging  its  fealty  to  'the  code  of  ethics,  and  con- 
forming to  the  requisitions  of  this  association  on  the 
subject  of  medical  education  as  adopted  by  this  asso- 
ciation in  1846,  and  reiterated  at  its  subsequent  meet- 


ings, shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  one  delegate 
to  represent  it  in  the  association  ;  provided  that  the 
medical  faculty  of  the  University  of  Virginia  shall  be 
entitled  to  representation  in  this  Association  in  con- 
sequence of  its  peculiar  organization,  but  only  so  long 
as  its  peculiar  system  of  instruction  and  examination 
shall  continue  in  force. 

Dr.  Wilson  gave  notice  that  the  above  would  be 
called  up  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  as  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pennsylvania  moved  the  following, 
which  was  adopted  :  ' 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  still  recommends  to 
the  medical  colleges  the  propriety  of  lengthening  their 
terms  of  instruction. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  called  up 
for  consideration,  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  colleges  exclusively  of  dentistry 
and. pharmacy  are  not  recognized  by  this  Association  as 
among  the  bodies  authorized  to  send  delegates  to  its 
meetings. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gooch,  of  Virginia,  the  two 
reports  from  the  committee  appointed  last  year  to 
suggest  alterations  of  the  constitution,  together  with 
that  of  the  committee  to  which  they  were  referred  on 
yesterday,  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  publica- 
tion, with  instructions  to  print. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas  it*  is  the  duty  of  patriotism  to  do  homage 
to  those  who  have  been  benefactors  to  their  country  ; 
and  whereas  the  medical  profession  in  the  United 
States,  heretofore  not  wanting  in  patriotic  feeling  or 
action,  desire  to  co  operate  with  the  other  public  bodies 
and  institutions  of  the  country  in  rendering  their  pro- 
found reverence  to  the  memory  of  him  who  was  "  first 
in  peace,  first  in  war,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen  :" 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be 
appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  solicit  subscrip- 
tions from  members  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  suitable  stone  with 
an  appropriate  inscription,  for  insertion  in  the  name  of 
this  Association,  into  the  national  monument  to  the 
Memory  of  Washington,  now  in  progress  of  erection  at 
Washington  city. 

The  chair  announced  the  Committee,  to  consist  of 
Drs.  Jos.  L.  Atlee,  W.  P.  Johnston,  Ro.  W.  Haxall, 
Alfred  Stille  and  G-ouverneur  Emerson. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Smith,  of  New- York,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Nominations,  presented  the  following 
Report,  which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Corbin,  of  Virginia, 
was  adopted  : 

The  committee  of  nominations,  in  fulfilling  the  duty  of  their 
appointment,  propose  to  continue  most  of  the  special  committees 
appointed  by  the  association  in  May,  1851,  and  to  appoint  several 
new  special  committees  :  they  therefore  submit  the  following  list 
of  chairmen  of  special  committees,  with  the  subjects  to  them 
committed : 

1.  Dr.  D.  F.  Condie,  of  Philadelphia— On  the  Causes  of 
Tubercular  Disease 

2.  Dr.  James  Jones,  of  New  Orleans — On  the  Mutual  Rela- 
tions of  Yellow  and  Bilious  Remittent  Fever. 

3.  Dr.  R.  S.  Holmes,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.— On  Epidemic  Ery- 
sypelas. 

4.  Dr.  Charles  D.  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia — On  Acute  and 
Chronic  Diseases  of  the  Neck  of  the  Uterus. 
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5.  Dr.  J.  P.  Jervev,  of  Charleston,  S.  C— On  Densr«e. 
6  Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  O.— On  Milk  Sickness, 
so  called. 

7.  Dr.  A.  Lopez,  of  Mobile,  Ala.— On  the  prevalence  of  Idio- 
pathic Tetanus. 

8.  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Wood,  of  Philadelphia— On  Diseases  of  the  Pa- 
rasitic Organs. 

»9.  Dr.  R.  D.  Arnold,  of  Savannah,  Ga.— On  the  Physiological 
Peculiarities  and  Diseases  of  Negroes. 

10.  Dr.  Joseph  Carson,  of  Philadelphia— On.  the  Alkaloids 
which  may  be  substituted  for  Quiuia. 

11.  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  of  Louisville,  Ky  —  On  results  of  Surgical 
Operations  for  the  Relief  of  Maliguant  Diseases. 

12.  Dr.  James  R.  Wood,  of  New- York—  On  Statistics  of  the 
Operation  for  the  removal  of  Stone  in  the  Bladder. 

13.  Dr.  Alex.  H.  Stevens,  of  New-York— On  Sanitory  Prin- 
ciples applicable  to  the  Construction  of  Dwellings. 

14.  Dr.  F.  Peyre  Porcher,  of  Charleston,  S.  O— On  Toxico- 
logical  and  Medicinal  Properties  of  our  Crvptogamic  Plants. 

15.  Dr.  G.  Emerson,  of  Philadelphia— On  Agency  of  Refrige- 
ration produced  through  Upward  Radiation  of  Heat  as  an  excit- 
ing cause  of  Disease. 

16.  Dr.  HeuryJ.  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  Mass.— On  the  best 
means  of  making  Pressure  in  Reducible  Hernia. 

17.  Dr.  A.  T.  B.  Merritt,  of  Richmond,  Va.— On  Cholera  and 
its  relation  to  Congestive  Fever — their  analogy  or  identity. 

18.  Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  of  Providence,  R.  I. — On  Displace- 
ments of  the  Uterus. 

19.  Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell,  of  Augusta,  Ga.— On  Typhoid  Fever. 

20.  Dr.  Worthington,  Hooker  of  Conn— On  Epidemics  of 
New  England  and  New- York. 

21.  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.— On  Epidemics  of 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland. 

22.  Dr.'Robt.  W.  Haxall,  of  Richmond,  Va.— On  Epidemics  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

23.  Dr.  Wm.  Boiling,  of  Montgomery,  Ala.— On  Epidemics 
of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama. 

24.  Dr.  Edward  H.  Barton,  New  Orleans,  La.— On  Epide- 
mics of  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas  and  Arkansas. 

2.5.  Dr.  W.  L.  Sutton,  of  Georgetown,  Ky.— On  Epidemics  of 
of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 

26.  Dr.  Thomas  Reyburn,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.— On  Epidemics 
of  Missouri,  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 

27.  Dr.  George  Mendenhall,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio — On  Epide- 
mics of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan. 

Committee  on  Volunteer  Communications — Drs.  Joseph  M. 
Smith,  Jno.  A.  Swett,  Willard  Parker,  Gurdoii  Buck  and  Alfred 
C.  Post,  of  New- York. 

Dr.  Wood,  of  Pa.  moved  that  instead  of  awarding 
five  prizes  of  $50  each,  annually,  that  the  Association 
hereafter  grant  two  prizes  of  $100  each,  for  the  two 
best  essays.  Carried. 


The  Scalpel  and  the  Obstetrical  Munchausen. 

This  quarterly  journal  of  our  city,  ingeniously 
"  adapted  to  popular  and  professional  reading "  has 
obtained  a  circulation  of  some  5,000  or  more,  and  as 
we  learn  is  stereotyped  from  the  beginning  with  the 
view  to  still  greater  extent  and  permanence.  Of  the 
ability  with  which  it  is  conducted  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion,  and  yet  the  savage  ferocity  of  some  of  its  cri- 
ticisms, albeit  sometimes  merited,  are  not  relished  by 
the  luckless  parties  upon  whom  the  long  fingers  and 
sharp  instrument  of  the  editor  are  employed  in  his  dis- 
sections. Dr.  Dixon  often  makes  his  wish  to  be  "  pa- 
rent to  his  thought,"  and  allows  his  imagination  to  out- 
strip his  judgment  and  even  over- ride  his  facts.  Still, 
while  we  give  him  the  claim  that  he  "  nothing  extenu- 
ates," or  "  sets  down  aught  in  malice,"  we  altogether 
object  to  the  application  of  his  big  Scalpel  to  our  little 
Gazette,  which  we  hoped  would  escape  from  its  com- 
parative insignificance  among  the  "  big  fish "  as  he 
facetiously  styles  his  victims. 


The  only  redress  we  can  take  however,  is  to  place 
him  before  our  readers,  by  the  following  specimen 
selected  from  the  last  number,  and  which  is  character- 
istic of  the  pages  of  the  Scapel. 
the  batrachiax  professor,  j  his  great  obstetrical 
Diagnosis  ! 

"  Batrachia — d.  pi. — Animals  of  the  Frog  kind,  including  Toads,  Sala' 
manders,  and  other  Reptiles,  having  a  naked  body,  with  two  or  four  feet" 
—  Webster. 

"  A  class  of  animals  who  exist  by  swallowing  and  pulling  out — wind.'1 
— Ed.  Scalpel. 

In  order  to  come  strictly  under  Webster's  definition, 
our  friend,  the  Phenomenon,  would  require  to  disen- 
cumber himself  of  his  garments  ;  this,  he  would  pro- 
bably do,  with  the  same  facility  he  gets  quit  of  his 
veracity  and  modesty,  were  it  necessary  to  attract  stu- 
j  dents.    It  answers  his  purpose  better,  however,  to 
;  denude  his  unfortunate  female  patients  ;  to  which  we 
|  earnestly  recommend  the  attention  of  the  Gran  d  Jury 
'  The  University  Medical  Department  have  just  gradu- 
ated ninety-eight  out,  of  their  hundred  students!  and 
the  everlasting  little  frog  has  been  puffing  away,  as 
usual  on  the  auspicious  occasion.    We  had  not  the. 
j  honor  of  forming  one  of  the  audience,  but  suppose  his 
;  oration  was,  as  it  always  had  been,  composed  of  those 
|  of  the  five  preceding  years,  curiously  re-arranged,  and 
suitably  interlarded  with  pickings  and  stealings  from 
I  Southwood  Smith,  and  Lawrence  on  Man.    [See  old 
files  of  the  New-  York  Herald.]   The  same  blessed  old 
gray-headed  daddy  was  sitting  at  his  garden  gate  and  a 
terrible  tedious  time  he's  had  on't  (we  hope  he  goes  in 
o'nights,  if  his  hopeful  don't)  to  welcome  his  dutiful 
progeny  on  his  return  from  the  "  great  practical  school,' 
and  its  obstetrical  Munchausen.    To  our  knowledge  he 
has  been  sitting  there  for  the  last  ten  years  past,  con- 
ning over  the  glory  and  its  cost,  of  having  a  sheep- 
skinned  son.    God  pity  thee,  old  man ;  he  would 
have  served  his  country  better  ;  hadst  thou  left  his 
calf  skin  on  him,  and  thy  farm  unmortgaged.    It  is 
pitiable  to  see  honest  labor  and  the  soil  thus  defrauded 
of  its  rightful  inheritance.   We  feel  that  we  shall  merit 
j  well  of  our  country,  if  we  expose  the  tithe  of  this  evil. 
An  interesting  anecdote  is  just  out,  regarding  our 
little  batrachian  obstetrical  Dubois,  that  is  too  exquisite 
to  be  lost.    The  daughter  of  a  distinguished  divine, 
'  receiving  a  very  sudden  warning  of  the  necessity  of  the 
j  attendance  of  her  chosen  accoucheur,  the  alarmed 
;  household,  durinsr  the  husband's  absence,  with  the 
;  usual  disregard  of  trouble  to  the  unfortunate  brethren, 
;  sent  for  three  of  them,  including  the  Phenomenon  !  He 
t  was,  being  very  spry,  the  first  to  arrive,  and  having 
'  performed  the  services  necessary  for  the  introduction  of 
j  the  little  darling  into  this  sinful  world,  he  assured  the 
second  brother  Esculapian  that  arrived,  that  he  gladly 
!  resigned  the  patient  into  his  hands,  because  he  had 
;  another  very  difficult  case  on  hand  (he  always  is  in 
j  trouble),  and  could  not  wait  for  the  expected  duplicate 
to  gladden  the  heart  of  the  astonished  newly  made 
I  mother.    Assuring  his  younger  brother  that  the  event 
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■would  undoubtedly  occur,  he  departed,  leaving  him  in 
charge.  Our  young  friend,  having  scientifically  dis- 
charged the  necessary  duties  anticipatory  of  such  a  con- 
solatory event,  assured  the  astonished  and  gratified  ; 
young  husband,  who  had  meanwhile  arrived,  that  his 
professional  skill  might  be  at  fault,  but  that  he  was 
quite  sure  his  proud  paternal  efforts  were  not  destined 
to  be  thus  rewarded.  Meanwhile,  the  venerable  gentle- 
man who  had  permanent  charge  of  the  family,  appear- 
ed, and  corroborated  our  young  friend's  assurance. 
The  lady  was  blessed  with  the  usual  complement  of 
offspring,  and  all  are,  of  course,  thoroughly  satisfied 
of  the  great  skill  of  our  little  batrachian  friend  ! 
Whilst  we  have  this  distinguished  little  gentleman  on 
the  hook,  we  take  occasion  to  assure  our  professional 
readers,  having  received  the  information  directly  from 
the  lips  of  the  eminent  consulting  surgeon,  as  well  as 
the  amiable  and  accomplished  physician  to  whom  the 
patient  actually  belonged,  that  our  voracious  little  friend 
did  not  perform  the  operation  for  vaginal  hysterotomy 
that  he  has  so  of  ten  published  !  It  was  actually  done  by 
the  surgeon  himself,  after  our  batrachian  friend  had  in 
vain  attempted  it,  making  the  incision  vertically  to  the 
plane  of  the  abdomen,  and  then  ineffectually  attempt- 
ing to  apply  the  forceps !  Both  the  incisions  were  made, 
and  the  forceps  applied,  by  Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  Senr. ! 

[We  suggest  a  correction  in  the  last  line,  for,  as  we 
learn  by  authority,  the  forceps  were  not  applied  by  Dr. 
Mott,  who  allowed  his  junior  to  do  this,  after  he  had 
himself  performed  the  operation,  which  has  been  trum 
peted  through  the  land  by  Dr.  Bedford,  as  his  own  !  ] 

New- York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

The  last  two  meetings  of  this  body  have  been  occu-  i 
pied  chiefly  in  the  discussion  of  the  pathology  and 
therapeutics  of  Croup,  a  subject  which  called  forth  a 
very  general  expression  of  opinion.  Remarks  were 
made  on  the  first  evening  by  Drs.  Bachelder,  S.  C. 
Foster,  Stone,  Buck,  Detmold  and  others,  of  an  inte- 
resting and  practical  character.  And  at  the  last  meet- 
ing the  subject  was  still  farther  discussed  by  Drs. 
Francis,  Bliss,  H.  Green,  Detmold,  Reese,  and  others. 

Dr.  Elder  read  a  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  James 
Cameron,  which  was  ordered  on  the  file. 

Dr.  S.  P.  White  presented  a  pathological  specimen 
of  cardiac  disease,  with  ossification  of  the  valves; 
together  with  a  history  of  the  case.  There  was  a  bet- 
ter attendance  of  fellows  than  usual,  and  several  new 
members  were  elected. 


Lectures  on  Operative  Surgery. 

BY  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.D.  P. 

SURGEON  TO  TIIK  STATK  EMIGRANTS'  HOSriTAL,  ETC. 

[Reported  by  II.  Uensley,  M.  D.] 

On  Lithotomy. 

[Continued  from  p.  148  ] 

The  operation  of  Lithotomy  is  not  terminated  with 
the  incision  into  the  bladder.   The  seizing  with  the  fore- 


ceps  and  the  extraction  of  the  calculus  itself  are,  at  times, 
attended  with  difficulties,  which,  if  not  overcome  with 
cxpertness,  lead  to  irritation  upon  the  mucous  coat  of 
the  bladder,  and  thus  the  chances  of  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient are  diminished.  We  have  also  to  contend  against 
the  emergencies  which  may  occur  during  the  operation, 
and  against  the  consecutive  accidents,  with  the  manage- 
ment of  which  we  must  be  well  conversant. 

I  shall  now  repeat  upon  the  cadaver  the  different 
steps  of  the  bilateral  operation,  as  you  have  recently 
seen  it  performed  upon  the  adult  patient.  You  will  thus 
have  impressed  upon  your  minds  the  operative  proce- 
dure of  cutting  safely  into  the  bladder  .by  the  double 
section  of  the  prostate ;  the  incisions,  however,  you  will 
bear  in  mind,  being  confined  wilhin  the  limits  of  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  gland. 

The  credit  of  thus  cutting  into  the  urinary  bladder, 
for  the  extraction  of  calculus,  is  by  some  accorded  to 
Celsus.  But  his  description,  beyond  his  instructions  for 
the  primary  incisions,  is  too  ambiguous  to  sanction  this 
construction.  Le  Dran  was  probably  the  real  originator 
of  the  operation  of  Lithotomy  by  the  double  lateral  sec- 
tion of  the  prostate.  Chaussier  and  Beclard  also  advo- 
cated this  operative  procedure ;  but  its  mode  of  perform- 
ance was  not  systematized,  nor  were  its  different  details 
laid  down  with  precision,  until  treated  of  by  Dupuytren. 

Various  instruments  have  been  devised  for  cutting 
the  prostate,  so  as  to  effect  the  section  of  both  lobes 
from  the  urethra,  in  the  direction  of  the  transverse  or 
oblique  radii  of  the  gland.  Some  of  these  special  instru- 
ments divide  the  gland,  by  thrusting  forwards  the  cut- 
ting part,  through  its  substance ;  while  others  are  passed 
into  the  bladder,  the  blades  enclosed  within  a  sheath. 
The  blades  are  unsheathed  by  the  action  of  a  mechan- 
ism, placed  towards  the  handle  of  the  instrument ;  and 
the  prostatic  section  is  effected  in  the  act  of  withdraw- 
ing. Here  is  a  bi-sector  of  the  class  first  mentioned, 
brought  into  vogue  by  the  late  Dr.  Bushe  of  this  city. 
Here  is  another,  shaped  like  ,an  olive,  and  cutting 
while  being  thrust  forward  into  the  bladder,  used  by 
Dr.  Stevens,  also  of  New-York.  There,  is  the  prosta- 
tome  of  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  and  here  are  some  other 
similar  instruments,  of  whose  paternity  I  am  not  aware. 
These  instruments,  as  you  may  see,  have  a  blunt  beak 
at  the  convergence  of  the  two  cutting  edges.  The  beak 
is  slid  along  the  groove  of  the  staff  into  the  bladder,  and 
the  prostate  is  incised.  Some  of  them  cut  the  prostate, 
on  each  side  of  the  urethra,  directly  outwards ;  others 
effect  the  section  on  the  posterior  oblique  radii  of  each 
side. 

Of  the  class  of  instruments  which  divide  the  lobes 
of  the  prostate,  while  they  are  being  withdrawn,  you 
have  here  a  model  in  the  lithotome  cache,  the  blades  of 
which  open  transversely,  so  that,  by  them,  the  lobes  of 
the  prostate  can  be  cut  on  the  radii  of  the  gland,  direct- 
ly outwards ;  while  here,  again,  you  have  the  lithotome 
cache  double,  of  Dupuytren,  which  makes  the  bi-latcral 
section  of  the  gland,  by  cutting  from  the  urethra  down- 
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wards  and  outwards  on  both  sides,  in  the  direction  of 
the  posterior  oblique  radii.  Of  all  the  instruments  in 
use  to  divide  the  prostate  by  the  bi-lateral  section,  I 
consider  this  to  be  the  best.  Its  mechanism  is  some- 
what complicated,  but  you  will  easily  understand  the 


I  mode  of  action,  by  inspecting  the  instrument  I  now  hand 
you  to  pass  round.    It  is  the  instrument  of  Dupuytren 

j  modified  by  Chariie're  of  Paris,  and  is  that  which  I  shall 
use  in  the  operation  upon  the  cadaver,  which  I  am  about 

|  to  perform. 


The  Lithotome  cache  double— unsheathed. 

The  double  edged  bistoury. 

The  Staff — grooved  on  the  convex  surface. 


The  instruments  essentially  required  to  effect  the 
section  into  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  consist  of  a  double 
edged  bistoury,  sharp,  however,  on  one  edge,  for  about 
two-thirds  of  an  inch  only  from  its  point,  and  provided 
with  a  handle  stronger  and  larger  than  that  of  the  or- 
dinary bistoury  ;  and  of  a  staff  with  the  groove  upon  the 
middle  of  the  convex  surface  of  the  curved  part  of  the 
instrument,  and  ending  towards  its  beak,  in  a  kind  of 
cul-de-sac ;  and  of  a  lithotome  cache  double.  To  these 
instruments,  essential  for  the  cutting  part  of  the  opera- 
tion, must  be  added  several  calculus  forceps,  straight, 
curved,  and  of  various  sizes ;  a  curette  or  scoop,  and 
gorget ;  an  eight  ounce  syringe,  the  pipe  of  which  should 
be  some  six  inches  in  length,  terminating  in  the  shape 
of  an  olive;  forceps,  needles,  and  tenacula  for  securing 
arteries ;  and  a  hollow  tube  of  gum-elastic,  simple,  or 
covered  over  with  a  thin  layer  of  compressed  sponge, 
or  a  metallic  tube,  furnished  with  a  bag  of  muslin,  to  be 
used  as  a  compressor  upon  bleeding  vessels,  when  passed 
into  the  bladder  through  the  wound.  Narrow  bands, 
six  or  eight  yards  in  length,  for  securing  the  patient, 
and  a  four  ounce  bottle  of  chloroform  or  sulphuric  ether, 
will  complete  the  necessary  preparations. 

The  instruments  thus  selected,  all  of  which  are  here 
presented  for  your  inspection,  are,  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venience placed  upon  a  small  portable  table  or  tray,  co- 
vered with  a  towel.  The  surgeon  should  himself  arrange 
them,  so  as  to  know  where  each  is  to  be  had,  and  the 
whole  should  be  so  placed  as  to  be  within  the  reach  of 
his  right  hand  during  the  operation.  The  perineum 
ha*ving  been  shaved,  the  rectum  emptied  previously, 
and  the  patient  placed  and  secured  as  heretofore  di- 
rected, the  assistants  properly  arranged,  and  anaesthesia 
having  been  produced,  the  operator  now  introduces  the 
staff,  after  the  manner  of  using  the  sound,  and  again 
searching  for  the  calculus,  reassures  himself  of  its  pre- 
sence in  the  bladder.  The  staff  is  then  entrusted  to  an 
assistant,  placed  upon  the  left  side  of  the  patient,  with 
instructions  to  maintain  the  instrument  steadily  and  in  a 
vertical  position  in  the  median  line,  while,  at  the  same 


time,  he  elevates  and  supports,  with  the  other  hand,  the 
scrotum  and  testicles.  The  operator  now  seats  himself 
on  a  firm  chair  or  stool,  of  suitable  height,  directly  in 
face  of  the  perineum  of  the  patient.  Resting  the  thumb 
and  "fingers  of  the  left  hand  upon  the  perineum,  so  as  to 
make  tense  the  tissues  to  be  incised,  he  holds  the  bis- 
toury firmly  in  his  right  hand  and  enters  the  instrument 
on  the  right  side  of  the  perineum,,  at  a  point  situated 
midway  between  the  anus  and  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischi- 
um. From  this,  the  incision  is  carried  across  the  medi- 
an line,  in  a  semilunar  direction,  passing  in  front  of  the 
anus,  at  a  distance  of  about  eight  lines,  and  extending 
backwards  and  outwards,  so  as  to  terminate  on  the  left 
side  of  the  perineum,  at  a  point  corresponding  to  that 
at  which  the  incision  was  commenced.  This  incision 
divides  the  integuments,  the  subcutaneous  cellular  layer 
and  superficial  fascia.  The  anterior  fibres  of  the  sphinc- 
ter ani  muscle  and  some  adipo-cellular  tissue  are  next 
divided,  and  the  finger  now  passed  to  the  bottom  of  the 
wound,  meets  the  dense  and  resisting  structure  of  the 
deep  perineal  aponeurosis,  or  the  posterior  layer  of  the 
triangular  ligament.  The  knife  traverses  this  structure 
and  the  staff  can  be  distinctly  felt  through  the  wall  of 
the  urethra,  During  these  preliminary  incisions  through 
the  bulbo-rectal  triangle,  the  edges  of  the  bistoury  must 
be  directed  with  care,  so  as  to  avoid  lesion  of  the  bulb 
in  front,  or  of  the  rectum  behind  ;  the  fore  finger  of  the 
left  hand  being  a;so  used  to  protect  the  gut.  The  mem- 
branous portion the  urethra  now  reached,  the  index 
finger  of  the  lef^-Sd,  its  radial  border  turned  down- 
wards, is  placed  <,y^he  staff  so  that  the  left  lip  of  the 
groove  shall  lodge  in  the  space  between  the  pulp  of  the 
finger  and  the  nail.  The  nail  thus  placed,  leads  the  bis- 
toury directly  into  the  groove  of  the  staff,  and  the  mem. 
branous  portion  of  the  urethra  is  opened.  This  opening 
is  enlarged  carefully,  forwards  and  downwards,  to  the 
extent  of  about  four  lines.  The  bistoury  is  now  laid 
aside,  and  the  lithotome  cachS  double,  set  according  to 
the  desired  extent  of  the  prostatic  incisions,  is  taken  up 
by  the  operator.    The  beak  of  the  lithotome,  the  con- 
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vexity  of  the  curve  turned  downwards,  is  directed  by 
the  nail  of  the  left  index  finger  through  the  lower  part 
of  the  opening  made  into  the  membranous  portion  of  the 
urethra,  so  that  it  shall  come  in  contact  with  the  groove 
of  the  staff. 

This  being  ascertained  with  certainty  by  the  sensa- 
tion imparted  of  two  metallic  surfaces  striking  together, 
the  operator  takes  the  handle  of  the  staff  in  his  left 
hand,  and  assuring  himself  that  its  extremity  has  fairly 
entered  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  to  the  distance 
of  an  inch  or  two,  he  elevates  or  lifts  the  instrument 
towards  the  arch  of  the  pubes.  The  beak  of  the 
lithotome  engaged  in  the  groove  of  the  staff  is  then 
pushed  along  the  groove  into  the  bladder,  following 
the  direction  of  the  curve  of  the  staff.  Without 
moving  the  lithotome,  the  staff  is  slightly  withdrawn, 
and  the  beak  of  the  lithotome  coming  against  the  cul- 
de-sac  of  the  groove,  establishes  beyond  doubt  the 
entrance  of  the  instrument  into  the  cavity  of  the  blad- 
der. The  beak  of  the  lithotome  is  next  disengaged 
from  the  cul-de-sac  of  the  grove,  and  the  staff  is 
entirely  withdrawn.  This  done,  the  lithotome  is  turned 
half  round  on  its  axis,  so  that  the  concavity  of  its  curve 
shall  regard  the  anus.  The  instrument  is  now  seized, 
with  the  left  hand,  where  the  blades  join  the  shank ; 
while,  with  the  right  hand,  the  lever  which  gives  the 
movement  to  the  bladder  is  pressed  firmly  towards  the 
handle,  so  as  to  cause  the  blades  to  start  from  their 
sheath  to  the  desired  extent.  The  lithotome  is  now 
withdrawn  steadily  and  firmly,  a  slight  depression 
being  given  to  the  handle  of  the  instrument  during  its 
progress  outwards.  Both  lateral  lobes  of  the  prostate 
are  thus  divided  from  the  urethra,  downwards  and  out- 
wards, in  their  inferior  oblique  diameters.  The  larger 
arteries  of  the  perineum,  such  as  the  artery  of  the 
bulb,  and  the  internal  pudic  artery,  are  not  in  the  way 
of  the  blades  of  the  instrument  when  properly  directed. 
There  is  consequently,  as  a  general  rule,  but  little 
hemorrhage  after  the  incisions  are  completed.  This 
you  may  have  observed  in  the  operation  on  the  patient 
in  ward  No.  7.  In  that  case,  not  over  an  ounce  of 
blood  issued  from  the  wound,  although  the  incisions 
were  ample  enough  to  admit  of  the  transit  of  a  calculus 
eighteen  lines  in  diameter.  A  quantity  of  urine,  or  of 
the  fluid  which  may  have  been  injected,  gushes  through 
the  wound,  after  the  deep  incisions  are  completed. 

Having  cut  into  the  bladder,  the  next  step  in  the 
operation  is  the  extraction  of  the  calc  1  ^s.  This  is  not 
always  so  easily  accomplished  as  rJf.^it  be  supposed. 
The  calculus  may  be  single  or  associated  with  others  ] 
or  there  may  be  numerous  small  calculi  ;  or  the  stone 
may  be  irregular  and  of  unequal  diameters,  so  that  it 
can  pass  through  the  aperture  in  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, only  when  the  smallest  diameter  is  presented  ;  or 
it  may  be  large  and  friable,  or  large  and  hard  ;  or  it 
may  be  encysted  in  some  part  of  the  inner  wall  of 
the  urinary  reservoir.  As  soon  as  the  lithotome  is  with- 
drawn, the  fore  finger  of  the  left  hand  is  forthwith 


passed  into  the  bladder,  through  the  wound  ;  and  in 
doing  this,  the  extent  of  the  incision  is  ascertained.  If 
the  perineum  be  not  of  unusual  depth,  and  the  prostate 
not  very  much  enlarged,  the  extremity  of  the  finger  can 
now  feel  the  calculus,  which  will  in  general  be  found 
lodged  in  the  posterior  fundus  or  bas-fond  of  the  blad- 
der. The  sound  has  already  given  some  information  as 
to  the  size  and  formation  of  the  calculus ;  but,  by 
meaus  of  the  finger,  the  dimensions,  shape,  and  posi- 
tion can  be  ascertained  with  precision.  This  done,  the 
next  step  is  the  introduction  of  the  forceps  into  the 
bladder.  The  fore  finger  of  the  left  hand  still  resting 
in  the  incision,  the  forceps,  held  in  the  right  hand,  the 
thumb  and  the  last  finger  embracing  the  rings,  and  the 
handles  resting  on  the  index,  are  presented,  closed,  to 
the  orifice  of  the  wound,  and  passed  into  the  bladder, 
along  the  left  fore  finger,  which  serves  as  a  guide  ; 
the  convex  surfaces  of  the  blades  being  made  to  regard 
the  lips  of  the  incision.  The  forceps  having  entered 
the  bladder,  are  gently  moved  about,  still  shut,  in 
search  of  the  calculus,  which,  as  has  just  been  said, 
generally  lies  across  the  posterior  fundus.  Touching 
the  upper  surface  of  the  calculus,  the  blades  are  made 
to  pass  downwards  along  its  lateral  aspect,  so  that  one 
of  them  shall  rest  with  its  convexity  upon  the  inner 
surface  of  the  bas-fond  of  the  bladder ;  while  the 
convexity  of  the  other  blade  shall  look  upwards.  The 
spoons  or  bladder  of  the  forceps  are  now  opened  to 
the  proper  extent.  The  lower  blade,  resting  on  the 
fundus,  is  maintained  stationary,  while  by  a  slow  and 
dexterous  rotation,  the  upper  blade  is  made  to  describe 
an  arc  over  the  calculus,  and  pass  to  the  opposite  side. 
The  calculus  is  now  between  the  blades  of  the  forceps, 
and  can  easily  be  seized. 

The  calculus  once  grasped  between  the  blades  of 
the  forceps,  its  extraction  has  to  be  effected.  The 
direction  in  which  the  extracting  force  has  to  be 
exerted,  in  some  instances,  requires  attention.  When 
the  calculus  is  large,  the  relative  position  of  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  and  of  the  prostate  gland  to  the  bones 
of  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  and  to  .  the  triangular  ligu- 
ment,  must  not  be  overlooked.  When  the  calculus  is 
small,  it  is  extracted  with  facility,  by  the  operator 
withdrawing  the  instrument  directly  towards  himself. 
When,  however,  the  stone  is  large,  the  extracting  force 
used  must  be  exerted  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of 
the  outlet  of  the  pelvis ;  and  the  handles  of  the 
forceps  must,  consequently,  be  slightly  depressed ; 
the  blades  of  the  instrument,  if  necessary,  being  at 
the  same  time,  alternately  elevated  and  depressed. 
If  the  section  of  the  prostrate  and  the  external  in- 
cisions are  free  enough,  traction  used  in  this  manner 
enables  the  stone  to  pass  without  any  difficulty.  But 
the  calculus  may  be  seized  so  that  the  largest  diameter 
is  presented  to  the  internal  orifice  of  the  incision.  Ia 
that  case,  the  fore  finger,  slid  along  the  branches  of  the 
forceps,  may  be  used  advantageously  to  change  the 
mal-position  of  the  stone ;  or  this  last  can  be  released 
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from  the  grasp  of  the  forceps,  to  be  again  seized  in  a 
more  fitting  position.  The  use  of  the  forceps  em- 
braces then  three  different  manoeuvres.  You  have 
first  to  introduce  them  into  the  bladder,  next  to  seize 
the  stone ;  and  lastly  to  effect  the  extraction. 

When  the  smallest  diameter  of  the  calculus  much 
exceeds  eighteen  lines,  we  cannot  expect,  regard  being 
had  to  the  limits  of  the  prostate,  to  effect  its  removal 
by  the  oblique  bi  lateral  section,  without  contusion  and 
laceration  of  the  lips  of  the  incision.  In  fact,  the 
section  of  the  prostate,  as  effected  by  the  Uthome  cache 
double  of  Dupuytren,  consists  in  cutting  the  tissues  of 
the  gland,  in  the  direction  of  the  posterior  oblique 
radii  of  both  lobes  ;  each  radius  measures  about  twelve 
lines  in  length ;  the  upper  part  of  the  circumference  of 
the  urethra  measures  about  six  and  a-half  lines  ;  and 
the  triangular  flap,  resulting  from  the  section,  folds, 
outwards  and  downwards,  on  a  base  about  eighteen 
lines  in  extent.  These  several  measurements  added 
together,  give  a  perimeter  of  about  forty-eight  lines,  or 
four  inches  ;  and  the  opening  will,  consequently,  admit 
of  the  transit  of  a  body,  the  shorter  diameter  of  which 
does  not  exceed  one-third  of  four  inches,  or  sixteen 
lines ;  that  is  to  say,  making  no  allowance  for  the  dila- 
tability  of  the  parts. 

As  to  the  force  which  may  be  safely  used,  during 
the  extraction  of  a  calculus  from  the  bladder,  to  over- 
come such  resistance  as  may  be  encountered,  prudence 
will  not  sanction,  under  any  circumstances,  the  applica- 
tion of  greater  power  thati  would  be  required  to  lift 
from  the  ground  a  body  weighing  from  thirty-five  to 
fifty  pounds. 

The  calculus,  during  its  course  outwards,  may  slip 
from  the  forceps.  When  this  occurs,  it  is  sometimes 
found  difficult  to  regain  possession  of  it  with  the  blades. 
The  instrument  I  now  show  you,  known  as  the  curettet 
may  here  be  us.ed  with  advantage,  to  hook  out,  as  it 
were,  the  calculus  :  and  it  may  also  be  servicable  for 
the  removal  of  small  fragments  or  detritus  remaining 
in  the  bladder,  after  the  calculus  itself  has  been  ex- 
tracted. 

After  the  extraction  of  the  calculus,  the  fore  finger 
should  again  be  introduced  into  the  cavity  of  the  blad- 
der, to  examine  if  there  be  other  calculi  present.  As 
a  preliminary,  it  is  usual  to  examine  the  surface  of  the 
calculus  just  removed,  in  order  to  gain  information  as 
to  the  existence  of  others  ;  a  smooth  surface,  with 
facettes,  indicating,  one  or  more  remaining  stones ; 
while  a  rough  surface  would  show  that  only  one  cal- 
culus had  been  present ;  but,  although  it  may  be  well 
to  examine  the  surface  of  the  calculus,  when  extracted, 
as  well  for  this  end  as  also  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  fragments  have  been  broken  off  by  the 
action  of  the  forceps,  or  otherwise,  nothing  short  of 
examination  with  the  finger,  or  if  that  be  not  possible, 
by  reason  of  the  depth  of  the  wound,  of  exploration 
with  a  gorgeret,  will  satisfy  the  cautious  operator. 

These  various  means  having  been  employed  to 


ascertain  that  the  cavity  of  the  bladder  does  not  con- 
tain another  calculus,  the  pipe  of  a  syringe,  filled  with 
water  heated  to  the  temperature  of  the  bodv,  is  care- 
fully inserted  through  the  wound  into  the  bladder  ;  and 
j  the  piston  being  then  steadily  pressed,  a  jet  of  water 
J  will  be  thrown  into  its  cavity,  with  force  enough  to 
j  clear  away  any  sabulous   particles  that  may  have 
:  remained.   The  operation  is  now  ended,  and  the  patient 
■  is  allowed  to  recover  from  the  anaesthetic  effect  of 
j  chloroform,  if  this  has  been  administered. 

The  patient  must  now  be  removed  from  the  table 
i  to  the  bed,  the  matrass  of  which  should  be  covered 
with  oil-silk,  or  indian-rubber  cloth.  By  taking  this 
precaution,  the  bed  will  be  protected  from  the  dribbling 
of  urine  from  the  wound,  and  the  comfort  of  the 
patient  greatly  promoted. 

Some  surgeons  here  introduce  a  short  gum  elastic 
,  tube  through  the  wound,  to  facilitate  the  egress  of  the 
j  urine,  and  to  prevent  its  infiltration  into  the  lips  of 
the  incision,  or  into  the   surrounding  cellular  tissue. 
!  This  practice  is  judicious,  can  be  exercised  without 
inconvenience,  and  should  not  be  neelected.    The  tube 
should  be  retained  for  at  least  forty-eight  hours,  until 
;  the  surfaces  of  the  incision  have  become  glazed  over 
;  with  plastic  effusion. 

j  The  complications  attendant  at  times  upon  the  ope- 
;  ration,  and  the  consecutive  accidents,  will  next  claim 

our  attention.  I  shall  also,  in  my  next  lecture,  explain 
j  to  you  the  different  modes  of  performing  the  lateral 

operation,  so  called,  and  in  doing  so  shall  repeat  upon 
j  the  cadaver,  the  operation  as  modified  by  Mr.  Liston, 
!  which  you  have  recently  seen  performed  with  success 

upon  the  living  subject. 

[To  be  continued.] 


The  Medical  Times  for  Jane 

!  Has  a  report  of  a  case  of  blundering  diagnosis,  and 
,  worse  treatment,  which  is  said  to  have  occurred  in  some 
July,  but  in  what  year,  the  deponent  saith  not.  It  is 
I  obviously  an  old  case,  for  several  years  have  elapsed 
j  since  the  duplicate  reporters  were  together  in  the  hos- 
pital. One  of  them  calls  himself  "Physician  to  the 
Bellcvue  Hospital,"  as  though  he  were  the  only  or  chief, 
while  he  is  only  one  of  the  dozen  Attending  Physicians  ; 
but  it  sounds  big  abroad,  albeit  it  savors  of  arrogance. 
The  other  calls  himself  "late  House  Physician,"  which 
he  was  not,  but  only  another  of  the  Assistant  Physicians 
to  the  former  Resident  as  long  ago  as  1848.  This 
"case  of  Tubercle  and  Pneumonia,"  is  therefore,  at  least, 
four  years  old,  and  seems  to  have  been  hunted  up  for 
publication  in  the  absence  of  any  thing  better  or  newer. 
We  are  sorry  to  find  the  reporter  placing  himself  in  so 
sorry  a  plight,  since  we  know  him  to  be  every  way  su- 
perior to  the  patron,  whose  protege  he  consents  to  be- 
come, in  this  second-hand  journey-work,  which  is  alto- 
gether beneath  him. 

The  case  moreover  is  one  which,  for  the  credit  oj 
the  craft  should  not  have  been  exhumed,  unless  there 
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is  mischief  in  it,  and  intended  to  show  that  the  much 
vaunted  "physical  diagnosis"  failed  to  detect  "serious 
effusion  in  both  pleural  sacs,  both  lungs  filled  with  mili- 
ary tubercles.,  right  lung  in  second  stage  of  pneumonia, 
and  old  vomicoe  in  the  summit  of  both  lungs."  Vive  the 
"  Professor  of  Physical  Diagnosis  !"  These  revelations 
were  made  after  the  patient  was  dead !  We  could  wish 
for  our  contemporary,  better,  or  at  least  less  superan- 
nuated reports.  If,  however,  similar  reminiscences  are 
desirable,  we  would  gently  hint  that  more  of  the  same 
sort  may  be  had  from  the  same  source.  Let  him  call 
for  some  of  those  numerous  diseases  of  the  "  mitral 
valves,"  "  hypertrophy,  dilatation,  ossification,"  and 
other  cardiac  mischiefs,  or  those  cases  of  gangrene,  em- 
physema, &c.  of  the  lungs,  all  of  which  used  to  be  shown 
up  to  visitors  and  demonstrated  to  students  who  were 
green,  while  the  patients  were  alive ;  but  which  evapo- 
rated before  they  reached  the  dead  house,  and  could  not 
be  found  to  sustain  the  diagnosis,  so  skilfully  made  by 
the  physical  signs.  The  wonderful  discoveries  in  dis- 
eases of  the  kidneys,  by  the  uranometer,  the  tubes,  the 
lamp  for  boiling,  &c.  by  which  the  hospital  used  to  be 
filled  with  the  vapor  of  the  urine,  in  detecting  urea, 
sugar,  &c.  would  furnish  a  chapter  of  "nick-nacks"  in 
this  department,  if  the  professor  can  induce  any  body 
to  report  the  diagnosis  marked  on  the  card  over  the  pa- 
tient's bed,  in  contrast  with  the  humiliating  revelations 
of  the  dead-house.  But  "let  bye-gones  be  bye-gones" 
we  say,  and  hence  we  regret  the  resuscitation  of  this  old 
case. 


Specimen   of  Advertising    Doctors,    lresh   from  the 
University   of  the   City   of  New-York. 

Bellevernon,  Pa.  June  5, 1852. 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  you  will  find  a  card  of  a  man 
calling  himself  Dr.  Goucher,  which  will  show  you  how 
Quackery  in  the  West  is  encouraged  by  the  influential 
members  of  the  regular  Faculty  in  the  East.  Whether 
these  references  are  genuine  or  not  is  a  mystery.  The 
fact  you  can  use  as  seems  most  proper.  I  cannot  think 
Bedford  and  Draper  would  so  undignify  their  reputa- 
tion.— "  So  mote  it  not  be." 

Yours  most  truly, 

Dr.  D.  M.  Reese.       •     Jno.  S.  Vakvoorhis. 

MEDICAL  NOTICE. 
German  Eclectic  Practice. 

DR.  J.  GOUCHER,  of  the  University  of  New-York,  and  gra- 
duate of  the  Eclectic  School  of  Cincinnati,  has  located  him- 
self at  Monongahela  city,  Washington  couuty,  Pa,  on  Main-street, 
below  the  pike,  opposite  Patterson's  carriage  factory.  He  is  pre- 
pared to  perform  every  kind  of  Surgical  operations,  club  feet,  cross 
eyes,  hare  lip,  tumors,  tonsils,  ulcers,  cancers,  and  fistulas  of 
every  variety  and  rupture  ;  and  treat  every  phenomenon  of  chro- 
nic disease,  also  of  the  eye  and  ear,  as  well  as  every  species  of 
disease  peculiar  to  the  West,  having  practised  several  years  in 
that  region. 

References. — Profs.  Mott,  Bedford,  and  Draper,  New- York. 
Terms  cash.  V 

J.  GOUCHER,  M.  D. 

Monongahela  city,  May  21,  1852. 
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Distinction  between  Contagion  and  Infection. 

QUARANTINE. 
[By  the  politeness  of  Dr.  Wells,  the  resident  physi- 
cian to  our  Board  of  Health,  we  have  received  two  pam- 
phlets by  Dr.  Gavin  Milroy,  of  London,  in  relation  to 
Quarantine,  Cholera,  the  Plague,  &c.  from  which  we 
design  to  make  extracts,  which  cannot  but  be  useful  and 
timely.  The  following  possesses  very  great  claims  upon 
the  attention  of  the  profession.]  ' 

1'.  There  are"  certain  maladies  which  can  only  be  transmit- 
ted or  communicated,  when  either  tho  diseased  part  in  the 
sick  person,  or  matter  taken  from  it,  is  brought  into  immedi- 
ate contact  with  the  body  of  a  person  in  health.  To  this  or- 
der belong  the  Ringworm  of  the  scalp,  the  Itch,  Syphilis 
and  Gonorrhoea,  Cow-pox,  (in  man  at  least,)  Hydrophobia  or 
Rabies,  &c.  These  maladies  are  incapable  of  contaminating 
the  atmosphere ;  and  persons,  for  aught  that  we  know  to  the 
contrary,  might  remain  for  days  and  weeks  in  the  company 
of  patients  affected  with  any  one  of  them  without  the  risk  of 
catching  the  disease,  provided  all  contact,  direct  or  indirect, 
be  cautiously  avoided.  It  is  to  this  order  of  diseases  that 
the  term  contagious,  i.  e-  communicable  by  contact,  should  be 
strictly  limited. 

But  there  is  a  distinction  between  the  members  of  this 
order  that  requires  to  be  kept  in  mind.  In  some,  the  mere 
contact  of  the  morbid  matter  with  the  external  surface  of  the 
body  of  a  person  in  health,  is  sufficient  to  produce  the  disease 
in  the  latter.  Such  is  the  case  with  the  Ringworm  and  the 
Itch.  In  others,  the  matter  must  be  applied  either  to  the 
skin  deprived  of  its  epidermis  by  abrasion  or  incision,  or  else 
(what  is  nearly  equivalent  to  this)  to  a  mucous  surface. — 
There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  virus  of  Cow-pox,  or 
even  Hydrophobia,  would  affect  a  person,  if  there  be  no  injury 
of  the  skin  of  the  part  to  which  the  poisonous  matter  is  ap- 
plied— in  other  words,  unless  it  be  inoculated;  and  we  well 
know  that  the  syphilitic  gonorrhceal  poisons  are  inocuous, 
except  when  brought  into  contact  with  a  mucous  surface. 

The  distinction  now  qjluded  to  is  not  without  its  practi- 
cal bearings,  as  we  shall  see  when  we  come  to  consider  the 
mode  or  modes  in  which  the  Plague  is  said  to  be  propagated. 
To  say  that  inoculation  is  nothing  more  than  mere  contact, 
would  be  about  as  rational  as  to  assert  that  the  process  of 
grafting  consists'  simply  in  applying  the  branch  of  one  tree 
to  the  trunk  of  another. 

ft  The  second  order  of  transmissible  or  communicable 
diseases  contains  those  which  are  propagated  by  the  atmos- 
phere, around  a  patient,  becoming  infected  or  contaminated 
by  a  peculiar  effluvium  or  miasm  which  emanates  from  his 
body,  and  which  being  inhaled  into  the  lungs — and  admitted, 
it  may  be,  at  the  same  time  into  the  stomach — of  a  person  in 
health,  has  the  property  of  inducing  like  symptoms  in  him. 
Here  there  is  no  palpable  or  substantial  virus,  as  in  the  former 
case,  that  can  be  directly  transferred  from  one  individual  to 
another,  either  by  simple  contact,  or  yet  by  inoculation  :  at  all 
events,  the  effluvium  or  morbific  miasm  is  not  appreciable  by 
any  of  our  senses.  All  that  we  know  of  it  is  from  its  ef- 
fects ;  for  we  find  that,  whe/n  an  individual  in  health  remains 
for  some  time  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  a  patient  la- 
boring under  such  a  disease,  he  is  liable  to  become  affected 
with  it,  although  there  has  been  no  contact  with,  nor  even 
any  close  approximation  to,  the  sick  person.  Moreover, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  would  never 
be  communicated  by  mere  contact  with  the  patient's  body,  if 
it  could  be  so  arranged  that  the  person,  on  whom  such  an  ex- 
periment was  made,  did  not  inhale  the  contaminated  atmos- 
phere. 

Hooping-cough  and  scarlatina  are  examples  of  this  order 
of  communicable  or  transmissible  diseases.  They  propagate 
themselves  by  infecting  the  atmosphere  ;  hence  they  are  pro- 
perly called  infectious,  in  contradistinction  to  the  former  or- 
der, which  are  termed  contagious.  In  the  French  Report, 
the  expression  "  miasmatic  infection,"  is  generally  used  to  de- 
signate this  mode  of  transmission. 

Some  writers  indeed,  men  too  of  acknowledged  ability, 
have  objected  to  the  distinction  now  made  between  contagi- 
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ous  and  infectious  diseases,  on  the  ground  that  infection  (in 
the  sense  we  have  used  it)  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere  vari- 
ety, kind,  or  peculiar  mode  of  contagion.  In  both  sets  of 
diseases,  they  say,  there  is  the  application  of  a  morbific  matter 
to  the  body  of  a  person  in  health ;  the  only  marked  diffe- 
rence being  that,  in  the  one  case,  the  poison  is  cognisable  by 
our  senses,  and,  by  being  applied  to  one  point  of  the  body,  in 
general  excites  the  disease  primarily  in  that  spot ;  whereas, 
in  the  other  case,  it  is  diffused  through  the  atmosphere  and_ 
is  imbibed  into  the  system,  over  a  much  larger  surface,  by* 
the  lungs,  and,  it  may  be,  also  by  the  skin,  and  even  the 
stomach.  In  both  cases,  therefore,  there  is  contact.  Now, 
we  are  not  at  all  disposed  to  deny  the  logical  accuracy  of  the 
objection ;  and,  were  the  question  before  us  one  of  mere  the- 
oretical or  technical  interest,  we  might  be  inclined  to  admit 
its  validity.  But,  when  we  come  to  look  at  it  in  a  practical 
point  of  view,  and  more  especially  to  consider  it  in  reference 
to  measures  of  prophylactic  treatment,  we  shall  at  once  per- 
ceive the  importance  of  distinguishing  such  diseases  as  are 
simply  and  only  contagious,  from  those  which  are  simply  and 
only  infectious.  It  is  surely  unnecessary  to  adduce  examples 
to  prove  the  truth  of  this  remark.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  no 
prudent  mother  would  be  satisfied  with  the  same  precautions 
to  prevent  the  spreading  of  Hooping-cough  in  her  family,  as 
with  those  she  used  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  Ringworm. 
And  need  we  remind  our  readers  how  much  cruel  suffering, 
as  well  as  vexatious  "annoyance  and  extortionate  expense, 
might  be  annually  spaced,  if  the  difference  between  infection 
and  contagion  were  always  recognized  in  the  lazarettos  for 
the  Plague  ? 

The  miseries  that  have  been  so  long,  and  still  are,  inflict- 
ed on  thousands  from  the  almost  universal  and  exclusive 
adoption  of  the  notion  that  the  Plague  is  transmissible  by 
contact  alone,  are  only  to  be  equalled  by  the  ridiculously  ab- 
surd puerilities  of  which  it  has  been  the  prolific  source. 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  infectious  diseases,  wo  must 
call  the  reader's  attention  for  a  few  moments  to  a  circum- 
stance connected  with  them,  which  has  hitherto  been  far  too 
much  overlooked  by  most  writers  on  this  important  theme  of 
medical  inquiry.  It  is  simply  this,:  Whenever  a"  number  of 
human  beings,  even  in  a  state  of  health,  are  cooped  together 
in  a  narrow,  ill-ventilated  space,  the  air  gradually  becomes  so 
contaminated  by  the  effluvia  given  off  from  their  bodies,  that, 
in  the  course  of  a  more  or  less  limited  space  of  time,  Fever 
will  almost  inevitably  make  its  appearance  among  them ;  and 
this  fever,  so  generated,  will  often  be  found  to  exhibit  infec- 
tious properties,  if  the  sick  are  not  removed  to  a  more  whole- 
some and  airy  locality.  Something  of  this  sort  was  observed 
in  the  case  of  most  of  the  twenty-three  survivors  of  that 
dreadful  night,  when  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty  hu- 
man beings  were  shut  up  in  the  Black  Hole  at  Calcutta  We 
have  daily  illustrations  of  the  same  fact,  in  what  takes  place 
on  board  of  troop  and  slave  ships,  in  jails,  crowded  peniten- 
tiaries, and  so  forth. 

If  such,  then,  be  the  case  with  persons  in  health,  can  we 
wonder  that  the  effluvia  from  the  bodies  of  the  sick  must  be 
still  more  poisonous  and  contaminating?  If  any  one  has  a 
doubt  upon  this  score,  let  him  walk  from  the  open  air  into 
the  ward  of  a  hospital,  when  all  the  windows  have  been 
closed  for  a  time ;  a  sense  of  nausea  and  oppression,  accom- 
panied not  unfrequently  with  actual  shivering,  are  often  im- 
mediately experienced. 

Now,  it  is  in  the  way  we  have  just  mentioned  that  various 
maladies,  which  are  certainly  not  primarily  or  essentially  in- 
fectious, are  apt  to  become  so  in  impure  and  badly  ventilated 
situations,  more  especially  when  many  sick  are  crowded  to- 
gether. The  infectiousness  i9  not  a  necessary  quality  of  the 
disease — it  is  an  accessory  "or  contingent  attribute.  Various 
forms  of  low  or  typhoid  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Dysentary,  Angi- 
na, &.c.  may  be  mentioned  as  affording  not  unfrcquent  exam- 
ples of  the  phenomenon  in  question.  The  consideration  of 
this  subject  teaches  us  two  important  lessons.  In  the  first 
placei  it  inculcates  the  imperious  necessity  of  thorough  clean- 
liness and  free  ventilation,  wherever  a  multitude  of  sick  per- 
sons are  congregated  together ;  and  in  the  second,  it  exposes 
the  absurdity  of  the  disputes  which  have  so  often  taken  place 
about  the  infectiousness  or  non-infectiousness  of  several  dis- 


eases. We  shall  have  more  than  one  opportunity  of  revert- 
ing to  this  topic  as  we  proceed. 

What  has  been  observed  in  the  case  of  human  beings, 
holds  equally  true  in  that  of  he  lower  animals.  Disease  is 
always  liable  to  break  out  among  cattle,  when  they  are 
crowded  together  in  close  and  filthy  sheds  or  covers.  Some 
of  the  best  writers  on  veterinary  medicine  have  asserted  that 
the  mere  detention  of  many  horses  together — especially  when 
these  are  of  an  inferior  breed,  and  their  food  is  of  bad  quality 
—in  stables  that  are  foul  and  offensive,  or  on  board  ships,  is 
in  itself  sufficient  to  engender  the  Glanders ;  a  disease  which, 
when  once  developed,  is  not  only  exceedingly  apt  to  spread  to 
other  horses,  but  is  even  liable  to  infect  human  beings. 

III.  We  have  seen  that  some  diseases  are  transmissible 
only  by  direct  contact  with  the  sick,  or  with  a  palpable  virus 
or  poisonous  matter  derived  from  them,  and  others  only  by 
the  atmosphere  becoming  infected  with  the  effluvia  given  off 
either  directly  from  the  bodies  of  the  sick,  or,  it  may  be,  from 
articles  of  dress,  &c.  which  have  become  deeply  impregnated 
with  such  effluvia.  Now  there  are  certain  diseases  that  are 
capable  of  transmission  in  both  of  these  ways.  Small-pox  is, 
as  every  one  knows,  of  this  number;  so  is  Mealies,  accord- 
ing to  the  views  of  many  physicians ;  so  is  Hospital  Gan- 
grene ;  and  so  is  Glanders  in  the  horse.  Wc  might  add  two 
or  three  more  to  the  list — but  they  are  of  more  questionable 
authenticity.  Might  not  the  appelation  of  contagio-infectious 
be  given  to  this  order  of  transmissible  diseases  ?  If  any  more 
appropriate  epithet,  that  will  better  indicate  the  two-fold 
mode  of  transmission,  be  proposed,  we  shall  gladly  make  use 
of  it. 

It  deserves  to  be  noticed  that,  in  all  contagio-infectious 
maladies  that  we  are  well  acquainted  with,  the  simple  con- 
tact of  the  morbid  matter  with  the  uninjured  cutaneous  sur- 
face is  not  sufficient  to  communicate  the  disease ;  the  matter 
must  either  be  inoculated,  or  else  be  applied  to  a  mucou3 
surface,  for  its  contagious  effects  to  be  produced. 

These  few  remarks  on  the  modes  in  which  certain  orders 
of  diseases  are  transmissible  from  one  person  to  another,  we 
earnestly  reeomiriend  to  the  reader's  considerate  attention; 
otherwise  he  might  not  be  able  to  judge  aright  of  some  of 
the  most  important  questions,  connected  with  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  Plague,  to  be  shortly  brought  under  his  notice. 
All  that  we  shall  say  at  the  present  moment  respecting  this 
hitherto  ill-understood  disease  is,  that  it  has  been  declared  by 
one — and  by  far  the  most  numerous — party  to  be  contagious ; 
by  a  second  party,  to  be  infectious  but  not  contagious ;  and, 
by  a  third  party,  to  be  contagio-infectious.  The  solution  of 
this  question  is  the  paramount  object  of  our  inquiries ;  but, 
before  we  proceed  further,  thero  are  two  or  three  other  terms 
that  reqnira  a  brief  explanation. 

Those  diseases  are  called  Endemic  (*v  in,  and  Im/uk  a 
people),  which  are  in  a  great  measure  limited  to  certain  locali- 
ties, and  arc  attributable  to  peculiarities  of  soil  and  atmos- 
phere, or  of  the  food,  habits,  &c.  of  the  people  in  these  locali- 
ties. Ague  is  endemic  in  Lincolnshire  and  other  marshy 
countries;  Remittent  Fevers  and  Dysentery  in  all  tropical 
regions,  near  swamps  and  rivers ;  the  Plague  is  endemic  in 
Egypt,  and  the  Yellow  Fever  on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa; 
Typhus  in  the  filthy  and  crowded  parts  of  all  large  cities ; 
Bronehocele  in  Derbyshire,  and  Cretinism  in  some  of  the 
valleys  of  the  Alps ;  Pellagra  in  Lombardy,  and  Elephantiasis 
in  Barbadoes.  We  might  adduce  many  other  examples ;  but 
these  are  sufficient  to  give  an  idea  of  what  is  meant  by  the 
term  endemic.  "  Indigenous,"  and  "  of  spontaneous  growth 
or  development,"  occasionally  used  in  the  following  pages, 
are  equivalent  expressions. 

.  As  endemic  diseases  are  owing  to  the  operation  of  more 
or  loss  permanently  existing  local  causes,  it  must  be  obvious 
that  it  is  only  by  a  patient  being  withdrawn,  at  a  sufficiently 
early  period,  from  the  sphere  of  such  operation  that  he  can 
rationally  hope  to  be  cured.  If  he  persist  to  remain  in  the 
offending  locality,  his  malady  will  inevitably  be  aggravated. 
Change  of  residence,  therefore,  is  the  sine  qua  non  in  the  suc- 
cessful treatment  of  almost  all  endemic  diseases.  For  the 
same  reason,  if  the  local  causes  themselves  be  gradually  re- 
moved, this  order  of  diseases  ceases  to  be  generated.  Thus 
many  districts,  that  used  to  be  the  seat  of  intermittent  fevers, 
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havo  been  in  course  of  time  rendered  quite  healthy  by  effi- 
cient draining.  Such  has  been  the  case  about  Lambeth  and 
some  parts  of  Westminster — the  neighborhood  of  the  Marsh- 
gate,  for  example.  In  short,  the  prevalence  and  severity  of 
endemic  diseases  are  generally  inversely  proportionate  to  the 
territorial  improvement  of  a  country,  and  to  the  increased 
civilization  and  social  comforts  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  term  "Epidemic"  (»*•<  upon,  and  f»not  a  people)  is 
used  to  designate  those  diseases  which  prevail  for  a  limited 
period,  and  generally  at  particular  seasons,  over  a  wide  ex- 
tent of  country  and  often  attack  a  large  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants at  the  same  time,  then  subsiding  of  their  own  accord 
until  they  entirely  cease  for  the  season.  The  causes  of  the 
appearance  and  disappearance  of  epidemics  are  little,  if  at  all, 
understood.  Some  epidemics  are  of  the  endemic  class  of 
maladies,  such  as  Typhus,  Yellow  Fever,  and  the  plague; 
others  are  not,  but  of  more  universal  development,  such  as 
Small-pox,  Measles,  and  the  other  Exanthemata.  Their  out- 
break  is  often  sudden  and  widely  extended,  spreading  alarm 
and  desolation  around;  they  are  then  called  pestilences. 
A  pestilence  may  be  transmissible ;  but  it  is  not  necessarily 
so.  At  all  ftvents,  its  diffusion  is  obviously  not  dependent 
upon  such  a  slow  and  gradual  process  as  infection  or  conta- 
gion. It  does  not  creep  from  person  to  person  in  its  onward 
course,  but  it  seems  to  travel  on  the  wings  of  the  wind. 
Hence  we  read  in  Scripture  of  "  the  pestilence  that  walketh 
by  noon-day  and  the  arrow  that  flieth  by  night :" — how  beau- 
tiful and  how  true;  it  walketh  by,  day,  but  it  flieth  by  night; 
for  its  attacks  are  then  always  the  most  numerous  and  the 
most  severe.  Every  one  knows  the  fine  description  which 
Homer  has  given  of  the  nine-days'  pestilence  in  the  Grecian 
camp,  when  the  arrows  of  the  angry  God  ts/*&>c 
"gloomy  as  night")  spread  havoc  among  man  and  beast* 

Not  less  expressive  is  the  image  employed  by  the  noble 
poet  in  his  famous  lines'  on  the  destruction  of  the  host  of 
Sennacherib,  when 


An  old  man  in  Persia  said  to  Dr.  Lacheze,  who  was  ques- 
tioning him  about  the  plague,  and  its  mode  of  diffusion,  that 
it  will  often  break  out  in  spite  of  the  most  complete  isola- 
tion ;  "  for,"  added  he,  "  the  disease  may  light  upon  a  house 
as  a  bird  lights  upon  the  branch  of  a  tree."  Most  true ;  we 
know  not  whence  the  secret  foe  cometh ;  it  is  like  the  wind, 
it  bloweth  where  it  listeth. 

The  ancient  physicians  very  properly  confessed  their  ig- 
norance of  the  cause  of  Epidemic  diseases ;  they  recognised 
a  something  mysterious — to  diuv  quid  divinum — in  them 
which  they  could  not  fathom.  All  that  we  can  say  is  that,  in 
some  years  and  seasons,  the  atmosphere  appears  to  become 
charged  with  a  noxious  influence,  causing  or  promoting  the 
diffusion  of  certain  diseases,  which,  in  other  years  and  in  other 
seasons,  are  sporadic,  i.  e.  sparse,  scattered,  or  which  only  oc- 
cur here  and  there.  This  occult  state  of  the  atmosphere  is 
technically  called  an  "  epidemic  or  pestilential  constitution," 
and  the  locality  where  it  prevails  is  said  to  be  an  "  epidemic 
or  pestilential  focus,"  or  a  focus  of  pestilential  infection."  As 
these  terms  occur  frequently  in  the  following  pages,  it  is  ne- 
that  their  meaning  be  well  understood. 
Notwithstanding  that  Epidemic  diseases  are  not,  like  En- 
demic, dependent  for  their  origin  upon  local  causes,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  their  malignancy,  and  perhaps  their 
duration  also,  are  almost  invariably  much  influenced  by  the 
general  salubrity  of  a  place,  and  by  the  condition  and  habits 
of  its  inhabitants.  The  low-lying  districts  of  a  town  or  coun- 
try surfer  worse  than  the  more  airy  and  elevated;  and  we 
need  scarcely  add  that  the  ill-fed  poor,  living  in  filth  and 
wretchedness,  are  always  the  chief  victims.  It  is  under  such 
unfavorable  circumstances  that  all  epidemic  diseases,  whether 
they  be  essentially  and  primarily  infectious  or  not,  invari- 
ably appear  to  be  readily  transmitted  from  one  person  to  an- 
other.   We  shall  afterwards  see  how  difficult  it  is,  on  many 

*  The  late  dreadful  invasion  of  epidemic  Cholera  at  Kurrachee  in  Scinde 
appears  not  to  hare  lasted  more  than  ten  or  twelve  days  •  within  that  short 
space  of  time,  it  swep'  off  upwards  of  8000  human  beings  I  The  disease 
broke  out  at  niffht-  Altogether,  this  invasion  exhibited  the  characters  of 
a  pestilential  visitation  in  as  pure  and  marked  a  degree  as  any  of  which  we 
ever  read.  After  its  murderous  ten  days'  sojourn  at  Kurrachee,  it  is  de- 
scribed 89  travelling  up  along  the  course  of  the  Indus  towards  Hydrabad. 


occasions,  to  come  to  an  accurate  decision  upon  this  point ; 
but  of  one  thing  we  are  pretty  well  assured,  from  the  con- 
curring testimony  of  the  best  observers,  that  the  transmission 
of  a  disease  can  do  but  little  harm  upon  a  great  scale,  unless 
aided  not  only  by  a  pestilential  condition  of  the  air,  but  also 
by  local  causes  of  insalubrity.  It  is  to  the  correction  of  the 
last-named  adjuvants  that  the  attention  of  statesmen  and  legis- 
lators should  be  mainly  directed,  under  the  sober  guidance  of 
enlightened  physicians. 

Epidemic  diseases  are  not  confined  to  the  human  race ; 
they  are  exceedingly  common  among  brutes,  and  are  then 
called  Epizoics  or  Epizootics  (tni  upon,  %a>oi  an  animal;) 
in  common  parlance,  murrains.  Epizoics  often  precede  or 
accompany  the  existence  of  Epidemics  among  man. 

The  vegetable  world  also  is  not  exempt  from  pestilential 
invasions,  too  well  known  as  blights.  The  potatoe- disease, 
so  widely  spread  and  so  destructive  at  the  present  time,  is  in 
all  respects  a  Vegetable  Epidemic.  We  need  scarcely  say 
that  we  are  quite  as  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  this  as  of  most 
other  like  visitations.  Is  it  of  insectile  origin  1  Many  circum- 
stances seem  to  render  this  idea  not  improbable* 

*  Dr.  Grassi,  so  long  resident  in  Egypt  and  other  Eastern  countries, 
and  who  has  had  such  ample  experience  of  the  Plague,  maintains  that  this 
and  indeed  many  other  transmissable  diseases,  are  of  insect  origin ; — 
i  molto probabile  eke  la  cagionc produttrice  di  une  malattia  contagiosa  ennsista 
in  una  specifir.a  sostanza  organizzata.  la  quale  sin  capace  di  mantenersi  it  di 
riprodursi  seconde  le  leggi  cumuni  di  tuui  gli  esseri  dolati  di  vita. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 

We  invite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

TOILET  ARTICLES  &  PERFUMERY, 

Druggists  will  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  as- 
sortment of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing, 
and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one 
instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to 
those  who  have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — 
"  For  the  sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  <fc  J.  Ramsey's  Ke- 
phalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthen- 
ing and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  per- 
fume is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly  for  mauy  years, 
and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now  add  that  of 
one  who  has  used  it  loug  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence."  Manufactured  by 

A.  &,  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

Made  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  New-York, 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept 
by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the 
Complexion  ;  impartiug  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a 
beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  pre- 
parations made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &.c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

22  Dey-street,  New-York. 


A.  B.  &,    D.  S  A  N  DS  , 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW-YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  I  he  Lowest  Market  Trices 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brashes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Lecche* 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgica 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware.  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  an 
Roots, 

GOB-IIVIE  GIL, 

ogetherwith  every  Article  comprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  ora  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

ELIXIR  OF  OPIUM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drug 

It  contains  all  the  vnlualde  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
u,'"ii  which  its  had  elTects  depend.  It  possesses  till  the  seJative,  uuudyise 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  ttc  ire. 
And  heiug  purified  from  all  the  noxious  aud  deleterious  elements,  ilsopera- 

0  it  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  romiting,  no  heailaeh, 

Nor  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  (!eniral  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Diop,  De. 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  oluerOpiate  preparation. 

The  Ehzir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while Morphiue,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  ami  that  in  un  artificial  stale  of 
combination  too.  produce  all  the  eoaraeterlaiie  effects  of  so  Irinimdiant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  its  other  valuable  principle*  are  excluded. 

3.  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  inorechnrncteristic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  And  11  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeteriorntc  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latter  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remrdv,  niay  lie 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainly  of  ..blaming  all  their  saluiary  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  iheir  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  lollnwing  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  importai.t  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  Hie  Elixir  of 
Opium;  aud  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7,1818. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urcent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMu.nn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  inspect  la  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  cd  to  act  like  a  charm  iu  allaying  tho  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  lil  the  habit  ol  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  public  tt»e,  and  I 
know  of  »»  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  cither  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  to  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which'  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
stale  resembling  caialepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  lor  five  hours 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  w  ith  a  complete  suspension  of  seiiMirial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  cause*  ;  hut  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repented,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Klisir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, und  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 

1  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  iliat  it  would 
make  her  worse.  I  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeliug 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  ami  emetic  it  is  invaln- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  iu  use  lot  particular  conditions.       Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.D. 
XT  NOTICE. — A.  B.  &  D.  SANDS  baring  pnrrhased  of  Dr.  McMon-, 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  iu  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  1-41.  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during  that 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  aud  consumer-  that  un  Elixir  of  Opiu.n 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper,  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trude''  must  he  addressed,  a*  hereto- 
fore,  to  A.  B.  &  I).  Sands,  Wholesale  Druggists,  HI  William-street,  comer  of 
Fulton,  New-York.    Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 


AD  VERTI 


SEMENTS. 


PALMER'S  PATENT  ARTIFICIAL  LEGS, 

MANUFACTURED  AT 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.  (No.  5  BURTS  BLOCK,) 
by 

MESSRS.  PAIM3R  &  CO. 

(B.  F.  PALMER,  A.  S.  CURRIER,  AND  E.  D.  HUDSON,  M.  D.) 

Received  the  award  of  the  Prize  Medal  of  the  great  Industrial 
Exhibition  of  all  Nations,  in  London,  as  recommended  by  (the 
Judges)  those  eminent  and  world-renowned  Surgeons,  Sir  Wm. 
Lawrence  and  Mr.  Philip,  of  London,  and  M.  Roux  and  Lal- 
LEMand  of  Paris,  "  as  being  (he  best  artificial  leg  ever  invented;" 
an  American  triumph  over  thirty  different  kinds  of  artificial  limbs 
on  exhibition  from  the  best  artists  in  London,  Paris,  and  various 
other  parts  of  Europe. 

By  the  recommend  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  as  "  Judges "  the  following  awards  have  been 
made  to  this  specimen  of  art  and  surgical  apparatus,  as  the  best 
in  this  country  ;  (to  wit,)  "  For  the  best  artificial  limbs." 

American  Institute,  New- York:  awarded,  Silver  Medal, 
1846:  Gold  Medal,  1847:  Gold  Medal,  1850:  and  renewal  pre- 
mium, 1851. 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia  ;  Scott's  Legacy  Medal 
and  Premium,  S200  ;  and  Silver^Medal,  "  first  premium  "  1849  ; 
"first  premium  renewed,"  1850. 

Mass.  M.  C.  M.  Association,  Boston:  "first  premium" 
Silver  Medal,  1849,  "first  premium  renewed,  1850. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore;  first  premium,  1848:  Gold 
Medal,  1850. 

New-York  State  Agricultural  Society,  Albany  ;  Silver 
Medal,  1849:  ditto  and  Diploma,  1850:  Gold  Medal,  1851,  for 
having  received  the  Prize  Medal,  at  the  Great  Exhibition  of  all 
Nations,  in  London. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous  opinions  given  by 
distinguished  Surgeons  in  this  country  and  in  London  concerning 
this  apparatus,  to  wit : 

"  I  have  examined  carefully,  the  Artificial  Leg,  invented  by 
Mr.  B.  Frank.  Palmer.  Its  construction  is  simple,  and  its  execu- 
tion is  beautiful  ;  and,  what  is  most  important,  those  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for  the  natural  limb,  and  the 
good  fortune  to  possess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility.  Valentine  Mott, 
Professor  of  Surgery,  New-York  University. 

Ntio-York,  Jan.  29th,  1851." 

"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.  in  use,  and  consider  them  superior  to  any 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  W.  Parker,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery,  New-York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
New-York,  Jan.  28(A,  1851." 

"  The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  successful  use  of  the 
Artificial  Leg  manufactured  by  Palmer  &  Co.  Springfield,  gladly 
recommend  them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  the 
lower  extremity,  as  an  ingenious  mechanism,  which  imitates  in 
shape  and  motion  the  living  member  much  more  successfully  than 
would  seem  possible. 

John  C.  Warren,  J.  Mason  Warren, 

Geo.  Hayward,  D.  Humphrey  Storer, 

Jacob  Bigelow,  S.  D.  Townsend, 

Surgeons  and  Physicians,  Mass.  General  Hospital. 
Boston,  June  12th,  1849." 

"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artificial  Leg  invented 
by  Mr  B.  F.  Palmer  and  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the 
strongest  terms. . 

"  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients,  and  with  entire 
satisfaction.  Tiios.  D.  Mutter,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
Philadelphia,  March  21th,  1850." 

"  I  have  examined  carefully  the  Artificial  Leg  invented  by 
Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  its  con- 
struction. I  have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and  have 
reason  to  suppose  it  answers  their  expectations. 

VV.  Gibson,  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Surgery,  University  Penn. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  73d,  1851. 


"  4  Berkley-street,  Berkley-square,  London,  Sept.  30th,  1851. 
"  D.  F.  Palmer,  Esq. , 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  consider  your  Patent 
Artificial  Leg  to  be  the  best  invention  I  have  yet  seen  :  the  most 
useful,  and  the  least  distinguished  from  the  natural  limb. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  very  obt.  servant,    [  10  T 
"  G.  J.  Guthrie, 
"  Late  President,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons." 

"  I  should  prefer  to  say  au  Englishman  makes  the  best  leg, 
but  I  must  say  an  American  has,  and  I  go  for  the  best 

"  Mr.  Skey, 

*'  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and  Dean  of  Anatomy. ' 

N.  B. — B.  F.  Palmer  will  execute  all  orders  out  of  New 
England  and  New-York,  at  his  office,  376  Chestnut-street, 
Philadelphia. 

Agent  in  New-York,  J.  M.  Sanderson,  3  Barclay-street. 

X  O  V  S  S  O  , 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  the 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PUKE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broadway,  250  4th  Avenue,  and 
2  Park  Row. 

CASTL.ETON 

-MEDICAL_COLLEGE. 

There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  in  this 
Institution  ;  the  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  August.  Each  course  will  continue,  four  months, 
uuder  the  direction  of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Ob- 
stetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  Natural 
History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 

of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery. 
William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Couse  of  Lectures,  $50.  For  those  who 
have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  $10 
Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  room,  fuel,  and  lights,  can  be  obtained  in  respectable 
houses  at  from  $1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via  White  Hall,  and  from 
Boston  and  Burlington  via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Castleton,  Vt.  May,  1852. 

NEW  WORK  ON  OPERATIVE  SURGERY. 

Operative  Surgery  Illustrated,  by  R.  U.  Piper,  M.  D.  con- 
taining more  than  nineteen  hundred  Illustrations  of  operations 
and  of  surgical  diseases,  with  explanatory  text,  chiefly  from  the 
works  of  Bourgery,  Velpeau,  Mance,  Scarpa,  Astley  Cooper, 
Liston,  Mutter,  Paucoast,  Mott,  &c.  with  two  hundred  original 
drawings.  This  work  will  also  contain  a  chapter  on  the  use  of 
Ether  in  Surgery,  by  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery 
in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College,  it  being  a  communication 
published  in  the  Records  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  work  will  be  issued  in  a  handsome  12mo.  vol.  and  at  a 
price  that  will  place  it  within  the  reach  of  every  student  and 
practitioner.    Published  by 

TICKNOR,  REED  &  FIELDS. 

Boston. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 


Your  earnest  attention  is  requested  to  a  branch  of  business  intimately 
connected  with  success  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  It  is  well  known 
among  dealers,  and  yet  not  generally  known  by  the  profession  and  the 
public,  that  pure  and  genuine  medicines,  particularly  pure  powdered  drugs, 
from  the  first  quality  of  gums  and  roots,  are  scarcely  procurable  in  this 
country,  and,  therefore,  physicians  often  prescribe  medicines  to  meet 
certain  indications  in  the  disease  of  the  patient,  without  obtaining  the 
desired  and  expected  beneficial  result.  To  enumerate  the  articles  of  adul- 
terated medicines  that  are  daily  sold  in  market,  would  be  to  name  almost 
the  entire  list  of  the  materia  medica.  From  the  finer  and  more  important 
chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  such  as  Morphine,  Quinine, 
Hydriodate  Potass,  Calomel,  Blue  Pill,  &c.  &c.  down  to  the  most  common, 
and  those  of  daily  use,  such  as  Cream  Tartar,  Rhubarb,  Super  Carb.  Soda, 
ice.  the  adulterations  are  so  adroitly  made,  that  even  the  closest  inspec- 
tion without  analyzation,  will  not  detect  them.  Quinine  is  often  found 
largely  adulterated  (in  some  instances  more  than  half;  with  Mannite  and 
other  substances.  Blue  mass  and  Calomel  have  been  found  much  more 
than  half  adulteration.  A  gentleman  at  one  time  connected  with  an 
extensive  manufacturing  establishment,  informed  u3  that,  just  before  he 
left  England,  the  factory  turned  out  more  than  four  thousand  pounds  of 
Blue  Pill,  containing  Barytes,  instead  of  Mercury  ;  and  it  was  all  destined 
for  the  American  market. 

It  seema  to  be  somewhat  dimwit  to  determine  where  the  blame  rests 
for  this  state  of  things.  An  importing  house,  wen  kuuyrn  in  this  city,  was 
accused,  not  long  since,  of  selling  impure  drugs,  and  replying  to  the 
charge,  through  the  New- York  Express  newspaper,  they  say  : 

"The  pretence  that  druggists  who  buy  medicines  of  wholesale  and 
commission  merchants,  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them  at  retail,  are  im- 
posed  upon  or  misled  in  the  purchase  of  inferior  articles,  is  too  unfounded 
to  deserve  any  other  answer  than  can  be  gathered  from  the  very  article 
In  question.  The  price  is  an  infallible  test  of  the  purity  of  all  medicines. 
Our  customers  require,  and  we  consequently  import  and  sell  to  them, 
Blue  mass  at  $1.20  per  pound,  and  a  common  article  at  75  or  80  cents. 

"  We  always  keep  and  furnish  the  best  drugs  to  those  that  will  buy 
them.  For  those  that  require  an  inferior  article,  we  keep  an  inferior  arti- 
cle, which  we  sefi  for,  and  they  buy  as  inferior,  and  at  a  less  price." 

From  this  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  difficulty  was  the  unwillingness 
of  buyers  to  pay  the  price  of  good  drugs.  Buyers,  in  their  turn,  allege 
that  the  consumer,  the  physician,  and  the  apothecary,  will  not  pay  for 
pure  drugs,  and  will  buy  where  cheapness,  not  quality,  is  the  standard. 

While  we  are  not  able  to  say  where  the  blame  Hea,  one  thing  we  have 
determined  on,  and  that  is.  that  it  shall  not  be  upon  us. 

The  importance  of  pure  chemicals  is  felt  by  every  practitioner,  and 
yet  they  are  scarcely  to  be  obtained  in  any  part  of  the  country,  as  they 
•re  excluded  by  the  low  price  of  the  ordinary  article.  Indeed,  several 
chemicals,  of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  have  almost  fallen 
into  disuse,  from  the  simple  fact  of  their  known  impurity  as  furnished  to 
the  profession. 


Extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

PURE  CHEMICALS, 

and  in  the  preparation  And  powdering  of  Drugs,  of  a  quality  in- 
suring to  the  Physician  or  Apothecary  the  full  benefit  of  their 
medicinal  properties  in  all  his  prescriptions,  and  desiring  to  extend 
our  list  of  Pure  Medicines  to  all  articles  of  value  iu  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  we  are  also  manufacturing  Inspissated  and  Hy- 
dro Alcoholic  Extracts,  to  correspond  with  our  other  goods,  and 
In  purity  and  efficacy  not  equalled  by  any  offered  in  this  or  any 
other  market. 

THE  HYDKO  ALCOHOLIC  EXTKACTS 

»re  prepared  by  steam  process,  and  in  a  vacuum,  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  valuable  properties  of  the  plant  are  preserved  unin- 
jured, and  at  the  same  time  a  consistence,  color  and  taste  are 
obtained,  which  are  not  found  among  the  vegetable  extracts  now 
in  common  use,  and  which  are  sufficient  evidence  of  their  supe- 
riority 


Extract  of  Hops, 
"  Jalap, 


Lupuline, 
Nux  Vomica, 
Pinkroot, 
Quassia, 
Rhubarb, 

Sarsaparilla,  Simplex, 
"  Compound, 
Para    "  Alcoholic, 
Hon.  " 
Stramonium. 

"  Seeds, 
English  Valerian, 
Dutch  " 


Among  them  are- 
Extract  of  Belladonna, 
"  Butternut, 
"  Buchu, 
"  Bloodroot, 
"  Conium, 

Seeds, 
"  "  German, 

"  Chamomile, 
"         Colocynth,  Ordinary, 
"  "  Opt. 

"         Dandelion,  Alcoholic, 
"  "  Inspissated, 

*  Digitalis, 
"         Gentian,  Opt. 
"  "  Ordinary, 

"  Hyosciamus, 

It  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  many  plants  which  in  their 
native  conditions  are  possessed  of  very  active  medicinal  properties, 
by  cultivation  lose  their  peculiar  characteristics,  and  become 
nearly  inert.  Some  vegetables  which  belong  to  poisonous  families 
of  plants,  by  cultivation  are  made  innocuous,  and  are  freely  eaten 
as  food,  as  the  Potato,  Parsnip,  Celery,  &c.  &c. 

To  ensure  to  our  extracts,  such  as 

HYOSCIAMUS,  BELLADONNA,  CICUTA,  &.C. 
all  the  active  therapeutical  effects  which  they  should  possess,  we 
take  pains  to  procure  the  herbs  from  which  they  are  prepared, 
from  places  where  they  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  viz.  from 
Germany,  France,  England,  India,  &c.  &c. ;  and  they  are  con- 
sequently much  superior  to  extracts  made  from  the  cultivated 
plants  of  American  growth. 

These  extracts,  together  with  our  Pure  Chemicals  and  Extra 
Powders,  so  favorably  known  throughout  the  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern States,  have  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  various 
Medical  Associations,  and  of  Physicians  and  Apothecaries  where- 
ever  known.  Their  superior  efficacy  in  all  prescriptions  will  be 
at  once  apparent  to  every  one  who  reflects  upon  the  difficulty 
oftentimes  experienced  in  the  administration  of  the  common 
drugs  of  commerce,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  upon  the 
use  cf  inert  remedies. 

Philip  Schicffelin,  Haines  &  Co. 
Druggists  and  Chemists,  107  Water-street,  New- York. 


OUR  CHEIVXICAL  FACTORY 

(known  as  tub  bellemont  laboratory) 
is  under  the  direction  of 

Mr.  JOHN  H.  CURRIE, 

who  ranks  among  the  highest  iu  his  profession  as  a 

PRACTICAL  CHEMIST 


Antimony  Tartrate,  Crystals, 

"  '•  Pulv. 

Ammonia,  Aqua, 

"        Liquor  Fort. 
Amxnoniated  Alcohol, 

"  "  Aromatic, 

Argent  Nitras, 

"       "  Crystals, 
Ferri  Carb.  Precipitated, 
"  "  Pure 

"    Sulphas,  Pure, 
"         "  Exsiccati 
Iodide,  Arsenic, 
«*  Lead, 
"        "  Crystals, 
"  Iron, 

"  Pure, 
Mercury,  Bin  Iodide, 

"        "      "  Crystals, 
"        "  Protoiodide, 
Morphine,  Sulphate, 

Many  of  these  chemicals  differ  in  appearance  from  the  che- 
micals of  commerce,  as  well  as  in  their  valuable  properties,  and 


Morphine,  Acetate, 
Granville's  Lotion, 
Oil  Copaiva, 
Oil  Cubebs, 
Collodion,  1  oz.  vials, 
Precipitated  Chalk, 
Prussic  Acid, 
Potassa  Nitras,  Pure, 
Spirits  Nitri  Dulc, 
Syrup  Iodide  Iron, 
Sulpburet  Potassa, 
Vallet's  Ferruginous  Mass, 
Zinci  Acetas, 
Zinci  Sulphas, 
Zinci  Chloride, 

Chloride  Soda,  de  Labarraque, 
Confection  Roses, 
Confection  Senna, 
Blue  Pill  Mass, 
Ung  Mercurial. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


bear  externally  the  style  of  our  manufacture,  being  in  crystals, 
and  having  the  peculiar  crystalline  characteristic  of  each  article  ; 
while  those  usually  sold  arc  in  the  powdered  state,  in  which  form 
it  is  dirficvsii  to  judge  of  purity. 

Our  crystals  of  the  Iodides  of  Lead  and  Mercury,  and  our 
Sulphate  of  Morphine  more  particularly,  are  much  esteemed  by 
all  who  have  tried  them. 

Our  Soluble  Precipitated  Carb.  Iron,  Nitrate  of  Silver,  Extra 
Blue  Pill  Mass,  hold  the  first  rank  among  choice  chemicals. 

Our  establishment  having  been  in  operation  in  this  city  for 

MORE  THAN  HALF  A  CENTURY, 
gives  us  the  benefit  of  long  experience  in  determining  the  quali- 
ties of  articles,  and  understanding  the  wants  of  those  who  wish 
to  dispense  medicines  of  uniform  strength.  We  wish  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  our  Extra  Powders,  which  are  pulverized 
from  selected  roots  and  gums  of  the  very  best  quality,  and,  wheu 
necessary,  every  piece  is  broken  and  examined  under  our  own 
immediate  supervision,  and  consequently  possess  a  purity  hitherto 
unknown  in  this  country,  and  a  uniformity  of  action  upon  which 
the  physician  may  rely  with  perfect  confidence. 

Powdered  Jalap,  (which  is  so  frequently  found  adulterated  or 
utterly  worthless,)  when  prepared  by  us,  is  from  the  roote  of 
the  true  Mexican  Jalap,  and  not  from  the  spurious  and  inert 
roots  and  tops  of  the  plant,  which  has  been  so  commonly  sold  of 
late  iu  our  principal  seaports.  Our  powdered  Ipecac,  extra,  also, 
will  be  found  much  superior  to  the  usual  article  of  commerce, 
being  made  from  the  true  Brazilian  Ipecacuanha,  and  consisting 
solely  of  the  active  outer  coating  of  the  root,  carefully  separated 
from  the  ligneous  parts,  and  from  all  other  inert  matters.  In  pul- 
verizing Colocynth,  extra,  we  retain  only  the  active  pulp  of  the 
apple,  rejecting  the  seeds,  which  latter  constitute  the  principal 
part  of  the  weight  of  the  fruit,  and  are  nearly  inert.  Powdered 
Rhubarb,  extra,  we  prepare  from  the  best  East  India  Rhubarb, 
which  is  culled  over  with  great  care,  every  root  being  broken 
to  detect  any  unsoundness.  The  powdered  Resin  Guaiac,  extra, 
is  the  pure  Resin  collected  in  tears,  entirely  free  from  the  dross 
and  dirt  usual  to  the  ordinary  Guaiac  of  commerce. 

The  Scammony,  also,  is  powdered  from  an  article  differing  in 
appearance,  and  very  much  superior  to  what  is  usually  sold  for 
Aleppo  Scammony.  Blue  Pill,  bearing  our  label,  will  always 
contain  one-third  part  of  Mercury,  and  our  Hydro-sublimed  Ca- 
lomel will  be  found  to  be  of  superior  and  regular  quality. 

Care  is  taken  to  have  these  "Extra  Medicines"  not  ouly 
pure,  but  of  the  lest  quality  procurable.  When  required,  any  of 
these  articles  can  be  obtained  of  us  in  their  original  state,  as  some 
may  desire  a  superior  article  to  use  unpowdered.  The  life  of  the 
patient,  as  well  as  the  success  and  reputation  of  the  physician 
and  apothecary,  depends  so  much  upon  the  prompt  action  of  the 
medicines  used  in  sickness,  that  we  fee!  every  confidence  that 
any  effort  to  furnish  them  with  pure  and  superioi  drutrs  will  be 
fully  appreciated.  To  preserve  the  preparations  'torn  being  injur- 
ed by  the  air  and  moisture,  they  are  generally  put  up  in  bottles 
and  jars,  containing  one  pound  each,  find  aiso  in  five  and  ten 
pound  canisters.  They  should  be  kept  a?  much  is  possible  from 
the  light. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  prices  of  tlime  superior  articles 
are  necessarily  higher  than  those  of  the  ordinal—  kind,  and  phy- 
sicians and  merchants  at  a  distance,  when  they  wish  this  quality 
sent  them,  are  particularly  requested  to  write  fo/  tha  "  Extra 

Medicines"  of 

Philip  Schieffelin,  Haines  &  Co. 

Druggists  and  Chemists,  New- York. 

In  order  further  to  insure  the  purity  of  our  Powders,  tot 
have  everything  pulverized  under  our  own  inspection,  and  on 


EXTEA  POWDERS. 


the  woody 


Pure, 


Aromatic  Powder,  U.  S.  P. 
Pulv.  African  Pepper, 

"  Allspice, 

"  Aloes,  Cape, 
"      "  Socot, 

"  Assafoetida, 

"  Antimony,  Ref.  Blk.  Sulph. 

"  Angostura  Bark, 

*■  Aniseeds, 

"  Bayberry  Bark, 

"  Belladonna, 

"  Blood  Root, 

"  Bitter  Root, 

"  Black  Root, 

"  Borax, 

"  Buchu, 

"  Caraway  Seeds, 

"  Cnntharides, 
Canella  Alba, 

"  Cardamon,  (Seeds  only,) 

"  Cicuta, 

"  Cranesbill, 

"  Cloves, 

'  fjnnamon,  ordinary, 

Ceylon, 

"  Cohosh,  Black, 

"  C'olumbo, 

11  Colchicuin  Roo 
"         "  Seed, 

"  Colocynth  Pulp, 

"  Cubebs, 

"  Digitalis, 

"  Elecampane, 

"  Ergot, 

"      "     1  oz.  vials, 

"  Ext.  Colocynth,  C'd. 
"      "   Licorice,  Calab. 

"  Fcenugrek  Seed, 

"  Gentian  Root, 

"  Ginger,  Jamaica, 

•'  Golden  Seal, 

"  Guaiac  Resin,  from  Tears, 

"  Gum  Arabic,  Turkey, 

"  Gamboge,  , 

"  Mastich, 

"  Myrrh, 

"  Tragacanth, 

"  Hellebore,  white, 

Bottles  and  Cans  at  Cost. 

When  put  up  in  Vi  and     pound  bottles,  at  10  cents  pee  pound 


Pnlv.  Hyosciamus, 
"   Ipecac,  without 
centre, 

"   Ipecac  and  Opium,  (Dover'< 

Powders,) 
"  Jalap, 
"   Kino,  True, 
"  Lobelia, 
"       "  Seeds, 
"  Mandrake, 
"   Marsh  Rosemary, 
"  Mace, 
"  Mezereon, 
"   Nux  Vomica, 

"  Nutmegs, 
"  Nutiialls, 
"   Opium,  Turkey, 
"    Orange  Peel, 
"    Orris  Root, 
"   Pepper,  Cayenne,  Araer. 
•'        •'  Black, 
*•   Peruvian  Bark,  Loxa, 
Red, 
"  Calisaya, 
Prickly  Ash  Bork, 
r-iuK  Root, 
Pleurisy  Root, 
Rhubarb,  Turkey, 

"       East  India, 
Rhatany  Root, 
Sarsaparilla,  Para, 
Sage, 

Summer  Savory, 
Sweet  Marjoram, 
Sabina, 
Senna,  Alex. 
Seneka  Root, 

Scammony,  Aleppo,  No.  1, 
"  Virgin, 

•'    1  oz.  vials. 
Snakeroot,  Virginia 
Squills, 

Sulphate  Copper, 
"  Iron, 
Potass, 

Uva  Ursi, 
Valerian,  English, 
<fcc.  &.C. 


As  many  of  the  Gums,  &c.  are  of  unusual  purity,  for  instance  Guaiac, 
Aloes,  Assafoetida,  &c.  &c.  they  are  very  liable  to  run  together  and  become 
solid.  Even  the  ordinary  common  gums  of  commerce  are  so  apt  to  run 
together,  that  Drug-grinders  usually  grind  *ith  them  some  woody  sub- 
stance, such  as  Licorice  Root,  Gentian  Root,  &c.  &c.  Some  roots  that 
are  rich  in  resin,  such  as  Rhubarb,  Jalap,  &c.  &c.  are  also  apt  to  agglome- 
rate. The  Extra  Powders  being  perfectly  pure,  and  free  from  all  foreign 
substances,  are  therefore  more  liable  to  become  solid  than  the  common 
qualities,  but  where  they  do  so,  we  will  replace  tfoom  With  others  that  are 
freshly  powdered. 

IE3F"  The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  Cod  Liver  Oil,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  the  oil  in  its  pure  state,  and  such  as  we  can  guarantee 
to  our  customers,  has  induced  us  to  send  an  agent  to  the  fisheries,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  best  article  that  can  be  ofi'ered  in  market  This 
article  will  also  bear  our  label  when  put  up  in  bottles,  and  be  warranted 
pure,  when  ordered  in  bulk. 

The  value  of  this  oil,  as  a  remedial  agent  in  scrofulous  affections  and 
pulmonary  diseases,  is  no  longer  a  question — the  daily  experience  of 
medical  men,  in  its  administration,  only  adds  to  its  reputation.  In  this,  as 
in  all  articles  upon  which  we  place  the  guarantee  of  our  name,  we  wish 
to  be  understood  as  offering,  to  the  purchaser  and  consumer  of  medicine, 
the  best  of  its  kind  that  the  market  can  afford. 

TO  DRUGGISTS.— In  addition  to  the  Extra  Medicines,  toe  also  keep  a 
large  and  well-assorted  stock  of  the  ordinary  Drugs  and  Medicines  of  com- 
merce, carefully  selected,  and  the  best  that  can  be  procured.  Our  Essential 
Oils  and  other  Liquids  we  obtain  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  and  are  sub- 
mitted to  every  knovm  test  for  impurities;  and  toe  avoid  purchasing  any  kind 
oj  Drugs  in  the  powdered  state. 

Our  arrangements  and  facilities  are  such  that  we  can  offer  inducements 
to  dealers,  which  must  influence  all  who  not  only  like  to  have  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  money,  but  at  the  same  time  to  have  goods  that  are  what  they  j-ub- 
poet  to  be,  and  such  as  will  bear  the  strictest  examination  and  anali""- 
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COLLEGE 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS 

OF  THE 

University  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

The  Forty-Sixth  Session  of  the  College  will  be  commenced  on  Monday, 
11th  of  December,  1852,  and  continued  until  March  10th,  1853,  (com- 
mencement day.) 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  President  of  the  Col- 
ege   and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  M.  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHN  TORREY,  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  Professor  of  Botany  and  Chemistry. 

ROBERT  WATTS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

CHANDLER  R.  GILMAN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  DI- 
seases  of  Women  and  Children. 

ALONZO  CLARK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  (in- 
cluding Microscopy.) 

ELI8HA  BARTLETT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  oi  Anatomy. 

FEES.  Matriculation  Fee,  $5 ;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures, 

8105  ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee,  $25  ;  Board,  average 
S3  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New- York  Hospital  daily,  by  the 
Medical  Officers,  (Professor  Smith  being  one  of  them,)  fee  $8  per  annum  ; 
at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  twice  a  week,  without  fee,  (Professors  Parker  and 
Clark  belonging  to  the  Medical  Staff;)  at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  without  fee ; 
and  upwards  of  1000  patients  are  annually  exhibited  to  the  class  in  the 
College  Clinique.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  are  abun- 
dantly furnished  through  the  respective  departments. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  at  the  close  of  the  Session ;  there 
is  also  a  Semi-annual  Examination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September. 
The  pre-rcquisites  for  Graduation  are — 21  years  of  age,  three  years  of 
Study,  including  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures,  the  last  of  which  must  have 
been  attended  in  this  College,  and  the  presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some 
subject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not  interfering  with  it,  a  Course 
of  Lectures  will  be  commenced  on  Monday,  27th  September,  and  continu- 
ed until  the  11th  October. 

The  Course  will  be  free. 

R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 
[  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  > 
67  Crosby-street,  New- York.  > 


NEW-YORK 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New-York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  6th  October,  1852,  and  continue  five 
months. 

Horace  Green,  M.  D.  President  of  the  Faculty,  and  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  H.  Whitaker,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and" 
Surgical  Anatomy. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
rapeutics. 

B.  Fordvce  Barker,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children. 

R.  Oqden  Doremus,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of 
Surgery  with  Surgical  Pathology. 

Edmund  R.  Peaslee,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 
Microscopy. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Wednesday  22nd 
of  September,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will 
be  free  to  all  Medical  Students.  * 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  exten- 
sive Museum  fully  representing  external  and  internal  pathology,  together 
with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New- York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass 
those  of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  New- York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as 
well  as  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the 
city.  A  Surgical  and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  be  held 
weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  sub- 
jects for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 

Fees.— Matriculation,  $5.  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5.  The  full  course 
$105.   For  the  final  examination,  $30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practise 
his  profession  In  any  part  of  the  State  without  being  subject  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  examinations  from  Medical  Societies. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS, 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

New-York  Medical  College,  J 
East  Thirteenth-st.  near  Broadway.  j 
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PALMER'S  PATENT  ARTIFICIAL  LEGS, 

MANUFACTURED  AT 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.  (No.  5  BURTS  BLOCK,) 

BY 

IVZESSRS.  PALMER  dl  CO. 

(B.  F.  PALMER,  A.  S.  CURRIER,  AND  E.  D.  HUDSON,  M.  D.) 

Received  the  award  of  the  Prize  Medal  of  the  great  Industrial 
Exhibition  of  all  Nations,  in  London,  as  recommended  by  (the 
Judges)  those  eminent  and  world-renowned  Surgeons,  Sin  W'm. 
Lawrence  and  Mr  Philip,  of  London,  and  M.  Roux  and  Lal- 
lemand  of  Paris,  "  as  being  the  best  artificial  leg  ever  invented;" 
an  American  triumph  over  thirty  different  kinds  of  artificial  limbs 
on  exhibition  from  the  best  artists  in  London,  Paris,  and  various 
other  parts  of  Europe. 

By  the  recommend  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  as  "  Judges "  the  following  awards  have  been 
made  to  this  specimen  of  art  and  surgical  apparatus,  as  the  best 
in  this  country  ;  (to  wit,)  "  For  the  best  artificial  limbs." 

American  Institute,  New- York:  awarded,  Silver  Medal, 
1846:  Gold  Medal,  1847  :  Gold  Medal,  1650  :  and  renewal  pre- 
mium, 1851. 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia  ;  Scott's  Legacy  Medal 
and  Premium,  $200  ;  and  Sdver  Medal,  "  first  premium"  1849  ; 
"first  premium  renewed,"  1850. 

Mass.  M.  C.  M.  Association,  Boston  :  "  first  premium " 
Silver  Medal,  1849,  "  first  premium  renewed,  1850. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore;  first  premium,  1843:  Gold 
Medal,  1850. 

New-York  State  Agricultural  Society,  Albany  ;  Silver 
Medal,  1849:  ditto  and  Diploma,  1850:  Gold  Medal,  1851,  for 
having  received  the  Prize  Medal,  at  the  Great  Exhibition  of  all 
Nations,  in  London. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous  opinions  given  by 
distinguished  Surgeons  in  this  country  and  in  London  concerning 
this  apparatus,  to  wit : 

"  I  have  examined  carefully,  the  Artificial  Leg,  invented  by 
Mr.  B.  Frank.  Palmer.  Its  construction  is  simple,  and  its  execu- 
tion is  beautiful  ;  ami,  what  is  most  important,  those  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for  the  natural  limb,  and  the 
good  fortune  to  possess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  iu  comfort  and  utility.       Valentine  Mott, 


"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.  in  use,  and  consider  them  superior  to  any 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  W.  Parker,  M.  D. 


"  The  uudersigued  having  witnessed  the  successful  use  of  the 
Artificial  Leg  manufactured  by  Palmer  &  Co.  Springfield,  gladly 
recommend  them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  the 
lower  extremity,  as  an  ingenious  mechanism,  which  imitates  in 
shape  and  motion  the  living  member  much  more  successfully  than 
would  seem  possible. 


John  C.  Warren, 
Geo.  Hayward, 
Jacob  Bigelow, 

Surgeons  and 
Boston,  June  12*A,  1849." 


J.  Mason  Warren, 
D   Humphrey  Stoker, 

S.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Physicians,  Mass.  General  Hospital. 


"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artificial  Leg  invented 
by  Mr  B.  F.  Palmer  and  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the 
strongest  terms. 

"  It  has  beeu  used  by  several  of  my  patients,  and  with  entire 
satisfaction.  Tnos.  D.  Mutter,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jeflerson  Medical  College. 
Philadelphia,  March  27iA,  1850." 

"  I  have  examined  carefully  the  Artificial  Leg  invented  by 
Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  its  con- 
struction. I  have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and  have 
reason  to  suppose  it  answers  their  expectations. 

W.  Gibson,  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Surgery,  University  Penn. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  23d,  1851. 


"  4  Berkley-street,  Berkley-square,  London,  Sept.  30:A,  1851. 
"  D.  F.  Palmer,  Esq. 

"'  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  consider  your  Patent 
Artificial  Leg  to  be  the  best  invention  I  have  yet  seen  :  the  most 
useful,  and  the  least  distinguished  from  the  natural  limb. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  very  obt.  servant, 

"  G.  J.  Guthrib, 
•'  Late  President,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons." 

"  I  should  prefer  to  say  an  Englishman  makes  the  best  leg, 
but  I  must  say  an  American  has,  and  1  go  for  the  best 

"  Mr.  Skey, 

"  Surgeon  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and  Dean  of  Anatomy. " 

N.  B. — B.  F.  Palmer  will  execute  all  orders  out  of  New 
England  and  New-York,  at  his  office,  376  Chestnut-street, 
Philadelphia. 

Agent  iu  New- York.  J.  M.  Sanderson,  3  Barclay-street. 

X  O  U  S  S  O  , 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLUC  &.  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  the 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PURE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broadway,  250  4th  Avenue,  and 

2  Park  Row. 

CASTXETOiV 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  in  this 
Institution  ;  the  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  August.  Each  course  will  continue  four  months, 
under  the  direction  of  the  following  faculty. 

|       Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Ob- 

|  stetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  Natural 
History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
|  of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery. 
William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Couse  of  Lectures,  $50.  For  those  who 
have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  $10- 
Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  room,  fuel,  and  lights,  can  be  obtained  in  respectable 
houses  at  from  $1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via  White  Hall,  and  from 
Boston  and  Burlington  via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Castleton,  Vt.  May,  1852. 

NEW  WORK  ON  OPERATIVE  SURGERY. 

Operative  Surgery  Illustrated,  by  R.  U.  Piper,  M.  D.  con" 
tabling  more  than  nineteen  hundred  Illustrations  of  operations 
and  of  surgical  diseases,  with  explanatory  text,  chiefly  from  the 
works  of  Bourgery,  Velpeau,  Mance,  Scarpa,  Astley  Cooper, 
Liston,  Mutter,  Pancoast,  Mott,  &c.  with  two  hundred  original 
drawings.  This  work  will  also  contain  a  chapter  on  the  use  of 
Ether  iu  Surgery,  by  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery 
in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College,  it  being  a  communication 
published  in  the  Records  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  work  will  be  issued  iu  a  handsome  12mo.  vol.  and  at  a 
price  that  will  place  it  within  the  reach  of  every  student  aud 
practitioner.    Published  by 

TICKNOR,  REED  &  FIELDS. 
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TO  DRUGGISTS. 


We  invito  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

TOILET  ARTICLES  &  PERFUMERY. 

Druggists  will  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  as- 
sortment of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing, 
and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  auy  one 
instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to 
those  who  have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — 
"  For  the  sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Ke- 
phalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthen- 
ing and  beautifying  the  Hair,  aud  promoting  its  growth.  Its  per- 
fume is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly  for  many  years, 
and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now  add  that  of 
one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  rea] 
excellence."  Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

Made  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  New- York, 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept 
by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the 
Complexion ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a 
beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  pre- 
parations made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  ice. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

22  Dey-street,  New-York. 
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POLICIES  INDISPUTABLE, 

EXCEPT  ON  THE  GROUND  OF  FRAUD. 


MED  STATES  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 

IN  THE  CITY"  OF  NEW- YORK. 
OFFICE,   Wo.    27  WALL-STREET. 

PAID  UP  CASH  CAPITAL,  $100,000, 


IN  ADDITION    TO    THE    ACCUMULATED  PREMIUMS. 


connected 


This  Company  makes  every  insurance  appertaining  to 
with  Life  Risks. 

Persons  insuring  on  the  mutual  principle,  for  three  successive  years, 
receive  four-fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  mutual  department,  nnd  four- 
lifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  business  transacted  on  the  joint-stock 
principle. 

Tables  are  framed  for  Insurances  in  different  forms,  Annuities  and 
Endowments,  so  as  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  all. 


DIRECTORS. 


FREDERICK  SHELDON, 
JOSIAH  RICH, 
JAMES  SUYDAM, 
JAMES  MARSH, 
THOMAS  C.  DOREMUS, 
ISAAC  A.  STORM, 
JAMES  S.  POLHEMUS, 
LUTHER  BRADISH, 
CHARLES  M.  CONNOLLY, 
B.  F.  WHEELWRIGHT, 
WILSON  G.  HUNT, 
D.  H.  ARNOLD, 
JOHN  A.  LUQUEER, 
W.  R.  VERMILYE, 
WILLIAM  TUCKER, 


.  EADIE,  Jb.  SETBKrAHY. 
JOHN  W.  SCOTT   M  D 


JOHN  J.  CISCO, 
CHARLES  E.  E1LL, 
EDWARD  S.  CLARK, 
P.  C.  VAN  SCHAICK, 
ISAAC  N.  PHELPS, 
FRANCIS  T.  LUQUEER, 
BENJ.  R.  WINTHROP, 
JOHN  J.  PHELPS, 
WM.  T.  WHITTEMORE, 
SHEPHERD  KNAPP, 
GERARD  STUYVESANT, 
CLINTON  GILBERT, 
WILLIAM  B.  BOLLES, 
JACOB  HAR8EN, 
ELISHA  R1GGS. 
FREDERICK  SHELDON,  Pbesident. 
JOHN  A.  ©STEWART,  Actuary. 


Medical  Examiner, 

Residence  88  Ninth-street 
At  the  officii «.  I  tho  Company  daily,  from  1  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

fi.  P.  CAMMANN,  M.  D.  Consulting  Physician. 
EDGAR  S.  VANWINKLE,  Counsel. 
Prospectuses  Containing  very  full  tables,  forms  of  proposals,  and  every 
other  information  will  be  forwarded  on  application  at  the  office  of  the 
Company, 


■io.  27  WALL-STREET,  NEW-YORK. 


WITHOUT   SMELL  OR 


TASTE 


Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  <fc  Co.  have  tho  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  thebeansin  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection. Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea- 
sant to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
pearance, it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se' 
veral  of  the  new  and  valuable  remedies  recently  announced  of  which  wo 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz. : — The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm ;  Hydroferro  Cyanate  of  Potash  and  Urea  j  the  new  Febrifuge ; 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  lron,&c.  &c. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Eroadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business. 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 
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Professional  Advertisements  will  be  inserted 
at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

Single  insertion,  for  a  column,  $5. 

"       "        12  lines  or  less,  Si. 
Annual  advertisers,  for  a  column,  $10  per  quarter. 

"  "        12  lines  or  less,  $5.    "  " 

Smnller  advertisements  in  proportion. 
Medical  Colleges,  Lectures,  &e.  will  be  charged  at 
the  annual  rates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inser- 
tions, whether  more  or  less  than  a  quarter. 

Subscription'. — The  price  of  this  journal  is  §1  per 
annum,  which  must  be  paid  in  advance.  Double  num- 
bers, 12  J  cents.    Extra  copies,  $10  per  hundred. 


TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

This  being  a  Double  number,  our  next  issue  will  be 
on  the  15th  of  August. 


Third  Year. 

The  present  double  number  is  the  commencement 
of  the  third  gear,  and  for  this  many  of  our  subscribers 
have  paid  in  advance,  for  which  promptitude  they  have 
our  thanks.  If  all  who  mean  to  sustain  the  Gazette 
will  do  likewise,  by  enclosing  one  dollar  through  the 
Post  Office  to  the  editor,  without  delay,  we  shall  esteem 
it  a  favor. 

The  present  volume  will  be  completed  by  monthly 
numbers  equivalent  in  size  to  the  present,  and  will  close 
in  December,  when  a  new  volume  will  commence  and 
the  paper  be  enlarged  without  much  increase  of  price. 
But  payment  in  advance  is  indispensable  to  sustain  the 
lublication  at  so  low  a  rate. 

New  subscribers  can  still  be  supplied  with,  the  back 
numbers  from  the  beginning.  Two  volumes  bound  and 
lettered,  may  be  had  by  enclosing  three  dollars. 

Agents  are  allowed  25  per  cent,  on  all  subscrip- 
tions, which  they  may  retain  when  remitting  the  money 
by  mail ;  and  at  our  risk,  if  post  paid. 


Notice. 

A  number  of  communications,  notices  of  new  books, 
fee.  are  necessarily  excluded  to  make  room  for  the 
,-aried  contents  of  the  present  number,  a  part  of  which 
las  been  too  long  delayed. 

We  invite  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  Professor 
}arnochan's  clinical  lectures  on  Lithotomy,  the  third  of 
vhich  enriches  the  present  number.  They  will  be 
ound  to  be  plainer,  more  practical  and  complete,  and 


utilitarian  in  a  higher  degree,  than  any  other  extant 
lectures  on  this  intricate  subject.  We  are  glad  to  learn 
from  various  sources,  that  this  estimate  of  these  lectures 
is  generally  entertained,  and  hence  the  demand  for  the 
numbers  containing  them. 

Dr.  Haas's  paper  on  Physiology  is  commenced  in 
the  present  number.  Its  novel  views  entitle  it  to  be 
read,  notwithstanding  its  length. 

Dr.  Bowen's  paper  on  the  Diagnosis  of  Typhus 
Fever  is  discriminating,  and  practical  men  will  know 
how  to  value  the  suggestions  of  one,  whose  connection 
with  the  great  Emigrants'  Hospital  gives  him  unsur- 
passed opportunities  for  observation. 

Dr.  Dewees's  communication  on  endermoid  medica- 
tion will  be  read  with  interest,  and  is  to  be  followed  by 
others  on  kindred  topics. 


RECEIPTS  for  3rd  Vol.  not  otherwise  acknowledged— Drs.  Sims, 
Stotesbury,  D.  Mitchell,  Bennet,  Storer,  Lattimore,  J.  R.  Smith,  J.  Neilson, 
O.  White,  Roosevelt,  E.  Fowler,  Coons  2,  Ilolbrook,  Bailey,  Shanks, 
Hudson,  Durbrow,  Gamble. 


Another   College  Circular. 

The  Faculty  of  the  University  School  have  been 
again  flooding  the  Post  Office  with  Circulars  sent 
abroad,  but  scrupulously  guarded  that  not  a  stray  one 
should  be  accessible  in  New- York.  A  friend  in  the  far 
West,  who  has  received  it  by  mail,  has  enclosed  it  to 
us  for  inspection  and  analysis.  Our  columns  are  too 
much  crowded  at  present  for  any  extended  notice. 

It  must  suffice  to  indicate  a  few  of  the  features  in 
which  it  differs  from  the  former  one  a  few  weeks  since, 
to  which  we  referred  at  the  time. 

First — In  announcing  the  "  Faculty  of  Medicine," 
not  a  word  is  said  of  the  batch  of  "  non-governing  pro- 
fessors," whose  names  were  paraded  as  a  caudate  ap- 
pendage in  the  previous  circular.  Their  names  are 
incidentally  mentioned  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  Cir- 
cular, all  except  Professor  Lee,  who  seems  to  have 
been  overlooked  entirely. 

Second — In  referring  to  the  summer  course,  we 
observe,  though  the  college  is  to  be  "  kept  open  all 
summer"  as  a  recruiting  office,  yet  not  a  word  is  said 
about  that  thirlg  dollar  fee !  so  that  the  inference  is 
authorized  that  the  $300  salary  for  each  of  the  "  bob- 
tails "  is  to  be  raised  in  some  other  way,  as  this  device 
failed  to  take,  even  with  the  flats. 

Third — We  perceive  that  the  indecent  exposures  of 
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female  patients  at  that  Obstetric  Clinique,  are  no  longer 
boasted  of,  as  in  the  former  circular ;  these  Model  Ar- 
tiste exhibitions  having  been  suppressed,  probably  in 
deference  to  the  Grand  Jury,  whose  attention  has  been 
invited  to  the  nuisance. 

Fourth — Students  are  notified  that  the  "  examina- 
tions for  degrees  are  conducted  in  private  by  the  Pro- 
fessors individually!"  The  characteristic  contempt  to 
the  profession  every  where,  as  well  in  the  State  as  in 
the  National  Society,  as  shown  in  thus  holding  out  a 
bait  to  superficial  students,  is  direct  and  palpable.  In 
both  our  other  colleges  here,  disinterested  Censors 
attend  the  examinations  as  witnesses  and  umpires,  and 
this  as  representatives  of  the  profession.  The  policy  of 
notifying  students,  that  in  this  school  there  will  be 
greater  facilities  for  obtaining  degrees  is  transparent, 
and  the  profession  will  know  how  to  estimate  it.  The 
legislature  should  be  invokod  to  correct  this  outrage 
upon  the  rights  of  the  profession,  unless  the  Council  of 
the  University  shall  refuse  to  confer  degrees,  until 
some  regard  be  paid  by  the  Faculty  to  the  expressed 
will  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

We  shall  take  occasion  to  refer  to  this  subject  again. 

Doctors  Differ. 

Dr.  Cock,  in  his  inaugural,  denominates  the  New- 
York  Academy  of  Medicine,  '•'  the  acknowledged  organ 
of  the  medical  mind  of  this  city,"  truly  regarding  that 
body  as  representing  the  profession. 

Dr.  Draper  says,  that  the  University  School,  of 
whose  Faculty  he  is  the  President,  "  does  not  recognize 
the  Academy"  at  all ;  and  this  while  a  majority  of  his 
"  governing  and  non-governing  professors  "  continue  to 
be  members  of  it. 

It  is  the  "resolution"  of  the  Academy,  to  insist  on 
Dr.  Draper's  college,  conforming  to  professional  ethics, 
in  conducting  their  cliniques,  which  has  so  disturbed 
the  equanimity  of  the  worthy  President.  We  perceive 
that  he  has  withdrawn  that  advertisement  from  the  Sun 
and  Herald,  and  found  it  convenient  to  suppress  the 
"  cards "  headed  "  To  the  sick  poor  !  "  which  proves 
that  notwithstanding  his  repudiation,  somebody  has 
found  it  convenient  to  "  recognize  the  Academy." 
"  No  man  e'er  felt  the  halter  draw, 
"  With  a  good  opinion  of  the  law." 

We  do  not  despair  of  bye-and-bye  reforming  the 
other  quackeries  of  this  college,  by  our  operation  of 
Paracentesis,  a  necessary  and  salutary  measure,  which 
is  kindly  meant  to  relieve  the  concern  of  all  its  Gas,  and 
the  Munchausenisms,  which  have  heretofore  been  the 
bane  of  its  success. 

Health  of  New- York. 

The  City  Inspector  has  officially  issued  a  Card,  no- 
tifying the  public  that  the  Hon.  Common  Council  have 
deprived  him  of  the  Health  Wardens,  who  as  subordi- 
nate officers  in  his  department  have  heretofore  been 
employed  in  removing  nuisances  and  other  sources  of 
disease  in  the  several  wards  of  the  city.    He  most 


lugubriously  laments  the  loss  of  these  his  helpers  at 
I  this  critical  season  of  the  year,  and  calls  upon  all  good 
citizens  to  cleanse  and  purify  their  own  premises,  in- 
stead of  relying  upon  him  and  his  health  wardens  ; 
strongly  intimating  that  without  the  vigilance  of  this 
private  health  police,  every  man  for  himself,  there  can 
be  no  protection  for  the  health  of  the  city.  He  thus 
washes  his  hands  of  all  responsibility  for  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  city,  and  seeks  to  awaken  public  indig- 
nation against  the  Common  Council  for  crippling  the 
energies  of  his  bureau,  or  the  department  of  which  he 
is  the  head. 

With  the  political  aspects  of  this  question  we  have 
nothing  to  do,  but  this  Card  of  the  City  Inspector 
strikes  us  as  affording  the  best  possible  evidence  that 
he  is  utterly  unfit  for  the  important  place  he  fills,  else 
he  would  not  have  become  an  alarmist  on  so  slender 
grounds.  The  Charter  gives  to  the  City  Inspector 
ample  powers  and  unrestricted  authority  to  employ  as 
many  men  as  he  chooses,  and  expend  whatever  amount 
may  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
health,  in  any  possible  or  contingent  emergency.  To 
whine,  therefore,  because  of  the  loss  of  political  patron- 
age, and  a  handful  of  worthless  subordinates,  is  simply 
ludicrous. 

If  he  fail  to  cause  the  removal  of  any  nuisance  en- 
dangering the  public  health,  it  is  not  for  want  of  these 
Health  Wardens,  but  for  want  of  the  capacity  and  in- 
dustry demanded  in  the  Department.  Let  him  no 
longer  lounge  about  his  office  in  the  City  Hall,  sur- 
rounded by  his  clerks,  but  bestir  himself  personally  in 
looking  after  the  accumulated  filth  to  be  found  all  over 
the  city,  waiting  to  generate  pestilence  in  July  and 
August,  when  the  summer  sun  shall  be  upon  us.  He 
will  be  better  employed  than  in  issuing  manifestoes 
calculated  to  create  a  panic,  and  injure  the  commerce 
of  the  city. 

Happily  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  thus 
far  in  the  season  has  been  favorable,  and  a  better  state 
of  health  prevails  than  ordinary  in  our  city  ;  and  this, 
strange  to  say,  without  either  the  City  Inspector  or  his 
Wardens.  As  neither  of  them  are  medical  men,  we 
judge  we  are  better  off  without  them  than  with  them. 


City  Inspector's   Report   for  1851. 

The  mortality  of  the  city  for  the  year  1851  appears 
to  have  been  22,024,  which  is  an  increase  on  that  of 
the  previous  year  of  5,046  !  which  must  be  regarded 
as  appalling,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  30  per  cent.  ! 
on  the  aggregate  deaths  of  the  previous  year. 

A  very  feeble  attempt  is  made  to  show  that  this 
higher  rate  of  mortality  is  apparent  only  and  not  actual, 
since  in  the  Report  for  the  previous  year  1850,  it  is 
seen  that  the  ratio  of  deaths,  as  compared  to  the  popu- 
lation, was  "  greater  during  that  year  than  during  any 
former  year  since  1805."  With  what  propriety  then  is 
it  now  said,  that  "  a  year  of  light  mortality  succeeds  a 
heavy  one  of  pestilence,"  when  the  ratio  was  greater  in 
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1850  than  in  1849,  or  even  1832  and  1834  when  Cho- 
lera prevailed  epidemically,  as  it  did  in  the  three  years 
hist  named,  and  not  as  erroneously  stated  in  the  Re- 
port, in  "  two  only." 

The  statistics  of  this  Report  demonstrate  a  sad  con- 
dition of  things  in  the  several  Hospitals,  in  every  one 
of  which  there  has  been  a  frightful  increase  of  mor- 
tality over  that  of  last  year,  the  aggregate  increase 
being  nearly  seventy-five  per  cent.!  and  30  per  cent, 
beyond  that  of  1847  when  Ship  Fever  raged,  or  1849 
when  Cholera  prevailed.  Surely  there  must  be  a  cause 
not  named  in  this  Report. 

At  the  Emigrants'  Hospital  on  Ward's  Island,  the 
deaths  number  1589  !  which  is  nearly  one-fourteenth  of 
the  whole  mortality  of  the  city.  The  reports  we  have 
seen  show  very  clearly  that  it  is  not  in  the  Surgical 
department,  but  on  the  medical  side  of  the  Hospital, 
that  we  are  to  look  for  this  amazing  mortality,  and 
chiefly  in  the  Obstetrical  wards.  It  is  said  that  nearly 
half  the  children  born  on  the  Island  have  died  within 
the  first  few  months,  and  if  this  be  the  fact  there  must 
be  something  radically  defective  in  the  management, 
either  medical  or  hygienic,  or  both.  Some  inquiry  and 
explanation  should  be  called  for  by  the  Commissioners, 
especially  as  to  the  ratio  of  deaths  among  the  children, 
which  is  certainly  unparallelled  and  appalling.  But 
reform  of  some  kind  seems  to  be  imperatively  called  for 
as  the  dictate  of  humanity. 

No  less  than  624  died  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  beside 
the  172  reported  from  the  Alms  House,  whither  the 
incurables  are  sent  to  diminish  the  mortality  at  Belle- 
vue;  since,  until  1850,  this  ingenious  device,  so  inge- 
niously suppressed  in  the  Reports  of  the  Medical  Board 
and  Governors,  had  not  been  allowed,  and  all  these  in- 
curables were  included  in  the  mortality  at  Bellevue, 
and  constituted  the  largest  item  in  the  returns.  The 
mortality  there  for  1851,  will  be  found  to  exceed  any 
ratio  of  any  former  year  during  the  worst  administra- 
tion of  its  affairs,  if  the  comparison  be  made  in  view  of 
the  facts  of  the  case.  If  this  be  denied  in  any  quarter, 
the  proofs  will  be  forthcoming.  And  yet  the  health  of 
the  city  during  the  year  has  never  been  better,  nor  has 
any  unusual  epidemic  prevailed. 

Of  the  causes  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths,  including  that  reported  from  the  Hospitals,  we 
shall  take  occasion  to  speak  in  another  article.  We 
put  these  statistics  on  record  for  future  reference,  and 
will  only  add,  that  if  the  City  Inspector  were,  as  he 
ought  to  be  by  law,  a  thoroughly  qualified  medical 
man,  he  would  be  competent  to  make  Reports,  which 
would  serve  to  throw  light  upon  the  causes  of  the  de- 
terioration of  the  public  health,  which  would  serve  both 
science  and  humanity. 

New- York  Medical  Times. 

This  monthly  still  bears  on  its  front  the  name  of 
Dr.  Adams  as  editor  and  proprietor.  His  frail  health 
has,  however,  rendered  it  necessary  to  transfer  its  con- 
duct to  Dr.  Bulkley,  who  is  understood  to  have  asso- 


ciated with  him  Drs.  Van  Buren  and  Metcalf,  so  that 
its  bias  to  certain  cliques  will  be  apparent,  the  trio 
being  sub-professors  in  the  14th-street  school.  The 
last  number  is,  however,  an  improvement  on  the  former, 
and  contains  reports  of  cases  by  Drs.  Buck,  Stone,  and 
Bolton,  which  are  worth  reading ;  and  also  reports  of 
proceedings  at  the  Academy,  the  Pathological  Society, 
and  the  New- York  Medical  Association.  The  9th  in 
the  series  of  Ricord's  Letters  on  Syphilis  is  here,  with 
the  usual  variety  of  other  matter. 

As  it  regards  our  critique  in  the  last  number  on 
"  Dr.  Metcalfe's  case  of  tubercle  and  pneumonia,"  we 
owe  it  to  Dr.  Rochester  to  place  him  rectus  in  curia. 
His  name  as  "  Reporter"  was  appended  by  Dr.  Metcalf 
to  that  old  case  for  publication,  without  his  knowledge, 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  hiding  the  blushes  of  Dr. 
Metcalf,  while  publishing  his  own  case  under  cover. 
Nor  would  he  have  allowed  the  title  "House  Physi- 
cian" to  have  been  used,  had  he  known  that  such 
liberty  was  to  be  taken  with  his  name,  for  the  reason 
that  it  was  a  fiction.  We  advise  that  the  Professor  of 
Physical  Diagnosis  get  some  other  protege,  now  that 
Dr.  K.  is  no  more,  and  Dr.  Rochester  will  not  stand 
god-father  to  his  ancient  lucubrations.  The  reporter  of 
his  "  governing  professor,"  Dr.  Bedford,  to  the  Northern 
Lancet,  would  suit  him  exactly. 


Duelling. 

We  see  it  announced  that  a  physician  in  the  South  is 
under  arrest  for  shooting  another  in  a  duel.  This  re- 
minds us  of  a  friend  of  ours,  a  medical  man  of- this  city, 
who  not  long  since  received  a  challenge  to  mortal  com- 
bat by  the  hands  of  a  second,  which  was  delivered  in 
person.  The  doctor  after  reading  the  missive,  quietly 
said  to  the  bearer,  "  Sir,  please  tell  your  friend  to  repair 
forthwith  to  Hoboken,  and  shoot  away  until  I  come." 
Whether  the  second  and  his  principal  proceeded  thither, 
the  Doctor  neither  knows  nor  cares,  but  if  they  did,  they 
may  be  shooting  there  yet !  for  our  friend's  equanimity 
has  never  been  disturbed,  nor  has  he  crossed  the  river 
since.  This  example  we  commend  to  our  fraternity  as 
worthy  of  imitation. 

Medical  Faculty  or  the  University  of  Michigan. 

The  medical  class  of  1851-52,  in  attendance  upon 
the  late  course  of  lectures,  have  complimented  their 
Professors,  by  enlisting  the  services  of  Sartain  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  a  truly  splendid  engraving  of  a  group  of 
portraits,  including  Professors  Pitcher,  Denton,  Douglas, 
Sager,  Gunn,  and  Allen.  We  have  not  the  pleasure  to 
know  all  the  gentlemen,  but  a  Phrenologist  at  our  elbow, 
pronounces  each  of  the  Faculty  here  represented,  to  give 
indications  of  a  superior  order  of  intellect,  and  capacity 
to  achieve  victories  in  any  department  of  education. 
They  are  certainly  fine  looking  men,  by  Physiognomical 
rules,  and  we  congratulate  them  on  receiving  this  testi- 
monial to  their  merits,  which  is  admirably  engraved, 
and  is  highly  creditable  to  their  pupils,  who  have  adopt- 
ed this  delicate  method  of  testifying  their  respect. 


THE  NEW-YORK 


New-York  State  Medical  Society. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  this  body  was  held  in 
the  Hall  of  the  Crosby-street  College,  on  Tuesday,  29th 
June.  Professor  Clark  presided,  and  read  the  usual 
address,  which  was  an  able  and  judicious  performance. 
As  it  will  no  doubt  be  published,  we  refrain  from  any 
comment  till  it  appears.  Dr.  Cock  was  appointed  Se- 
cretary, pro  tern. 

Invitations  were  then  read,  inviting  the  Society  to 
visit  our  various  public  institutions,  and  proffering  pri- 
vate hospitality  at  the  residences  of  Drs.  Cheesman, 
Mott,  and  Stevens,  all  of  which  were  accepted. 

By  a  liberal  usage  of  this  Society,  all  the  physicians 
present  were  made  honorary  members  of  the  State 
Society  for  the  present  session,  and  privileged  to  take 
part  in  its  deliberations. 

The  attendance  was  large,  and  the  meetings  for  bu- 
siness, as  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  were  highly  in- 
teresting. 

Dr.  Tuthill  read  a  paper  on  the  Statistics  of  Births, 
Marriages,  and  Deaths,  which  merits  high  commenda- 
tion, for  its  tborough  analysis  of  the  objections  made  to 
the  law,  and  their  refutation. 

Professor  Lee  followed  on  the  causes  of  the  circula- 
tion of  fluids  in  vegetables  and  animals. 

Dr.  Swett,  on  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys,  was 
the  next  paper,  and  was  followed  with  remarks  by 
Professor  Clark,  and  illustrations  with  his  powerful 
miscroscopes,  during  a  recess. 

A  discussion  on  the  varied  forms  of  Quackery  and 
the  duty  of  the  Society,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Cash,  of 
Orange  County,  brought  forth  remarks  from  a  large 
number  of  the  members,  which  concluded  the  business 
of  the  first  day. 

In  the  evening  the  members  partook  of  the  elegant 
hospitality  of  Dr.  Cheesman,  in  Broadway. 

The  second  day  was  opened  by  Dr.  Spencer's  long 
and  ingenious  paper,  on  his  theory  of  Vegeto-Animal 
Heat  and  Life,  which  he  illustrated  by  colored  dia- 
grams, and  upon  which  topic  he  has  evidently  bestowed 
much  labor.  Of  its  merits  we  are  not  prepared  to 
speak  at  present,  nor  until  its  publication. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  taken  up  in  visiting  the 
Asylums  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  the  Blind,  Croton 
water  works,  &c.  until  the  evening,  when  the  hospitable 
mansion  of  Dr.  Mott,  at  Bloomingdale,  welcomed  the 
Society  to  agreeable  recreation  and  refreshment,  under 
the  roof  of  this  "  Napoleon  in  Surgery."  After  which 
they  attended  the  Pathological  Society. 

The  third  day  was  chiefly  spent  in  visiting  the 
Alms  House  Department  at  Bellevue,  Blackwell's 
Island,  and  Randall's  Island,  terminating  the  day  by  a 
feast  at  Dr.  Stevens's  country  seat  in  Astoria. 

The  fourth  day  was  devoted  to  varied  business,  a 
paper  on  the  Statistics  of  Surgery,  by  Professor  Van 
Buren,  another  by  Dr.  Peet,  on  the  instruction  of  Deaf 
Mutes,  ifcc.  <tc.  when  the  Society  adjourned. 


The  announced  Report  on  the  late  experimental 
treatment  of  Puerperal  Fever,  though  ordered  to  be 
the  special  business  of  this  scmi-anmial  meeting,  was 
passed  over,  although  several  gentlemen  were  present 
from  day  to  day  prepared  to  report  papers,  and  for  the 
discussion  had  it  taken  place. 

The  daily  papers  generally  published  brief  and  cor- 
rect notices  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  this 
semi-annual  meeting  may  be  regarded  as  highly  satis- 
factory and  useful,  so  that  it  will  probably  be  repeated 
next  year.  Many  gentlemen  from  different  and  distant 
parts  of  the  State  remained  in  attendance  throughout 
the  entire  session. 


Cholera. 

The  public  press  records  the  appearance  and  pre- 
valence of  Epidemic  Cholera,  at  various  places  in  the 
southern  and  western  portions  of  our  country,  and  a 
recent  outbreak  on  board  the  steam-ship  Philadelphia, 
on  her  passage  from  the  Isthmus  to  Havanna,  has  in- 
creased public  anxiety,  lest  another  visitation  of  the 
dreaded  and  fatal  pestilence  should  reach  our  Atlantic 
cities.  Thus  far,  however,  we  have  been  preserved 
from  the  usual  precursors  of  Cholera,  though  the  season 
is  somewhat  advanced,  except  in  a  few  rare  instances, 
which  are  looked  upon  as  sporadic.  Our  safety,  so  far 
as  second  causes  are  concerned,  only  lies  in  the  utmost 
vigilance  to  guard  against  those  sources  of  the  disease 
known  by  past  experience  to  devclope  it.  Temperance 
in  all  things,  cleanliness,  pure  air  and  water,  and  espe- 
cial attention  to  the  condition  of  the  poor,  who  are 
crowded  in  unhealthily  habitations,  and  but  illy  sup- 
plied with  the  comforts  of  life,  are  found  to  be  the  best 
preventives.  Sanitary  measures  should  not  be  delayed 
until  the  appearance  of  the  epidemic,  but  we  should 
bestir  ourselves  in  advance,  and  thus  anticipate  the 
calamity,  by  preparing  against  it.  In  this  city  we 
hear  very  little  of  such  precautions. 


Osteo- Aneurism. 

A  remarkable  case  of  this  rare  form  of  disease, 
situate  in  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  has  been  discovered 
in  a  female  at  the  Emigrants'  Hospital  on  Ward's 
Island,  by  Professor  Carnochan,  who,  after  trying  com- 
pression, as  far  as  the  patient  could  bear  it,  has  been 
obliged  to  apply  a  ligature  to  the  femoral  artery, 
which  has  been  followed  by  no  untoward  symptom, 
and  resulted  in  cure.  The  patient  had  previously  been 
exhibited  at  a  College  clinique,  as  a  case  of  white 
swelling,  or  scrophulous  enlargement  of  the  joint,  but 
happily  escaped  without  amputation.  We  are  pro- 
mised a  full  report  of  this  interesting  case. 


New-York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Griscom,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Health, 
presented  a  Report  at  the  last  meeting  on  the  subject 
of  Dispensary  organizations  for  the  medical  relief  of  .the 
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indigent  sick,  in  connection  with  a  plan  for  the  Sanitary 
organization  needed  for  this  large  city,  in  conformity 
with  Hygeinic  laws.  It  is  an  able  document,  and  will 
soon  be  published,  when  it  will  attract,  as  it  deserves, 
a  very  large  share  of  public  attention.  We  hope  the 
public  authorities  will  be  moved  to  some  prompt  and 
effectual  measures  of  reform  in  the  department  of  the 
Cily  Inspector,  where  it  is  imperatively  demanded. 


Report  of  the  Eastern  Lunatic  Asylum,  Williams- 
burg. Va. 

BY  DR.  JOHN   M.  GALT. 

This  document  well  repays  perusal,  and  the  "  Phy- 
siological Register "  opens  up  a  novel  and  interesting 
topic  for  study.  It  includes  the  weight,  height,  pulse, 
respiration,  color  of  eyes  and  hair,  temperament,  and 
complexion  of  the  patients,  and  presents  a  curious  va- 
riety, which  is  both  entertaining  and  instructive. 


Communicated. 

[The  following  is  a  report  of  the  only  case  of  well 
characterised  Cholera  we  have  seen  this  season.  It 
must  be  regarded  as  sporadic] 

A  Case  of  Cholera, 

REPORTED   BY  ISAAC   GRKENE,  M.  D. 
Surgeon  to  Bellcvue  Hospital,  and  late  Physician  of  the  Stanton-Btreet 
Cholera  Hospital. 

J.  R.  clerk,  temperate,  residing  at  the  corner  of 
9th  Avenue  and  49th-street,  left  his  house  on  Friday 
morning,  the  2nd  of  July,  1852,  in  good  health  and 
soon  after  reaching  the  store  in  which  he  was  engaged 
in  Broad-street,  was  attacked  with  diarrhoea,  which  con- 
tinued through  the  day.  He  attended  to  business,  how- 
ever, took  bread  and  milk  for  dinner,  and  as  evening 
approached  felt  so  much  better,  that  he  abandoned  the 
idea  of  consulting  his  physician,  which  he  had  thought 
of  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day,  and  returned  home. 

At  two  o'clock  Saturday  morning,  he  was  awakened 
by  the  recurrence  of  diarrhoea,  which  was  very  profuse, 
dejections  colorless  and  floculcnt.  Vomiting  commenc- 
ed soon  after — the  ejected  matter  presenting  much  the 
same  appearance  as  that  passed  through  the  bowels. 
The  family  became  anxious,  and  about  four  o'clock 
called  in  a  physician  in  the  neighborhood  who  prescrib- 
ed an  astringent  mixture.  The  symptoms  continuing 
unabated,  I  visited  the  patient  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.  and 
found  him  vomiting  and  passing  by  stool,  the  character- 
istic choleric  fluid,  skin  cold  and  livid,  pulse  bard)'  per- 
ceptible at  the  wrist,  tongue  cold,  voice  weak  and  husky, 
respiration  slow  and  labored,  face  contracted,  hands 
shrivelled,  &c. 

The  disease  being  well  marked,  I  at  once  concluded 
to  remain  and  attend  to  the  administration  of  such  re- 
medies as  I  tlte-ught  most  reliable  in  this  appalling  dis- 
ease. 

The  abdomen,  back,  and  inside  of  the  legs  were  first 
covered  with  mustard  plasters,  and  hot  bricks  placed  at 
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the  feet.  An  enema  containing  Acetate  Plumb,  and 
Tinct.  opii.  was  then  given  and  repeated  as  often  as  the 
urgency  of  the  symptoms  demanded,  next  a  combina- 
tion of  Hydrarg.  Sub.  Mur.  Plumb.  Acetas,  and  Pulv. 
Opii.  was  given  and  repeated  as  often  as  vomiting  re- 
curred, until  about  gr.  xxxv.  Hydrarg  Sub.  Mur.  was 
retained,  and  the  vomiting  had  ceased. 

Finely  powdered  ice  was  given  to  the  extent  of  the 
patient's  ability  to  take  it,  for  three  or  four  hours. 

The  vomiting  and  purging  having  ceased  about  12, 
M.  At  lh  P.  M.  I  left  the  patient  with  directions  to 
repeat  the  injections,  if  necessary,  and  renew  the  nfus- 
tard  to  the  surface,  if  either  vomiting  or  purging  re- 
curred. 

9  o'clock,  P.  M.  Dr.  Reese  visited  him  with  me  at 
my  request;  we  found  the  circulation  a  little  improved, 
pulse  120,  skin  cool,  has  had  no  vomiting  since  I  left 
him,  has  had  one  large  colorless  passage  from  the 
bowels.  The  injection  has  been  given,  and  came  away — 
ordered  Hydrarg.  Sub.  Mur.  gr.  x. — and  gave  another 
injection  prepared  as  above,  and  directed  a  table  spoon 
full  of  brandy  to  be  given  every  hour,  ice  continued 
freely. 

Sunday,  4  to  9£,  A.  M.  Dr.  Reese  again  saw  the 
case  with  me,  finds  him  still  improving,  pulse  115,  and 
very  feeble,  no  vomiting  since  last  evening,  and  but  one 
dejection  which  is  large  and  colorless,  yet  much  more 
consistent  than  any  before,  continued  brandy,  and  or- 
dered beef  tea. 

7,  P.  M.  Still  improving,  has  had  no  passage  from 
the  bowels  since  morning,  has  passed  no  urine  since  the 
attack,  there  has  been  none  secreted,  brandy  and  beef 
tea  continued. 

Monday,  5th,  11,  A.  M.  Finds  the  first  bilious  dis- 
charges from  the  bowels,  about  3  i  of  urine  was  passed 
this  morning,  pulse  100,  stimulus  arid  diet  continued. 

Wednesday  7th.  Convalescing. 

Thursday  9th.  Appetite  returning,  is  free  from  dis- 
ease, though  quite  debilitated. 

:  

For  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Dental  Education. 

In  many  of  the  recent  medical  journals,  there  have 
appeared  articles  upon  the  subject  of  Dental  Education, 
chiefly  having  relation,  either  to  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing separate  Dental  Colleges,  or  of  adding  a  chair  of 
Dental  Medicine  to  the  curriculum  of  our  already  exist- 
ing Medical  Universities. 

We  have  read  these  publications  with  interest,  for 
we  regard  the  questions  of  which  they  treat,  as  matters 
of  no  little  importance: — Important  to  general  medicine 
as  a  question  of  development  of  one  of  its  hitherto  ne- 
glected branches ;  important  to  Dentistry  as  involving 
its  rank  and  usefulness ;  important  to  the  public,  to 
whom  the  enlarged  judgment  of  its  professional  ser- 
vants is  a  vital  gain,  and  their  deficient  training  an  irre- 
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arable  loss.  Until  within  a  short  period,  Dentistry 
as  been  in  the  hands  of  men  of  mechanical,  rather  than 
of  scientific  training,  and  even  among  its  practitioners, 
the  plugging  of  a  tooth,  or  the  fitting  of  an  artificial  one, 
has  been  considered  its  sole  business,  while  the  physio- 
logical questions  with  which  it  has  connection,  have 
been  left  to  the  purely  medical  inquirer.  Now,  how- 
ever, it  is  beginning  to  feel  the  results  of  that  advance- 
ment, which  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  has  produced 
in  all  the  collateral  branches  of  medicine,  and,  both  the 
Dentists  themselves,  and  the  philanthropic  educationist 
are  inquiring  as  to  the  best,  and  soundest  mode  of  edu- 
cating its  practitioners. 

We  feel  a  decided  preference  for  the  proposed  plan 
of  connecting  its  teaching  with  that  of  our  existing  me- 
dical universities,  establishing  for  this  purpose  a  chair 
of  Dental  medicine.  To  us  this  appears  as  the  only  ap- 
propriate, the  only  non-superficial  way  of  imparting 
Dental  instruction.  For  Dentistry  is  a  part  of  medicine, 
and  cannot  be  raised  to  a  science,  and  lose  its  depen- 
dence upon  general  medicine.  The  whole  object  of  it 
is,  either  to  prevent,  to  cure,  or  remedy  the  results  of 
disease.  Has  general  medicine  any  other  aim  ?  Would 
a  physician  think  of  teaching  obstetrics,  diseases  of  the 
eye  or  ear,  or  any  other  regional  disorder,  without 
grounding  his  pupil  primarily,  in  the  general  principles 
and  practice  of  medicine  1  Those  principles  can  only 
be  arrived  at  through  a  knowledge  of  the  various  organs 
and  functions  of  the  body,  with  their  mutual  dependen- 
cies and  sympathising  connections ; — in  short,  to  under- 
stand apart  of  medicine,  it  is  necessary  to  understand 
the  whole. 

But  an  isolated  institution,  purely  Dental,  would  not, 
and  does  not  depart  from  its  speciality. 

It  would  make  excellent  mechanical  Dentists,  its  pu- 
pils would  be  able  to  plug  cavities,  and  fit  plates  of  ar- 
tificial teeth  with  the  dexterity  of  an  instrument  maker, 
but  this  skill  would  be  obtained  without  the  correspond- 
ing judgment,  which  should  direct  the  simple  mechani- 
cian. 

Our  own  medical  experience,  and  doubtless  that  of 
every  practising  physician,  has  made  us  not  unfrequent- 
ly,  to  recognise  a  dejective  condition  of  the  teeth  as  the 
cause  of  gastric  derangement,  nervous  disorders,  and 
even  functional  disturbances  in  the  other  sex ;  and  in 
those  cases  where  impaired  teeth  are  not  the  cause, 
they  often  serve  to  prolong  the  disorder,  or  prevent  a 
cure.  Would  not  the  knowledge  of  such  facts  be  of  ad- 
vantage, both  to  the  Dentist  and  his  clientellel  Would 
it  make  no  difference  in  his  practice  whether  he  regard- 
ed the  teeth  as  a  part  of  the  digestive  apartments,  or  as 
dead  matter  for  delicate  borings  and  fillings. 

In  our  view,  the  tendency  of  a  Dental  College  would 
be  to  isolate  the  Dentist  from  the  rest  of  the  medical 
profession,  and  to  narrow,  and  degrade  Dentistry  from 
a  science  to  the  level  of  mechanics.  In  giving  to  the 
Dental  student  such  a  general  medical  and  physiological 
knowledge  as  he  would  obtain  in  our  medical  schools, 
he  would  become  imbued  with  those  principles,  which 
would  make  him  not  merely  an  operator,  but  a  judicious 
adviser. 

By  giving  him  that  enlarged  education,  his  condition 
would  be  elevated,  his  influence  widened,  and  his  use- 
fulness increased. 

Such,  too,  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  our  most 
eminent  Dentists.  A  Physician. 


Correspondence  of  the  Editor. 

FROM  GEOItUIA. 

"  Your  exposure  of  the  tricks  of  your  University 
School  at  New-York,  comes  home  to  the  •  business 
and  bosoms'  of  many  of  our  younger  brethren,  who 
have  been  victimized  thereby,  and  especially  by  your 
'Professor  of  Gas!'  who  lias  been  rightly  named 
'  Obstetrical  Munchausen.'  Southern  students  have 
!  had  enough  of  that  concern,"  &C. 

FKOM   SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

I  "  As  you  have  identified  Dr.  Bedford  as  the  source 
of  the  scandalous  vindictiveness  aimed  at  yourself  and 
your  journal,  in  his  Plattsburg  organ,  we  think  you 
I  have  said  enough ;  as  his  mendacity  is  pretty  well 
known  on  this  road,  as  the  saying  is  ; — being  perfectly 
unscrupulous,  and  he  having  nothing  to  lose,  you  may 
very  properly  defy  and  despise  him." 

FllOM  KENTUCKY. 

"You  are  right  in  charging  the  low  state  of  the 
medical  schools  of  New-York,  as  compared  with  Phila- 
delphia, upon  the  erratic  and  undignified  charlatanism 
of  certain  members  of  the  University  School,  who  well 
deserve  the  rebuke  given  in  your  last  number." 

FROM  VIRGINIA. 

"  Never  was  unpalatable  truth  more  plainly  urged 
or  more  loudly  called  for,  than  in  your  recent  strictures 
on  the  University  School  at  New- York.  The  profession 
hereabout  no  longer  patronize  the  school,  as  their  last 
year's  catalogue  would  show  if  it  were  published  '  and 
for  the  precise  reasons  you  name.  Our  own  schools 
and  Philadelphia  divide  the  students,  for  your  other 
i  Colleges  in  New-York  have  been  literally  kept  out  of 
sight,  by  the  overshadowing  clamor  and  puffing  of  the 
University,  and  its  '  national '  pretensions,  urged  by  a 
deluge  of  circulars  which  have  annually  crowded  the 
Southern  mails." 

FROM  OUR  OWN  CITY.* 

"  Why  do  you  not  publish  a  list  of  the  '  notorious 
and  infamous  quacks,'  who  while  in  the  midst  of  their 
Lock  hospitals,  Nostrum  vending,  Water  cure,  Homoeo- 
pathy, Mesmerism,  Clairvoyance,  and  the  like ;  and 
while  the  newspapers  were  filled  with  their  advertise- 
ments, notoriously  fleecing  the  public,  have  been  dub- 
bed with  M.  D.  by  the  University  school,  th'ey  '  bagging 
the  fees.'  Their  diplomas  may  be  seen  hanging  up  in 
nearly  every  advertising  quack's  establishment  in  the 
city.  It  is  thus  our  professiun  has  been  disgraced 
more  than  by  all  other  causes  combined." 

"  In  your  just  allusion  to  Dr.  Bedford's  cowardly 
assault  upon  the  late  Dr.  John  B.  Beck,  whose  frail 
health  at  the  time  was  at  once  the  motive  and  the  pro- 
tection on  which  the  assailant  relied,  you  would  have 
gratified  many  if  you  had  copied  from  the  New- York 
Mirror  the  article  alleged  to  have  been  the  pretext  for 
the  brutal  attack,  having  been  written  by  Dr.  Beck  in 
rebuke  of  Bedford's  quackeries.  So  also  you  would 
oblige  others  if  you  would  copy  Professor  Lee's  wither- 
ing exposure  of  the  plagiarism  of  Bedford  in  his  pub- 
lished lecture,  in  which  the  Jack-daw  was  shown  up  in 
his  stolen  plumes,  by  parallel  columns  in  the  Herald 
and  Lancet,"  &c. 
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Homoeopathy. 

Professor  Holston,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  lias  published 
three  lectures  on  Hahnemania,  as  he  significantly  calls 
the  system  of  Globulists.  They  are  designed  for  the  en- 
lightenment of  the  sovereign  people,  in  the  hope  of  pro- 
tecting them  from  being  victimized  by  the  infinitesimals. 
He  will  only  have  his  labor  for  his  pains,  and  receive 
more  kicks  than  coppers  from  both  the  knaves  and  their 
dupes,  and  must  find  his  reward  in  the  consciousness 
of  having  dune  his  duty.  The  tribe,  like  the  star  of 
empire,  are  journeying  westward,  where  they  will  find 
lovers  of  the  marvellous  less  numerous  than  here  among 
the  Yankees,  who  are  gullible  to  a  proverb.  Dr.  H.'s 
pamphlet  is  severe,  because  of  its  speaking  truth  in  plain 
language,  and  calling  men  and  things  by  their  right 
names.  We  would  make  room  for  extracts,  but  that 
the  sect  here  are  now  deemed  not  worth  kicking.  The 
most  of  those  who  remain  are  superannuated  or  bro- 
ken down  hard-ware  merchants,  comb-makers,  boarding- 
house  keepers,  schoolmasters,  lawyers,  dentists,  &c.  who 
having  failed  in  their  several  trades,  have  turned  Ho- 
moeopaths, and  hope  for  better  luck  in  getting  a  living. 
"Go,  poor  fly,"  said  Uncle  Toby,  "there  is  room 
enough  in  the  world  for  us  both  ; "  and  a  queer  world  it 
is,  or  rather  it  abounds  with  queer  people. 


Transylvania  Journal  of  Medicine. 

In  the  last  number,  Dr.  Frazee  vindicates  himself 
from  the  charge  of  plagiarism  implied  in  our  jocose  cri- 
tique on  his  late  translation  of  Pigne's  paper,  published 
without  any  recognition  of  its  being  previously  translated 
several  years  since  for  the  N.  Y.  Journal.  Dr.  Frazee 
now  claims  to  have  translated  from  a  pamphlet  pub- 
lished long  since,  and  that  Dr.  Sayre's  translation  was 
not  used  by  him.  This  did  not  authorize  the  suppressio 
veri,  which  is  inferrible  from  his  silence  concerning  it ; 
for  he  does  not  now  deny  that  he  knew  of  such  "  docu- 
ment" having  been  published,  which  denial  would  have 
been  a  complete  exoneration,  had  it  been  made. 

Dr.  F.  furnishes  numerous  examples  of  variations 
between  his  translation  and  Dr.  Sayre's,  which  we  ob- 
served to  be  the  case  on  comparing  the  two,  in  several 
instances ;  but  we  found  other  sentences,  verbatim,  lite- 
ratim, et  punctalim,  which  we  regarded  as  a  singular 
coincidence.  As  Dr.  F.  seems  to  have  had  in  view  the 
correction  of  Dr.  Sayre's  errors,  we  submit  that  it  would 
have  been  wiser  to  have  entitled  his  "  A  New  or  Revised 
Translation,"  and  thus  have  disarmed  criticism. 

Our  notice  was  playful,  and  intended  to  elicit  Dr. 
F.'s  disclaimer,* which  we  cheerfully  record. 


The  Northern  Lancet. 

Dr.  Bedford's  organ  at  Plattsburgh,  as  we  learn  by 
a  correspondent,  has  taken  its  place  among  the  yellow 
covered  literature  of  the  day,  a  distinction  which  its 
scurrility  and  filth  is  said  to  merit.  In  common  with 
other  reputable  Journals  we  refuse  its  exchange. 


GAZETTE.  i9i 
On  the  Blood  and  its  Changes. 

BT  KODOLF  HAAS,  M.  D. 
Late  Physician  in  the  Hungarian  army,  and  formerly  Professor  in  Vienna. 
No.  L 

Accurate  inquisitions  of  the  most  sagacious  physio- 
logists and  pathologists,  have  proved  that  the  blood  is 
composed  of  different  parts,  and  that  the  proportion  of 
these  parts  undergoes  certain  changes  in  certain  dis- 
eases, and  also  in  certain  circumstances  of  health.  But 
all  those  discoveries,  though  they  increased  the  sphere 
of  medical  science  in  regard  to  facts,  did  but  very  little 
contribute  to  the  development  of  our  knowledge  in  re- 
gard to  physiological  and  pathological  principles  ;  by  all 
those  inquisitions  we  are  not  much  farther  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  operations  by  which  life  is  carried  on,  nei- 
ther do  we  know  much  more  about  the  deviations  of 
nature,  by  which  diseases  are  produced.  I  shall  consider 
apart  the  single  observations  made  on  the  blood,  and 
how  much  they  contributed  to  comprehend  the  clan- 
destine course  of  life. 

The  blood  consists  of  organic  and  inorganic  substan- 
ces. The  former  are  albumen,  fibrin,  red  particles,  and 
fatty  matters  ;  the  latter  are  water  and  salts.  In  1,000 
parts  of  a  healthy  blood  there  are  about  202  of  organic 
substances;  of  which  127  are  red  particles,  66  albumen, 
3  fibrin,  and  6  are  fatty  matters.  But  all  those  inquisi- 
tions did  not  increase  our  knowledge  of  the  influence  of 
the  blood  in  human  life  :  we  do  not  know  more  than  our 
ancestors  have  known — that  the  blood  is  necessary  to 
life — but  we  do  not  know  of  the  single  parts,  more  than 
that  they  exist,  and  some  of  their  properties.  Nothing 
is  still  certain  about  the  scope  of  their  existence.  Fibrin 
being  much  like  to  the  muscular  substance,  has  been 
considered  as  the  nourishment  for  the  muscles;  but 
lately,  having  been  observed  that  the  quantity  of  fibrin 
increases  in  some  diseases  in  which  respiration  is  pre- 
vented, the  office  of  nourishing  the  muscles  has  been 
denied,  and  asserted  that  fibrin  is  only  an  excrementi- 
tious  stuff,  to  be  decomposed  by 'the  inhaled  oxygen. 

We  do  not  know  yet  to  what  purpose  the  red  parti- 
cles of  the  blood,  which  are  nearly  twice  as  much  as  all 
other  organic  substances  of  the  blood,  are  inservient. 
They  cannot  be  applied  to  the  formation  of  tissues,  be- 
ing too  large  to  pass  through  the  coats  of  the  vessels  ; 
that  they  are  inservient  to  respiration  will  be  proved  in 
another  place  of  this  treatise.  It  will  suffice  here  the 
authority  of  Henb,  who  speaks  about  that  matter  as  fol- 
lows :  The  physiological  and  pathological  theories  have 
made  the  red  particles  to  be  carriers  of  oxygen  only, 
for  giving  them  some  office  convenient  to  their  circum- 
stances. But  it  is,  according  to  newly  made  inquisi- 
tions, not  at  all  probable  that  they  perform  that  office. 
[Henb  Rationel  Patholog.  v.  2.  pg.  138.]  The  pur- 
pose of  albumen  too,  though  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  it 
is  transformed  in  tissues,  is  nevertheless  not  thoroughly 
comprehended.  For,  if  it  is  only  inservient  to  nutrition 
of  tissues,  how  is  it  to  be  comprehended  that  the  venous 
blood  contains  more  albumen  than  the  arterial,  as  the 


i92 


T  HE    N  E  W - Y  0 R K 


blood  passes  from  the  veins  into  the  arteries  through 
the  pulmonic  capillaries, — which  are  not  inservient  to 
nutrition,  but  to  respiration  ? 

The  organic  parts  of  the  blood  are  water  and  salts; 
in  1,000  parts  of  blood  there  are  790  of  water.  But  it 
is  still  doubtful  to  what  scope  such  a  quantity  of  water 
is  required  in  the  blood,  so  that  animals  can  live  much 
longer  on  water  alone,  than  on  dry  food  without  water. 
We  know,  by  frequent  observations,  that  animals  can 
sustain  life  by  water  without  any  food  for  fifty  days  ; 
but  they  are  not  able  to  live  longer  on  dry  food  without 
any  water  more  than  20  days.  That  is  quite  contrary  to 
our  impressions.  Albumen  and  fibrin  alone  are  thought 
to  be  the  nutritive  matters  of  the  organic  substances  ; 
and  nevertheless,  injections  of  blood  which  has  been  de- 
prived of  its  red  particles,  have  been  made  into  the  veins 
of  animals  previously  bled  to  asphyxia,  and  no  revivifica- 
tion has  been  produced  ;  but  they  revived  perfectly  after 
injections  of  a  normal  blood — or,  of  a  blood  deprived  of 
its  fibrin. 

Rut  it  is  still  entirely  mysterious  that  some  parts 
the  blood  is  composed  of,  increase  in  certain  diseases 
and  decrease  in  others : 

In  1,000  parts  of  a  normal  blood  there  are  about  3 
parts  of  fibrin,  which  increases  in  inflammatory  fevers 
sometimes  to  10,  [Andral  and  Gavarret;]  and  to  13, 
[Popp.]  In  lead  diseases  to  6,  in  the  latter  stage  of 
schyrrhus  to  6,  in  the  beginning  of  the  hectic  fever  of 
tuberculosis  it  increases  also  to  6,  [Andral  and  Gavar- 
ret;] in  haemorrhoids  and  arthritis  to  6,  [Lehmann;]  in 
chlorosis  and  anoemie  to  4,  in  the  last  three  months  of 
pregnancy,  also  to  4;  in  individuals  who  took  only  meat 
for  five  days,  to  6  ;  [Lehmann.]  Fibrin  increases  also  in 
fasting  animals ;  it  increased  in  a  dog  who  got  no  food 
for  fourteen  days — the  fibrin  increased  to  4-5 ;  it  in- 
creased less  in  a  dog  who  got  through  the  same  term 
some  fluid  nourishment  without  any  food ;  in  another 
who  got  a  small  quantity  of  food  it  increased  but  very 
little.    [Andral  Haeqiathologie,  p.  G9.] 

Fibrin  increases  also  in  healthy  animals  after  bleed- 
ing. Nasse  found  in  a  dog  whom  he  bled  every  day  in 
four  successive  days,  the  fibrin  increasing  from  3  4 5  to 
4-54,  to  5"22,  and  finally  to  5'V.  In  another  dog  whom 
he  bled  every  second  day,  the  fibrin  increased  from  3'0 
to  4-22,  5*23  and  5-52.  But,  despite  the  increase  of 
fibrin,  both  dogs  died. 

But  fibrin  decreases  in  typhus  fever,  morbillis,  scar- 
latina, variola,  cholera  and  all  other  toxaamic  diseases. 
It  decreases  much  in  scurvy,  and  disappears  sometimes 
entirely  from  the  blood  of  individuals  killed  by  lightning. 
Albumen  increases  in  plethora ;  it  increases  some  in  in- 
flammatory fevers,  in  most  cases  of  scrofula  tuberculo- 
sis, typhus  fever,  and  other  toxasmic  diseases ;  and  in 
healthy  individuals  after  bleeding :  in  all  other  diseases 
albumen  is  in  general  diminished. 

The  increase  of  fibrin  gave  origin  to  a  hypothesis 
fibrinosis,  the  increase  of  albumen  to  albuminosis. — 
Such  hypotheses  are  dangerous  to  the  progress  of  sci- 


ence; mistaking  effects  for  causes,  and  phenomena  for 
principles,  they  call  off  the  student  from  seeking  ground 
in  the  terra  incognita  which  surrounds  a  great  part  of 
natural  science  ;  they  prevent  him  to  look  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  operations  of  nature.  The  authors  of  those 
hypothesis  consider  the  increase  of  fibrin  and  of  Albu- 
men as  diseases  of  the  blood,  and  the  different  exuda- 
tions of  the  diseases,  in  which  an  increase  of  fibrin  or 
albumen  is  met  with,  as  affected  by  the  tendency  of  na- 
ture to  get  rid  of  the  superfluous  fibrin  and  albumen. 
But  those  suppositions  have  no  argument  to  be  ground- 
ed upon ;  but  there  are  observations  which  prove  the 
opposite.  The  blood  of  individuals  who  take  only  meat, 
contains  much  more  fibrin,  and  of  those  who  take  only 
vegetables  contains  more  albumen  ;  and  neither  are  the 
former  attacked  with  inflammatory  fever,  nor  the  latter 
with  scrofula:  and  the  other  part  of  that  theory,  that 
nature  is  intending  to  deposit  the  superfluous,  is  not 
palatable  to  the  present  stand  of  the  science.  The  pe- 
riod of  attributing  to  nature  certain  tendencies  is  long 
over.  I  shall  show  later  that  the  increase  of  fibrin,  or 
of  albumen  is  not  the  cause,  but  the  effect  of  the  dis- 
ease ;  and  even  if  we  succeed  in  diminishing  the  fibrin 
or  the  albumen  of  the  blood,  we  have  only  removed  a 
symptom  of  very  little  importance. 

The  quantity  of  red  particles  in  the  blood  is  also  in- 
creasing and  decreasing  in  certain  diseases,  and  in  cer- 
tain circumstances  of  health.  A  larger  quantity  of  them 
is  to  be  found  in  robust  and  athletic  individuals,  in  cho- 
lera, typhus  fever  and  other  toxcemic  diseases.  The  in- 
fant possesses  in  general  a  larger  quantity  of  red  parti- 
cles than  the  adult ;  they  increase  also  after  the  use  of 
iron.    [Andral  and  Gavarret.] 

The  quantity  of  red  particles  is  to  be  found  dimin- 
ished in  inflammatory  fevers,  tuberculosis  scrofula,  chlo- 
rosis, scyrrhus,  morbus,  Brightii,  lead„diseases,  anajmie 
in  the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  in  fasting  individuals, 
after  bleeding,  and  in  delicate  and  weak  persons  Hav- 
ing no  certain  idea  about  the  formation  and  consump- 
tion of  red  particles,  we  cannot  give  account  of  then- 
increasing  or  decreasing. 

The  water  of  the  blood  is  also  changing  in  propor- 
tion: it  decreases  in  inflammatory  fevers,  tuberculosis, 
scrofula,  in  the  beginning  of  typhus  fever,  in  health 
after  bleeding,  and  in  the  beginning  of  fasting. 

The  water  increases  in  intermitting  fever,  in  lead  di- 
seases, morbus,  Brightii — and,  what  is  most  astonish- 
ing, that  it  increases  also  in  the  re-convalescence  of 
those  diseases  in  which  it  decreased  during  the  existence 
of  the  disease.  The  following  is  the  result  from  the  ex- 
periments of  Andral  and  Gavarret:  In  Pneumonia, 
the  water  of  the  plasma  has  been  on  the  eleventh  day 
from  the  commencement  of  the  catarrh,  891;  on  the 
thirteenth  day,  892.  The  patient  got  better  on  the 
seventeenth  day,  and  eight  clays  afterwards,  or  on  the 
twenty-fifth  day  from  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  the 
water  increased  to  910.  In  a  febris  continua  the  water 
of  the  plasma  has  been  882  ;  in  the  re- convalescence  it 
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increased  to  895.  In  another  febris  continua,  where 
the  water  has  been  890,  in  the  re-convalescence  to  905. 
a.  s.  f.  Those  facts  are  quite  contrary  to  our  impressions, 
for  during  the  fevers  no  food  and  much  water  is  taken, 
and  very  little  water  is  carried  off  by  urine  and  sweat. 
In  the  re-convalescence  less  water  and  much  food  is 
taken,  and  a  large  quantity  of  water  is  removed  by  the 
increased  excretions  err/sis;  and  consequently  during  the 
fevers  much  water  and  less  organic  substances  are  sup- 
plied, and  less  water  expended;  in  there-convalescence, 
more  food  than  water  is  supplied,  and  more  water  is 
expended  ;  and  therefore  the  quantity  of  water  in  the 
blood  ought  to  be  larger  during  the  fever,  and  less  in 
the  re-convalescence. 

The  same  difficulty  is  in  the  increase  and  decrease  of 
chloride  of  natrium.  During  the  fever  very  little  chlo- 
ride of  natrium  is  to  be  found  in  urine,  and  nevertheless 
its  quantity  decreases  also  in  the  blood  :  in  the  re-conva- 
lescence a  large  quantity  of  chloride  of  natrium  is  car- 
ried off  by  urine,  and  nevertheless  its  quantity  increases 
in  the  blood  in  relation  to  the  organic  substances. 

Fatty  matters  increase  in  the  blood  in  inflammatory 
fevers,  though  no  nourishment  of  that  kind  is  taken.  It 
increases  also  in  tuberculosis,  ancemia,  chlorosis,  icterus, 
in  the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  and  after  bleeding. 
Neither  did  pathologists  afford 'yet  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  the  similarity  of  the  symptoms  of  anaemic, 
and  hyperaimic:  both  diseases,  although  of  opposite 
character,  produce  a  similar  effect.  It  is  the  purpose  of 
this' treatise  to  give  a  satisfactory  solution  to  all  those 
questions,  without  giving  way  to  hypothesis. 

I  shall  treat  first  on  the  origin  of  the  parts  the  blood 
is  composed  of,  then  about  the  purpose  they  are  made 
for;  and  from  hence  principles  will  result  as  corollaries, 
to  explain  the  mentioned  and  many  other  questions. 

Though  all  parts  of  the  blood  have  source  in  the 
food  and  potion,  they  differ  nevertheless  very  much  re- 
garding the  means  and  ways  they  are  produced. 

Water  is  carried  into  the  blood  by  drinking  of  pure 
water  and  other  fluids,  and  by  dry  food — containing  also 
a  large  quantity  of  water.  It  is  also  produced  in  the 
blood  by  combustion  of  azotised  and  unazotised  parts — 
the  azotised  being  decomposed  into  urea,  uric  acid,  car- 
bonic acid  and  water;  the  unazotised  ones  into  carbonic 
acid  and  water.  But  that  way  of  supplying  water  is 
too  small  as  to  be  taken  in  consideration. 

The  albumen  of  the  blood  is  supplied  from  solid  and 
liquid  nourishment,  which  contains  albumen  in  large 
quantity.  But  not  only  the  albumen  of  the  food  sup- 
plies albumen,  but  all  other  proteine  substances  are 
transformed  by  the  action  of  the  stomach  into  albumen. 
That  is  proved,  1.  We  find  no  other  proteine  substance 
in  the  chymus  but  albumen,  even  after  animal  food — 
the  greatest  deal  of  which  is  fibrin — has  been  taken,  j 
That  shows  that  the  fibrin  and  red  particles  have  been 
transformed  into  albumen.  The  casein  which  exists  in 
the  stomach,  disappears  the  more  the  farther  digestion  j 
is  proceeding ;  so  that  there  is  none  in  the  chymus  of  | 


the  intestines.  2.  Tiedeman  and  Imelin  found  in  dogs 
whom  they  killed,  four  hours  after  having  fed  them 
with  fibrin,  that  substance  partly  already  converted 
into  albumen.  3.  The  red  particles  which  are  taken  in 
animal  food,  must  also  be  converted  into  albumen ;  for 
they  cannot  pass  in  their  shape  through  the  pores  into 
the  lymphatic  or  blood  vessels,  but  they  must  be  dis- 
solved ;  and  as  there  is  no  other  proteine  substance  in 
the  chyma  than  albumen,  they  must  have  been  trans- 
formed into  that  substance. 

Fibrin  is  in  general  not  passing  immediately  from  the 
food  into  the  blood,  but  it  is  formed  in  the  lymphatic 
and  blood  vessels  of  albumen — which  is  proved  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1.  The  chvme  contains  no  fibrin,  and  the  chyle  con- 
tains a  considerable  quantity  of  it.  As  the  chyle  is 
formed  of  the  chyme,  and  the  chyme  of  the  intestines 
contains  no  other  proteine  substance  than  albumen,  the 
fibrin  must  have  been  formed  of  that  substance. 

2.  The  chyle,  if  examined  immediately  after  its  be- 
ing absorbed  from  the  intestines,  contains  more  albumen 
and  less  fibrin  than  if  examiued  after  its  passing  through 
the  mesenteric  glands.  That  proves  that  a  part  of  al- 
bumen is  passing  through  the  lymphatic  vessels  trans- 
formed into  fibrin.  [Henb  Rationel  Patholog.  vol.  2. 
p.  122.] 

3.  The  blood  contains  more  fibrin  and  less  albumen 
than  the  chyle  does.  What  could  the  fibrin  be  formed 
of,  if  not  of  albumen  ? 

4.  Lvmph  contains  much  more  fibrin  and  less  albu- 
men than  the  blood  ;  but  as  the  lymphe  is  formed  of 
blood-serum,  which  have  transuded  through  the  pores  of 
the  capillaries  into  the  parenehyma  of  the  organs,  and  as 
that  contains  still  less  fibrin  than  the  blood,  it  follows 
that  the  fibrin  of  lymph  is  formed  of  albumen  of  the 
transuded  blood. 

5.  Arterial  blood  contains  more  fibrin  and  less  albu- 
men than  venous  blood  does.  But,  as  there  is  no  depot 
in  connection  with  veins,  where  they  could  deposite  into 
their  albumen ;  and  as  there  is  no  source  besides  the 
veins  that  the  arteries  could  get  fibrin  from — but  all  the 
parts  of  the  venous  blood  is  carried  into  the  arteries 
except  the  carbonic  acid,  which  is  removed  in  the  lungs, 
and  the  arteries  get  no  other  substances,  only  those 
which  have  been  in  the  veins  except  the  oxygen  from 
the  atmosphere — it  follows  that  a  part  of  the  albumen 
has  been,  during  the  passage  from  the  veins  into  the 
arteries,  transformed  by  degrees  into  fibrin,  and  for  that 
the  arterial  blood  contains  less  albumen  and  more  fibrin. 

6.  The  principal  character  of  fibrin  is  its  coagulabi- 
lity; but  not  all  fibrin  has  got  that  property  in  the  same 
degree.  Some  fibrin,  if  coagulated,  is  quite  hard;  but 
there  is  fibrin,  even  if  coagulated,  is]  soft, — much  si- 
milar to  membrane-form  coagulations,  obtained  of  al- 
bumen by  adding  water  to  it.  Such  a  soft  fibrin  is  to 
be  found  everywhere.  The  fibrin  is  to  be  supposed 
newly  formed,  as  in  the  lymph  in  young  animals,  and 
after  bleedings ;  and  on  the  contrary,  the  fibrin  is  harder 
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and  stronger  in  blood  than  in  lymphatic  vessels — in  elder 
than  in  young  animals.  That  shows  that  fibrin  is,  by 
degrees,  formed  of  albumen.  But  the  way  of  operating 
by  which  such  a  transformation  is  effected,  is  still  terra 
incognita.  We  know  neither  by  what  means  fibrin  is  in 
the  stomach  transformed  into  albumen.  If  there  be  any 
truth  in  the  assertion  of  Muller,  that  fibrin  is  nothing 
else  than  albumen  in  a  higher  degree  of  oxydation, 
[Canstatt  Tahresbericht,  1843.  vol.  1.  p.  130.J  the 
mutual  transformation  of  albumen  and  fibrin  in  one 
another  would  be  easily  explained.  But  that  theory 
has  been  refuted  with  many  arguments,  and  especially 
there  is  no  similarity  between  Muller's.  by — and  tri- 
axyd  of  proteine  and  fibrin.  Even  Muller  himself  has 
abandoned  his  theory. — [Liebig,  Frage  sittlich  und  wis- 
senschaftlich  gepriift.  Frankfurt,  1846.  pg.  122.]  But, 
nevertheless,  the  transformation  of  fibrin  into  albumen, 
and  albumen  into  fibrin  is  sufficiently  proved,  and  we 
have  to  take  the  facts  without  any  commentation :  fibrin 
is  in  the  stomach  converted  into  albumen,  and  albumen 
is  in  the  blood — and  lymphatic  vessels  converted  into 
fibrin.  Red  particles  are  formed  of  albumen,  iron,  water 
and  salfrs.  They  consist  of  a  shell  and  a  nucleus ;  the 
shell  is  composed  of  some  proteine  substance  and  iron. 
The  nucleus  is  nothing  else  than  bloodserum.  As  no- 
thing can  enter  from  the  intestines  into  lymphatic  and 
blood  vessels,  only  through  their  coats,  it  follows  that 
the  red  particles,  being  unable  to  pass  the  pores,  must 
be  formed  in  the  lymphatic  or  blood  vessels.  Their 
proteine  substance  must  heretofore  have  been  taken 
either  from  the  albumen  or  the  fibrin  of  the  blood ; — 
but,  as  it  is  more  similar  to  albumen  than  to  fibrin,  [Du- 
mas, Gazet  Medical  G.  Juin  184G,]  it  is  therefore  the 
most  probable  that  it  is  formed  of  albumen. 

Fatty  matters  are  carried  from  the  intestines  into  the 
blood  and  lymphatic  vessels.  Fat  is  also  carried  into 
the  blood  from  other  parts  of  the  body,  where  it  is  depo- 
sited. That  is  proved  by  the  observation  that,  whenever 
the  fat  of  the  skin  decreases,  it  increases  in  the  blood,  as 
as  that  is  the  case  after  bleedings,  in  fasting,  fevers,  tu- 
berculosis, etc. 

Chloride  of  natrium  is  carried  into  the  blood  with 
the  nourishment. 

Phosphates  are  also  carried  into  the  blood  with  food 
and  water,  but  some  are  reproduced  in  the  decomposi- 
tion of  proteine  substances. 

The  expenditure  of  different  parts  of  blood  is  also 
very  much  at  variance.  The  place,  too,  where  they  are 
expended  is  also  different.  I  shall  consider  the  expen- 
diture of  the  single  parts  the  blood  is  composed  of 
apart : 

Albumen  is  expended,  as  it  has  been  proved  above, 
to  the  formation  of  fibrin  and  red  particles  of  the  blood. 
It  is  beyond  doubt  also  applied  to  the  formation  of  dif- 
ferent tissues, — as  that  of  nerves,  membranes,  etc. 

Fibrin  is  applied  to  the  formation  of  muscles,  and 
perhaps  of  other  tissues  too.  Although  the  fibrin  of 
the  blood  is  not  entirely  similar  to  fibrin  of  muscles, 


nevertheless  it  is  tin;  most  probable  that  the  fibrin  of  the 
muscles  is  formed  of  fibrin  of  the  blood;  for,  there  arc 
no  other  substances  in  the  blood  that  muscular  fibrin 
could  be  formed  of,  than  albumen  and  fibrin, — but,  as 
the  fibrin  of  the  blood  is  much  more  similar  to  the  fibrin 
of  muscles  than  albumen  is,  it  is  the  most  probable  that 
the  fibrin  of  the  muscles  is  formed  of  the  fibrin  of  the 
blood. 

It  has  been  ass&led,  that  the  fibrin  of  the  blood  is 
consumed  by  being  combusted  by  oxygen  which  is  in- 
haled ;  that  theory  has  been  grounded  upon  the  ob- 
servation that  the  quantity  of  fibrin  increases  in  diseases, 
where  oxygen  is  not  inhaled  in  sufficient  quantity,  as 
that  is  the  case  in  Pneumonia  and  pregnancy. 

But  that  argument  is  not  at  all  proving  the  asser- 
tion ;  for  1.  There  are  many  other  diseases,  too,  where  the 
quantity  of  fibrin  increases,  although  oxygen  is  sufficient- 
ly inhaled,  as  that  is  the  case. 

A.  In  such  inflammatory  fevers,  where  the  inflam- 
mation is  not  in  the  lungs,  but  in  some  other  organs. 
B.  In  Anaemic  and  Chlorosis  oxygen  is  also  inhaled  in 
sufficient  quantity,  and  nevertheless  fibrin  is  increasing. 
That  in  these  diseases  oxygen  is  inhaled  in  normal  quan- 
tity is  proved  from  the  normal  quantity  of  carbonic  acid 
which  is  exhaled,  and  the  normal  degree  of  temperature, 
but  as  carbonic  acid  and  warmth  are  resulting  from  the 
combustion  of  organic  substances  by  oxygen,  wc  can 
conclude  from  the  presence  of  the  same  quantity  of 
warmth  and  carbonic  acid  to  the  same  degree  of  com- 
bustion, and  from  them  to  the  presence  of  the  same 
quantity  of  oxygen.  That  will  find  a  thorough  exposi- 
tion on  another  occasion  of  this  treatise. 

2.  There  are  diseases,  in  which  fibrin  is  diminished,  al- 
though they  are  joined  very  often  with  pneumonia,  as  that 
is  the  case  in  typhus  fever,  and  other  toxaemic  diseases. 

3.  According  to  that  theory  fibrin  ought  to  increase 
very  much  in  diseases,  where  inhalation  of  oxygen  is 
entirely  suspended,  as  in  asphyxia;  and  nevertheless  we 
find  the  fibrin  rather  diminished. 

4.  The  arterial  blood  contains  more  fibrin  and  more 
oxygen  than  the  venous  blood,  and  according  to  that 
theory  of  fibrin  combustion,  the  contrary  ought  to  be 
the  case.  For  as  soon  as  oxygen  enters  the  arterial 
blood  in  the  lungs,  that  fibrin  which  comes  in  contact 
with  oxygen  would  be  burnt,  and  thus  the  blood  run- 
ning through  arteries  would  lose  a  great  deal  of  its  fi- 
brin till  it  reaches  the  veins. 

The  authors  of  that  hypothesis  had  the  intention  to 
cut  through  the  Gordian  knot  of  respiration,  by  attri- 
buting to  the  oxygen  the  functions  of  burning  fibrin, 
and  ridding  the  blood  of  a  dangerous  stuff ;  and  accord- 
ing to  them  only  for  that  purpose,  animals  are  com- 
pelled to  inhale  a  large  quantity  of  oxygen.  But  no 
Physiologist  of  any  value,  gave  his  adherance  to  that 
false  theory.  For  the  dangerous  influence  of  fibrin  can 
be  proved,  neither  a  priori  nor  a  posteriori.  But  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  most  probable,  that  fibrin  is  neces- 
sary to  the  formation  of  muscular  tissues. 
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Such  hypotheses  are  not  only  of  no  vaiye  to  any 
knowledge,  they  nre  even  very  dangerous  to  a  know- 
ledge like  medicine.  For  instead  of  dispersing  the 
clouds,  which  are  still  veiled  upon  the  greatest  part  of 
medical  science  they  serve  to  increase  the  chaos. 

The  way  on  which  red  particles  of  blood  are  ex- 
pended is  still  entirely  unknown.  Valentine  says, 
there  is  no  doubt,  that  the  red  particles  are  consumed, 
because,  otherwise,  the  blood  vessels  would  very  soon 
be  filled  with  them ;  as  we  are  certain  that  daily  new 
particles  are  formed.  But  we  do  not  know  where  they 
are  consumed,  whether  in  the  vessels  of  the  whole  body, 
or  in  the  vessels  of  only  one  organ.  But  as  all  parts 
of  the  body  are  injured  by  doing  their  function,  so  cer- 
tainly the  red  particles  too ;  for  inquiring  consequently 
in  the  way  the  red  particles  are  consumed,  we  have 
first  to  examine  their  function,  which  equally  is  not  yet 
ascertained.  It  is  beyond  doubt,  that  they  cannot  in 
normal  state  pass  the  pores  of  the  capillaries,  and  can 
for  that  reason  never  be  transformed  into  tissues ;  and 
nevertheless,  it  seems  that  they  are  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  the  animal  body,  as  they  form  the  greatest 
part  of  the  solid  matters  of  the  blood.  The  most  phy- 
siologists suggest,  that  the  red  particles  of  the  blood  are 
the  organs  of  respiration.  They  are  supposed  to  at- 
tract oxygen  of  the  atmosphere,  and  carry  it  to  all  parts 
of  the  animal  body,  where  they  attract  carbonic  acid 
and  carry  it  to  the  lungs,  where  they  exchange  it  with 
the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere. 

That  theory  is  supported  by  the  observation  that 
the  red  particles  change  color  by  changing  gas,  they  be- 
come light  red  by  attracting  oxygen  and  dismissing 
carbonic  acid,  and  become  darkened  by  attracting  car- 
bonic acid  and  dismissing  oxygen. 

But  it  is  easily  comprehended  that  such  an  argu- 
ment is  of  no  value.  For  a  property  of  a  body  is  never 
proving  for  its  destination;  a  wooden  house  is  not  made 
to  be  burnt,  although  the  wood  has  got  the  property 
to  be  burnt  by  fire.  The  properties  of  a  body  are  to  be 
attributed  to  the  parts  it  is  composed  of,  which  proper- 
ties can  never  cease,  as  long  as  the  body  will  remain  in 
the  same  composition,  although  the  body  can  serve  to 
many  purposes.  The  red  particles  could  be  destined 
by  nature  to  carry  gas,  without  having  the  property  of 
changing  color  by  changing  gas,  but  the  contrary  can 
also  be  the  case.  Henb  says,  "If  the  property  of 
changing  color  can  serve  as  an  argument  to  prove  the 
destination  of  the  red  particles,  we  can  attribute  to  them 
the  absorption  of  water  just  so  as  the  absorption  of  gas. 
For  they  change  as  well  color  by  absorbing  water  as  by 
absorbing  gas."  [Henb.Rationel  Patholog,  vol.  1,  p.87.J 

That  the  red  particles  have  not  the  function  of  ab- 
sorbing and  dismissing  gas,  will  be  proved  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  If  that  be  the  case,  it  would  follow  as  a  conse- 
quence, that  whensoever  those  particles  are  diminished, 
less  oxygen  is  absorbed,  and  combustion  which  depends 
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on  the  existence  of  oxygen,  decreases ;  the  production 
of  carbonic  acid,  and  the  evolution  of  heat,  both  de- 
pending on  combustion  must  decrease  too.  But  the  con- 
trary is  stated  by  experiments.  It  has  been  observed 
by  Hannover,  [Roser  and  Munderlich  Archiv.  184  0,  p. 
134,]  that  chloretic  individuals  respire  more  carbonic 
acid  than  other  individuals.  Andral  never  found  the 
temperature  decreasing  in  those  individuals. 

In  inflammatory  fevers  temperature  is  not  diminish- 
ed after  many  bleedings,  although  the  quantity  of  red 
particles  is  certainly  much  diminished.  But  not  only 
the  temperature,  and  the  quantity  of  the  removed  car- 
bonic acid  of  individuals  laboring  with  deficiency  of  red 
particles  are  proving  against  that  theory,  but  the  color 
of  the  blood  does  the  same.  For  the  color  of  the  blood 
of  chloretic  and  tuberculous  individuals  is  lighter  than 
in  genera],  -which  can  only  be  attributed  to  an  increase 
of  oxygen. 

2.  Infants  need  but  very  little  oxygen  for  sustain- 
ing life,  they  are  sometimes  covered,  and  prevented 
from  inhaling  a  fresh  air  for  hours,  without  suffering 
the  least  disadvantage  from  it ;  that  shows  that  infants 
need  but  a  small  quantity  of  oxygen  for  sustaining  life. 
That  is  also  proved  from  the  imperfect  state  of  their 
organs  of  respiration.  But  if  the  red  particles  would 
have  the  function  of  attracting  oxygen,  infants  ought  to 
be  possessed  but  of  a  small  quantity  of  those  particles, 
and  we  find  the  contrary,  they  are  endowed  with  more 
of  them  than  the  adult ;  and  certainly  nature  does  never 
operate  in  such  a  contradictory  way.  We  find  even 
that  those  children  who  have  got  a  small  quantity  of 
red  particles,  are  sickly  and  delicate,  and  candidates  for 
scrofula  and  tuberculosis. 

3.  It  is  observed  by  physiologists  that  all  indivi- 
duals with  strong  and  well  evoluted  muscles,  arc  also 
endowed  with  a  large  quantity  of  red  particles,  and  on 
the  contrary,  delicate  and  weak  persons  have  got  but  a 
small  quantity  of  them.  That  is  a  rule  without  an  ex- 
ception. If  red  particles  have  no  function  p  the  de- 
partment of  nutrition,  the  coincidence  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  those  particles  with  the  robust  and  athletic  con- 
stitution, and  their  deficiency  with  a  weak  and  delicate 
one,  is  hardly  comprehended.  How  contribute  red  par- 
ticles to  the  evolution  of  muscles,  if  they  do  nothing 
else  than  carry  gas. 

4.  The  experiments  of  Brunner  and  Valentin  prove 
that  the  red  particles  have  not  more  influence  on  the 
respiration  than  the  other  parts  of  the  blood.  These 
physiologists  found  that  respiration  is  nothing  else  than 
the  physical  process  of  Diffusion  of  gas,  according  to 
which,  every  fluid,  of  whatsoever  properties,  and  of 
whatsoever  elements,  running  through  the  lungs  would 
effect  the  same  exchange  of  gas.  If  water  would  run 
through  the  lungs  impregnated  with  the  same  quantity 
of  carbonic  acid,  it  would  affect  respiration,  would  re- 
pel the  same  quantity  of  carbonic  acid,  and  absorb  the 

j  same  quantity  of  oxygen  that  blood  does.    It  is  here- 


190 


THE  NEW-YORK 


tofore  certain  that  the  red  particles  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  only  parts  which  effect  respiration.  If 
they  influence  respiration,  they  do  not  do  it  with  pre- 
ference, not  more  than  the  other  parts  of  the  blood. 

But  the  coincidence  of  an  abundance  of  red  particles 
with  robust  and  athletic  constitutions,  and  a  deficiency 
of  them  with  weak  and  decrepit  ones,  shows  that  the 
red  particles  have  their  function  in  the  process  of  nutri- 
tion and  evolution  of  the  body.  For  comprehending  the 
way  they  influence  nutrition,  we  have  to  consider  the 
way  that  process  is  carried  on.  It  is  an  indisputable 
fact,  that  the  system  of  blood-vessels  neither  interrupts 
nor  communicates  with  other  systems  except  with  the 
large  ductus  of  the  lymphatic  system ;  that  the  blood 
can  never  leave  the  vessels  in  health  but  by  passing 
through  the  pores  of  the  vessels  ;  and  that  nutrition  is 
only  effected  by  the  blood  which  passes  through  the 
pores  of  the  vessels  into  the  parenehyma  of  the  organs. 
It  follows  that  nutrition  depends  on  a  sufficient  exten- 
sion of  the  capillaries.  For  if  the  vessels  be  not  suffi- 
ciently extended,  very  little  nutritious  matter  can  pass 
through  their  contracted  pores.  But  the  sufficient  ex- 
tension of  the  capillaries  is  not  only  necessary  in  regard 
to  the  quantity,  but  also  in  regard  to  the  quality  of  the 
blood ;  through  small  pores  can  only  pass  a  blood, 
which  contains  but  very  little  nutrious  matters.  That 
is  proved  by  the  experiments  of  Kursehner,  Liebig,  and 
Bruck.  These  physiologists  have  observed  that  through 
small  pores,  only  water  and  dissolved  salts  can  pass ; 
but  the  pores  must  reach  a  certain  degree  of  extension 
for  transmitting  albumen  and  they  must  be  still  more  ex- 
tended to  afford  a  passage  to  fibrin.  [Wagner  Hand- 
worterbuch  der  Physiolog.  vol.  1,  p.  62. — Liebig  Un- 
tersuchungen  iiber  einige  Ursachen  der  Siiftebewegung, 
1846,  p.  6.]  Bruck's  experiments  especially  are  very 
valuable  in  that  respect.  He  says  "  We  can  draw  from 
these  experiments  the  following  conclusion  :  It  is  depen- 
dant on  the  distension  of  organic  membranes  whether 
only  water  and  dissolved  salts,  or  albumen,  and  fibrin 
can  pass  through  them.  (Bruck  de  diffusione  humorum 
per  septa*aortua  and  viva  Berolini,  1842,  p.  35.) 

The  mucus  of  the  nose  is  in  winter  thin  and  drop- 
ping, containing  a  great  deal  of  common  salt;  and  very 
little  albumen,  in  summer  it  is  thick,  sticking  and  con- 
taining very  little  of  that  salt,  but  much  of  albumen. 
Because  in  winter  the  capillaries  of  the  mucus  mem- 
brane of  the  nose  being  contracted,  does  not  allow  to 
pass  only  water  and  dissolved  salt;  but  in  summer  the 
pores  of  that  membrane  being  now  opened  by  the  heat, 
gives  passage  to  thicker  substances  too. 

It  is  accordingly  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the 
nutrition  of  tissues  that  the  capillaries  be  sufficiently  dis- 
tended ;  as  only  their  albumen  and  fibrin  can  pass  into 
the  parenehyma ;  but  if  they  are  but  very  little  extend- 
ed, neither  albumen  or  fibrin,  but  water  and  dissolved 
salts  can  pass,  which  substances  do  not  afford  matters 
for  nutrition  of  tissues.  It  follows  that  all  such  bodies, 
which  effect  the  distention  of  the  capillaries,  afford  by 


doing  so,  assistance  to  the  nutrition  of  tissues,  ^e 
shall  show  that  the  red  particles  of  the  blood  do  dis- 
tend the  capillaries.  For  a  great  many  red  particles 
have  got  a  larger  diameter  than  a  great  many  capillaries  : 
the  red  particles  in  men  measure  in  their  diameter  from 
TTrVs  to  aim  of  an  English  inch  ;  the  capillaries  of  the 
brain  of  men  have  got  a  diamenter  of  jiVo,  the  diame- 
ter of  the  capillaries  of  the  mucus  membrane  of  the 
large  intestines  is  from  ^Vi  to  i^vs-  It  is  a  matter  of 
course,  that  when  particles  are  pressed  through  capil- 
laries, which  are  of  a  smaller  diameter  than  themselves, 
they  must  either  contract  in  their  breadth,  or  extend 
the  capillaries ;  but  the  former  cannot  be  the  case,  for 
the  blood  is  pressed  through  the  capillaries  by  the  con- 
tractions of  the  heart  and  the  arteries,  it  has  conse- 
quently the  pressing  force  behind,  and  a  body  which  is 
pressed  behind,  cannot  grow  longer,  as  the  force  by 
which  it  is  pressed,  is  operating  in  his  back,  and  for 
growing  longer  his  back  must  go  backwards.  But  the 
contrary  must  take  place,  if  the  body  is  an  elastic  one, 
like  the  red  particles  are,  and  his  breadth  must  increase, 
and  his  length  decrease.  It  is  therefore  beyond  doubt 
that  the  red  corpuscles,  while  being  in  circulation,  never 
grow  smaller,  and  if  they  pass  through  capillaries,  which 
are  smaller  than  themselves,  they  extend  such  capilla- 
ries. That  can  be  seen  by  pressing  an  elastic  globe 
through  an  elastic  tube,  whose  breadth  diameter  is  less 
than  that  of  the  globe,  the  globe  as  well  as  the  tube 
grows  larger.  It  makes  no  difference  what  kind  of 
stuff  the  pressing  force  is  composed  of,  if  it  is  a  club  or 
a  membranous  body. 

(To  be  continued) 


College   of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

The  Circular  of  this  Institution,  with  the  catalogue 
of  officers,  announcement  of  lectures,  <fec.  for  the  ses- 
sion of  1852-3  has  been  issued.  By  this  document  it 
will  be  seen  that  arrangements  have  been  made  to 
superadd  to  the  regular  course,  a  general  outline  of 
Natural  History,  includiug  Philosophical  Botany  and 
Zoology.  One  evening  in  each  week  is  to  be  thus  oc- 
cupied, by  Drs.  Torrey,  Gilman,  Clark,  and  Bartlett, 
thus  combining  instruction  with  entertainment,  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  appreciated  by  the  students  of  the 
college.  We  predict  a  larger  class  than  ever  for  this 
school,  now  that  the  days  of  humbuggery  are  num- 
bered, by  the  exposure  of  the  quackeries  which  have  so 
long  retarded  medical  education  in  New-York.  No 
school  can  longer  survive  in  New- York  by  vaporing 
flourishes,  which  are  now  beginning  to  be  understood 
by  the  profession  at  home  and  abroad  to  be  only  a 
farce,  and  to  end  in  gas.  Those  schools  and  those  only 
deserve  to  be  sustained,  which  are  conducted  in  confor- 
mity to  our  Code  of  Ethics,  or  in  which  the  morale  of 
the  profession  is  not  habitually  disregarded,  or  reck- 
lessly outraged  by  any  member  retained  in  its  Faculty. 
Verbum  sat. 
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Spirits  Rapping. 

We  learn  by  the  Opal,  published  by  the  inmates  of 
the  State  Lunatic  Asylum  atUiica,  that  there  are  in  that 
refuge  at  present,  14  victims  of  this  stupid  and  infa- 
mous imposture,  whose  insanity  is  ascribable  to  this 
source.  This  is  only  the  beginning  of  the  end.  "  When- 
ever any  man  professes  to  be  wiser  or  better  than  the 
Bible,  he  is  sure  to  be  wrong,"  and  all  such  are  either 
knaves  or  fools,  or  a  little  of  both.  Knavery  on  such 
subjects,  seems  to  be  judicially  visited  by  the  terrible 
retribution  of  Insanity.  "Quem  Deus  vult  perdere, 
prius  dementat,"  is  thus  literally  fulfilled.  Let  the  mul- 
titudes now  on  the  threshold  of  this  delusion  all  over 
our  country,  beware!  All  who  make  gain  of  this  high-  j 
handed  iniquity,  or  give  countenance  to  those  who  do,  I 
are  assuming  a  fearful  responsibility. 


Dr.  Gardette 

of  Philadelphia  has  published  a  pamphlet  on  the  pro- 
fessional education  of  Dentists,  in  which  he  espouses  the 
views  of  Dr.  Trenor  with  signal  ability.  Our  limits  pre- 
clude extracts  for  the  present.  The  whole  may  be 
found  in  the  Medical  Examiner  for  June. 


[From  the  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians.  Philadelphia.  1 

Instrument  in  cases  of  Retroverted  Uterus. 

Dr.  M.  asked  leave  to  present  to  the  Fellows  ano- 
ther instrument.  Very  long  and  considerable  expe- 
rience in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  women  had  con- 
vinced him,  he  remarked,  that  the  major  part  of  them 
originated  in  displacements  of  the  womb,  especially  in 
retroversion  of  that  organ.  Nothing  can  now  make  him 
believe  that  he  is  wrong  in  supposing  that  seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  the  sexual  diseases  of  non-gravid  women,  for 
which  medical  men  are  appealed  to  to  treat,  consist  in, 
or  are  an  aggravation  of,  retioversio  uteri.  Assuredly 
he  has  found  retroversion  in  three  out  of  every  four 
persons  who  have  thus  appealed  to  him  for  many 
years,  and  that,  whether  the  cases  have  been  regarded 
as  leucorrhcea,  dysmenorrhcea,  menorrhagia,  prolapsus, 
tumor,  <fec.  &c. 

Like  other  medical  people,  he  has  found  these  cases 
very  troublesome,  and  difficult  to  cure  by  the  various 
apparatuses  proposed  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates. 
He  has,  in  some  instances,  found  it  impossible  by 
means  of  the  instruments  proposed  to  maintain  the 
uterus  in  situ  naturale,  that  is,  with  the  os  tincee  within 
the  natural  distance  from  the  fourth  segment  of  the  sa- 
crum. 

The  cause  of  this  difficulty  he  has  conceived  to  be 
that,  in  a  woman  who  has  long  labored  under  retrover- 
sion, or  in  whom  the  os  uteri  has  rested  for  months,  or 
for  years,  close  to  the  symphisis,  the  anterior  column  of 
the  vagina  has  become  so  condensed  by  the  operation 
of  the  law  of  contractility  par  defaut  d' 'extension,  as 
Bichat  calls  it,  that,  when  the  surgeon  has  reposited 
the  womb,  and  conducted  the  cervix  backwards  to  its 
place  near  the  lower  end  of  the  sacrum,  and  placed  a 


globe,  an  oviform,  or  other  pessary  there  to  retain  it 
in  its  place,  the  condensed  anterior  columna  vagina 
slowly  but  surely  contracts  like  a  piece  of  caoutchouc, 
and  pulls  the  os  again  forwards  over  and  above  the 
pessary,  whereupon  the  retroversion  instantly  takes 
place,  the  round  ligaments,  Arc.  being  too  relaxed  to 
prevent  the  fall.  In  this  condition,  the  patient  begins 
to  suffers  worse  pains  than  before,  having  to  contend 
not  only  wih  her  retroversion,  but  the  evil  effects  of 
the  instrument  besides. 

As  the  antero-posterior  diameter  of  the  pelvis  is 
four  and  a  half  inches,  it  is  clear  that  any  apparatus 
designed  to  hold  the  cervix  in  a  position  near  the  apex 
of  the  sacrum,  must  be  a  large  instrument.  But  when 
large,  the  adjustment  of  them  is  painful — or  even,  in 
some  instances,  impracticable.  It  has  been  long  a  de- 
sideratum to  obtain  an  elastic  ring  that  can  be  com- 
pressed into  a  very  narrow  oval,  for  the  adjustment, 
and  may  afterwards  be  allowed  to  expand  again  into  a 
circle. 

No  person  has  yet  invented  such  an  elastic  pessary 
as  may  safely  be  adjusted  and  left  in  situ  for  an  indefi- 
nite period. 

The  pessary,  made  of  a  bit  of  watch-spring  bent 
into  a  ring,  and  rivetted,  then  served  with  cord  or  bob- 
bin, and  afterwards  imbibed  full  of  boiling  virgin  wax, 
is  a  perfect  instrument  for  this  object,  save  that  it  re- 
quires too  frequent  renewal,  which  is  disagreeable  and 
even  offensive  to  delicacy,  since  in  all  such  opei-ations 
it  is  desirable  to  have  done  with  them  at  once,  if  it  be 
possible. 

Some  time  since,  Mr.  Joseph  Warner,  at  Dr.  M.'s 
suggestion,  took  a  tube  nine  inches  long — the  size  of  a 
swan's  quill.  It  was  bent  into  a  ring,  the  ends  being 
united  by  silver  solder.  It  was  fire  guilt,  and  when 
completed  weighed  seventy-two  grains. 

If  such  a  ring  be  made  with  absolutely  purer  silver, 
having  no  alloy,  it  is  almost  as  pliable  as  a  block-tin 
bougie.  The  ring  may  be  compressed  betwixt  the 
hands  into  a  very  narrow  oval,  so  as  to  admit. of  a  pain- 
less adjustment,  and  then  moulded  or  pulled  into  its 
circular  form  again,  after  it  has  taken  its  place  in  the 
vagina. 

Suppose  such  a  silver-gilt  ring,  three  inches  in  dia- 
meter, to  rest  one  arc  behind  the  symphysis  pubis,  and 
with  the  opposite  arc  to  lie  in  the  posterior  cul-de  sac 
of  the  vagina,  just  behind  the  cervix  uteri — is  it  not 
manifest  that  it  will  effectually  tie  the  os  to  a  place 
near  enough  to  the  apex  of  the  sacrum — keep  the 
fundus  up  and  in  the  axis  of  the  plane  of  the  superior 
strait — and  thus  not  only  give  time  for  the  ligaments 
rotunda  to  recover  their  density,  but  overcome  this 
long,  habitual  condensation  of  the  anterior  columna 
vagina?  ? 

Dr.  M.  believed  that  no  case  of  retroversio  uteri, 
unattended  with  enormous  hypertrophy  or  heterologue 
development  of  the  womb,  can  fail  to  be  cured  by  a. 


198 


THE  NEW- YORK 


discreet  use  of  this  instrument ;  nor  does  he  believe 
that  about  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  sexual  maladies 
•will  yield  to  any  treatment  unless  aided  by  some  such 
internal  truss. 

The  replacement  and  retension  of  the  dislocated 
■womb  in  its  natural  position  were,  Dr.  Meigs  remarked, 
of  vast  importance,  as  well  as  to  relieve  the  female  in 
■whom  the  displacement  has  occurred  from  much  dis- 
tress and  suffering,  as  to  ensure  the  snfety  of  the  organ 
itself.  The  uterus  is  subject,  physiologically,  to  fre- 
quent states  of  congestion  and  hypertrophy.  During 
pregnancy,  -we  find  it  to  become  hypertrophied  to  a 
very  great  extent.  But  this  being  strictly  a  physiolo- 
gical condition,  it  ceases  as  soon  as  the  necessity  for  its 
continuance  is  removed.  Thus,  after  the  maturation  of 
the  ovum  and  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus,  the  uterus 
begins  to  lose  its  increased  bulk,  and  in  forty  days 
returns  in  general  to  its  normal,  non-hypertrophied 
condition. 

But  this  very  physiological  tendency  to  augmenta- 
tion of  vascularity  and  bulk  renders  it  liable  to  similar 
pathological  conditions  from  the  various  irritations  and 
injuries  to  which  it  is  subjected.  When  retroverted, 
the  womb  is  in  a  state  of  irritation,  and  liable  to  become 
hypertrophied,  a  condition  from  which  it  cannot  be 
relieved,  so  long  as  the  retroversion  continues,  by  any 
course  of  treatment  short  of  replacement  and  retension 
in  its  natural  position  ;  but  let  this  once  be  effected, 
and  the  womb  hastens  to  disgorge  itself,  the  abnormal 
amount  of  matter  which  has  been  deposited  in  its  tis- 
sue disappears,  and  it  speedily  returns  to  its  natural 
size  and  condition. 


From  the  N.  O.  Medical  Register. 

Microscopic  Observations  on  the  Blood, 

BY  PROF.  J.   L.  RIDDELL. 

Dear  Sir  : — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I 
make  you  a  statement  of  the  apparent  structure  of  hu- 
man blood  corpuscles,  as  seen  through  the  last  and  best 
of  Spencer's  Objectives.  The  glass  in  my  possession, 
finished  about  a  month  ago,  is  rated  by  Spencer  as  a 
sixteenth.  Its  angle  of  aperture  is  174°.  It  defines 
the  most  difficult  of  that  most  difficult  test,  Gramma- 
tophora  subtilissima,  by  diffuse  day  light,  without  the 
use  of  condensers.  He  assures  me  it  is  the  best  he  has 
yet  made ;  and  if  so,  it  is  the  best  microscopic  lens  in 
the  world. 

Blood  corpuscules  are  seen  to  contain  a  variable 
number  (a  dozen  or  so,)  of  nuclei,  which  give  a  steilated 
or  mulberry  outline  and  surface  to  the  corpuscle,  when 
the  enveloping  membrane  contracts  by  exosmosis.  But 
more  interesting  by  far,  is  the  appearance  of  compara- 
tively minute  nucleoli,  which  are  clearly  brought  to 
sight  in  all  blood  corpuscles  without  exception,  by  bring- 
ing in  contact  with  the  blood,  tincture  of  iodine  diluted 
with  water.  The  number  of  these  visible  nucleoli  in 
in  each  corpuscle  amounts  to  hundreds.  So  far  as  I 
have  examined  in  like  manner  the  blood  of  other  ani- 


mals, the  same  structure  is  discernable.  I  have  not  yet 
examined  the  matter  closely  enough  to  demonstrate  ab- 
solutely, that  this  appearance  is  to  be  referred  to  pre- 
existing structure  rendered  visible  by  the  coloring  influ- 
ence of  the  iodine.  It  may  possibly  be  due  to  the  pre- 
cipitation of  albumen.  However  this  may  be,  we  may 
safely  affirm  that  a  blood  corpuscle  is  a  highly  orga- 
nized cellular  body.  Yours  truly, 

Dn.  A.  F.  Axson,  J.  L.  IllDDELL. 

University  of  La.  May  2C,  1852. 


Note. — The  lens  used  by  Prof.  Riddell  in  making  tho 
observations  recorded  above,  is  admitted  by  all  who  have 
examined  objects  through  it,  by  Prof.  Jones,  who  is  one  of 
our  experts  in  microscopy,  by  Prof.  Hunt,  as  well  as  by  tho 
maker  of  it,  Spencer,  to  be  the  very  best  in  the  city,  and  per- 
haps the  best  ever  made  by  him.  It  certainly  displays  what 
Prof.  Riddell  regards  it,  by  far  the  most  interesting  feature 
in  connection  with  human  blood,  and  what  he  unhesitatingly 
calls  its  nucleoli,  in  a  very  clear  and  palpable  manner.  This 
was  seen  repeatedly  by  myself,  and  in  a  manner  distinct  and 
well  defined.  But  we  acknowledge  to  some  hesitaney  in  ad- 
mitting what  we  saw  as  nucleoli,  and  our  doubts  repose 
mainly  upon  what  has  been  demonstrated  by  Wharton  Jones 
and  Paget  as  the  order  of  the  development  of  the  blood  and 
the  different  phases  it  presents  not  only  in  the  different  or- 
ders of  animals  below  the  mammalia  in  the  vertebrated  class, 
but  at  different  periods  in  these  latter  from  cinbroynic  to 
complete  life;  and  partly  upon  the  observations  of  Maudl  on 
human  blood,  as  seen  through  the  microscope,  as  far  back  as 
'43.  We  shall  briefly  let  these  several  authorities  record  our 
doubts,  at  the  same  time  we  are  free  to  admit  that  we  are 
not  so  completely  enslaved  to  the  authority  of  names  as  to 
be  unwilling  to  admit  that  an  important  discovery  has  been 
made,  because  it  happens  to  be  made  at  home  and  by  one  of 
our  cotemporarics. 

Mandl  ascribes  the  appearance  which  we  recognized,  and 
which  is  well  drawn  in  the  Plates  of  his  work,  to  the  act  of 
dessiccation  and  decomposition  of  the  blood  globule,.and  in- 
deed the  fact  of  their  not  being  immediately  perceptible 
when  placed  in  the  field  of  the  lens,  but  becoming  more  so, 
progressively  as  time  elapses  or  the  iodine  is  added,  gives 
strength  to  this  assumption.  But  we  shall  let  him  speak  for 
himself.  "Les  changements  que  s'operent  dans  les  globules 
par  lc  dessechement,  par  leur  decomposition  dans  le  serum 
sanguin  ou  par  Taction  de  substances  etrangcres  sont  tres 
remarquablcs.  La  decomposition  des  globules  sanguinis  s'o- 
pere  tres-vite,  surtout  en  etc  ;  elle  est  probablement  produito 
par  l'alteration  du  serum.  Les  globules  deviennent  crencles 
sur  leurs  bords;  il  se  forme  des  plis  qui  se  continuent  jusqu'a 
quelque  distance  vers  le  centre,  et  qui  on  ete  pris  par  quel- 
ques  autcurs  pour  des  compartiments  internes.  Peu  a  peu 
ces  plis  divisent  plus  profondement la  membrane  du  globule; 
le  bord  parait  alors  compose  de  petits  granules  (8  a  10  chez 
rhomme)  quand  la  decomposition  est  plus  av.mcee,  la  forme 
normale  primitive  du  globule  se  trouve  encore  plus  profonde- 
ment alteree ;  enfin  il  se  dissout  entierement.  La  desiccation 
produit  aussi  des  crenclures  sur  les  bords.  Dans  les  globules 
ronds  on  trouve  seulement  quelque  fois  un  petit  granule  cen- 
tral, qui  d'autrefois  n'existe  point  ou  nc  se  produit  que  lors- 
qu'on  fait  dessecher  les  globules.  De  la  les  diverses  opinions 
des  autcurs  sur  la  presence  ou  Tabscnce  d'un  noyau  central 
dans  les  globules  des  mammifercs."  Pages  248  et  250  Ma- 
nuel D'Anatomie  General.  In  the  beautiful  plates  to  Donne 
and  Foucoult's  Cours  do  Microscopic,  the  identical  changes 
on  the  face  of  the  globule  are  given  with  perfect  distinctness, 
and  by  them  regarded  as  arising  from  the  process  of  dessic- 
cation. But  the  most  forcible  argument  against  the  infe- 
rence of  nucleoli,  as  I  conceive,  is  derived  from  the  order  of 
development  of  the  blood  globule  in  man  from  embryonic  to 
perfect  life.  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  give  Mr.  Paget's  ob- 
servations in  his  own  words.  "  The  development,"  says  he 
"  of  the  first  set  of  blood  corpuscles  appears  to  be  uniform  in 
all  the  classes  of  the  vertebrata ;  namely,  in  all  from  the  em- 
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bryo-cells  of  the  vitelline  membrane  or  germinal  area  into 
nucleated  red  blood-cells,  the  principle  visible  changes,  being 
the  disappearance  of  granules,  the  greater  prominence  of  the 
nucleus,  and  the  acquirement  of  color.  And  in  their  most 
perfect  state  the  corpuscles  of  the  first  set  are  in  all  the  ver- 
tebrate classes  nucleated  cells.  Those  of  the  human  embryo 
are  circular,  thickly  disk-shaped,  full-colored,  and  on  an  ave- 
rage about  one-twenty-five-hundredth  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 
Their  nuclei,  which  are  about  one-five-thousandth  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  are  central  circular,  very  little  prominent  on  the 
surfaces  of  the  cell,  and  apparently  slightly  granular  or  tu- 
berculated."  This  is  the  first  state  of  the  development  of 
the  blood  corpuscle  in  the  vertebral  class  :  a  second,  says  Pa- 
get, '.'  follows  as  soon  as  lymph  and  chyle  begin  to  form  and 
be  added  to  the  blood,  the  corpuscles  of  which  soon  super- 
sede those  produced  in  the  manner  just  described.  After  once 
appearing,  the  new  blood  corpuscles  seem  exclusively  de- 
rived from  these  lymph  and  chyle  corpuscles.  These  two 
sets  of  corpuscles  appear  mingled  in  the  blood  for  a  short 
time,  but  not  longer  than  in  a  human  embryo  two  months  old, 
unless  in  cases  of  arrested  development.  While  the  red  cor- 
puscle of  the  first  set  are  always  characterized  by  their  larger 
size  and  their  nuclei,  those  of  the  second  set  in  man  clear 
up,  acquire  a  uniform  color,  and  become  the  homogeneous 
contents  of  a  cell  without  nucleus."  lie  adds,  "for  though 
the  nucleated  cell  is  commonly  regarded  as  a  higher  develop- 
ment than  the  cell  without  a  nucleus,  yet,  since  in  the  blood 
of  the  mammalian  embryo  the  latter  supersedes  the  former, 
and  is  adapted  to  the  general  advance  of  development,  we 
may  be  sure  that  in  this  instance  at  least,  the  cell  without  a 
nucleus  is  the  higher  form."  Yet  we  are  open  to  conviction, 
and  hope  that  our  contributer  will  diversify  and  systematize 
his  observation,  and  give  them  in  such  form  as  will  cause 
other  observers  to  re-examine  the  grounds  on  which  our  pre- 
sent opinions  repose.  He  has  the  ability  and  leisure  to  do 
this,  and,  we  trust,  the  inclination  and  will. — Ed. 


Hospital  for  Drnnkards. 

When  the  Legislature,  or  private  chanty,  shall  pro- 
vide a  receptacle  for  that  degraded  portion  of  society, 
drunkards,  it  will  be  a  triumph  of  benevolence,  and  the 
Institution  will  doubtless  be  filled.  For  years  past,  the 
subject  has  been  agitated  ;  but  beyond  suggestions,  and 
strong  hopes,  nothing  has  been  accomplished.  It  is 
now  a  settled  opinion  that  intemperance  is  a  fixed  dis- 
ease, for  which  there  is  no  remedy,  and  humanity  and 
economy  suggest  that  asylums  should  be  reared  for 
housing  and  giving  employment  to  such  as  cannot  be 
provided  for  by  their  friends.  As  the  whole  ground 
has  been  repeatedly  gone  over,  and  enough  written  in 
favor  of  the  project,  if  it  is  ever  to  be  undertaken,  by 
this  or  any  other  State,  a  further  discussion  would  be 
useless.  Physicians  trace  many  an  ill  to  that  great 
fountain  of  disease,  gross  violations  of  the  laws  of  health, 
through  habitual  tippling,  and  the  poor-houses  arc  filled 
with  living  evidence  of  the  physical  and  mental  debility, 
to  say  nothing  of  poverty  and  crime,  that  is  referable  to 
this  growing  vice  of  the  land.  We  commiserate  the 
Chinese  opium  smoker,  who  is  supposed  to  be  ignorant 
of  the  effects  of  his  besetting  sin ;  but  we  deserve  no 
compassion.  Position,  education,  social  relations  or  fa- 
mily obligations,  have  no  restraining  power,  and  the  in- 
ebriate drops  himself  down  into  a  premature  grave. 
We  should  like  to  have  something  done  as  well  as  said, 
in  regard  to  such  a  public  receptacle,  on  account  of  the 

moral  effects  it  might  have.  Boston  Journal. 


The  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Blind,  Insane  and  Idiotic  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Washington  National  Intelligencer  publishes  a 
tabular  statement  compiled  from  the  Seventh  Census, 
showing  the  number  of  deaf  and  dumb,  blind,  insane 
and  idiotic  persons  in  the  United  States.  The  aggre- 
gate of  the  deaf  and  dumb  persons  in  the  United  States 
is  10,103— of  whom  5,231  are  white  males,  4,519  are 
white  females,  354  colored  males,  and  280  colored 
females.  The  aggregate  of  blind  persons  is  9,702— of 
whom  4,519  are  white  males,  and  3,478  white  females. 
The  aggregate  of  insane  persons  is  14,708— of  whom 
7,069  are  white  males,  and  7,4  50  white  females.  Of 
idiotic  persons  the  aggregate  is  25,706— of  whom 
8,276  are  white  males,  and  6,944  white  females.  The 
total  aggregate  of  persons  suffering  under  the  afflictions 
enumerated  is  51,279— of  46,852  arc  whites,  and 
4,427  colored.  This  would  seem  to  indicate,  says  the 
Baltimore  American,  that  the  blacks  suffer  but  slightly 
from  those  afflictions  which  are  generally  considered 
the  most  calamitous  to  which  human  nature  is  liable. 


Epidemic  Diseases  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  .Michigan. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation the  undersigned  was  reappointed  chairman  of  a 
committee  to  report  upon  the  Epidemic  Diseases  of 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Association  to  be  held  in  New-York,  in  May  next.  In 
fulfilling  the  object  enjoined  upon  the  chairman,  he  lias 
appointed  N.  Johnson,  M.  D.  of  Cambridge  City,  Ind. 
Z.  Pitcher,  M.  D.  of  Detroit  Michigan,  and  D.  Tilden, 
M.  D.  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  as  members  of  the  committee. 
It  is  desirable  that  as  complete  a  report  as  possible  be 
made,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  profession  in  these 
states  is  therefore  most  earnestly  requested.  Infor- 
mation is  especially  desired  on  the  following  subjects: 

Epidemic  Cholera,  Typhus  and  Typh.  Fevers. 

Cholera  Infantum,  Hooping  Cough, 

Diarrhoea,  Influenza, 

Dysentery,  Measles, 

Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever, 

Interm.  and  Rem.  Fev.     Small  Pox,  &c. 
Any  other  form  of  disease  appearing  as  nn  epidemic 
will  be  understood  as  being  included  along  with  the. 
above. 

The  points  of  greatest  interest  to  which  attention  is 
particularly  invited  arc,  Causes  giving  rise  to  and  favor- 
ing the  propagation  of  disease  or  checking  its  progress; 
Prophylactics ;  Influence  of  Age,  Sex  and  Nativity ; 
Prominent  Symptoms;  Extent  of  Prevalence;  Propor- 
tional Mortality;  Post  mortem  appearances;  Treatment; 
Duration  of  individual  cases  of  disease;  and  any  other 
points  that  may  in  any  way  bear  upon  the  subject,  such 
as  Soil ;  Geological  formations  (illustrated  by  a  map 
when  practicable);  Natural  Productions;  Condition  as  to 
Improvement;  Water;  Meteorological  Observations,  Ac. 

Itis  preferred  that  reports  be  made  to  Jan.  1st  1853, 
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including  the  previous  year.  If  any  remarkable  visi- 
tations of  disease  should  have  occurred  previously  to 
that  time,  an  account  of  them  will  be  acceptable,  care- 
fully designating  the  day  of  occurrence. 

General  Medical  History,  also  of  the  changes  which 
have  occurred  in  particular  districts  in  diseases  since  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  will  be  gladly  received. 

It  is  desirable  that  all  reports  made  to  the  com- 
mittee may  be  forwarded  so  that  they  may  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  chairman  by  the  loth  of  January  1853. 

The  Chairman  takes  this  method  of  thanking  those 
physicians  who  sent  him  conti  ibutions  for  last  year's  re- 
port, and  hopes  that  they  may  repeat  them  for  the  pre- 
sent year. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  appeal  to  the  profession  will  be 
responded  to,  and  that  every  member  will  feel  himself 
called  upon  to  contribute  something  to  the  general  fund 
of  knowledge  on  these  subjects. 
Contributions  may  be  sent  to 

Geo.  Mendenhaix,  M.  D.  Chm'n. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Z.  Pitcher,  M.  D.  Detroit,  Mich. 
N.  Johnson,  M.  D.  Cambridge  City. 
D.  Tii.de n,  M.  D.  Sandusky,  0. 

[Wayne  Co.,  Ia. 

P.  S.  The  committee  would  respectfully  solicit  the 
aid  of  Count}' and  other  Medical  Societies;  which  can 
be  efficiently  rendered  by  members  making  brief  reports 
of  the  diseases  of  their  respective  neighborhoods  to  the 
secretaries,  who  can  condense  them  and  furnish  the  re- 
sult to  the  committee. 


From  Dr.  Milroy's  Pamphlet  on  Cholera. 

After  this  brief  sketch  of  a  disease  whose  history, 
in  more  respects  than  one,  presents  a  striking  analogy 
to  that  with  which  we  are  more  immediately  concerned, 
the  reader  will,  I  trust,  be  better  enabled  to  follow  me 
in  the  examination  of  the  very  important  question — 
How  is  the  epidemic  cholera  conveyed  from  one  part 
or  region  of  the  world  to  another?  And  here  I  cannot 
but  remark  in  limine  that  very  much  of  the  error  and 
misconception,  which  have  prevailed  on  this  subject,  has 
arisen  from  the  contracted  and  unwise  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  looked  at.  It  has  been  far  too  generally 
supposed  that  there  can  be  only  two  views  of  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration,  and  that  one  alone  of  these 
can  be  right,  the  other  being  consequently  wrong;  — 
either  that  the  disease  is  infectious,*  and  therefore  that 
its  diffusion  is  owing  to  its  being  transmitted  from  one 
person  or  body  of  persons  to  another ;  or  that  it  is  not 
infectious,  and  therefore  that  its  spreading  must  be  due 
to  some  other  agency.  Hence  has  arisen  the  division 
of  medical  men  into  infectionists  and  non-infectionists, 
as  if  there  was  necessarily  a  broad  and  well-marked 

*  I  need  scarcely  say  that  Cholera  is  not  contagious — using 
this  word  in  its  proper  sense  of  "  communicable  by  contact " — and 
that  scarcely  any  one  now  holds  the  extravagant  notion  of  its  ever 
being  transmitted  by  Jbmites. 


line  of  demarcation  between  the  opinions  of  the  two 
parties.  I  am  not  speaking,  be  it  remembered,  of  the 
advice  founded  upon  these  opinions,  but  simply  of  the 
opinions  themselves,  as  a  subject  of  philosophical  inqui- 
ry. Now,  is  it  not  the  case  that  a  disease,  although  not 
primarily  or  essentially  infectious,  may  acquire  this  qua- 
lity under  certain  circumstances  and  in  peculiar  condi- 
tions ]  Is  it  not  admitted  by  almost  every  medical  man 
in  the  present  day,  that  Erysipelas  and  Dysentary,  for 
example,  are  occasionally  liable  to  become  communica- 
ble in  this  manner? — and  yet  no  one  would  dream  of 
making  infection  a  necessary  attribute  of  either  of  these 
diseases. 

In  my  remarks  on  the  Influenza,  I  have  said  that  it 
is  scarcely,  if  at  all,  infectious.  That  it  sometimes  ap- 
pears to  be  so,  cannot  be  disputed;  for  it  has  been  over 
and  over  again  observed  that,  when  a  person,  laboring 
under  this  disease,  has  entered  a  house  as  yet  free  from 
it,  tlie  inmates  have  become  effected  before  the  epidemic, 
had  fairly  manifested  itself  among  the  neighbors.  But 
then,  as  Dr.  Copland*  very  justly  observes,  "  it  must 
be  conceded  that  this  infection  was  a  very  subordinate 
cause  to  that  upon  which  the  epidemic  principally  de- 
pended, and  that  it  was  merely  a  concurrent  and  con- 
tingent circumstance  in  the  diffusion  of  the  complaint." 
To  the  same  effect,  Dr.  Hancock,  another  most  able  wri- 
ter upon  the  subject,  says  : — "Upon  the  whole,  it  would 
appear  that  some  general  cause,  if 'not  originating,  at 
least  subsisting  in  the  atmosphere,  and  depending  upon 
its  changes,  progressive  also  in  its  movements  from 
place  to  place  and  from  country  to  country,  gives  rise 
to  the  disease ;  but  that  it  is  probable  that  a  limited 
propagation  also  lakes  place  by  personal  intenonrse, 
under  the  influence  and  during  the  continuance  of  the 
epidemic  constitution. "f 

We  thus  see,  on  the  one  hand,  that  a  malady  not 
originally  and  necessarily  infectious,  may  become  so  un- 
der certain  unsalutary  circumstances ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  infection  may  act  an  occasional  and  very  sub- 
ordinate part  in  the  diffusion  of  an  epidemic  which  is 
recognized  by  all  writers,  without  exception,  to  depend 
upon  a  certain  (unknown  indeed)  atmospheric  malaria. 
Ought  not  these  two  great  facts  to  be  steadily  borne  in 
mind,  when  we  undertake  to  discuss  the  question  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  Asiatic  Cholera  has  spread  over 
the  world  1  It  is  not  enough  to  be  able  to  adduce  a 
few  cases  where  the  disease  seemed  to  have  been  com- 
municated from  person  to  person,  or  conveyed  from 
place  to  place.  This  may  have  been  the  case;  I  am  not 
either  willing  or  careful  to  contradict  the  statement ;  for 
it  is  certainly  far  from  being  improbable  that  human 
communication  has,  in  a  degree,  although  a  very  partial 
one,iad  something  to  do  with  the  dispersion  of  the  dis- 
ease ; — perhaps  in  a  manner  not  altogether  dissimilar 
from  that  in  which  the  seeds  of  certain  plants,  although 


*  Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine.  Art.  Influenza. 
t  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  loc.  cit. 
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doubtless  scattered  over  the  wide  surface  of  the  earth, 
are  universally  found  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  man 
wherever  he  settles.  The  admission  that  man,  the  reci- 
pient and  victim  of  the  morbific  miasm,  may  be  made  a 
subordinate  agent  in  its  dissemination,  goes  very  little 
way  to  settle  the  main  point  at  issue;  for  it  is  obvious 
that  all  the  while  the  atmosphere  may  be  the  grand 
channel  and  medium  by  which  it  is  diffused;  and  it 
would  be  quite  as  reasonable  to  build  a  general  argu- 
ment in  a  great  medical  question  upon  a  few  isolated 
and  irregular  examples,  as  for  a  pilot  to  judge  of  the 
wind  by  the  mere  vane  on  the  vessel's  side,  without  ever 
lifting  his  eye  to  watch  the  course  and  aspect  of  the 
clouds ;  or  for  one  engaged  in  surveying  a  line  of  coast 
to  mark  the  eddies  along  the  shore,  and  neglect  to  trace 
the  currents  of  the  ocean  stream.  Yet,  has  not  such 
been  too  often  the  case  with  many  medical  writers  on 
the  subject  of  our  present  inquiry  ]  Having  witnessed 
one,  two,  or  more  instances  which,  to  them,  seemed  to 
be  unequivocally  infectious,  they  have  forthwith  sought 
to  establish  a  general  conclusion,  and  tried  to  make  out 
that  personal  transmission  has  been  the  great,  if  not  the 
only  agent  in  the  dissemination  of  the  disease.  This 
idea  once  adopted,  the  most  recalcitrant  facts  have  been 
tortured  into  submission,  while  others,  which  could  nei- 
ther be  gainsaid  nor  resisted,  have  been  either  slurred 
over  or  altogether  concealed;  it  being  perfectly  obvious 
to  every  one  that,  if  the  pestilence  could  spread  itself 
in  other  ways  besides,  and  independent  of  personal 
communication,  all  preventive  measures  based  upon  this 
principle  must  be  utterly  nugatory. 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  it  would  be  quite  unprofi- 
table to  enter  upon  any  discussion  of  the  innumerable 
arguments  j>ro  and  con,  derivable  from  the  considera- 
tion of  individual  cases  or  isolated  sets  of  cases,  that 
have  been  adduced  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  very  same  facts  have  not  unfrequenlly  been 
brought  forward  in  favor  of  opposite  opinions.  It  can, 
therefore,  be  of  no  use  to  reproduce  the  multitudinous 
assertions,  negations,  re-assertions  and  re-negations, 
which  have  at  different  times  been  made,  and  whose 
effect  has  only  been  to  bewilder  and  confound  the 
reader,  more  especially  if  he  be  an  unprofessional  one. 
Such  labor  moreover  is  surely  not  necessary  in  the  pre- 
sent day,  as  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  come  near  the 
truth  in  a  much  simpler  and  more  conclusive  way. — 
And  first,  I  would  remark  that  even  the  most  ardent 
advocates  for  the  infectiousness  of  Cholera  admit  that 
the  disease,  prior  to  1817,  did  not  exhibit  this  charac- 
ter. Does  not  this  circumstance  alone  suggest  the  un- 
likelihood of  its  subsequent  diffusion  being  attributable 
to  a  cause  or  agency  not  previously  in  operation  1  It 
has,  indeed,  been  just  now  admitted  that  a  disease  may, 
under  certain  circumstances,  acquire  infectious  properties 
which  it  did  not  possess  before;  but  then  the  nature  of 
these  circumstances  is  universally  such  as  to  create  that 
vitiated  state  of  atmosphere  which,  it  is  well  known,  is 
always  liable  to  engender  Typhus  fever ;  viz.  whenever 


a  multitude  of  human  beings  are  congregated  together 
in  a  confined,  ill-ventilated  space,  and  especially  when 
poverty,  filth,  and  mental  wretchedness  are  present  at 
the  same  time.    Very  different  from  all  this  has  been 
the  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Gangetic 
pestilence,  since  it  burst  forth  in   1817.     Iiw\v  or 
whence  it  arose  we  cannot  tell.    Of  its  immediate  or 
:  exciting  causes  we  know  just  about  as  little  as  we  do 
I  respecting  the  origin  of  that  blight  which,  during  the 
I  last  two  years,  has  told  so  heavily  upon  our  nation's 
|  welfare.    Nor  can  I  pass  over  this  allusion  without  a 
word  of  comment ;  for,  there  is  anything  (as  indeed  lias 
been  already  remarked  in  a  previous  page)  but  a  forced 
analogy  between  the  epidemics  of  the  two  kingdoms  of 
animated  nature;   and,  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken, 
there  would  be  nearly  as  much  wisdom  in  seeking  to 
keep  out  the  one  as  the  other,  by  any  artificial  means 
of  attempted  prevention.    Few  themes  would  be  more 
interesting,  perhaps  instructive  also,  than  an  exact,  and 
accurate  history  of  the  geographical  distribution  of 
wide-spread  blights  and  mildews  in  the  vegetable  world. 
But  this  is  a  subject  of  which  I  am  wholly  ignorant. 
I  may  merely  mention  that,  for  several  years  prior  to 
the  outbreak  of  the  potatoe  disease  among  us  two 
years  ago,  it  had  been  observed,  in  a  partial  degree,  in 
I  different  quarters  of  the  globe  ;  as  in  several  parts  of 
j  Germany,  in  the  United  States,  and  even  in  the  South- 
ern Hemisphere,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  else- 
where.   Now,  when  we  see  such  indubitable  evidence 
of  the  migratory  course  of  the  pestiferous  something 
|  (let  us  call  it  with  the  forefathers  of  our  profession 
t«  ittov,  quid  divinum,  as  a  reverential  expression  of 
our  ignorance)  which  produces  a  wide-spread  and  de- 
solating epidemic  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  whv  should 
;  we  hesitate  in  admitting  the  existence  of  a  similar,  I  do 
j  not  say  an  identical,  cause  in  the  case  of  epidemic  dis- 
j  eases  in  the  animal  one  1    The  cases  are  very  strictlv 
analogous  in  many  points  of  view,  which  want  of  space 
alone  prevents  me  from  setting  forth  at  large. 

But  there  is  one  topic,  mixed  up  though  it  neces- 
sarily be  with  a  good  deal  of  hypothetical  speculation, 
to  which  a  passing  allusion  may  not  unprofitablv  be 
made.  It  is  well  known  that  many  sorts  of  blio-ht 
among  plants  are  unquestionably  owing  to  the  existence 
of  swarms  of  the  minutest  insect  tribes,  which  at  parti- 
cular times  and  in  certain  localities  become  developed, 
and  spread  over  a  large  portion  of  the  globe,  sometimes 
irregularly  and  diffused,  at  other  times  along  certain 
tracts  which  can  be  distinctly  defined.  Now,  why  may 
not  some  epidemic  diseases  it  has  been  very  reasonably 
argued,  in  the  animal  kingdom  be  owing  to  a  similar 
agency  1  There  is  certainly  much  to  warrant  the  idea  ; 
and,  at  all  events,  it  explains,  better  than  any  other  hy- 
pothesis, many  of  the  phenomena  of  the  moving  course 
of  such  maladies  as  the  Cholera  and  the  Influenza.* 

*  Most  professional  readers  are  doubtless  acquainted  with  the 
beautiful  essay  of  Dr.  Holland  upon  this  subject,  in  his  "  Medical 
Notes  and  Reflections" — London,  1640. 
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But,  without  pursuing  this  very  interesting  subject, 
incapable  as  it  is  of  direct  proof,  I  have  now  to  solicit 
the  reader's  attention  to  one  or  two  recognised  and 
well-established  phenomena  in  the  history  of  the  former 
of  these  diseases,  as  they  seem  to  me  to  afford  almost 
infallible  evidence  that  its  producing  cause  is  present  in 
the  atmosphere,  and  is  susceptible  of  aerial  transmis- 
sion, quite  independently  of  all  human  communication. 
It  has  been  mentioned,  in  our  short  narrative  of  the 
present  epidemic,  that  the  countries  in  advance  of  its 
course,  or,  in  other  words,  westward  and  somewhat 
northward  of  the  line  which  it  has  followed,  have 
almost  invariably  suffered  with  a  mild  and  mitigated 
form  of  the  disease  for  one,  two,  or  three  weeks,  or 
even  longer,  before  its  appearance  in  its  full  malignity. 
That  such  is  the  fact  is  placed  beyond  all  doubt;  and 
it  is  not  likely  to  be  disputed  by  any  one,  whatever 
opinion  he  may  hold  as  to  its  cause.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  this  was  a  topic  in  the  history  of  the  epide- 
mic of  1831-2,  which  attracted  much  attention  both  in 
this  country  and  elsewhere ;  nor  can  it  be  too  atten- 
tively considered,  seeing  that  it  has  very  important 
bearings  in  a  practical  as  well  as  in  a  speculative  point 
of  view.  It  was  particularly  dwelt  upon  by  Dr. 
Brown,  Dr.  Ogden,  and  other  medical  men  in  Sunder- 
land and  elsewhere.  For  two  or  three  months,  at 
least,  before  the  occurrence  of  the  first  officially-de- 
clared case  of  the  pestilence  in  that  town,  there  had 
been  a  marked  prevalence  of  unusually  severe  stomach 
and  bowel  complaints.  Thus  Dr.  Brown  tells  us  that 
"  ordinary  cholera  was  most  unusually  prevalent ;  whilst 
cases  of  disease,  certainly  not  distinguishable  by  symp- 
toms from  the  epidemic,  occurred  on  the  5th,  8th, 
14th,  and  27th  of  August  (two.  months,  it  -will  be  ob- 
served before  the  declared  importation  of  the  foreign 
disease)  ;  and  cholera  continued  to  be  very  prevalent 
and  severe  throughout  September.  The  cases  which 
occurred  in  August  were  not  matter  of  secrecy,  but 
even  the  subject  of  conversation  among  the  medical 
men  of  the  place  ;  and  the  writer  frequently  made  the 
remark,  that  we  were  made  partakers  of  an  inferior  de- 
gree of  the  epidemic  influence  which  existed  on  the 
Continent.  But  certainly,  at  the  time,  he  did  not  (nor 
does  he  yet)  ascribe  them  to  imported  contagion;  nor 
did  he  then  conceive  that  we  had,  properly  speaking, 
the  epidemic  among  us."* 


Dr.  Reese — Dear  Sir: 

In  the  article  in  your  last  number,  under  the  head  of 
"Dental  Colleges,"  the  quotation  "Dental  Colleges  re- 
cently brought  into  existence,"  should  read,  "  Dental 
Colleges  have  been  recently  brought  into  existence." 
"Will  you  in  your  next  issue  please  correct  this  error  ? 

And  oblige  yours,  ifec. 

New-York,  24th  June,  1852.  J.  T. 


*  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine,  Vol.  I.  pg.  399. 


Dr.  John  Watson,  vs.  the  State  Medical  Society, 

Editor  of  the  New-York  Medical  Times. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  memo- 
rial submitted  to  our  legislature  last  winter,  from  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  New-York  and  Bellevue 
Hospitals,  embodying  the  draught  of  a  law  identical  in 
spirit,  and  almost  the  same  in  words,  as  that  embraced 
in  the  memorial  from  the  New-York  Academy  of  Me- 
dicine, which  had  been  sent  to  the  legislature  only  a  few 
days  previous  to  this. 

It  may  hereafter  be  of  importance  to  have  this  me- 
morial on  record.  Even  at  the  present  time  it  may  be 
of  use  for  the  special  edification  of  those  members  of 
our  State  Medical  Society  who,  under  the  most  flagrant 
misrepresentations,  were  induced,  last  winter,  before  see- 
ing it,  to  pass  their  vote  of  disapproval  against  it,  and 
thus  to  interpose  the  voice  of  their  Society  between  the 
memorialists  and  the  legislature. 

From  private  sources  worthy  of  all  confidence,  I 
learn  that  this  vote  of  disapproval  was  brought  about 
by  certain  gentlemen  connected  with  the  colleges,  who 
"  had  every  thing  their  own  way,"  .and  who  "  made  it 
appear  that  the  proposed  law  would  lead  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  medical  college  in  every  county  almshouse 
in  the  State."  It  was  introduced  and  passed,  without 
discussion,  just  as  the  Society  was  about  to  adjourn, 
during  a  thin  attendance,  and  in  the  absence  of  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  city  delegates. 

Now,  if  an  association  claiming  to  represent  the 
medical  profession  in  this  State,  can  be  thus  led,  hood- 
winked, to  stultify  themselves,  and  vote  against  a  mea- 
sure which  has  never  been  submitted  to  them,  and  the 
bearings  of  which  they  have  never  had  the  opportunity 
of  examining,  it  is  quite  time  for  us  to  inquire  into  the 
authority  under  which  they  do  such  things,  and  to  ask 
who  gave  them  this  authority. 

There  may  have  been  a  time  when  our  State  Society 
was  the  organ  of  the  profession  in  the  State  ;  but,  -what- 
ever it  may  have  formerly  been,  such  it  is  now  no 
longer.  The  woolen  stockings  of  Marcus  Scriblerius,  as 
you  perhaps  remember,  Mr.  Editor,  were,  by  repeated 
darning,  at  last  converted  into  silk.  So  it  is  with  this 
Society,  which  was  originally  composed  of  county  re- 
presentatives, but  which,  by  this  darning  process,  that 
is  to  say,  by  the  repeated  incorporation  of  permanent 
members,  has  long  since  been  converted  into  a  sort  of 
private  junta.  Thus,  out  of  the  fifty-nine  counties  of 
the  State,  it  is  now  usually  attended  by  about  fifteen 
or  sixteen  county  representatives,  and,  as  at  the  last 
meeting,  by  not  fewer  than  twenty-two  of  these  active 
permanent  members,  the  number  of  which  is  annually 
increasing,  and  some  of  whom  are  Periodeuti,  or  wan- 
dering teachers,  and  not  even  residents  of  the  State ; 
and  to  these  are  to  be  added  the  representatives  from 
the  colleges,  "  who  have  every  thing  their  own  way," 
and  who  swell  the  balance  of  votes  against  the  county 
representatives  to  something  like  two  to  one. 
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I  have  nothing,  Mr.  Editor,  to  urge  at  present  against 
the  conversion  of  woolen  stockings  into  silk.  But  I  have 
something  to  say  against  the  assumption  of  authority 
on  the  part  of  this  metamorphosed  association,  which 
undertakes  to  dictate  to  the  legislature  in  the  name  of 
our  profession  at  large ;  which  has  usurped  tlie  func- 
tions and  appropriated  the  name  of  a  society  no  longer 
in  existence  ;  which  hangs  like  a  parasite  upon  the  skirts 
of  our  legislative  body,  looking  only  after  the  peculiar 
interests  of  its  own  influential  members,  and  foisting  its 
trashy  papers,  as  important  medical  documents,  upon 
the  credulity  of  the  legislature,  to  be  printed  and  circu- 
lated at  the  public  expense. 

Hoping,  then,  that  the  following  memorial  -may  be 
of  use  in  enlightening  some  of  the  bedizzened  individuals 
who  voted  against  it,  I  remain,  with  becoming  respect, 
Yours,  ifec.  Jno.  Watson. 

New- York,  May  24,  1852. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  the  Slate 
of  New-York. 
The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned,  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  the  Public  Hospitals  in  the  City  of  New- 
York,  and  others,  most  respectfully  showeth  :  That  the 
system  of  medical  teaching  in  this  State,  is  defective 
and  insufficient ;  that  practical  instruction  in  medicine  is 
not  regularly  enjoined;  that  our  medical  colleges,  while 
striving  to  excel  each  other,  or  to  surpass  those  of  other 
States,  in  the  size  of  their  classes  and  number  of  their 
graduates,  are  powerless  for  the  correction  of  their  de- 
fective mode  of  teaching  ;  and  that  for  the  establishment 
of  a  better  system,  or  one  at  all  commensurate  with  the 
necessities  of  the  public,  there  is  need  of  further  legis- 
lative action. 

Medicine  and  Surgery  have  their  scientific  principles, 
which  may  be  studied  in  the  abstract,  and  acquired  from 
books,  or  from  oral  teaching ;  but,  as  useful  arts  they 
have  also  their  practical  details  which  are  not  to  be  thus 
acquired  ;  and  whoever  would  apply  these  arts  for  the 
public  good,  should  have  enjoyed,  in  the  course  of  his 
education,  sufficient  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  his 
own  faculties,  and  for  testing  the  principles  of  his  pro- 
fession by  observation  and  experience. 

But  these  truths,  however  evident  as  independent 
propositions,  have  never  yet  been  sufficiently  enforced 
in  the  schools  of  this  State.  The  abstract  mode  of 
teaching,  which  has  long  been  abandoned  in  other  en- 
lightened countries,  but  which  was  in  vogue,  especially 
at  Edinburgh  and  Leyden,  about  a  century  ago,  is  that 
which  was  originally  adopted  by  the  schools  of  this 
country,  and  which,  with  trifling  modification,  has  con- 
tinued to  prevail  here  up  to  the  present  day. 

In  support  of  this  remark,  it  is  perhaps,  sufficient  to 
say,  that  in  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  there  is  not 
a  single  college  having  at  its  own  disposal  sufficient  fa- 
cilities for  a  thorough  course  of  practical  education  in 
medicine  ;  and  that  in  our  own  State,  there  is  not  a  sin- 
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gle  school,  while  in  other  sections  of  the  country  there 
are  only  three  or  four,  at  which  the  pupil  is  required  to 
have  attended  to  hospital  practice,  or  to  have  examined, 
or  witnessed,  so  much  as  a  solitary  instance  of  disease, 
before  receiving  his  degree. 

The  circumstances  which  led  to  this  defective  sys- 
tem here,  while  it  still  prevailed  in  Europe,  can  be 
readily  understood  ;  but  those  which  have  given  it  per- 
manence, are  somewhat  more  obscure.  A  thorough 
exposition  of  these  would  require  full  insight  into  the 
policy,  privileges,  local  influences,  and  special  interests, 
of  our  individual  institutions;  a  task  which  it  is  not  our 
present  business  to  undertake.  It  is  sufficient  for  our 
purpose,  to  know  that  our  system  of  instruction  is  de- 
fective, and  has  given  rise  to  numerous  and  serious  evils, 
both  to  our  profession  and  the  public.  It  is  true,  that 
a  certain  portion  of  our  pupils,  impelled  by  a  laudable 
desire  for  improvement,  voluntarily  resort  to  the  hospi- 
tals of  our  cities,  or  to  the  schools  of  Europe,  for  the 
advantages  of  practical  education.  These,  however,  are 
but  exceptional  instances,  the  great  majority  of  young 
men  who  are  preparing  for  the  profession  are  not  suffi- 
ciently impressed  with  the  importance  of  practical  ac- 
quirements; they  attend  the  schools  simply  for  obtain- 
ing a  degree ;  they  resort  to  no  other  institutions  for 
instruction ;  and  have  consequently,  to  learn  the  most 
important  part  of  their  profession  under  the  sanction  of 
a  diploma,  through  various  mishaps  upon  the  health 
and  life  of  such  members  of  the  community  as  may  con- 
fide in  them. 

The  easy  requisitions  for  graduation  at  many  of  our 
schools,  have  the  further  ill  effect  of  enticing  crowds  of 
young  men.  from  other  useful  occupations,  who,  after 
receiving  ,iheir  diploma,  too  often  fail  by  legitimate 
means  to  win  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  who,  in 
the  end  are  obliged  to  resort  to  unworthy  expedients 
for  support.  The  humble  estimate  usually  placed  upon 
these  imperfectly  educated  practitioners  is  also  attended 
with  the  additional  evil  of  multiplying  and  encouraging 
unprincipled  impostors,  and  hosts  of  ignorant  adventu- 
rers of  every  sort,  who,  under  the  guise  of  some  popu- 
lar or  specious  system  of  practice,  now  overspread  the 
land  to  an  extent  perhaps  never  before  equalled. 

These,  and  other  evils,  are  traceable  to  a  general 
policy,  rather  than  to  incidental  defects  in  the  organiza- 
tion or  management  of  individual  institutions.  It  is  but 
justice  to  observe,  that  in  our  own  State,  within  the 
past  few  years,  efforts  had  been  made  by  the  most  in- 
fluential of  our  schools,  to  mitigate  these  evils, — by  an 
extension  of  the  lecture-term,  by  the  establishment  of 
additional  professorships,  by  a  stricter  inquiry  than  for- 
merly into  the  character  and  qualifications  of  their  gra- 
duating classes,  as  well  as  by  the  institution  of  college 
dispensaries.  But  the  example  of  a  few  leading  schools 
is  not  sufficient  to  obviate  a  wide-spread  and  inveterate 
system  of  short-coming  on  the  part  of  others  ;  and  not- 
withstanding these  commendable  efforts,  the  course  of 
instruction  in  the  institutions  which  have  resorted  to 
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them,  is  still  by  far  too  abstract  and  scholastic.  Prac- 
tical education,  in  the  proper  acceptation  of  the  term, 
has  never  yet  been  furnished  hy  them  ;  nor  arc  they 
ever  likely  to  supply  this,  otherwise  than  by  an  asso- 
ciated course  in  connection  with  some  of  the  public  hos- 
pitals already  established,  or  by  the  establishment  of 
proper  infirmaries  of  their  own. 

The  physicians  and  surgeons  of  our  large  hospitals, 
who  have  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  gra- 
tuitous instruction  to  such  pupils  as  have  voluntarily 
resorted  to  them,  and  who  have  always  at  their  dispo- 
sal abundant  facilities  for  practical  teaching,  have,  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  within  the  past  year,  used  their 
best  exertions  to  associate  themselves  with  the  colleges 
in  a  united  course  of  scholastic  and  clinical  instruction. 
Clinical  teaching  at  the  hospitals  has  always  been  an 
object  of  interest  with  the  schools  of  this  city.  They 
are  prepared,  as  heretofore,  to  recommend  it  to  their 
classes  ;  but  not  to  make  it  obligatory;  nor  to  enter  into 
any  arrangement  with  the  physicians  and  suigeons  of 
the  hospitals,  by  which  such  of  these  as  may  be  engag- 
ed in  imparting  clinical  instruction  may  receive  a  rea- 
sonable remuneration  for  their  services. 

Now,  if  practical  education  in  medicine  is  among  the 
essential  requirements  of  the  age,  those  who  have  the 
means  of  imparting  this,  should  also  have  the  privilege 
of  doing  so,  to  the  best  advantage,  on  their  own  account. 
The  voice  of  the  whole  profession  in  this  country,  as 
frequently  expressed  in  our  State  and  National  Associa- 
tions, has  been  long  and  loud  in  favor  of  urging  hospital 
attendance  on  every  medical  student;  of  establishing 
schools  capable  of  supplying  this;  and  of  placing  the 
course  of  study,  within  these  schools,  on  a  level  with 
that  of  the  best  conducted  medical  institutions  of  other 
countries. 

But  in  other  countries,  now  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  the  teaching  of  medicine  has  been  concentrated 
in,  or  intimately  connected  with,  hospital  schools.  In 
Great  Britian,  France,  Prussia,  Austria,  Italy,  and  other 
European  nations,  it  is  almost  as  much  the  duty  of 
those  who  have  the  management  of  public  hospitals,  to 
provide  for  practical  teaching,  as  to  provide  for  the 
comfort  and  well-being  of  the  sick. 

In  our  own  country,  among  other  important  consi- 
derations leading  to  the  establishment  of  our  first  hos- 
pitals, was  that  of  furnishing  opportunities  for  practical 
instruction.  Such  were  especially  the  views  of  the 
founders  of  the  New-York  Hospital ;  an  institution  which 
originated  with  the  faculty  of  our  earliest  medical  school. 
Until  within  the  past  ten  years,  the  New  York-Hospital, 
as  is  well  known,  was  the  daily  resort  of  young  men 
anxious  to  receive  instruction.  But  the  effort  of  our 
colleges,  of  late  years,  to  establish  clinical  teaching  in- 
dependent of  the  hospitals,  without  having  succeeded, 
has  gradually  estranged  the  students  from  this  insti- 
tution ;  and  at  the  present  day,  with  hundreds  of  young 
men  in  attendance  at  the  schools  it  is  almost  entirely 
forsaken  by  them. 
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So  long,  then,  as  hospital  attendance  is  not  a  re- 
quirement of  the  colleges  to  which  every  student  must 
resort  for  obtaining  his  diploma  ;  so  long  as  the  hospital 
physicians  and  surgeons  are  expected  to  devote  their 
time  and  talents  to  the  business  of  instruction,  as  well  as 
to  attendance  upon  the  sick,  without  the  slightest  hope 
of  remuneration  for  either  service;  and  so  long  as  stu- 
dents of  medicine  can  be  reconciled  to  the  belief  that 
they  are  receiving  practical  education  by  witnessing  the 
dispensary  exhibitions  which  our  National  Medical  Asso- 
ciation has  pronounced  to  be  insufficient,*  and  which  the 
ablest  English  Review  has  emphatically  condemned,  as 
'■  a  wretched  substitute  for  clinical  instruction, "f  just  so 
long  must  the  invaluable  resources  of  our  great  hospitals 
be  held  in  abeyance,  and  the  members  of  the  profession 
connected  with  them,  to  whom  the  pupil  should  be 
allowed  to  look  for  better  things,  remain  in  a  false  posi- 
tion before  the  public. 

From  what  has  now  been  shown,  it  is  evident  that 
our  collegiate  system  of  medical  education  is  imperfect; 
and  in  need  of  speedy  remedy.  The  remedy  by  the 
action  of  colleges  alone,  we  know  from  past  experience, 
is  not  at  hand.    We  must  look  for  some  better  course. 

Now.  in  order  to  obtain  this,  the  most  efficient,  per- 
haps the  only  means  as  yet  apparent,  is  by  the  organi- 
zation of  practical  schools  in  connection  with  our  great 
hospitals. 

Every  disinterested  and  observing  member  of  the 
medical  profession  in  this  country,  is  aware  of  the  want 
of  such  schools.  The  question  of  practical  teaching, 
which  has  of  late  years  been  so  warmly  discussed  in  our 
various  State  and  National  Associations,  has  mainly 
turned  on  the  means  of  rendering  hospital  instruction 
available,  and  the  eyes  of  the  whole  profession  are,  at 
the  present  moment,  turned  to  the  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  our  hospitals,  to  solve  this  important  problem. 

Hospital  schools,  we  may  repeat,  are  the  great 
schools  of  other  countries;  and  through  them  the  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  in  attendance  upon  the  sick  are  in- 
directly rewarded  for  this  service.  The  establishment 
of  such  schools  in  connection  with  our  hospitals,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  political  institutions  of  our  own 
people,  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  community.  Under 
proper  regulations  they  could  not  fail  to  advance  the 
cause  of  education  and  of  science;  and  to  favor  the 
more  careful  investigation  of  disease,  as  well  as  to  pro- 
mote the  comfort  and  expedite  the  cure  of  the  sick. 

Convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  foregoing  obser- 
vations, and  of  the  necessity  for  a  thorough  change  in 
our  whole  system  of  medical  education,  the  undersigned 
are  induced  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Honorable,  the 
Legislature,  to  the  important  subject,  and  to  submit  the 
following  Petition,  namely : 

For  the  enactment  of  a  General  Law  for  establish- 


*  Sec  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
for  1849. 

t  British  and  Foreigu  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  Oct.  1850. 
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ing  medical  schools  in  connection  with,  the  public  hospi- 
tals of  the  Slate  of  New-York, — to  the  following  edict, 
to  wit: 

I.  That  the  Governors,  Directors,  Managers,  or 
Trustees  of  every  public  hospital  or  infirmary  in  the 
State  of  New- York,  usually  maintaining  within  its  walls, 
under  medical  or  surgical  treatment,  a  hundred  sick- 
persons  or  more,  be  permitted,  and  if  said  hospital  be 
supplied  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  public  bounty,  that 
the  said  Governors,  Directors,  Managers,  or  Trustees  be 
required,  to  furnish  to  students  of  medicine  opportuni- 
ties for  the  practical  study  of  their  profession  to  such 
extent,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  may  enable  the 
said  students  to  obtain  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
nature  and  treatment  of  disease,  without,  at  the  same 
time,  interfering  with  the  safety,  comfort  or  proper 
management  of  the  sick. 

II.  That  the  Governors,  Directors,  Managers,  or 
Trustees  of  each  of  the  said  hospitals,  be  required  to 
organize  a  school  of  medicine  under  their  own  imme- 
diate supervision,  whenever  they  may  be  informed  of 
the  necessity  of  such  a  school,  by  resolution  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  or  of  the  County  Medical  Society,  or 
other  incorporated  medical  society  of  the  county  in 
which  such  hospital  is  situated. 

III.  That  the  said  Governors,  Directors,  Managers, 
or  Trustees,  be  authorized,  and  if  necessary,  required, 
to  appoint  the  professors  in  their  respective  schools,  to 
institute  a  thorough  course  of  medical  education  there- 
in, to  inquire  into  the  qualifications  of  students,  and  to 
grant  the  decree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  to  such  appli- 
cants as  may  on  sufficient  evidence,  be  deemed  worthy 
of  it:  provided  always,  that  the  said  degree  be  granted 
only  to  individuals  of  good  moral  character,  who  have 
reached  the  age  of  21  years  or  upwards,  whose  education 
preparatory  to  the  study  of  medicine,  is  equal  to  that 
usually  imparted  at  the  best  regulated  literary  acade- 
mies of  this  State,  who  have  prosecuted  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  guidance  of  their  respective  medical 
preceptors,  for  not  less  than  three  years,  and  who  have 
devoted  one  year  to  hospital  attendance. 

And  provided,  further,  that  every  student,  before  re- 
ceiving his  degree,  undergo  a  public  examination,  and 
be  adjudged  qualified  for  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
by  a  commission  of  six  examiners,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  said  Governors,  Directors,  Managers  or  Trustees  : 
and  a  delegation  of  six  examiners  from  the  County  Me- 
dical Society,  or  other  incorporated  medical  society  of 
the  county  in  which  the  said  school  is  situated  ;  the  said 
delegation  to  consist  of  one  examiner  in  anatomy  and 
physiology  ;  one  examiner  in  surgery  ;  one  examiner  in 
the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine;  one  examiner  in 
midwifery,  and  the  diseases  of  women  and  children  ;  one 
examiner  in  materia  medica,  pharmacy,  and  therapeutics; 
and  one  examiner  in  chemistry  and  medical  jurispru- 
dence. 

Without  further  argument  in  favor  of  the  enactment 


I  of  such  a  general  law  as  is  here  proposed,  it  may,  never- 
I  theless,  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the  combined  system 
1  of  practical  and  scholastic  teaching  contemplated  by  this 
law,  and  to  which  it  must  give  rise,  is  essemiallv  the 
|  same  as  that  which  has  long  been  in  successful  operation 
j  in  Great  Britain,  and  other  parts  of  Europe  ;  and  that  it 
differs  from  the  system  of  the  European  schools  only  as 
\  far  as  to  accommodate  it  to  the  requirements  of  the  age, 
and  the  spirit  of  our  own  domestic  institutions.    It  is 
i  therefore,  no  untried  project  of  doubtful  expediency ; 
|  and  in  comparison  with  the  system  still  prevailing  here, 
|  its  advantages  for  sound  and  sufficient  practical  teaching, 
as  well  as  for  encouraging  research  into  the  most  recon- 
dite departments  of  medical  science,  are  beyond  all  esti- 
mation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
New-York,  January  31st,  1852. 


<£  o  in  in  u  n  i  c  a  1 1  o  n  s . 


To  the  Editor  of  the  New-York  Medical  fiazette. 

Sir, — As  examining  Physician  for  the  Commissioners 
of  Emigration  at  their  office  in  the  Park,  I  frequently 
meet  patients  in  the  second  and  last  stages  of  Typhus 
Fever  who  have  been  treated  for  Rheumatism,  Pleurisy, 
&c.  &c.  I  know  that  the  diagnosis  of  fever  is  difficult 
in  the  forming  stage;  this  difficulty  is  experienced  by 
all  who  practise  medicine,  by  the  hospital  and  district 
physician,  as  well  as  by  the  recent  graduate  who  may 
not  have  had  the  advantage  of  hospital  or  dispensary 
practice.  Still  if  we  advance  cautiously  in  the  treatment 
after  having  inquired  into  the  history  of  the  patient  and 
weighed  every  symptom  of  his  disease,  we  can  avoid 
fatal  errors,  and  may  feel  assured  that  if  we  have  not 
saved,  we  have,  at  least,  not  destroyed  life. 

A  veiy  few  years  ago  it  was  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  any,  save  a  few  medical  functionaries,  should 
be  acquainted  with  this  disease,  but  the  case  is  different 
now.  Almost  every  flood  tide  brings  up  its  quotas,  and 
in  the  city  we  have  fever  districts  as  well  defined  as 
those  described  by  Armstrong  in  London.  Roosevelt 
and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Cherry-streets,  form  one  cen- 
tre, the  neighborhood  of  the  Points  another,  the  lower 
part  of  Washington-street  another,  and  other  minor 
points  exist  up  town  about  Twelfth  street  and  the  East 
River,  and  in  the  suburbs.  It  being,  there,  tolerably 
wide  spread  already,  and  a  reasonably  fruitful  disease, 
it  is  at  least  advisable  that  those  who  are  the  most  likely 
to  be  called  in  attendance  early,  should  be  able  to 
recognize  it  before  salts  and  senna  have  precipitated  the 
second  stage  and  put  the  patient  past  all  surgery. 

Ninety  of  every  hundred  cases  of  typhus  fe?er  will 
tell  you,  during  the  premonitory  stages,  that  they  have 
caught  cold. 

If  you  ask  them  if  they  have  "  the  fever,"  they  will 
usually  say  that  they  have  not,  and  many  will  energeti- 
cally deny  it,  for  they  know  the  fever  you  refer  to  as 
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well  as  you  do  yourself,  and  dread  it  as  a  pestilence, 
which  it  certainly  is. 

It  i.s  curious  to  note*  the  evasions  of  some  of  these 
patients  when  questioned  on  this  point.  The  skin  does 
not  become  hot,  they  have  no  thirst,  no  pain  in  the 
head  or  bones  ;  all  they  complain  of  is  a  cold,  but  they 
do  not  cough  much,  and  there  is  no  expectoration.  If 
you  ask  them  if  they  ever  experienced  so  much  prostra- 
tion with  a  cold  before,  they  will  tell  you  no.  If  they 
drink  much  water,  they  will  tell  you  they  cannot  drink 
enough,  or  that  they  do  not  drink  because  they  are 
afraid  the  water  will  hurt  them.  Often  if  you  ask  them 
if  the  tongue  becomes  dry,  they  will  say  no  ;  but  if  you 
ask  them  if,  when  they  wake  up  in  the  night  they  do 
not  find  the  tongue  dry,  they  will  say  yes,  and  the 
throat  and  lips  dry  as  a  chip.  If  they  wake  up  often 
in  the  night.  Oh,  yes,  I  cannot  sleep  for  tossing  about, 
and  am  so  hot  that  I  cannot  rest  or  sleep.  As  to  pain 
in  the  head,  it  aches,  and  one  or  both  knees,  or  one  leg 
pains,  but  they  think  it  the  cold  they've  got;  so  that  by 
entrusting  them  in  the  history  of  their  symptoms  you 
glean  from  them  all  that  is  not  evident  at  the  time  of 
examination.  I  have  known  the  patients  to  say  that 
they  have  a  good  appetite,  and  afterwards  state  that  all 
they  can  touch  is  water,  and  yet  they  may  have  denied 
having  any  thirst. 

Again,  instead  of  complaining  of  a  cold  they  may 
say  that  they  have  rheumatism.  They  have  great  pros- 
tration of  strength,  a  small  and  rapid  pulse,  loss  of 
appetite,  thirst,  are  sleepless  and  have  pain  in  the  head 
and  extremities,  but  it's  only  the  rheumatism,  and  they 
have  no  pain  at  all. 

"  A  cold "  and  rheumatism,  then,  are  frequently 
complained  of  by  patients  suffering  under  incipient  ty- 
phus, and  very  frequently  a  cold  is  the  exciting  cause  of 
the  fever;  hence  we  sometimes  have  rheumatism,  tonsil- 
itis,  pleuritis,  &c.  ushering  in  and  complicating  typhus 
fever.  I  saw  a  case  to-day  (April  10)  with  inflamma- 
tory rheumatism  of  the  hand  which  had  successively 
attacked  the  knees  and  elbows  of  both  sides. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  leading  and  many  symptoms 
of  the  disease  as  they  present  themselves  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases.  There  are  striking  exceptions  to 
the  rule: 

An  American-looking  man  presented  himself  for  ad- 
mission into  the  hospital,  he  stated  that  he  had  been  in 
the  country  six  years  and  had  been  six  months  ill.  He 
complained  of  pain  in  his  chest,  and  was  emaciated  and 
very  feeble.  I  thought  at  first  that  he  had  phthisis, 
but  he  was  too  stupid  for  so  bright  a  looking  man,  and 
for  phthisis.  The  fact  is,  the  man  was  not  stupid  at 
all,  bi^t  he  had  "  stupor."  His  pulse  was  sroall  and 
rapid,  tongue  white  and  loaded,  and  he  had  pleuritic 
pains  about  his  chest.  He  had  been  hanging  about  a 
source  of  infection  until  saturated  with  the  poison,  which 
disturbing  the  cerebral  functions  had  caused  him  to  give 
a  confused  account  of  himself.  This  case  had  nothing  of 
the  peculiar  physiognomy  of  typhus. 


Sometimes  cases  present  themselves,  well  marked 
cases  of  .typhus,  which  to  careless  or  casual  observation 
present  only  the  signs  of  diarrhoea  or  dysentery. 

The  poison  of  our  vernal  and  autumnal  fevers  is 
sometimes  blendedw  itht  hat  of  typhus. 

A  boy  of  15  years  who  had  been  living  for  a  length 
f  time  in  the  emigration  office  in  Canal-street,  went  to 
New  Jersey  and  there  contracted  intermitting  fever. 
He  had  the  small,  rapid  pulse,  and  the  dry  fissured 
tongue  of  typhus,  with  prostration  of  strength,  Ac.  He 
had,  also,  at  regular  intervals  of  time  a  paroxysm  lasting 
two  hours,  composed  of  a  rigor  followed  by  a  hot  stage, 
during  which  he  broke  into  a  profuse  sweat  which  ter- 
minated it,  but  not  his  sufferings,  as  he  then  went  on 
with  his  typhus. 

These  cases  are  interesting,  from  the  fact  that  quinine 
speedily  puts  an  end  to  both  fevers,  the  typhoid  disap- 
pearing as  lapidly  as  those  of  ague.  The  same  thing 
was  observed  during  the  Tyler  Grippe  in  cases  of  pneu- 
monia. &c.  which  had  been  attacked  with  influenza, 
both  suddenly  breaking  up  and  disappearing  under  ap- 
propriate treatment. 

Occasionally  you  will  meet  with  marked  exceptions 
to  a  general  rule ;  for  instance,  the  tongue  usually  con- 
tracted on  itself,  red,  and  pointed  with  a  white  or  brown 
coat,  is  occasionally  clean,  and  moist,  and  flabby  as  in 
synochus. 

The  pulse,  usually  small  and  rapid,  is  occasionally 
small  and  slow.  I  take  it  this  is  rarely  the  case.  In 
several  hundred  cases  observed.  I  have  met  but  three 
presenting  a  deliberate  pulse. 

Between  synochus  and  typhus  it  is  often  difficult  to 
distinguish,  both  are  continued  fever ;  but  in  synochus 
there  is  a  sense  of  relief  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day 
which  is  not  apt  to  be  experienced  in  typhus.  The 
pulse  is  feeble  and  softer ;  the  tongue  moist,  loaded 
and  white  with  indentations,  marked  by  the  teeth  ;  and, 
instead  of  the  languid  sleepy  look  of  typhus,  there  is 
intolerance  of  light.  These  distinguishing  marks  arc 
not  always  present. 

In  typhus  the  hearing  is  generally  impaired — in 
synochus  it  is  either  not  affected,  or  it  is  exalted. 

In  typhus  cough  is  almost  invariably  present — in 
synochus,  gastric,  or  bilious  trouble  is  apt  to  occur; 
and  contrasting  the  two  forms,  we  see  that  in  synochus 
there  is  more  febrile  reaction  than  in  typhus. 

Parotitis  is  occasionally  combined  with  typhus.  I 
never  could  determine  the  exact  nature  of  the  compli- 
cation. 

Scorbutus  is  a  frequent  concomitant  of  typhus. 

Peritonitis,  as  a  consequence  of  the  typhus  poison, 
and  independent  of  ulceration  of  Peyer's  plates,  is  a 
rare  effect.  Still,  in  1851,  I  saw  several  cases,  and 
lately  I  had  another.  In  females  (two  cases)  it  fol- 
lowed excessive  menstruation.  (I  may  add  that  menorr- 
hagia  is  not  unfrequent  in  typhus  fever.) 

Peritonitis  appears  to  be  the  last  and  the  least 
common  local  lesion  in  typhus  fever.    Dr.  John  Jack- 
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son  the  eminent  pathologist  of  Boston,  had  seen  but 
one  case  when  I  spoke  to  him  (last  year)  of  those  oc- 
curring in  mv  service.  Other  gentlemen,  with  whom  I 
converged,  had  not  observed  the  complication. 

Dr.  Robert  Williams,  (Morbid  Prisons,  vol.  1.  p. 
41.)  gives  the  following  as  the  order  in  which  these 
structural  changes  occur.    He  says  : 

''•  The  alterations  of  structure  are,  first,  inflamma- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  some  portion  of  the 
intestinal  canal,  which  membrane  is  the  great  and  pri- 
mary, if  not  constant  seat  of  the  action  of  the  poison. 
Secondly,  inflammation  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain, 
which,  though  not  constant,  is  frequent.  Thirdly,  cer- 
tain cutaneous  eruptions  likewise  frequent,  but  not  con- 
stant ;  and  lastly,  inflammation  of  the  substance  or 
bronchial  membrane  of  the  lungs,  or  both,  which  occurs 
in  a  small  number  of  cases  only." 

Now,  sir,  I  would  put  the  last  first  in  the  list— I 
would  add  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum.  Of  one  hun- 
dred cases  taken  as  they  came,  five  only  had  no  cough 
or  other  appreciable  sign  of  bronchitis— 27  had  no  ex- 
pectoration, the  rest  had  more  or  less  expectoration  ; 
generally  this  was  slight,  and  occurring  chiefly  in  the 
morning.    In  a  few  cases  it  was  streaked  with  blood. 

Dr.  Williams  speaks  of  the  intestinal  mucous  mem- 
brane as  the  great  and  primary  if  not  constant  seat  of 
the  action  of  the  poison. 

Ulceration  of  Peyer's  glands  is  certainly  a  very  im- 
portant sign  of  typhus.  The  fever  is  known  by  it  alone 
to  morbid  anatomists.  The  Vienna  men  say  this  lesion 
always  is  present,  and  the  Parisians  have  their  typhoid 
fever  founded  on  it,  and  call  any  other  analogous  fever 
typhus.  The  controversy  is  not  worth  following  up. 
The  intestinal  is  a  very  frequent,  but  not  a  constant 
complication,  as  the  observations  of  many  capable  gen- 
tlemen, and  the  records  of  every  hospital  will  show. 

I  took  notes  of  the  condition  of  the  bowels  in  100 
cases.  In  25  cases  the  bowels  were  regular;  in  10 
they  were  loose  (two  or  three  stools  a  day)  ;  18  had 
diarrhoea,  one  dysentery,  and  4-  cases  were  constipated. 

Four  cases  had  had  constipation  for  the  first  few 
days,  for  which  drastic  purgatives  had  been  adminis- 
tered, causing  diarrhoea,  which  continued  up  to  the 
time  I  saw  them  in  the  second  week  of  the  fever. 

So  much  for  structural  and  functional  derange- 
ments. In  1847  internal  changes  were  rare,  compara- 
tively speaking,  but  a  great  variety  of  cutaneous  diffi- 
culties occurred,  and  the  fever  was  eminently  infectious. 

1848-  9  presented  nothing   very  remarkable — so  of 

1849-  50.  1850-1  gave  us  plenty  of  double  pneumo- 
nias, and  in  1851-2  we  found  the  eruptions  in  almost 
every  case  full  and  free,  not  as  in  1847,  but  still  abun- 
dant and  characteristic,  and  again  the  contagious  cha- 
racter of  typhus  was  made  a  matter  of  public  ex- 
perience. 

We  look  to  the  blood  as  determining  the  character 
of  the  disease.  This  is  watery,  deficient  in  fibrine,  of  a 
dark  color,  and  scarcely  coagulable  ;  the  clot  occa- 


sionally appears  (says  one  writer)  more  as  a  sediment 
of  coloring  matter  than  as  a  clot. 

Should  the  febrile  reaction  be  violent  or  active  local 
inflammation  supervene  during  the  early  stages,  fibrine 
may  be  increased,  and  the  corpuscles  abundant ;  but  this 
I  take  is  not  very  frequently  the  case.  The  blood  then 
in  typhus  is  similar  to  the  blood  in  hydraemia,  and 
moreover  it  contains  matters  not  normally  present,  as 
compounds  of  ammonia.  It  is  over  and  above  its  im- 
poverished condition  in  a  more  or  less  putrid  state. 
Hence  the  name  of  the  continental  writers,  "  Typhus 
Petechials  Puttidus." 

A  word  as  to  treatment:  It  has  been  seen  that 
typhus  fever  may  be  ushered  in  by  tonsilitis,  pneumo- 
nia, pleuritis,  rheumatism,  <fec.  In  these  cases,  espe- 
cially where  the  dose  of  poison  has  been  small,  and  in 
persons  of  sanguine  temperament,  of  previous  robust 
health,  there  is  a  good  dcA  of  reaction,  and  fibrine  is 
absolutely  increased  in  the  blood  (not  altogether  aplastic 
either).  These  cases  will  bear,  in  the  forming  stages, 
moderately  active  treatment,  and  be  benefitted  by  it. 
A  grain  or  two  of  calomel  two  or  three  times  a  day, 
without  attempting  io  produce  ptyalism,  will  be  found 
of  service.  This  kind  of  treatment  applies  to  cases  of 
typhoid,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy.  There  are  other 
conditions  of  typhus  in  which  mercurials  do  good  ; 
sometimes  there  is  flushing  about  the  head,  the  eyes 
are  suffused,  and  there  is  more  or  less  delirium,  or  the 
bowels  are  constipated,  and  the  abdomen  tympanitic 
and  painful.  Again,  the  tongue  may  remain  obstinately 
red  and  dry,  with  a  dirty  coat.  Ifc  all  these  conditions 
I  have  found  calomel  of  service,  but  I  give  it  very 
sparingly  ;  and  if  the  second  stage  has  set  in,  never  sus- 
pend stimulants,  no  matter  what  the  complication. 

If  I  were  asked  what  the  treatment  of  typhus  con- 
sists in  generally,  I  would  say  mucilage  and  ipecacu- 
anha in  the  first  stages,  with  plenty  of  cold  water,  and 
strong  beef  tea  in  the  second,  with  lots  of  good  brandy. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  S.  Bowek. 


University  of  New-York  Analyzed. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  recent  strictures  on  the  Univer- 
sity school  are  just  and  pertinent.  That  College  is  an 
anomaly.  To  say  nothing  of  the  past,  look  at  its  pre- 
sent position,  in  the  spasmodic  struggle  now  making  for 
its  resuscitation,  after  a  falling  off  in  its  class  last  year,  of 
more  than  a  hundred  per  cent. !  What  have  they  now 
done?  They  have  been  enacting  the  farce  of  a  summer 
course  by  a  new  corps  of  sub  professors,  chosen  from 
among  their  open  and  avowed  enemies,  who  like  Pilate 
and  Herod  have  made  friends  as  a  mere  ruse,  while 
several  of  the  new  Faculty  are  so  hostile  to  one  of  the 
old,  that  no  recognition  is  possible,  as  they  feel  degraded 
by  the  association.  Next,  one  of  the  subs  applies  for 
the  Chair  of  Anatomy,  and  as  a  quid  pro  quo,  for  allow- 
ing him  to  qualify  himself  after  his  appointment !  he 
brings  back  the  great  Emeritus  whom  they  had  repudi- 
ated, but  now  gladly  recalled.   He  is  to  teach  Surgery 
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and  yet  there  is  a  Professor  of  Surgery  beside,  who  is 
justly  fastidious  about  the  rights  of  his  Chair;  and  all 
who  know  the  men,  anticipate  the  collision  and  explo- 
sion which  is  inevitable,  Avhen  they  begin  to  teach  the 
same  subjects. 

Then  they  have  a  Chemist  and  Physiologist  who  is 
the  antipodes  of  the  veteran  Professor  of  the  latter 
branch,  and  whom  they  have  slyly  turned  over  to  Ma- 
teria Medica,  but  who  still  teaches  Vitalism,  "  the  rul- 
ing passion  strong  in  death."  Next,  they  have  the 
Professor  of  Gas  filling  the  Munchausen  department  of 
Obstetrics,  and  the  practical  chair  filled  by  a  locum 
tenens,  now  absent,  and  who  is  to  be  superseded  by  an- 
other of  the  subs. 

Now  it  is  plain  that  such  an  organization  cannot  be 
even  galvanized  into  life,  and  the  next  session  will  suf- 
fice to  show  that  neither  the  profession  nor  the  students 
can  by  any  device  be  induced  any  longer  to  uphold  a 
school,  which  is  made  up  of  so  lax  principles,  and  so 
defective  teaching.  Let  them  reform  and  expurgate 
their  Faculty,  and  abandon  their  master  strokes  of  poli- 
cy, for  dignified  and  honorable  competition. 

They  are  otherwise  a  clog  and  hindrance  to  medical 
education  in  New- York,  and  injuriously  affect  the  entire 
business  of  medical  teaching.  Veritas. 


New-York,  April  20,  1852. 

D.  M.  Reese,  M.  D. 

Dear  Sir, — If  you  think  the  within  case  of  sufficient 
interest  to  your  many  readers  to  possess  a  share  of  your 
valuable  journal,  you  can  publish  the  same.  The  por- 
tion of  the  Vena  Cava  ruptured,  I  have  presented  to 
Professor  Parker,  to  be  placed  among  his  Pathological 
specimens. 

Rupture  of  the  Inferior  Vena  Cava. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  December  last,  was  called  to 
visit  a  patient  then  lying  in  the  Ninth  Ward  Station- 
house,  (Jefferson  Buildings,)  having  been  removed  from 
the  street  in  a  helpless  condition  by  policeman  Carlock. 

The  history  of  the  case  is  as  follows:  Martin  Welsh, 
aged  about  30  years,  of  a  sanguine  temperament,  strong 
and  athletic  frame,  occupation,  fat-gatherer,  returning 
from  the  labors  of  the  day  with  his  tin  pail  suspended 
upon  his  arm,  was  thrown  down  and  run  over  whilst 
crossing  Sixth  Avenue  by  a  horse  and  cart  passing  at 
full  speed  up  the  Avenue. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  case  on  first  visit,  found 
the  following  symptoms:  extremities  cold  and  covered 
with  a  clammy  perspiration,  sweat  standing  profusely  on 
the  forehead  and  face,  countenance  anxious,  breathing 
short,  hurried,  and  imperfect,  pupils  dilated,  the  right 
one  most  discernable,  pulse  quick,  feeble,  and  at  times 
imperceptible,  difficult  deglutition,  insensible  to  light 
and  sound,  showing  great  and  extreme  depression  of  the 
vital  powers.  I  examined  particularly  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  integument  and  with  exception  of  a 
slight  discoloration  of  cuticle  behind  the  left  ear  over 
the  sterno  mastoid  muscle,  presented  a  normal  appear- 
ance.  Finding  uo  external  injury  to  warrant  the  above 


symptoms,  and  fearing  a  rupture  of  some  of  the  more 
important  vessels  by  aneurism  or  some  other  lesion,  or- 
dered the  patient  to  be  placed  in  a  recumbent  position, 
strong  stimulating  lotions  to  the  extremities,  mustard 
poultices  to  the  epigastrium,  heated  bricks  to  the  axilla 
and  groins,  and  to  be  warmly  covered  ;  internally,  pre- 
scribed a  diffusable  stimulant  of  brandy  and  camphor 
julep,  and  left,  all  hope  of  recovery  being  lost.  After 
the  interval  of  an  hour  again  visited  him,  and  found  re- 
action very  imperfectly  established,  and  administered  a 
mixture  of  brandy,  ether,  and  ammonia,  which  in  the 
course  of  a  half  hour  brought  about  a  fair  reaction,  so 
much  so,  that  he  was  able  to  answer  interrogatories 
touching  his  residence,  occupation,  etc.  Ordered  the 
stimulant  to  be  given  less  frequently  and  left  the  apart- 
ment. In  six  hours  again  called  and  found  him  tole- 
rably comfortable,  only  complaining  of  a  dull,  dragging 
pain  in  the  right  hypocondiiac  region,  which  at  intervals 
caused  him  great  uneasiness.  About  1  o'clock  the  fol- 
lowing morning  was  attacked  with  violent  emisis  and 
expired  in  a  few  minutes  with  scarcely  a  struggle,  re- 
taining perfectly  his  faculties  to  the  last. 

Autopsy — six  hours  after  death,  in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  Henry,  one  of  my  students,  I  made  a  post-mortem 
examination,  and  found  the  cause  of  death  a  rupture  of 
the  inferior  Vena  Cava,  about  one  and  a  half  inches  be- 
low the  right  emulgent  vein,  the  orifice  about  the  size 
of  a  three  cent  piece,  situated  on  the  right  side  of  the 
Cava.  The  intestines  all  were  normal  and  presented  no 
lesion  worthy  of  interest.  The  abdominal  cavity  was 
filled  with  effused  blood  to  the  extent  of  nearly  three 
quarts.  Duodenum,  jejunum,  ilium  showed  no  appa- 
rent deviation  from  health ;  a  deep  chocolate  color, 
caused  by  lying  in  contact  with  tiie  effused  blood,  per- 
vaded the  entire  track  of  intestine.  Lungs  and  heart 
healthy ;  no  lesion  saving  the  rupture  of  the  Cava  was 
discovered  although  a  critical  examination  was  instituted. 
In  the  above  case  two  important,  and  to  me  interesting 
facts  present  themselves,  the  rupture  of  the  Cava  with 
no  discernable  laceration  of  the  integuments  either  in- 
ternal or  external,  not  even  an  abrasion  of  the  cuticle. 
The  duration  of  time,  being  nearly  thirteen  hours  from 
the  time  of  accident,  the  patient  survived  with  so  large 
an  orifice  and  in  so  important  a  vessel  are,  physiologi- 
cally considered,  items  of  intense  and  important  con- 
sideration. E.  C.  Franklin,  M.  D. 
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Dr.  Dcwees  on  the  Endermic  Treatment  of  Cough, 
Neuralgia,  etc. 

In  practical  medicine  the  chief  object  of  both  prac- 
tioner  and  patient,  is,  to  relieve  and  be  relieved  quickly. 
Empiricism  was  thus  early  established,  as  in  many  cases, 
the  medical  man  could  give  no  true  reason  as  to  the 
modus  operandi  of  the  remedy,  and  the  patient,  reason- 
ably enough,  was  satisfied  with  the  effect.  Accident 
has  thus  been  the  fruitful  source  of  our  knowledge  of 
the  action  of  many  drugs.  Subsequent  researches  of 
skilful  and  scientific  men,  founded  upon  the  known  ac- 
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tions,  have  established  the  laws  of  their  operation, 
through  physiological,  microscopical,  and  analytic  in- 
vestigations. 

The  improvement  now  to  be  expected  in  the  prac- 
tical application  or  administration  of  remedial  means, 
must  flow  through  the  patient  study  of  the  gross  and 
minute  anatomy  of  the  nervous  system,  in  conjunction 
with  organic  chemistry,  and  microscopic  pathology. 
Already,  the  advantages  from  this  mode  of  investiga. 
tion,  are  daily  received  by  those  requiring  medical  ser- 
vices ;  and  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  medicine 
shall  cease  to  be  an  art  and  become  a  science. 

Cough  forms  one  of  the  most  frequent  symptoms 
for  the  relief  of  which  we  are  applied  to.  If  the  vari- 
ous causes  to  which  the  patient  attributes  his  cough, 
were  regularly  set  down  in  a  case  book,  we  might  be 
excused  in  believing  that  there  is  no  ill  to  which  flesh  is 
heir,  and  no  part  of  the  human  body,  but  what  has  its 
cough.  One  has  a  lung  cough  from  cold  ;  another  a 
stomach  cough  from  dyspepsia ;  another  a  liver  cough 
from  that  much  accused  organ  ;  another  a  throat  cough, 
and  so  on,  till  the  whole  anatomy  sounds  with  the 
charge.  They  all  agree  in  one  thing,  however,  "to  be 
cured." 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  direct  attention  to  the 
endermic  and  topical  mode  of  treatment  of  cough,  neu- 
ralgia, etc.  which  has  proved  so  successful  in  my  hands, 
and  to  their  nature  and  seat,  not  mentioned  in  systema- 
tic treatises  on  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 

The  cough  attendant  upon  systematic  diseases,  snch 
as  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  bronchitis,  etc.  I  do  not  wish 
to  allude  to ;  it  being  in  these,  what  might  be  called  the 
cough  of  necessity.  But  where  these  diseases  have  com- 
pleted their  regular  course,  leaving  coughs  generally 
termed  chronic,  as  the  sequel  of  these  affections,  it  is  to 
these  that  I  will  chiefly  refer,  and  propose  the  endermic 
application  of  remedial  measures.  Nor  are  these  symp- 
toms to  be  neglected  by  the  patient  or  carelessly  passed 
over  by  his  attendant,  as  structural  lesion  or  change  but 
too  frequently  results  in  consequence  of  local  or  distal  ir- 
ritation. And  thus  it  is  that  those  organic  changes  in 
the  lungs  are  too  frequently  dated  from  an  attack  of 
pneumonia  or  bronchitis,  when  in  very  many  cases,  they 
were  the  resultants  of  the  cough  itself,  having  their  ori- 
gin in  the  irritability  of  the  local  innervation,  or  of  the 
nervous  centres  themselves. 

Many  persons  are  attacked  with  what  is  generally 
termed  "a  cold,"  accompanied  with  cough  more  or  less 
incessant ;  the  usual  remedies  are  resorted  to,  and  after 
a  day  or  too  the  distress  of  constriction,  soreness,  etc. 
pass  away  or  become  less  severe.  Still  the  cough  is  no 
better ;  and  it  appears  to  the  patient,  if  he  could  only 
"  raise  some  phlegm,"  he  surely  would  be  well  shortly, 
but  nothing  or  little  "  comes  up,"  although  the  effort 
is  incessant  and  the  "  tickling  "  never  subsides. 

Another  individual  will  tell  you  that  he  cannot  re- 
member how  he' caught  cold,  but  that  at  certain  periods 
of  the  day  and  especially  at  night,  he  is  troubled  with 
a  cough,  that  the  sensation  is  not  in  his  tltroat,  but  that 


a  sixrsm  seems  to  take  him  in  the  muscles  of  (he  chest  and 
stomach,  and  he  coughs  with  an  explosive  and  half  hic- 
cupy  effort.  Another  says  he  has  been  a  long  time  sub- 
ject to  "chronic  catarrh  of  the  head,"  and  that  latterly 
he  is  afraid  of  his  lungs,  as  he  coughs  a  great  deal,  -s- 
pecially  whilst  drinking  or  taking  his  meals.  Another 
one  has  a  cough  that  generally  causes  him  to  gag  or 
partially  eject  his  meals,  and  thinks  it  is  a  dyspeptic 
cough. 

In  this  way  patients  daily  consult  their  physicians, 
making  these  and  the  like  statements.  Expectorants 
are  tried  in  vain — cough  candies,  from  the  most  fashion- 
able down  to  the  little  pretending  "  cold  syrups,"  sold 
in  by-streets,  or  at  some  famous  old  lady's  house,  are 
freely  swallowed — still  the  plaguey  cough  holds  on — 
struggling,  straining,  and  wiping  the  eyes  becomes  a 
constant  occupation.  Change  of  air  i.s  then  advised, 
and  in  many  instances  with  benefit ;  but  it  is  not  every- 
body who  can  afford  time  and  monev  for  change,  they 
can  better  afford  to  cough.  At  last,  the  doctor  is  worn 
out  by  these  coughs  of  other  folk,  or  is  called  in  some 
day  to  examine  the  lungs  of  the  patient,  when  he  finds 
out  that  some  pectoral  disease  with  lesion  or  change  of 
structure  has  escaped  his  notice,  and  the  patient  is 
gravely  informed  that  it  was  no  wonder  he  coughed  so 
long,  as  his  lungs  have  been  seriously  affected. 

Now,  in  seven  cases  out  of  ten,  the  cough  has  pro- 
duced the  disorder  of  the  lungs.  Wliat  with  the  local 
and  incessant  irritation,  causing  loss  of  rest,  of  appetite, 
and  the  debilitating  effects  of  prescriptions  and  nostrums, 
the  constitution  of  the  patient  succumbs,  the  nutrition 
and  circnlation  of  the  lungs  become  interfered  with, 
and  a  grave  disorder  results. 

There  is  a  fashion  in  disease  as  well  as  in  dress,  and 
a  most  fascinating  doctrine  with  many  both  in  and  out 
the  profession,  has  been  to  lay  two-thirds  of  nature's 
ills  to  the  poor  mucous  membrane  ;  each  votary  cloth- 
ing the  said  unfortunate  membrane  in  his  own  imagi- 
nary anatomical  garb.  It  would  surely  be  a  most  curi- 
ous set  of  plates  to  behold  accurate  drawings  made  from 
the  description  of  these  mucous  devotees,  with  notes  de- 
tailing the  structure  and  function  of  their  favorite. 

The  method  now  adopted  by  me  for  the  cure  or  re. 
lief  of  these  various  coughs  is  exceedingly  simple.  The 
selection  of  the  spot  is  regulated  by  the  nature  of  the 
cough.  A  piece  of  adhesive  plaster,  from  the  middle 
of  which  a  part  of  the  size  of  a  shilling  has  been  re- 
moved, is  placed  over  the  region  selected ;  then  a  piece 
of  thick  flannel  corresponding  to  the  aperture  in  the 
plaster,  is  to  be  saturated  with  Aq.  Ammon.  Fortis,  and 
applied  to  the  encircled  cuticle.  In  the  course  of  a 
minute  or  two  the  epidermis  or  scarf  skin  will  be  found 
raised  ;  this  is  to  be  gently  removed  by  a  pair  of  pliers 
or  a  towel,  and  a  minute  given  to  allow  the  serum  to 
flow  off.  Having  gently  dried  the  spot  by  the  towel, 
J  to  A-  grain  of  Sulph.  Morphia  is  to  be  evenly  laid  on 
the  surface  and  covered  over  by  a  piece  of  adhesive 
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plaster.  Sometimes  I  remove  the  first  piece  covering 
the  hole,  and  cover  the  part  with  the  fresh  plaster. 

Willi  some,  sickness  and  more  or  less  dizziness  at- 
tack, when  a  large  dose  has  been  laid  on.  I  now  on 
first  application  generally  employ  a  very  small  portion, 
watching  its  effects  and  gradually  increase  to  a  sufficient 
quantity  after  waiting  fifteen  minutes.  Frequently  one 
application  suffices,  but  when  requisite,  the  dressing  is 
again  to  be  made  the  next  day,  when  a  white,  dense 
pellicle  will  generally  be  found  covering  the  part,  which 
should  be  removed  and  the  application  of  the  Morphine 
renewed.  Some  persons  do  not  bear  well  the  removal 
of  the  scarf  skin  ;  with  these  I  adopt  the  plan  of  apply- 
in  «■  to  the  part,  with  a  camel's  hair  peneil,  a  solution  of 
the  Ess.  Oil  of  Mustard  in  Alcohol,  or,  by  means  of  the 
glass  bottle  a  more  elegnnt  application  can  be  made,  by 
the  vapor  of  the  undiluted  Essential  Oil.  This  excites 
the  skin  considerably,  and  after  the  sensation  from  the 
application  has  ceased,  I  apply  double  the  quantity  of 
Morphine  in  over  saturated  solution,  placing  a  piece  of 
oil  silk  or  goldbeaters'  skin  over  the  part,  and  covering 
this  by  adhesive  plaster. 

The  cough  proceeding  from  local  irritation  of  the 
upper  laryngeal  portions,  or  tonsils,  is  not  always  to  be 
relieved  by  the  topical  application  of  the  solution  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  ;  indeed,  in  some  throats  I  have  found 
it  a  very  unsafe  remedy,  producing  rapid  swelling  with 
great  increase  of  the  irritation,  and  sometimes,  though 
rarely,  leaving  a  singular  neuralgic  condition.  I  have 
several  patients  that  it  acts  upon  like  a  poison ;  in  one 
producing  such  engorgement  and  swelling,  that  I  was 
fearful  her  life  would  have  been  forfeited.  To  these 
persons  the  endermic  application  is  invaluable. 

From  seeing  a  great  deal  of  the  diseases  of  the  ear, 
I  was  constantly  struck  by  the  circumstance,  of  many 
mentioning  that  they  could  not  touch  within  the  ear, 
without  producing  cough ;  and  that  they  were  subject 
to  a  cough,  which  they  attributed  to  having  taken  cold 
at  the  time  the  deafness  came  on.  Even  when  they  at 
first  did  not  mention  the  cough,  I  would  frequently  find 
upon  examining  the  ear  with  the  speculum,  that  cough 
was  excited,  and  many  would  then  say  that  it  had 
troubled  them  a  long  time.  A  singular  sense  of  irrita- 
tion and  tickling  reaching  into  the  throat  attends  these 
cases  when  touched.  Again,  in  passing  the  tube  into 
the  cavity  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  I  have  frequently  ob- 
served the  same  symptom  of  cough  attended  with  vio- 
lent sneezing  and  watering  of  the  eyes ;  many  of  them 
would  mention  that  they  thought  they  had  "  catarrh  in 
the  head." 

From  witnessing  these  effects  I  was  inclined  to  try 
the  topical  application  of  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  to  the 
auricle  and  to  the  mouths  of  the  Eustachian  tubes.  The 
success  in  almost  every  case  was  perfect.  With  very 
many  who  were  not  deaf,  the  origin  of  their  cough  ap- 
peared from  the  local  nervous  irritation  of  these  parts, 
and  relief  followed  the  topical  application. 


In  the  case  of  one  lady,  deaf  in  both  ears,  the  cough 
had  existed  for  a  length  of  time,  resisting  internal  medi- 
cation, change  of  air,  etc.  and  she  was  led  to  fear  that 
the  lungs  were  the  seat  of  the  disease  and  were  serious- 
ly affected.  On  touching  the  orifices  of  the  Eustachian 
tubes,  cough  was  instantly  aud  violently  brought  on. 
Complete  success  followed  the  application  of  the  nitrate 
to  them.    The  diagnosis  in  these  cases  is  easy. 

From  considerable  experience,  I  am  satisfied  that 
many  cases  of  laryngeal  and  lung  disease  originate  in 
distal  nervous  irritation;  the  wear  and  tear  of  these  or- 
gans, being  produced  by  the  incessant  cough,  called  into 
action  by  the  extension  of  the  irritation  through  the 
nervous  brandies  supplying  the  pulmonary  and  laryn- 
geal membranes.  At  all  events  in  many  diseases  at- 
tended by  prostration,  or  pulmonary  engorgement,  we 
cannot  afford  to  let  the  patient  cough  much,  as  the  ex- 
haustion by  the  effort,  the  loss  of  refreshing  rest,  and 
the  superinduced  congestion  produced,  render  treatment 
unavailing.  It  is  in  such  cases  that  the  endermic  appli- 
cation of  the  sedative  proves  so  beneficial ;  and  where 
there  is  a  tendency  to  effusion,  or  where  effusion  has 
slowly  taken  place,  when  the  internal  administration  of 
opiates  is  so  fraught  with  danger,  then  the  topical  ab- 
sorption of  the  Morphine,  does  not  produce  like  danger- 
ous results  and  is  always  attended  with  more  relief. 
The  saving  of  the  patient's  stomach  alone  renders  it  in- 
valuable, to  say  nothing  of  the  frequent  incompatibility 
with  the  remedies,  absolutely  necessary  to  the  patient, 
and  their  full  action  in  the  stomach  not  being  prevented 
by  the  local  narcotism,  which  must  more  or  less  ensue, 
when  any  of  the  preparations  of  opium  are  internally 
administered  in  quantity  sufficient  to  allay  cough. 

In  the  neuralgias  of  the  debilitated,  where  iron,  etc. 
have  failed  to  produce  the  looked  for  results,  the  en- 
dermic treatment  will  not  only  relieve  for  the  time,  but 
is  the  best  method  of  gaining  time  till  the  system  can 
I  be  invigorated.  In  many  instances  I  have  found  the 
pain  not  to  return  after  the  first  application.  The  vari- 
ous alkaloidal  or  extractive  preparations  of  narcotics  can 
thus  be  safely  applied. 

I  will  now  briefly  mention  the  anatomical  nervous 
distribution  which  will  serve  to  show  the  localities  for 
endermic  medication. 

The  anterior  fasciculi  of  the  3d  and  4th  cervical 
nerves  form  the  phrenic  or  diaphragmatic  nerve.  The 
superior  cervical  ganglion  of  the  sympathetic,  receives 
a  transverse  anastomotic  branch  from  it  near  its  origin, 
filamentary  connection  with  the  hypoglossal  and  pneu- 
mogastric  nerves  frequently  taking  place.  The  phrenic 
nerve  having  traversed  the  anterior  mediastinum  to 
reach  the  pericardium,  adheres  to  that  membrane  in 
front  of  the  root  of  the  lung,  where  it  is  also  covered 
by  the  corresponding  part  of  the  pleura.  The  left 
phrenic  nerve  passes  around  the  apex  of  the  heart,  giv. 
ing  in  its  passage  a  few  branches  to  the  pericardium, 
and  then  anastomosing  with  the  right  phrenic,  they 
penetrate  the  diaphragm  and  both  are  distributed  upon 
that  muscle.   It  is  through  a  filament  from  the  anterior 
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branch  of  the  3d  cervical  nerve  forming  the  superior  | 
origin  of  the  phrenic  nerve,  that  the  parts  about  the  | 
angle  of  the  jaw  and  external  ear  are  brought  into  con- 
nection with  the  organs  of  respiration — the  posterior  | 
auricular  nerve  being  joined  by  the  auricular  branch  of 
the  pneumogastric.   It  is  only  necessary  to  remember 
that  the  pneumogastric  nerve  supplies  branches  to  the 
heart,  the  lungs,  the  larynx,  the  pharynx,  the  asoptia- 
gus,  stomach,  and  solar  plexus,  to  be  enabled  to  under- 
stand, how  any  irritation  seated  in  any  part  of  this  won- 
derfully complex  nervous  apparatus,  can  call  into  action 
those  parts  receiving  branches  of  distribution  or  of  an- 
astomatic  connection. 

I  have  only  to  repeat  that  in  the  selection  of  the 
proper  place  for  the  endermic  applications,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  nervous  connections  will  afford  the  indica- 
cation.  Where  the  spine  is  diseased  in  the  cervical  re- 
gion, it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  cough  attending — here 
the  selection  is  pointed  out,  aud  the  action  of  the  Mor- 
phine acts  like  a  charm. 

In  what  is  commonly  called  catarrh  of  the  head  I 
have  used  with  benefit  by  the  endermic  mode,  the  gallic 
and  tannic  acids,  as  near  the  top  of  neck  as  convenient, 
When  the  topical  application  of  sol.  nit.  arg.  and  of  vari- 
ous astringents,  by  means  of  the  bent  canula  passed 
through  the  posterior  nerves  and  by  syringing,  has 
failed  to  afford  relief. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add,  that,  the  cause  of  the 
varied  forms  of  cough  may  exist  in  any  portion  of  the 
nerve  from  its  origin  or  trunk,  to  its  terminal  brandies. 
And  by  way  of  illustration  will  remind  an  example  from 
another  organ,  familiar  to  most  surgeons,  viz.  that  when 
pain  in  the  testicle  exists,  owing  to  irritation  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  spine,  etc.  the  organ,  although  at  first 
sound,  is  apt  to  become  diseased,  if  the  pain  continue 
or  be  not  relieved. 
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[Reported.] 
On  Lithotomy. 

[Continued  from  p.  177  ] 

In  the  last  lecture,  we  considered  the  different  steps 
of  the  operation  of  cutting  into  the  bladder  by  the  divi- 
sion of  the  prostate  on  both  sides,  in  the  direction  of  the 
oblique  radii  of  the  gland,  downwards  and  outwards, 
from  the  prostatic  portion  of  the  urethra.  We  also  re- 
reviewed  the  various  other  steps  of  the  operation  after 
the  incisions  were  made,  such  as  the  introduction  of  the 
forceps,  the  seizing  of  the  calculus,  and  the  extraction  of 
the  foreign  body  from  the  cavity  of  the  bladder.  We 
shall  now  describe  the  operation  of  cutting  into  the  blad- 
der by  the  unilateral  section  of  the  prostate,  in  which 
the  gland  is  also  divided  downwards  and,  outwards,  in 
however,  only  one  of  its  oblique  radii.  The  complica- 
tions which  may  arise  during  the  operation,  and  the  con- 


secutive accidents  sometimes  occurring  after  the  calcu- 
lus is  extracted,  will  also  obtain  our  attention. 

The  present  mode  of  operating  for  stone  in  the 
bladder  by  dividing  one  lobe  of  the  prostate,  that  is 
to  say,  by  the  so  called  lateral  operation,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  improvements  which  has  taken  place 
during  the  progress  of  Operative  Surgery.    The  dan- 
ger of  wounding  the  bladder  was  regarded  by  the  an- 
cients with  such  dread,  that  the  operation  of  Lithoto- 
my was  altogether  discarded  from  the  list  of  possible 
operations.    From  Celsus,  however,  we  learn  that  some 
attention  had  been  bestowed  upon  the  subject;  for  we 
find  a  description,  left  by  him,  of  a  method  of  removing 
the  stone  from  the  bladder,  known  as  the  operation  of 
of  cutting  upon  the  gripe.    This  consisted  in  passing  the 
finger  up  the  rectum,  feeling  for  the  calculus  and  then 
hooking  it  down  towards  the  perineum :  an  incision 
was  next  made  across  the  raphe,  in  front  of  the  rec- 
tum, in  the  manner  now  practised  in  performing  the 
bi-lateral  operation :  the  stone  was  thus  cut  upon,  and 
through  the  incision,  the  calculus  was  thrust  out  of  the 
bladder  by  the  action  of  the  finger.   A  hook  was  some- 
times used  when  the  finger  was  found  to  be  insufficient, 
and  this  constitutes  the  operation  termed  the  Litkoto- 
mia  Celsiana,  or  that  by  the  apparatus  minor.  About 
the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  we  have  described 
another  operation  which  was  practised  for  many  gener- 
ations, and  known  as  that  effected  by  what  was  called 
the  apparatus  major,  from  the  number  of  instruments 
used  in  making  the  opening  into  the  bladder.  A  kind  of 
grooved  staff  was  passed  into  the  bladder ;  an  incision 
was  then  made  through  the  perineum,  so  as  to  lay  bare 
the  groove  of  this  instrument ;  a  female  dilator  was 
now  passed  along  the  groove,  into  the  bladder,  and  on 
this,  another,  called  the  male  dilator,  was  passed  also 
into  the  bladder :  the  two  instruments  were  then  for- 
cibly separated,  so  as  to  tear  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
sufficiently  for  the  passage  of  the  calculus  :  a  sort  of 
gorget  or  conductor  was  passed  into  the  bladder,  and 
along  this  the  forceps  were  introduced  to  seize  the  stone. 
By  this  operation,  it  is  evident  that  the  urethra,  from 
the  bulbous  to  the  prostatic  portion,  as  well  as  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  must  have  been  extensively  torn  and  la- 
cerated.  The  epoch,  that  of  renaissance,  was  one  of 
great  mental  activity ;  new  attempts  were  made  to 
render  the  extraction  of  stone  from  the  bladder  less  fatal 
in  its  results ;  and  before  the  close  of  the  century,  we 
find  an  operation  described,  somewhat  analogous  to  the 
lateral  operation  of  the  present  time,  the  introduction  of 
which  has  been  attributed  to  Franco.  Towards  the  year 
1697,  Frere  Jacques,  a  native  of  Beaulieu,  in  France, 
commenced  his  career  as  a  lithotomist.   At  first,  in  his 
operations,  he  used  a  kind  of  double  edged  knife,  by 
which  he  cut  directly  and  at  random  through  the  peri- 
neum, into  the  bladder,  without  employing  a  staff  or 
director.   Next,  he  immediately  introduced  the  forceps, 
and  the  calculus  was  seized  and  extracted.   But  it  was 
only  in  very  rare  cases,  that  success  attended  the  early 
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efforts  of  (he  celebrated  monk  ;  for  the  most  pari,  his 
operation,  thus  recklessly  projected  and  performed,  was 
followed  by  death!  Under  the  guidance,  however,  of 
some  of  the  anatomists  of  the  time,  he  was  induced  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  anatomy  of  the  parts 
involved  in  the  operation,  and  also  to  adopt  the  use  of 
a  grooved  staff.  His  success,  after  this,  became  very 
considerable;  many  persons  repaired  to  him,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  operation  performed  ;  he  acquired 
extensive  reputation,  and  became  the  recipient  of  nume- 
rous presents,  and  of  accumulated  honors. 

The  celebrated  anatomist  and  surgeon,  Raw,  of  Ley- 
den,  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  operation  of 
Frere  Jacques,  during  his  travels  in  Holland,  and  after- 
wards practised,  with  great  success,  the  same  operation, 
as  was  supposed.  Raw,  himself,  however,  never  divulg- 
ed his  mode  of  operating,  and  it  is  only  from  the  account 
of  his  method,  as  given  by  Albinus,  his  pupil  and  suc- 
cessor, that  any  inferences  in  regard  to  the  different 
steps  can  be  deduced.  Albinus,  however,  is  not  a  reli- 
able authority,  or  else  Raw's  operation  was  not  attend- 
ed with  the  success  attributed  to  it.  Thus,  according  to 
Albinus,  Raw  made  his  incision  into  the  bladder,  be- 
tween the  prostate  and  the  ureter,  an  operation  which 
subsequent  experience  has  shown  to  be  founded  upon 
erroneous  principles. 

From  Holland,  Raw's  operation,  as  described  by  Al- 
binus, was  introduced  into  England,  and  was  first  prac- 
tised by  Dr.  Bamber,  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
in  London.  Cheselden,  at  that  time,  was  Surgeon  to 
St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  and  upon  being  informed  of  the 
success  which  had  attended  the  supposed  operation  of 
Raw,  on  the  continent,  he  speedily  abandoned  the  high 
operation,  which  he  had  previously  practised,  and  adopt- 
ed the  new  procedure.  Cheselden's  first  operation  con- 
sisted in  introducing  a  grooved  staff,  cutting  through 
the  left  lateral  triangle  of  the  perineum,  along  the  side 
of  the  prostate :  next,  passing  the  left  forefinger  to  the 
bottom  of  the  wound,  he  took  a  curved  knife,  sharp  on 
the  concave  side,  and  thrust  it  into  the  side  of  the  blad- 
der, so  as  to  make  an  incision  of  sufficient  extent  for  the 
introduction  of  the  forceps,  thus  leaving  untouched  the 
urethra,  the  prostate,  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 
This  mode  of  operating,  in  Cheselden's  hands,  was  far 
from  being  attended  with  favorable  results.  From  his 
own  account,  many  of  his  patients  died  from  the  effects 
of  infiltration  of  urine  into  the  cellular  tissue,  on  the 
outside  of  the  rectum  and  in  the  neighboring  parts. 
Convinced  of  the  danger  and  imperfection  of  this  mode 
of  incising  into  the  bladder,  he  projected  his  second 
operation,  which  was  followed  by  brilliant  results ;  and 
which,  with  slight  modifications,  is  still  adopted  by  the 
best  surgeons,  when  the  size  of  the  calculus  indicates 
the  unilateral  section,  only,  of  the  prostate  gland.  Ches- 
elden's second  operation  is  thus  described  by  himself  in 
his  "Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body."  [Ed.  1730.]  "I 
first  make  as  long  an  incision  as  I  well  can,  beginning 
near  the  place  where  the  old  operation  ends,  and  cut- 


I  ting  down  between  the  musculus  accelerator  urinae 
and  erector  penis,  and  the  side  of  the  intestinum  rec- 
j  turn  ;  I  then  feel  for  the  staff  and  cut  upon  it  the  length 
;  of  the  prostate  gland  straight  on  to  the  bladder,  hold- 
ing down  the  gut  all  the  while  with  one  or  two  fingers 
of  my  left  hand."    This,  in  fact,  is  the  operation  of 
I  Franco,  the  principal  steps  of  which  consist  in  the  di- 
I  vision  of  the  prostate  in  one  of  its  oblique  radii,  the  in- 
j  cision  being  made  by  passing  a  bistoury  along  the  groove 
j  of  a  staff  already  passed  into  the  bladder,  thus  dividing 
the  deep  parts.    Numerous  modifications  have  been 
'[  applied  to  the  operation  of  Franco,  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  making  the  external  and  deep  incisions,  and 
1  more  particularly  in  regard  to  the  various  instruments 
!  which  have  at  times  been  employed.  Thus,  for  example, 
Cheselden  himself  used  a  knife,  shaped  somewhat  like  the 
common  scalpel,  cutting  the  prostate  from  before  back- 
wards ;  while  Frere  Come  used  the  Lithotome  Cachd 
simple,  dividing  the  gland  from  within  outwards.  Sir 
Caesar  Hawkins  invented  a  cutting  gorget,  and  this  again 
has  been  oftentimes  varied  into  new  forms.    Here  is  the 
gorget  as  modified  by  Physick.   A  beak  has  been  add- 
!  ed  by  some  to  the  knife,  and  the  blade  of  this  has  at  the 
!  same  time  been  diversified  in  form.   Here  is  the  beaked 
knife  of  Mr.  Blizard,  the  blade  of  which,  as  you  see, 
is  long,  straight,  and  narrow,  and  well  suited  to  slide 
along  the  groove  of  the  staff.    The  best  surgeons  of  the 
English  school  have,  however,  generally  returned  to  the 
I  use  of  the  knife,  modified  principally  in  reference  to  the 
shape  of  the  blade,  and  the  extent  of  the  cutting  por- 
i  tion  of  the  edge.   The  best  among  these  is  the  knife 
|  used  by  Mr.  Liston,  the  character  of  which  you  can  ob- 
J  serve  by  inspecting  the  blade  of*  this  instrument  I  now 
;  hand  you.    The  blade  is  shaped  somewhat  in  scalpel 
form,  and  is  about  two  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  the 
edge  being  sharp  only  for  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter, 
j  You  will  observe  that  the  handle  of  the  instrument  is 
some  four  inches  and  a  half  long,  and  sufficiently  large 
!  to  allow  of  its  being  held  firmly  by  the  hand  in  the  va- 
I  rious  positions. 

The  grooved  staff  and  the  position  of  the  groove  it- 
self have  also  been  subjected  to  modification.  Here  is 
a  curved  staff,  the  groove  of  which  is  on  the  convexity 
of  the  instrument ;  here  is  another,  where  the  groove  is 
placed  on  the  side  of  the  curved  portion  ;  here  again,  is 
the  staff  as  introduced  by  Mr.  Aston  Key,  of  London, 
straight,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  bend  at  the  end, 

j  and  with  the  groove  in  the  centre.  The  staff  best  fitted 
for  use  in  the  operation  of  Lithotomy  is  the  one  which 
is  curved,  large  enough  to  fill  well  the  urethra,  and 
having  a  deep  groove  placed  between  the  convex  aspect 

i  and  the  side  of  the  curved  portion  of  the  instrument. 
From  what  has  just  been  said,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  numerous  modifications  of  the  lateral  operation, 
described  by  Franco,  as  far  as  the  instruments  are  con- 
cerned, depend  upon  varieties  in  the  shape  and  mode 
of  action  of  three  kinds  of  cutting  instruments,  the 
Lithotome  cache,  the  Gorget,  and  the  Knife.  The 
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Gorget  is  still  used  by  some  expert  operators,  both  in 
this  country  and  in  Great  Britain.  The  Lithotome 
cache,  is  used  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  especially  in 
Fiance.  When  one  lobe  only  of  the  prostrate  has  to 
be  incised,  the  facility  and  simplicity  attending  the  use  of 
the  knife  obtain  for  that  instrument  the  preference  over 
all  others.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  in  particular 
cases,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  bladder,  or  of  the 
other  structures  involved  in  the  operation,  either  the 
Gorget  or  Lithotome  cache  may  be  advantageously  used. 

With  the  preliminary  remark,  that  the  parts  incised 
are  the  same,  whatever  instrument  is  employed,  I  shall 
now  exhibit  to  you  the  different  steps  of  the  operation 
upon  the  cadaver,  as  performed  by  the  knife,  repeating, 


as  it  were,  the  operation  you  have  recently  witnessed  upon 
the  boy  iu  Ward  No.  5.  This  is  the  operation  of  Fran- 
co, or  as  some  say  of  Cheselden,  modified  bv  the  late  Mr. 
Liston,  the  most  dexterous  operator  of  modern  times. 

The  same  preparations,  already  described  as  re- 
quired for  the  bi-lateral  operation,  are  necessary  for  the 
performance  of  the  operation  of  Lithotomy  bv  the  late- 
ral incision.  The  rectum  must  be  emptied  ;  the  peri- 
neum shaved ;  the  patient  secured  in  the  proper  posi- 
tion ;  and  the  assistants  so  arranged  as  to  afford  ev*ry 
aid  and  facility  to  the  operator.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
repeat  the  details  of  these  arrangements,  as  they  have 
been  separately  considered  and  enjoined  while  treating 
of  the  bi-lateral  Lithotomy. 


Lithotomy  Knife. 
Grooved  Staff: 

Forceps — straight  and  curved. 


Besides  the  necessary  instruments  employed  in  the 
different  methods  of  cutting  into  the  bladder  by  the 
perineum,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  a  calculus,  the 
special  instruments  required  to  perform  lateral  litho- 
tomy, as  I  am  about  to  show  you,  Hre,  this  knife,  which 
you  have  already  examined,  modelled  and  used  by 
Liston ;  and  a  staff,  such  as  this,  large  enough  in  dia- 
meter to  fill  completely  the  urethra,  having  a  deep 
groove  on  the  side  between  the  convex  and  lateral 
aspects,  and  extending  along  the  curve  of  the  instru- 
ment, to  within  a  line  or  two  of  its  extremity.  To 
these,  should  be  added  the  forceps,  straight  and  curved, 
of  different  sizes,  and  the  other  instruments  already 
mentioned  in  the  last  lecture. 

In  performing  lateral  lithotomy,  the  superficial  in- 
cisions are  made  through  the  left  lateral  triangle  of  the 
perineum ;  while  the  deep  incisions  are  intended  to 
divide  the -membranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  the  left 
lobe  of  the  prostate,  in  its  inferior  oblique  radius,  and 
that  portion  of  the  true  neck  of  bladder  which  is  en- 
circled by  the  prostate  gland.  The  principal  parts  to 
be  avoided,  in  making  the  several  incisions,  are  the 
bulb  and  its  artery  in  front,  the  rectum  posteriorly,  and 
the  internal  pudic  artery,  coursing  along  the  inner 
border  of  the  osseous  arch  of  the  pelvis,  externally. 


The  dissection  of  the  perineum,  before  you  on  the  table, 
exhibits  very  clearly  the  relative  anatomy  of  these  im- 
portant parts,  and  I  shall  direct  your  attention  to  them, 
while  I  now  execute  the  different  steps  of  the  operation. 

The  instruments,  then,  being  properly  arranged,  the 
patient  placed  and  secured,  and  the  assistants  disposed 
as  heretofore  described,  the  Surgeon  now  takes  the 
staff,  and  standing  between  the  legs,  or  on  the  left  of 
the  palient,  introduces  it  into  the  bladder,  and  inclining 
the  handle  slightly  to  the  right,  gives  it  in  charge  to  an 
assistant  to  hold.  The  same  assistant,  who  stands  on 
the  right  of  the  patient,  is  directed  to  hook  up  the  in- 
strument under  the  pubes,  holding  it  firmly  with  the 
left  hand,  while  with  the  right,  he  elevates  the  scrotum, 
taking  care  not  to  drag  the  integuments  of  the  perineum 
too  ninch  upwards.  The  operator,  seated  in  front  of 
the  perineum  on  a  stool  or  chair  of  convenient  height, 
now  takes,  in  the  manner  of  holding  a  pen,  the  litho- 
tomy knife  in  his  right  hand,  and  stretching  transversely 
the  skin  of  the  perineum,  with  the  thumb  and  index 
finger  of  the  left  hand,  he  makes  an  incision  through 
the  skin  and  adipo-cellular  tissue  of  the  left  side  of  the 
perineum,  commencing  at  a  point  on  the  left,  and 
within  a  line's  breadth  of  the  raphe,  about  one  inch  and 
three  quarters  in  front  of  the  anus,  and  extending  down- 
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wards  and  outwards,  along  the  left  side  of  the  peri- 
neum, midway  between  the  anus  and  the  tuberosity  of 
the  ischium,  to  terminate  about  half  an  inch  beyond 
the  lower  margin  of  the  orifice  of  the  anus.  The  fore 
finger  of  the  left  hand  is  then  introduced  into  the 
wound,  and  by  a  few  slight  touches  of  the  knife,  the 
edge  directed  downwards,  the  transverse  muscle  of  the 
perineum  and  some  of  the  anterior  fibres  of  the  levator 
ani  are  next  divided.  The  left  fore  finger,  used  at 
times  to  push  aside  the  rectum,  and  to  examine  the 
tissues  in  the  way  of  the  knife,  is  thrust  into  the  wound, 
between  the  accelerator  urinae  muscle  and  the  erector 
penis;  the  resisting  fibres  of  the  deep  perineal  aponeu- 
roses are  thus  met  with  and  divided.  The  groove  of  the 
staff  can  be  distinctly  felt,  for  the  membranous  portion 
of  the  urethra  is  now  reached.  The  fore  finger  is  then 
made  to  rest  upon  the  staff ;  so  that  its  radial  border 
shall  look  downwards,  and  the  left  edge  of  the  groove 
shall  be  opposite  to,  or  lodged  in,  the  depression,  be- 
tween the  nail  and  the  pulp  of  the  finger.  The  flat  sur- 
face of  the  knife  is  now  passed  along  the  nail  of  the  in- 
dex, and  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra  is  laid 
open,  about  three  lines  in  front  of  the  prostate,  by  cut- 
ting upon  the  groove.  The  sensation  imparted  by  the 
contact  of  two  metallic  bodies,  clearly  enough  points  out 
the  entrance  of  the  knife  into  the  groove  of  the  staff, 
through  the  walls  of  the  urethra.  Without  removing 
the  point  of  the  knife  from  the  groove,  the  palm  of  the 
hand  is  turned  upwards,  so  that  the  instrument  is  held, 
with  the  edge  turned  downwards  the  thumb  and  middle 
finger  placed  at  the  junction  of  the  blade  and  handle,  the 
ring  and  little  finger  pressing  the  handle  against  the 
ball  of  the  thumb,  and  the  root  of  the  cutting  edge 
resting  on  the  pulp  of  the  index  finger.  Held  in  this  po- 
sition, the  knife  is  slid  along  the  groove  into  the  blnd- 
der,  cutting  in  its  progress,  from  before  backwards,  the 
side  of  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  the  pros- 
tatic portion,  and  the  left  lateral  lobe  of  the  prostate  to 
the  proper  extent,  in  the  direction  of  its  oblique  inferior 
radius.  The  handle  of  the  knife  is  now  slightly  depressed, 
and  the  instrument  is  withdrawn  in  the  direction  of  the 
externa]  wound,  lateralizing  the  edge  so  as  to  keep  clear 
of  the  internal  pudic  artery  and  rectum.  The  staff  is 
next  removed,  and  the  fore  finger  passed  into  the  blad- 
der, through  the  incision,  in  search  of  the  stone. 

The  parts  about  the  neck  of  the  bladder  are  exten- 
sible to  a  considerable  degree,  and  even  when  the  ante- 
terior  margin  of  the  prostate  only  is  notched,  the  fore- 
finger can  effect  dilatation  of  the  parts,  so  as  to  permit 
of  the  easy  introduction  of  the  forceps,  and  the  extrac- 
tion of  a  stone  of  moderate  dimensions. 

The  next  steps  of  the  operation  consist  in  the  intro- 
duction of  the  forceps  into  the  bladder,  the  seizing  of 
the  calculus  and  its  extraction  through  the  wound  ;  but 
as  the  details  of  each  of  these  several  manoeuvres  have 
been  previously  given  at  length,  it  is  unnecessary  to-  re- 
peat them  here.  ^ 


Much  diversity  of  opinion  has  existed  in  regard  to 
the  extent  to  which  the  incision  of  the  prostate  might 
be  safely  carried.  The  source  of  disagreement  has  aris- 
en from  the  fact  that  the  base  of  the  prostate  gland 
cannot  be  passed  without  dividing  the  ilio-vesical  fascia, 
which  forms  a  kind  of  barrier  or  septum,  between  the 
perineum  and  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  The  act  of  trans- 
cending the  limits  or  circumference  of  the  prostate  is 
regarded  by  some  surgeons  as  almost  necessarily  fatal ; 
while  other  authorities  lay  it  down  as  a  precept  that  the 
incision  of  the  prostate  may  be  freely  extended,  without 
danger,  beyond  the  border  of  the  gland. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  first  that  a  wound  of  the  ilio- 
vesical  fascia  is  attended  with  infiltration  of  urine  into 
the  loose  cellular  tissue  of  the  interior  of  the  pelvis,  and 
and  also  with  the  terrible  consequences  resulting  from 
suppuration,  gangrene,  purulent  absorption,  and  other 
formidable  evils ;  and  for  this  reason,  Mr.  Liston,  Vel- 
peau,  Scarpa,  Callisen,  Brodie,  and  other  high  autho- 
rities denounce  the  free  incision  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
prostate,  as  likely  to  lead  to  a  fatal  result.  Among  the 
modern  partisans  of  the  free  incision  beyond  the  margin 
of  the  prostate,  may  be  mentioned  Malgaigne,  and  Sam- 
uel Cooper,  the  latter  of  whom  attributes  the  extravasa- 
tion of  urine  into  the  cellular  tissue,  to  the  incision  of 
the  skin  being  too  small  and  too  high  up,  and  from  the 
axis  of  the  internal  part  of  the  incision  not  correspond- 
ing with  that  of  the  external  wound. 

It  is  certainly. evident  from  the  anatomical  disposi- 
tion of  the  ilio-vesical  fascia,  that  wounds  of  it,  commu- 
nicating with  the  interior  of  the  bladder,  must  almost 
inevitably  be  attended  with  effusion  of  urine  into  the  cel- 
lular tissue,  within  the  pelvis.  It  is  unsurgical,  there- 
fore, to  wound  or  perforate  this  important  barrier,  in 
the  operation  of  lithotomy,  and  the  rule  to  adopt  is,  to 
confine  your  incisions  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
gland.  Hence  the  utility  of  the  bi-lateral,  and  even  of 
quadri  lateral  lithotomy. 


[To  be  continued.] 


Lecturer  on  Dentistry. 

It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  this  city,  have  ap- 
pointed John  Trenor,  M.  D.  as  Lecturer  on  Dentistry 
in  that  school,  and  that  he  has  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment. This  department  being  thus  established  will 
doubtless  be  elevated  to  a  full  professorship  hereafter. 

We  refer  our  readers  to  the  communication  of  ''•  A 
Physician  "  on  another  page,  in  which  the  views  of  Dr. 
Gardette,  of  Philadelphia,  are  adopted  and  defended! 
We  can  see  no  objection  to  the  continuance  of  the 
Dental  Colleges,  which  are  multiplying  over  the  country, 
since  they  will  not  conflict  with  the  establishment  of 
Dental  Chairs  in  any  of  our  medical  schools;  nor 
should  the  one  become  antagonistic  or  hostile  to  the 
other.  Let  there  be  a  wholesome  competition  and 
rivalry  between  the  two  methods  of  teaching,  until  ex- 
perience shall  satisfy  all,  which  of  the  systems  best  sue- 
eeeds  in  qualifying  the  pupils  for  the  Dental  profession. 
Eminent  men  are  on  both  sides  of  the  mooted  question, 
and  there  need  be  no  strife  until  it  shall  be  settled  by- 
fair  comparison. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


KlfiRSTED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT 


The  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  Medicine' 
throughout  the  United  States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  aAmed 
invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 


Roots, 


A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 

members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for  I  together  with  every 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  of 

AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OB  TUMORS  FBOM  ANY  OTHEB  CAUSE,  FOB 
FBESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,    BOILS,  ^  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 
&c.  &c. 


A.  B.  80    D.SAN  DS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM-STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW- YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  (lie  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India.  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Sonps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronze*, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware,  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 
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le  comprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 


It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUT1ENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  ofteher,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  live 
or  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE ;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
Jt  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  all  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  andULCE R-6,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address. 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  532  Broadway, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New-York.) 

COLLAMORE  HOUSE. 

*»*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 

JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 

RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 

ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broadsl.  Newark,  N.  J. 

R.  D.  COVERT,  MorrUtovm,  N.  J. 

C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 

H.  G.  FOWLER  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Stt.mford,  Ct.  and 

S.  SAWYER,  124  Late  st.  Chicago,  III. 


\  EUXffl  OF  OPIUM, 

!  This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drug. 

I       It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
|  bination,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
J  upon  which  its  bad  effects  depend,    it  possesses  ail  the  sedative,  anodyne 
;  and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 
j        To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
\  bility  of  body  and  mind  ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  Iff..  6fc. 
And  being  purified  f/om  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera- 
on  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headache. 
Nor  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  general  health. 
Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De. 
narcotized  Laudauum,  and  every  otherOpiato  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 
1.  In  its  containing  all  tho  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
I  only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  state  of 
j  combination  too,  produce  all  the  characteristic  effects  of  so  triumphant  a 
j  remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  its  other  valuable  principles  are  excluded. 
1       2.  In  its  effects,  the  Elixir  is  morecharacteristic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Morphine. 

3.  And  ss  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeteriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine  ;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  latler  from  being  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  be 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainty  of  obtaining  all  their  salutary  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice  : 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I. ,  July  7, 1846. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  ed  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  no  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  either  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  to  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  wag  followed  by  a 
state  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  hours 
after  takinga  moderate  dose,  with  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes  ;  but  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  1  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeling 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti-emetic  it  is  invalu- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  are  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  in  use  for  particular  conditions.      Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.D. 

ID"  NOTICE. — A.  B.&D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun- 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  1  he  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  1841,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  duriog  that 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consumers  that  no  Elixir  of  Opiuin 
will  hereafter  be  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper;  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  WhoIesaleDruggists,  141  William-street,  corner  of 
Fulton,  New-York.   Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 
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A  Psychological  and  Literary  Phenome- 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 

SESSION    OF  1852-3. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES  will  com- 
mence on  the  first  Monday  ill  November,  under  the  following 
arrangement,  and  close  on  the  last  of  February  : 

JEDEDIAH  COBB,  M  D.  Professor  of  Aualomy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
macy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  Jr.  M.  D.  Adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy.  * 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Patho- 
logy. 

T.  O.  EDWARDS.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

H.  W.  BAXLEY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical 
Anatomy. 

LANDON  C.  RIVES,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

DANIEL  DRAKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
and  Clinical  Medicine. 

WM.  IT.  COBB,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the  first  of  October, 
and  continued  throughout  the  session.  Every  desirable  facility 
will  be  afforded  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  (he  Professors  of  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  will  be  delivered  regularly  throughout  the  ses- 
sion, at  the  Commercial  Hospital. 

Preliminary  Lectures,  during  the  month  of  October,  will  be 
delivered  by  members  of  the  Faculty.  This  course  (which  will 
be  free)  will  embrace  Clinical  Lectures  at  the  Hospital,  and 
Lectures  at  the  College.  It  will  not  infringe  on  the  regular 
Course. 

The  new  College  Building,  jitsl  finished,  will  be  in  readiness 
in  every  respect  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  course;  pupils, 
therefore,  may  rely  on  every  convenience  for  the  prosecution  of 
their  studies. 

Fees — For  the  whole  Course  collectively,  $105  :  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $5  ;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $10  ;  Hospital  Ticket,  $5  ; 
Graduation  Fee,  $25. 

Good  Board  (including  fuel  and  lights)  will  average  about 
$2.50  per  week. 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Cinncinatti,  July,  1852. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

SESSION    OP  1853-3. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
the  II  th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  first  day  of  March. 
The  Annual  Commencement  for  conferring  degrees  will  be  held 
early  in  March,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  month,  as  formerly. 

ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Institutes  of 
Medicine,  &Q. 

ROBERT  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 
and  General  Therapeutics. 

JOSEPH  PANCOAST,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Des- 
criptive, and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

JOHN  K.  MITCHELL,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Practice  of  Me- 
dicine. 

THOMAS  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Institutes  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

FRANKLIN  BACHE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

ELLERSLIE  WALLACE,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  of  October, 
and  during  the  course,  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  will  be  inves- 
tigated, prescribed  for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During 
the  past  year,  two  thousand  and  twenty-nine  cases  were  treated, 
and  three  hundred  and  eight  operations  performed.  Among 
these  were  many  major  operations — an  amputation  of  the  leg, 
thigh,  arm,  hand,  mammae,  &c.  trephining,  tying  the  carotid, 
extensive  plastic  operations,  resection  of  the  femur  for  ankylosis, 
removal  of  the  superior  and  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone,  reduc- 
tion of  dislocations — some  of  old  standing,  treatment  of  fractures 
of  the  thigh,  arm,  forearm,  &c.  &c. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the  student  to 
attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical  demonstrations  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  Dissecting-rooms  will  be 
open,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the 
Demonstrator. 

FEES. 

Matriculation,  which  is  paid  only  once,  -  $5  00 
Each  Professor,  $15         ....      l()5  00 

Graduation,      -■   30  00 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last  session  was  506  ;  and 
of  Graduates  228. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D. 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  No.  1  Girard-street. 


July,  1852. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE, 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


The  Lectures  in  this  Department  will  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  November  next,  and  terminate  on  the  lust  of  February. 

CHARLES  W.  SHORT,  M.  D.  Emeritus  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

BENJAMIN  R.  PALMER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Descriptive 
and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

LUNSFORD  P.  YANDELL,  M  T>.  Professor  of  Physio- 
logy and  Pathological  Anatomy.  9 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

HENRY  MILLER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetric  Medicine. 

LEWIS  ROGERS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics. 

BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,  Jr.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  RICHARDSON,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  Fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each  Professor  is 
$15,  payable  invariably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library 
Fee  together,  $5.  Graduation  Fee,  $25.  Practical  Anatomy  and 
Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken  at  least  once  before  gra- 
duation.   Rooms  open  from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  students,  will  be 
delivered  during  the  month  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  at  the  Louisville 
Marine  Hospital. 

Ticket  $5,  to  be  taken  once  before  Graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  established  in  connection  with  the 
University,  at  which  operations  are  performed,  and  cases  pres- 
cribed for  and  lectured  upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

Good  Boarding  can  be  procured  at  from  $2  50  to  $3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D. 

August,  1852.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 


FREE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 

SESSION  1852-3. 

ZINA  PITCHER,  M.  D.  Emer.  Prof.  Institutes  of  Medicine 
and  Obstetrics. 

SAMUEL  DENTON,  M.  D.  President,  Prof.  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

ABRAM  SAGER,  M.  D.  Prof.  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children. 

SILAS  H.  DOUGLASS,  M.  D.  Prof.  Chemistry,  Pharmacy, 
and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

M.  GUNN,  M.  D.  Prof.  Aualomy  and  Surgery. 
J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  M.  D.  Secretary,  Prof.  Materia  Medica, 
Therapeutics  and  Physiology. 

EDMUND  ANDREWS,  M.  D.  Assistant  Lecturer  in  Ana- 
tomy and  Demonstrator. 

The  Third  Annual  Session  will  commence  upon  Wednesday, 
the  6th  day  of  October  next,  and  continue  till  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  April  ensuing.  A  Matriculation  Fee  of  Ten  Dollars  entitles 
to  the  privilege  of  permanent  membership.  Four  Lectures  daily, 
or  a  total  varying  from  five  hundred  and  forty  to  five  hundred 
and  sixty  during  the  entire  term. 

The  prime  object  of  the  Institution  will  continue  to  be,  to 
carry  out  as  strictly  as  possible,  in  spirit  and  detail,  the  require- 
ments of  the  National  Medical  Association. 

For  further  particulars,  if  desired,  address  the  Secretary  of 
the  Faculty  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  Sec. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE, 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

NINTH,  BELOW  LOCUST-STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows: 

WILLIAM  DARRACH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JOHN  WILTBANK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

HENRY  S.  PATTERSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

DAVID  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  M.  ALLEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

FRANCIS  GURNEY  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine. 

WILLIAM  H.  GOBRECHT,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  An- 
atomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1852-3  will  commence  on 
Monday  the  11th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  ensuing  1st 
of  March. 

The  Anatomical  Rocm3  will  be  opened  early  in  September, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator. 

Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Fres. — Marticulalion,  $5 ;  to  each  Professor,  $15;  Gradua- 
tion, $30. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Registrar, 
181  N.  Ninth-street,  Philadelphia. 

August,  1852. 


NEW'MLM12^Atii,?)LLEGE- 

The  next  Annual  Couree  of  Lectures  in  the  New- York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  Cth  October,  1852,  and  continue  five 
months. 

Horace  Gbeen,  M.  D.  President  of  the  Faculty,  and  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  H.  Whitaker,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and 
Surgical  Anatomy. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
rapeutics. 

B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseafes  of 
Women  and  Children. 

R.  Ogden  Doremus,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

J.  M.  Carnociian,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of 
Surgery  with  Surgical  Pathology. 

Edmund  R.  Peasi.ee,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 

Microscopy. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Wednesday  22nd 
of  September,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Couree,  and  will 
be  free  to  all  Medical  Students. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  exten- 
sive Museum  fully  representing  external  and  internal  pathology,  together 
with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New- York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass 
those  of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  atce-s  to 
the  New-York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hosj  ital,  as 
well  as  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various^Dispensaries  ol  the 
city.  A  Surgical  and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  be  held 
weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  su  b 
jects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 

Fees. — Matriculation,  $5.  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5.  The  full  course 
$105.   For  the  final  examination,  $30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practise 
his  profession  in  any  part  of  the  State  without  being  subject  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  examinations  from  Medical  Societies. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS, 

Dean,  of  the  Faculty. 

New. York  Medical  College,  ? 
East  Thirtcenth-st  near  Broadway.  J 
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Professional  Advertisements  will  be  inserted 
at  the  following  rates,  viz  : 

Single  insertion,  for  a  column,  $5. 

12  lines  or  less,  $1. 
Annual  advertisers,  for  a  column,  $10  per  quarter. 

"  "        12  lines  or  less,  $5.    "  " 

Smaller  advertisements  in  proportion. 
Medical  Colleges,  Lectures,  &c.  will  be  charged  at 
the  annual  rates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inser- 
tions, whether  more  or  less  than  a  quarter. 

Subscription. — The  price  of  this  journal  is  $1  per 
annum,  which  must  lie  paid  in  advance.  Double  num- 
bers, 12  J  cents.    Extra  copies,  $10  per  hundred. 


TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

This  being  a  Double  number,  our  next  issue  will  be 
on  the  15  th  of  September. 


Postponed  Articles. 

The  press  upon  our  columns  has  compelled  us  to 
postpone  until  the  next  number,  several  original  and 
valuable  articles.  Among  these  are  the  concluding  lec- 
ture of  Professor  Carnochan,  on  Lithotomy ;  Dr.  Isaac 
Greene's  successful  case  of  Amputation  of  the  Lower 
Jaw,  with  wood-cuts;  Dr.  O'Reilly's  case  of  Tumour  of 
the  Neck,  also  with  wood-cuts ;  beside  several  others. 


New-York   Pathological  Society. 

We  commend  to  the  attention  of  this  learned  body, 
the  recent  case  of  sudden  mortality  of  a- gentleman  in 
Fourth-street,  under  the  care  of  one  of  their  number ; 
and  shall  expect  their  sage  opinions  in  the  next  number 
of  the  Medical  Times,  which  they  have  made  their 
chosen  organ  by  resolution.  If  they  do  not  shrink 
from  a  full  report  of  that  12  gr.  dose  of  Quinine  for  a 
Remittent  Fever,  followed  the  next  day  by  bleeding 
and  mustard  plasters  for  Pneumonia,  and  death  soon 
after,  we  will  withhold  the  notice  sent  us  for  publica- 
tion.   Let  them  speak  through  their  organ. 


Cholera. 

The  epidemic  form  of  this  dreaded  disease  has  ap- 
peared at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  and  sundry  other  places  in 
the  Western  part  of  our  State.  In  the  city  of  New- 
York  we  hear  of  but  a  few  sporadic  cases,  although 
the  disease  has  for  some  weeks  been  in  the  Marine  and 
Emigrants'  Hospitals.  The  utmost  precautions  are 
called  for  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  and  the  citizens. 


Wholesale  Plagiarism  by  Professor  Bedford  ! 

The  "  Psychological  Phenomenon,"  as  Professor 
Charles  A.  Lee  denominated  this  scandalous  plagiarist 
of  an  entire  lecture,  in  the  withering  exposure  of  Dr. 
Bedford,  which  he  made  at  the  time;  has  been  repro- 
duced in  the  Scalpel,  from  which  we  copy.  In  allu- 
sion to  the  reference  made  to  this  subject  in  a  recent 
editorial,  a  correspondent  uses  this  language  : — 

"  The  man  who  delivers  a  stolen  lecture  as  his  own, 
is  simply  a  knave  ;  but  when  he  consents  to  publish  it, 
he  shows  himself  likewise  to  be  a  fool.  He  thus  eter- 
nizes his  own  shame,  and  writes  himself  down  an  ass. 
There  is  no  respectable  College  in  the  country,  who,  for 
such  an  offence,  would  not  drive  such  a  Professor  from 
the  chair  he  had  disgraced,"  always  excepting  the  Uni- 
versity of  Next)-  York  !   Proh  pudor  ! 

This  quotation  is  good  round  Anglo-Saxon,  and 
what  is  better,  it  is  a  timely  expression  of  just  senti- 
ments, such  as  will  find  a  response  from  the  profession 
at  home  and  abroad. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  exposure  when  first  made, 
aroused  so  much  indignation  and  scorn  among  the  pro- 
fession, that  Dr.  Bedford  was  compelled  to  offer  his  re- 
signation, which  his  colleagues  would  have  accepted, 
nothing  loth ;  but  in  the  language  of  one  of  them,  "  it 
would  have  been  very  inconvenient  at  the  time  to  have 
relieved  Dr.  Bedford  of  his  pecuniary  responsibilities 
for  the  College,"  and  he  held  his  chair  because  his 
claims  could  not  be  met,  and  is  hence  called  the 
"pecuniary  Professor  I" 


Yale  College. 
The  circular  of  the  medical  institution  of  this  Col- 
lege is  received,  bearing  the  names  of  six  "  Medical 
Examiners"  other  than  the  Professors,  so  that  the  pro 
fession  in  Connecticut  hold  a  salutary  and  necessary 
protection  from  the  deplorable  mischiefs  of  the  indis- 
criminate conferring  of  degrees  by  the  interested  par- 
ties, who  elsewhere  combine  in  their  own  persons, 
both  the  teaching  and  licensing  power.  The  signs  of 
the  times  indicate  that  these  mercenary  monopolies  are 
to  be  superseded  by  independent  Boards  of  Examiners 
in  every  State  of  the  Union,  and  they  will  be,  as  soon 
as  the  profession  and  the  public  shall  be  fully  enlight- 
ened as  to  the  manner  in  which  diplomas  are  lavished 
upon  unqualified  students,  provided  they  can  only  pay 
the  fees.    To  facilitate  this  manufacture  of  Doctors, 
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the  University  school  of  this  city  advertise  the  students, 
that  they  shall  be  exempted  from  the  dreaded  "green 
room,"  as  the  place  for  the  final  examination  for  de- 
grees before  all  the  Faculty  collectively,  has  been 
called  from  time  immemorial,  and  that  they  shall  be 
examined  in  private  before  each  professor  with  closed 
doors,  even  the  censors  of  the  State  and  County  So- 
cieties being  excluded.  This  is  the  inducement  held 
out  to  all  who  will  only  pay  toll  at  their  Mil!.  Honor 
to  old  Yale  and  tlu;  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  ex^ 
amples  they  have  set  by  their  disinterested  and  inde- 
pendent Board  of  Examiners.  Their  parchment  and 
great  seal  will  be  worth  something. 


Correction. 

We  were  led  into  error  in  our  last  number,  by  includ- 
ng  our  confrere,  Dr.  Bulkley,  among  the  "  non  govern- 
ing faculty"  of  the  University,  for  we  are  now  requested 
to  say  that  his  connection  with  that  school  has  ceased. 
He  refused  the  appointment  of  "  sub-professor,"  and 
only  consented  to  lecture  on  diseases  of  the  skin  dur- 
ing the  summer  for  three  hundred  dollars,  which  the 
Faculty  have  stipulated  to  pay,  but  when  payment  is 
to  be  made  is  yet  in  futuro.  It  will  probably  be  forth- 
coming, whenever  there  shall  be  unappropriated  money 
in  the  Treasury,  of  which  due  notice  will  be  given. 
We  congratulate  Dr.  Bulkley  on  his  safe  deliverance 
from  a  most  uncongenial  association,  and  hope  never 
again  to  see  his  name  in  that  category. 

He  assures  us  moreover,  that  we  have  been  misin- 
formed as  to  his  editorial  assistants  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Medical  Times.  Neither  Drs.  Metcalfe  or  Van 
Buren  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  the  journal  than 
any  other  contributor ;  and  Dr.  B.  disclaims  any  sub- 
serviency to  that  ilk,  or  any  other  clique.  We  hope 
that  the  next  number  will  be  expurgated  of  that  bad 
odor,  when  we  shall  chronicle  the  fact.  Heretofore  it 
has  been  too  much  in  the  service  of  the  "  Mutual  Ad- 
miration Societies,"  whose  names  have  become  a  drug 
in  this  market,  and  whose  fulsome  adulation  of  each 
other  is  an  offence  in  the  nostrils  of  the  profession,  who 
know  the  hollowness  of  the  pretensions  of  all  parties. 


Baltimore  College .  of   Dental  Surgery. 

The  announcement  of  the  next  session*  shows  that 
the  Faculty  are  preparing  to  resume  their  labors,  with 
an  increase  of  energy  and  zeal,  which  affords  the  best 
prestige  of  success. 


Translators  Wanted. 

We  have  been  wondering  what  has  become  of  that 
great  work  of  Bernard  and  Huette,  of  which  one  or 
two  numbers  were  issued  with  a  flourish  of  trumpets, 
"  translated  from  the  French  by  Drs.  Van  Buren  and 
Isaacs,"  &c.  Has  the  labor  of  translating  the  "  ex- 
planation of  the  plates,"  and  of  writing  those  astound- 
ingly  erudite  "  Notes "  exhausted  the  twin  translators 
and  editors?    Have  they  or  their  publisher  realized 


our  prophecy  that  it  would  not  pay?    It  is  rumored 
that  the  translation  of  the  balance  is  in  the  market  for 
any  aspirant  who  will  do  it  for  the  honor,  and  without 
pay.    His  name  will  figure  on  the  title  pages  of  the 
remaining  numbers  when  they  appear,  if  ever,  and  he 
may  thus  go  down  to  posterity  with  the  twins,  who 
began  without  finishing  the  work.    Don't  all  speak  at 
j  once.    It  is  not  required  to  know  any  thing  about 
I  French,  for  the  work  can  be  done  by  proxy,  which  is 
I  the  modern  fashion. 



Surgical  Advertising. 
The  great  operation  of  shaving  a  pig  has  lately 
been  performed  by  Professor  Barber  of  this  city,  with 
his  usual  science  and  skill,  proving  his  claim  to  pre- 
eminence in  Surgery.  The  whole  operation  was  com- 
pleted in  five  minutes,  and  this  expression  of  gratitude 
is  from  the  piggie  himself,  so  that  the  Professor  knows 
nothing  of  this  puff  of  his  wonderful  abilities  in  this 
line  of  business.  Pig-tail. 

[The  foregoing  notice  is  sent  us  as  a  satire  on  a 
late  ridiculous  laudation  in  the  newspapers,  of  a  dis- 
tinguished surgeon,  for  an  operation  of  the  most  trivial 
kind,  and  one  upon  which  the  merest  tyro  would  not 
presume  to  plume  himself.  But  though  we  give  it  in- 
sertion because  it  contains  a  merited  rebuke  to  an  ae- 
knowledged  quackery  too  often  tolerated,  yet  we  demur 
i  against  its  applicability  in  the  recent  instance  referred 
to,  believing  as  we  do  that  the  newspaper  notice  of  this 
small  matter,  is  as  offensive  to  the  surgeon  as  it  can  be 
to  our  correspondent.] 


American    Institute   of  Homoeopathy. 

The  proceedings  of  tin's  body,  at  their  Session  in 
Baltimore,  have  been  published.  The  whole  number 
of  members,  as  appears  by  their  catalogue,  which  in- 
cludes both  the  living  and  the  dead,  is  271.  This 
aggregate  is  made  up  from  the  whole  country,  from 
Canada  to  California,  and  including  both  with  the 
several  States  of  the  Union.  As  all  the  tribe  in  New- 
York,  of  whom  we  have  any  knowledge,  even  the  prac- 
titioners of  Dentistry,  fraternizing  with  them,  are  found 
in  the  list,  we  suppose  that  it  is  safe  to  infer  that  this 
sum  total  of  271  is  the  extent  of  *'  Homoeopathic  prac- 
titioners," who  can  be  counted  up  on  this  continent. 

As  confirmatory  of  the  estimate  of  the  statistics  of 
the  sect,  a  few  other  data  are  found  in  this  document  I 
which  we  subjoin. 

In  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  there  are 
said  to  be  sixty  Homoeopathic  practitioners,  and  it  isj 
claimed  that  these  are  patronized  by  90,000  !  one-fifth 
of  the  population,  which  is  rated  at  450,000.  A  very/ 
modest  pretension  certainly  ! 

From  Massachusetts,  it  appears  that  there  are  fifty- 
nine  in  the  commonwealth,  who,  we  are  told,  are  all 
doing  "  a  paying  business"  in  Homoeopathy;  which  is 
certainly  high  praise,  for  the  Yankees  are  proverbial 
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for  "  minding  the  main  chance,"  and  it  is  not  unprofes- 
sional in  the  craft  every  where  to  imitate  them. 

The  only  other  statistical  items  which  can  be 
gleaned  from  this  document  are  that  incidentally  men- 
tion is  made  of  "  4  Homoeopaths  in  New  Hampshire, 
3  in  Maine,  4  in  Rhode  Island,  and  3  in  other  States," 
meaning  New  England,  we  suppose.  But  for  greater 
accuracy,  and  for  the  reason  that  we  would  rather 
overrate  than  underrate  the  forces  of  the  tribe,  we  refer 
to  the  general  catalogue,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
ratio  for  the  different  States  stands  thus,  viz. :  — 

New- York,  83  ;  Pennsylvania,  47  ;  Massachusetts, 
32;  Ohio,  19;  New  Jersey,  14;  Maine,  12;  Connec- 
ticut, 10;  Rhode  Island,  10;  New  Hampshire,  7; 
Maryland,  7  ;  California,  4  ;  Louisiana,  3  ;  Texas,  2  ; 
District  of  Columbia,  2  ;  Alabama,  2 ;  Virginia,  2  ; 
Illinois,  2  ;  Wisconsin,  Georgia,  Delaware,  and  Canada, 
each  1  ;  and  a  few  others  not  located.  Such  is  the 
classification  of  all  the  members  of  this  National  So- 
ciety, which  no  doubt  records  the  names  of  all  in  the 
country  whom  they  recognize,  good,  bad,  and  indif- 
ferent, for  many  of  these  are  certainly  indifferent 
enough.  If  a  similar  enumeration  of  Physicians  were 
made,  there  would  be  found  five  times  as  many  in 
New- York  city  alone,  as  there  are  Homoeopaths  in  the 
whole  country. 

Nothing  demonstrates  the  insignificance  of  the  sect 
more  clearly  than  these  statistics  furnished  by  them- 
selves. And  if  they  could  only  be  required  to  show 
their  colors  in  every  place,  by  announcing  themselves 
as  Homoeopaths  on  their  signs  and  cards,  as  honesty 
demands,  the  public  could  then  discriminate  between 
them  and  physici  mi,  and  the  line  <tf  distinction  biing 
thus  drawn,  they  would  be  impotent,  even  though  as 
numerous  as  the  locusts  of  Egypt. 

New-Yorli    .Medical  College. 

The  Circular  of  this  Institution,  announcing  the  de- 
finite arrangements  for  the  ensuing  course  of  lectures, 
has  just  been  published.  In  addition  to  the  seven  pro- 
fessors named  in  their  advertisement,  the  Trustees  have 
secured  the  services  of  Professor  Joel  Parker,  L.  L.  D. 
of  Harvard  University,  for  a  full  course  of  lectures  on 
Medical  Jurisprudence;  and  they  have  also  provided 
for  a  course  on  Dental  Pathology,  and  Dental  Surgery, 
by  C.  C.  Allen,  M.  D  ,  D.  D.  S.  whose  lectures  during 
the  last  session  gave  such  general  satisfaction.  This 
new  College  has  every  advantage  which  an  able  Fa- 
culty, a  splendid  building,  a  most  extensive  Museum 
and  Apparatus,  and  every  other  facility  for  practical 
and  clinical  teaching  which  can  be  found  in  any  city  of 
the  Union,  can  afford  to  students.  Those  who  are  am- 
bitious to  excel,  and  obtain  a  diploma  when  they  shall 
be  amply  qualified,  which  is  by  law  declared  to  be  a 
license  to  practise  in  every  county  in  the  State  of  New- 
York,  will  do  well  to  inspect  the  claims  which  this 
school  has  upon  their  preference,  judging  by  compari- 
son with  other  schools  in  our  own  and  other  cities. 
The  Trustees  and  Faculty  are  anticipating  a  large  class. 


Pennsylvania   Medical  College. 

We  have  heretofore  chronicled  the  changes  in  the 
Faculty  of  this  school,  and  augured  its  greater  success. 
By  their  announcement  in  another  column  it  will  be 
seen,  that  their  regular  course  will  extend  from  early 
in  October  until  March,  with  facilities  for  cultivating 
Anatomy  a  month  earlier.  Students  will  perhaps  be 
less  crowded  than  at  the  neighboring  schools  in  Phila- 
delphia, which  are  attended  with  greater  eclat,  but  the 
character  and  extent  of  their  opportunities  for  improve- 
ment, will  be  equal  to  those  furnished  by  any  college 
in  the  country,  while  their  comfort  during  the  hours 
spent  in  the  lecture  rooms  will  be  immeasurably  in- 
creased, which  on  the  score  of  health  ought  not  to  be 
disregarded. 


Medical   College  of  Ohio. 

The  recent  changes  in  the  Medical  Faculty  of  this 
school  will  be  seen  in  their  announcement  on  another 
page.  The  veteran  Dr.  Drake  resumes  his  position  in 
the  chair  of  Practice,  and  Dr.  Baxley  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Professorship  of  Surgery,  and  Dr.  Cobb 
takes  the  chair  of  Anatomy.  The  present  organization 
of  this  school,  and  the  completion  of  their  new  college 
building,  give  promise  of  a  career  of  increased  prospe- 
rity, such  as  the  Faculty  will  not  fail  to  merit. 


Jefferson    Medical  College. 

This  great  rival  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
after  a  career  of  unexampled  success,  the  class  of  tho 
last  session  having  numbered  more  than  500  students, 
announces  the  next  regular  course  of  instruction  for  the 
ensuing  winter  in  another  column.  The  secret  of  their 
prosperity  lies  in  the  ability  and  harmony  of  the  Fa- 
culty, and  the  multiplied  attractions  to  students,  which 
they  are  ever  accumulating  by  their  enterprise  and 
liberality,  not  for  ostentatious  display,  but  for  actual 
use  and  improvement  in  medical  education. 


Medical  Politics. 

A  correspondent,  signing  himself  "  One  who  knows," 
details  the-  negotiation  on  the  part  of  the  University 
School,  to  secure  the  retirement  of  their  ancient  Presi- 
dent from  the  Crosby-street  College,  where  he  had 
taken  refuge  and  found  shelter,  while  the  Faculty  of 
the  former  were  learning  the  lesson  that  they  could  not 
get  on  without  him.  He  reports  that  the  veteran 
made  his  own  conditions,  viz.  : 

1.  He  was  to  be  restored  to  the  Presidency  as  for- 
merly. 

2.  He  was  to  be  placed  on  an  equality  with  the 
other  Professors,  as  respects  emolument. 

3.  His  son-in-law  was  to  be  appointed  to  the  Chair 
of  Anatomy. 

The  first  of  these  conditions  was  found  impracti- 
cable by  reason  of  the  adhesiveness  of  the  incumbent, 
and  the  title  of  ex-President  and  Emeritus  was  at  la3t 
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accepted ;  the  second  and  third  conditions  being  yielded, 
the  latter  very  reluctantly,  but  it  was  a  sine  qua  non. 

Our  correspondent  seeks  to  reconcile  the  students 
to  the  new  and  untried  Professor  of  Anatomy,  whose 
deficiencies  he  admits,  by  justly  eulogizing-  the  Demon- 
strator, Dr.  Darling,  who  he  says  "  finished  the  course 
commenced  last  year  by  Professor  Pattison,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all ;  and  he  will  teach  Anatomy  to  the  class, 
who  may  depend  on  his  qualifications."  The  Professor 
will  certainly  do  better,  if  he  lecture  by  proxy. 


Developments  of"  Controversy. 

The  Western  Medico-Chirurgical  Journal  of  Iowa, 
publishes  the  following  choice  expose  of  the  fruits 
which  have  resulted  from  the  strife  for  students  be- 
tween the  rival  colleges  at  Chicago,  and  La  Porte. 
The  italicized  portion  seems  to  excite  special  wonder- 
ment out  West,  but  we  can  beat  it  all  hollow  in  New- 
York,  for  a  premium  of  25  dollars  has  been  given  for 
recruiting  pay  students,  while  the  same  school  will  fur- 
nish lectures  and  diplomas  cheaper  than  they  can  be 
had  at  either  Chicago  or  Keokuk.  Look  out  for  show 
bills  soon,  offering,  like  the  steam  boats,  free  passage  to 
the  doctorate,  with  dinner  and  wine  to  boot. 

But  now  for  the  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  late 
Professor  Hard,  alluding  to  Rush  Medical  College  at 
Chicago  : — 

"At  a  time  when  that  faculty  cut  down  their  price, 
we  had  a  class  of  some  80  or  90  at  Laporte,  who  had 
not  heard  it  till  they  got  to  Laporte.  The  students 
were  soon  flooded  with  their  proposals  by  mail.  Finally, 
two  missionaries  were  sent  amongst  them,  one  an  editor 
of  the  Journal,  (Dr.  Meek)  the  other  a  student.  They 
staid  two  or  three  days,  and  succeeded  in  drumming  up 
ten  or  twelve,  whom  they  took  to  Chicago.  This  was 
the  entire  number  who  left.  Letters  were  written  by 
these  students  to  ours,  using  every  argument  to  per- 
suade them  to  leave  us.  Finally,  one  of  our  boys,  (a 
fine  little  boy)  to  amuse  himself,  wrote  a  letter  to  Prof. 
Herrick,  (Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege,) over  a  fictitious  signature,  inquiring  their  -best 
terms  if  he  would  go  to  them.  Dr.  H.  answered.  I  read 
the  letter,  and  saw  Herrick's  signature.  He  replied 
that  he  might  come  at  half  price,  and  have  credit,  and, 
if  our  faculty  tried  to  detain  him  by  reducing  the  fees, 
he  would  in  that  case  give  him  his  course  lower  than  our 
lowest  proposition  !  and  then  added — '  If  you  can  in- 
duce any  considerable  number  of  your  class  to  come 
with  you,  your  travelling  expenses  shall  be  refunded  to 
you  7 

The  Iowa  Journal  then  adds  the  following  saving 
clause,  which  we  commend  to  some  of  our  neighbors : 

"  There  are  some  good  men  in  the  Chicago  School 
whose  position  we  pity,  and  who  should  have  more 
respect  for  a  reputation  we  fully  recognize,  than  to 
remain  any  longer  under  an  odium  which  that  institu- 
tion lias  unhappily  incurred.  They  should  regenerate — 
re-organize  their  school  upon  just  and  honorable  prin- 
ciples— determine  the  question  of  fees  as  they  may 
deem  proper — and  place  themselves  again  in  aa  attitude 
of  respectability  before  the  world." 


<&  o  in  m  tt  u  t  c  a  t  ( o  n  n . 


To  the  Editor  of  the  New-York  Medical  Gazette. 
Pessary. 

Deau  Sir — In  the  last  number  of  your  valuable  ; 
paper,  an  extract  from  the  transactions  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  in  Philadelphia,  is  given  on  the  subject  >■ 
of  the  Pessary  ;  and  in  the  last  number  of  the  Medical 
Recorder,  Professor  Desgranges  proposes  a  substitute, 
which  rather  opposes  the  theory  of  the  Philadelphia 
Professor,  and  if  not  adopted  by  the  New- York  profes- 
sion, it  may  serve  for  some  of  the  modern  clinical  ex- 
periments, instead  of  the  old  obsolete  instrument  so 
long  condemned  by  the  writers  on  the  subject.    The  I 
two  systems,  however,  if  not  new,  are  at  least  fanciful, 
and  as  they  add  to  the  already  extended  number,  the  I 
worthy  Professors  should  be  commended,  if  not  for  j 
their  science  or  judgment,  at  least  for  the  ingenuity  of 
their  researches.    The  zeal  with  which  the  doctrine  is 
proclaimed  shows  that  the  female  portion  of  our  race  is 
cared  for,  and  if  they  cannot  reciprocate  their  acknow- 
ledgments in  the  prospect  of  relief,  they  can  at  least 
commend  the  ingenious  methods  of  torture. 

Professor  M.  having  abandoned  his  "  hen-egg,"  so 
eloquently  recommended  to  his  students  a  few  years 
since,  it  now  appears,  a  flexible  ring,  some  four  inches 
in  diameter,  is  necessary  to  sustain  the  vagrant  uterus 
in  its  natural  position.  The  vagina,  which  he  believed 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  disease,  and  told  the  aforesaid 
students  to  cure,  if  they  expected  to  cure  prolapsus,  is 
a  distensible,  instead  of  a  restile  muscle,  and  therefore 
insufficient  to  the  propping  operation  assigned.  The 
"  hen-egg,  manufactured  by  Mr.  Warner,  an  excellent 
and  obliging  mechanic,  No.  14,  Merchant-street,"  but 
not  so  taking  as  the  horse-shoe  of  a  brother  Professor, 
is  also  defective,  and  the  ring  bent  or  elongated  for  the 
convenience  of  insertion,  and  afterwards  manipulated 
into  shape,  is  now  "  the  only  thing  fit  for  the  business." 
But  Professor  Desgranges,  living  in  the  neighborhood 
of  where  the  Bastile  once  stood,  and  perhaps  more 
familiar  with  the  various  systems  of  torture,  proposes  a 
more  delicate  operation,  which,  he  says,  effectually  ac- 
complishes his  object.  He  first  throws  the  patient  on 
her  back,  and  instead  of  a  Pessary  introduces  a  series  of 
nippers,  which,  fixed  upon  the  internal  tunic,  suppurate, 
and  eventually  contract  the  over  distended  organ.  This 
process,  after  repetition  for  the  full  period  of  four 
months,  closes  the  part,  and  if  the  recumbent  position 
has  not  effectually  cured  the  disease,  it  narrows  it  and 
closes  the  aperture  against  all  kinds  of  protrusion. 

But  to  be  serious  upon  matters  so  important  to  the 
profession,  why  are  systems  so  opposed  to  nature — so 
directly  in  violation  of  the  principles  laid  down  by  sur- 
gical writers — and  so  opposite  to  the  treatment  sug- 
gested by  the  father  of  medicine  himself — permitted  to 
occupy  any  portion  of  the  public  mind  ?  If  relaxations 
of  the  muscular  system,  and  consequent  gravitations  of 
the  solids  and  fluids  of  the  body,  ate  sufficient  to  forc^ 
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the  bowels  through  the  walls  of  the  abdomen,  is  it  not 
reasonable  that  the  same  cause  should  encroach  upon 
and  displace  the  organs  of  the  pelvis  1  And  if  so,  is 
it  consistent  with  common  sense  that  a  pessary  should 
be  forced  into  an  inelastic  region  to  prop  the  womb  and 
antagonize  "  the  superincumbent  weight  from  above  1" 
or  hit  consistent  with  the  science,  or  any  principle  in 
physiology,  to  contract  by  nippers  an  organ  purposely 
distensible,  and  thereby  torture  the  patient  and  destroy 
its  functions]  Consequently,  in  the  consideration  of 
the  various  experiments  to  which  the  female  is  subject, 
these  two  must  not  only  be  regarded  as  indelicate  and 
unnatural,  but  unscientific,  and  unworthy  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  profession.  Indeed,  were  not  the 
parties  named  and  known,  the  whole  affair  might  be 
regarded  as  a  trick  of  some  of  the  Paths  to  bring  the 
science  of  the  old  path  into  disgrace. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  S. 


Audi   Alteram  Partem. 

Dr.  Reese, 

Dear  Sir — In  the  number  of  your  Medical  Ga- 
zette, dated  July  15,  there  is  an  acrimonious  article 
from  the  pen  of  John  Watson,  in  regard  to  a  resolution 
that  was  passed  by  the  New-York  State  Society,  at  its 
last  annual  meeting,  on  which  I  beg  to  offer  a  word  of 
comment. 

Waiving  for  the  present  the  discussion  of  the  merits 
or  the  demerits  of  the  resolution,  or  the  memorial 
•which  he  publishes,  I  wish  merely  to  correct  some  mis- 
statement-, contained  in  the  article,  which  were  evi- 
dently made  without  competent  knowledge;  and  also 
some  •  rroneous  impressions  the  writer  seems  to  have 
in  relation  to  the  State  Medical  Society. 

The  facts  in  regard  to  the  resolution  referred  to  are 
these : 

A  representative  from  one  of  the  County  Societies 
(not  a  "Pereodeuti"  nor  one  of  those  "  certain  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Colleges,"  was  shown  the  said 
memorial  by  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  while  alone 
at  the  Deleware  House,  at  rather  a  late  hour  of  the 
evening  last  preceding  the  last  half  day  of  the  Society's 
session. 

It  was  examined,  and  "  its  bearings  considered  "  as 
much  as  time  would  allow. 

The  morning  session  was  occupied  by  pressing 
business,  in  accordance  with  previous  arrangements, 
hence  no  fit  opportunity  offered  of  presenting  the  reso- 
lution until  near  the  close  of  the  meeting,  when  it  was 
written  without  consulting  with  or  knowing  the  mind  of 
any  individual,  shown  to  two  gentlemen  on  either  side 
of  the  writer,  both  county  delegates  it  is  believed  ; 
then  handed  to  the  Secretary,  who  read  it  in  an  audi- 
ble voice  from  his  desk,  and  it  passed  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice.  How  many  of  the  city  delegates  were  pre- 
sent is  not  distinctly  recollected,  but  if  the  records  of 
memory  do  not  greatly  deceive,  Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens,  Dr. 


Alonzo  Clark,  Dr.  Rockwell,  delegate  from  the  New- 
York  Co.  Society,  and  one  or  two  others,  whose  names 
are  not  known  or  forgotten,  were  present. 

These  facts,  then,  are  sufficient  to  show  that  this 
vote  of  disapproval  was  not  brought  about  by  certain 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  Colleges,  as  charged  ; 
and  that  these  gentlemen  did  not  make  it  appear  that 
the  proposed  law  would  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a 
medical  college  in  every  alms-house  in  the  State.  For, 
as  Dr.  Watson  says,  it  was  introduced  and  passed 
without  discussion;  hence  there  was  no  opportunity  of 
making  any  thing  appear  but  what  was  expressed  in 
the  vote. 

A  word  in  regard  to  the  Society  taking  action  on  a 
matter  which  had  never  been  submitted  to  them,  and 
in  which  they  had  no  authority  to  act. 

There  is  a  memorial  about  to  be  presented  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  bearing  on  the  profession  to 
which  the  medical  gentlemen  present  have  devoted 
their  lives.  Being  made  acquainted  with  that  fact, 
they  naturally  desire  to  express  their  views  upon  it, 
and  especially  now  as  it  would  probably  be  the  only 
opportunity  before  action  would  be  had  upon  it  by  the 
Legislature.  Like  any  other  body  of  men  they  did  so. 
They  did  it  by  the  authority  vested  in  every  free  Ame- 
rican citizen,  to  speak  his  own  sentiments.  They  nei- 
ther claim  nor  desire  any  other,  and  if  they  did,  where 
were  they  to  obtain  it  1  Certainly  not  from  the  medi- 
cal care  of  the  City  and  Bellevue  Hospitals,  however 
worthy  that  body  of  men  may  be,  from  the  very  fact 
that  they  are  not  lords  over  our  consciences,  neither  do 
they  keep  the  key  to  the  padlock  on  our  lips. 

Who  has  been  "  led  and  hoodwinked,"  the  gen- 
tleman will  now  have  a  better  opportunity  of  judging. 

Whether  the  Society  has  degenerated  since  the 
days  of  yore  or  not  I  cannot  judge,  as  I  am  but  a 
young  representative  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  many  of 
the  county  representatives  and  permanent  members 
from  the  country  regard  this  opportunity  of  meeting 
with  their  medical  brethren  from  different  parts  of  the 
State  for  conversation,  mutual  consultation  and  inter- 
change of  sentiment  a  precious  one.  To  leave  their 
severe  and  active  labors  for  a  few  days,  and  spend  the 
time  thus,  is  to  them  a  rich  treat.  It  is  almost  the 
only  opportunity  many  of  them  have,  except  at  the 
meetings  of  the  County  Societies,  of  greeting  face  to 
face  those  who  are  laboring  in  other  parts  of  the  State 
in  the  same  department  of  humanity's  cause.  They  go 
home  feeling  encouraged,  refreshed,  and  invigorated, 
and  buckle  on  their  armor  again  with  new  zeal. 

This  Society  has  the  same  means  of  disseminating 
knowledge,  and  of  doing  good  in  every  possible  way, 
that  it  always  has  had,  (except  the  means  of  legal 
suasion)  and  if  she  is  not  true  and  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  her  duties,  it  is  the  business  of  such  men  as 
John  Watson  to  set  her  right,  instead  of  staying  at 
home  and  finding  fault,  If  he  regards  the  medical  im- 
provement of  his  country  brethren,  and  their  enjoyment 


•J  2  t 


THE  NEW-YORK 


and  edification,  it  strikes  me  he  will  hereafter  look  at  j 
this  matter. 

Al!  the  Counties  in  the  State  which  keep  up  any  - 
medical  organization  at  all,  send  or  appoint  delegates  ! 
to  the  State  Society.  It  is  not  probable  that  all  can  ; 
make  it  convenient  to  attend,  but  I  very  much  doubt  i 
whether  the  average  attendance  had  ever  been  greater  j 
than  at  its  last  meeting,  or  its  meetings  more  interest- 
ing, or  its  pages  less  "  trashy." 

The  New- York  State  Medical  Society  then  does 
exist  as  much  as  it  ever  did,  and  so  far  as  Medical 
Schools  and  Hospital  Schools  are  concerned,  it  pos- 
sesses as  much  authority  as  ever.  It  had  the  same 
right  to  express  its  views  of  them,  and  to  use  its  in- 
fluence for  or  against  them.  But  that  this  authority 
may  not  be  abused  or  perverted,  we  sincerely  hope 
that  Dr.  Watson  will  hereafter  endeavor,  in  some  capa- 
city, to  be  present,  and  aid  by  his  judicious  counsels, 
and  by  his  rich  and  varied  treasures  of  learning  and 
knowledge,  in  guiding  her  in  the  legitimate  sphere  of 
her  duty.  Most  respectfully  yours, _ 

P.  Stewart. 

Peekskill,  July  24,  1852. 

Dr.   O'Reilly's   Cass   of  Laryngotomy. 

Mr.  Mullins,  aged  30,  residing  at  Oliver-street,  states 
that  on  the  21st  of  May,  1S52,  having  some  business 
to  transact,  he  put  a  sixpence  in  his  mouth  to  pay  his 
stage  fare — that  soon  afterwards  he  was  attacked  with 
a  fit  of  suffocation  and  loss  of  voice — that  he  was  car- 
ried to  an  apothecary's  store,  where  a  medical  man,  by 
the  operation  of  instruments,  so  far  relieved  him  as  to 
enable  him  to  respire,  but  that  the  loss  of  voice  con- 
tinued— that  for  some  nights  after  the  accident  his 
breathing  became  so  difficult  as  to  compel  him  to  leave 
his  bed  and  open  the  windows  to  let  in  the  air.  On 
the  27th  of  May,  when  he  consulted  me,  the  following 
symptoms  and  signs  were  present :  loss  of  voice,  laryn- 
gitic  cough,  anxious  expression  of  countenance,  respi- 
ration normal  in  the  right  as  well  as  left  lung.  No 
mucous  rale  perceptible  in  trachea  or  bronchi — no  evi- 
dence of  inflammation,  pulse  regular,  tongue  moist  and 
clean.  The  patient  stated  he  had  taken  some  emetics 
without  relief.  I  directed  to  have  him  inverted,  which 
expedient  was  several  times  had  recourse  to.  On  the 
28th  the  patient  was  visited  by  Professor  Parker,  when 
it  was  determined  not  to  interfere  by  an  operation  for 
the  present,  but  to  give  the  patient  a  chance  of  cough- 
ing up  the  foreign  body,  or  of  allowing  it  to  become 
encysted,  it  being  understood  that  the  operation  should 
be  at  once  had  recourse  to  in  case  of  emergency. 

9th  June. — The  patient,  as  well  as  his  relatives, 
insist  on  something  being  done  to  relieve  him,  and  de- 
sire to  have  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Mott. 

10th  June. — Professor  Mott  examined  the  patient, 
in  consultation  with  me.  The  result  of  our  deliberation 
"was,  Jhat  the  six  pence  was  in  the  Larynx,  and  that 


the  operation  of  Laryngotomy  should  be  performed  for 
its  extraction. 

16th  June. — I  operated  on  the  patient,  as  had  been 
determined  on,  in  presence  of  Professor  Mott,  and  as- 
sisted by  Doctors  Mott  and  Galleher.  The  crico- 
thyroid  ligament  being  exposed,  and  a  transverse  inci- 
sion made  into  it,  with  a  vertical  one  in  the  median 
line,  ample  room  was  afforded  for  the  introduction  of 
the  necessary  instruments.  I  now  passed  up  a  probe 
and  soon  detected  the  presence  of  the  coin  in  the  left 
ventricle,  whereupon  I  withdrew  the  probe,  and  intro- 
duced a  forceps  ;  however,  in  endeavoring  to  take  hold 
of  the  sixpence,  it  was  pushed  up  into  the  mouth,  and 
the  patient  swallowed  it,  adding  at  the  same  time,  in 
a  loud  voice,  "  I  have  swallowed  it." 

The  patient  after  a  little  time  imagined  the  six- 
pence merely  changed  its  position,  and  insisted  on  my 
again  searching  for  it.  I  gratified  his  request,  and  I 
must  say  for  some  time  I  thought  he  was  correct,  the 
cartilage  composing  the  Larynx  being  partly  converted 
into  bone,  conveyed  a  metallic  sound,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  deceived  me.  Immediately  after  the  operation, 
I  directed  a  purgative  bolus,  with  an  aperient  draught, 
and  after  the  lapse  of  some  time  I  had  the  sati  faction 
of  having  the  sixpence  presented  to  me,  after  being 
twenty-six  days  lodged  in  the  Lirynx.  The  patient 
went  on  most  favorably  after  the  operation.  The  wound 
healed  kindly,  he  regained  his  voice,  and  his  general 
health  improved. 

The  foregoing  case  is  one  of  great  interest,  it  de 
monstrates  the  fact  of  one  of  the  ventricles  in  the 
Larynx  being  capable  of  containing  such  a  large  sized 
foreign  body  as  a  sixpence — that  pressure  on  the 
chordae  vocales  on  one  side  will  produce  loss  of  voice. 
The  late  Professor  Colles,  of  Dublin,  considered  the 
ventricle  could  not  contain  a  larger  substance  than  a 
small  pea.  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  seems  to  entertain 
similar  views  as  to  the  size  of  the  ventricle.  As  he 
conceives  a  sixpence  or  half  sovereign  would  slip 
through  the  glottis  and  get  into  the  right  bronchus, 
"  evidently  not  supposing  it  could  stop  in  the  ventricle. 
In  Brunei's  case,  reported  by  Sir  B.  Brodie,  the  medi- 
cal men  who  examined  the  case  derived  no  information 
by  auscultation,  as  to  the  situation  of  the  half  sovereign 
which  the  patient  swallowed. 

Sir  B.  Brodie  performed  the  operation  of  trachea- 
otomy,  but  did  not_  succeed  in  extracting  the  foreign 
body,  notwithstanding  he  endeavored  to  do  so  on  two 
different  occasions — the  patient  eventually  coughed 
it  up.  The  question  now  suggests  itself,  whether 
it  was  in  the  Larynx  or  right  bronchus — the  termi- 
nation of  the  case  now  detailed  would  indicate 
that  it  might  be  in  the  ventricle.  This  view  of  the 
case  would  be  further  corroborated  by  the  fact  of  the 
foreign  body  being  propelled  into  the  mouth,  and  not 
through  the  opening  in  the  trachea,  as  should  be  if 
placed  in  the  bronchus. 
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University   of  Louisville. 

This  prosperous  and  flourishing  school,  it  will  be 
seen  by  the  notice  in  another  column,  will  open  its  next 
session  on  the  1st  of  November,  after  a  preliminary 
course  occupying  the  previous  month.  With  so  able  a 
Faculty,  the  continued  success  of  this  College  cannot 
be  doubtful. 


University  of  .Michigan. 

This  free  medical  school  is  now  fully  organized,  as 
set  forth  in  its  announcement,  and  from  the  high  stand 
it  has  maintained,  in  conformity  with  the  inquisitions  of 
the  National  Association,  as  to  its  Faculty,  require- 
ments, and  its  extended  course,  it  promises  to  be  an 
honor  and  ornament  to  the  State,  which  has  been  the 
first  to  provide  for  medical  education,  without  money 
or  price,  by  its  endowment  of  a  Free  University, 
worthy  the  name.  This  liberal  policy  would  be  the 
interest  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  State  in  the  Union. 


Extract  from  Dr.  T.  Cock's  Inaugural  Address  before 
the  New-York  Academy  of  Medicine. 

1  stand  before  you,  the  representative  of  a  genera- 
tion almost  past.  Of  the  contemporaries  of  my  early 
life,  those  who  struggled  with  me  for  a  position  in  so- 
ciety, but  few  remain.  Qf  my  immediate  predecessors. 
Post,  Hosack,  Seaman,  Mitchell,  Miller,  Bruce,  Watts, 
ifec.  there  remains  but  a  single  individual.  Dr.  John 
Neilson  is  the  only  one  who  survives,  of  those  who 
were  in  practice  when  I  commenced  the  study  of  me- 
dicine, and  he  had  not  at  that  time  entered  upon  exten- 
sive practice.  Dr.  Thomas  Boyd,  the  senior  practitioner 
in. the  city,  came  to  New-York  in  June,  1S05,  having 
commenced  his  medical  career  in  1793,  at  the  age  of 
21.  He  is,  as  I  am  informed,  80  years  of  age,  and 
still  is  engaged  with  professional  duty.  Our  city,  that 
in  my  days  of  medical  study  barely  reached  the  New- 
York  Hospital,  is  now  extended  over  an  area  many 
times  as  great ;  and  the  little  band  of  medical  men  who 
then  sufficed  for  the  population,  is  now  increased  to 
nearly  a  thousand.  Infirmaries  and  Dispensaries  have 
multiplied ;  and  other  charitable  associations,  which 
then  had  not  even  a  name,  have  now  arisen  to  extended 
and  permanent  usefulness.  Having  witnessed  so  many 
changes,  can  you  wonder  that,  standing  as  I  do  between 
the  living  and  the  dead,  and  identified  as  I  have  always 
striven  to  be  with  professional  advance,  I  should  look 
with  some  solicitude  upon  this  last  experiment  for  the 
improvement  and  benefit  of  the  medical  profession? 
Before  entering  upon  the  consideration  what  other  as- 
sociations are  doing,  and  what  we  ought  to  do,  I  would 
delay  for  a  few  moments  with  the  reminiscences  of  the 
past ;  and  in  laying  before  you  some  facts  in  medical 
history,  would  solicit  your  indulgence  while  I  pay  a 
brief  tribute  to  the  virtues  and  character  of  one  who 
did  much  for  the  profession  and  the  public,  at  a  time 
when  the  one  was  in  but  a  moderate  degree  of  advance, 
and  the  other  too  little  enlightened,  correctly  to  appre- 


I  ciate  the  responsibilities  of  medical  men.    To  this  dis- 
1  tinguished  individual,  I  feel  a  debt  of  gratitude,  that 
I  emboldens  me  to  place  him  before  you  as  an  object  of 
|  honest  pride,  as  a  Surgeon  and  a  Philanthropist.  Much 
j  has  been  done  on  another  occasion,  and  by  an  abler 
'  pen,  to  acquaint  the  Academy  with  the  eminent  men 
j  in  the  profession  of  past  times ;  but  the  virtues  of  Dr. 
j  Valentine  Seaman  are  too  fresh  in  my  reoollection,  to 
j  permit  the  casual  notice  then  given  of  his  character,  to 
;  be  the  only  record  of  him  that  will  descend  to  poste- 
rity.   He  was  my  preceptor  and  my  friend  ;  and  from 
the  time  of  my  entering  his  office  in  1800  to  his  death 
in  1818,  he  was  a  most  valued  instructor  and  esteemed 
associate.   He  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
i  and  the  first  regularly  educated  medical  man  of  that 
community  in  New-York.    To  their  tenets  he  main- 
tained a  steady  adherence  throughout  his  life.    As  an 
instructor,  Dr.  Seaman  was  plain  and  eminently  practi- 
cal ;  and  his  teachings  are  esteemed  by  some  of  our 
J  members  who  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his  instructions,  to 
i  be  the  basis  of  their  success  in  practice.    Of  the  young 
!  in  their  professional  struggles  he  was  the  firm  and  un- 
swerving friend,  never  permitting  himself  by  neglect  or 
inuendo  to  diminish  the  confidence  of  their  patients  in 
their  skill  and  abilities.    In  connexion  with  his  friend 
Dr.  Edward  Miller,  he  engaged  in  Clinical  instruction 
in  the  New-York  Hospital,  in  1801,  Dr.  S.  taking  tho 
I  Surgical  and  Dr.  Miller  the  Medical  wards,  tfefe  arrange- 
ment being  independent  of  any  medical  school  then  in 
operation.    This  was  the  first  attempt  made  to  give 
Clinical  Surgical  instruction  in  this  city.    Dr.  Seaman 
was  the  earliest  analyst  of  the  Saratoga  and  Ballston 
mineral  waters,   and   subsequent   investigators  have 
found  much  in  his  remarks  to  commend.  The  crowning 
benefit  Dr.  S.  conferred  on  New- York,  was  the  intro- 
duction of  the  immortal  discovery  of  Jenner.    This  was 
not  accomplisned  without  great  opposition,  both  from 
the  profession  and  the  community.    His  efforts  in  this 
truly  noble  cause  should  ever  render  his  name  conspi- 
cuous among  the  benefactors  of  mankind.    The  lymph 
which  was  used  in  the  first  experiment,  was  taken  from 
a  patient  vaccinated  by  Dr.  Waterhouse,  of  Boston,  who 
arrived  in  this  city  in  time  to  afford  a  supply  of  the 
virus.    Dr.  Seaman  vaccinated  his  own  son  and  several 
other  citizens  ;  the  disease  passed  through  its  regular 
course,  and  the  subjects  were  subsequently  severally 
tested  bv  Inoculation.    Immediately,  as  with  Dr.  Jen- 
ner, much  opposition  to  the  new  practice  arose,  and 
much  obloquy  was  cast  upon  Dr.  Seaman.  Notwith- 
standing this,  he  steadfastly  persevered,  until  Vaccina- 
tion was  established  as  the  usage  of  the  Profession. 

United  with  several  of  his  philanthropic  fellow- 
citizens,  he  assisted  in  the  formation  of  the  '*  New- 
York  Kinc  Pock  Institution,"  the  object  of  which  was 
the  vaccination  of  the  poor,  and  to  supply  genuine 
virus  for  distribution.  As  associates  in  this  charity, 
Drs.  Post,  Miller,  and  Borrowe  took  an  active  part. 
Dr.  Seaman  labored  earnestly  to  propagate  the  genuine 
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disease,  and  repeatedly  cautioned  the  public  against 
spurious  infection.  He  published  an  account  of  Vacci- 
nation, and  has  left  a  manuscript  volume  on  its  first  in- 
troduction, which  still  exists  in  the  library  of  the  New- 
York  Hospital.* 

At  the  same  time  that  I  became  a  pupil  of  Dr. 
Seaman,  I  entered  the  Medical  School  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege,- Drs.  Post,  Hosack,  Rodgers,  Hammersly,  and 
Mitchell,  being  the  Professors.  This  was  at  that  time 
the  only  chartered  Medical  School  in  the  city,  and  I 
believe  the  second  in  age  in  this  country.  It  had  been 
brought  into  organization  by  the  efforts  of  a  rival  school, 
which  existed  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Nicholas  Ro- 
maine,  who  at  that  time  filled  a  conspicuous  station  in 
New- York — for  he  was  a  man  of  uncommon  mental 
powers,  and  great  medical  attainments — a  perfect  Boer- 
haave,  lecturing  with  facility  upon  all  the  branches  of 
Medicine. 

He  had  the  control  of  the  Aims-House,  then  situ- 
ated in  the  Park,  being  the  only  Hospital  in  the  city  ; 
and  through  his  connexion  with  Queen's  College  in 
New  Jersey,  he  obtained  medical  honors  for  his  pupils. 
Such  was  his  popularity,  that  he  drew  all  the  medical 
students  after  him,  and  the  friends  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege were  compelled  to  organize  a  Medical  School,  to 
prevent  an  utter  desertion  of  pupils.  Romaine's  am- 
bition extended  not  only  to  a  monopoly  of  teaching, 
but  he  auaed  at  the  possession  of  the  whole  field  of 
practice  for  himself  and  his  followers — he  designed  "  to 
raise  a  corps  of  medical  men,  who  should  take  the 
whole  practice  of  the  city,  and  drive  the  rest  back  into 
the  woods,"  and  he  would  then  be  "  Consulting  Physi- 
cian General." 

At  this  time,  party  feeling  ran  high  in  the  profes- 


*  "  New-York,  at  an  early  date,  seems  to  have  been  favored 
in  the  organization  of  institutions  of  a  humane  and  benevolent 
nature,  by  the  enterprise  of  her  citizens,  and  prominent  among 
them  we  might  record  the  names  of  several  of  her  physicians  of 
that  period.  The  distinguished  Dr.  John  Bard,  ever  after  his  set- 
tlement in  New-York,  conceived  the  importance  of  a  public  Dis- 
pensary, and  wrote  on  the  subject  about  the  year  1759.  At  this 
lime,  urgent  reasons  existed  for  the  establishment  of  such  an  in- 
stitution. A  vessel  had  arrived  from  Amsterdam,  freighted  for 
the  transportation  of  Palatines,  among  whom  a  malignant  fever 
had  broken  out,  which  had  destroyed  a  great  number.  On  this 
occasion,  Dr.  Bard  was  employed  by  the  Corporation  to  take 
measures  in  order  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  malady.  He 
drew  up  a  memorial  for  the  purpose,  and  represented  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  a  pest-house  against  similar  occasions. 
Buildings  were  provided  at  Bedlow's  Island,  whither  the  sick 
were  also  removed.  These  measures  may  be  deemed  the  first  of 
that  order  which  gave  origin  among  us  of  public  Hospitals  and 
city  Dispensaries.  This  institution  was  organized  on  the  8th  of 
April,  1790,  and  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1795  under  the 
name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  New- York  Dispensary,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  such  poor  persons  as  are  unable  to  procure  me- 
dical aid  at  their  own  dwellings,  and  are  so  circumstanced  as  not 
to  be  proper  objects  for  the  Aims-House  or  Hospital.  This  in- 
stitution has  grown  into  great  importance,  by  its  strict  manage- 
ment, and  three  others  are  established  upon  a  similar  organization 
in  other  parts  of  the  city." 


sion,  and  the-excitement  found  vent  at  times  in  active 
opposition.  But  the  materials  with  which  Dr.  R.  had 
to  deal  did  not  possess  his  capacious  mind,  and  his 
experiment  failed.  Dr.  Romaine  was  of  Dutch  descent, 
and  had  strong  national  attachments.  He  studied  me- 
dicine in  Leyden,  and  in  addition  to  his  correct  know- 
ledge of  the  classics,  he  also  spoke  the  Dutch  language 
with  fluency,  which  circumstance  gave  him  great  popu- 
larity with  the  old  inhabitants  of  the  city.  He  was 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  extensive 
knowledge  upon  all  subjects— in  mind  and  body  he  had 
few  equals. 

The  state  of  Columbia  College,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  my  pupilage,  was  by  no  means  flourishing — 
the  Anatomical  class  numbered  but  twenty -five  stu- 
dents, and  the  other  classes  were  very  small.  I  think 
there  were  no  lectures  upon  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  until  my  second  year.  The  chemical  lectures 
were  attended  by  the  Medical  class  in  common  with 
the  senior  and  junior  students  of  the  Arts,  Dr.  Mitchell 
being  the  professor.  These  lectures  were  by  no  means 
profitable ;  the  experiments  were  but  few,  and  from  a 
damaged  apparatus,  while  numerous  interruptions  from 
noisy  classmates  precluded  much  benefit  from  them. 
Such  was  the  dilapidated  state  of  the  College  edifice, 
that  both  Chemical  and  Philosophical  apparatus  suf- 
fered from  the  rain  that  came  freely  through  the  de- 
cayed roof :  the  Anatomical  Museum  also  suffered  from 
this  cause,  and  the  funds  of  the  College  were  too  low 
to  permit  the  necessary  repairs.  The  generally  de- 
pressed state  of  the  school  damped  the  energies  of  the 
Professors,  and  no  more  duty  was  performed  than  was 
sufficient  to  carry  us  through  the  term  of  a  four  months' 
course.  In  the  Anatomical  Department  a  single  subject 
for  the  course,  and  a  head  for  the  demonstration  of  the 
brain,  constituted  all  the  dissection  shared  in,  until 
near  the  end  of  my  pupilage.  My  friend  and  fellow  - 
student,  Dr.  Mott,  will  doubtless  recollect  the  first  sub- 
ject we  procured  for  study— for  we  were  our  own  re- 
surrectionists. The  Professor  of  Anatomy  performed 
the  dissections  with  his  own  hands,  and  the  class  had 
the  privilege  of  looking  on.  Great  secresy  was  ob- 
served in  procuring  subjects,  and  the  chiss  was  cau- 
tioned to  maintain  a  prudent  reserve  in  respect  to  the 
dissections  in  progress.  This  caution  arose  from  a  re- 
collection of  the  famous  "  Doctors'  Mob,"  one  of  the 
most  formidable  that  ever  occurred  in  this  city,  and  in 
which  several  lives  were  lost.  My  preceptor  has  often 
described  to  me  the  excitement  upon  that  occasion,  and 
his  individual  exposure  during  the  riot.  He  was  a 
pupil  in  the  Aims-House,  and  was  called  upon  to  dress 
the  wounds  of  some  person  of  distinction,  while  a  guard 
stood  by  with  a  drawn  sword  for  his  protection  ;  he 
observed  "  it  was  a  superficial  dressing,"  and  hastily 
retreated  to  his  room,  for  the  very  name  of  "  Doctor" 
was  sufficient  to  increase  the  fury  of  the  mob. 

Limited  as  we  were  for  anatomical  material,  we 
were  equally  deficient  for  text-books.    The  libraries  of 
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most  physicians  were  quite  small,  and  the  New  York  ; 
Hospital  could  not  supply  our  necessities.    These  de- 
ficiencies were  in  si  measure  supplied  by  the  valuable 
clinical  lectures  of  Dr.  Rodders  at  the  Hospital.  Fol- 
lowing witli  scientific  accuracy  the  classification  of 
Cullen,  he  made  prescriptions  and  brief  practical  re- 
marks at  the  bedside,  reserving  a  more  elaborate  detail  j 
for  the  lecture-r>>  )ui.    During  my  connexion  with  Co- 
lumbia College  there  were  but  few  Medical  graduates, 
at  no  time  exceding  three,  while  upon  several  occasions, 
but  a  single  candidate  presented.    A  Medical  degree 
entitled  to  general  practice,  but  a  license  could  be  ob- 
tained without  any  examination  ;  hence  but  few  could 
be  induced  to  go  through  the  strict  ordeal  required  by  > 
the  College. 

After  my  graduation  in  the  autumn  of  1805,  a  more' 
animated  spirit  pervaded  the  Anatomical  department,  a 
Demonstrator  was  appointed,  and  the  students  were 
encouraged  to  make  dissections  and  preparations. 

In  the  spring  of  1807,  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  was  organized,  and  a  spirit  of  activity 
in  Medical  Science  was  manifested,  which  induced  a 
larger  attendance  of  students  than  had  ever  before 
been  known  amongst  us. 

Of  its  history  and  various  revolutions  and  changes, 
it  is  not  my  design  to  speak.  Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in 
the  year  1813,  the  Medical  Faculties  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege and  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
*were  blended  into  one. 

At  the  time  of  this  amalgamation  of  the  Faculties, 
Dr.  Romaine,  who  had  been  attached  to  the  College  of  J 
Phvsicians  and  Surgeons  withdrew,  and  united  with  j 
Dis.  Bruce,  Watts,  Bayard  (now  of  St.  John's,  N.  B.) 
Stevens,  and  myself,  in  organizing  the  "  Medical  Insti- 
tution," 

With  us  were  associated  as  aids,  though  not  as 
members  of  the  Facultv,  Drs.  Seaman  and  Miller  of  the 
New- York  Hospital.  This  Association  was  connected 
with  Queen's  College  in  New  Jersey,  Dr.  Livingston 
being  President.  The  lectures  were  delivered  in  a 
building  which  still  stands  near  the  present  corner  of 
Duane  and  Hudson-streets,  the  latter  of  which  was  not 
at  that  time  extended  below  Duane-street. 

It  continued  in  active  operation  for  five  or  six 
years,  during  which  period  every  effort  was  made  to 
give  a  complete  course  of  Medical  Instruction.  Suc- 
cess attended  its  efforts,  and  a  number  received  its 
honors  who  are  still  in  the  field  of  active  duty,  enjoying 
the  reward  of  their  diligence  and  industry.  Most  of 
the  number  have  held  posts  of  honorable  distinction 
among  their  professional  brethren. 

Shortly  after  the  close  of  my  Medical  studies  in 
1800,  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  establishing  Medical 
Societies  in  each  county  with  a  General  or  State 
Society,  the  latter  being  composed  of  delegates  to  meet 
annually  at  Albany.  By  this  law  all  practitioners  were 
required  to  enrol  themselves  as  members  of  their  res- 
pective County  Societies,  and  hence  arose  in  process  of 


time,  as  you  may  readily  imagine,  a  heterogeneous 
mass  of  regulars  and  quacks  of  every  variety.  To 
organize  such  a  body  in  a  medical  community  as  exten- 
sive as  our  own,  required  much  time  and  discussion, 
and  under  the  baneful  influence  of  a  plethora  of  speech 
the  more  useful  design  of  Scientific  improvement  was 
lost  sight  of,  and  the  Society  became  atrophied,  until 
now  it  exists  but  as  an  empty  organization.  With  so 
glaring  an  example  before  our  eyes,  I  trust  the  Aca- 
d>  my  wil|  see  the  futility  of  unprofitable  discussions, 
and  strive  after  a  more  enduring  reputation  than  its 
predecessor. 

Quackery. 

An  essay  on  empirical  remedies,  read  before  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  by  Dr.  Robert 
Campbell,  has  been  published.  The  following  extracts 
are  worthy  of  attention  : 

It  may  not  be  considered  inapposite  first,  to  notice 
a  few  of  the  artful  devices  which  characterize  the  policy 
of  the  "  nostrum  trade."  The  rationale  of  this  system 
of  quackery,  and  of  its  prosecution  upon  so  extended  a 
scale,  appears  very  simple.  In  every  pursuit  of  life, 
whether  high  or  low,  where  indolence  and  avarice  incite 
the  mind  to  conjure  up  some  royal  road  to  fortune,  it 
requires  but  little  penetration  and  reasoning  for  the  ad- 
venturer to  perceive,  that  in  the  extensive  sphere  of 
popular  dupeability,  he  is  presented  with  an  inviting 
theatre  for  profitable  speculation.  The  success  of  pre- 
decessor nostrum  dealers  tempts  him  to  embark  in  a 
traffic  whose  capital  is  but  the  outlay  of  truth  and  honor  ; 
whose  perquisite  is  easy  gain.  Hence,  to  determine 
upon  some  medium  in  which  to  embody  and  disseminate 
the  nefarious  project,  is  the  purpose,  it  matters  little 
whether  it  be  a  virulent  poison,  (if  not  too  rapid  a  one,) 
or  a  harmless  confectionary,  some  convenient  or  palata- 
ble nostrum  is  produced  either  originally,  or  from  a 
stolen  formula  vamped  into  a  more  acceptable  form. 
Next,  it  is  necessary  to  attract  popular  attention  to  the 
adjusted  bait — and  some  most  startling  phrase,  wrought 
out  of  flaming  words,  is  appended  to  it  for  a  name  ;  and 
upon  the  merits  of  this  name  depends,  in  great  mea- 
sure, the  future  prospect  for  success,  f  Dead  Shot  " 
and  "Pain  Killer"  are  terms  of  irresistable  import  to 
the  popular  comprehension.  And  such  phrases  are  in 
so  great  demand,  that  the  language  has  been  com- 
pletely drained  of  all  the  heroic  terms  which  might  be 
pressed  into  this  illegitimate  and  unhallowed  service;  so 
much  so  that  the  more  recent  conscriptions  are  but  far- 
fetched and  insignificant  expressions,  which  fall  with 
forced  but  feeble  enunciation  on  the  public  ear.  Such 
is  the  latest  style,  embracing  an  action  of  empiricism 
against  pain.  The  "  Pain  Stopper,"  we  apprehend,  has 
fallen  still-born  into  light,  for  want  of  a  nomenclatural 
vitality.  And  here,  we  may  inquire  if  the  discovery, 
by  our  science,  of  her  several  anaesthetic  agents,  might 
not  have  aroused  the  spirit  of  emulation  in  her  evil 
genius,  which  has  prompted  her  to  summon  up  to  her 
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aid  the  "  Pain  Killer,"  "  Fain  Extractor,"  "  Pa  n  | 
JSradicator,"  "  Pain  Stopper,"  etc.  etc. — in  her  recent  I 
foray  upon  this  important  quarter  ? 

The  system  of  publication,  which  constitutes  so  in- 
dispensible  an  auxiliary  in  the  economy  of  this  species 
of  commerce,  is  no  less  imposing  in  its  artful  design  and 
elaborate  and  comprehensive  inditement,  than  is  the 
scheme  of  its  nomenclature.  Every  one  is  made  fa- 
miliar, through  the  columns  of  every  newspaper,  with 
the  strenuous  puffing — the  irresistible  stress  of  gas,  so 
offensive  to  reason,  with  which  these  unscrupulous 
mountebanks  are  accustomed  to  inflate  the  astounding 
attributes  of  their  noxious  panaceas.  In  addition  to  the 
prostitution  of  the  columns  of  almost  every  daily  and 
weekly  gazette  throughout  the  country,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  paragraphs  fraught  with  subtle  chicanery 
and  enormous  mendacity,  society  in  every  condition  is 
besieged  by  the  audacious  obtrusion  of  their  lying 
placards,  handbills,  circulars,  and  every  variety  of  ad- 
vertisement, artfully  adapted  to  the  comprehension  of 
every  class ;  or  shrouded  in  a  maze  of  unintelligible 
jargon  of  misapplied  or  misquoted  medical  technicalities, 
which  never  fail  to  secure,  through  the  magic  power  of 
mystery,  the  faith  and  advocacy  of  their  illiterate  and 
superstitious  victims.  For  example,  "  Bristol's  Sar- 
saparilla  Circular"  presents  the  report  of  a  very  formi- 
dable case  of  "  Septum  Nosi,"  miraculously  cured  by 
this  infallible  drug. 

Another  mode  of  quack  advertisement  worthy  of 
notice,  as  an  instance  of  high  attainment  in  accomplish- 
ed artifice  and  crafty  ingenuity,  is  the  construction  of 
the  "Family  Almanac,"  which  is-a  compilation  of  nos- 
trum advertisements,  almanac  intelligence,  and  reports 
of  wonderful  cures — interspersed  with  glaring  wood-cut 
caricatures  of  the  hideous  lineaments  of  dire  disease,  so 
skillfully  intermingled  as  unavoidably  to  arrest  the  atten- 
tion and  curiosity  of  every  reader. 

Finally,  the  operation  of  controlling  and  vitiating  the 
public  mind-  by  the  sophistry  and  falsehood  of  charla- 
tanry, represents  the  principal  exercise  of  this  pernicious 
business.  And  when  success  will  warrant,  it  is  dealt  in 
to  almost  an  incredible  amount  of  expenditure.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  notorious  Morrison  appropriated,  be- 
tween the  years  of  1830  and  1844,  the  enormous  sum 
of  $540,000  to  the  advertisement  of  his  nostrum. 

The  evil  influence  exerted  upon  society  by  such  a 
perversion  of  the  controlling  energies  of  the  public  press, 
is  necessarily  deeply  felt,  wherever  such  an  abuse  is 
tolerated.  It  appears  to  have  been  appreciated  by  the 
French  government,  when  in  1846  an  ordinance  was 
issued  in  Paris  and  every  city  throughout  the  kingdom, 
"  that  no  bills  or  placards  announcing  the  treatment  of 
any  disease  by  particular  individuals,  or  the  sale  of  any 
particular  medicines,  should  be  posted  on  the  walls,  or 
otherwise  exposed  to  public  view  ;  and  further,  that 
none  of  the  public  newspapers  should  insert  any  such 
announcements  in  their  advertisements  at  otherwise." 


How  wise  and  efficient  a  measure  was  this,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  commonwealth  ! 

All  the  manoeuvring  diplomacy  of  the  nostrum  ven- 
der, in  concerting  his  pretenses  favorably  for  public  ac- 
ceptance, however  plausible  and  inviting,  would  often 
be  regarded  with  much  suspicion  and  discredit,  especi- 
ally by  the  more  discerning,  were  they  not  substantiated 
by  the  endorsement  of  some  more  accredited  authority. 
Hence  it  is  a  great  desideratum  with  him  to  procure,  by 
some  means  or  other,  testimonials  of  high  sounding 
name  and  respectability,  to  furnish  a  semblance  of  truth 
and  dignity  to  his  unwarrantable  representations.  These 
are  often  to  be  regarded  as  completive  of  the  one  con- 
sistent scheme  of  fraud — the  product  of  an  extension  of 
the  same  ingenuity  and  falsity  pervading  the  whole  pro- 
cedure :  having  in  many  instances,  forged  to  them 
names  of  the  most  indubitable  integrity  of  professional 
honor ;  or  names  which,  perhaps,  have  long  since  exist- 
ed only  in  the  office  of  a  pure  and  irreproachable 
memory.  But  alas  !  they  too  often  may  triumph  in 
the  sanction  of  a  genuine,  a  living  authenticity. 

Having  determined  what  are  the  agencies  which 
lend  their  influence  to  the  furtherance  of  so  deplorable 
an  evil,  this  brings  us  to  consider  who  are  the  abettors 
of  this  pernicious  vice.  It  appears  from  no  inconsider- 
able inquiry,  that  this  serious  charge^  strange  to  say,  is 
most  unanimously  preferred  against  those  whose  posi- 
tions in  the  community  would  entitle  them  to  be  styled 
the  governing  intelligences  of  the  popular  mind,  as  they 
are  those  whose  intellectual  pursuits  in  life  should  com- 
mand for  them  the  deference  due  to  an  enlightened  dis- 
crimination. Thus,  the  Clerical,  the  Editorial  and  the 
Medical  professions  are  principally  condemned,  as  being 
participes  criminis,  in  this  unworthy  enterprise. 

The  Clergy  are  proverbially  the  supporters  of  quack- 
ery, and  appear  to  evince  a  particular  approbation  of 
secret  or  "  patent  cures,"  in  preference  to  medical  aid 
derived  from  a  more  legitimate  source,  should  we  judge 
from  the  frequency  with  which  reverend  names  are  to 
be  found  appended  to  laudatory  certificates  in  their  fa- 
|  vor.  But  this  prima  facie  evidence,  we  are  persuaded, 
1  leads  to  too  harsh  a  decision  in  this  case.  For  when  we 
consider  the  moral  capacity  of  the  empiric,  to  compass 
j  any  means  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  his  ends,  and 
the  desirable  character  of  such  testimony  from  the  con- 
fidence generally  imposed  in  the  members  of  this  pro- 
fession, for  integrity  and  intelligence,  we  are  prepared 
to  make  a  liberal  allowance  in  their  behalf.  But,  we 
would  not  excuse  those  of  this  order,  who  from  weak- 
ness, ignorance  or  conceit — in  a  craven  spirit  of  compli- 
ance, or  through  a  blind  obsequiousness  to  the  claims 
of  designing  flattery,  do  thus  compromise  the  dignity  of 
their  high  calling  and  prove  recreant  to  the  cause  of 
truth  and  the  interests  of  humanity.  These,  though 
they  need  our  pity,  demand  our  reprobation. 

It  is  everywhere  complained,  "that  the  public  press, 
the  mind- governing  power  of  the  masses,  venal  and 
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prostitute,  is  the  mercenary  of  charlatan  impostors,  aid- 
ing them  to  prey  on  society,  to  corrupt  morals  and  to 
disseminate  falsehood."*  This,  in  effect,  appears  to  be 
sadly  true  !  But  why  is  it  so  1  The  press,  the  passive 
medium  of  communication,  subservient  to  the  wishes, 
the  interest,  the  welfare  of  society,  opens  its  impartial 
columns  and  wide  extended  circulation,  for  promulgat- 
ing information  purporting  to  contribute  to  the  benefit 
of  mankind.  What,  if  the  charlatan  should  there  ob- 
trude his  claims — extol  the  efficacy,  the  advantages  of 
his  medication,  giving  it  currency  under  a  counterfeit 
exposition  of  the  laws  of  health  and  disease,  which  he 
artfully  drafts  in  accordance  with  the  uneducated  appre- 
ciation of  the  non-medical  mind!  Can  we  look  to  the 
editor,  in  this  case,  to  decide  upon  the  injurious  qualities 
of  the  drug — so  well  testimonialized  as  it  generally  is; 
or  to  determine  the  heterodoxy  of  the  principles  set 
forth  ?  Can  we  expect  him  to  appreciate  the  intimate 
relationships  of  remedial  means  to  the  intricate  derange- 
ments in  the  economy  of  the  human  organism  ?  Physi- 
cians, the  proper  judiciaries,  have  not  essayed  to  gain- 
say them,  and  our  silence  is  interrupted  by  the  editor- 
as  by  the  people,  as  an  evidence  of  admission,  if  not  ap- 
probation, of  the  merit  and  truth  of  the  system.  He 
himself  is  duped  and  errs  unwittingly.  It  is  true,  that 
he  is  paid  for  such  advertisements — so  is  he  well  paid 
for  advertising  generally.  But  his  columns  are  alike 
open  to  the  advocacy  of  true  medical  science,  and  the 
exposure  of  the  fraud  and  subversion  of  the  influence  of 
quackery ;  and  it  but  remains  for  us  to  employ  them. 

It  is  generally  urged,  and  with  a  humiliating  degree 
of  justice,  that  in  the  laxity  and  corruptness  of  the  ethi- 
cal condition  of  our  own  profession,  there  obtains  a 
dominant  influence  for  countenancing  and  promoting 
the  production  and  employment  of  quack  and  patented 
remedies.  And  here,  we  are  constrained  to  acknowledge, 
that,  whether  from  dereliction  of  duty,  in  neglecting  the 
employment  of  efforts  necessary  for  combatting  the 
evil ;  or  from  an  actual  instrumentality  in  its  cause,  the 
burthen  of  the  offence  weighs  decidedly  within  the  pale 
of  the  medical  profession.  We  are  prone  to  regard 
quackery,  in  its  wide-spread  and  rapidly  increasing  ope- 
ration, with  a  bearing  of  complaisant  regret  and  supine 
resignation,  as  a  necessary  and  inevitable  event.  And 
thus,  by  an  easy  gradation,  some  attain  to  a  lenient  for- 
bearance and  finally,  acquiescence  in  its  polluting  em  brace. 
We  daity  allow  instances  of  its  pernicious  and  oftentimes 
murderous  enactments  to  pass  unchallenged  and  unim- 
proved, for  its  exposure  and  conviction.  Such  is  an  in- 
stance of  neglect  of  the  measures  which  might  be  wielded 
in  its  opposition,  and  which,  in  itself  may  be  considered 
reprehensible  in  us,  as  the  proper  guardians  of  the 
hygienic  interests  of  the  community.  But  the  offence 
of  delinquency  may  be  regarded  as  of  inconsiderable 
moment,  when  compared  with  the  more  glaring  evi- 
dences of  disregard  and  infraction  of  the  very  funda- 
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mental  and  necessary  requisitions,  implied  in  the  terms 
of  our  professional  morality,  and  of  which,  so  many, 
who  claim  legitimacy  in  the  Hippocratic  lineage,  are  to 
be  found  guilty.  For  there  are  many  among  us,  who 
testimonialize  for  quacks,  or  who  are  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  their  nostrums,  or  who,  without  ascertaining 
their  composition,  prescribe  them  in  their  practice  ;  and 
there  are  still  some,  who  are  so  fallen  and  degenerate, 
as  to  have  alienated  themselves  from  the  profession,  and 
forfeited  their  claims  to  its  respectability  and  privileges, 
by  enlisting  in  the  legion  of  quackery,  with  a  shameless 
avowal  of  their  authorship  or  proprietorship  of  some 
secret  or  patent  drug.  These  are  certainly,  potent  in- 
fluences derived  from  the  medical  profession,  which  in 
its  members  are  more  inexcusable,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not 
in  every  case,  that  they  can  honestly  plead  ignorance, 
as  an  amelioration  of  their  crime. 

The  aid  contributed  by  the  Apothecary,  in  the  ex- 
posure and  sale  of  nostrums,  likewise  furnishes  a  con- 
siderable influence  towards  the  success  of  this  business 
And  some,  not  satisfied  with  the  fair  profits  of  so  lucra- 
tive an  agency,  must  play  a  more  active  and  extensive 
part  in  the  speculation.  Many  a  physician's  valuable 
formula  is  made  subservient  to  this  perverted  purpose, 
being  set  off  with  ad  captandum  name,  and  adorned 
with  every  quack  embellishment  of  which  a  drug  is 
susceptible,  with  specific  directions  for  use,  and  confi- 
dent recommendations,  as  the  cure  of  all  incurable 
diseases. 

This  is,  at  least,  a  compromise  of  the  reciprocating 
relationship  they  sustain  to  our  profession,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  arrant  presumption  and  intrinsic  immorality  of 
the  proceeding. 

Lastly,  the  very  foundation  of  all  empirical  systems, 
and  more  especially  of  quackery  in  this  form,  and  its 
greatest  sustaining  influence  may  be  referred  to  the 
construction  and  operation  of  the  administrative  regula- 
tions of  our  country,  in  their  bearing  upon  this  point. 
Here,  indeed,  is  a  strong  hold — the  grand  constitutional 
basis  on  which  it  is  founded  ;  from  which  it  has  derived 
its  origin  and  derives  its  existence,  and  upon  which  it 
depends  for  protection  and  encouragement.  The  exis- 
tence and  exercise  of  the  patent  law  in  its  application 
to  remedial  agents,  guarantees  the  legality  and  consti- 
tutionality of  the  system.  Besides  encouraging  the 
production,  by  protecting  the  right  of  manufacturing 
and  vending  these  cftfnpounds,  the  exercise  of  this  law 
does  much,  in  prejudicing  the  popular  mind  in  their 
favor — as  a  patent  is  received  as  an  assurance  of  the 
superior,  tested  qualities  of  the  drug. 

The  difficulty  of  concerting  any  plan  of  prosecution, 
which  would  promise  success,  in  remedying  this  impor- 
tant evil — so  extensively  prevalent  and  securely  estab- 
lished as  it  is  in  our  country— must  be  apparent  to  every 
one.  It  would  seem,  that  the  adoption  of  measures, 
which  would  meet  it  in  all  the  conditions  of  its  exis- 
tence, (if  it  were  possible  to  devise  them,)  and  which 
would  operate  gradually,  but  certainly  for  the  removal 
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of  the  causes  on  which  it  depends,  would  furnish  the 
only  hope  of  a  successful  encounter. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  principal  elements  of  its  exis- 
tence consist  in  1st,  The  general  ignorance  pervading 
the  public,  on  all  medical  subjects  ;  and  2nd,  The  im- 
perfect and  indiscreet  arrangement  of  the  legislative 
regulations  of  this  country,  concerning  subjects  of  medi- 
cal interest. 

Any  arrangement  to  operate  successfully,  must  first 
secure  great  concert  of  energetic  action  in  the  profession, 
and  the  engagement  of  its  most  influential  authorities. 

The  plan  which  we  would  respectfully  suggest  for 
your  consideration,  and  which,  in  our  humble  opinion, 
appears  to  meet  the  two  most  prominent  indications 
presented,  is — 

1st.  The  establishment  of  an  efficient  Standing  Com- 
mittee in  this  Body,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  general  Society,  to  collect  and  publish, 
as  far  as  practicable,  through  the  popular  channels  of 
intelligence,  all  the  instances  of  the  pernicious  effects, 
resulting  from  the  employment  of  empirical  remedies, 
which  may  come  under  the  observation  of  the  Society — 
for  the  advisement  of  the  people. 

And,  2nd.  Let  it  be  the  duty  of  said  Committee  to 
present  a  Report  of  the  facts,  thus  collected,  at  the 
annual  meetings  of  the  American  Medical  Association ; 
soliciting  their  recommendation  of  such  a  plan  to  the 
several  State  Medical  Societies  and  Associations  of  the 
Union— /or  the  purpose  of  accumulating  evidence  suffi- 
cient for  the  arraignment  of  this  injurious  system,  as 
a  national  grievance.  And  also,  for  this  Committee  to 
solicit  the  interference  of  the  National  Association,  as 
the  highest  Medical  intelligence,  in  memorializing  the 
National  Congress,  as  the  highest  legislative  authority 
of  our  country,  for  the  abolition  of  that  portion  of  the 
"  Patent-law,"  referring  to  secret  remedies,  and  petition- 
ing the  suppression  and  prevention  of  such  medicines, 
by  whatever  additional  measures,  which  that  authority 
may  deem  proper  to  adopt — the  evidence  of  the  joint 
Report  of  the  several  State  Committees,  being  adduced 
as  the  reasonable  apology  for  such  an  application. 

Gleanings 

From  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for  July  1852. 

Dr.  Porter,  Surgeon  U.  S.  army,  publishes  his  notes 
of  campaigns  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  He  very  for- 
cibly argues  in  favor  of  the  circular  mode  of  amputa- 
tion, offers  objections  to  the  flap  operation,  and  opposes 
the  use  of  anaesthetics  in  gun  shot  wounds. 

Dr.  Clarke,  of  Boston,  has  a  paper  on  Aural  Sur- 
gery, with  140  cases. 

Dr.  Eve,  of  Augusta,  Geo.  reports  25  cases  of  uri- 
nary calculus,  in  which  the  bi-lateral  operation  was  per- 
formed in  23. 

Dr.  Blake,  of  Sacramento  city,  writes  on  the  cli- 
mate and  diseases  of  California. 

Dr.  Frick,  of  Baltimore,  has  a  valuable  paper  on 
Saccharine  Diabetes.    The  average  quantity  of  sugar 


daily  was  7741  grains,  contained  in  253  ounces  of 
urine,  which  was  the  average  for  15  days  in  one  of  the 
cases  reported.  In  another  150  ounces  of  urine  passed 
in  24  hours,  contained  nearly  11  ounces  of  sugar.  Dr. 
F.  has  rendered  great  service  in  this  paper  to  the  theo- 
retical and  practical  questions  relating  to  this  obscure 
malady. 

Dr.  Morland  furnishes  highly  interesting  extracts 
from  the  records  of  the  Boston  Society,  for  medical 
improvement. 

Dr.  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  has  a  sensible  paper  ad- 
verse to  the  morbid  notions  of  the  danger  of  water 
passing  through  lead  pipes,  which  he  shows  to  be 
erroneous. 

Dr.  Lattimore,  "of  New-York,  has  a  paper  on  the 
use  of  common  salt  as  a  substitute  tor  quinine  in  inter- 
mittents. 

Dr.  Troy,  of  N.  C.  presents  new  views  concerning 
tubercular  deposits. 

Dr.  Kneeland,  of  Boston,  has  a  paper  on  Phosphate 
of  lime  on  Phthisis  ;  and  Dr.  Mitchell,  one  on  uric  acid, 
both  of  which  are  critical  and  meritorious. 

Dr.  A.  K.  Gardner,  of  New- York,  reports  cases  of 
Operative  Midwifery,  in  which  department  he  gives 
promise  to  excel. 

Dr.  Brainard,  of  Chicago,  reports  a  case  of  resec- 
tion of  the  superior  maxillary  and  malar  bones. 

The  foregoing  summary  shows  thirteen  original 
articles  of  merit  in  this  single  number  of  this  excellent 
quarterly,  which,  under  the  editorial  conduct  of  Dr. 
Hays,  is  alike  creditable  to  the  profession  and  the 
country. 

Passing  over  the  departments  of  Reviews  and  Bib- 
liographical notices,  we  come  to  the  quarterly  summary 
of  improvements  and  discoveries,  including  foreign  and 
American  intelligence.  This  number  equals  any  of  its 
predecessors. 

Dr.  Clarke's   Address  before  the   Suffolk  District 
Medical  Society. 

This  address  ably  argues  the  superiority  of  sanitary 
measures  over  quarantines.  We  are  glad  to  see  medi- 
cal men  taking  hold  of  this  question  ;  it  is  time  that 
this  worse  than  useless  system  [of  quarantine]  was  abo- 
lished. It  is  a  barbarism.  The  address  is  most  beau- 
tifully printed.  The  following  extract  on  ship  fever 
will  be  read  with  interest  by  those  who  have  indulged 
useless  fears  in  regard  to  it. 

"  The  Typhus  of  Great  Britain,  or  Ship  Fever,  is  a 
disease  comparatively  new  to  this  country  ;  but  it  is 
one  to  which  much  attention  has  been  attracted,  since 
the  floods  of  emigration  from  the  old  world  have  depo- 
sited it — a  most  noxious  detritus — upon  our  shores. 

,;  As  a  disease  which  has,  from  the  nature  of  its 
origin,  and  the  character  of  its  subjects,  compelled  for 
itself  some  special  legislation,  it  is  deserving  of  parti- 
cular notice.  Having  the  property,  as  I  am  confident 
of  reproducing  itself,  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
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principles  of  which  are,  want  of  ventilation  and  over- 
crowding— whether  on  shipboard,  at  emigrant  station 
houses,  in  hospitals,  or  elsewhere — unless  these  condi- 
tions are  present,  aud  the  poison  of  the  disease  has 
become  accumulated,  it  does  not  thus  reproduce  itself. 
That  is  to  say,  it  is  usually  only  contagious  when  the 
presence  of  concurring  circumstances  makes  it  so. 
Highly  amenable  to  sanitary  measures,  and  rendered 
comparatively  harmless  by  them,  it  becomes  most  ma- 
lignant and  contagious  by  their  neglect.  Under  these 
circumstances,  and  for  the  purposes  only  of  a  con- 
venient enforcement  of  other  sanitary  measures,  such  as 
purification  of  emigrant  vessels,  or  the  cleansing  and 
dispersion  of  the  sick,  the  maintenance  of  quarantine 
establishments  may  be  considered  as  of  the  highest  im- 
portance. But  this* remark  may  be  applied  also  with 
equal  propriety  to  the  other  zymotic  diseases,  which 
are  confessedly  non-contagious. 

"  Carried  beyond  this  point,  quarantines  are  not 
only  useless,  but  injurious,  because  their  rigid  enforce- 
ment renders  impossible  the  employment  of  any  miti 
gating  agencies — embarrasses  commerce — subjects  tra 
vellers  to  all  kinds  of  annoyances  and  dangers — in  fine 
aggravates,  in  a  material  degree,  all  the  evils  they  are 
intended  to  alleviate  or  avert."  zion's  HernM. 

On  the  Bloed  and  its  Changes. 

BY   KODOLP   HAAS,   M.  D. 
Lute  Phyfieian  in  the  Hungarian  nrmy.  ami  formerly  Professor  in  Viennn. 
No.  2.    [Continued  from  pngc  196,] 

It  follows  that  the  large  red  particles  contribute,  by 
-  distending  the  small  capillaries,  a.  great  deal  to  nutri 
tion. 

Although  that  theory,  by  which  the  red  particles 
are  degraded  to  a  mechanical  action,  will  not  seem  pa- 
laLable  to  a  great  many  theorists,  who  give  only  their 
approbation  to  transcendent  hypothesis,  I  hope  never- 
theless that  that  theory  will  meet  the  consideration  of 
the  practical  student  of  nature.  For  that  theory  is 
grounded  upon  two  facts  :  1.  That  for  effecting  nutri- 
tion, a  certain  degree  of  distention  of  the  capillaries  is 
required,  that  albumen  and  fibrin,  the  principal  nutri- 
tive matters  could  pass.  2.  That  the  red  particles  dis- 
tend the  small  capillaries  ;  and  acknowledging  the  truth 
of  these  facts,  is  acknowledging  my  theory.  It  might 
be  that  the  red  particles  have  still  other  functions  be- 
sides that  of  extending  the  capillaries,  to  perform  too. 
But  if  wc  consider  that  nutrition  is  only  effected  by  the 
blood  which  passes  through  the  pores  of  [he  capillaries 
into  the  parenchyma;  that  the  blood,  as  long  as  it  is  in 
the  vessels,  can  contribute  nothing  to  nutrition,  that  in 
spite  of  a  large  quantity  of  blood  being  in  the  vessels, 
the  animal  must  starve,  if  no  fibrin  and  albumen  pass 
through  their  coats ;  that  the  red  particles  are  the  very 
organs  by  which  the  nutritive  matter  is  caused  to  come 
in  contact  with  the  tissues;  that  the  red  particles,  dis- 
tending the  vessels  put  out  of  the  way  the  obstacle, 
which  prevents  the  nutritive  matters  from  joining  their  re- 


spective tissues,  lor  beiug  organized  and  assimilated  to 
them,  then  the  necessity  and  the  importance  of  red  par- 
ticles will  be  comprehended  and  acknowledged.  The 
heart  and  the  vessels  possess  a  large  room  in  the  animal 
body,  and  they  have  no  other  function  than  to  carry  nu- 
tritive matters  to  the  tissues,  and  why  could  not  the 
red  particles  be  for  the  same  purpose  ? 

The  small  red  particles,  which  are  too  small  to  ex- 
tend large  capillaries,  can  be  for  a  double  purpose, 
either  they  extend  the  smaller  capillaries,  so  are  capil- 
laries of  rnfg  diameter  sufficiently  extended  by  particles 
of  3o'ff¥  diameter;  or  it  can  be  the  case  that  the  large 
red  particles  are  formed  from  the  smaller  ones,  and  it 
is  very  probable  that  the  large  particles  do  not  attain 
their  right  size  at  once,  but  that  they  are  evolving  by 
degrees  from  the  smaller  ones. 

Our  theory  of  the  function  of  the  red  panicles  can 
be  sustained  by  the  following  arguments  : 

The  red  particles  in  different  classes  of  animals  are 
of  a  different  size.  The  frogs  have  got  particles  twice 
as  large  as  those  of  fowls,  which  possess  twice  as  large 
ones  as  mammalia  are  endowed  with.  It  has  been  no- 
ticed that  in  all  classes  of  animals  which  have  been  the 
object  of  microscopical  observations,  there  are  a  large 
quantity  of  red  particles  of  a  larger  diameter  than  a 
great  many  capillaries  are  in  the  same  animals,  and  that 
such  particles  pass  only  with  difficulty  through  the  ca- 
pillaries, and  that  they  are  often  stopped  in  the  mouth, 
or  in  the  cavity  of  capillaries. — [Valentin,  Physiolog. 
Vol.  I.  sec.  106S.]  Weber  observing  the  stoppage  of 
red  particles,  asserts  *  the  frequency  of  the  occurrence 
of  that  phenomenon  shows  that  it  cannot  be  without 
importance  to  nutrition  of  tissues."  Is  it  uot  very  strange 
that  nature  has  made  that  singular  arrangement  of  the 
size  of  the  red  particles?  Why  is  it  necessary  for  the 
amphybia  to  get  twice  as  large  particles  as  the  fowls, 
and  these  twice  as  large  ones  as  the  mammalia?  What 
is  the  cause  that  necked  amphybia  need  twice  as  large 
red  particles  as  the  other  amphybia?  If  the  red  parti- 
cles have  got  no  other  function  than  to  cany  gas,  why 
should  mammalia — who  need  more  oxygen  to  sustain 
life — suffer  no  harm  by  small  particles  which  would  not 
be  convenient  to  the  organism  of  amphybia  ] 

But  according  to  our  theory  that  the  function  of  the 
red  particles  is  to  extend  the  small  capillaries,  and  open 
the  way  for  the  passage  of  nutritive  matters,  we  can 
give  an  explanation  to  that  arrangement  of  red  particles, 
which,  at  the  first  aspect,  seems  to  be  very  singular. 
It  is  a  matter  of  course,  that  if  the  red  particles  are 
meant  for  the  purpose  of  distending  the  vessels,  that 
with  the  growth  of  the  vessels  in  the  animals,  the  red 
particles  must  also  grow;  because,  if  the  vessels  grow, 
and  the  red  particles  remain  small,  the  latter  would  not 
be  able  to  extend  the  former.  But  we  shall  show  that 
it  depends  on  the  circumstances,  where  animals  live, 
what  size  of  capillaries  they  must  have  to  sustain  life. 
For,  it  being  the  purpose  of  the  vessels  to  carry  nutri- 
tive matters  to  the  tissues  for  their  nutrition,  which  is 
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only  effected  by  those  parts  of  the  blood  w  hich  pass 
through  the  pores  of  the  cnpillaries  into  the  parenchy- 
ma, so  that  if  no  nutritive  matters  can  pass  through  the 
pores,  the  animal  must  die  in  spite  of  the  blood  being 
accumulated  in  the  vessels;  it  follows  that  the  con- 
tractabihty  of  tlie  capillaries  must  change  according  to 
the  circumstances  the  animal  is  destined  to  live  in.  The 
more  an  animal  Is  exposed  to  such  influences  which 
cause  the  contraction  of  the  capillaries,  the  more  the 
latter  must  have  strength  to  resist  the  contracting  im- 
pression. Cold  is  one  of  those  influences  which  causes 
the  contraction  of  the  vessels;  those  animals,  therefore, 
who  are  more  exposed  to  cold,  need  stronger  vessels 
for  being  able  to  resist  it.  Experiments  of  Valentin  and 
other  physiologists,  show  that  the  smaller  the  vessels, 
the  sooner  and  the  more  they  are  contracted  by  the 
influence  of  cold.  The  artery  of  a  turtle  contracts,  by 
the  application  of  cold  water,  in  five  minutes,  to  the  one 
third  part  of  his  former  diameter;  but  the  capillaries 
contract  in  a  shorter  time  to  a  much  smaller  diameter. 
—[Valentin,  Physiol.  Vol.  I.  sec.  1086.]  It  follows  that 
the  more  an  animal  is  exposed  to  cold  the  larger  its 
capillaries  must  be,  that  exudation  of  nutritive  matters 
through  the  coats  into  the  parenchyma  should  not  be 
prevented  and  nutrition  interrupted.  How  often  and 
to  what  a  degree  nutrition  and  evolution  are  prevented 
by  the  influence  of  cold  on  the  vessels,  is  extensively  ex- 
emplified in  the  treatise  on  the  mechanism  of  textural 
nutrition,  London  Journal  of  Medicine — July,  1S50,  pg. 
642 — by  myself.  That  amphybia  are  more  exposed  to 
cold  than  mammalia  and  fowls  is  very  well  known, — 
their  body  being  cold  shows  that  they  cannot  produce 
such  a  quantity  of  heat  as  it  is  required  to  keep  the  bal- 
ance to  the  cold  of  the  atmosphere.  The  cause  of  their 
not  being  able  to  produce  such  a  quantity  of  heat,  like 
mammalia  and  fowls,  is  to  be  found  in  their  destination 
to  be  in  order  of  animals  lower  than  fowls  and  mamma- 
lia, and  as  the  principal  characteristics  of  animals  are 
movement  and  sensibility,  animals  of  a  lower  order  can- 
not possess  but  a  low  degree  of  movement  and  sensibi- 
lity. But  heat  is  always  produced  by  movement,  and 
the  less  an  animal  moves  the  less  heat  is  produced  ;  that 
is  an  observation  of  all  physiologists,  without  exception. 
The  explanation  of  that  is  given  by  Liebig.  On  another 
occasion,  that  as  I  hope  I  shall  publish  a  treatise  on 
respiration,  I  shall  show  the  principle  upon  which  that 
is  based.  It  is  a  matter  of  course,  that  amphybia  with- 
out integuments  are  more  exposed  to  cold  than  amphy- 
bia with  integuments,  who,  by  their  integuments,  are 
partly  sheltered  against  cold. 

Fowls,  though  moving  a  great  deal,  are  neverthe- 
less more  exposed  to  the  cold  air  than  mammalia;  for 
they  have  got  a  small  body,  and  in  proportion  a  much 
larger  plain  is  in  contact  with  the  surrounding  air  than 
in  mammalia.  For  that  reason  nature  covered  the  body 
of  fowls  with  plumes. 

The  small  mammalia,  although  they  have  also  a 
large  plain  in  contact  with  the  atmosphere,  are  never- 


theless not  exposed  so  much  as  the  fowls — for  the  small 
mammalia  are  hidden  in  holes,  and  when  they  leave  for 
a  moment  their  holes,  they  are  compelled  to  run. 

It  follows  that  amphybia  being  destined  by  nature 
to  a  low  degree  of  animal  beings,  have  got  the  faculty 
of  acting  but  in  a  small  measure,  produce  consequently 
a  small  quantity  of  heat,  and  are  for  that  reason  very 
soon  subdued  by  the  cold  atmosphere.  If  they  had  got 
small  capillaries  like  mammalia  and  fowls  have  got,  these 
vessels  would  be  very  soon  contracted  by  the  cold,  and 
no  nutritive  matters  could  then  pass  into  the  parenchy- 
ma, and  nutrition  would  then  be  interrupted.  For  that 
reason  nature  furnished  them  with  larger  vessels,  which 
have  got  more  power  to  resist  the  cold,  and  for  extend- 
ing larger  vessels  they  must  have  larger  red  particles, 
too.  The  size  of  the  parts  of  thetr  body  is  correspon- 
dent to  the  place  they  occupy  in  the  series  of  animal 
beings. 

Amphybia  without  integuments  are  provided  with 
larger  capillaries,  to  re-compensate  the  deficiency  of 
integuments. 

Fowls  must  be  possessed  of  larger  vessels  than 
mammalia,  to  make  up  for  the  larger  plain  of  their 
body  being  exposed  to  the  air. 

2.  That  the  red  particles  contribute  to  nutrition  and 
evolution,  is  also  proved  from  the  fact  that  I  mentioned 
above,  that  robust  and  athletic  individuals  show  always 
an  increased  quantit}'  of  red  particles  ;  but  in  weak  and 
delicate  individuals  a  deficiency  of  red  particles  is  to  be 
observed.  Henle  says,  jn  his  Rationel  Patholog.  volume 
2.  pg.  86,  "  If  the  red  particles  of  the  blood  have  no 
other  function  than  to  carry  gas,  we  cannot  comprehend  , 
in  what  way  those  particles  contribute  to  the  evolution  *" 
of  muscles,  that  without  the  presence  of  a  large  quantity 
of  them,  the  muscles  are  thin  and  weak."  But,  if  the 
red  particles  are  organs  for  extending  the  vessels  and 
opening  thus  the  pores  of  them  for  the  passage  of  nutri- 
tive matters,  it  is  easily  comprehended  that  in  a  deficien- 
cy of  those  particles,  nutrition  and  evolution  cannot  be 
sufficiently  carried  on.  For  the  less  the  quantity  of  red 
particles  the  less  often  the  capillaries  are  extended,  the 
less  proteine  substances  pass  into  the  parenchyma  of  the 
textures,  and  thus  this  nutrition  and  evolution  is  interrupt- 
ed by  deficiency  of  nutritive  matters  in  the  parenchyma. 
That  is  particularly  the  case  with  fibrin,  which  is  the 
less  dissolved  among  those  substances  of  the  blood, 
which  penetrate  through  the  pores  into  the  parenchyma 
for  serving  to  nutrition.  The  muscles  remain  for  that 
reason  thin,  and  thin  muscles  are  always  weak  and 
powerless,  as  it  has  been  proved  by  experiments  of 
Valentin  and  other  physiologists. 

But  if  the  red  particles  exist  in  the  blood  upon  a 
larger  scale,  the  capillaries  are  oftener  extended,  a 
larger  quantity  of  albumen  and  fibrin  pass  through  the 
coats  of  the  capillaries  into  the  parenchyma,  and  the 
experiments  of  Swan  teach,  animal  textures  are  always 
able  to  grow  larger,  when  they  have  got  sufficient  mat- 
ters to  effect  it. 
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form  neither  if  beaten  with  sticks  or  dipped  in  serum 
for  24  hours.  Such  a  constancy  and  firmness  is  rather 
convenient  to  bodies  destined  to  a  mechanical  action. 

5.  Prevost  and  Dumas  have  proved  by  experiments 
that  the  property  of  revivicating  of  the  blood  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  red  particles  alone  ;  that  serum  with- 
out led  particles  had  no  effect,  but  the  blood,  even  after 
having  lost  all  its  fibrin  is  able  to  revive  an  animal. 
They  made  injections  of  serum  into  the  vessels  of  ani- 
mals, who  have  been  previously  bled  to  asphyxia, 
without  having  obtained  any  symptom  of  reviving  of 
the  animals  ;  but  they  succeeded  perfectly  by  injections 
of  pure  blood,  or  blood  without  fibrin.  Bishoff  and 
Dieffenbach  had  the  same  results.  (Dieffenbach  Die 
transfusion  des  Blutes,  Berlin,  1S28.) 

Those  experiments  are  to  bf  explained  as  follows. 
We  have  first  to  inquire  in  the  immediate  cause  that 
animals  fall  in  asphysia  after  the  loss  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  blood.  The  animals  fall  in  asphyxia  before 
they  lost  their  whole  blood,  which  is  proved  by  the 
fact  that  even  in  animals  bled  to  death,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  blood  is  to  be  found ;  but  the  asphyxia 
begins  as  soon  as  the  blood  hiss  been  diminished  in  a 
degree  that  the  vessels  contract  in  such  a  measure  that 
no  blood  can  pass  through  their  coats  into  the  paren- 
chyma for  affording  nutrition,  and  therefore  the  organs, 
not  being  restored,  are  unable  to  act,  which  state,  if 
extended  over  all  organs  is  called  asphyxia.  For  that 
reason  the  injection  of  serum  fcaS  been  without  effect ; 
for  as  long  as  a  sufficient  quantity  of  red  particles  did 
not  exist  in  the  vessels,  the  pores  have  not  been  opened 
in  such  a  degree  as  required,  that  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  nutritive  matters  could  pass.  The  injected  serum 
replaced  tlie  quantity  of  serum,  but  not  the  quantity  of 
red  particles.  The  blood  run  from  the  arteries  through 
the  capillaries  into  the  veins,  without  nutritive  matters 
could  pass  through  the  coats  of  the  capillaries  into  the 
parenchyma,  and  for  that  reason  no  revivification  has 
been  effected. 

But  the  injection  of  blood  did  answer  the  purpose, 
as  the  red  particles  distending  the  vessels  opened  the 
way  for  the  penetration  of  nutritive  matters  into  the 
parenchyma,  the  tissues  got  nourished,  and  begin  to 
act  again. 

The  injection  of  blood  without  fibrin  had  the  same 
effect.  For  the  blood  being  restored  in  regard  to  its 
quantity  filled  the  vessels,  and  the  red  particles  also 
being  replaced  distended  them,  and  gave  passage  to 
the  albumen  and  fibrin,  the  latter  from  the  blood 
which  remained  in  the  vessels.  It  follows  that  in  those 
experiments  the  revivification  has  not  been  produced  by 
the  red  particles  immediate  influence,  but  by  their  me- 
diating between  tissues  and  albumen  and  fibrin,  by 
causing  their  immediate  contact. 

After  having  established  the  function  of  red  parti- 
cles, we  shall  find  no  difficulty  to  explain  their  consum- 
mation. Being  certain  the  red  particles  extend  the 
small  capillaries  when  passing  through,  it  is  also  certain 


We  see  the  same  system  is  followed  by  nature  in 
all  other  occasions.  In  the  same  class  of  animals  the 
younger  ones  have  cjot  a  larger  quantity  of  red  parti- 
cles than  the  adult  ones,  as  the  latter  are  already  evo- 
luted,  and  do  not  need  that  such  a  quantity  of  nutritive 
matter  should  transude,  like  in  younger  animals  ;  which 
ought  not  to  be  the  case  if  red  particles  be  meant  for 
respirations,  as  I  mentioned  above. 

3.  Those  classes  of  animals  who  are  more  active, 
have  got  a  larger  quantity  of  red  particles.  For  by 
activity  a  part  of  the  active  organs  is  injured,  which 
must  be  replaced  from  the  blood,  and  for  that  purpose 
albumen  and  fibrin  must  transude;  and  eonsequently 
the  more  active  an  animal  the»more  albumen  and  fibrin 
is  necessary  to  restoration,  and  the  more  must  transude, 
which  could  not  be  effected  if  red  particles  would  not 
exist  in  the  same  proportion  ;  fowls  and  mammalia  have 
got  heretofore  much  more  red  particles  than  amphybia. 

4.  The  construction  of  the  red  particles  is  such 
one,  as  to  be  best  fit  to  extend  the  capillaries.  They 
are  formed  of  a  shell  an  elastic  membrane,  in  which  a 
fluid  is  enclosed  ;  but  a  globe  which  is  made  upon 
such  a  principle  is  most  fit  to  distend  an  elastic  tube, 
through  which  it  is  pushed.  Such  a  globe  being  pressed 
behind,  must  give  way  to  the  pressing  force,  and  must 
become  shorter  and  broader,  and  the  more  its  breadth 
increases  the  more  the  tube  through  which  it  has  to 
pass  must  be  extended.  But  a  solid  globe,  even  if 
elastic,  do  not  give  way  in  such  a  measure,  and  is  here- 
tofore less  suitable  to  the  purpose  of  extending  a  tube. 
The  principle  that  nature  has  chosen,  in  constructing 
the  red  particles,  manifests  the  aim  they  are  made  for. 

The  shells  of  the  red  particles  contain  a  great  deal 
of  iron,  which  is  scarcely  found  in  other  tissues.  What 
is  the  cause  that  nature  found  it  necessary  to  make  an 
exception  of  its  general  rule  ?  That  the  iron  be  neces- 
sary in  the  shell  for  facilitating  the  exchange  of  gas 
(Liebig)  is  an  erroneous  consequence  of  a  false  theory 
of  attributing  to  the  red  particles  exclusively,  the  func- 
tion of  attracting  and  repulsing  gas  ;  but  having  been 
proved  that  respiration  is  nothing  else  than  a  diffusion 
of  gas,  and  that  any  other  fluid  could  replace  the  blood 
in  regard  to  the  changing  of  gas,  it  follows  as  a  conse- 
quence that  the  iron  is  not  at  all  necessary  to  res- 
piration. 

But  according  to  our  theory  the  red  particles,  as 
organs  for  producing  a  mechanical  action,  need  to  be 
surrounded  with  a  firm  envelope  to  subdue  the  con- 
tractive power  of  the  capillaries.   Without  such  a  firm- 
ness they  could  not  answer  to  the  purpose  they  are 
meant  for  ;  they  could  not  resist  to  the  pressure  of  the 
walla  of  the  capillaries  which  they  are  pressed  through,  j 
For  that  purpose  nature  had  to  furnish  the  red  particles  ; 
with  some  metal,  and  as  there  is  no  other  metal  which  | 
would  not  be  disadvantageous  to  animal  body  than  iron,  j 
that  have  been  chosen. 

The  firmness  of  the  surface  of  the  red  particles  can  ; 
be  Been  in  experiments,  that  they  do  not  change  their  | 
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that  a  reaction  is  effected  upon  them  by  the  capillaries, 
that  consists  in  a  certain  amount  of  friction  which  is 
exercised  by  the  walls  of  the  capillaries  upon  the  shell 
of  the  red  p  irficles,  and  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  such 
a  friction  must  by  degrees  injure  the  shell,  and  render 
the  particles  unfit  to  continue  their  function  of  dis- 
tending the  capillaries. 

Red  particles  are  consequently  consumed  like  other 
organs,  viz.  by  their  activity.  The  muscle,  as  stated 
by  experiments  of  Valentin,  a.  o.  got  soft  by  contrac- 
tions, so  it  is  with  red  particles  too. 

The  difference  between  the  consummation  of  red 
particles  and  that  of  albumen  and  fibrin  is,  that  the 
latter  substances  are  applied  to  new  textures,  but  not 
the  red  particles,  which  are  themselves  already  textures. 

Fat  is  extended  in  different  ways. 

1.  It  is  deposited  in  the  cellular  tissue. 

2.  It  is  transformed  into  the  fat  of  the  brain. 

3.  It  is  transformed  into  bile.  That  is  proved  that 
there  is  no  other  substance  in  the  blood  that  bile  could 
be  formed  from,  being  an  unazotised  substance. 

4.  A  large  quantity  of  fat  is  also  burnt  by  oxygen. 
That  is  proved  as  follows  :  We  exspire  in  24  hours 
24  ounces  of  carbonic  acid  :  16  through  the  lungs, 
and  8  through  the  skin.  In  24  ounces  carbonic  acid 
8  ounces  of  carbonium  are  contained.  As  there  are  in 
100  parts  of  proteine  only  54  of  carbonium,  conse- 
quently for  obtaining  8  ounces  carbonium  nearly  15 
ounces  of  proteine  must  be  decomposed,  but  that  is  not 
the  case;  for  there  are  in  100  parts  of  proteine  16  of 
nytrogen,  nearly  one-sixth  of  the  total  quantity  of  the 
proteine.  It  follows  that  if  Jo  ounces  of  proteine 
would  be  decomposed  in  a  space  of  24  hours,  2| 
ounces  of  nytrogen  must  be  obtained  in  that  decompo- 
sition ;  but  the  whole  nytrogen  which  is  obtained  by 
the  decomposition  of  proteine  substances,  is  removed  by 
urea  and  uric  acid,  we  remove  in  24  hours  not  more 
than  four-fifth  ounce  of  urea.  In  100  parts  of  urea 
there  are  46  of  nytrogen  less  than  the  half  of  the 
quantity  of  the  urea;  consequently  not  more  than  half 
an  ounce  of  nytrogen  is  removed  from  the  body  in  24 
hours.  The  nytrogen  of  the  uric  acid  is  scarcely 
■worth  to  be  taken  in  consideration.  It  follows  from 
the  quantity  of  urea  that  not  more  than  3  ounces  of 
proteine  substances  are  in  general  decomposed  through 
24  hours,  which  supplies  not  more  than  §  ounce  of  car- 
bonium. It  is  the  consequence  that  6f  ounces  of  car- 
bonium is  supplied  from  the  combustion  of  unazotised 
substances,  and  as  there  is  but  very  little  sugar  in  the 
chylus,  it  follows  that  a  large  quantity  of  fat  is  daily 
decomposed. 

The  water  of  the  blood  is  necessary  to  fill  up  the 
vessels  and  to  keep  the  nutritive  matters  in  a  solution,  to 
make  them  fit  to  pass  the  pores  of  the  vessels.  It  is 
expended  in  all  secretions  and  excretions  ;  a  large  quan- 
tity of  water  is  also  losed  by  evaporation. 

The  chloride  of  natrium  is  necessary  for  the  red 


particles  which  are  very  soon  injured  in  clear  water;  it  is 
expended  in  all  secretions  and  excretions. 

The  x>hoaphaten  are  expended  in  the  nutrition  and 
evolution  of  bones  and  cartilages;  they  are  also  remov- 
ed by  urine  and  sweat. 

From  the  above  laid  down  principles  the  following 
statements  are  the  corollaries  : 
j        ].  The  albumen  of  the  blood  is  already  formed  in 
j  the  intestines,  and  enters  therefore  the  lymphatic  and 
!  blood-vessels  ready  made:  according  to  the  principle, 
that  albumen  is  formed  immediately  of  food. 

2.  That  albumen  is  expended  in  and  out  of  the  ves- 
sels. It  is  applied  in  the  vessels  to  the  formation  of  fibrin 
and  red  particles,  and  oufrof  the  vessels,  after  having  ex- 
uded through  their  coats  into  the  parenchyma,  to  the 
formation  of  different  tissues. 

3.  Fibrin  is  formed  in  the  blood  and  lymphatic  ves- 
sels; that  follows  from  the  statement,  that  fibrin  is 
formed  by  degrees  of  albumen,  and  that  no  fibrin  is  to 
be  found  in  the  chym  of  the  intestines. 

4.  Fibrin  is  only  expended  out  of  the  vessels,  that 
is,  after  having  transuded.  It  has  been  proved  that 
fibrin  is  neither  transformed  into  red  particles,  nor  de- 
composed by  oxygen. 

5.  Red  particles  are  formed  in  the  vessels.  For 
they  cannot  enter  in  their  shapes  through  the  pores 
into  the  vessels. 

6.  Bed  particles  are  expended  in  the  vessels.  They 
are  spoiled  by  the  friction,  which  is  exercised  upon  them 
by  the  walls  of  the  small  capillaries. 

1.  Water  enters  the  vessels  ready  made.  It  comes 
from  the  solid  and  liquid  foods  and  fluids.  The  water 
which  is  produced  by  decomposition  is  too  small  in 
quantity  as  to  be  taken  in  consideration. 

8.  Water  is  expended  out  of  the  vessels,  after  hav- 
ing exuded,  in  all  secretions  and  excretions.  But  it  is 
also  expended  in  the  vessels  by  evaporation. 

9.  Chlorid  of  natrium  enters  ready  made  the  vessels 
from  the  solid  and  liquid  food,  and  is  expended  out  of 
the  vessels  in  all  secretions  and  excretions. 

10.  Fat  is  brought  into  the  blood  ready  made,  either 
from  the  food,  or  from  the  cellular  tissue.  It  is  expend- 
ed in  and  out  of  the  vessels,  in  the  vessels  it  is  decom- 
posed by  oxygen,  and  out  of  the  vessels  after  having 
transuded,  it  is  partly  converted  into  the  fat  of  the  ner- 
vous system,  and  partly  deposited  in  the  cellular  tissue. 
It  follows  as  a  consequence  : 

1.  That  albumen  depends  on  food ;  if  no  food  is 
taken,  no  albumen  is  formed.* 

2.  The  expenditure  of  albumen  is  not  prevented  en- 
tirely even  if  its  transudation  through  the  coats  of  the 
vessels  be  prevented,  being  inservient  in  the  vessels  to 
the  formation  of  fibrin  and  red  particles. 

3.  Even  if  no  food  is  taken,  fibrin  can  be  formed 


*  That  is  only  in  the  normal  circumstances.  But,  there  are 
agents,  by  which  the  fibrin  of  the  blood  is  transformed  into  albumen, 
as  it  is  found  in  those  who  are  killed  by  lightning. 
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in  its  normal  quantity  of  the  albumen  which  exists  in 
the  vessels. 

4.  That  fibrin  being  only  for  the  purpose  of  the 
formation  of  tissues,  is  only  expended  after  having  tran- 
suded through  the  coats  of  the  capillaries  into  the  pa- 
renchyma. But  without  transudation  no  expenditure  of 
fibrin  takes  place. 

5.  The  formation  of  red  particles,  being  effected  of 
albumen  and  iron  existing  in  the  vessels,  is  to  a  certain 
degree  independent  of  food ;  even  if  no  food  is  taken 
red  particles  can  be  formed  as  long  as  albumen  and 
iron  exist  in  the  vessels. 

6.  Red  particles,  being  consumed  by  friction  with 
the  walls  of  the  capillaries,  are  expended  the  more,  the 
greater  the  resistance  of  those  walls  is,  and  the  oftener 
the  red  particles  are  pressed  through  the  small  capillaries. 

7.  Water  being  principally  carried  into  the  blood 
from  the  food  and  potion  which  are  taken,  depends  on 
the  food  and  potion  ;  if  no  food  neither  fluids  are  taken, 
very  little  water  can  be  supplied;  for  the  water  which 
is  produced  by  combustion  of  organic  matters,  is  in  ge- 
neral too  small  as  to  be  taken  in  consideration. 

8.  The  expenditure  of  water  is  not  dependent  on  its 
exudation  alone ;  as  a  large  quantity  is  also  transformed 
in  vapours. 

9.  Chloride  of  natrium  being  also  carried  into  the 
vessels  from  the  food,  depends  on  that,  if  no  food  is 
taken,  no  chloride  of  natrium  is  supplied. 

10.  The  expenditure  of  chloride  of  natrium  depends 
on  its  transudation;  if  none  transuded,  none  can  be  ex- 
pended. 

11.  The  fatty  matters  of  the  blood  depend  not  en- 
tirely on  the  food,  as  they  are  also  carried  ipto  the  blood 
from  the  cellular  tissue. 

12.  The  expenditure  of  fa  tty  matters  do  not  depend 
on  exudation  alone,  being  consumed  in  the  vessels  too, 
by  oxygen. 

We  see  in  the  above  that  the  supplies  and  the  expen- 
diture of  the  parts,  the  blood  is  composed  of,  are  not 
dependent  on  the  same  circumstances.  The  supplies  of 
water  albumen  and  chloride  of  natrium  depend  entirely 
on  food,  which  is  not  the  case  with  fatty  matters ;  and 
entirely  independent  of  food  are  fibrin  and  red  particles, 
which  differ  also  in  regard  to  the  materials,  required  to 
their  formation;  fibrin  needs  only  the  presence  of  albu- 
men in  the  blood,  which  during  life  is  never  wanted ; 
but  red  particles  require  also  the  presence  of  iron,  which 
is  often  very  much  diminished. 

The  expenditure  of  fibrin  and  chloride  of  natrium 
depend  on  their  exudation,  if  none  transuded  none  can 
be  expended  ;  but  the  expenditure  of  albumen,  fat  and 
water  is  not  entirely  dependent  on  their  transudation  ; 
being  partly  depended  in  the  vessels:  even  if  none  tran- 
suded, their  expenditure  is  not  interrupted,  only  dimi- 
nished. 

The  expenditure  of  red  particles  is  entirely  indepen- 
dent of  transudation,  but  it  depends  on  the  activity  of 


the  agents  of  circulation,  and  on  tiie  resistance  i  f  the 
walls  of  the  capillaries. 

If  the  supplies  of  one  or  more  parts  of  the  blood 
exceed  their  expenses,  and  the  supplies  of  the  other 
parts  are  equal  to  their  expenses,  the  proportion  of  the 
former  must  increase ;  and  on  the  contrary,  it  follows, 

1.  That  if  no  food  is  taken,  while  all  other  cir- 
cumstances are  normal,  the  general  quantity  of  albu- 
men, water  and  chloride  of  natrium  decrease,  but 
not  the  general  quantity  of  fibrin  and  red  particles,  as 
being  independent  of  food.  In  such  circumstances  the 
proportion  of  fibrin  and  red  particles  must  increase. 

2.  If  the  exudation  of  blood  is  prevented,  while  food 
and  water  are  taken  in  normal  quantity,  and  all  other 
circumstances  are  normal,  the  quantity  of  fibrin,  chlo- 
ride of  natrium,  albumen  and  water  must  increase,  as 
these  substances  are  supplied  and  not  carried  off;  fibrin 
and  chloride,  of  natrium  increase  more  than  albumen  and 
water,  which  are  partly  expended  in  the  vessels;  but 
the  quantity  of  red  particles  do  not  gain  anything  by  the 
interruption  of  exudations,  as  they  are  always  expended 
in  the  vessels.  If  consequently  food  and  water  are  taken 
in  normal  quantity  and  exudation  is  interrupted,  the  pro- 
portion of  fibrin  and  chloride  of  natrium  must  increase 
over  that  of  albumen  and  water,  which  increases  too 
over  that  of  red  particles. 

3.  If  no  food  nor  water  is  taken,  while  the  exu- 
dation is  prevented,  those  substances  increase  most,  which 
are  independent  of  food,  and  only  expended  after  having 
exuded,  which  is  the  case  with  the  only  fibrin ;  chloride 
of  natrium  though  not  being  expended  does  not  increase, 
as  it  is  not  supplied,  albumen  must  decrease,  being  ex- 
pended some  in  the  vessels,  and  not  supplied,  water  de- 
creases more,  as  a  large  quantity  of  it  is  expended  in  the 
vessels  by  evaporation,  and  nothing  is  supplied  ;  the  red 
particles,  whose  supplies  are  independent  of  food,  and 
whose  expenditure  is  independent  of  transudation  re- 
main in  their  normal  quantity. 

4.  But  if  either  the  circulation  of  blood  is  carried  on 
with  more  activity,  or  the  resistance  of  the  vessels  is  in- 
creased, while  all  other  circumstances  are  in  normal  state, 
the  quantity  of  red  particles  must  decrease  ;  and  on  the 
opposite,  if  the  circulation  is  carried  on  with  less  energy, 
or  the  resistance  of  the  capillaries  is  diminished,  while 
all  other  circumstances  are  normal,  the  quantity  of  red 
particles  must  increase. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Extract  from  Dr.  A.  L.  Kennedy's  Letter  on 
Practical  Chemistry. 

PHILADELPHIA   SCHOOL  OF  CHEMISTRY. 

The  plan  you  have  pursued  at  this  school  differs 
from  that  of  either  of  the  institutions  above  mentioned. 
The  laboratory,  being  arranged  with  tables  after  the  man- 
ner of  a  dissecting  room  ;  with  a  table  opposite  to  each 
window,  the  piers  containing  the  tests,  reagents,  and 
smaller  vessels  of  glass,  allotted  to  each  table  respec- 
tively. Here  the  course  of  instruction  lasts  two  months, 
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thrice  a  week,  and  is  given  in  the  evening.  Four  dis- 
tinct classes  may  therefore  pursue  the  study  during  the 
winter  session  of  the  colleges.  You  have  considered  the 
non- metallic  elements,  and  all  the  organic  and  inorganic 
acids  and  bases  interesting  to  the  physician — a  promi- 
nence having  been  given  to  the  study  of  poisons  and  of 
the.  falsification  of  medicines.  The  instruction  of  the 
evening  being  commenced  with  a  lecture  of  an  hour,  in 
which  the  experiments  are  performed  by  the  lecturer  in 
the  immediate  presence  of  the  class;  at  the  close  of  the 
lecture  each  section  of  five  repairs  to  its  appropriate 
table,  where  with  apparatus  at  hand,  each  of  the  mem- 
bers repeats,  and  varies  at  pleasure,  the  experiments  he 
has  just  witnessed.  From  three  fourths  of  an  hour  to 
an  hour  and  a-half  have  usually  been  spent  in  this  exer- 
cise, the  lecturer  being  referred  to  if  a  difficulty  present, 
and  the  students  retiring  when  they  become  satisfied  of 
their  proficiency.  In  this  medical  qualitative  analysis, 
your  progress  has  been  tested  once  or  twice  a  week  by 
means  of  unlabelled  bottles,  containing  the  substances 
which  have  been  considered  during  the  preceding  lec- 
tures, and  which  you  have  determined  by  the  use  of 
reagents  already  known.  The  number  of  these  unla- 
belled bottles,  accumulating  each  week  at  length  reaches 
to  fifty  or  more,  which  you  have  been  enabled  readily  to 
discover  and  name  by  the  knowledge  of  testing  you 
have  acquired. 

A  comparison  instituted  between  the  methods  pur- 
sued at  Edinburgh  and  at  Philadelphia,  shows  that 
while  at  the  former,  three  months  are  devoted  to  the 
study,  at  the  latter  two  months  are  so  employed  ;  but 
as  the  duration  of  each  lesson  at  the  latter  is  double 
that  at  the  former,  the  entire  time  spent  at  Edinburgh 
is  to  the  entire  period  at  Philadelphia  as  3  is  to  4.  Now 
if,  as  would  appear  from  the  nature  of  the  courses,  the 
number  of  subjects  considered  at  the  latter  is  twice  that 
of  the  former,  the  advantage  is  decidedly  with  the 
American  institution. 

The  advantages  of  Laboratory  instruction  to  the 
medical  student  are  in  Europe  practically  recognized, 
and  are  made  a  requisite  to  graduation,  and  the  time 
has  unquestionably  arrived  when  a  working  laboratory 
should  be  found  by  the  side  of  the  dissecting  rooms, 
connected  with  every  medical  college. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  reform  has  already 
commenced,  and  that  in  the  comparatively  brief  period 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  organization  of  this  school, 
a  medical  college  in  a  sister  city,*  awake  to  the  vital  im- 
portance of  the  measure,  has  added  a  working  labora- 
tory for  practitioners  and  students,  to  the  former  means 
of  instruction.  The  popularity  of  this  step  has,  as  was 
predicted,  been  thus  early  shown  in  the  increased  inte- 
rest manifested  in  the  study  of  this  difficult  branch. 

One  experiment  personally  and  critically  performed, 
frequently  illustrates  not  only  an  entire  class  of  reactions, 
but  also  a  complex  theory,  the  comprehension  of  which 
has  been  long  and  tediously  delayed.    The  first  obsta- 
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cles  scaled,  the  student  views  more  clearly,  the  next 
before  him,  and  flushed  with  recent  victory,  presses  for- 
ward with  redoubled  zeal  and  energy  to  new  conquests. 

Finally.  Your  correspondent,  after  a  careful  and  im- 
partial comparison  of  European  colleges  with  our  own, 
knows  no  requisite  to  graduation,  (save  hospital  attend- 
ance,) in  which  we  are  so  deficient  as  in  that  of  Chem- 
istry. How  much  of  that  deficiency  has  arisen  from  a 
Avant  of  practical  skill  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
held  the  position  of  chemical  professors,  it  would  be  out 
of  place  here  to  inquire.  Unfortunately,  the  general 
ignorance  of  this  science  in  other  walks  of  life,  creates 
a  more  absolute  reliance  upon  the  physician,  and  com- 
pels a  more  frequent  reference  to  him.  Verily,  in  no 
other  enlightened  land,  is  so  much  required  of  the  prac- 
titioner, as  in  ours.  Especially  in  rural  districts,  is  his 
head  supposed  to  be  a  treasury  of  all  knowledge,  and 
many  and  yaried  are  the  drafts  upon  him — be  it  in  the 
examination  of  a  pustule  or  a  mineral — in  tasting  a  por- 
ridge, or  testing  a  medicinal  spring — in  a  case  of  labor, 
or  one  of  suspected  poisoning.  Should  he  not  honor  his 
clients  drafts  at  sight,  alas,  for  the  reputation  of  our  vil- 
lage Doctor ! 

Jealousy  of  innovation,  which,  properly  maintained, 
is  the  safeguard  of  medical  teaching,  as  it  is  of  medical 
practice,  will  demand  much  proof  before  any  change  is 
determined  on.  This  we  must  always  be  prepared  to 
furnish.  Jealousy  of  dictation  which  is  characteristic  of 
our  people,  actuates  also  our  profession,  and  however 
earnestly  the  introducer  of  any  salutary  measure,  may 
advocate  it,  unless  the  mass  which  surround  him  and  who 
have  witnessed  his  success,  second  his  appeal,  it  falls 
unheeded  on  the  public  ear.  To  you,  then,  who  have 
enjoyed  and  acknowledged  the  value  of  laboratory 
practice,  will  the  profession  look  for  testimony  in  its 
favor. 

Let  us  then  continue  earnestly  and  respectfully  to 
call  the  attention  of  professors,  laity  and  students,  to 
the  exalted  position  which  Chemistry  occupies  among 
her  sister  sciences,  and  to  the  imperative  necessity  of 
studying  it  both  theoretically  and  practically,  if  one 
would  grasp  and  retain  its  great  teachings.  In  things 
commercial,  American  earnest  energy  is  universally  ac- 
knowledged ;  but  the  sneering  expression  is  still  not  un- 
frequently  heard  on  the  continent  of  Europe  L'Amerique 
n'est  pas  grand  chose  en  rapport  avec  la  science.  Let  us 
prove  this  destitute  of  even  seeming  foundation,  by  the 
most  thorough  cultivation  of  that,  which  is  emphatically 
the  leading  science  of  the  nineteenth  century. 


The  Epidemic  Puerperal  Fever  of  Mount.  Solon  and 
Vicinity. 

BY  C.  R.  HARRIS,  M.  D.,  AUGUSTA  CO.,  VA. 

This  frightful  disease  prevailed  in  this  portion  of  our 
country  in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1850  and  1851,  and  the 
following  spring  and  summer,  embracing  in  its  ravages 
a  scope  of  country  some  12  miles  in  length  and  5  in 
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width.  More  than  three-fourths  of  those  delivered  were 
attacked. 

During  its  prevalence  there  -were  46  deliveries,  of 
whom  36  were  attacked  with  the  disease ;  of  those  who 
labored  under  it,  1  died  and  29  recovered. 

Generally  the  cases  were  violent  in  their  mode  of 
attack  and  rapid  in  their  course,  terminating  in  death  in 
5  or  6  days  after  the  first  invading  symptoms,  unless 
arrested  by  prompt,  bold  and  energetic  treatment  early 
after  the  attack,  say  between  12  and  30  hours. 

Owing  to  the  prejudices,  too  universally  prevalent 
in  a  country  practice,  to  post  mortem  examinations, 
only  one  opportunity  presented  during  the  epidemic. 

.Autopsy  12  hours  after  death.  Uterus  healthy  in 
appearance,  and  on  application  of  scalpel  into  its  struc- 
ture, universal  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum,  with  its 
usual  products,  serums  albumen  and  pus.  The  left  ova- 
rium softened,  and,  with  the  corresponding  broad  liga- 
ment, completely  disorganized. 

In  a  majority  of  the  cases,  the  first  symptom  of 
pain  was  felt  in  the  left  iliac  fossa,  and  from  thence  it 
traversed  the  course  of  the  corresponding  uterine  liga- 
ment, until  the  whole  peritoneal  membrane,  from  the 
cardia  to  the  rectum,  would  be  implicated. 

The  disease,  in  the  larger  portion  of  the  cases,  was 
ushered  in  by  a  severe  rigor,  as  the  first  symptom  which 
would  attract  the  attention  of  the  patient  or  her  friends  ; 
too  frequently,  however,-  it  was  more  insidious  in  its  ap- 
proach, without  the  rigors  in  its  very  onset — it  fre- 
quently occurring  that  there  were  no  rigors  until  the 
disease  had  advanced  to  near  its  fatal  termination,  say 
the  4th  or  5th  day  after  its  commencement.  After  this 
occurrence  the  patients  sunk  rapidly  with  symptoms  of 
hectic  fever,  the  result,  in  my  humble  opinion,  of  pus 
production.  In  this  description  of  cases  the  usual  reme- 
dies were  of  no  benefit,  but  had  rather  a  tendency,  to 
some  extent,  to  hasten  the  fatal  termination. 

We  know  that  most  writers  on  this  disease  have 
classed  the  rigors  or  chill  as  the  first  prominent  invading 
symptom  in  the  chain  of  diseased  action,  but  I  am 
forced  to  a  different  conclusion  with  my  experience  in 
the  epidemic. 

Is  the  disease  contagious?  or  caq  it  be  communicat- 
ed by  the  physician  to  a  patient  in  accouchement  ?  My 
experier.ee  fully  justifies  me  in  taking  the  negative  side 
of  the  question.  Of  the  nine  cases  which  escaped  the 
disease,  eight  were  attended  by  the  writer  during  par- 
turition, and  whilst  in  regular  attendance  upon  those 
suffering  from  the  epidemic.  Several  of  those  attacked, 
too,  were  delivered  by  midwives  who  had  never  waited 
on  a  patient,  either  during  labor  or  afterwards,  who 
had  suffered  from  the  disease  in  question. 

Treatment — The  treatment  brought  to  bear  was  that 
in  inflammation  of  serous  membranes  generally.  Bold 
vs.,  mercury,  tartarized  antimony  and  opium,  in  combi- 
nation with  warm,  soothing  fomentations,  as  flannels 
wrung  out  of  hot  water  or  dipped  in  warm.  Oleum 
terebinthinae  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  abdomen. 


In  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  distinguished 
Gordon,  and  more  recently  our  own  able  and  distinguish- 
ed Meigs,  and  others,  I  found  venesection  the  sheet 
anchor,  if  timely  brought  to  bear  on  the  inflammation, 
but  if  procrastinated  beyond  a  certain  period,  it  is,  with 
all  other  valuable  agents,  of  no  earthly  benefit.  The 
following  table  will  fully  sustain  this  declaration  : 

19  were  bled  between  6  and  12  hours  after  the 
attack;  of  whom  1  died  and  18  recovered. 

8  were  bled  between  12  and  2  1  hours  after  the 
attack ;  of  whom  2  died  and  6  recovered. 

9  were  bled  between  24  and  36  hours  after  the 
attack ;  of  whom  4  died  and  5  recovered. 

There  were  three  cases  which  occurred  before  the 
epidemic  was  suspected  to  exist  in  our  district,  which, 
if  added  to  the  number  reported,  would  make  in  all 
thirty-nine  cases ;  but  as  they  were  seen  by  me  too  late 
to  premise  any  treatment  farther  than  palliatives,  I 
have  not  detailed  them  in  the  list.  Of  course  all  termi- 
nated fatally.  One  of  the  three  was  moribund  when  I 
reached  her  ;  in  the  other  two  the  inflammation  had 
done  its  work,  and  with  the  symptoms  of  approaching 
dissolution,  death  rapidly  closed  the  affecting  scene. 

The  cases  alluded  to  were  under  the  charge  of  mid- 
wives,  who  flattered  them  (from  an  ignorance  of  diagno- 
sis) that  they  had  milk  fever,  or  "  it's  nothing  but  the 
weed,"  whilst  the  attendant  symptoms  were  the  result 
of  after  pains,  which  were  common  to  nearly  all  patients 
in  child-bed.  I  shall  detail  as  briefly  as  I  can  the  fol- 
lowing case,  with  its  symptoms,  treatment  and  termina- 
tion, as  a  fair  specimen  of  those  seen  and  treated,  and 
who  recovered. 

Mrs.  ,  set.  28  years,  of  rather  a  delicate  and 

nervous  temperament,  delivered  of  her  4th  child,  April 
2nd,  1S51 — had  a  tolerable  natural  and  easy  labor. 
She  seemed  as  well  as  usual  until  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  when  she  was  attacked  with  a  violent  chill,  which 
lasted  near  two  hours,  witli  an  excruciating  pain,  which 
followed  the  rigor,  first  felt  in  the  left  iliac  fossa,  soon 
extending  over  the  entire  abdomen,  with  frequent  mic- 
turition. Reached  her  at  1  P.  M. — pulse  152,  hurried 
respiration,  high  fever,  intense  headache,  occasional  deli- 
rium, tenderness  of  the  whole  abdominal  surface,  which 
was  greatly  distended  and  tympanitic,  with  suppressed 
lochia.  Accidentally  meeting  with  my  friend,  Dr.  R. 
H.  Robertson,  I  invited  him  to  see  the  case  with  me. 
Treatment. — vs.  49  I,  in  semi-recumbent  posture.  As 
bowels  had  not  been  operated  on  since  her  delivery,  we 

j  ordered  cal.  grs.  8,  opi.  gr.  ss.,  tart,  emetic  gr.  J,  every 

;  2  hours,  until  3  doses  were  prescribed  :  flannels  wrung 
out  of  hot  ascetic  acid  were  assiduously  applied  all  the 
time.  At  7  o'clock,  bowels  freely  purged  twice.  Visited 
her  at  8  o'clock  in  company  with  Dr.  Robertson — pulse 
93,  with  very  little  pain  since  the  vs. ;  skin  rather  moist, 
with  but  little  heat,  breathing  greatly  improved,  abdo- 

i  men  more  flaccid,  with  diminished  tenderness  on  pres- 
sure— left  her  at  9  o'clock.    Called  at  11  o'clock  with 

!  Dr.  Robertson  ;  found  her  worse — pulse  132  and  corded, 
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pain  returned,  fever  and  heat  of  surface  greatly  increas- 
ing, skin  hot  and  dry,  with  hurried  respiration  ;  great 
inability  to  move.  Treat. — vs.  40  3,  which  again  re- 
duced the  pulse  in  force  and  frequency  to  94.  Calomel, 
opium  and  tart,  antimony  prescribed  every  two  hours, 
aided  by  enemata  of  oleum  terebinthinae  and  melted 
lard.  Visited  her  at  10  A.  M.  on  the  6th — pulse  80  ; 
powders  had  operated  twice  since  we  left  her ;  breath- 
ing natural,  very  little  tenderness  and  no  distension  of 
the  bowels  ;  patient  expressed  herself  much  better — 
desired  to  discontinue  prescription,  as  the  powders 
sicken  her  greatly  —  powders  discontinued  —  ordered 
toast  or  barley  water,  as  she  desires  some  nourishment 
and  complains  of  great  debility.  \ 

Saw  her  in  company  with  Dr.  Robertson  at  1  A.  M. 
on  the  7th.  Patient  well.  Ordered  weak  chicken  broth. 
On  the  10th  she  was  able  to  sit  up  in  bed  and  nurse 
her  child  at  the  breast. 

In  the  course  of  14  hours  this  patient  lost  in  all 
89  3  of  blood  by  vs.  which  saved  her  life.  With  a  much 
less  quantity  I  humbly  conceive  I  could  not  have  ar- 
rested inflammation,  which  would  rapidly  have  precipi- 
tated her  beyond  a  point  from  which  there  is  no  re- 
covery. 

The  tart,  antimony  was  a  valuable  adjunct  in  the 
treatment,  and  as  it  is  a  remedy  seldom,  if  ever,  men- 
tioned by  writers  on  the  treatment  of  puerperal  fever,  I 
cannot  too  highly  recommend  its  use  (where  the  patient 
can  tolerate  it)  to  the  medical  fraternity — especially  in 
a  country  practice,  where  it  is  too  often  the  case  in  this 
frightful  disease  that  the  physician  is  unable  to  visit  his 
patients  as  often  as  he  should  do.  It  is,  in  my  experi- 
ence, a  precious  sedative.  It  controls  the  circulation, 
curbs  the  heart's  action,  and  prevents  to  a  great  extent 
reaction  after  depletion — a  result  to  be  dreaded,  owing 
to  the  danger  of  rekindling  the  inflammation,  which, 
though  seemingly  arrested,  may  again  seize  upon  the 
organs  implicated,  and  consume  the  patient  during  the 
absence  of  the  physician,  or  at  least  place  her  beyond 
the  control  of  medical  aid.  The  profession  are  divided 
in  regard  to  free  purging  in  this  disease.  I  cannot  ad- 
vise the  use  of  drastics,  but  my  testimnoy  fully  justifies 
the  necessity  of  keeping  the  bowels  clear  during  the 
high  inflammation.  Stimulating  enemata  of  oleum  tere- 
binthinse  and  olive  or  castor  oil  I  found  of  great  service, 
by  arousing  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  bowels,  and 
aiding  the  patients  to  discharge  large  quantities  of  fetid 
gas,  greatly  to  their  relief  and  comfort.  All  writers 
fully  agree  that  this  is  a  troublesome  attendant. 

I  have  endeavored  to  be  brief.  The  disease  in  ques- 
tion is  one  of  fearful  import.  I  had  no  idea  of  consum- 
ing so  much  space  in  the  Stethoscope  when  I  com- 
menced, but  I  hope  that  its  importance  will  afford  me 
some  apology  for  the  length  of  this  hastily  written  and 
imperfect  communication. 

I  envy  not  the  practitioner  who  has  to  contend  with 
it.   Should  he  meet  with  the  epidemic  in  a  region  of 


country  where  midwives  are  usually  called  upon,  he 

must  expect  to  sec  his  patients  (if  called  in  at  all)  too 
late  to  save  them.  The  battle  must  be  fought  from 
within  six  to  twenty-four  hours,  and,  in  a  majority  of 
cases,  if  he  does  not  see  the  patient  sooner  than  twenty- 
four  or  thirty  hours  after  the  attack,  he  must  content 
himself  with  occupying  the  position  of  an  irresponsible 
looker  on,  whilst  the  friends  of  the  patient  can  console 
themselves  with  the  reflection  that  she  died  fashionably, 

"  as  Dr.  saw  her,  and  all  was  done  that  could  be 

done." 

It  is  the  plain  duty  incumbent  on  every  medical  man 
to  sound  the  "  tocsin  of  alarm,"  and  let  his  community 
know  the  potency  of  the  disease.  It  is  due  to  himself, 
to  science,  and  the  district,  town,  or  city  in  which  he 
may  reside,  to  impress  them  with  the  fact,  that,  if  cura- 
ble, it  is  only  so  in  its  first  and  earliest  stages. 

Stethoscope. 


What  Foreigners  think  of  ns. 

Among  the  various  reasons  urged  in  favor  of  chang- 
ing the  constitution  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, that  most  weighty  with  many  was  the  fact  that  its 
"  Transactions  "  had  been  condemned  by  certain  foreign 
reviewers.  Without  inquiring  whether  any  change 
would  be  likely  to  render  the  "Transactions"  more 
acceptable  to  those  transatlantic  critics,  we  beg  simply 
to  state  our  reasons  for  believing  that  such  opinions 
should  have  no  weight  whatever,  nor  influence  in  the 
slightest  degree  the  action  of  the  American  Medical 
Profession. 

The  first  of  these  reasons  is,  that  European  doctrines 
received  and  adopted  too  exclusively,  have  hitherto  been 
the  bane  of  the  profession  in  this  country.  Without  em- 
bracing under  this  head  homoeopathy,  hydropathy,  and 
other  doctrines  which  the  profession  is  unanimous  in 
stigmatizing  as  quackery,  and  which  have  been  import- 
ed and  supported  by  foreign  influence,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  practice  of  excessive  medication,  more  destructive 
by  far  to  our  true  interests  than  both  the  former,  has 
sprung  from  the  same  source.  The  doctrine  of  univer- 
sal purgation  promulgated  by  Hamilton,  practiced  by 
Abernethy,  with  his  blue  pill  and  black  draught,  (infu- 
sion of  senna,)  carried  out  as  it  has  been  in  this  country 
in  the  indiscriminate  use  of  calomel,  jalap,  colocynth, 
rhubarb,  salts,  etc.  etc.  etc.  simple,  combined,  or  in 
tinctures,  elixirs,  Gregory's  and  other  pills,  either  ma- 
nufactured by  horse  or  steam  power  or  by  hand,  as  the 
"  thunder  and  lightning  pills  "  of  "  heroic  "  practitioner.-, 
and  applied  to  the  diseases  of  men  and  women,  children 
and  the  aged,  fevers,  inflammations,  dropsies  and  con- 
sumptions, diarrhoeas  and  constipation,  malarious  and 
nervous  and  all  other  diseases,  is  but  one  sample  of  the 
effects  of  foreign  influence. 

Brousaisism,  a  pathology  retrograde  beyond  that  of 
Hippocn'tes,  and  resulting  in  a  practice  totally  inert, 
was  of  the  same  source. 
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The  numerous  hobby  horses  ridden  with  more  or  [ 
less  eclat  by  physicians  in  varions  parts  of  the  land, 
such  as  spinal  irritation,  irritation  of  the  os  uteri,  pessa- 
ries, etc.  are  minor  specimens  from  the  same  source. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  these  have  passed  away  and 
a  truer  philosophy  of  medicine  taken  their  place. 

The  anatomical  school,  which  is  essentially  that  reign-  | 
ing  at  the  present  time,  rich  as  it  is  in  the  details  of  | 
morbid  structure,  and  essential  as  its  facts  are  to  science, 
is  vet  essentially  wanting  in  truth  and  comprehensive- 
ness as  a  system.  Its  deductions,  in  a  practical  sense, 
are  erroneous;  it  is  impossible,  it  should  be  otherwise. 
It  has  been  correctly  characterized  as  a  "  meditation 
upon  death." 

All  Louis'  boasted  researches  on  phthisis  did  not 
enable  him  to  do  more  than  pronounce  the  disease  in- 
curable, and  are  even  less  serviceable  than  the  discovery 
of  the  use  of  cod  liver  oil.  The  same  might  be  said  of 
his  work  on  Typhus. 

One  branch  of  the  anatomical  school  is  that  devoted 
more  especially  to  microscopic  investigations,  and  while 
we  hail  with  a  just  pleasure  the  facts  thus  recorded,  we 
should  be  cautious  not  to  regard  it  as  more  than  a  sub- 
ordinate means  of  advancing  medical  science.  What 
single  practical  deduction  has  it  yet  afforded  ? 

Animal  chemistry  is  the  most  recent  development  of 
this  school.    Its  practical  results  have  been  nothing  i 
better  than  those  of  the  strictly  anatomical  studies.  Like  ! 
them  it  has  corrected  errors,  revealed  some  facts,  but  is  ] 
essentially  impotent  to  form  a  basis  of  medical  practice.  I 

These  form,  in  their  various  details  and  ramifications,  I 
the  science  and  the  literature  of  modern  medicine. 
Whatever  conforms  to  it  will  be  praised  by  foreign  re- 
viewers, whatever  dissents.from  it  will  be  condemned. 
They  cannot  conceive  of  a  medical  doctrine  and  philoso- 
phy different  from  their  own — higher  and  truer.  Such 
there  must  be — such,  indeed,  there  is  to  some  extent  at 
present. 

Wh  n  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  present  day,  the 
chemisti  v  of  the  solids  and  fluids,  the  cells  and  nuclei, 
shall  have  assumed,  as  they  must,  the  position  of  sub- 
ordinate parts  in  medical  science,  the  use  of  ergot  in 
obstetrics,  of  anaesthetics  in  Dain  and  spasm,  both  Ame-  I 
rican  discoveries,  will  remain  as  final  results — triumphs 
of  the  science.  They  were  attained  by  the  onlv  true 
system — experiment  on  the  living  human  body. 

There  is  a  practice  already  gaining  ground,  estab- 
lished, indeed,  to  a  great  extent,  particularly  in  the 
Western  States,  taking  the  place  of  the  purgative,  bleed- 
ing, starving  system, — which,  as  a  system,  is  American 
and,  unprotected  by  any  great  name,  is  due  to  the  gene- 
ral sense  and  observation  of  the  profession.  It  consists 
in  the  administration  of  full  dofces  of  opium  with  qui- 
nine and  diaphoretics  in  the  first  stage  of  most  acute  in- 
flammations, fevers  and  injuries  likely  to  be  followed  by 
inflammation. 

Those  who  were  so  much  surprised  at  the  results  of 
the  late  United  States  census  in  regard  to  the  ratio  of 


mortality  in  different  States,  should  not  neglect  this 
point.  It  is  the  influence  of  medical  practice  which 
makes  the  difference. 

We  are  to  seek  then  a  higher  and  truer  philosophy 
of  medicine  than  the  present.  Distrusting  the  daily 
discoveries  of  the  microscope  and  morbid  anatomy  as 
bases  of  practice,  we  are  to  extend  our  views  over  a 
wider  space  of  time,  and  regard  man  from  a  higher  and 
more  universal  point  of  view. 

This  system  of  true  medical  philosophv,  where  is  it 
more  likely  to  find  development  than  in  America? 
Why  not  look  to  nature  and  the  unbiassed  observation 
of  American  physicians  rather  than  to  the  past,  and  a 
few  forfign  professors  and  editors  for  advancement? 

Have  not  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  our  social 
and  political  systems,  been  condemned  by  "European 
reviewers"  because  they  differed  from  their  own.  but 
were  more  true.  They  have  developed  themselves  ra- 
pidly and  surely,  notwithstanding  all  the  sneers  cast 
upon  them.  So  will  it  be  with  medical  science  when 
physicians  come  together  to  exchange  views  on  ques- 
tions of  science  and  practice,  instead  of  discussing  per- 
sonal interests,  the  interests  of  sects  and  of  schools,  

when  they  no  longer  look  to  what  ■  they  say  of  us  "  in 
Europe. 

To  the  West  more  especially  do  we  look  for  that 
movement  which  shall-  tend  to  a  national  medical  cha- 
racter. Held  subservient,  as  it  has  heretofore  been,  to 
the  East,  as  the  East  to  Europe,  for  its  books  and  doc- 
trines, there  are  recent  symptoms  that  it  will  soon  have 
opinions  of  its  own.  Dr.  Dowler  has  shown  what  might 
be-done  in  slaying  European  monsters,  by  one  possessed 
of  the  independence  to  think  and  the  freedom  of  acting 
without  the  fear  of  foreign  or  American  reviewers  be- 
fore his  eyes.  Let  us  hope  that  his  example  will  not 
be  lost;  that  individually  and  collectively  the  profession 
will  march  forward  to  the  discovery  of  those  new  parts 
of  the  science  upon  which  its  future  rank  essentially 

depends.  V.  W.  Medical  Jcurnal. 


Extract  from    Professor    Lee's   Valedictory  at 
Geneva  Medical  Co!Iese. 

In  contrast  with  scientific  medicine,  how  odious  and 
detestable  is  Empiricism.  Bold  and  impudent  in  its  pre- 
tensions, reckless  in  its  statements,  unblushing  in  its  ef- 
frontery, it  sets  common  sense  at  defiance,  and  glorifies 
itself  at  the  expense  of  truth  and  honesty.  Violating  all 
rules  of  logic,  despising  the  only  positive  methods  of 
acquiring  knowledge,  disregarding  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
learned,  and  all  the  experience  of  the  past,  it  plumes  it- 
self on  its  intuitive  perception  of  truth,  and  its  freedom 
from  the  jargon  and  formulas  of  Schools  and  Colleges. 
In  its  judgment,  a  seventh  son  inherits  more  knowledge 
and  skill  than  is  to  be  found  in  all  the  universities  and 
it  finds  in  a  clairvoyant  more  insight  into  the  nature 
seat,  and  proper  treatment  of  disease,  than  in  the  best 
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informed  physicians  ;  while  it  looks  upon  a  spirit-rap- 
ping medium,  as  a  celestial  express,  a  spiritual  telegraph, 
between  the  invisible  and  visible  worlds !  It  is  proud, 
boastful,  vain,  and  bigoted  ;  the  enemy  of  truth,  the  fos- 
ter-mother of  ignorance  and  superstition ;  esteeming 
Homoeopathy,  Hydropathv  and  Mesmerism,  as  new  re- 
velations, and  their  practitioners  a  band  of  disinterested 
philanthropists,  blessed  with  superior  wisdom  and  men- 
tal acumen  and  purified  from  all  the  dross  of  our  poor 
humanity.  It  looks  with  contempt  upon  all  book-learn- 
ing, believing  that  study  only  tends  to  confuse  the  mind, 
pain  the  head,  and  stupify  the  intellect;  that  knowledge 
comes  by  instinct ;  that  a  natural  bone-setter  is  the 
only  one  to  be  trusted  ;  and  it  finds  its  strongest  proof 
of  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness,  in  the  creation  f)f  Cay- 
enne pepper,  Lobelia,  and  Bayberry  !  Such  is  Empiri- 
cism, with  which  our  country  is  rife,  and  which  our  state, 
in  common  with  many  others,  thinks  proper  to  license, 
spreading  ruin  and  devastation  on  every  hand  ;  and 
which  you  will  encounter  at  every  step.  Even  those 
from  whom  you  might  expect  better  things,  will  often 
exhibit  a  strange  partiality  for  empirical  modes  of  prac- 
tice, and  notorious  quacks  ;  thus  offering  a  standing  pre- 
mium for  ignorance  and  knavery.  But  deal  gently  with 
all  such,  the  increasing  intelligence  of  the  age,  will  soon, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  put  all  these  delusions  to  flight ;  a  bet- 
ter knowledge  of  Physiology  and  the  laws  of  health  will 
dispel  these  errors.  In  the  mean  time,  display  your 
superiority  by  your  superior  skill  ;  let  your  intelligence, 
courteous  manners,  knowledge  of  your  profession,  kind- 
ness and  devotion  to  the  sick,  be  your  sole  recommen- 
dation, and  have  no  fear  as  to  the  result.  True  and 
modest  merit  will,  sooner  or  later,  win  its  way,  and  re- 
ceive its  reward  ;  while  false  pretension,  ignorance  and 
imposture,  will  speedily  find  their  proper  level.  I  know 
there  is  much  in  the  present  state  of  things  to  discou- 
rage the  prosecution  of  medical  science  and  damp  the 
ardor  of  its  faithful  cultivators  ;  for  that  which  is  neither 
properly  appreciated,  nor  rewarded  by  the  community, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  may  soon  cease  to  be  zealously  or  suc- 
cessfully cultivated.  And  so  it  would  be  with  medicine^ 
were  medical  men  solely  influenced  by  mercenary  mo- 
tives. Compared  with  the  other  professions,  it  must  be 
conceded  that  we  labor  under  a  great  disadvantage.  The 
qualifications  of  the  advocate  can  be  readily  estimated 
by  the  public,  and  he  soon  takes  the  rank  to  which  he 
is  entitled  ;  and  so  of  the  clergy.  But  the  evidences  on 
which  a  correct  estimate  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
physician  can  be  formed,  are  not,  ordinarily,  within  the 
reach  of  the  community  ;  and  hence,  boasting,  trick,  and 
dishonest  artifice,  are  often  more  successful  for  a  time 
than  real  merit  and  skill,  though  sooner  or  later  they 
are  sure  to  be  exposed.  The  reputation  of  a  physician, 
however,  when  once  established,  is  tolerably  secure : 
although  he  is  occasionally  liable  to  be  superceded  by 
some  foreign  or  domestic  empiric,  who  sails  under  the 
false  colors  of  some  new  sect  or  system.  When  will  the 
public  learn  that  medical  knowledge,  like  all  other,  is 


only  to  be  acquired  by  study  and  observation  ;  that  me- 
dical science  disdains  to  be  limited  by  theories  and  dog- 
mas ;  that  it  has  every  protection  against  fallacy,  that 
reason,  stimulated  by  the  love  of  truth  can  know  or  in- 
vent ;  that  "  it  recognizes  no  new  system  or  old  system, 
new  school  or  old  school,  but  repudiating  all  systems, 
gathers  truth  wherever  it  can  find  it,  welcoming  the 
light  from  every  quarter;  drawing  wisdom  from  the 
follies  of  sects,  and  the  errors  of  rivals,  and  continuing 
to  thrive  by  the  very  elements,  which  spring  from  the 
decay  of  other  systems,  just  as  the  eternal  oak  flourish- 
es and  grows  green  for  ever,  from  the  decomposition  of 
the  transient  v  egetation,  of  which  generations  are  spring- 
ing up  and  perishing  around  it. 

"  As  Northward  from  its  Nubian  Springs, 
The  Nile,  for  ever  new  and  old, 
Among  the  living  and  the  dead, 
Its  mighty  mystic  stream  has  loll'd. 
So  starting  from  its  fountain  head, 
Under  the  Lotus  leaves  of  Iscis, 
From  the  dead  demigods  of  old, 
Through  long  unbroken  lines  of  kings 
Its  course  the  sacred  art  has  held, 
Unchecked,  unchanged  by  man's  devices." 

Longfellow. 


Extract  from  an   Address  delivered  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Grimes,   of  Delphi, 

At  New  Albany,  May  20th,  1852,  before  the 
Indiana  Medical  Convention. 
"  Before  we  blame  with  asperity  the  wrong  bias  of 
a  portion  of  the  community  towards  medical  heresies 
and  quackery,  we,  of  the  profession,  ought  to  have  the 
consciousness  that  we  are  clearly  distinguishable  from 
the  whole  tribe  of  pretender,  by  our  superior  attain- 
ments, not  only  in  medicine,  but  in  general  literature 
and  science,  as  well  as  by  our  greater  readiness  of  re- 
source at  a  time  of  difficulty  and  danger  in  the  sick 
room.  The  mere  fact  of  our  holding  a  diploma  in 
Latin,  while  others  put  up  with  one  in  English,  and  of 
our  believing  in  one  doctrine,  while  they  are  clamorous 
in  favor  of  another,  will  give  us  no  claim  on  the  world 
for  higher  professional  rank,  and  greater  skill  in  prac- 
tice. We  must  rest  our  claims  on  something  more  sub- 
stantive and  appreciable  than  this.  We  may  dwell 
with  allowable  pride  on  the  antiquity,  and  learning,  and 
signal  philanthropy  of  the  great  family,  with  Hippo- 
crates at  its  head,  to  which  we  belong.  But  the  pride 
of  ancestry  becomes  ridiculous  if  it  is  not  sustained  by 
contemporary  merit.  To  be  received  in  the  great  bro- 
therhood and  decorated  with  the  order  of  merit,  we 
ought  to  be  able  to  show  that  we  underwent  early  pre- 
paration by  a  good  academic  or  collegiate  education  ; 
and  early  training  afterwards,  by  elementary  medical 
instruction,  in  the  office  of  an  experienced  physician, 
before  we  were  enrolled  and  became  regular  and  faith- 
ful attendants  in  a  Medical  School  of  repute  and  com- 
petent organization. 

"  Some,  perhaps  many  of  us,  will  confess,  with  re- 
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gret.  that  we  have  not  boon  able  to  comply  with  these 
requisites,  in  all  their  particulars.  But,  surely,  this 
does  not  imply  that  we  should  withhold  our  advice  and 
assistance,  in  order  to  remove  the  obstacles  from  the 
path  of  those  coming  after  us,  which  embarrassed  and 
impeded  our  own  course.  The  times  arc  more  propi- 
tious to  the  zealous  student  now  than  they  were  in  our 
early  days  ;  and.  consequently,  there  is  less  excuse  now 
than  then  for  neglect,  on  the  part  of  a  parent,  to  pro- 
cure for  his  son  a  good  preparatory  education,  and  on 
that  of  a  physician  to  impart  to  his  pupil  suitable  ele- 
mentary instruction  in  medicine.  Nor  need  any  of  us 
stand  excused  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  bis 
pupil,  if  he  received  any  such  in  office,  by  the  plea  of 
his  own  defective  attainments.  However  limited  may 
be  our  reading  and  knowledge  of  medical  literature,  we 
can  still  point  out  to  the  young  student  a  good- book  on 
each  of  the  different  branches  of  medicine  :  and  early 
familiarize  him  with  the  qualities  of  drugs,  and,  to  a 
certain  extent,  their  pharmaceutical  combinations — 
while  we  give  him  opportunities  of  ascertaining  their 
ther  mputical  value.  Though  ourselves  not  learned  in 
Climatology,  we  can,  without  difficulty  put  him  in  the 
way  of  observing  and  recording  the  characters  of  the 
successive  seasons,  and  the  modifications  caused  by  the 
particular  locality  in  which  we  reside.  Though  igno- 
rant of  Greek,  thanks  to  the  Sydenham  Society,  we 
can  put  into  his  hands  a  good  translation  of  the  admi- 
rable essay  of  Hippocrates  on  Air,  Water,  and  Places, 
and  read  with  our  student  the  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive volume  on  the  climate  of  our  own  great  valley,  by 
Dr.  Brake. 

"  So  in  Botany,  even  if  we  are  not  able  ourselves  to 
teach,  we  might,  without  much  difficulty,  set  an  ex- 
ample to  our  students  of  learning  its  elements,  and 
exhort  them  to  prosecute  their  inquiries  in  this  direc- 
tion, combining  with  them  the  study  of  vegetable  phy- 
siology. Continually  surrounded  by  the  productions  of 
nature,  the  country  student  has  stronger  incitements, 
and  at  the  same  time,  greater  facilities,  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  Natural  History  than  the  resident  of  a 
city. 

"  In  pursuing  the  course  here  recommended,  we 
shall  discharge  not  only  our  duty  to  our  students,  but, 
also,  to  the  several  Medical  Colleges  to  which  they  will 
resort  after  leaving  us,  for  on  the  proper  elementary 
instruction  which  these  young  men  have  received  at 
our  hands,  will  mainly  depend  their  successful  indoctri- 
nation  in  the  higher  principles  and  rational  practice  of 
Medicine  by  the  professors  in  the  schools.  These  gen- 
tlemen are  continually  embarrassed  in  their  teachings 
by  not  knowing  what  foundation  lias  been  laid  by  the 
private  teachers,  or  by  those  who  ought  to  have  been 
such  ;  nor  how  far  they  make  for  granted  an  acquain- 
tance with  elementary  truths  on  the  part  of  their  youth- 
ful auditors.  One  professor,  for  fear  of  going  beyond 
the  comprehension  of  his  class,  contents  himself  with 
uttering  the  merest  common  places  ;  another  aims  to 


i  bring  up  his  hearers  to  his  own  elevated  standard. 

;  If  it  be  said  that  tiie  first  is  the  most  popular  lecturer, 
does  not  the  fact  show  the  unpreparedncss  of  the  stu- 
dents for  a  course  of  instruction  such  as  they  ought  to 
receive,  and  such  as  an  able  and  conscientious  professor 
ought  to  be  able  to  give. 

"  The  dignity,  learning,  elevated  standing,  and  suc- 
cessful teachings  of  the  Faculties  of  our  Medical  Col- 
leges cannot  be  matters  of  indifference  to  us.  They  are, 
in  one  sense,  our  representative,  in  another  our  aux- 
iliaries; and  whatever  effects  their  reputation  must  re- 
act on  the  entire  body  of  the  profession.  We  cannot, 
therefore;  bo  supposed  to  look  with  indifference  on  the 
organization  of  these  colleges,  nor  be  expected  to  o;ve 
any  countenance  to  those  with  the  entire  competency 
of  whose  Faculties  we  arc  not  fully  satisfied.  A  now 
Medical  School  cannot,  like  a  new  store,  or  a  new  ma- 
nufactory, or  a  new  line  of  stages,  be  patronized, 
merely  because  it  is  new,  and  to  encourage  trade  and 
reduce  prices,  b}'  competition.  Nor. can  personal  re- 
gards nor  sectional  pride  furnish  an  apology  for  our 
|  sending  our  students,  or  otherwise  giving  our  counte- 
i  nance  to  a  school,  formed  in  haste  out  of  incongruous 
materials,  and  as  if  in  a  spirit  of  mere  business  speeu- 
!  lation.  The  medical  profession,  at  large,  must  divide 
!  the  responsibility  with  the  Medical  Schools  -for  the 
attainment  and  fitness  of  the  graduates  sent  out  an- 
nually from  these  latter,  as  candidates  for  practice,  and 
public  patronage.  If  we  send  to  the  Medical  Colleges 
i  crude  materials,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  should 
be  at  once  fashioned  into  shape  and  harmonious  propor- 
tions. If  we  send  to  them  ignorant  minds,  we  have  no 
right  to  suppose  that  these  will  be  instructed  and 
taught  the  principle  of  medical  logic,  and  philosophy  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months. 

"  I  repeat  that  we  have  a  large  share  of  respon 
sibility  for  the  manner  in  which  Medical  education  is- 
conducted.  We  send  our  students  to  be  educated,  we 
influence  them  in  their  selection  of  the  school  in  which 
they  go.  We,  therefore,  mistake  greatlv  our  position, 
if  we  think  that  we  can  assume  the  office  of  judges 
and  critics  of  Medical  Schools  without  our  participating 
in  their  cares  and  difficulties,  and  giving  our  counsel 
for  their  protection  and  guidance,  when  they  come  up 
to  what  we  believe  to  be  a  good  standard  of  teaching. 
The  best  assistance  we  can  give  them,  is  to  send  them 
students  properly  prepared  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
higher  course  of  instruction  which  the  professors  aie 
ready  to  go  through  with.  The  best  counsel  we  can 
offer  to  the  professors,  is  for  them  to  abide  by  their 
own  convictions  of  duty  in  keeping  up  an  elevated 
standard  of  medical  attainments  for  their  students,  and 
taking  adequate  time  for  imparting  their  knowledge  to 
these  latter.  Not  only  are  there  more  branches  of 
medicine  to  be  taught  now,  but  each  branch  is  much 
richer  in  details,  than  formerly  ;  and  hence  it  is  clear 
that  more  time  is  required  to  teach  them  than  formerly 
was  requisite. 


242 


THE  NEW-YOltK 


"  It  may  be  asked,  whether  we  are  ourselves,  either 
by  education  or  subsequent  reading,  competent  judges, 
in  the  premises,  of  what  is  necessary  on  the  score  of 
Medical  Education  1  It  may  be  that  many  of  us  are 
not,  in  this  sense  competent,  but  the  very  consciousness 
of  deficiences  and  experience  of  what  we  have  suffered 
in  consecpience  may  naturally  impel  us  to  seek  reform, 
and  create  a  desire  that  others  coming  after  us  should 
enjoy  advantages  of  which  we  were  deprived. 

"  We  may,  however,  all  of  us,  in  this  age  of  perio- 
dical literature  and  abundant  publications,  readily  pro- 
cure the  desired  in  ormation  on    many  subjects  of 
immediate  interest.    The  calls  on  our  time  and  atten- 
tion in  the  cares  of  practice,  and  especially  country 
practice,  must  always  prevent  our  being  regular  and 
systematic  readers :  but  if  we  are  bent  on  turning  all 
the  odd  hours  to  account,  and  have  a  good  medical  i 
journal,  and  the  best  monograph  at  our  elbow,  we  shall 
be  able  to  keep  up,  to  a  respectable  extent,  with  the 
progress  of  our  science,  at  least  so  far  as  to  appreciate  j 
its  extent  and  chief  bearings,  and  the  improvements  in  ! 
practice.    In  this  way  we  can  do  justice  to  ourselves  j 
and  to  our  students,  and  confer,  if  need  be,  understand-  j 
ingly  with  our  brethren,  the  members  of  the  Faculty 
of  Medical  Colleges." 


From  the  N.  Y.  Scalpel,  August,  1852. 

A  Psychological  and  Literary  Phenomenon  I 

"I  love  truth  above  all  earthly  things  ;  it  is  the  basis  of  everything  sta- 
ble;  therefore  I  love  that  which  demonstrates  its  existence." — [Extracted  ! 
from  a  lecture  to  the  Students  of  the  University,  by  Gunning  S.  Bedford; 
published  in  the  June  number  of  Nelson's  Northern  Lancet,  p.  2.]  i 

"  This  striking  similarity  of  ideas  strongly  reminds  us  of  the  anecdote  of 
an  author  who  read  a  part  of  his  play  to  a  friend,  in  order  to  obtain  his 
opinion. 

"Very  good,"  said  his  friend,  "very  good,  indeed;  but,  pray,  is  not  all  j 
this  in  Shaltspeare?" 

"What  of  that?"  replied  the  other :  "  it  only  shows  how  very  much  alike  j 
TWO  GREAT  MEN  may  sometimes  write. 

"One  of  these  men  is  genius  to  the  other." — Comedy  of  Errors. 

"There  is  no  fact  in  the  history  of  Literature  and  j 
Science  better  established,  than  that  men  of  genius  often 
fall  into  the  same  train  of  thought,  and  even  express  '■ 
themselves  in  the  very  same  language,  without  being  | 
conscious  of  it,  and  even  while  under  the  belief  that 
their  views  are  highly  original.  Thus  also  the  same 
scientific  discoveries  have  in  many  instances  been  made 
contemporaneously  in  distant  countries,  as,  for  example, 
the  identity  of  electricity  and  lightning,  which  was  esta- 
blished in  Fiance  and  the  United  States  at  nearly  the 
same  time,  and  without  any  correspondence  between 
Franklin  and  the  French  Philosopher.  Numerous  other 
instances  could  be  mentioned  as  cases  in  point,  but  it  is 
unnecessary.  My  object,  at  present,  is,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  your  readers  to  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
of  these  coincidences  that  has  ever  fallen  within  my 
notice,  which  I  find  in  a  Lecture  delivered  by  Dr.  Bed- 
ford, at  the  Stuyvesant  Institute,  Nov.  25,  1840,  and 
printed  by  request  of  the  audience.  It  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed, for  a  single  moment,  that  a  gentleman  of  Pro- 
fessor Bedford's  honorable  character !  great  talents ! 


'  and  unequivocal  reputation!  would  condescend  to  bor- 
j  iow  a  lecture  from  any  one,  and  palm  it  upon  an  intel- 
|  ligent  community  as  his  own ;  I  am  therefore  obliged  to 
i  conclude  that  the  coincidence  which  I  shall  point  out, 
is  purely  accidental,  and  one  of  those  remarkable  phe- 
I  nomena  which  sometimes  occur  in  the  literary  and  sci- 
I  entific  world." 
From  Southwood  Smith's    Extract  from   Dr.  Bed- 
" Philosophy  of  Health."       ford's  Introductory  Lec- 
Vol.  1,  p.  2.  ture.deliveredattheStuy- 
vesant  Institute,  Nov.  25, 
1840,  and  published  by 
request  of  the  audience. 
"Physical  science    has       "Physical  science  as  con- 
become  the  subject  of  po-    nected  with  health,  has  of 
pular  attention,  and  men  of    late  become  an  object  of 
the  highest  endowments,    popular  attention,  and  men 
who  have  devoted    their    of  the  highest  endowments, 
lives  to  the  cultivation  of    who   have  devoted  their 
this  department  of  know-    lives  to  this  department  of 
ledge,  conceive  that  they    knowledge,  conceive  that 
can  make  no  better  use  of   they  can  in  no  way  more 
the  treasures  they  have  ac-    efficiently  appropriate  the 
cumulated,  than  that  of  dif-    rich  treasures  they  have  ac- 
fusing  them.    But  no  at-    cumulated,  than  by  adapt- 
tempt  has  hitherto  been    ing  them  to  the  popular 
made  to  exhibit  a  clear  and    mind,  in  such  a  way  as  to 
comprehensive  view  of  the    diffuse  among  the  people 
phenomena  of  life  ;  the  or-    the  great  elements  cf  a  sci- 
ganization  upon  which  those    ence  in  which  all  are  equal- 
phenomena  depend;    the    3y  interested.   It  is  unfor- 
physical  agents  essential  to    tunate  that  authors  have 
their  production;  and  the    not  more  generally  exhibit- 
laws,  as  far  as  they  have    ed  in  a  systematic  form,  a 
yet  been  discovered,  ac-    clear  and  comprehensive 
cording    to    which   those    view  of  the  phenomena  of 
agents   act.     The    conse-    life;  the  organization  on 
quence  is,  that  people  in    which  those  phenomena  de- 
general,  not  excepting  the    pend,  the  necessary  influ- 
educated  class,  are  wholly    ence  of  physical  agents  on 
ignorant  of  the  structure    their  production,  and  the 
and  action  of  the  organs  of    laws,  as  far  as  they  are  un- 
their  own  bodies,  the  cir-    derstood,  on  which  the  ac- 
cumstances  which  are  con-    tion  of  those  agents  is  based, 
ducive  to  their  own  health,    If  this  had  been  done,  we 
the  agents  which  ordinarily    should  not  have  to  mourn 
produce  disease,  and  the    over  the  ignorance  of  the 
means  by  which  the  opera-    community  in  general,  not 
tion  of  such  agents  may  be    excepting  even  the  more 
evaded  or  counteracted,"    enlightened  and  educated 
&c.  classes,  with  regard  to  the 

structure  and  functions  of 
the  organs  composing  their 
bodies,  the  circumstances 
which  are  conducive  to 
their  own  health,  the  agents 
which  ordinarily  produce 
disease,  and  the  means  by 
which  the  operation  of  such 
agents  may  be  avoided  or 
counteracted. 

"A  knowledge  of  the  "It  will,  I  apprehend, 
structure  and  functions  of  be  admitted,  that  a  know- 
the  body  is  admitted  to  be  ledge  of  human  "structure, 
indispensable  to  whoever  and  of  the  various  functions 
undertakes  to  protect  those    of  the  animal  economy,  is 
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organs  from  injury,  &c. 
But  surely  some  knowledge 
of  this  kind  may  be  useful 
to  those  who  have  no  in- 
tention to  practise  physic, 
or  to  perform  operations  in 
surgery  ;  may  be  useful  to 
every  human  being,  to  en- 
able him  to  take  a  rational 
care  of  his  health,  to  make 
him  observant  of  his  own 
altered  sensations,  as  indi- 
cations of  approaching  sick- 
ness; to  give  him  the  pow- 
er of  communicating  intel- 
ligibly with  his  medical  ad- 
viser respecting  the  seat 
and  the  succession  of  those 
signs  of  disordered  func- 
tion, and  to  dispose  and 
qualify  him  to  co-operate 
with  his  physician  in  the 
use  of  the  means  employed 
to  avert  impending  danger, 
or  to  remove  actual  dis- 
ease." 

"  The  knowledge  of  this 
structure  seems  peculiarly 
necessary  to  those  who  have 
the  exclusive  care  of  infan- 
cy, and  almost  the  entire 
care  of  childhood.  The 
bodily  organization,  and  the 
mental  powers  of  the  child, 
depend  mainly  on  the  man- 
agement of  the  infant;  and 
the  intellectual  and  moral 
aptitudes  and  qualities  of 
the  man,  have  their  origin 
in  the  predominant  states 
of  sensation,  at  a  period  far 
earlier  in  the  history  of  the 
human  being  than  is  com- 
monly imagined.  The  pe- 
riod of  infancy  is  divided 
by  physiologists  into  two 
epochs;  the  first, commenc- 
ing from  birth,  extends  to 
the  seventh  month ;  the 
second  commencing  from 
the  seventh  month, extends 
to  the  end  of  the  second 
year,  at  which  time  the  pe- 
riod of  infancy  ceases,  and 
that  of  childhood  begins. 
The  first  epoch  of  infancy 
is  remarkable  for  the  rapi- 
dity of  the  development  of 
the  organs  of  the  body; 
the  processes  of  growth  are 
in  extreme  activity ;  the 
formative  predominates  o- 
ver  the  sentient  life.  The 
second  epoch  of  infancy  is 
remarkable  for  the  deve- 
lopment of  the  perceptive 
powers.  The  physical  or- 
ganization of  the  brain, 
which  still  advances  with 


indispensable  to  the  pliysi-  ! 
cian  and  surgeon.    But  is 
this  knowledge  of  human  I 
structure  to  be  limited  to 
members  of  the  healing  art? 
Most  assuredly  not.  It  will 
be  found  useful  to  every  | 
human  being  by  enabling  : 
him  to  take  a  rational  care  I 
of  his  health,  and  render-  j 
ing  him  observant  of  his 
own  altered  feelings,  as  in- 
dications   of   approaching  j 
sickness.  It  will  afford  him 
the  means  of  communicat- 
ing   intelligibly  with  his 
medical  adviser  respecting 
the  seat  and  symptoms  of 
disordered  functions,  and 
will  prepare  him  to  co-op-  j 
erate  with  his  physician  in  ! 
the  use  of  agents  necessary 
to  avert  impending  danger, 
or  to  remove  actual  dis-  ! 
ease." 

"  The  knowledge  of  hu-  [ 
man  structure,  and  of  the 
mental  constitution,  is  pc-  i 
culiarly  important  to  those  | 
who  have  the  exclusive  care  j 
of  infancy,  and  almost  the  1 
entire  supervision  of  child- 
hood.  On  the  management 
of  the  infant  will  depend 
the  bodily  organization  and 
the  mental  powers  of  the 
child;  and  man  receives  his  | 
intellectual  and  moral  apti-  j 
tudes,  taking,  as  they  do, 
their  origin  in  the  predomi- 
nant states  of  sensation,  at 
a  period  far  earlier  in  the 
history  of  the  human  being 
than  is  generally  supposed.  : 
Phrenologists  have  divided 
infancy  into  two  epochs.  In-  i 
far.cy  commences  at  birth,  j 
and  extends  to  the  seventh 
month ;   whilst  childhood  J 
embraces  the  period  from 
the  seventh  month  to  the 
termination  of  the  second 
year.  The  period  of  infancy 
is  remarkable  for  the  rapi- 
dity with  which  the  organs 
of  the  body  are  developed,  j 
the  processes  of  growth  are  j 
in  extreme  activiiy,  and  the 
formative  predominates  o-  i 
ver  the  sentient  life.  The 
development  of  the  percep- 
tive organs  characterizes 
the  period  of  childhood,  or 
second  epoch  of  infancy ; 
the  brain  begins  to  exhibit 
greater  energy,  and  mani- 
fests a  wider  range  of  ac- 
tion. The  intellectual  facul- 


rapidity,  is  now  capable  of 
greater  energy  and  a  wider 
range  of  function.  The  in- 
tellectual faculties  are  al- 
most in  constant  operation ; 
speech  commences,  the 
sign,  and,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  cause  of  the  grow- 
ing strength  of  the  mental 
powers ;  the  capacity  of 
voluntary  locomotion  is  ac- 
quired, while  passion,  emo- 
tion, affection,  come  into 
play  with  such  constancy 
and  energy,  as  to  exert  o- 
er  the  whole  economy  of 
the  row  irritable  plastic 
creature  a  prodigious  influ- 
ence for  good  or  evil.  If 
it  be,  indeed,  possible,  to 
make  correct  moral  percep- 
tion, feeling,  and  conduct, 
a  part  of  human  nature,  as 
much  a  part  of  it  as  any 
sensation  or  propensity — 
if  this  be  possible  for  every 
individual  of  the  human 
race,  without  exception,  to 
an  extent  that  would  ren- 
der all  more  eminently  and 
consistently  virtuous  than 
any  are  at  present,  prepara- 
tion for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object  must  be  com- 
menced at  this  epoch. 

"  But  if  preparation  for 
this  object  be  really  com- 
menced, it  implies,  on  the 
part  of  those  who  engage 
in  the  undertaking,  some 
degree  of  knowledge  of 
the  physical  and  mental 
constitution  of  the  indivi- 
dual to  be  influenced  ; 
knowledge  of  the  mode  in 
which  circumstances  must 
be  so  modified  in  adapta- 
tion to  the  nature  of  the 
individual  being,  as  to  pro- 
duce upon  it,  with  unifor- 
mity and  certainty,  a  given 
result.  The  theory  of  hu- 
man society,  according  to 
its  present  institutions, 
supposes  that  this  know- 
ledge is  possessed  by  the 
mother;  and  it  supposes, 
further,  that  this  adapta- 
tion will  actually  take  place 
in  the  domestic  circle 
through  her  agency.  I  ap- 
peal to  every  woman  whose 
eye  may  rest  on  these 
pages — I  ask  of  you,  what 
has  ever  been  done  for  you, 
to  enable  you  to  under- 
stand the  physical  and 
mental  constitution  of  that 
human  nature,  the  care  of 


ties  of  the  tender  being  are 
in  active  operation.  The 
power  of  aiticutation,  an 
evidence  of  the  increasing 
energies  of  the  mental  pow- 
ers, now  show  itself ;  the 
capacity  for  voluntary  loco- 
motion is  also  acquired, 
while  passion  and  affection 
come  into  play  with  such 
constancy  and  force,  as  to 
exert  over  the  entire  econo- 
my of  the  now  irritable  and 
plastic  creature,  a  prodigi- 
ous influence  for  good  or 
evil.  If,  as  it  has  been  well 
observed,  it  be  possible  to 
make  correct  moral  percep- 
tion, feeling,  and  conduct, 
a  part  of  human  nature,  as 
much  a  part  of  it  as  any 
sensation  or  propensity: — 
if  this  be  possible  for  every 
individual  of  the  human 
race,  without  exception,  to 
an  extent  which  would  len- 
der all  more  eminently  and 
consistently  virtuous  than 
any  are  at  present,  prepara- 
tion for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object  must  be  com- 
menced at  this  epoch." 


"  In  order  to  guide  with 
proper  effect  the  plastic 
mind  of  the  infant,  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  knowledge 
is  absolutely  necessary — 
knowledge  of  the  mental 
and  physical  constitution 
of  the  individual  to  be  in- 
fluenced —  knowledge  of 
the  mode  in  which  circum- 
stances must  be  so  modi- 
fied in  adaptation  lo  the 
nature  of  the  individual 
being,  as  to  produce  upon 
it  with  uniformity  and  cer- 
tainty a  given  result.  This 
knowledge  is  presumed  to 
be  possessed  by  the  mo- 
ther ;  and  society  imposes 
upon  her  the  task  of  di- 
recting the  early  impres- 
sions of  childhood.  From 
what  sources  has  the  mo- 
ther received  her  qualifica- 
tions to  the  undertaking? 
What  has  society  done  to 
imbue  her  with  a  know- 
ledge of  the  mental  and 
physical  constitution  of 
that  human  nature,  (he 
care  and  guidance  of  which 
has  been  intrusted  to  her  ? 
In  what  part  of  the  course 
of  her  education  has  in- 
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which  hits  Beeh  imposed 
upon  you  ?  In  wUiit  part 
of  tlie  course  of  your  cdti- 
cation  was  InstrctePPih  of 
this  kind  introduced  ?" 

"  There  is  no  pliUbso- 
pher,  however  piofounl 
Ins  knowledge — no  instruc- 
tor, however  varied  and 
extended  his  experience, 
who  would  not  enter  upon 
this  task  with  an  apprei 
hension  rtrbporfforied  it) 
his  knowledge  and  e  pe. 
riencc  ;  hut  knowledge, 
which  men  acquire  only 
after  years  of  study,  habits 
which  are  generated  ill 
men  only  as  the  result  of 
long  continued  discipline, 
are  expected  to  come  to 
you  spontaneously,  to  be 
born  with  you,  to  require 
on  yo.ir  part  no  cul- 
ture, and  to  need  no  sus- 
taining influence,"  <fcc.  &c. 
&c. 

"  There  is  a  close  con- 
nection between  happiness 
and  longevity.  Enjoyment 
is  not  only  the  end  of  life, 
but  it  is  the  only  condition 
of  life  which  is  compatible 
with  a  protracted  term  of 
existence — as  (here  is  a 
point  of  wretchedness  be- 
yond which  life  is  not  de- 
sirable, so  there  is  a  point 
beyond  which  it  is  not 
maintainable.  The.  man 
who  has  reached  an  ad- 
vanced age,  cannot  have 
been,  upon  the  whole,  an 
unhappy  being  ;  for  the 
infirmity  and  suffering 
which  embitters  life,  cut  it 
short.  Every  document, 
by  which  the  rale  of  mor- 
tality among  large  num- 
bers of  human  beings  can 
be  correctly  ascertained, 
contains  in  it  irresistible 
evidence  of  this  truth.  In 
every  country,  the  average 
duration  of  life,  whether 
for  the  whole  people  or 
for  particular  classes,  is  in- 
variably in  the  direct  ratio 
of  their  means  of  felicity  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  number  of  years  which 
large  portions  of  the  popu- 
lation survive  beyond  the 
adult  age,  may  be  taken 
as  a  certain  test  of  the 
happiness  of  the  commu- 
nity. How  clear  must  have 
been  the  perception  of  this 
in  the  mind  of  the  Jewish 


struction  of  ibis  kind  been 
introduced  ?" 


"  There  is  no  philoso- 
pher, however  profound 
hi  •  knowledge — no  instruc- 
tor, however  varied  and 
extended  his  experienee- 
who  would  not  enter  upon 


this  ta>k 


•ith 


ip  pre- 


hension proportioned  t 
his  knowledge  and-  expe- 
rience but  knowledge, 
which  men  acquire  only 
after  years  of  study  ;  ha- 
bits which  are  generated 
in  men  only  as  the  result 
of  long-continued  discip- 
line, are  expected  to  come 
to  mothers  spontaneously, 
to  he  born  with  them — to 
require,  on  their  part,  no 
culture,  and  to  need  no 
sustaining  influence,  &c. 
&e.  (fee. 

"  There  is  a  close  con- 
nection between  happiness 
and  health — between  hap- 
piness and  longevity.  En- 
jovment.  is  not  only  one  of 
the  ends  of  life,  but  it  is 
the  only  condition  of  life 
which  i.i  at  all  compatible 
with  a  protracted  term  of 
existence.  As  there  is  a 
point  of  wretchedness  be- 
yond which  life  is  not  de- 
sirable, so  likewise  is  there 
a  point  beyond  which  it 
cannot  be  maintained.  The 
man  who  has  reached  an 
advanced  age  cannot  have 
been,  as  a  general  rule,  an 
unhappy  being ;  for  the 
infirmity  and  suffering 
which  embitter  life,  usually 
cut  it  short.  Every  docu- 
ment by  which  the  rate  of 
mortality  among  large 
numbers  of  human  beings 
can  be  correctly  ascer- 
tained, presents  irresistible 
evidence  of  this  truth.  In 
every  country,  the  average 
duration  of  life,  whether 
for  the  whole  people  or 
for  particular  classes,  is  in- 
variably in  a  direct  ratio 
of  their  means  of  felicity  ; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  number  of  years  which 
large  portions  of  the  po- 
pulation survive  beyond 
the  adult  age,  may  be  re- 
garded as  an  unerring  test 
of  the  happiness  of  the 
community.     Clear  must 


legislator,  when  he  made 
the  promise,  that  thy  days 
may  be  long  in  the  land 
wliich  the  Lord  thy  God 
hath  given  thee — the  sanc- 
tion of  every  religious  ob- 
servance, and  the  motive 
to  every  moral  duty."  Vol. 

i,  p.  lbi. 


"  Excepting  re  a  quali- 
I  G Cation  for  the  practice  of 
surgery  and   medicine,  in 
the  curriculum  of  noschool 
or  college  in  the  kingdom, 
I  is  an  explanation  of  the 
[  structure  and  functions  of 
|  the  human  body  included." 
'■  The  omission  of  these 
subjects  from  the  ordinary 
courses  of  education  can- 


have  been  the  perception, 
and  great  the.  wisdom  of 
the  Jewish  legislator,  when 
he  made  the  promise — 
thai  thy  days  may  be  long 
in  the  land  wliich  the  Lord 
thy  God  hath  given  thee — 
the  sanction  of  every  reli- 
gious observance,  and  the 
motive  to  every  moral  peo- 
ple." 

u  Excepting  as  a  quali- 
fication for  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgerv, 
scarcely  an  institution  has 
embodied  in  its  programme 
of  instructions,  an  explana- 
nation  of  the  structure  and 
functions  of  the  human 
body." 

"  The  omission  of  these 
subjects  from  the  ordinary 


not  be  because  they  are  courses  of  education  can- 
without  interest,  nor  be-  not  be  because  they  are 
cause  nothing  worthy  of  without  interest,  nor  be- 
being  communicated  has  cause  nothing  worthy  of 
been  discovered  respecting  being  communicated  has 
them,  nor  because  there  is  been  discovered  respecting 
insuperable  difficulty  in  them  ;  neither  can  it  be 
the  exposition  of  what  is  that  there  is  an  insuperable 
ascertained.      Since     the  difficulty  in  the  exposition 


mind  is  the  subject  upon 
which  all  education  is  in- 
tended ultimately  to  act, 
and  the  instrument  through 
which  it  must  effect  what- 
ever influence  it  exerts,  no 
one  can  doubt  the  impor- 
tance of  an  acquaintance 
with  the  mental  phenome- 
na and  with  the  laws  that 
regulate  (hem.  Of  the 
knowledge  of  the  proces- 
ses by  which  the  struc- 
tures of  the  body  are 
built  up,  and  of  the  phy- 
sical conditions  which  are 
necessary  to  life,  health, 


of  what  is  ascertained. 
Since  the  mind  is  the  sub- 
ject upon  which  all  educa- 
tion is  intended  ultimately 
to  act,  and  the  instrument 
through  which  it  must  ef- 
fect whatever  influence  it 
exerts,  no  one  can  doubt 
the  importance  of  a  know- 
ledge of  the  mental  pheno- 
mena, and  of  the  laws  by 
which  the}-  are  regulated. 
The  knowledge,  too,  of  the 
processes  by  which  the 
various  structures  of  the 
body  are  built  up,  and  of 
the  physical  conditions  ne- 


and  strength,  the  utility  is  cessary  to  their  life,  health, 
not  so  obvious;  yet  such  and  strength,  admits  of 
knowledge  is  capable  of  practical  application  daily- 
practical  applications  of  and  hourly,  of  the  highest 
the  utmost  importance  moment." 
daily  and  hourly." 

The  above  will  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  extraor- 
dinary coincidence  of  thought  and  language  between 
the  learned  Prolessor  of  Ubstefrics  in  the  University- 
School,  and  Dr.  Smith,  author  of  the  "  Philosophy  of 
Health."  The  same  similarity  runs  through  the  whole 
lecture,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  sentences,  which 
may  be  found  verbatim  in  Lawrence's  "Lectures  on 
Man."  Whether  Dr.  Smith  has,  as  yet,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  apprised  of  this  remarkable  occurrence,  I 
know  not ;  but  when  it  does  come  to  his  knowledge, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  he  will  feel  highly  flattered  and 
regard  it  as  a  most  singular  psychological  phenomenon 
— a  moral  demonstration  of  the  soundness  of  his  own 
views,  which  have  thus,  from  one  of  the  great  minds  of 
our  country,  been  unwittingly  echoed  back  across  the 
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broad  Atlantic.  The  phrenologist  too,  cannot  but  re- 
gard it  with  interest,  and  will  immediately  he  led  to  in- 
quire what  are  the  cianial  developments  of  Dr.  Smith  ; 
for  if  it  shall  turn  out  that  his  craniological  conforma- 
tion corresponds  with  that  of"  our  learned  Professor; 
we  put  it  to  the  skeptic,  and  the  man  of  science,  whe- 
ther such  coincidence  and  identity  of  mental  operations, 
does  no  estahlish  the  truth  of  phrenology,  beyond  all 
cavil?  I  am,  Mr.  Editor,  warmly  yours, 

NlTRAS  AlfGENTI. 


Health   of  the  City. 

The  editor  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer  gallantly 
comes  to  tile  rescue  of  the  Citv  Inspector,  whom  he 
persists  in  dubbing  as  Doctor  White,  and  vouches  for 
his  official  qualifications.  He  mtght  with  equal  pro- 
priety litle  each  of  the  rejected  Health  Wardens, 
"  Doctor,"  although  there  is  no  medical  man  among 
the  twenty-one,  and  yet  to  these  unprofessional  officers, 
the  Health  of  this  great  city  is  perennially  committed. 

We  assumed  in  our  article  that  none  but  men  pro- 
fessionally educated  have  the  capacity  to  perform  the 
duties  of  this  department  adequately,  and  this  irrespec- 
tive of  the  present  incumbents  or  any  other  politicians. 
Our  concern  has  been  only  that  the  public  welfare  on 
the  all-important  subject  of  Health  should  no  longer 
be  jeoparded  by  the,  miserably  inefficient  system  of 
organization  at  present  existing  in  this  department. 
And  having  expressed  our  opinions,  we  leave  the  mat- 
ter with  the  authorities.  It  will  be  well  if  the  city 
escape  a  panic  this  season,  by  a  pestilence  which  may 
make  a  louder  remonstrance. 


N  c  ru  Publications. 

A  Treatise  oa  Diseases  of  the  Air-Passages,  comprising  an  in- 
quiry into  the  history,  pathology,  causes,  and  treatment  of 
those  affections  of  the  Throat  nailed  Bronchitis.  Chronic  L*- 
ry  ti  git  is,  Clergyman's  sore  throat,  &.C.  By  Hokvcf.  Chkks', 
A.  SL,  M.  D.  'President  of  the  Faculty,  and  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  New-York  Medical 
College,  Sic.  &c.  Third  edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  New- 
York  :  G.  P.  Putnam,  18.52. 

This  is  a  new  and  important  edition  of  a  work  which  has 
attracted  no  small  degree  of  attention  at  home  and  abroad.  The 
subject  of  topical  medication  in  Spasmodic  Asthma,  and  CEdemu 
of  the  Glottis  is  treated  in  the  addenda,  at  the  close  of  the 
volume  The  tribute  to  Sir  Charles  Bell,  and  Trousseau  and 
Belloc,  for  their  labors  in  Ibis  department,  is  sufficiently  explicit 
in  the  preface  to  the  second  edition,  to  satisfy  the  most  fastidious 
critic  as  to  the  claims  of  the  author,  and  his  recognition  of  priority 
in  others  to  the  extent  which  can  be  justly  predicated.  To  Dr. 
Creen  is  unquestionably  due  the  merit  of  having  teen  the  first  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  value  of  this  practice, 
derived  from  his  personal  experience  and  observations  in  this 
couutry.  His  writings  on  this  class  of  diseases  are  deservedly 
regarded  with  favor,  not  only  by  the  profession  in  this  country, 
but  by  the  European  reviews,  from  some  of  which  he  has  re- 
ceived high  encomiums.  We  recommend  this  book  as  calculated 
to  be  popular  and  useful. 


Xcto*¥oufe  fHciJical  (Sajettc  Slijuruttser  . 

SMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY 

PART  3rd. 

Xiippincott,  CS-rambo  &  Co. 

NO.  14  NORTH  FOURTH-STREET,  PHILADELPHIA, 

Have  just  published  a  "  System  of  Operative  Sunrery.  baaed  upon  the 
practice  of  Surgeons  in  the  United  Suites,"  by  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D., 
assistant  lecturer  on  Demonstrative  Surgeiyin  the  t/niversity  of  Pcnn- 
■ylvasia.    Illustrated  with  highly  finished  steel  engravings. 

PARTS  1,  2,  3  now  ready. 


BALTIMORE  MIME  OF  BEXTAL  SIRGERY. 

Session  1852-3. 

FACULTY.  ~ 
CHAPIN  A.  HARRIS,  A.  M  ,  M.  1).  Professor  of  fria- 

ciples  and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery. 

THOMAS  F  BOND,  A.  If.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Spe- 
cial Pathology  and  Thera|jeiitirs. 

W.  R.  HAND  .  M.  D  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
logv. 

ALFRED  A.  P.LANDY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Operative 
Dentist/v. 

PHILIP  H.  AUSTEN.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Mechanic*! 
Dentistrv. 

REGINALD  N.  WRIGHT.  A.  M  .  M.  D.  Lecturer  on 

Chemistry. 

The  Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the 
last  Monday  of  October.  The  Infirmary  will  be  open  throughout 
the  year. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  begin  on  the  last  Monday  of 
November,  and  continue  till  the  last  of  .March. 

Tickets  for  the  Course.  *110:  Dissecting  Ticket,  (optional,) 
§10;  Maticulation,       :  Diploma  Fee,  630. 

Good  Board  from  $2  50  to  $3  50. 

The  Faculty  open  their  next  Session  in  a  New  College,  much 
larger,  handsomer,  and  better  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  Den- 
tal instruction,  and  situated  in  a  more  central  part  of  the  city. 
Contains  two  spacious  and  beautiful  Lecture  Rooms,  an  Infir- 
mary, Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms;  also  a  Museum,  pre- 
senting Teeth  of  every  pathological  variety;  anatomical  prepara- 
tions, plates,  and  models,  with  a  large  and  costly  chemical  ap- 
paratus, thus  furnishing  the  mosts  ample  mean  for  illustrating  the 
several  Departments. 

W.  R.  HANDY,  Dean. 


COLLEGE 

or 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS 

OF  THE 

University  of  the  State  of  New-York. 


The  Forty-Sixth  Session  of  the  College  will  be  commenced  on  Monday, 
lllh  of  December,  1S52,  and  continued  until  March  luth,  18jJ,  (com- 
mencement day.) 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEVENS.  M.  11..  L.  I.  D.  President  of  the  Col- 
cge    and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  M  SMITH.  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  nnd  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHN  TORUEV.  M.  D  ,  L.  L.  D.  Professor  of  Botany  and  Chemistry. 

ROBERT  WATTS.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  ond  Practice 

of  Surgery. 

CHANDLER  R.  OILMAN,  M.  D.  Professor  ol  Obstetrics  and  the  Di- 
sease.-, of  Women  and  Children. 

ALONZO  CLARK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  (in- 
cluding Microscopy.) 

EL1SHA  BAItTL  ETT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Mcdica  nnd  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS.  M.  D.  Demonstrator  ot  Anatomy. 

LEWIS  A.  SAYRK,  M.  D.  Prosector  of  Surgery. 

FEES. — Matriculation  Fee.  So  ;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures 
8105;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  S3  ;  Graduation  Fee,  $25;  Board,  average 
S3  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New-York  Hospital  daily,  by  the 
Medical  Officers.  (Professor  Smith  being  one  of  them.)  lee  SS  per  annum  ; 
at  the  Believue  Hospital  twice  n  week,  without  fee,  (Professors  Parker  nnd 
Chirk  belonging  to  ;h.-  Medical  Stall'-)  at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  without  fee; 
and  upwards  of  100O  patients  are  annually  exhibited  to  the  class  in  the 
College  Clinique.  Obstetrical  cases  und  subjects  for  dissection  arc  abun- 
dantly furni-hed  through  the  respective  departments. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  at  the  close  of  the  Session;  there 
is  also  a  Semi  annual  Examination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September. 
The  pre-rcquisites  for  Graduation  arc — 21  yenrs  of  age,  three  years  of 
Study,  including  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures,  the  last  ot  which  must  have 
been  attended  in  this  College,  and  the  presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some 
subject  connected  with  MediCHl  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not  interfering  with  it,  a  Course 
of  Lect  'res  will  be  commenced  on  Monday,  27th  September,  and  continu- 
ed until  the  11th  October. 

The  Course  will  be  free 

R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 
College  of  Phveicians  and  Surgeons,  \ 
07  Crosby-street,  New-York.  J 
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PALMER'S  PATENT  ARTIFICIAL  LEGS, 

MANUFACTURED  AT 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.  (No.  5  BURTS  BLOCK,) 

BV 

MESSRS.  PAL1YEER  <Sl  CO. 

(B.  F.  PALMER,  A.  S.  CURRIER,  AND  E.  D.  HUDSON,  M.  D.) 

Received  the  award  of  the  Prize  Medal  of  the  great  Industrial 
Exhibition  of  all  Nations,  in  London,  as  recommended  by  (the 
Judges)  those  eminent  and  world-renowned  Surgeons,  Sir  VVm. 
Lawrence  and  Mr.  Green,  of  London,  and  M.  Roux  and  Lal- 
Lemand  of  Paris,  "  as  being  the  best  artificial  leg  ever  invented;" 
an  American  triumph  over  thirty  different  kinds  of  artificial  limbs 
on  exhibition  from  the  best  artists  in  London,  Paris,  and  various 
other  parts  of  Europe. 

By  the  recommend  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  as  "  Judges "  the  following  awards  have  been 
made  to  this  specimen  of  art  and  surgical  apparatus,  as  the  best 
in  this  country  ;  (to  wit,)  ''  Fur  the  best  artificial  limbs." 

American  Institute,  New-York:  awarded,  Silver  Medal, 
1846:  Gold  Medal,  1847  :  Gold  Medal,  1850  :  and  renewal  pre- 
mium, 1851. 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia  ;  Scott's  Legacy  Medal 
and  Premium,  $200  ;  and  Silver  Medal,  "  first  premium"  1849  ; 
"first  premium  renewed,"  1850. 

Mass.  M.  C.  M.  Association,  Boston  :  "  first  premium " 
Silver  Medal,  1849,  "  first  premium  renewed,  1850. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore;  first  premium,  1848:  Gold 
Medal,  1850. 

New-York  State  Agricultural  Society,  Albany  ;  Silver 
Medal,  1849:  ditto  and  Diploma,  1850:  Gold  Medal,  1851,  for 
having  received  the  Prize  Medal,  at  the  Great  Exhibition  of  all 
Nations,  in  London. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous  opinions  given  by 
distinguished  Surgeons  in  this  country  and  in  London  concerning 
this  apparatus,  to  wit : 

"  I  have  examined  carefully,  the  Artificial  Leg,  invented  by 
Mr.  B.  Frank.  Palmer.  Its  construction  is  simple,  and  its  execu- 
tion is  beautiful  ;  and,  what  is  most  important,  those  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for  the  natural  limb,  and  the 
good  fortune  to  possess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility.  Valentine  Mott, 
Professor  of  Surgery,  New- York  University. 

New-York,  Jan.  20lh,  1K51." 

"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.  in  use,  and  consider  them  superior  to  any 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  \V.  Parker,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery,  New-York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
Ntw-Yurk,  Jan.  agl/i,  1651." 

"  The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  successful  use  of  the 
Artificial  Leg  manufactured  by  Palmer  &  Co.  Spriiigfield,  gladly 
recommend  them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  the 
lower  extremity,  as  an  ingenious  mechanism,  which  imitates  in 
shape  and  motion  the  living  member  much  more  successfully  than 
would  seem  possible. 

John  C.  Warren,  J.  Mason  Warren, 

Geo.  Hay  ward,  D   Humphrey  Storer, 

Jacob  Bigelow,  S.  D.  Townsend, 

Surgeons  and  Physicians,  Mass.  General  Hospital. 
Boston,  June  \2th,  1849." 

"  I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artificial  Leg  invented 
by  Mr  B.  F.  Palmer  and  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the 
strongest  terms. 

"  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients,  and  with  entire 
satisfaction.  Thos  D.  Mutter,  M.  U. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
Philadelphia,  March  21th,  1850." 

"  I  have  examined  carefully  the  Artificial  Leg  invented  by 
Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  its  con- 
struction. I  have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and  havt 
reason  10  suppose  it  answers  their  expectations. 

VV.  Gibson,  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Surgery,  University  Pcnn. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  23d,  1851. 


"  A  Berklnj-slreel,  Berkley-square,  London,  Sept.  CO  A.  1851. 
"  D.  F.  Palmer,  Esq. 

"  I  bave  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  consider  your  Patent 
Artificial  Leg  to  be  the  best  invention  I  have  yet  seen  :  the  most 
useful,  and  the  least  distinguished  from  the  natural  limb. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  very  obt.  servant, 

''  G.  J.  Guthrik, 
"  Late  President,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons." 

"  I  should  prefer  to  say  an  Englishman  makes  the  best  leg, 
but  I  must  say  an  American  has,  and  I  go  for  the  best 

"  Mr.  Skey, 

"  Surgeon  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and  Dean  of  Anatomy. " 

N.  B. — B.  F.  Palmer  will  execute  all  orders  out  of  New 
England  and  New-York,  at  his  office,  376  Chestnut-sti eet, 
Philadelphia. 

Agent  in  New-York.  J.  M.  Sandersou,  3  Barclay-street. 

KOTTSSO, 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLUC  &  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  the 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PURE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broadway,  250  4th  Avenue,  and 
2  Park  Row. 

CASTL.ETOIV 

MEDICAL_C0LLEGE. 

There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  in  this 
Institution  ;  the  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  August.  Each  course  will  continue  four  months, 
under  the  direction  of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  aud  Ob- 
stetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  Natural 
History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 

of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery. 
William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Fees.— For  each  full  Couse  of  Lectures,  $50.  For  those' who 
have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  §10. 
Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  room,  fuel,  and  lights,  can  be  obtained  in  respectable 
houses  at  from  $1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via  White  Hall,  and  from 
Boston  and  Burlington  via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Castleton,  Vt.  May,  1852. 

NEW"  AVORK  ON  OPERATIVE  SURGERY. 

Operative  Surgery  Illustrated,  by  R.  U.  Piper,  M.  D.  con- 
taining more  than  nineteen  hundred  Illustrations  of  operations 
and  of  surgical  diseases,  with  explanatory  text,  chiefly  from  the 
works  of  Bourgery,  Velpeau,  Mance,  Scarpa,  Astley  Cooper, 
Liston,  Mutter,  Pancoast,  Mott,  &c.  with  two  hundred  original 
drawings.  This  work  will  also  contain  a  chapter  on  the  use  of 
Ether  in  Surgery,  by  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery 
in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College,  it  being  a  communication 
published  in  the  Records  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  work  will  be  issued  in  a  handsome  12mo.  vol.  and  at  a 
price  that  will  place  it  within  the  reach  of  every  student  and 
practitioner.    Published  by 

TICKNOR,  REED  &  FIELDS. 

Boston. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 

We  iuvite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

TOILET  ARTICLES  &  PERFUMERY. 

Druggists  will  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  as 
sortment  of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR, 

Put  up  ill  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing, 
and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  ill  any  one 
instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to 
those  who  have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — 
"  For  the  sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Ke- 
phalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthen- 
ing and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  per- 
fume is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly  for  many  years, 
and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now  add  that  of 
one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  rea] 
excellence."  Manufactured  by 

A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

Made  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  New-York, 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept 
by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER. 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the 
Complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a 
beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  pre- 
parations made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  iScc. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

22  Dey-street,  New-York. 
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POLICIES  INDISPUTABLE, 

EXCEPT  ON  THE  GROUND  OF  FRAUD. 

UNITED  STATES  LIFE  S3  COMPANY, 

IN/  THE  CITY"  OF  NEW-YOEK. 
OFFICE,    Ho.    27  WALL-STREET. 

PAID  UP  CASH  CAPITAL,  $100,000, 

IN  ADDITION    TO    THE    ACCUMULATED  PREMIUMS. 

This  Company  makes  every  insurance  appertaining  to  or  connected 
with  Life  Risks. 

Persons  insuring  on  the  mutual  principle,  for  three  successive  years, 
receive  four-fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  mutual  department,  and  four- 
fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  business  transacted  on  the  joint-stock 
principle. 

Tables  are  framed  for  Insurances  in  different  forms,  Annuities  and 
Endowments,  so  as  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  all. 


DIRECTORS. 


FREDERICK  SHELDON, 
JOSIAH  RICH, 
JAMES  SUYDAM, 
JAMES  MARSH, 
THOMAS  C.  DOREMUS, 
ISAAC  A.  STORM, 
JAMES  S.  POLIIEMUS, 
LUTHER  BRAD1SH. 
CHARLES  M.  CONNOLLY, 
B.  F.  WHEELWRIGHT, 
WILSON  G.  HUNT, 
D.  H.  ARNOLD, 
JOHN  A.  LUQUEER, 
W.  R.  VERM1LYE, 
WILLIAM  TUCKER, 


JOHN  J.  CISCO, 
CHARLES  E.  BILL, 
EDWARD  S.  CLARK, 
P.  C.  VAN  SCHAICK, 
ISAAC  N.  PHELPS, 
FRANCIS  T.  LUQUEER, 
BONIS  R.  W1NTHROP, 
JOHN  J.  PHELPS, 
WM.  T.  WHITTEMORE, 
SHEPHERD  KNAPP, 
GERARD  STUYVESANT, 
CLINTON  GILBERT. 
WILLIAM  B.  BOLLES, 
JACOB  HARSEN, 
EL1SHA  R1GGS. 


FREDERICK  SHELDON,  President. 
JOHN  A.  STEWART,  Actuary. 

J.  EADIE,  Jb.  SF-RKrAitY. 

JOHN  W.  SCO  i  t   M  1)   Mkdical  Examiner, 

Residence  8P  Ninth-street 
At  the  offic<  of  .be  Company  daily,  trom  1  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

P  CAMM  ANN,  M.  D.  Consulting  Physician. 
EDGAR  S.  VAN  WINKLE,  Counsel. 
Prospectuses  r.mtauiius:  very  hill  tables,  forms  of  proposals,  and  every 
other  information  -viii  be  lorwarded  on  application  at  the  office  of  the 
Company,  No.  27  WALL-STREET,  NEW-YORK. 


WITHOUT    SMELL  OE 


TASTE. 


Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  &.  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  u  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  the  beans  in  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection. Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplei? 
sant  to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
pearance, it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
veral of  the  new  and  valuable  remedies  recently  announced  of  which  we 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz.  -.—The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm  ;  Hydroferro  Cyanate  of  Potash  and  Urea ;  the  new  Febrifuge; 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  Iron, &c.  &c. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business. 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 


ADVERTISE  M  E  N  T  S. 


Kl  ERST  ED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT 


'l'hfi  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  atid  vendors  of  Me  lifine1 
throughout  the  United  States,  is  particular!}-  called  to  the  above  named 
111  valuable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  re  medy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent  I 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for  I 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommcudation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  of  I 
.   AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK,  ! 
Oil  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR 
FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,    BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS,  j 
<tc.  &c. 

found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
possessing  D1SCUTIENT  OHd  SUPPURATIVE  pro-  I 
It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary  I 
?ntf ,  as  it  is  at  nil  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dressing 
required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five  , 


A  .  B .  <§6    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  ill  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW-YOR  K. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash, or  an  approved  Credit,  at  l lie  Lowest  Market  I'n.  i 
a  large  ami  well-selected  assortment  of  UK  India.  Meditei  ranraii,  an 
Europe....  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  America..  Cb. 
inicalaofall  kind*. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR,  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumer 
Fancy  Articles.  Fancy  Soap*,  Brushes,  Exlr.o  i»,  Rrou/.cs.T,  u^e-,  Leech. 
Paint-  and  Oils.  Dye  Sniffs  Druggists'  Label.,  Window  Glass,' Su-:- 
lassruinents,  Druggist,'  Glass  Wave.  Hatters  Goods,  Shakers'  llerl 

"GESeSS  COD-LIFER  OiL, 

togetherwith  every  Article  comprising  tbe  Slock  of  a  Druggist  ora  Puysi 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

mm  of  mm 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  JMig 

al  properties  of  Opii 


less. 


It  has  likewise  bcel 
use  of  an  Ointinei 
pel  ties  is  indicate^ 


r  six  days. 
It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES   OF   THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
jt  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered 
PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
iums  both  of  physician  and  patient. 


all  i lie  valuable 
hiualion  to  the  exclusion  ol  all  its  nv 

u,">n  which  its  bad  effects  depend.    It  possesses  ull  the  sed 
ami  ami-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 
To  pruducc  slap  and  composure ; 

Tn  relieve  pain  and  imtatwn,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid 
bility  of  bndy  md  mind; 

To  nllay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  nrii'.a,  ler.  tfc. 
And  being  punned  fioin  all  Uie  noxious  and  dcUleriou; 
on  is  attended  by 

Aii  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headache, 
nor  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  general  health. 
Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum.  I'aregoiie.  Jllack  Diop,  D 
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rcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  olherOpiate  prep, 
The  Eluir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  snptric 
1-  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  vim 
is  being  its  full  repre.Ruiain 
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,  permanent  and  uniform 


AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
imeuced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 


•  other  cause,  uules6  suppuration  ha 
all  cases,  lud.unmation. 


AS 


iUPPURATIVE, 

It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the 
Pcuit.ces,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  bran  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  anil  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  ULCER  S,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  he  truly  a  superior  nrtiele.for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  n  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  tlie  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address. 

TREPAItED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store.  -Vo.  532  Broadway, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  Nan- York.) 

COLLAMORE  HOUSE. 

*,*  It  Is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggist-,  viz  : 

JAMES  W.  SMITn,  cor.  Courtrt.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHER*.  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Climon-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broadst.  Xrwark,  N.  J. 
R.  D.  COVERT.  Morristovm,  If.  J. 
C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  B.  Y. 
II  G.  FOWLER  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT.  St.-mfo<-d,  Ct.  and 
8.  SAWYER.  124  I.ako-st.  Chicago,  III. 
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remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  it-  other  valuable 
■2  In  it*  effecis,  the  l-.lixiris  niorecliui ar  tci 

tlian  any  of  the  mtificiut  compounds  of  Mor,  h  

:i.  And  isa  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordcteriora'c  I. 
the  Sulntious  of  Morphine;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  wm 
has  jireveiilad  the  hmer  from  being  used  will,  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  Mini  ily,  the   Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  I 

adapted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administers 
wild  riio  aorWimy  of  ..blailliug  all  their  salutary  and  happy  effecis,  without 
being  followed  I  y  their  disiressmg  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  lullowni"  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interest 
-  -  :uiporlai  t  fi.  ts  connected  with  Hie  administration  nf  the  Kliji 
id  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  bv  Dr.  Wei. I.  wilt  accord 
with  the  experience  ol  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  this  truly 
valuable  remedial  sgeiil  in  his  practice: 
.   Messis.  A.  li.  J:  I).  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I. ,  Jnly  7,  IS  in 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements,  have 
prevented   me  from   answering  yours  before,  requesting  nrv  opinion  of 
McMlwn's  Elixir  or  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  in  its  opefil 
my  practice.    1  liave  frequently  witnessed  iU  effects  in  crsi->  which  ri 
every  oilier  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  nuinher  ol  iiislancea  in  wl 
seem  ed  lo  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  sv  inptnins 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.    I  have  heen  in  the  habit  of  using  il 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  public  use, 
know  of  nn  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  either  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  w  ithout  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  in  the  narcotic  property  of  Opinio  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  wns  followed  li 
statu  resembling  ealalepsy.    The  patient  remained  insensible  for  five  houis 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  vv  ith  a  complete  suspension  of  tefsoriM  pi 
or  voliiion,  without  my  discovering  the  causes;  hot  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  thn  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  Micl 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results,  followed.    I  substi 
luted  the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  nAer 
wards,  and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  trird  before 
I  was  called,  wns  relieved  by  MgMukn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insistiug  that  u  would 
make  her  worse.  I  ventured,  however,  to  Iry  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  sliiniher.  u  ithout  feeling 
any  other  thau  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  uu  ami  emetic  il  is  invards 
liable.  I  might  odd  a  variety  of  other  cases,  bill  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  lo  convince  the 
most  sceptical  thai,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  lo  all  other 
articles  in  use  foi  particular  conditions.       Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  U.  D. 
XT  NOTICE. —  A.  B.&D. SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun- 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  cole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  lfc'41,  and  by  whom  il  has  been  prepared  during  thai 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  coiisumcis  that  no  Elixir  of  Opiu.il 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper  ;  and  all  orders  from  the  '*  Trade 
fore,  to  A .  li.  &  D.  Sands.  Wholesale  Drug? 
Fulton,  New-York.    Sold  also  by  Druggis 


must  he  addressed,  a-  hereto- 
s,l-)l  William-street,  corner  of 
generally. 
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MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 


SESSION    OP  1853- 


The  Thirty-third  Annua!  Course  of  LECTURES  will  com- 
mence on  ihe  first  Monday  in  November,  uuder  the  following 
arrangement,  and  close  on  ilie  last  of  February  : 

JEDED1AH  COIMJ,  if..  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
macy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  Jr.  M.  D.  Adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

L-  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Patho- 
logy. 

T.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

H.  VV.  BAXLEY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical 
Anatomy. 

LAN  DON  C.  RIVES,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

DANIEL  DRAKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  aud  Practice 
and  Clinical  Medicine. 

WM.  H.  COBB,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the  first  of  October, 
and  continued  throughout  the  session.  Every  desirable  facility 
will  be  afforded  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  will  be  delivered  regularly  throughout  the  ses- 
sion, at  the  Commercial  Hospital. 

Preliminary  Lectures,  during  the  month  of  October,  will  be 
delivered  by  members  of  the  Faculty.  This  course  (which  will 
be  free)  will  embrace  Clinical  Lectures  at  the  Hospital,  and 
Lectures  at  the  College.  It  will  not  infringe  on  the  regular 
n  course. 

The  new  College  Building,  just  finished,  will  be  in  readiness 
in  every  respect  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  course  ;  pupils, 
therefore,  may  rely  ou  every  convenience  for  the  prosecution  of 
their  studies. 

Fees — For  the  whole  Course  collectively,  $105  :  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $5;  Dissecting  Ticket,  S10  ;  Hospital  Ticket,  $5; 
Graduation  Fee,  $25. 

Good  Board  (including  fuel  and  lights)  will  average  about 
$2.50  per  week. 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Cinncinatti,  July,  1852. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

SESSION    OP  1852-3. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
the  llth  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  first  day  of  March. 
The  Annual  Commencement  for  conferring  degrees  will  be  held 
early  in  March,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  mouth,  as  formerly. 

ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Institutes  of 
Medicine,  &c. 

ROBERT  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 
and  General  Therapeutics. 

JOSEPH  PANCOAST,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Des- 
criptive, nud  Surgical  Anatomy. 

JOHN  K.  MITCHELL,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Practice  of  Me- 
dicine. 

THOMAS  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Institutes  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

FRANKLIN  BACHE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistrv. 

ELLERSLIE  WALLACE,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  of  October, 
and  during  the  course,  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  will  be  inves- 
tigated, prescribed  for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During 
the  past  year,  two  thousand  and  twenty-nine  cases  were  treated, 
and  three  hundred  and  eight  operations  performed.  Among 
these  were  many  major  operations — an  amputation  of  the  leg, 
thigh,  arm,  band,  mamma;,  &.c.  trephining,  tying  the  carotid, 
extensive  plastic  operations,  resection  of  the  femur  for  ankylosis, 
removal  of  the  superior  and  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone,  reduc- 
tion of  dislocations — some  of  old  standing,  treatment  of  fractures 
of  the  thigh,  arm,  forearm,  &c.  &c. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the  student  to 
attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical  demonstrations  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  Dissecting-rooms  will  be 
open,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the 
Demonstrator. 

FEES. 

Matriculation,  which  is  paid  only  once,  -  $5  00 
Each  Professor,  $15         -       -       -       -      105  00 

Graduation,      -   30  00 

The  number  of  Students  daring  the  last  session  was  506  ;  and 
of  Graduates  228. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D. 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  No.  1  Girard-street. 

July,  1852. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE, 

2VEEDECAI.  DEPARTMENT. 


The  Lectures  in  this  Department  will  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  November  next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  of  February. 

CHARLES  W.  SHORT,  M.  D.  Emeritus  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

BENJAMIN  R.  PALMER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Descriptive 
and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

LUNSFORD  P.  YANDELL,  M  D.  Professor  of  Physio- 
ogy  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

HENRY  MILLER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetric  Medicine. 

LEWIS  ROGERS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics. 

BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,  Jr.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  RICHARDSON,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  Foe  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each  Professor  is 
SI 5,  payable  invariably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library 
Fee  together,  S5.  Graduation  Fee,  $25.  Practical  Anatomy  and 
Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken  at  least  once  before  gra- 
duation.   Rooms  open  from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  students,  will  be 
delivered  during  the  month  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  at  the  Louisville 
Marine  Hospital. 

Ticket  $5,  to  be  taken  onco  before  Graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  established  in  connection  with  the 
University,  at  which  operations  are  performed,  and  cases  pres- 
cribed for  and  lectured  upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

Good  Boarding  can  be  procured  at  from  82  50  to  S3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D. 

August,  1852.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 


FREE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 

SESSION  1852-3. 

ZINA  PITCHER,  M.  D.  Emer.  Prof.  Institutes  of  Medicine 
and  Obstetrics. 

SAMUEL  DENTON,  M.  D.  President,  Prof.  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

ABRAM  SAGER,  M.  D.  Prof.  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children. 

SILAS  H.  DOUGLASS,  M.D.Prof.  Chemistry,  Pharmacy, 
and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

M.  GUNN,  M.  D.  Prof.  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  M.  D.  Secretary,  Prof.  Materia  Medica, 
Therapeutics  and  Physiology. 

EDMUND  ANDREWS,  M.  D.  Assistant  Lecturer  in  Ana- 
tomy and  Demonstrator. 

The  Third  Annual  Session  will  commence  upon  Wednesday, 
the  6lh  day  of  October  next,  and  continue  till  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  April  ensuing.  A  Matriculation  Fee  of  Ten  Dollars  entitles 
to  the  privilege  of  permanent  membership.  Four  Lectures  daily, 
or  a  total  varying  from  five  hundred  and  forty  to  five  hundred 
and  6ixty  during  the  entire  term. 

The  prime  object  of  the  Institution  will  continue  to  be,  to 
carry  out  as  strictly  as  possible,  in  spirit  and  detail,  the  require- 
ments of  the  National  Medical  Association. 

For  further  particulars,  if  desired,  address  the  Secretary  of 
the  Faculty  at  Anu  Arbor,  Mich. 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  Sec. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE, 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

NINTH,  BELOW  LOCUST-STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 
The  Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows: 

WILLIAM  DARRACH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JOHN  WILTBANK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

HENRY  S.  PATTERSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

DAVID  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  M.  ALLEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

FRANCIS  GURNEY  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine. 

WILLIAM  H.  GOBRECHT,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  An- 
atomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1852-3  will  commence  on 
Monday  the  11th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  ensuing  1st 
of  March. 

The  Anatomical  Rooms  will  be  opened  early  in  September, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator 
Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Fees. — Musculation,  $5 ;  to  each  Professor,  $15;  Gradua- 
tion, $30. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Registrar, 
181  N.  Ninth-street,  Phdadelphia. 

August,  1852. 


NEW-Y^RR^D^^OLLEGE. 

The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New- York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  Cth  October,  1852,  and  continue  live 
months. 

Horace  Gbeen,  M.  D.  President  of  the  Faculty,  and  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  H.  Whitaxeb,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and 
Surgical  Anatomy. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
rapeutics. 

B.  Fobdvce  Babkek,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Disease?  of 
Women  and  Children. 

R.  Ogden  Dobemus,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of 
Surgery  with  Surgical  Pathology. 

Edmund  R.  Peasi.ee,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 

Microscopy. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Wednesday  22nd 
of  September,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will 
be  free  to  all  Medical  Students. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  exten- 
sive Museum  fully  representing  external  and  internal  pathology,  together 
with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New- York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass 
those  of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  New-York  Hospital,  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as 
well  as  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the 
city.  A  Surgical  and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  be  held 
weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  sub 
jects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 

Fees.— Matriculation,  S5.  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5.  The  full  course 
$105.    For  the  final  examination,  630. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practise 
his  profession  in  any  part  of  the  State  without  being  subject  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  examinations  from  Medical  Societies. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS, 

Dean  of  the  Facnlty. 

New- York  Medical  College,  ? 
East  Thirteenth-st  near  Broadway,  j 
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Professional  Advertisements  will  be  inserted 
at  the  following  rates,  viz : 

Single  insertion,  for  a  column,  So. 

"       "       12  lines  or  less,  Si. 
Annual  advertisers,  for  a  column,  $10  per  quarter. 

"        12  lines  or  less,  $5.    "  " 
Smaller  advertisements  in  proportion. 
Medical  Colleges,  Lectures,  <fec.  will  be  charged  at 
the  annual  rates,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inser- 
tions, whether  more  or  less  than  a  quarter. 

Subscription". — The  price  of  this  journal  is  $1  per 
annum,  which  must  be  paid  in  advance.  Double  num- 
bers, 12J  cents.    Extra  copies,  $10  per  hundred. 


TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

This  being  a  Double  number,  our  next  issue  will  be 
on  Ike  lath  of  October. 


RECEIPTS,  &c— Drs.  McClaury,  Wooton,  Hunter,  Dewees  2,  Forbcp, 
Y.  llurris,  Valk,  Lobstcin,  Philips,  Bidwell,  Gunn,  Morngne,  Boling,  Elliot, 
Horner,  Dixon.  George,  .loluiion,  Cheesmoud,  Harris,  Andrews,  Whiting, 
MuMn,  Gross,  Bobbins,  Bodinier,  Gallagher,  H.  G.  Cox,  Bibbins,  P.  Kelly, 
Whitlock,  Gaston. 


To  Our  Subscribers.— Take  Notice. 

NEW   SERIES  FOR  1853. 

The  present  number,  by  the  variety  of  its  contents, 
and  the  intrinsic  value  of  several  of  the  articles,  will 
amply  repay  perusal.  The  number  of  wood  cuts,  of 
which  the  present  volume  will  furnish  specimens,  must 
satisfy  our  subscribers,  that  our  materials  and  resources 
have  so  accumulated,  that  such  a  journal  as  the  Ga- 
zette cannot  be  sustained  at  its  low  price,  even  with  its 
present  size  of  thirty-two  pages.  Moreover,  the  call  for 
enlargement  is  so  generally  made  by  our  patrons,  and 
so  pressing  in  view  of  the  original  contributions  which 
arc  monthly  excluded  for  want  of  room,  that  we  are 
making  arrangements  to  begin  the  next  volume,  in  Ja- 
nuary, by  issuing  each  number  in  an  improved  dress, 
stitched  in  covers,  with  postage  prepaid,  at  two  dollars 
per  annum,  payable  in  advance.  No  subscriber  will  be 
received  for  less  than  six  months,  for  which  one  dollar 
must  be  remitted,  or  the  paper  cannot  be  sent. 

We  give  this  early  notice,  that  remittances  for  the 
next  volume  may  be  conformed  to  the  new  terms. 
Those  who  send  but  one  dollar,  will  only  receive  the 
Gazette  of  the  new  series  for  six  months  for  the  year 
1853,  unless  advance  payment  is  made  in  time.  Two 
dollars  will  pay  for  the  entire  volume. 


Apology. 

"We  are  unable  to  supply  the  demand  for  the  last 
number  of  the  Gazette,  containing  the  expose  of  literary 
piracy,  by  our  neighbor,  the  "  pecuniary  Professor,"  as 
the  whole  edition  is  exhausted,  except  those  laid  aside 
for  binding  in  volumes  at  the  close  of  the  year.  A  new 
edition  of  the  literary  curiosity  will  be  ready  for  circula- 
tion among  the  students  at  the  opening  of  the  lectures. 
Those  who  are  too  impatient  to  wait  till  then,  will  find 
the  "  psychological  phenomenon  "  at  full  length  in  the 
Scalpel  for  August,  which  is  fortunately  stereotyped, 
for  we  learn  that  the  edition  of  5000  copies  has  been 
already  taken  up.  The  Professor  is  destined  to  a  mor- 
td  immortality  as  he  deserves  to  be,  for  the  records  of 
the  "  Curiosities  of  Literature  "  will  be  searched  in  vain, 
for  his  compeer  in  this  departmeut.  Primus  intra  pares ! 


Failures  in  Delivery. 

Our  city  subscribers  are  again  notified  that  their 
numbers  are  regularly  mailed  and  pre-paid,  so  that  the 
responsibility  for  failures  in  delivery,  is  with  the  city 
Post  Office.  We  regret  that  there  are  so  many  com- 
plaints of  the  non-receipt  of  the  Gazette,  but  we  have 
no  remedy,  other  than  to  supply  all  deficiencies,  by  du- 
plicate numbers  when  notice  is  given. 


33T  Our  acknowledgments  are  due  to  a  few  of  our 
delinquent  subscribers  for  having  paid  up  their  arrears, 
but  there  are  too  many  who  have  forgotten  or  neglected 
to  remit  the  small  sum  due  from  each,  which  in  the 
aggregate,  would  be  of  importance  to  meet  the  expen- 
ses of  this  publication.  We  cannot  afford  to  extend  our 
forbearance  beyond  the  first  of  January  next. 

In  continuing  our  double  number  monthly,  instead 
of  a  single  sheet  bi-weekly,  as  formerly,  we  have  been 
enabled  to  insert  longer  articles,  and  increase  the  varie- 
ty and  interest  of  the  Gazette.  But  we  find  our  pre- 
sent form  inadequate  to  meet  the  demand  upon  our 
columns,  and  are  hence  obliged  to  delay  and  postpone 
the  favors  of  our  correspondents.  We  hope  to  enlarge 
at  the  close  of  the  volume,  and  take  place  among  the 
monthlies  in  a  new  and  improved  dress.  We  are  en- 
couraged to  take  this  course  by  the  kindly  expression  of 
opinion,  and  the  greetings  which  are  daily  received  from 
our  subscribers  at  home  and  abroad,  all  of  whom  concur 
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in  their  estimate  of  our  labors,  and  the  usefulness  of 
this  journal  as  at  present  conducted  ;  and  give  promise 
of  renewed  efforts  to  extend  our  circulation. 

If  each  of  our  patrons  would  send  us  one  new  sub- 
scriber, the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  Gazette  would 
be  beyond  a  peradventure.  Who  will  respond  to  this 
call  ?  The  back  volumes  can  still  be  furnished  to  new 
subscribers. 

Among  the  improvements  for  which  arrangements 
are  made,  we  shall  commence  in  November  a  course  of 
lectures  on  Uterine  Disjilacements,  by  Professor  Barker, 
of  the  New- York  Medical  College,  a  subject  upon  which 
there  is  more  ignorance,  blundering  and  quackery,  in 
the  profession  as  well  as  out  of  it,  than  iu  any  other 
branch  of  the  obstetric  art.  The  clinical  lectures  of 
Professor  Carnochan,  so  highly  appreciated  by  the  pro- 
fession will  be  continued,  commencing  Lithotrity  in  the 
next  number.  Dr.  W.  C.  Bowen  is  preparing  a  series 
of  papers  upon  malarious  fevers,  which  we  shall  pub- 
lish as  soon  as  we  can  make  room,  and  we  have  the  pro- 
mise of  a  number  of  other  original  contributors  as  regu- 
lar correspondents.  Illustrations  by  wood  cuts  will  be 
more  frequent  hereafter,  and  if  our  friends  will  exert 
themselves  to  increase  our  subscription  list  for  the  new 
series,  we  can  safely  promise  to  increase  the  usefulness 
and  practical  character  of  the  Gazette,  without  any 
change  in  the  variety  of  the  editorial  department,  which 
will  as  heretofore  criticize  and  expose  eveiy  phase  of 
quackery,  in  the  medical  schools  or  elsewhere,  and  pro-  \ 
serve  a  record  of  passing  events  in  medical  politics  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Thus  far  the  increase  of  our  patronage  has  encou- 
raged us  to  take  a  higher  rank  among  the  Medical  Jour- 
nals of  the  country,  by  the  improvements  here  an- 
nounced in  the  size  and  appearance  of  the  publication. 
All  subscribers  to  the  new  series  will  regularly  receive 
their  numbers  free  of  postage. 


Philadelphia   College   of  Medicine. 

The  announcement  for  the  next  session  of  this  School  j 
is  accompanied  by  a  full  report  of  the  Corporators,  and 
a  catalogue  of  the  alumni  of  the  College  during  the -five 
years  of  its  existence.  By  this  document  it  appears 
that  already  the  matriculants  of  this  young  school  num- 
ber 1002,  of  whom  278  have  graduated.  The  double 
session  during  the  last  year  shows  212  students  and  63 
graduates,  which  betokens  great  prosperity. 

The  re-organization  of  the  Faculty,  will  doubtle-s  I 
contribute  to  promote  its  still  greater  success.    We  \ 
observe  that  Dr.  Van  Dyke  takes  the  chair  of  Medicine,  } 
which  includes  Institutes  and  Practice;  Dr.  Bryan  is  ; 
transferred  to  Surgery,  Dr.  Fickhardt  to  Materia  Medi- 
ca,  and  Dr.  John  K.  Mason  is  appointed  to  Obstetrics. 
Dr.  McClintock  retains  the  chair  of  Anatomy,  and  Dr. 
Carr  that  of  Chemistry,  in  both  of  which  departments 
these  gentlemen  are  known  to  excel.    Professor  Goad- 
by  is  appointed  to  the  new  chair  of  Histology,  and 
David  Paul  Brown,  Esq.  to  that  of  Forensic  Medicine. 


Such  an  array  of  talent  as  is  now  presented  by  this  col- 
lege cannot  fail  to  add  to  its  reputation,  and  commend 
the  school  to  the  confidence  and  favor  of  the  profession 
and  the  public. 


"  The    Lowest  Deep." 

The  N.  W.  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  Chica- 
go, is  out  in  defence  of  the  Rush  Medical  College, 
against  the  charges  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Indiana  Medi- 
cal College  at  La  Porte,  to  which  reference  was  made 
in  our  last  number.  The  following  precious  disclosure 
has  been  the  fruit  of  the  strife  for  students  between 
these  two  medical  schools,  in  cheapening  medical  edu- 
cation. 

It  seems  that  an  agreement  was  made  between  these 
two  colleges,  the  fees  of  each  being  $65,  that  all  stu- 
dents should  be  required  to  pay  at  least  one  half  this 
sum,  viz.  $32i  in  advance,  and  give  a  note  with  approv- 
ed security  for  the  balance. 

Within  thirty-two  days  of  the  date  of  this  agree- 
ment, the  La  Porte  college  violated  the  agreement  by 
procuring  a  law  authorizing  them  to  take  two  students 
from  each  county  in  Indiana  for  half  price,  on  a  certifi- 
cate, from  the  pauper  commissioners  that  they  were 
poor  and  worthy.  This  certificate  being  taken  as  cash, 
and  credit  given  for  the  other  half  of  the  fees,  nullified 
the  aforesaid  agreement  which  was  designed  to  prevent 
either  college  from  receiving  any  student  without  pay- 
ing one  half  the  fees  in  advance.  Whereupon  we  are 
told  "  on  the  discovery  of  this  trick  "  the  Chicago  col- 
lege lowered  their  fees  to  §25  for  a  full  course.  Tl.e 
secret  of  this  cheap  manufactory  of  doctors  is  now  out. 
Oh  temporal  Oh  mores!    What  are  we  coming  to? 


Literary   Piracy   of  Dr.  Bedford. 

A  correspondent  calls  our  attention  to  several  cases 
of  wholesale  plagiarism,  showing  that  Dr.  Bedford  is 
not  "  alone  in  his  glory."  The  worthies  he  names  as 
meriting  a  place  among  the  imitators  of  the  "  Professor 
of  Gas,"  are  Dr.  Bostwick's  piracy  on  Ricord  : — Dr. 
Ross's  original  work  on  Health ; — the  celebrated  Dr. 
Fitch,  on  Consumption  ; — and  the  late  book  on  Medical 
Alchemy,  by  that  prince  of  humbugs,  Doctor  B.  Brown 
Williams  !  neither  of  whom  could  make  a  book  except 
on  the  principle  of  Dr.  Bedford's  lecture,  and  the  world 
renowned  vender  of  brooms  ;  the  latter  of  whom  con- 
fessed that  the  reason  he  could  undersell  his  rivals  was, 
that  while  '•  they  only  stole  the  stuff,  he  stole  his  brooms 
ready  made!" 


Dr.   Bedford's   Organ,   again  ! 

In  another  part  of  this  paper,  we  have  inserted  the 
Northern  and  the  Southern  repudiation  of  this  filthy 
sheet.  In  further  corroboration  of  the  universal  exe- 
cration of  the  profession,  which  we  predicted  from  the 
contemptible  trash  with  which  its  columns  are  filled, 
must  soon  overtake  it,  we  give  place  to  the  following 
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spontaneous  rebuke  from  the  estimable  editor  of  the 
New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter.  The  italics  are  our 
own. 

"  '  Nelson's  Northern  Lancet.'  We  must  respect- 
fully decline  any  further  exchange  or  communication 
with  tliis  Journal  until  it  is  prepared  to  pursue  a  course 
different  from  what  it  has  of  late.  Month  after  month 
we  find  it  filled,  in  both  the  editorial  and  correspon- 
dence department,  with  vituperation  and  abuse  of  honor- 
able members  of  the  profession  in  different  sections  of 
the  country.  We  are  sorry  it  has  thus  forsaken  the 
legitimate  path  of  a  journal  devoted  to  the-interests  and 
advancement  of  a  benevolent  science,  and  sold  itself  to 
a  course  calculated  to  degrade  that  science  in  the  eyes 
of  its  enemies.  We  are  sorry,  too,  to  find  (admitting 
the  fairness  of  the  Lancet's  '  correspondence  '  list)  that, 
so  many  have  found  their  way  into  the  profession  who, 
by  anonvmons  communications,  are  ready  to  uphold  it 
in  so  disreputable  a  course.  The  loss  of  such  men  from 
the  subscription  lists  of  journals  legitimately  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  science  is  a  gain  rather  than  a  loss. 

*'  We  take  it  that  the  horde  of  anonymous  contribu- 
tors to  the  Lancet  are  graduates  principally  of  the 
University  of  the  city  of  New-  York,  and  hope,  for  the 
prosperity  of  that  Institution,  that  that  journal  is  not  a 
'  by  authority  '  defender  of  its  acts  and  doings." 


Medical  News. 

Two  new  Medical  Colleges  are  announced,  viz.  :  one 
in  Cincinnati,  called  the  Miami  Medical  College,  of  | 
which  Dr.  Mussey  appears  to  be  the  head,  and  another  j 
at  Savannah,  Georgia,  with  which  Dr.  Arnold  is  con- 
nec'ted.  Tin's  makes  forty-three  in  tile  country,  if  we  j 
have  been  able  to  count  them  accurately,  without  in-  i 
eluding  the  Eclectic,  Homoeopathic  and  Feminine  col-  j 
leges. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  continued  ill-health  of 
Dr.  John  G.  Adams,  of  our  city  has  constrained  his  re- 
tirement  from  the  Medical  Times,  as  editor  and  pro-  j 
prietor.    Dr.  Bulkier  assumes  the  conduct  of  the  jour-  : 
nal  after  this  date,  as  announced  in  the  last  number.  j 

Dr.  A.  K.  Gardner  of  this  city  has  lately  received  j 
the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Harvard  University.  This  ! 
honorary  mark  of  distinction  is  worthily  bestowed. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Rogers  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  j 
brother  of  the  late  incumbent,  has  been  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
We  had  supposed  that  this  chair  would  have  been  filled 
by  our  fellow  citizen  Dr.  Draper,  rather  than  that  he  should 
continue  in  the  sinking  ship  here.  But  Dr.  Rogers  is  an 
able  and  estimable  man  who  cannot  fail  to  sustain  the 
reputation  he  has  already  acquired  in  his  new  position. 

A  quack  doctor  is  under  arrest  at  Newark,  New 
Jersey,  for  propagating  the  small  pox  by  inoculation. 
He  has  very  properly  been  committed  for  manslaughter. 

Dr.  Brown  Seguard,  of  Paris,  proposes  a  course  of 
lectures  in  this  city  on  electro-physiology,  illustrated  by 
numerous  vivisections.  The  editor  of  the  Times  humane- 


ly suggests  that  the  animals  thus  sacritied  at  the  shrine 
of  science,  be  first  subjected  to  chloroform. 

Dr.  Pulvermacher's  portable  hydro-electric  voltaic 
chain  is  about  to  be  introduced  to  the  profession  of 
this  city. 

The  Tannate  of  Quinine  is  introduced  into  the  Pari- 
sian Codex  in  consequence  of  the  favorable  report  of 
:  the  Academy,  after  a  trial  of  its  virtues.  It  is  said  to  be 
!  preferable  to  either  the  Sulphate,  or  the  Bark  itself, 
j  De  Luc  &  Co.  have  it  on  sale, 
j   

College   of  Physician*  and  Surgeons. 

The  suit  at  law  against  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of 
■  this  College,  for  refusing  to  admit  a  colored  young  man 
'  to  their  graduating  class,  came  before  the  Hon.  Judge 
i  Edmonds  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  few  days  since,  and 
]  elicited  a  formal  opinion  and  decision  on  some  point  of 
i  the  case,  which  has  been  published.    Like  some  other 
;  documents  recently  emanating  from  the  same  source, 
!  the  opinion  is  a  little  so,  and  a  little  not  so,  on  both 
sides  and  on  neither  side,  a  specimen  of  non-committal- 
ism which  serves  to  anchor  the  Judge  himself  with  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  exactly  abreast  of  "  Point  no 
Point."  The  judgment  may  be  a  very  learned  one,  but 
it  strikes  us  as  one  of  the  fruits  of  spiritual  rapping, 
about  as  intelligible  and  useful  as  the  revelations  lately 
made  under  the  Hon.  Judge's  name  from  the  ghost  of 
William  Penn,  and  sundry  other  spirits  of  the  departed. 


Surgery  in   the  Country. 

That  veteran  in  the  profession,  Dr.  A.  Trowbridge, 
of  Watertown,  New- York,  since  the  year  1809,  has 
performed  the  operation  of  lithotomy  eighteen  times 
with  uniform  success;  and  has  recently  performed  am- 
putation for  the  eighty-eighth  time,  within  the  same 
period,  nearly  all  of  which  have  been  successful.  So 
much  for  country  surgery,  which  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  the  best  statistics  of  city  surgeons  any  where. 


Rev.   Dr.   Van   Klceck's  Address. 

The  following  brief  extract  is  inserted  from  the  dis- 
course pronounced  recently  at  the  funeral  of  Horatio 
Walsh  Brinsmade,  the  lamented  son  of  the  estimable 
Dr.  Brinsmade  of  Troy. 

"  There  lies  before  us  a  young  man,  who  was  just 
entering  upon  life  with  high  hopes  and  bright  prospects 
— an  only  son,  an  only  brother,  cherished  and  doated 
on  as  few  are  loved — one  who  from  childhood  has  been 
all  that  fond  parental  pride  and  love  could  wish,  en- 
dowed by  nature  with  fine  powers  of  intellect,  which 
were  well  cultivated  and  developed  by  diligent  study, 
and  a  thorough  education — one  who  through  his  col- 
lege course  maintained  a  character  free  from  reproach, 
and  was  alike  respected  and  beloved  by  his  instructors 
and  companions — one  of  warm  affections,  '  tuned  to 
finer  issues,'  formed  for  the  highest,  holiest  sensibilities 
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of  love  and  friendship,  and  who  was  prized  and  cherish- 
ed as  a  friend  by  many  a  noble  and  ingenuous  youth — 
one  who  was  not  only  free  from  the  vices  to  which  his  age 
and  circumstances  were  exposed,  but  even  from  youth- 
ful follies,  too — his  tastes  pure  and  elevated,  his  wishes 
moderate,  his  views  true  and  just — he  was  conscientious, 
noble,  high-minded,  honorahle,  and  as  well  fitted  to 
adorn  as  to  enjoy  the  life  which  God  had  given  him. 

"He  had  chosen  for  his  future  course  in  life  the  medi- 
cal profession,  and  had  entered  on  its  high  pursuit  with 
diligence  and  ardor.  In  one  short  year  he  had  so  com- 
mended himself  to  his  instructors,  and  made  such  rapid 
progress  and  proficiency,  as  to  give  high  hopes  and 
good  promise  of  success  and  usefulness.  And  here,  in 
passing,  let  me  say  of  this  high  and  honorable  calling, 
that  it  is  second  only  in  importance  and  in  dignity,  to  the 
sacred  ministry  of  the  Gospel  and  the  church  of  Christ. 
It  shares  with  us  the  best  opportunities  of  seeing  and 
knowing  the  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power  of  God,  in 
that  '  we  are  so  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made,'  and  in 
all  the  mystery  of  life  and  of  death.  It  is  brought  with 
us  into  close,  familiar,  and  endearing  contact,  with  many 
and  affecting  scenes  of  sorrow,  and  of  suffering,  well 
calculated  to  draw  out  the  finer  feelings  and  tendcrest 
sympathies  of  our  common  nature,  and  it  is  called  with 
us  to  tread  with  silent,  solemn  step, — 

'  The  chamber  where  the  good  man  meets  his  fate, 
'  Privileged  beyond  the  common  walks  of  virtuous  life, 
•  Quite  on  the  verge  of  Heaven,' 

and  there  may  see,  appreciate,  and  admire  the  power 
and  consolations  of  religion  in  the  weary  hours  of  sick- 
ness, and  on  the  bed  of  death. 

"  If  the  poet  said  with  truth — 

'  An  undevout  astronomer  is  mad,' 
then  how  sad,  how  strange  the  anomaly  of  one  well 
taught  in  all  the  laws  and  mysteries  of  human  life,  dis- 
ease and  death,  and  ever  conversant  with  scenes  of 
sorrow  and  of  suffering,  and  with  the  need  and  power 
of  Christian  faith  and  hope,  and  yet  careless,  undevout, 
and  unbelieving.  Would  to  God  that  all  the  members 
of  this  honorable  profession  were  not  only  skilful  and 
beloved  physicians  of  the  body,  but  humble  and  devout 
believers  in  the  truth  and  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.  They 
thus  might  be  with  us,  our  fellow  workers  and  fellow 
helpers,  unto  the  Gospel  of  God,  and  turn  to  good  ac- 
count that  tender  love  and  full  implicit  confidence, 
which  is  their  recompense  for  kind  and  faithful  services. 
By  timely  warnings  of  danger,  which  would  be  from 
them  received  and  heeded,  by  opening  up  the  way  for 
us,  and  commending  to  the  sick  the  soothing  and  sus- 
taining power  of  prayer,  and  judicious  services  and  con- 
solations, or  by  a  word  in  season,  of  exhortation  and  of 
comfort,  which  would  aid  their  treatment  of  the  body, 
and  elevate  each  member  of  the  healing  art  to  the  high 
dignity  and  privilege  of  '  a  physician  of  the  soul,'  they 
might  do  much,  very  much,  to  soothe  the  fainting  heart, 
restore  the  failing  flesh,  give  to  the  body  health,  and 
profit  to  the  soul.    Such  a  physician,  had  his  life  been 


spared,  wc  have  every  reason  to  believe  our  young  friend 
would  have  been — adding  to  knowledge,,  judgment,  and 
experience  of  mere  human  power,  the  skill  and  kindness 
of  a  tender  sympathy  and  christian  faith. 

"  But  soon  and  suddenly  there  was  discovered  that 
an  insidious  worm,  at  the  root  of  this  high  health  and 
manly  form,  had  begun  its  fearful  work,  and  a  chilling 
blight,  and  dark  and  gathering  shadows  came  over  these 
bright  prospects  and  these  budding  hopes.  A  short, 
but  weary,  illness  of  four  months,  of  alternate  fears  and 
hopes,  have  weakened  bis  strength  in  the  way,  have 
broken  off  his  noble  purposes,  and  our  fond  hopes,  and 
here  he  lies,  with  only  twenty  summers  o'er  his  head, 
and  we  are  gathered  in  sorrow  and  sadness,  for  bis 
early  burial." 


Bnrns  and  Scalds. 

There  is  no  practical  subject  in  our  profession,  in 
which  the  disastrous  and  fatal  effects  of  mal-treatment 
by  medical  men,  as  well  as  the  mischiefs  of  popular  ig- 
norance are  more  apparent,  than  in  the  remedies  resort- 
ed to  in  the  cases  of  scalds  and  burns,  now  unhappily 
so  frequent  in  our  country,  by  reason  of  the  murderous 
recklessness  of  human  life  in  the  men  entrusted  with  our 
public  conveyances,  in  which  steam  is  employed. 

So  long  ago  as  1830,  in  the  first  American  edition 
of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary,  published  by  the  Har- 
pers of  this  city,  Ave  took  occasion  to  urge  upou-the 
profession  and  the  public,  the  importance  of  a  better 
philosophy  and  practice  in  the  medical  management  of 
the  mischiefs  resulting  from  such  accidents,  than  that 
usually  in  vogue.  We  then  stated  the  results  of  our 
experience  for  ten  years  in  the  treatment  of  scalds  and 
burns  by  the  instant  application  of  wheat  flour,  an 
article  always  at  hand,  and  the  perseverance  in  this  ap- 
plication alone  until  all  the  acute  inflammation  had  sub- 
sided. Our  theory  and  practice  thus  promulgated,  was 
approved  and  recommended  in  the  then  forthcoming 
edition  in  London,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper  himself,  and 
has  since  found  its  way  without  credit  into  numerous 
publications  at  home  and  abroad.  Even  in  the  late 
Therapeutical  work  of  Dr.  T.  D.  Mitchell  of  Philadel- 
phia, this  identical  practice  is  ascribed  to  Dr.  John  Tho- 
mas of  England!  who  in  1832  called  the  attention  of 
the  profession  thereto  as  we  are  told  in  the  Ohio  Medi- 
cal Lyceum  ;  two  years  after  our  publication  as  afore- 
said, and  twelve  years  after  our  testimony  to  its  efficacy 
had  been  published. 

But  waiving  the  unimportant  subject  of  priority,  we 
are  grieved  to  learn  from  the  public  press  that  such 
multitudes  are  annually  perishing  by  scalds  in  steam- 
boats, and  from  burns  by  camphene,  spirit  gas,  and  other- 
wise; nearly  all  of  whom,  however  severely  burned,  we 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  might  be  preserved  from  a  fatal 
result  if  this  simple  practice  were  adopted  immediately 
after  such  accidents.  Instead  of  this  however,  we  hear 
of  the  application  of  cold  water,  lead  water,  molasses, 
oils,  cotton,  "pain  extractors,"  &c.  &c.  accompanied 
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almost  uniformly  by  the  death  of  the  sufferer,  and  often 
"  after  lingering  in  excruciating  torture  "  for  days  or 
hours. 

Now  it  ought  to,  be  promulgated  to  the  profession, 
and  for  humanity  sake  to  be  known  to  the  whole  people, 
that  in  any  case  of  burn  or  scald,  however  extensive,  all 
the  acute  suffering  of  the  patient  may  be  at  once  and 
permanently  relieved,  and  that  in  a  moment  of  time,  by 
sprinkling  over  the  injured  surface  a  thick  layer  of 
wheat  flour  by  the  hand,  or  what  is  better,  by  a  dredg- 
ing box.  Every  vestige  of  pain  produced  by  such  in- 
juries is  instantly  removed,  and  the  sufferer  not  only  es- 
capes the  shock  to  the  nervous  system  accompanying 
such  torture,  but  will  generally  fall  into  a  quiet  sleep 
the  moment  the  atmospheric  temperature  is  thus  ex- 
cluded from  the  wounds. 

Why  then  should  persons  thus  injured  be  allowed 
to  die  with  intense  agony,  occasioned  by  burns  and  scalds, 
as  they  often  do,  if  not  without  treatment  by  the  appli- 
cations so  often  made,  many  of  which  augment  their 
sufferings,  and  render  such  injuries  irreparable.  Even 
in  the  late  explosion  on  board  the  Reindeer,  it  is  said 
that  many  of  the  scalded  lived  for  hours,  suffering  all 
the  time  from  their  external  injuries,  and  then  treated 
with  raw  cotton,  lime  water  and  linseed  oil,  &c.  <fcc. 
until  they  were  dead.  Not  »  pang  need  have  been  en- 
dured beyond  the  time  necessary  to  apply  the  flour, 
which  must  have  been  at  hand,  if  the  ignorance  of  their 
friends,  and  the  antiquated  prejudices  of  their  medical 
advisers,  had  not  led  them  to  rely  upon  the  miserable 
substitutes  which  superstition  has  canonized  for  centu- 
ries. And  so,  we  affirm  of  every  case  of  burn  and 
scald,  even  if  the  entire  surface  has  suffered. 

In  the  New- York  and  Bellevue  Hospitals  this  mode 
of  treating  burns  has  been  long  in  use ;  until  recently, 
as  we  learn,  the  same  object  has  been  effected  at  the 
former  institution  by  the  analogous  method  of  covering 
the  injured  parts  with  a  mucilage  of  Gum  Arabic,  so  as 
to  protect  the  denuded  surface  from  the  atmosphere, 
and  which  the  surgeons  there  prefer  to  the  flour  in  some 
cases,  where  the  weight  of  the  latter  becomes  an  incon- 
venience. To  this  method  we  make  no  objection,  but 
having  for  so  many  years  employed  the  flour  alone,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  other  agents,  and  in  every  variety 
and  extent  of  injuries  by  fire,  we  have  thus  reiterated 
our  testimony,  and  as  this  agent  is  found  in  every  house, 
and  can  be  instantly  procured  with  more  readiness  than 
any  of  the  other  articles  named,  we  give  it  the  prefe- 
rence over  all  others.  And  we  repeat  our  full  persua- 
sion that  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  those  perishing  by 
burns  and  scalds,  need  succumb  under  their  injuries  if 
they  were  at  once,  or  as  soon  after  as  may  be,  covered 
with  wheat  flour.  We  have  applied  it  successfully, 
after  numerous  other  remedies  had  been  unsuccessful, 
and  when  many  hours  had  elapsed  after  the  accident. 
To  give  this  suggestion  to  the  people,  and  scatter  it 
broadcast  over  the  land,  will  save  a  multitude  of  lives  in 
a  single  year. 
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Cholera. 

We  must  decline  the  articles  sent  us  on  this  subject 
as  their  insertion  would  do  no  good,  and  their  publica- 
tion might  possibly  help  the  panic-makers,  of  whom 
there  are  many  who  might  be  better  employed.  A  few 
sporadic  cases,  and  these  generally  amenable  to  rational 
treatment,  are  all  that  have  appeared  in  New-York  dur- 
ing the  present  summer.  There  has  been  no  semblance 
of  an  epidemic  visitation,  nor  can  there  be  any  just 
ground  for  anticipating  it  now,  notwithstanding  the  sad 
condition  of  Rochester,  Buffalo,  and  other  Western 
towns  in  the  state. 

The  only  fatal  cases  we  have  heard  of  in  New-York 
this  year,  are  the  score  or  more  which  have  occurred 
among  the  inmates  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  where  the 
number  of  deaths  by  Cholera  have  exactly  equalled  the 
number  of  cases  ;  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  since 
they  were  all  victimized,  as  it  is  said,  by  the  "  saline 
treatment,"  the  mischiefs  of  which  have  been  proved  to 
be  worse  than  the  Cholera.  From  the  latter,  recovery 
is  possible  sometimes  ;  from  the  former,  never.  Surely 
some  men  are  behind  the  age. 


Mr.  Wolfe's  Circular. 

The  following  is  a  copy  ,of  a  Circular  letter,  which 
has  been  extensively  mailed  to  medical  men  all  over  the 
country. 

TO  PHYSICIANS  THROUGHOUT  THE  UNITED  STATES.  ^ 

Deeming  it  unnecessary  to  remind  any  regular  member  of  the 
Medical  profession,  of  the  established  Medical  properties  of  Pure 
Holland  Gin,  in  many  diseases  of  dropsical  tendency,  I  respect- 
fully invite  your  examination  to  a  very  superior  article,  manufac- 
tured by  myself  exclusively,  at  Schiedam,  in  Holland,  by  a  pro- 
cess peculiar  to  my  own  Factory.  It  is  flavored  and  medicated, 
not  by  the  common  harsh  berry,  but  by  the  choice  botanical 
variety  of  the  aromatic  Italian  Juniper  Berry,  whose  more  vinous 
extract  is  distilled  and  rectified  with  its  spirituous  solvent,  and  thus 
becomes  a  concentrated  tincture,  of  exquisite  flavor  and  aroma, 
altogether  transcendent,  in  its  cordial  and  medicinal  properties,  to 
any  Holland  Gin  heretofore  known. 

Amid  the  influx  of  inferior  distillations  with  which  the  market 
is  now  flooded,  physicians  find  no  little  difficulty  in  procuring  a 
good  and  pure  Gin,  which  they  can  prescribe  with  confidence  in 
its  beneficial  effects.  As  an  importer  of  twenty  years'  standing, 
in  the  City  of  New-York,  and  possessing  a  matured  experience  in 
the  manufacture  of  Holland  Gin  especially,  I  beg  to  submit  to 
your  attention  my  "  Aromatic  Schiedam  Schnapps,"  as  one 
which  canuot  fail  to  realize  your  utmost  expectations,  and  I  sha  I 
be  happy  to  forward  to  you  a  bottle  of  it,  free  of  charge,  in  answer 
to  a  letter  intimating  your  readiness  to  accept  it. 

It  is  now  scarcely  six  months  since  I  have  prepared  and  dis- 
tributed my  Schiedam  Gin  exclusively  for  medicinal  purposes  ; 
yet,  within  that  brief  period  I  have  received  numerous  letters, 
both  from  physicians  and  patients,  testifying  to  its  really  extraor- 
dinary efficacy  In  Gravel,  Incipient  Dropsy,  and  affections  of  the 
Kidneys  and  Bladder  generally  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
would  yield  similar  results,  with  precision  and  certainty,  in  your 
own  professional  experience. 

UDOLPHO  WOLFE.  Importer, 

No.  22  Beaver  street,  New-York. 
The  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  in  acknowledging  its  receipt,  evinces  no  little 
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hostility  to  the  introduction  of  this  article,  as  we  infer 
from  his  ironical  fear  that  the  diseases  for  which  it  is 
prescribed  will  be  sadly  on  the  increase  when  the  long 
concealed  virtues  of  genuine  gin  are  fairly  made  known." 
He  thus  insinuates  that  multitudes  will  take  the 
"  Schnapps  "  for  the  sake  of  the  alcohol  it  contains. 

We  cannot  forbear  amusing  ourselves  at  the  idea 
that  such  fears  should  be  expressed  "  down  east "  as 
far  as  Boston,  where  we  supposed  that  the  Temperance 
reformation  had  done  its  work  so  effectually  that  there 
was  little  danger  of  any  relapse;  much  less  that  an 
old  and  well  known  medical  agent  could  be  perverted 
from  its  legitimate  use,  and  under  the  pretence  of  dis- 
ease, be  employed  as  a  beverage. 

Neither  the  present  law  of  Massachusetts,  nor  the 
Maine  law  itself  prohibit,  or  were  ever  designed  to  pro- 
hibit the  strictly  medical  use  of  alcoholic  combinations, 
but  on  the  contrary  expressly  provide  for  the  supply  of 
alcohol  in  every  form,  for  medical  purposes,  by  officers 
appointed  by  the  state.  Against  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors  as  a  beverage  are  these  new  laws  arrayed,  and 
hence  in  this  aspect  alone  is  the  sale  interdicted. 

There  can  be  no  foundation  for  the  fears  expressed 
by  our  neighbor  of  the  Boston  Journal,  for  the  author 
of  the  circular  addressed  to  the  physicians  of  the  United 
States  simply  announces  the  manufacture  of  pure  Hol- 
land Gin,  exclusively  prepared  for  medicinal  purposes  : 
and  so  far  as  is  apparent,  it  is  to  be  prescribed  by  me- 
dical men  in  the  diseases  to  which  its  therapeutic  vir- 
tues are  adapted,  and  in  these  alone.  We  of  the  old 
school  of  physicians  can  distinctly  remember  the  time 
when  pure  Holland  Gin  was  regarded  as  a  valuable  and 
highly  useful  article  of  the  Materia  Medica,  and  pres- 
cribed with  confidence  and  success  in  a  great  variety  of 
diseases.  And  though  we  have  lived  to  see  the  article 
pass  almost  out  of  use  by  physicians  and  patients,  yet 
this  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  it  has  long  become 
next  to  impossible  to  procure  the  genuine  article,  which 
has  been  substituted  in  commerce  by  vile  compounds 
of  alcohol  with  the  oil  of  juniper,  turpentine,  <fec.  and 
sold  as  Holland  Gin,  though  found  on  trial,  not  only  to 
be  destitute  of  the  medical  virtues  known  to  reside  in 
the  pure  article,  but  to  produce  injurious  effects  upon 
the  stomach,  kidneys  and  bladder.  Hence  the  medical 
use  of  Gin  has  been  to  a  great  extent  abandoned,  and 
physicians  have  substituted  tinctures  and  decoctions  of 
Juniper  in  combination  with  other  diuretics,  and  this  for 
the  sole  reason  that  the  pure  and  genuine  article  could 
not  be  procured  in  this  country. 

The  object  of  this  circular  of  Mr.  Wolfe  is  to  re- 
establish in  the  profession,  their  long  lost  confidence  in 
Holland  Gin  as  a  remedy  of  great  efficiency,  by  an- 
nouncing an  article  of  so  pure  a  character  that  they 
may  be  assured  of  finding  it  reliable,  and  possessing  all 
its  ancient  curative  properties,  which  will  be  exemplified 
by  the  trial  which  he  invites,  and  for  which  he  liberally 
supplies  medical  men  disposed  to  test  it  by  experiment. 
As  he  claims  to  prepare  it  by  a  peculiar  process  of 


distillation,  employing  only  choice  and  superior  materials, 
procured  only  at  his  manufactory  at  Schiedam  in  Hol- 
land, he  has  given  it  the  name  of  "  Aromatic  Schiedam 
Schnapps  "  to  protect  the  reputation  of  his  manufacture 
by  distinguishing  it  from  all  spurious  imitations  or  coun- 
terfeits, falsely  assuming  the  name  of  Holland  Gin,  but 
having  no  claim  to  any  medical  or  curative  virtues. 

For  ourselves,  we  know  nothing  of  the  merit6  of  Mr. 
Wolfe's  article  by  personal  experience  of  its  use,  and 
mean  to  give  it  a  trial.  But  we  do  know  that  pure 
Holland  Gin  in  former  years,  has,  under  our  observation, 
given  salutary  and  highly  useful  results  in  various  dis- 
eases. And  if  this  new  manufacture  shall  prove  itself 
on  trial  to  be  equal  to  that  formerly  in  vogue,  among 
physician?,  in  quality  and  utility,  the  profession  and  the 
public  will  be  under  obligations  to  Mr.  Wolfe. 


Gleanings   from   the   Philadelphia  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

A  new  school  to  teach  Dentistry  will  begin  its  first 
session  in  Philadelphia  in  October  next.  We  know 
some  of  the  members  of  the  faculty,  and  feel  certain 
that  they  will  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  College. 
Querc  :  Are  Dentists  who  graduate  in  Medical  Colleges, 
but  do  not  practice  medicine,  doctors?  And  if  so, 
should  they  be  admitted  to  membership  in  County  and 
other  Medical  Societies? 

Dr.  Martin  complains  that  no  public  honors  await 
even  the  most  successful  medical  men.  Would  honors 
or  titles  from  Government  stimulate  medical  men  to 
greater  labor  in  their  profession  ?  or  add  to  the  dignity 
and  usefulness  of  medicine  by  attaching  greater  talent 
to  its  ranks  1 

The  Medical  Colleges  throughout  this  great  conntry 
are  mustering  their  forces,  re-organizing  their  faculties, 
sending  their  announcements  abroad  on  the  wings  of  the 
wind,  and  the  race  for  students  and  pelf  is  daily  be- 
coming warmer  and  more  exciting.  "  Competition  is 
the  life  of  business." 

Dr.  Styles,  of  Claiborne,  Missi  ssippi,  took  strvch- 
nina,  in  mistake  for  quinine,  and  died  almost  instantly. 

The  water-enres  around  Philadelphia  are  going 
down.  A  very  fine  one  a  few  miles  out  of  town  is  shut 
up,  and  the  buildings  and  grounds  are  for  sale.  "  Unto 
all  things  there  is  a  time  and  a  season." 


Medical  College  of  Georgia. 
This  institution,  located  at  Augusta,  Geo.  enjoys 
an  enviable  reputation,  which  has  been  merited  by  the 
dignified  course  it  has  ever  pursued  in  maintaining  the 
character  and  honor  of  the  profession.  As  at  present 
organized,  the  Faculty  enjoy  in  a  high  degree  the  pub- 
lic confidence,  and  have  the  favor  of  the  profession 
throughout  the  State,  and  the  entire  South.  A  rival 
college  is  projected  at  Savannah,  but  it  will  be  long  be- 
fore it  can  rank  with  its  senior  in  popularity  or  use- 
fulness. 
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Spina  Bifida. 

The  Medical  Times  for  August  contains  an  article 
on  tins  subject  by  Professor  Post,  which  is  defective 
and  erroneous.  Had  he  looked  into  the  American  edi- 
tion of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary,  he  would  have 
learned  that  this  disease  was  cured  by  excision  as  long 
ago  as  1811,  and  that  the  merit  belongs  to  an  American 
surgeon,  Dr.  Sherwood,  of  Rutland,  Vermont. 


New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 

Dr.  Parish  has  an  editorial  on  the  use  of  Strychnine 
as  a  to::ic,  illustrated  by  reports  of  cases  which  appear  | 
to  sustain  his  opinions  as  to  the  value  of  this  remedy, 
employed  with  this  therapeutic  intent.    He  uses  it  in 
doses  of  one-twentieth  of  a  grain. 

We  take  occasion  to  say  that  this  journal  is  about 
to  enter  upon  the  sixth  year  of  its  existence,  which 
affords  no  small  evidence  that  it  is  appreciated  by  the 
profession  as  it  deserves  to  be.  We  regard  its  monthly 
receipt  as  among  the  best  of  our  exchanges,  every 
number  containing  matter  of  practical  value. 


American  Journal  of  Dental  Science. 
Drs.  Harris  and  Blandy,  of  Baltimore,  arc  the  edi- 
tors of  this  quarterly,  which  is  conducted  with  marked 
ability,  and  appears  to  be  well  sustained  by  the  number 
and  character  of  its  contributors.  Its  circulation  among 
the  fraternity  cannot  f  til  to  be  useful. 


Parsimony   of  Publishers. 

The  last  number  of  the  Medical  Examiner  contains 
a  "  palpable.hit"  at  the  publisher  of  the  two  numbers 
■which  have  appeared  of  Bernard  .and  Huette's  Manual 
of  Operative  Surgery.  The  reviewer  complains  that  the 
copies  sent  to  the  editors  of  the  medical  journals  are 
"in  mourning,"  being  without  the  "colors"  to  the 
plates,  which  they  are  expected  to  introduce  to  their 
readers.  He  facetiously  remarks  that  he  "  confesses  to 
s*ome  weakness  for  the  feathers  along  with  the  fuss,  and 
expects  to  see  a  book  in  the  best  dress  that  belongs 
to  it." 

A  neighboring  contemporary  of  ours  called  on  this 
same  publisher  to  examine  his  stock  of  foreign  books, 
and  was  shown  a  copy  of  the  first  number  of  the  work 
in  question,  with  colored  plates.  While  looking  at  it 
the  publisher  solicited  a  good  notice  of  it  in  the  forth- 
coming number  of  his  quarterly,  at  the  same  time  apo- 
logizing for  not  presenting  a  copy  for  the  purpose,  by 
assuring  him  that  this  usual  courtesy  had  to  be  with- 
held, as  he  could  not  afford  it !  The  uncolored  copy 
sent  to  our  friend  at  Philadelphia  was  therefore  a 
stretch  of  liberality,  for  which  he  should  be  truly 
grateful. 

Such  littleness  merits  reprobation  for  its  bad  policy, 
and  is  never  betrayed  by  any  American  publisher. 
They  are  wiser  in  their  generation,  and  hence  never 
begin  a  work  without  being  able  to  finish  it. 


On  the  Blood  and  its  Changes. 

BY  KODOLF  IIAA3,   M.  D. 
Late  Physician  in  the  Hungarian  army,  and  formerly  Trofi'ssor  in  Vienna 
No.  3.    [Continued  from  page  235  ] 

If  there  is  a  deficiency  of  iron  in  the  blood,  the  quan- 
tity of  red  particles  decrease,  and  on  the  contrary. 
Such  are  the  causes  of  the  increase  and  decrease  of  the 
single  parts  the  blood  is  composed  of,  and  of  the  chang- 
ing proportion  of  those  parts ;  we  shall  now  proceed  to 
investigate  especially  the  causes  by  which  in  single 
diseases  such  changes  are  effected  in  the  blood  : 

In  inflammatory  fevers  we  find  red  particles,  chlo- 
ride of  natrium  and  water  diminished,  but  fibrin  and 
fatty  matters  are  constantly  increasing.  All  those 
changes  are  the  consequences  of  the  increased  activity 
of  the  heart,  which  will  be  comprehended  in  the  follow- 
ing :  That  the  quantity  of  red  particles  must  decrease  if 
they  are  often  pushed  through  the  capillaries,  while  the 
resistance  of  the  latter  is  unchanged,  has  been  explained 
above ;  in  fevers  both  conditions  are  present,  the  resis- 
tance of  the  vessels  is  normal,  and  the  contractions  of 
the  heart  being  oftener,  the  blood  is  oftener  pushed 
through  the  capillaries,  and  the  red  particles  oftener  ex- 
posed to  the  friction  which  the  latter  exercise  upon 
them,  the  quantity  of  red  particles  must  consequently 
decrease.  But  for  explaining  the  ways  that  by  an  in- 
creased activity  of  the  heart,  an  increase  of  fibrin  and 
fat,  and  a  decrease  of  chloride  of  natrium  and  water  is 
produced  we  have  first  to  show  that  by  an  increased  ac- 
tivity of  the  heart  the  exudation  of  bloodserum  is  pre- 
vented. The  exudation  of  a  fluid  through  the  coats  of 
a  tube  can  be  prevented  in  a  double  way ;  either  by  the 
coats  themselves  if  the  pores  are  too  small  to  allow  a 
passage  to  the  particles  of  the  contented  fluid ;  or  even 
if  the  pores  are  not  too  small,  the  exudation  can  be  pre- 
vented by  some  solid  body,  if  that  presses  upon  the 
walls  of  the  tube,  so  that  there  is  no  room  between  the 
walls  of  the  tube  and  that  body  for  the  fluid  to  pass 
unto ;  such  is  the  case  with  the  capillaries  of  solid  or- 
gans, if  they  are  very  much  extended  ;  for  the  capilla- 
ries are  everywhere  surrounded  by  tissues,  in  the  mus- 
cles by  muscular  fibres,  in  the  nerves  by  nervous  fibres,  <fcc. 
but  the  surrounding  fibres  do  not  touch  immediately  the 
capillaries,  but  there  is  room  left  between  for  receiving 
the  exuded  bloodserum,  which  furnishes  nutrition  to  the 
tissues.  But  the  more  the  capillaries  are  distended,  the 
more  the  room  between  the  walls  of  the  capillaries  and 
the  fibres  of  the  tissues  must  decrease,  if  the  latter  are 
not  distended  also  in  the  same  proportion  ;  if  the  capil- 
laries are  distended  so  much  that  their  walls  come  in 
immediate  contact  with  the  tissues,  no  exudation  of 
blood  can  take  place,  no  room  being  left  into  which 
blood  could  exude.  It  follows  that  in  solid  organs  the 
exudation  of  bloodserum  is  the  more  diminished,  the 
more  the  capillaries  are  extended  over  the  normal  de- 
gree, and  if  the  walls  of  the  capillaries  touch  the  tissues, 
exudation  is  entirely  stopped.  That  is  to  be  seen  with 
the  microscope  in  the  first  stage  of  inflammation,  which 
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consists  in  an  over-distension  of  the  capillaries  joined  with 
a  perfect  suppression  of  exudation,  though  the  capilla- 
ries being  more  distended,  more  blood  ought  to  tran- 
sude through  the  enlarged  pores,  but  that  cannot  be 
effected  for  want  of  room,  the  fibres  of  the  tissues  touch- 
ing the  walls  of  the  vessels ;  even  those  thin  tissues,  in 
which  the  circulation  of  blood  is  observed  are  able  to 
prevent  exudation ;  only  after  a  stoppage  of  circulation 
took  place,  when  the  blood  pressed  by  the  heart  cannot 
run  from  the  capillaries  into  the  veins,  it  must  transude, 
in  spite  of  the  fibres  of  the  tissues  pressing  the  walls  of 
the  vessels ;  the  tissues  must  give  way  to  the  pressing 
force  of  the  heart ;  before  the  stoppage  of  circulation  in 
that  part,  the  blood  pressed  by  the  heart  runs  for  avoid- 
ing that  force  from  the  capillaries  into  the  veins,  but 
now  that  way  being  shut  up,  the  blood  has  no  other 
way  only  to  penetrate  through  the  pores,  and  to  extend 
the  neighboring  tissues,  which  causes  the  swelling. 
Henle  is  very  much  mistaken,  asserting  that  in  the  first 
stage  of  inflammation,  in  the  moment  of  congestion,  be- 
fore the  stoppage  takes  place,  exudation  is  also  carried 
on,  though  we  do  not  see  it.    [Henle  rationel.  Pathol. 
Vol.  2.  pag.  465.]   That  is  the  difference  between  con- 
gestion and  inflammation  in  regard  to  the  results,  in  con- 
gestion there  is  no  exudation  to  be  carried  off  like  in  in- 
flammation.   In  fevers  the  vessels  are  distended  over 
the  normal  degree ;  that  is  proved  by  the  flushed  coun- 
tenance and  the  puffiness  of  the  whole  body ;  the  flush- 
ing is  the  consequence  of  the  blood's  shining  through 
the  walls  of  the  capillaries  and  the  epidermis  ;  but  cer- 
tainly the  walls  of  the  vessels  must  be  nearer  to  the 
epidermis  than  in  normal  state.    The  puffiness  is  also 
caused  by  the  over-distension  of  the  vessels,  which  force 
the  skin  to  give  way  and  to  extend.    That  puffiness  is 
not  caused  by  an  increased  exudation  of  bloodserum 
like  in  dropsy ;  for  in  that  case  the  color  ought  to  be 
also  like  in  dropsy  pale,  from  the  serum  which  is  white. 
But  being  of  a  redder  color  than  in  the  normal  state,  less 
serum  must  intercede  betwees  the  vessels  and  the  epi- 
dermis; the  vessels  must  consequently  be  much  extended. 
Although  the  color  of  an  inflamed  part  is  very  much 
red,  which  is  caused  by  an  exudation,  but  there  the 
exudation  contains  much  of  the  coloring  matters,  and 
such  an  exudation  is  never  observed  before  the  stoppage 
took  place,  and  in  fevers  there  is  no  stoppage,  except  in 
the  inflamed  part.    Like  the  capillaries  of  the  skin 
press  the  skin,  so  the  capillaries  of  other  tissues  do  with 
the  tissues  where  they  exist.  The  over-distension  of  the 
capillaries  is  caused  by  the  increased  activity  of  the 
heart :  an  elastic  tube  through  which  a  fluid  is  pressed 
will  be.  the  more  distended,  the  more  force  is  applied. 
It  follows  that  in  fevers  the  exudation  of  bloodserum  is 
either  very  much  diminished  or  entirely  interrupted. 
But  that  is  not  the  case  in  secretorious  organs,  as  there 
the  capillaries  are  lying  on  the  side  of  secretorious  ves- 
sels, [sacci  coeci]  the  machinery  of  all  secretions,  which 
vessels  have  a  diameter  severaj  times  larger  than  that 
of  the  capillaries.  The  smallest  secretorious  tubes,  name- 


ly, those  of  the  liver  and  kidneys,  are  still  several  times 
larger  in  diameter  than  the  capillaries.  [Muller,  Physiol, 
page  428.]  In  such  organs  the  exudation  cannot  be 
prevented  by  the  walls  of  the  secretorious  vessels.  If 
an  elastic  vessel,  through  which  a  fluid  is  pressed,  and 
whose  pores  are  large  enough  to  allow  a  passage  to  the 
fluid,  touches  the  walls  of  another  elastic  vessel,  which 
is  empty,  [for  as  such  the  secretorious  vessels,  from  which 
the  secreted  fluid  is  constantly  carried  off,  are  to  be 
considered,]  the  fluid  will  penetrate  through  the  coat  of 
the  vessel,  and  will  compress  the  other  empty  one. 
The  same  is  the  case  with  the  secretorious  vessels  in 
fevers,  the  exudation  is  here  but  very  little  diminished 
by  compressing  the  hole  of  these  vessels.  That  is  a 
point  of  great  importance  for  discerning  nutrition  from 
secretion,  there  were  nutrition  is  interrupted,  secretion 
can  still  be  carried  on.  That  is  the  case  in  fevers ;  the 
heart  is  pushing  the  blood  through  the  vessels  with  a 
force  which  exceeds  the  normality,  so  that  the  blood 
forces  the  capillaries  to  distend  over  the  normal  degree  ; 
the  walls  of  the  capillaries  come  in  that  way  in  immedi- 
ate contact  with  the  adjacent  tissues,  and  no  blood  can 
exude  where  those  tissues  are  solid,  but  it  exudes  there 
where  the  adjacent  tissues  are  hole,  which  is  the  case  in 
secretorious  organs,  here  too  the  secretorious  vessels 
are  somewhat  compressed  and  their  hole  diminished  by 
the  over-distension  of  the  capillaries,  and  for  that  reason 
the  secretions  cannot  be  carried  on  upon  the  normal 
scale.  The  cause  that  the  quality  of  the  secretions  are 
also  changed,  containing  more  organic  parts,  and  less 
water  and  chloride  of  natrium,  than  in  the  normal  state,  is 
also  to  be  found  in  the  over-distension  of  the  capillaries. 
For  through  large  pores  more  organic  parts  exude,  and 
less  water  and  dissolved  salts,  according  to  the  above 
mentioned  experiments  of  Liebig  a.  o. 

It  follows  that  in  fevers  the  exudation  of  bloodserum 
is  either  entirely  suppressed  or  very  much  diminished, 
except  in  secretorious  organs,  when  exudation  is  but 
very  little  diminished.  We  have  now  a  thorough  ex- 
planation of  the  alterations  the  blood  undergoes  in  fi- 
vers. We  have  proved  above  that  where  exudation  is 
prevented  fibrin  must  increase,  being  constantly  formed 
of  albumen  and  not  expended  ;  albumen  increases  too,  if 
food  is  taken  in  normal  quantity,  but  as  albumen  is  ex- 
pended partly  in  the  vessels,  it  cannot  increase  in  the 
same  proportion  as  fibrin  does.  In  fevers  very  little  or 
no  food  is  taken,  scarcely  sufficient  to  replace  that  albu- 
men which  has  been  expended  in  the  vessels  in  the 
formation  of  fibrin  and  red  particles.  But  water  must 
decrease  still  in  a  higher  degree  than  albumen.  For  the 
expenditure  of  water  is  carried  on  but  in  a  small  mea- 
sure less  than  in  health,  as  the  secretions  are  but  a  little 
diminished,  and  its  transformation  in  vapors  is  effected 
upon  the  normal  scale;  and  as  water  is  supplied  not 
only  by  potion  but  also  by  food,  and  the  latter  is  taken 
in  fever  in  a  very  small  quantity,  it  is  easily  seen  that 
much  more  is  expended  by  evaporation  and  secretion 
than  is  supplied.  In  health,  in  24  hours,  about  1  pounds 
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of  water  is  carried  off.  32/nmces  by  the  skin,  the  same 
quantity  by  the  kidneys,  15  ounces  by  exhaling  through 
the  lungs,  a  considerable  quantity  is  losed  with  mucus, 
saliva  and  feces.  Supposed  that  in  fevers  only  4  pounds 
are  losed,  the  quantity  of  water  must  decrease  in  the 
blood,  as  4  pounds  of  water  is  very  rarely  taken  by 
drinking  alone.  Chloride  of  natrium  is  also  expended  in 
the  secretions,  and  not  being  replaced  by  food,  its  quan- 
tity in  the  blood  must  decrease.  Although  it  is  less 
expended  than  in  health,  but  it  is  still  less  supplied,  as 
sometimes  no  food  at  all  is  taken  in  fevers  ;  water  also 
is  expended  in  all  the  ways  as  in  health,  but  not  in  all 
in  the  same  measure ;  but  it  is  supplied  only  by  drink- 
ing of  water,  and  very  little  otherwise,  its  supplies  are 
therefore  in  fevers  less  than  its  expenses  ;  albumen  is 
not  expended  in  the  same  degree  as  in  health,  its  prin- 
cipal expenditure  being  transudation  into  the  parenchy- 
ma, which  is  either  checked  or  entirely  interrupted  ;  but 
the  expenditure  in  the  vessels  is  carried  on  in  fevers  like 
in  health,  but  as  its  supplies  are  either  very  small  or 
none,  as  either  very  little  or  no  food  is  taken ;  and  ac- 
cording to  that  its  quantity  is  either  equal  to  normality, 
or  less,  the  latter  is  the  case,  if  no  food,  neither  so  much 
as  to  restore  its  loss  in  the  vessels,  is  taken.  Fibrin  is  in 
the  most  cases  not  at  all,  or  but  very  little  expended, 
its  transudation  being  either  interrupted  or  diminished, 
and  being  formed  in  the  same  quantity  as  in  health,  its 
supplies  exceed  its  expenses.  If  in  inflammatory  fevers 
the  supplies  of  fibrin  exceed  its  expenses,  the  supplies  of 
albumen  are  either  equal,  or  but  very  little  behind  the 
expenses ;  but  the  supplies  of  water  and  chlorid  of  na- 
trium are  much  less  than  their  expenses ;  it  is  a  matter 
of  course  that  the  relative  quantity  of  fibrin  must  in- 
crease over  that  of  albumen,  water  and  chloride  of  na- 
trium, and  that  of  albumen  must  increase  over  that  of 
water  and  chloride  of  natrium.  The  decrease  of  red  par- 
ticles has  already  been  explained,  to  be  attributed  to  the 
increased  expenditure  by  their  being  pressed  oftener 
through  the  capillaries. 

We  have  still  to  explain  why  in  typhus-fever  and 
other  toxaemic  diseases,  although  there  as  well  the  acti- 
vity of  the  heart  is  increased,  nevertheless  the  red  par- 
ticles are  found  in  larger  quantity,  albumen  also  is  some- 
what more  than  in  health,  while  fibrin  is  in  decrease. 
We  have  only  to  recall  in  mind  the  principles  above 
asserted  for  comprehending  the  exceptional  position  of 
toxemic  diseases.  Being  established,  that  the  red  par- 
ticles are  spoiled  by  friction  which  is  exercised  upon 
them  by  the  walls  of  the  capillaries,  it  follows,  that  the 
■more  the  walls  of  the  capillaries  resist  to  the  intruding 
red  particles,  the  greater  will  be  the  damage,  the  red 
particles  have  to  suffer,  and  on  the  contrary.  In  tpyhus 
fever  and  other  toxaemic  diseases  the  vessels  have  but 
little  strength  to  resist  to  the  propelled  particles ;  that 
is  denoted  in  the  softness  of  the  pulse ;  we  feel  the  coats 
of  the  artery  soft,  its  distension,  which  is  felt  upon  the 
finger,  is  very  quick;  that  shows  its  weak  resistance  to 
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I  the  propelled  blood.  That  weakness  of  the  vessels  is  a 
common  character  of  all  toxaemic  diseases,  in  a  high  de- 
gree evoluted,  and  that  is  the  cause  of  the  expenditure 
of  red  particles  being  diminished,  and  as  they  are  formed 
in  the  same  quantity  as  in  health,  and  are  less  consumed, 
their  quantity  must  increase. 

The  decrease  of  fibrin  is  also  the  result  of  the  action 
of  poison.  There  are  influences  able  to  convert  fibrin 
into  albumen,  which  is  done  by  depriving  fibrin  of  its 
coagulability,  the  only  character  by  which  it  is  distin- 
guished of  albumen.    Such  are  : 

1.  Stomach  juice,  as  it  has  been  mentioned  above, 
it  transforms  fibrin  into  albumen. 

2.  A  high  degree  of  electricity,  which  is  proved  by 
the  disappearing  of  fibrin  from,  and  the  slight  increase 
of  albumen  in  the  blood  of  persons  killed  by  lightnings. 

3.  Chlorid  of  Sodium  with  the  simultaneous  appli- 
cation of  electricity  ;  that  is  proved  by  the  experiments 
of  Matteuci,  who  produced  artificial  digestion  of  meat  by 
the  application  of  those  agents,  and  the  principal  ope- 
ration in  digesting  meat  is  to  convert  fibrin  into  albumen. 

4.  Different  poisons  seem  also  to  convert  fibrin  into 
albumen,  like  the  stomach  juice  and  electricity.  That  is 
rendered  probable  by  the  fact  that  in  various  narcoti- 
sations and  poison-diseases,  as  poisoning  with  opium, 
hydrocyanic  acid,  typhico-miasma,  scurvy  miasma,  etc. 
fibrin  is  very  much  diminished,  even  the  existing  fibrin 
is  much  softened,  and  is  like  newly  formed  fibrin.  It 
must  be  that  the  poisons  injure  the  coagulability  of  the 
fibrin,  so  that  no  new  fibrin  could  be  formed,  and  the 
old  one  losed  too  partly  its  character;  but  depriving 
fibrin  of  its  coagulability  is  converting  it  into  albumen. 
We  can  learn  from  that  fact,  that  there  is  a  similarity 
of  action  between  narcotics  and  electricity  ;  both  agents 
having  a  similar  influence  on  fibrin,  why  should  they  not 
have  a  similar  influence  on  the  nerves. 

In  short  the  series  of  changes  of  the  blood  in  in- 
flammatory, typhus,  and  other  toxaemic  fevers,  is  effected 
in  the  following  way.  In  inflammatory  fevers  a  local 
inflammation,  which  always  is  the  cause  of  an  inflam- 
matory fever,  produces  by  the  law  of  irradiation  and 
reflection  of'the  nerves  an  increased  activity  of  the  heart, 
by  which  the  blood  is  oftener  thrown  through  the  ca- 
pillaries, and  thus,  the  bloodcorpuscles  'are  oftener 
brought  into  conflict  with  the  walls  of  the  capillaries, 
and  oftener  exposed  to  friction,  by  which  their  quantity 
must  decrease  ;  by  the  same  increased  activity  of  the 
heart,  the  capillaries  are  over-distended,  so  that  their 
Avails  touch  the  different  textures,  and  where  those  are 
solid,  no  exudation  can  take  place.  But  where  those 
are  hole  as  in  secrotorious  organs,  there  exudation  is  not 
interrupted,  but  the  secretion  is  diminished  by  the  ca- 
pillaries, pressing  the  walls  of  the  secretorious  vessels 
nearer  to  each  other,  and  diminishing  the  hole.  By  that 
over-distension  of  the  capillaries  it  is  effected  that  the 
fibrin  increases  in  proportion,  1.  over  albumen,  as  the 
expenditure  of  fibrin  is  interrupted,  but  not  its  formation, 
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and  albumen  being  partly  expended  in  tbe  vessels,  is  not 
entirely  spared,  and  its  supply  is  mucb  diminisbed ; 

2.  'over  water,  which  is  much  less  supplied  than  in  health, 
and  its  expenditure  being  but  not  equal  to  that  in  health  ; 

3.  over  chloride  of  natrium,  which  is  also  much  more  ex- 
pended than  supplied,  being  only  supplied  by  food ; 

4.  over  the  red  particles,  being  more  consumed  than  in 
the  normal  state.  That  is  the  way  that  the  wounded  arm 
produces  an  increase  of  fibrin,  and  n  decrease  of  red 
particles,  water,  and  chloride  of  natrium. 

In  typhus  and  other  taxajmic  fevers,  the  influences 
by  which  the  proportion  of  the  parts  of  the  blood  is 
changed,  are  quite  different,  and  the  series  of  the 
changes  another.  The  poison  acts  weakening  upon  the 
nerves,  and  it  is  known  by  experiments,  that  if  the  nerves 
are  weakened  the  vessels  lose  their  normal  tones,  they 
cannot  resist  to  the  distending  force  ;  the  consequence  is 
that  less  friction  b  produced  upon  the  red  particles;  and 
being  duly  formed,  their  quantity  must  increase  ;  besides 
that,  those  poisons  act  like  electricity  ;  and  convert  the 
new  fibiin,  which  does  not  differ  much  from  albumen 
into  albumen,  and  the  long  formed  fibiin  is  also  injured 
and  made  softer. 

The  statement  that  the  increase  of  fibrin  in  inflam- 
matory fevers  is  not  caused  by  an  increased  production 
of  fibrin,  but  by  its  interrupted  expenditure,  is  proved 
from  the  quality  of  fibrin  : 

1.  Not  all  fibrin  has  got  the  same  firmness,  the  new- 
ly formed  one  is  softer  than  the  older,  so  that  we  can 
know  the  age  of  fibrin  from  the  degree  of  its  firmness 
and  consistency.  [Henle  rationel.  Patholog.  Vol.  2. 
page  122.]  and  in  inflammatory  fevers  the  fibrin  is  more 
firm  than  in  health,  that  shows  that  it  is  formed  since 
long  ;  that  the  long  formed  fibrin  has  not  been  expended. 

2.  Scherer  found  in  his  experiments  that  fibrin  of 
venous  blood  alone  is  soluble  in  a  solution  of  nitric  acid, 
but  not  the  fibrin  of  arterial  blood  ;  and  in  inflammatory 
fevers  is  neither  that  soluble.  That  shows  that  the 
fibrin  went  from  the  arteries  through  the  capillaries  into 
the  veins,  without  having  exuded  "through  the  coats  of 
the  capillaries.  But  if  the  cause  of  the  increase  of 
fibrin  would  be  its  increased  formation,  we  could  not 
comprehend  that  the  fibrin  of  the  veins  has  got  the  qua- 
lity of  the  fibrin  of  the  arteries. 

The  statement  that  the  exudation  of  blood  in  solid 
organs  is  impeded  in  fevers,  can  be  enforced  with  the 
following  arguments  : 

li  In  the  cadaver  of  persons  who  have  died  with  in- 
flammatory fevers  we  find  in  general  a  large  quantity  of 
blood  in  the  vessels,  even  if  they  died  after  10  or  15  days 
from  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  even  after  being 
hied  many  times.  If  exudation  of  blood  and  nutrition 
had  been  carried  on  upon  the  normal  scale,  it  is  impos- 
sible that  after  having  losed  so  much  blood,  and  not 
having  taken  food  since  so  long  a  time,  that  much  blood 
could  exist  in  the  vessels.  But  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
that,  if  exudation  and  nutrition  be  prevented. 


2.  We  find  the  patient  in  inflammatory  fevers  weak 
and  prostrated,  hardly  able  to  move;  what  is  the  caise 
of  that  weakness  as  there  is  a  sufficient  quantity  of  blood, 
and  no  poison  has  paralized  the  nerves  c.\  But  if  no  blood 
can  exude  through  into  the  parenchyma  of  the  organs, 
no  nutrition  can  be  effected,  and  therefore  the  organs 
are  weak,  despite  of  the  blood's  existing  in  the  vessels. 

3.  The  secretions  are  diminished  in  fevers,  the  urine  is 
scanty,  the  skin  dry,  as  well  as  the  mouth  and  nose,  eva- 
cuations of  bowels  are  irregular  and  dry.  What  would 
be  the  cause  of  the  decrease  of  the  secretions,  if  not  the 
over-distension  of  the  capillaries,  by  which  the  secreto- 
vious  vessels  are  somewhat  compressed,  and  thus  un- 
abled  to  secrete  upon  the  normal  scale.  But  if  the  ca- 
pillaries are  so  much  extended  as  to  compress  the  walls 
of  the  vessels  in  secretorious  organs,  the  same  must  be 
the  case  in  other  organs  too,  where  they  touch  solid  tis- 
sues, and  there  no  exudation  can  be  effected. 

4.  In  the  reconvalescence  of  inflammatory  fevers 
the  relative  quantity  of  water  increases  in  the  blood. 
That  seems  to  be,  as  I  mentioned  above,  very  strange, 
during  the  fever  less  water  has  been  removed  by  ex- 
cretions, and  scarcely  any  food  has  been  taken,  never- 
theless the  organic  parts  of  the  blood  have  been  in  pro- 
portion to  health  exceeding  the  water;  and  in  reconva- 
lescence, when  more  water  is  removed  by  urine  and  pers- 
piration, and  on  the  other  part  a  large  quantity  of  food 
is  taken,  and  nevertheless  the  quantity  of  organic  parts 
decreases  in  proportion  to  the  water.  But  according  to 
our  statement  that  during  the  fever  albumen  and  fibrin 
have  not  been  exuded,  and  consequently  not  expended 
to  nutrition,  it  is  easily  comprehended  that  these  sub- 
stances though  not  supplied,  did  not  decrease,  but  in  a 
very  small  measure.  For  the  decrease  of  a  substance 
depends  on  the  surpassing  expenses  over  the  supplies, 
and  therefore,  notwithstanding  that  but  very  little  food 
is  taken  in  fevers,  and  thus  the  supplies  of  the  organic 
substances  have  been  very  much  diminished,  neverthe- 
less  as  their  expenses  have  also  been  but  not  entirely 
interrupted,  the  supplies  did  nearly  equal  the  expenses. 
But  the  contrary  has  been  the  case  with  water,  which 
although  being  supplied  by  potion,  did  decrease,  as  its 
expenditure,  which  has  only  been  slightly  diminished, 
has  not  been  nearly  restored  by  potion. 

But  as  soon  as  the  fever  ceases,  that  says  that  the 
activity  of  the  heart  is  coming  back  to  its  normal  de- 
gree, the  vessels  not  being  any  more  exposed  to  the 
over-distending  force,  contract  to  their  normal  diameter, 
by  which  the  normal  room  between  the  tissues  and  the' 
capillaries  is  regained ;  the  exudation  of  bloodserum  is 
carried  on  upon  the  normal  scale,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  albumen  and  fibrin  is  expended  to  the  restoration  of 
tissues  which  have  been  damaged  during  the  fever,  with- 
out being  restored  ;  the  expenditure  consequently  of  al- 
bumen and  fibrin  in  the  reconvalescence  is  much  greater 
than  in  the  normal  state.  For  in  the  reconvalescence  the 
tissues  are  not  only  restored  for  their  daily  loss,  but 
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also  for  the  loss  of  the  time  of  the  fever,  when  they  have  J 
not  be  ennourished ;  i.  e.  in  the  6  days  of  reconvales-  ; 
cence,  after  a  fever  which  lasted  12  days,  fibrin  and  al- 
bumen is  expended  for  18  days.  But  as  food  is  not 
taken  more,  or  at  least  not  much  more  than  in  a  healthy 
state,  not  much  more  than  necessary  to  restore  the  daily 
expenditure  of  albumen  and  fibrin,  the  quantity  of  albu- 
men and  fibrin  must  decrease;  in  the  mentioned  ex- 
ample the  quantity  of  albumen  and  fibrin  must  decrease 
on  the  Cth  day  of  the  reconvalescence  with  the  expen- 
diture of  12  days.  For  having  been  expended  through 
the  G  days  of  the  reconvalescence  for  18  days,  and  not 
being  supplied  only  for  6  days,  it  must  decrease  with 
the  quantity  of  fibrin  and  albumen  which  is  expended 
in  12  days.  But  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  water, 
which,  although  being  more  expended  than  supplied,  is 
nevertheless  not  applied  to  restore  for  the  time  of  the 
fever.  It  follows,  that  in  the  reconvalescence  the  water 
does  not  decrease  in  such  a  measure  than  the  albumen 
and  fibrin  do,  and  for  that  reason  the  quantity  of  water 
is  larger  in  proportion  to  those  substances  than  in  health. 
In  our  example,  after  18  days  from  the  beginning  of  the 
fever,  albumen  and  fibrin  have  been  expended  for 
18  days,  and  restored  only  for  6  days;  but  water  has 
been  expended  and  replaced  for  18  days,  the  latter  must 
consequently  increase. 

But  if  nutrition  had  been  carried  on  during  the  fever 
the  quantity  of  albumen  and  fibrin  must  decrease  in  re-  . 
spect  to  the  water,  the  latter  beini^  supplied,  and  not  , 
the  former  substances;  and  in  the  reconvalescence  fibrin 
and  albumen  must  increase  over  the  water,  the  former  • 
substances  being  supplied  and  expended  in  a  normal  de-  ; 
gree,  and  the  latter  more  expended  than  supplied. 

The  over-distension  of  the  vessels  is  not  caused  only  .■ 
by  an  increased  activity  of  the  heart,  but  also  by  an  in- 
creased quantity  of  blood  in  the  vessels.    Press  a  fluid  1 
through  an  elastic  tube,  the  latter  will  be  the  more  dis-  ; 
tended  the  larger  the  quantity  of  the  former  is,  while 
the  pressing  force  is  unaltered.    Such  a  state  of  an  ex- 
ceeding quantity  of  blood  is  called  plethora ;  we  find  ! 
here  the  vessels  over-distended,  though  the  heart's  action 
js  normal,  even  under  the  normality ;  we  see  the  same  J 
flushed  countenance,  the  same  puffiness,  the  same  full- 
ness of  the  pulse  which  is  noticed  in  fevers.    The  same  | 
what  in  fever  is  done  by  an  increased  activity  of  the  j 
heart  is  done  in  plethora  by  an  exceeding  quantity  of  ' 
blood ;  the  effect  is  in  some  concern  the  same,  the  room  j 
between  the  coats  of  the  vessels  and  the  tissues  is  dimi- 
nished  in  plethora  too,  and  the  nutrition  of  tissues  dam-  j 
aged.    But  the  change  of  the  parts  the  blood  is  com-  ' 
posed  of,  is  not  the  same ;  neither  does  the  fibrin  in.  J 
crease  in  proportion  to  albumen,  nor  do  the  red  particles 
decrease ;  the  cause  is  that  in  plethora,  where  food  is 
taken  in  normal  quantity,  the  albumen  is  constantly  re-  ! 
stored ;  even  more  is  supplied  than  expended,  as  it  is  \ 
only  expended  in  the  vessels,  and  supplied  sometimes  j 
more  than  in  a  normal  degree.    The  quantity  of  red  j 
particles  does  not  decrease,  because  the  heart's  action  I 


is  not  surpassing  the  normality,  and  therefore  are  the  red 
particles  not  more  injured  than  in  the  normal  state,  as 
they  are  neither  oftener  pushed  through  the  capillaries, 
nor  do  they  meet  with  more  resistance.  But  the  quan- 
tity of  the  organic  substances  is  in  proportion  greater 
than  the  water  of  the  blood  by  the  same  cause,  as  in 
fevers,  by  the  diminished  expenditure  of  the  orga- 
nic parts. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Dr.   Bedford's  Organ   at  Pittsburgh. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Southern  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  is  an  editorial  by  Professor 
Dugas,  of  Georgia.  It  expresses  the  sentiment  of 
every  honorable  man  in  the  profession  of  that  notorious- 
ly infamous  concern,  which  the  editor  of  the  Scatyel  fitly 
characterizes  as  "Dr.  Bedford's  advertising  sheet"  for 
the  New-York  University.  It  is  circulated  gratuitously 
all  over  the  southern  and  western  States,  as  it  is  here, 
at  the  expense  of  Dr.  Bedford,  whose  fictitious  lectures 
constitute  its  staple,  and  as  in  this  instance  is  every 
where  spoken  of  in  terms  of  contempt.  Happily  it  is 
"  alone  in  its  glory,"  for  all  the  medical  journals  of  the 
country  abhor  and  spit  upon  it : — 

ANONYMOUS  WHITER 3  AND  PERSONALITIES. 

We  took  occasion  in  our  May  number  to  animadvert 
upon  the  evil  of  Scientitic  Journals  "  allowing  their 
pages  to  be  prostituted  by  anonymous  writers  to  the 
grossest  personalities  and  misrepresentations."  We 
stated,  in  reference  to  certain  of  the  objectionable  arti- 
cles, that  "  their  style  and  general  bearing  show  them 
to  be  all  written  by  the  same  pen,  and  to  have  been 
indited  in  Georgia."  We  mentioned  the  name  of  no 
person  in  connection  with  the  matter,  nor  did  we  indi- 
cate the  vehicle  of  such  improprieties,  preferring  to 
leave  both  authors  and  publishers  to  appropriate  what- 
ever they  might  seem  justly  applicable  to  themselves. 
Of  course  none  would  complain  but  those  who  found 
the  "  cap  to  fit  them." 

Since  then,  we  perceive  that  a  Journal  published 
near  the  frontiers  of  Canada  is  again  filled  with  scur- 
rilities such  as  could  not  be  surpassed  by  anything 
emanating  from  Billingsgate— a  large  portion  of  which 
is  evidently  from  the  same  unworthy  source  as  the  arti- 
cles to  which  we  formerly  referred.  We  understand 
that  this  publication  has  beeu  extensively  circulated  in 
this  State  by  being  sent  to  physicians  who  have  not 
subscribed  to  it,  and  who  probably  never  heard  of  it 
before.  What  relates  to  ourselves,  individually,  is  too 
palpably  malicious  and  contemptible  to  provoke  any 
reply  ;  and  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  Southern 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  whose  long  list  of  sub- 
scribers is  continually  receiving  honorable  accessions,  is 
not  to  be  jeopardized  by  the  vain  invectives  of  unscru- 
pulous calumniators.  We  would,  however,  for  the 
honor  of  the  Medical  Literature  of  our  country,  again 
appeal  to  the  Editorial  fraternity  to  discountenance 
suoh  violations  of  decency  and  propriety. 
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From  the  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  ( 
Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Neill  read  the  following — 

OPERATION   OF  TRACHEOTOMY  ttl  AN  EPILEPTIC. 

The  views  of  Marshall  Hall,  which  have  lately  ap- 
peared in  the  English  journals  upon  the  subject  of 
epilepsy,  have  probably  fallen  under  the  notice  of  most 
of  the  Fellows  of  the  College. 

Every  investigation  of  a  malady  so  distressing,  and 
of  Avhich  so  little  has  been  known  of  its  pathology, 
must  be  hailed  with  pleasure  by  every  practitioner  of 
medicine.  Especially  will  this  be  so,  when  so  high  an 
authority  upon  affections  of  the  nervous  system  ad- 
vances views  not  only  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
but  also  practical  deductions  of  the  highest  importance. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall  says  :  "  This  question  of  the  ap- 
plication of  tracheotomy  in  the  preventive  treatment  of 
epileptic  convulsion,  is  one  involving  high  principles 
in  physiology. 

"  As  I  have  stated,  I  believe  few  will  hesitate  to 
perform  the  operation  of  tracheotomy,  as  the  present 
remedy,  when  there  is,  from  apopletic  laryngismus,  im- 
minent danger  of  life.  But  the  question  remains — are 
we  justified  in  performing  this  operation  in  cases  of 
epilectic  and  other  convulsions,  as  a  preventive  of  future 
evil  ?  Are  the  somewhat  remoter  danger  to  mind,  and 
limb,  and  life,  and  the  hope  that  whilst  the  faculties 
are  spared  the  patient  may  be  rescued  from  the  suscep- 
tibility to  the  attacks,  the  dignus  vindice  nodus,  a  suf- 
ficient motive  for  adopting  this  measure  in  its  more  con- 
tinuous mode  of  a  tube  worn  in  the  trachea.  After 
having  witnessed  the  dire  circumstances  and  effects  of 
the  frightful  maladies  more  than  any  man,  of  epilepsy 
especially,  I  unhesitatingly  say,  yes !  I  regard  the  me- 
lancholy condition  of  the  patient  as  justifying  the  heroic 
remedy.  The  case  may  be  violent  and  frightful  in  any 
degree.  In  what  precise  case  tracheotomy  is  justifiable 
I  do  not  pretend  to  determine.  It  is  a  matter  of  pure 
moral  calculation  and  choice  in  regard  to  the  terrors  of 
the  malady  on  one  hand,  and  of  the  remedy  on  the 
other.  Epilepsy  may  occur  in  the  slightest  form  of 
mere  transient  oblivion,  and  it  may  occur  in  the  gravest 
form  of  sudden  and  violent  convulsion,  dashing  the  pa- 
tient to  the  ground,  into  the  fire,  or  into  the  water,  and 
followed  by  coma  or  apoplexy,  delirium  or  mania,  paral- 
ysis, amentia. 

"The  former  of  these  attacks  may  be  designated 
the  epilepsia  mitior.  It  comprises  all  that  is  short  of 
laryngismus,  affections  of  the  senses,  as  muses,  tinni- 
tus, the  odor  of  musk,  aura,  vertigo,  oblivion,  confusion, 
loss  of  consciousness,  nutatio,  falling,  various  spasmodic 
affections  of  the  face,  the  eyes,  the  extremities. 

"Then  comes  laryngismus,  laryngeal  dyspnoea,  per- 
haps perfect  closure  of  the  larynx,  with  violent  efforts 
of  expiration.  This  with  all  the  other  links  of  the 
dreadful  chain  constitute  the  epilepsia  gravior  ;  all  that 
is  on  this  side  of  the  laryngismus  must  be  unaffected 
by  the  operation  of  tracheotomy ;  all  that  is  on  that 


side  of  this  laryngismus  will,  I  trust  and  believe,  be 
prevented  by  its  efficient  institution.  By  tracheotomy, 
the  epilepsia  gravior  or  the  '  grand  mal,'  is  converted 
into  the  epilepsia  mitior,  or  the  «  petit  mal.'  If  this, 
my  hope,  be  realized,  I  shall  deem  the  event  a  great 
victory  achieved  by  physiology  or  theory  over  mere 
observation,  and  especially  by  that  of  the  distaltic  ner- 
vous system,  of  which  it  is  an  application. 

"  1  may  now  observe,  in  conclusion,  that  I  have  on 
several  occasions  stated  that,  if  tracheotomy  were  per- 
formed, and  a  tube  worn  in  the  trachea,  the  epileptic, 
the  puerperal,  or  the  infantile  convulsion  would  be  pre- 
vented, with  its  dire  effects." 

In  accordance  with  these  views  I  operated  upon  a 
patient  of  Dr.  Shelmerdine,  in  Spring  Garden,  under 
whose  care  he  had  been  for  about  one  year,  and  who 
had  tried  all  the  ordinary  modes  of  treatment.  The 
following  are  the  particulars  of  his  case  : — 

John  Blume,  aged  twenty-nine,  of  five  feet  eleven 
inches  in  height,,  and  weight  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds.  His  appearance  was  healthy,  and  he 
had  no  deformity  of  the  throat. 

His  first  fit  occurred  nine  years  ago,  and  was  not 
referable  to  any  particular  cause  by  his  family.  He 
was  not  subject  to  them  in  childhood,  although  his  bro- 
ther had  died  of  epilepsy. 

The  frequency  of  the  paroxysms  gradually  in- 
creased, and  for  the  last  year  he  has  been  unable  to 
attend  to  any  business. 

His  mind  has  been  so  affected  by  the  disease  that 
he  has  frequently  mistaken  his  way  home,  and  often 
gone  into  the  neighbors'  houses  for  his  own. 

His  mother  and  wife  informed  me  that  during  the 
last  six  months  he  would  have  an  attack  at  least  every 
other  day,  but  occasionally  would  have  as  many  as 
fifteen  or  twenty  during  the  day. 

Life  had  become  a  burden  to  him,  and  he  feared  to 
leave  his  home. 

His  physician  tells  me  that  on  the  first  occasion  of 
his  being  called  to  him,  he  was  laboring  under  most  se- 
vere congestion  of  the  face  and  neck,  producing  great 
lividity  and  complete  insensibility ;  and  that,  in  all  of 
the  subsequent  attacks,  difficulty  of  breathing  seemed 
to  be  prominent. 

The  patient  himself  remarked  to  me  that,  imme- 
diately preceding  his  attacks,  he  frequently  experienced 
a  sense  of  constriction  about  his  windpipe  ;  and  his 
friends  and  family  confirmed  the  idea,  that  the  severity 
of  the  attack  was  proportionate  to  the  difficulty  of 
breathing. 

When  the  operation  was  proposed,  and  its  nature 
explained  to  him,  he  was  anxious  for  its  performance, 
and  had  great  expectations  of  its  relieving  him. 

The  operation  was  performed  on  the  11th  of  March 
last,  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Shelmerdine,  Marshall, 
Paul,  and  Hollingsworth. 

,      His  neck  was  long  and  well  adapted  for  the  opera- 
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(.ion.  The  incisions  were  made  in  the  usual  way,  and 
the  only  points  worthy  of  remark  were — that  the 
sterno-hyoid  muscles,  from  frequent  spasmodic  contrac- 
tions, were  thicker  than  usual ;  and  that  the  isthmus  of 
the  thyroid  gland  was  so  large  and  broad  as  to  cover 
the  first  three  rings  of  the  trachea. 

The  hemorrhage  was  not  so  troublesome  as  might 
have  been  expected ;  care  was  taken  to  tie  the  inferior 
thyroid  vein,  and  no  irregular  artery  was  met  with  after 
the  trachea  was  exposed.  A  piece  of  about  three 
lines  in  breadth  was  removed  from  the  middle  of  the 
fourth,  ling  of  the  trachea,  and  the  fifth  ring  also  was 
divided  in  order  to  accommodate  more  accurately  the 
tube  which  had  been  provided,  which  was  of  the  ordi- 
nary form  of  the  instrument  shops. 

The  introduction  of  the  tube  produced  but  little 
irritation  and  coughing,  his  voice  was  not  in  the  least 
affected  ;  but  the  trachea  was  smaller  than  usual,  and 
the  wound  becoming  so  very  deep  after  the  division, 
that  I  had  constructed  tubes  of  various  angles  and 
length,  corresponding  with  the  depth  of  the  wound. 
(Specimens  of  the  tubes  were  exhibited  to  the  College.) 

He  slept  but  little  the  first  few  nights  after  the  ope- 
ration, and  seemed  unwilling  at  first  to  trust  himself  in  j 
a  recumbent  position  ;  but  as  the  wound  healed  around  ; 
the  tube  he  became  comfortable,  and  had  nothing  like 
a  return  of  the  complaint  until  the  thirteenth  day  after 
the  operation,  which  tendency  to  an  attack  he  attri- 
buted to  his  removal  of  the  tube ;  lie  had  taken  a 
slight  cold,  which  made  the  tube  disngreeahle  on  that 
day,  and  he  thought  he  would  risk  the  night  without 
it.  The  spasm  was  slight,  and  he  did  not  lose  his  con- 
sciousness. About  two  weeks  after  this  he  was  threat- 
ened with  an  attack,  of  which  he  was  conscious,  and 
mentioned  the  fact  to  his  mother,  who  immediately  re- 
moved a  temporary  plug  which  he  introduced  in  the 
orifice  of  his  tube  to  prevent  a  whistling  noise  accom- 
panying respiratory  movements.  Upon  the  removal 
of  the  plug  the  symptoms  disappeared,  his  breathing 
was  comfortable,  and  he  felt  much  encouraged.  He 
began  to  appreciate  the  object  of  the  operation,  and 
fully  believed  that  the  means  to  mitigate  the  severity 
of  his  attacks  was  the  removal  of  the  plug,  and  that 
the  disease  was  under  his  own  control. 

He  made  arrangements  to  renew  his  business, 
walked  about  the  streets  in  the  confidence  and  con- 
sciousness of  a  strength  of  mind  and  purpose  which  he 
had  not  experienced  for  a  long  period. 

Unfortunately  for  him,  however,  he  was  again 
seized  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  May  with  symp- 
toms of  another  attack.  His  physician  was  sent  for, 
who  removed  the  tube  and  cleansed  it ;  after  it  was 
replaced  the  patient  felt  easier,  but  was  not  completely 
relieved.  In  the  middle  of  the  night  he  had  a  most 
violent  attack,  and  died  almost  instantaneously.  His 
physician  was  not  with  him  when  he  died,  and  the  I 
family  would  not  permit  a  post-mortem  examination  of 
any  part  of  his  body  but  his  throat.    Dr.  Shelmerdine  | 


merely  examined  the  cicatrix  around  the  wound  and 
the  trachea.  The  parts  had  consolidated  around  the 
tube,  and  the  trachea  was  perfectly  healthy. 

I  report  this  case  to  the  College,  in  order  that  they 
may  form  their  own  judgment  upon  the  theory  and  the 
treatment  of  Marshall  Hall.  B'ew  cases  have  as  yet 
been  reported  where  this  operation  has  been  performed, 
and  I  believe  that  this  is  the  first  case  in  this  country 
in  which  the  trachea  has  been  opened,  and  a  tube 
worn,  in  order  to  mitigate,  if  not  prevent,  attacks  of 
epilepsy. 

And,  although  this  patient  died,  I  still  think  favor- 
ably of  the  operation,  and  under  the  same  circum- 
stances would  perform  it  again.  His  death  was  in  no 
way  attributable  to  the  operation,  and  had  not  the 
operation  been  performed  it  might  have  occurred  at  a 
still  earlier  period.  I  regard  the  mitigation  of  the 
attacks  with  which  he  was  once  threatened,  and  mode- 
ration of  the  symptoms,  as  more  satisfactory  than  if 
there  had  been  no  approach  of  an  attack,  for  then  the 
entire  absence  of  the  complaint  might  have  been  attri- 
buted to  the  shock  made  upon  the  system  by  the  ope- 
ration ;  and  this  operation  would  have  demonstrated 
nothing  more  than  tving  the  carotid  artery,  after  which, 
and  other  violent  shocks,  patients  have  been  free  from 
attacks  for  a  long  period. 

Creosote  in  Cholera  Morbus,  Cholera  Iufautum,  etc. 

Dr.  D.  J.  Cain  states  (Charleston  Med.  Journ.  Feb. 
1852)  that  in  his  hands  "creosote  has  succeeded  in  the 
ordinary  diarrhoea  (watery  gripes)  of  adults  and  chil- 
dren, more  frequently  than  the  class  of  astringents,  both 
mineral  and  vegetable.  But  it  is  the  two  diseases  men- 
tioned above — and  I  lay  stress  upon  the  fact — that  its 
greatest  triumph  is  exhibited.  Every  one  must  be  aware 
of  the  difficulty  experienced  in  allaying  the  irritation  of 
stomach,  and  checking  the  nausea  and  vomiting,  which 
so  rapidly  prostrate  the  strength  of  the  patient  and  place 
his  life  in  jeopardy.  Creosote  admirably  fulfils  this  in- 
dication, checking  simultaneously  the  vomiting  and  purg. 
ing,  and  thereby  placing  the  patient  in  a  favorable  con- 
dition for  receiving  other  remedies,  such  as  calomel, 
etc.*  Did  I  deem  it  necessary,  I  could  adduce,  in  sup- 
port of  what  I  here  state,  a  number  of  cases,  of  both 
,  diseases. 

"  During  the  epidemic  yellow  fever  of  this  city,  in 
1849,  I  administered  it,  both  internally  and  topically, 
when  there  was  hemorrhage  from  the  buccal  cavity, 
bowels,  uterus,  etc.  and  it  seemed  to  me  to  exert,  in 
many  cases,  a  good  effect  in  both  ways.  Turpentine, 


*ln  the  Rummer  of  1848,  during  the  prevalence  of  epidemic 
diarrhoea  in  this  city,  I  was  called  to  see  two  patients — the  one 
an  adult  male,  laboring  under  cholera  morbus,  the  other  a  child, 
with  cholera  infantum,  both  of  whom  were  in  the  slage  of  col- 
lapse when  I  saw  them.  The  creosote  exerted  a  very  happy  ef- 
fect in  both  cases,  and  warmth  was  soon  restored  by  the  ordinary 
means. 
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however,  possessing  ;i  higher  styptic  property,  is  more 
valuable  in  such  cases,  as  well  as  in  purpura  hemorrha- 

giCo"lJ_Jn  Il  •  L-  it  ^j**  .. r  " 

"  Its  employment,  in  two  cases  of  flatulent  cholic, 
has  given  me  great  satisfaction.  Indeed,  I  frequently 
prescribe  it  in  ordinary  cases  of  flatulence,  in  which  aro- 
matics  are  generally  used,  and  i  prefer  its  action  to  that 
of  the  latter  class.  It  appears  to  expel  the  flatus,  and 
prevent  its  further  evolution,  by  correcting  the  fermen- 
tative process  going  on  in  the  stomach  or  intestines. 

"  In  the  declining  stage  of  dysentery,  when  there  is 
much  disengagement  of  flatus  from  the  depraved  state 
of  the  secretions  of  the  intestinal  canal,  I  prescribe  it 
with  a  view  to  its  antiseptic  effect.  In  short,  I  have 
found  it  serviceable  in  all  cases  of  derangement  of  the 
secretions  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  when  there  exists 
no  phlegmasial  state  of  those  organs. 

"  For  the  relief  of  diarrhoea,  flatulent  colic,  and  other 
cases  demanding  a  correction  of  the  secretions  of  the  di- 
gestive tube,  I  generally  combine  with  it  charcoal  and 
creta  ppt.,  or  bicarb,  soda.  The  charcoal  I  regard  as  a 
valuable  adjuvant  to  the  creosote.  It  results  from  the 
experiments  of  Dr.  Garrod,  that  charcoal  possesses  the 
property  of  separating  acrid  matters  from  their  solutions, 
which  antiseptic  virtue  peculiarly  fits  it  for  depriving  the 
discharges  in  all  these  diseases,  but  especially  in  dysen- 
tery, of  their  irritating  character — an  important  object 
in  my  opinion,  in  the  treatment  of  the  latter  disease. 
In  this  affection,  however,  I  combine  it  with  the  cremor 
tartar  or  a  neutral  salt. 

**  With  the  creosote,  charcoal,  etc.  I  associate  a  pre- 
paration of  opium  or  of  camphor,  or  both,  when  the 
pain  is  severe.  It  is  not  necessary  to  combine  the  opiate 
with  the  creosote,  unless  the  pain  is  very  severe,  because 
the  action  of  the  latter  is  exceedingly  mild,  relieving 
effectually  pain  of  ordinary  intensity,  apparently  sooth- 
ing, yet  leaving  no  constipated  state  of  the  bowels,  and 
no  rumbling  from  flatus.  In  the  latter  two  respects,  it 
enjoys  great  advantage  over  the  class  of  astringents." 


Creosote  in  Diarrhoea. 

Dr.  T.  M.  Woodson,  of  Sumner  Co.  Tenn.  states 
(Western  Journal,  of  Med.  and  Surg.  April,  1852) 
that  he  met,  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sci- 
ences for  July,  1851,  with  the  notice  by  Kestevan,  of 
the  efficacy  of  creosote  in  diarrhoea,  at  a  period  when 
that  disease  was  rife,  and  he  determined  to  try  it.  This, 
he  says,  he  did  in  more  than  twenty  cases,  and  found 
it  "  much  more  prompt  and  invariable  in  its  action  than 
any  other  remedy  to  which  he  had  ever  resorted  in  this 
complaint,  and,  although  it  is  described  by  writers  on 
materia  medica  as  an  irritant  and  narcotic,  he  does  not 
hesitate  to  administer  it  where  fever  and  dysenteric 
symptoms  are  present.  It  is  superior  to  opiates,  in  that 
it  does  not  leave  the  bowels  constipated.  It  excites  no 
nausea,  nor  any  other  unpleasant  symptom.  Its  action 
seems  to  be  stimulant  and  anti-spasmodic,  allaying  pain 


very  promptly,  and  imparting  to  the  patient  an  agree- 
able sense  of  warmth  in  the  stomach  and  bowels.  Whe* 
ther  it  acts  directly  as  an  astringent,  or,  as  suggested 
by  Mr.  Kestevan,  by  coagulating  the  albuminous  fluids 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  Dr.  W.  does  not  pretend  to  de- 
cide. But  of  its  efficiency  in  bowel  complaints,  he 
thinks  there  can  be  no  question,  and  in  sucli  cases  it  is 
confidently  recommended  by  him." 

Nitric  Acid  in  Hooping-Cough  and  Asthma. 

Dr.  F.  C.  T.  Arnold:  recommends  ( Canada.  Medi- 
cal Journal,  June,  1852)  the  nitric  acid  as  a  powerful 
remedy  in  hooping-cough  and  asthma. 

"In  hooping-cough,"  he  says,  "at  whatever  age, 
whether  it  be  a  child  at  the  breast  or  a  full  grown 
adult,  I  administer  nitric  acid  in  solution,  as  strong  as 
lemon  juice,  sweetened  ad  libitum.  I  have  given  to  a 
child  of  two  years  of  age  as  much  as  one  drachm  and  a 
half  of  concentrated  nitric  acid_in  the  above  manner 
per  diem,  and  I  have  never  known  the  disease  to  resist 
its  use  beyond  three  weeks.  In  one  instance,  that  of  a 
child  at  the  breast,  only  seven  months  old,  the  disease 
disappeared  within  eight  days.  In  another  instance  of 
a  young  lady  fifteen  years  of  age,  the  paroxysms  were 
subdued  within  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  dis- 
ease disappeared  within  ten  days.  Again,  in  the  cases 
of  two  boys  about  ten  years  of  age  living  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  one  another,  who  had  the  cough  for  several 
weeks,  and  to  such  a  violent  degree,  that  both  of  them 
had  the  circumference  of  their  eyes  ecchymosed,  as 
though  they  had  been  pommelled  in  pugilistic  combats, 
the  acid,  acted  positively  like  a  miracle.  A  medical  con- 
frere of  mine  had  four  of  his  children  severally  affected 
with  the  same  disease  in  the  middle  of  winter;  and, 
although  they  had  to  be  kept  in-doors,  owing  to  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  they  were  nevertheless  all 
perfectly  cured  within  three  weeks.  I  might  go  on  to 
cite  a  hundred  similar  instances,  but  these,  I  am  satis- 
fied, will  prove  sufficient  to  induce  the  profession  to 
adopt  this  treatment.  As  regards  asthma,  the  use  of 
nitric  acid  has  proved  not  only  in  my  own  practice,  but 
in  that  of  others  who  have  adopted  it,  truly  marvellous." 

[It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr.  Hopkins,  of  Bethel, 
Georgia,  in  a  communication  published  in  the  number 
of  this  journal  for  October,  1850,  page  549,  extols  the 
powers  of  nitric  acid  in  asthma,  and  relates  five  cases  in 
which  he  successfully  employed  it.] 

Good. 

"  The  Practice  of  Allopathy." — We  notice  in 
several  of  our  exchanges  an  advertisement  of  a  large 
drug  house  with  this  caption,  and  take  the  liberty  re- 
spectfully to  call  the  attention  of  editors  to  it.  It  seems 
apparent  that  to  characterize  the  practice  of  medicine 
as  allopathy  is  to  place  it  on  the  same  ground  as  homoe- 
pathists  and  other  thists ;  and,  for  ourself,  we  are  not 
willing  thus  to  be  classified.  We  recognize  but  two 
classes  among  doctors,  namely,  physicians  and  followers 
of  systems,  as  they  are  called.  Claiming  rank  then  with 
the  former  honorable  body,  we  will  not  receive  a  title 
which  shall  confound  us  with  the  latter. — £T.  II.  Journal. 
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Inflammatory   Tumefaction   of  Left  Cheek. 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Sayre,  of  this  city,  for  the 
following  case,  reported  by  Dr.  Thompson,  of  the  Sea- 
men's Retreat : — 

Charles  Lunt,  set.  30,  Swede,  arrived  June  28th, 
from  Havre.  Admitted  into  hospital  at  the  date  just 
mentioned,  for  an  inflammatory  tumefaction  of  left 
cheek  and  parotid  gland,  of  three  days  standing,  arising, 
as  patient  stated,  from  "  tooth  ache,"  with  which  he 
had  been  annoyed  for  several  days  previous  to  the 
swollen  face.  Patient  otherwise  healthy,  and  of  a  stout 
robust  appearance. 

On  admission,  the  tooth  of  which  he  complained 
was  extracted  and  found  to  be  ulcerated  ;  there  dis- 
charged in  cutting  about  the  tooth  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  fetid  pus.  After  extraction  of  tooth  a  powder 
of  calomel  and  rhei  was  given,  and  an  emollient  poul- 
tice applied  to  the  face.  The  latter  was  continued  and 
antiphlogistic  remedies  pursued,  but  without  much  re- 
lief to  the  pain  or  reduction  of  the  swelling — when, 
after  several  days,  the  inflammation  assumed  an  erysi- 
pilatous  character.  The  affected  parts  were  now  painted 
with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of- silver,  evaporating 
lotions  applied,  and  the  remedies  indicated  by  the  con- 
stitutional symptoms  administered  internally.  This 
treatment  persisted  in,  the  inflammation  in  a  short  time 
greatly  subsided,  and  there  promised  hopes  of  a  speedy 
recovery.  Suddenly,  however,  the  erysipelas  com- 
menced to  spread,  and  the  accompanying  symptoms  to 
increase  in  violence,  until  the  palpebrce  of  the  (left) 
eye  and  parts  adjacent  became  involved.  As  the  disease 
advanced,  pus  was  formed  in  several  places,  which  was 
evacuated.  The  conjunction  partaking  of  the  conti- 
guous inflammation  became  swollen  and  edematous. 
The  other  tissues  of  the  eye  also  soon  became  involved, 
and  now  occurred  delirium  and  other  symptoms  indica- 
tive of  an  extension  of  the  inflammation  to  the  brain. 
This  being  apprehended,  a  vigorous  revulsive  and  anti- 
phlogistic course  of  treatment  was  adopted,  but  without 
much  relief  to  the  patient.  The  symptoms  just  alluded 
.o  continuing,  and  gradually  increasing  in  violence,  the 
disease  on  the  fourth  day  of  their  occurrence  proved 
fatal. 

P.  S. — I  would  state  that  the  head  symptoms 
showed  themselves  in  some  degree  for  a  longer  period 
than  I  have  mentioned,  but  were  not  of  sufficient 
violence  to  lead  us  to  suppose  the  inthunmation  had 
extended  to  the  brain. 

Autopy. — July  16th,  fourteen  hours  after  death — 
Body  nearly  natural.  Head — Appearance  externally  as 
already  described.  In  examining  the  eye  affected,  the 
tissues  composing  it  were  found  to  be  almost  entirely 
disorganized.  In  the  posterior  chamber  there  was  3  ii 
or  3  hi.  of  pus,  which  had  caused  a  protrusion  of  this 
organ  very  much  forward.    The  inflammation  extended 


backward  along  the  optic  nerve,  through  the  faramen 
opticum,  involving  the  membranes  and  substance  of  the 
brain  adjacent  to  the  orbit  to  a  large  extent.  An 
abscess  half  an  inch  in  depth,  and  capable  of  containing 
5i.  of  pus  had  been  formed.  The  parts  surrounding 
were  of  a  sloughy  aspect,  and  there  was  diffused  in- 
flammation of  the  arachuoid  over  the  entire  hemisphere 
of  the  left  side,  accompanied  with  a  slight  cloudy 
effusion  between  it  and  the  pia  mater.  The  sinuses 
were  distended  with  blood,  and  the  ventricles  contained 
an  unusual  quantity  of  fluid.  From  the  meludary  sub- 
stance of  the  brain  on  incision  there  issued  small  points 
of  blood.  Throat:  Lungs  of  normal  structure,  but 
very  much  engorged  with  bloody  serum,  especially  the 
left  one.    Heart  normal. 

Abdomen  :  Liver  of  pale  pink  color,  and  very  much 
congested  ;  spleen  of  a  dark  purple  and  hypei  trophied. 
No  further  lesions  were  sought  for. 

J.  H.  Thompson. 


To  thn  Editor  of  the  New-York  Medical  Gazette. 
Tumor   of  the  Jaw. 

Dear  Sir — I  send  you  the  following  case  for  pub- 
lication in  the  Gazette,  as  being  apt  to  prove  interesting 
to  some  of  your  readers. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  O'Reilly,  M.  D. 
83,  White-street,  2nd  August,  1352. 

Mrs.  Shanaghan,  aged  35,  residing  at  llth-street, 
of  sanguineous  temperament,  states  that  about  fifteen 
years  ago  she  noticed  a  small  swelling  under  the  jaw 
on  the  right  side,  which  continued  to  increase  up  to  the 
present  period.  In  consequence  of  the  inconvenience 
caused  by  the  size  of  the  tumor  incapacitating  her  from 
following  her  usual  employment  as  dressmaker,  she  is 
most  anxious  to  have  it  removed. 

On  examination  the  tumor  is  found  to  extend  from 
the  mastoid  process  posteriorly  to  the  thyroid  carti- 
lage anteriorly,  projecting  beyond  the  latter  to  a  consi- 
derable extent — superiorly  it  is  connected  linnlv  to  the 
angle  and  ramus  of  the  inferior  maxilla;  internally  it  is 
deeply  seated  in  the  digastric  space,  and  inferiorlv  it 
hangs  down  over  the  clavicle.  The  tumor  is  firm  to 
touch  and  nobulated,  but  is  free  from  pain. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1852,  I  proceeded  to  remove 
the  tumor,  assisted  by  Drs.  O'Reilly  and  Gallahcr.  An 
incision  was  made,  commencing  at  the  mastoid  process, 
and  terminating  at  the  cricoid  cartilage,  dividing  the 
skin,  platysma,  and  superficial  fascia.  The  external 
jugular  vein  escaped  being  divided,  another  incision 
was  carried  from  above  downwards  over  the  tumor. 
The  flaps  were  now  carefully  dissected  off.  There  was 
considerable  difficulty  experienced  in  dissecting  of  the 
external  jugular  vein,  which  was  greatly  distended, 
and  was  placed  over  the  tumor.  The  sterno  clcido 
mastoid  muscle  was  spread  over  the  tumor  poste- 
riorly, and  was  also  dissected  off  without  dividing  its 
fibres — the  tumor  was  firmly  attached  to  the  angle  of 
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the  j  iw  by  ligamentous  bands,  and  lay  on  the  sheath  of 
the  carotid  artery,  bpin^  thus  in  close  connection  with 
most  important,  puts.  'lVn  arteries  requited  to  he  se- 
cured. The  woup  I  was  brought  together  by  sutures 
and  adhesive  plaster,  and  the  dressing  completed  by  a 
compress  and  roller.    The  parts  healed  by  the  first. 

BEFORE   Til K  OPERATION. 


To  tlie  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
Letter  from  Dr.  Watson. 

Dear  Sir — Much  as  I  am  indisposed  to  enter  into 
a  polemical  discussion  with  any  one  personally  unknown 
to  me,  I  can  hardly  avoid  noticing  an  article  in  your 
August  number  which  purports  to  be  a  comment  on  a 
letter  of  mine,  previously  copied  into  your  journal  from 
the  New-York  Medical  Times. 

The  writer,  signing  himself  P.  Stewart,  speaks  of 
"misstatements,"  and  "erroneous  impressions,"  into 
which  he  thinks  I  must  have  fallen  for  want  of"  compe- 
tent knowledge  "  in  relation  to  a  "  vote  of  disapproval," 
passed  at  the  meeting  of  the. State  Medical  Society  last 
winter;  which  vote  as  is  generally  known,  was  brought 
about  by  certain  gentlemen  connected  with  the  colleges, 
and  who  were  personally  interested  in  defeating  two 
memorials  then  before  the  Legislature,  the  one  from  the 
Academy  of  Medicine,  the  other  from  the  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  our  hospitals,  asking  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  Hospital  Schools. 

Now,  in  reply  to  my  letter,  your  correspondent  as- 
sures us  that  the  "  resolution  of  disapproval  "  was  pre- 
pared and  presented  at  the  State  Society  by  a  county 
representative,  and  not  by  one  of  the  Periodenti.  Well, 
I  admit  this.    I  was  aware  of  it  before  preparing  my 


I  retention  ;  there  was  no  constitutional  disturbance.  At 
the  desire  of  the  patient  chloroform  was  dispensed  with. 
A  section  of  the  tumor  showed  it  to  be  of  a  glandular 
character.  The  good  health  of  the  patient  for  so  many 
years  proved  its  non-malignancy.  _ 


AFTER  THE  OPERATION. 


first  letter,  and  I  already  knew,  what  your  correspon- 
dent should  not  have  failed  to  make  public  in  his  com- 
munication, that  he  himself  had  prepared  and  offered 
the  resolution.  But  wherein  is  this  a  repetition  of  the 
statements  in  my  letter  ?  In  his  school-boy  days  he 
must  have  read  ^Esop  to  little  purpose,  if  he'has  yet  to 
learn  that  the  unsuspicious  and  confiding  are  often,  and 
unwittingly  the  instruments,  as  well  as  the  dupes,  of 
the  designing.  Yet  whether  he  has  this  lesson  yet  to 
learn  or  not,  he  should  at  least  have  been  familiar  with 
the  good  old  rule  in  jurisprudence:  "  qui  facit  per 
alium  facit  per  se."  I  do  not,  then,  dispute  your  cor- 
respondents agency  in  bringing  forward  the  resolution ; 
but  the  trap  had  been  already  set,  and  if  his  hand  had 
not  been  used  to  spring  it,  others  would  doubtless  have 
been  ready  for  the  purpose. 

Again,  your  correspondent  assures  you,  that, 
though  his  resolution  was  not  presented  until  most  of 
the  members  had  left  the  meeting,  it  was  distinctly 
read  by  the  secretary  in  the  presence  of  several  of  the 
city  delegates,  among  whom  he  specifies  Dr.  A.  II. 
Stevens,  Dr.  Rockwell,  and  Dr.  Alonzo  Clark.  But 
here,  again,  he  is  at  fault.  The  first  two  of  these  gentle- 
men had  already  withdrawn,  as  had  also  every  member 
of  the  city  delegation  not  directly  connected  with  the 
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colleges.  As  to  Dr.  Stevens,  whatever  views  he  may 
have  advocated  at  Albany,  I  know  that  before  leaving 
this  city,  he  was  anxious  to  have  it  publicly  understood 
that  the  law  for  the  organization  of  Hospital  Schools,  as 
proposed  in  the  two  memorials,  met  with  his  hearty  ap- 
probation. As  to  Dr.  Rockwell,  he  has  no  hesitation  in 
asserting  that  the  resolution  in  question  "  was  sprung 
upon  the  city  delegates  like  a  trap  at  the  last  moment," 
when  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  expose  the  iniquity  of 
the  measure.  If  your  correspondent  had  seen,  cs  he 
intimates,  the  original  memorials  then  before  the  legisla- 
ture, he  must  have  seen  appended  to  them  the  names  of 
both  of  these  gentlemen.  But  your  correspondent  re- 
fers also  to  Dr.  Clark.  He  could,  perhaps,  in  no  other 
way  have  so  clearly  shown  how  thick  is  yet  the  seal 
upon  his  eyelids.  He  ought  at  least  to  have  considered 
that  Dr.  Clark,  as  president  of  the  society,  should  have 
nothing  to  say,  for  or  against  any  resolution  ;  that  Dr. 
C.  is  a  permanent  member  and  not  a  city  delegate  ; 
that  he  is  a  professor,  and  of  course,  in  no  way  interest- 
ed in  effecting  any  changes  in  the  present  order  of 
things  ;  and,  above  all,  that  he  is  not  a  New- Yorker, 
for  he  is  here  only  in  the  winter  time,  and  is  not  even  a 
resident  of  the  state. 

With  these  remarks,  then,  I  must  still  take  issue 
with  your  correspondent  on  the  question  of  "  competent 
knowledge,"  as  well  as  upon  every  other  point  for 
which  he  has  attempted  to  call  me  to  account ;  and 
whatever  may  be  his  impressions  to  the  contrary,  I 
again  assert,  that  the  vote  of  disapproval  wns  brought 
about  by  gentlemen  connected  with  the  colleges,  who 
had  every  thing  their  own  way,  and  who  made  it  ap- 
pear, both  in  the  society  and  elsewhere,  that  the  pro- 
posed law  for  the  organization  of  medical  schools  in  con- 
nection with  our  large  hospitals,  would  lead  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  medical  college  at  every  country  alms- 
house in  the  state.  And  for  this  assertion,  without  re- 
ferring to  any  of  the  city  members,  I  have  the  authority 
of  members  from  the  interior  counties,  who  were  pre- 
sent at  the  meeting,  and  who,  without  seeing  the  memo- 
rials, were  by  this  argument  misled  to  vote  for  Dr.  P. 
Stewart's  resolution  against  them. 

As  to  the  expression  of  individual  opinion  in  favor, 
or  against  the  establishment  of  Hospital  Schools,  I  have 
nothing  to  say.  Not  slow  in  giving  utterance  to  my 
own  views,  I  would  be  the  last  to  place  restriction  upon 
other  individuals.  But  this  is  not  the  point  at  issue. 
What  I  particularly  object  to  is  the  clandestine  assump- 
tion of  authority  by  this  metamorphosed  association,  to 
act  officially  as  the  medical  council  of  the  legislature, 
placing  itself,  every  winter,  between  the  legislature  and 
the  public  ;  prejudicing  that  assemblage  against  every 
proposal  that  does  not  look  directly  towards  the  person- 
al interests  of  certain  members  of  the  society  ;  seeking 
the  publication  of  its  proceedings  amongst  those  of  the 
legislature,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  appear  to  be  an  in- 
tegral part  of  these,  thus  bringing  them  directly  before 
the  eye  of  «'  ery  member  of  the  legislature,  and  scatter- 
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ing  them  broadcast  by  the  agency  of  these  political 
gentlemen,  over  every  town  and  hamlet  of  the  state. 
Herein  lies  the  mischievous  tendency  of  their  centraliz- 
ing medical  junto,  especially  when  led  by  unsa  uj  ulous 
and  designing  men ;  and  herein,  I  think,  is  reason 
enough  for  the  institution  of  a  proper  State  Society, 
meeting  from  place  to  place,  and  made  up,  as  in  other 
States,  exclusively  of  annual  representatives  from  local 
associations. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  in  all  kindness  assure  your 
correspondent,  Dr.  P.'  Stewart,  that  if  he  has  found  the 
language  of  my  first  letter  acrimonious,  he  has  not 
shown  it  to  be  unjust  or  undeserved.  It  may  have  been 
severe  ;  but  severe  only  from  the  gush  of  indignation, 
that  the  affairs  of  the  profession  in  this  State  are  to  be 
for  ever  ruled  by  narrow-minded  men. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  Jxo.  Watson. 

New-York,  August  25,  1852. 

Bungling  Surgery. 

We  have  on  file  a  report  of  sundry  operations  re- 
cently performed  on  a  young  lady  for  osteo  aneurism  in 
the  lower  third  of  the  tibia,  by  a  "  surgical  gosling," 
who  would  seem  to  have  been  making  a  vivisection  for 
the  purpose  of  learning  to  tie  arteries,  instead  of  con- 
tenting himself  with  his  opportunities  in  the  dead-house 
at  Bellevue.  If  correctly  reported  the  ligature  has  been 
applied  successively  to  the  anterior  and  posterior  tibial 
arteries  on  the  dislal  side  of  the  tumor,  in  the  unsurgi- 
c:d  and  absurd  expectation  that  the  circulation  in  the 
nutrient  artery  of  the  tibia  could  be  thus  interrupted. 
After  subjecting  the  innocent  sufferer  to  the  hazard  of 
these  two  experiments,  the  necessary  failure  of  which 
ought  to  have  been  known  as  well  before  as  after,  she 
has  since  had  to  submit  to  the  ligature  of  the  femoral 
artery,  which  if  called  for  at  all  should  have  preceded 
and  superseded  the  two  former  operations,  which  we 
repeat  were  unnecessary,  and  wholly  indefensible. 
Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  last  operation,  it  was 
wholly  unjustifiable  at  this  day,  until  compression  had 
been  tried  and  had  failed.  Recent  experience  has  prov- 
ed that  a  very  moderate  degree  of  compression,  only 
interrupting  the  current  of  blood  might  have  sufficed, 
without  putting  both  limb  and  life  at  hazard,  as  has 
been  done  by  the  ligature. 

Nor  does  it  help  the  matter  at  all,  that  the  operator 
was  shielded  by  the  presence  and  assistance  of  the  un- 
fledged Professor  of  Anatomy,  who  shared  in  the  lesson 
thus  recited  on  the  living  body  in  tying  arteries.  Nor 
does  it  shield  either  of  them,  that  they  took  shelter  and 
found  countenance  and  participation  in  the  responsibili- 
ty they  have  assumed  under  the  veteran  Napoleon  of 
Surgery.  His  lectures  to  his  class  from  year  to  year, 
have  taught  a  very  different  doctrine  and  practice ;  nor 
does  the  conservative  surgery  of  the  present  day  afford 
a  shadow  of  authority  for  the  bungling  of  this  unheard 
of  case.  We  can  only  hope  that  its  victim  may  escape, 
notwithstanding  her  mangling,  which  will  be  next  to  a 
miracle,  and  for  which  she  should  thank  God,  and  not 
either  science-or  skill  in  her  manglers. 
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BEFORE  THE  OPERATION. 

Resection   of  the   Chin   with   a   portion   of  the 
Body   ol"  the    Lower  Jaw. 

By  Isaac  Greene,  M.  D.  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

In  September  last,  P.  M.  set.  13  years,  who  had 
been  previously  healthy,  received  a  blow  on  the  chin, 
which  resulted  in  active  inflammation.  This  nearly  sub- 
sided in  a  few  days,  but  considerable  tumefaction  con- 
tinued without  much  pain.  About  the  first  of  February 
a  second  injury  was  sustained  by  the  part;  from  which 
time  it  more  attracted  the  attention  of  the  parents  of 
the  boy  until  about  the  middle  of  March,  when  I  first 
saw  the  case.  On  my  first  examination  I  found  a  tumor 
extending'  from  the  alveolar  processes  of  the  inferior  in- 
cisor teeth  to  the  lower  margin  of  the  jaw,  and  produc- 
ing considerable  elongation  of  chin.  The  surface  of 
the  tumor  was  smooth  and  even,  communicating  a  soft, 
elastic  and  semi-fluctuating  sensation  to  the  touch  ;  ex- 
ternally the  color  of  the  skin  was  natural,  but  when 
examined  within  the  lip  the  surface  presented  a  dark 
livid  appearance  ;  there  was  but  little  tenderness  on 
pressure,  and  not  much  pain  in  the  part  at  any  time. 
From  one  to  two  weeks  afterwards  I  made  another  exa- 
mination of  the  case  and  found  the  tumor  had  increased 
in  size  ;  and  that  several  fungoid  excrescences  had  made 
their  appearance  about  the  gums,  from  which  some  of 
the  incisor,  teeth  had  become  loosened.  Perceiving  the 
disease  progressing  rapidly,  I  sought  and  obtained  the 
opinions  of  Drs.  Mott,  Goldsmith  and  Reese;  each  of 
whom  believing  the  disease  to  be  of  malignant  fungoid 
character,  advised  an  operation  for  its  immediate  remo- 
val. About  the  first  of  April  the  patient  left  the  city, 


AFTER  THE  OPERATION. 

and  went  to  the  country  ;  he  returned  the  fore  part  of 
May  with  considerable,  extension  of  the  disease,  when 
an  operation  was  appointed  for  the  sixth  of  May.  The 
night  preceding  the  operation  the  tumor  bled  very 
freely. 

Anaesthesia  having  been  induced  through  the  influ- 
ence of  ether,  administered  by  my  friend  Dr.  E.  B. 
Belden,  I  proceeded  to  the  operation  assisted  by  Drs. 
Carnochan  and  Tompkins,  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Aaron 
Wright,  Reese  and  Bayley.  The  first  molar  tooth  on 
the  right  side,  and  the  bicuspid  on  the  left,  were  extract- 
ed, then  an  incision  commencing  in  the  mesian  line, 
about  five  lines  below  the  vermilion  border  of  the  lip 
was  continued  downwards  and  backwards  on  the  left 
side  to  a  point  at  the  base  of  the  jaw  immediately  be- 
low the  socket,  from  which  the  tooth  had  been  taken. 
A  corresponding  incision  was  then  made  on  the  right 
side  extending  about  three  lines  further  backwards  ;  the 
triangular  flap,  thus  formed,  was  then  detached  from  its 
apex  to  the  base  of  the  jaw.  The  coverings  of  the  jaw- 
bone being  next  divided  at  the  points  where  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  separate  it,  a  ligature  was  pass- 
ed through  the  tongue,  and  held  by  an  assistant,  and 
the  insertions  of  the  genio-hyoglossus  and  genio  and 
omohyoid  muscles  were  divided  with  a  bistoury.  A 
chain  saw  was  then  introduced  from  below  upwards,  by 
which  the  bone  was  easily  separated,  first  on  the  left  and 
then  the  right  side,  and  the  diseased  portion  thus  entire- 
ly removed.  The  patient  was  seated  in  a  chair  during 
the  operation,  the  head  being  supported  by  an  assistant, 
who  compressed  the  facial  artery  on  either  side,  and  also 
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kept  the  mouth  sufficiently  dependent  to  keep  it  and 
the  throat  free  from  blood.  The  haemorrhage  was  in- 
considerable. 

In  dressing  the  wound  at  the  suggestion  of  my 
friend  Dr.  Carnochan,  a  hare-lip  pin  was  passed  through 
the  superior  angle  by  which  the  muscular  substance  of 
the  tongue  anteriorily  was  kept  drawn  forward  and  at- 
tached to  the  external  flaps — this  being  firmly  secured 
— pins  were  inserted  at  each  lateral  angle  and  the 
dressing  completed  by  the  application  of  adhesive  straps 
and  bandage.  After  having  attached  the  ligature  in 
the  tongue  (it  being  a  double  one)  to  a  pin  inserted  in 
the  bandage  on  the  cheek  on  either  side. 

During  the  whole  time  occupied  by  the  operation 
and  dressing,  the  patient  was  fully  under  the  influence 
of  ether.  At  9i  o'clock,  p.  m.  six  hours  after  the  opera- 
tion, I  visited  the  patient  and  found  he  had  about  an 
hour's  sleep,  and  had  drank  some  water;  pulse  104; 
has  vomited  twice,  directed  cold  water  only  for  drink. 
Friday  7th,  Ok  a.  m.  patient  has  rested  the  greater  part 
of  the  night;  pulse  104 — is  bright  and  cheerful,  lias 
had  a  passage  from  the  bowels,  and  made  water; 
ordered  Indian  gruel  and  cold  water.  9  p.  m.  has  had 
several  hours'  sleep  through  the  course  of  the  day  ; 
pulse  10G — skin  moist — makes  no  complaint  except  of 
the  low  diet.  ,  Saturday  8th,  12  m.  did  not  sleep  well 
last  night,  pulse  104  ;  skin  nearly  natural,  ordered  beef- 
tea.  Sunday  9th,  sleep  somewhat  disturbed  last  night, 
pulse  110;  skin  a  little  dry,  continued  beef:tea  with 
cold  water  for  drink.  Monday  10th,  10  a.  m.  rested 
well  last  night,  pulse  100  ;  removed  a  part  of  the  dress- 
ing. Tuesday  11th,  12  a.  m.  has  rested  well  all  night; 
removed  the  pin  which  united  the  muscular  substance 
of  the  tongue  to  the  flaps,  as  they  were  found  to  have 
adhered.  Wednesday  12th,  removed  the  pins  from  the 
lateral  angles.  Thursday  13th,  removed  ligature  from 
the  tongue,  it  being  much  swollen,  loth,  16th,  swell- 
ing of  the  tongue  has  quite  subsided.  17th,  removed 
all  the  dressings  and  found  the  wound  generally  united, 
dressed  again  with  adhesive  straps.  June  2d,  the  pa- 
tient called  at  my  office  and  as  the  parts  were  found 
entirely  cicatrized  he  was  discharged. 

August  25,  the  boy's  general  health  has  very  much 
improved  since  the  operation;  the  interspace  in  the  jaw 
is  nearly  filled  up  by  a  fibro-cartilaginous  formation  ;  he 
speaks  well,  eats  without  difficulty,  and  appears  entirely 
free  from  disease.  The  change  in  his  appearance  can 
be  best  appreciated  by  reference  to  the  cuts  at  the 
head  of  this  article,  in  which  the  artists  Mr.  Daniels  as 
Limner,  and  Mr.  Orr,  as  Engraver,  have  faithfully  de- 
picted the  boy's  features  and  expression  befoie  and 
after  the  operation. 


Professor  Peaslee. 
[The  address  of  this  gentleman  before  the  New 
Hampshire  Medical  Society  has  been  published.  The 
duties  of  medical  men  to  themselves  and  to  their  pro- 
fession "  is  the  topic  chosen,  and  as  we  think  most  ably 


discussed.  The  following  extract  is  inserted  that  our 
readers  may  judge  of  its  merits.] 

I  know  of  no  more  efficient  method  by  which  we 
may  benefit  our  profession  directly,  than  by  treating 
every  regular  and  educated  physician  with  courtesy  and 
respect.  The  fact  cannot  be  concealed  that  one  of  the 
influences  most  powerful  in  preventing  the  profession 
from  rising  to  a  higher  level,  is  the  scandalous  deport- 
ment of  medical  men,  in  too  many  instances,  towards 
eacli  other.  For  if  two  physicians  are  reciprocally  be- 
having in  an  ungentlemanly  manner,  or  applying  oppro- 
brious epithets  to  each  other,  how  should  the  commu- 
nity around  them  be  expected  to  have  a  very  high  de- 
gree of  confidence  in  either  1  Certainly  this  cannot  be, 
unless  one,  or  both,  is  believed  to  be  falsifying  in  what 
he  says  of  the  other.  And  this  interpretation  is  certain- 
ly not  a  very  strong  ground  of  confidence,  to  begin  with. 
There  is  not  a  more  humiliating  spectacle  than  that  af- 
forded by  two  physicians,  perhaps  equally  qualified  and 
both  well  qualified  for  their  profession,  engaged  in  ma- 
ligning each  other,  and  mutually  applying  severer  epi- 
thets than  they  would  to  any  mountebank  who  might 
intrude  within  their  limits.  And  how  are  the  people, 
generally,  to  discover  the  superiority  of  scientific  medi- 
cine over  quackery,  under  such  circumstances?  if  when 
one  loses  a  patient  the  other  meanly  hints  that  the  treat- 
ment killed  him;  or  if  the  patient  is  saved,  implies  that 
the  recovery  occurred  in  spite  of  the  most  egregious 
mal- practice?  We  certainly  never  hear  anything  worse 
than  this  said  of  any  kind  of  irregular  practice.  And 
how,  I  repeat,  are  the  people  to  judge  ?  Let  us  not 
blame  them  if  they  do  not  always  judge  correctly  in 
such  circumstances.  On  the  other  hand,  let  physicians 
treat  each  other  with  courtesy,  as  they  treat  other  gen- 
tlemen ;  or,  at  all  events,  let  them  cease  to  abuse  each 
other,  and  be  silent  when  they  cannot  commend — and 
even  a  rival,  who  is  a  gentleman,  can  do  this; — let  each 
remember  that  by  speaking  contemptuously  of  a  pro- 
fessional brother  in  respectable  standing,  he  to  some 
extent  inflicts  a  scandal  on  his  profession  at  large,  as 
compared  with  other  systems  of  practice — and  we  should 
soon  see  the  results,  in  elevating  our  profession  above 
all  appearance  of  similarity  to  the  other  systems  al- 
luded to. 

But  we  may  also  directly  help  our  profession  by  di- 
rect efforts  to  isolate  it  entirely  in  the  public  mind  from 
all  other  systems  of  practice  ;  by  openly  avowing,  on  all 
proper  occasions,  an  entire  abhorrence  of  all  exclusive 
systems ;  by  never  attending  a  patient  in  consultation 
with  Thompsonians,  Hydropathists,  or  Homceopathists, 
and  not  for  a  moment  seeming  to  admit  any  real  value 
in  them  as  systems  of  practice.  To  submit  to  even  an 
appearance  of  relationship  to  any  of  these  systems  im- 
plies a  degree  of  self-abasement  which  no  well  educated 
physician  can  allow  himself  to  incur;  and  a  decent  self- 
respect  demands  that  all  attempts  to  force  such  an  alli- 
ance should  be  strenuously  resisted.  No  one  can  ex- 
pect that  the  medical  man,  who  has  thoroughly  culti- 


2G8 


THE  NEW-YORK 


vnted  the  whole  field  of  medical  science,  will  afterwards 
retire  to  some  small  hole  or  corner  within  the  same,  and 
narrow  himself  down  to  the  use  of  a  few  remedies,  and 
these  in  certain  peculiar  forms  or  quantities.  And  why 
should  he  be  expected,  any  more,  to  manifest  any  par- 
ticular sympathy  for  those  who  do  choose,  or  find  them- 
selves obliged,  to  adopt  this  narrowing  process  ?  We 
are  told  that  when  Iphicrates,  the  Athenian  general, 
was  pressed  by  an  orator  before  the  people  to  say  what 
he  was,  that  he  should  take  such  high  ground,  and  was 
asked  if  lie  was  a  soldier,  a  captain,  an  engineer,  a  spy, 
a  pioneer,  a  sapper,  a  miner?  "No,"  said  he,  "lam 
none  of  these;  but  I  am  commander  of  them  all."  So 
the  educated  physician  may  say,  "I  am  not  a  botanist, 
not  a  hydropathist ;  nor  a  homceopathist,  nor  of  any 
other  exclusive  sect ;  but  I  am  over  and  above  them 
all.  I  know  all  that  is  valuable  in  them  altogether,  and 
a  hundred  fold  more  besides,  of  which  their  contracted 
limits  have  never  included  even  the  conception." 

Nor  should  we  consent  for  any  case  to  visit  a  pa- 
tient, as  physicians,  while  under  the  care  of  any  exclu- 
sive practitioner,  and  in  his  absence,  though  with  his 
consent  or  at  his  request.  He  must  have  done  before 
we  can  begin,  if  we  begin  at  all.  Still  more:  We  may 
enlighten  our  citizens  in  regard  to  the  various  systems 
of  quackery,  and  show  the  difference  between  them  and 
scientific  practice,  in  popular  lectures,  and  by  other  such 
means,  as  circumstances  may  suggest;  always,  however, 
avoiding  discussion  with  old  women  and  others,  who 
have  adopted  and  are  strenuously  laboring  to  diffuse 
any  of  these  systems ;  since  such  cannot  appreciate  our 
arguments,  and  we  only  expend  both  our  logic  and  our 
time  to  no  purpose.  "It  is  useless,"  says  Swift,  "to 
attempt  to  reason  a  man  out  of  a  thing  which  he  was 
never  reasoned  into." 

And  in  this  connection  allow  me  to  allude  to  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  duty  of  the  medical  schools  of  our 
country  in  this  respect,  if  they  also  would,  in  every  way, 
help  our  profession.  I  hold  that  a  diploma  should  in  no 
instance  be  granted  to  a  medical  student  who  is  intend- 
ing to  adopt  either  of  the  exclusive  systems  of  practice 
I  have  mentioned.  And  I  feel  it  my  privilege  to  say 
here,  that  I  cannot  myself  conscientiously  sign  the  di- 
ploma of  such  a  candidate  ;  that  I  never  have  done  it  in 
either  of  the  medical  schools,  with  which  I  have  been 
connected,  nor  do  I  intend  hereafter  to  do  it.  How  can 
I  endorse  a  man  as  a  practitioner,  in  whose  method  of 
practice  I  have  no  confidence?  And  how  shall  I  answer 
to  the  community  if  I  do  this  ?  Moreover,  I  hold  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  medical  teachers  to  inquire  respecting 
this  matter  of  every  candidate  for  graduation  ;  and  not 
admit  any  to  examination  at  all,  whose  answers — and 
these  to  be  left  on  file  in  writing,  if  thought  best — are 
not  explicitly  to  the  effect  that  they  have  no  intention  of 
practising  either  of  the  exclusive  methods  I  have  named. 

Nor  can  such  students  themselves  complain  of  this 
arrangement.  If  they  are  sincere  in  their  professions, 
they  should  scorn  to  receive  a  diploma  from  an  Institu- 


|  tion  which  holds  their  peculiar  notions  in  contempt ;  and 
seek  it — for  such  places,  I  am  told,  exist  in  this  country — 
where  these  notions  are  taught.  This  movement  alone, 
if  made  by  all  the  schools,  would,  in  my  opinion,  do 
more  for  the  elevation  of  our  profession  and  the  sup- 
pression of  quackery,  than  anything  else  in  their  power  ; 
and  more  than  all  organizations  for  the  latter  special 
purpose.  Who  docs  not  know  that  homoeopathy  and 
hydropathy  thrive  by  attaching  themselves  to,  and,  as 
far  as  possible,  confounding  themselves  with,  the  scien- 
tific practice  of  medicine?  and  that  they  must  be  thrust 
from  it,  and  shown  in  their  own  dimensions  and  propor- 
tions, before  the  community,  generally,  can  obtain  a 
correct  view  of  them  ?  What  would  be  the  result  in  re- 
ligious matters,  if  all  the  theological  institutions  of  our 
own  country  admitted  and  graduated  all  the  different 
sects  indiscriminately?  Precisely  what  now  obtains  in 
medical  affairs.  And  the  present  system  of  graduating 
exclusives  in  our  regularly  constituted  medical  schools 
is,  in  itself,  as  great  an  inconsistency  as  that  would  be 
in  the  theological. 

Finally,  he  who  would  adorn  and  benefit  our  pro- 
fession, in  the  highest  sense,  must  also  be  an  honorable, 
upright,  and  truly  christian  man.  And  I  possess  the 
proofs  that  no  profession,  excepting  of  course  the  cle- 
rical, includes  so  many  bright  examples  in  these  respects 
as  our  own,  notwithstanding  the  very  common  but  un- 
grounded sneer  as  to  the  infidelity  of  medical  men.  I 
need,  not,  however,  adduce  these  proofs  in  this  presence  ; 
nor  need  I  mention  the  names  of  those  who  have  left  a 
halo  around  their  christian  characters,  even  more  bright 
than  that  which  encircles  their  intellectual  memories.  It 
is  enough  to  remind  you  of  the  poet's  testimony,  that 
piety  is,  after  all,  the  highest  merit,  even  in  eminent  men. 

"  And  to  add  greater  honors  to  his  age 

"  Thau  man  could  give,  he  died  fearing  God." 

With  such  aims  and  qualifications  as  have  been  spe- 
cified, every  medical  man  may  hope,  if  life  and  health 
be  spared,  to  become  in  his  degree  an  "ornament  and 
a  help"  to  his  profession.  But  even  should  he  fail  at 
last  to  do  all  he  had  hoped,  he  has  at  least  lived  and 
labored — lived  because  he  has  labored.  For 

"  Life's  more  than  breath,  and  the  quick  round  of  blood  ; 
"  'Tis  the  great  spirit  and  the  busy  heart." 

Indeed,  it  is  in  our  labors  alone  that  we  can  live  after 
our  decease.  The  labors  of  Washington  will  never 
cease  to  be  felt ;  nor  will  those  of  Calvin,  Bunyan,  or 
of  Boerhaave,  Hoffman,  "Harvey,  Jenner,  Hunter,  or 
Marshall  Hall.  Let  us,  then,  strive  to  do  something 
worthy  of  an  existence  at  the  present  era  of  unexampled 
scientific  and  practical  progress.  The  progress  of  mind 
is  ever  onward.  Let  us  do  our  whole  duty,  and  we 
shall  never  be  forgotten. 

"  Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us, 
We  can  make  our  lives  sublime  ; 
And  departing  leave  behind  us 
Footsteps  on  the  sands  of  time. 
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"  Footsteps  which  perhaps  auother, 
Sailing  o'er  life's  solemn  main, 
A  forlorn  and  shipwrecked  hrother, 
Seeing  may  take  life  again. 

"  Not  enjoyment  and  not  sorrow, 
Is  our  destined  end  or  way  ; 
But  to  act,  that  each  to-morrow 
Find  us  farther  than  to-day. 

"  Let  us,  then,  be  up,  and  doing, 
With  a  heart  for  any  fate  ; 
Still  achieving,  still  pursuing,  - 
Learn  to  labor  and  to  wait." 


Dr.  Bedford,   the    New-York  University  School, 
and   their  Organ. 

The  trio  tlius  placed  in  juxtaposition,  are  rapidly 
acquiring  that  "  bad  eminence,"  and  certain  overthrow 
which  is  their  manifest  destiny.  Neither  wealth,  nor 
the  prestige  of  any  name,  nor  the  self-laudation,  nepot- 
ism, diplomacy,  advertising,  nor  the  artifices  and  tricks 
of  their  circulars,  can  arrest  their  downward  proclivity 
to  an  ignoble  grave,  now  that  the  "  unfettered  press"  is 
rallying  in  the  North  as  well  as  the  South  to  rescue  the 
profession  from  being  longer  disgraced  by  the  quacke- 
ries of  this  ill-sorted  and  ill-fated  school. 

Recent  developments  remind  us  of  that  truthful 
apostrophe  of  Sheridan  to  his  country — "  Give  them  a 
corrupt  House  of  Lords  ;  give  them  a  venal  House  of 
Commons  ;  give  them  a  tyrannical  prince  ;  give  them 
a  truckling  court;  and  let  me  have  but  an  unfettered 
Press  f  and  I  will  defy  them  to  encroach  a  hair's 
breadth  upon  the  liberties  of  England  !"  So  we  would 
encourage  our  brethren  of  the  profession,  "  give  us  but 
an  unfettered  press  !"  and  "  though  hand  join  in  hand  " 
yet  nothing  can  avert  from  the  kindred  trinity,  named 
at  the  head  of  this  article,  their  early  and  inevitable 
doom. 

In  another  part  of  this  paper  will  be  found  a  signifi- 
cant article  from  the-  pen  of  Professor  Dugas  of  the 
Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  in  which  the 
"  Organ  "  of  Dr.  Bedford  and  the  University  is  fitly 
characterized.  So  much  for  the  South.  The  following 
is  the  voice  of  the  North,  coming  as  it  does  from  Dr. 
Parker,  the  high  minded  editor  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Journal  of  Medicine  : 

"  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  University  of  New- 
York  is  in  a  bad  way.  Its  struggles  for  existence  in 
competition  with  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, and  also,  more  recently,  with  the  New- York 
Medical  College,  have  been  confessedly  more  and  more 
desperate  and  more  and  more  unprincipled.  It  is  im- 
possible now  to  speak  of  all  the  tricks  and  subterfuges 
resorted  to,  to  obtain  students.  Among  the  latter  of 
these  means  is  the  idea  of  an  obstetric  clinic,  the  name 
of  which  was  evidently  suggested  by  the  University  of 
Buffalo,  in  which,  after  great  parade  and  glorification, 
cases  are  presented  such  .as  may  be  seen  at  any  ordi- 
nary clinic,  differing  in  no  way  frqm  them  except  that 
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the  Professor  occasionally,  say  often  enough  to  excite 
the  grossest  of  curiosities,  exposes  a  female,  and  possi- 
bly introduces  a  speculum.  Now  we  venture  to  say 
that  no  one  useful  lesson  can  be  learned  by  "  those  pu- 
pils on  their  crowded  benches,"  that  cannot  be  learned 
at  other  ordinary  clinical  lectures;  that  is,  taking  the 
Lancet  report  as  our  basis  of  reasoning. 

"  Still  farther :  there  are  in  the  city  of  New-York 
several  well  conducted  medical  journals,  whose  pages 
are  always  open  to  valuable  articles,  come  from  whom 
they  may.  How  natural  to  do,  as  is  done  in  Philadel- 
phia, with  valuable  clinical  lectures,  publish  them  in  the 
journals  of  the  city,*  where  they  are  delivered.  But 
no  ;  the  lectures  are  reported  for  a  distant  journal,  and 
that  not  the  first  in  the  country.  It  claims,  however,  to 
have  a  very  wide  circulation.  Is  this  distant  journal 
selected  because  its  influence  is  greater ;  because  it  is 
known  more  favorably  than  any  other;  because  in  this 
way  the  profession  can  be  more  benefitted  than  in  any 
other  ?  Or  is  this  journal  selected  because  it  will  pub- 
lish the  lectures  without  asking  any  questions,  and  be- 
cause it  will  at  the  same  time  lend  all  its  influence  to 
puff  the  University.  The  appearance  is  that  these  are 
the  true  reasons.  We  may  be  in  error ;  but,  judging 
from  the  pages  of  the  Lancet,  this  has  been  for  a  long 
time  our  unprejudiced  conviction.  Take,  for  example 
the  number  of  the  Lancet  which  contains  the  passage 
which  we  have  inserted  above,  and  its  first  article  is 
the  twentieth  of  these  lectures,  which  occupies  twelve 
pages ;  the  first  two  being  devoted  chiefly  to  glorifica- 
tion of  the  lecturer,  his  clinic,  and  '  the  crowded  seats 
before  him.'  Most  of  the  cases  were  those  of  ordinary 
occurrence,  but  the  'great  attraction'  was  a  case  of 
polypus  of  the  uterus,  of  which  the  report  saws  : 
'Here  the  patient  was  placed  on  a  bed,  and  without  the 
slightest  exposure,  the  Professor  taking  the  index  finger 
of  the  left  hand  as  a  guide,  introduced  along  the  finger 
the  calculous  forceps,  with  which  he  seized  the  polvpus; 
and  this  he  twisted  off  two  or  three  times  and  removed 
it  apparently  without  the  least  difficulty,  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  patient,  and  admiration  of  the  class  ;' 
and  we  venture  to  add,  without  their  deriving  a  paiticle 
of  instruction  from  it  other  than  can  be  gained  by  read- 
ing a  description  of  the  process.  Then,  skipping  three 
pages  of  other  matter,  we  have  a  letter  from  Indiana, 
of  a  page  and  a  half,  puffing  the  University  ;  then  puss 
eight  pag'es,  and  a  letter  of  a  page  comes  puffing  Dr. 
Valentine  Mbit,  and  with  him  the  University;  then  a 
page  of  abuse  of  the  editor  of  the  New- York  Medical 
Gazette,  who  is  especially  obnoxious  to  the  Lancet  


*  No  medical  Journal  in  New- York  will  publish  such  bald 
fictions  as  the  "  lectures  "  are  known  to  be  here.  We  tried  it, 
but  were  obliged  to  tell  Dr.  B.  and  his  man  Friday,  that  "  we 
could  do  any  thing  but  lie  for  him,"  but  that  we  would  not  do  any 
longer.  We  had  been  "  caught  napping"  with  that  operation  of 
Dr.  Mott,  which  we  published  unwittingly  as  Dr.  Bedford's  at  his 
personal  solicitation.  We  knew  no  better  till  corrected  by  Dr. 
Mott  himself.— -Ed.  Gaz. 
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for  what  reason  we  do  not  know,  unless  because  he 
spoke  too  plainly  of  the  University.  After  a  page  and 
a  half  come  five  pages  of  Professor  Bedford's  March 
address  to  liis  class  ;  then  five  and  a  half  pages  of  other 
matter,  when  we  come  to  the  editorial,  consisting  of 
nine  pages,  of  which  six  at  least  are  directly  or  indirect* 
}y  puffing  University, — seven  pages  of  Thompson's 
lectures  on  medical  jurisprudence,  in  our  opinion  the 
most  valuable  part  of  the  number,  close  it — a  total  of 
twenty- six  and  one  half  pages  concerning  the  University  , 
or  calling  attention  to  it,  to  twenty-eight  pages  of  other 
reading  matter.  If,  now,  our  readers,  bear  in  mind  that 
the  reports  in  the  Lancet  are  alluded  to  in  the  lectures 
of  the  Professor,  and  that  the  janitor  of  the  University 
is  one  of  the  authorized  agents  of  the  Lancet  in  the  city, 
have  we  not  an  evident  intimacy  of  connection  which 
hardly  fits  an  editor  to  be  an  unbiassed  judge  of  the 
school  ?  In  fact,  were  the  Faculty  of  any  institution  to 
establish  a  journal  on  purpose  to  puff  themselves  and 
make  public  opinion,  what  more  could  they  desire  ?" 

We  honor  Dr.  Parker  for  the  evidence  furnished 
here  that  he  has  an  '■  unfettered  press,"  and  knows  how 
to  use  it.  The  profession  here  and  every  where  only 
need  more  light,  and  thanks  to  our  contemporaries, 
they  are  in  a  fair  way  to  have  it.  It  is  full  time  that 
the  "  rotten-borough  "  burlesque  upon  a  medical  college 
in  14th-st.  should  be  exploded.  We  have  ventured  to 
predict  its  downfall  as  the  certain  result  of  its  exposure 
to  the  profession  and  the  public.  Even  the  prestige  of 
Dr.  Mott's  name  cannot  save  it  from  utter  failure,  not 
for  a  single  year,  as  the  forthcoming  session  will  prove. 
Their  sub-professors  and  summer  course  have  already 
fulfilled  our  prophecj',  and  all  parties  are  heartily 
ashamed  of  the  humbug.  Dr.  Bedford's  clinique  is  be- 
neath contempt,  as  is  his  Plattsburg  organ  of  the  school- 
The  students  who  come  to  New-York  for  medical  edu- 
cation, will  no  longer  be  gulled  by  pompous  pretension, 
and  empty  glorification,  all  of  which  will  now  be  under- 
stood to  be  nothing  but  gas. 


Lectures  on  Operative  Surgery. 

BY  J.  M.  CARNOCHAN,  M.D. 
Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery  in  the  New- York 
Medical  College,  &c. 

[Reported.] 
On  Lithotomy. 

[Continued  from  p.  214  ] 

I  have  now  finished  what  I  had  to  say  in  relation  to 
the  best  mode  of  performing  bi- lateral  and  uni-lateral 
lithotomy.  I  have  directed  your  attention  to  the  extent 
to  which  you  would  be  justifiable  in  carrying  your  inci- 
sions through  the  prostate,  reference  being  had  to  the 
anatomical  disposition  of  the  ilio-vesical  fascia,  as  form- 
ing the  boundary  between  the  perineum  and  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis.  The  principle,  once  admitted,  of  the  im- 
propriety of  transcending  the  limits  of  the  prostate 
gland,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  double  section  of  the 


prostate,  resulting  from  bi-lateral  lithotomy,  must  at 
times  prove  insufficient  for  the  transit  of  calculi,  of  cer- 
tain dimensions,  without  contusing  and  laceration  of  the 
tissues.  M.  Senn  has  proposed  to  obtain  a  larger  open- 
ing in  the  prostate,  by  dividing  the  left  lateral  lobe 
transversely,  and  the  right  obliquely.  The  division  of 
the  gland,  transversely  on  either  side,  from  the  urethra, 
has  also  been  practised,  with  the  view  of  procuring  an 
opening  of  larger  perimeter  than  that  resulting  from  the 
division  of  the  lateral  lobes,  in  the  direction  of  the  ob- 
lique radii,  downwards  and  outwards.  To  the  same  end, 
M.  Vidal  has  described  a  method  of  dividing  the  pros- 
tate in  four  of  its  oblique  radii,  still  observing  the  rule  of 
not  transcending  the  limits  of  the  gland.  He  proposes 
to  add  to  the  bi  lateral  section  of  the  gland,  downwards 
and  outwards,  two  other  incisions,  which  shall  divide  the 
gland  in  the  direction  of  its  oblique  radii,  on  either  side, 
upwards  and  outwards.  This  proceeding  is  called 
qua dri- lateral  lithotomy,  and  is  novel  so  far,  that  more 
definite  language  is  used  in  regard  to  the  safest  manner 
of  making  the  incisions.  A  special  instrument — a  kind  of 
four-bladed  lithotome — has  been  invented  for  effecting 
the  simultaneous  quadruple  incision  of  the  gland  ;  but  as 
the  necessity  for  the  multiple  section  of  the  prostate  can 
not  always  be  primarily  perceived,  an  operation  of  this 
kind  is  better  conducted,  by  performing  first  the  bi- 
lateral lithotomy,  as  already  described,  and  afterwards, 
if  required,  by  making,  by  means  of  a  blunt  pointed 
straight  bistoury,  a  third  or  fourth  incision,  upwards  and 
outwards,  through  the  upper  portion  of  the  gland. 

The  operation  of  lithotomy  is  sometimes  attended  with 
embarrassing  complications,  which  the  surgeon  should 
foresee,  and  for  which  he  should  be  prepared.  Thus,  the 
perineum  may  be  unusually  deep,  the  prostate  gland 
may  be  indurated  and  enlarged,  a  calculus  may  be  en- 
cysted in  the  coats  of  the  bladder,  or  confined  towards 
the  upper  fundus,  by  a  kind  of  hour  glass  contraction, 
or  the  calculus  may  be  so  large,  as  to  defy  extraction 
by  ordinary  means,  the  rectum  in. the  aged,  more  espe- 
cially, may  be  dilated  towards  its  lower  part,  and  bulge 
forward,  on  each  side  of  the  prostate,  or  the  rectum  may 
become  prolapsed  during  the  operation,  as  most  com- 
monly happens  in  children. 

Although  the  perineum  may  be  of  unusual  depth 
and  hardness,  and  although  the  prostate  may  be  consi- 
derably enlarged,  it  will  be  found  in  most  cases  of  this 
character,  that  Liston's  knife  suffices  for  the  easy  per- 
formance of  the  operation.  To  meet  certain  exigencies, 
the  gorget  has  been  resorted  to,  and  M.  Syme  has  pro- 
jected a  proslatome,  for  the  more  accurate  division  of 
the  prostate,  where  the  perineum  is  of  extraordinary 
depth  and  firmness.  Mr.  Syme's  knife  may  answer  the 
purpose  very  well,  but  it  seems  to  be,  from  his  descrip- 
tion, nothing  more  than  the  cutting  portion  of  the  blade 
of  Hawkins'  gorget,  fixed  upon  a  handle,  the  beak  be- 
ing dispensed  with. 

When  the  calculus  is  pinched  up,  as  it'  were,  and 
retained,  by  the  contraction  of  the  superior  fundus, 
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from  irritability  of  the  organ,  it  can  generally  be  grasped 
by  the  blades  of  the  forceps,  careful  and  dexterous  ma- 
nipulation being  used ;  but  where  the  stone  is  actually 
encysted,  much  difficulty  and  embarrassment  may  arise 
in  effecting  extraction.  In  this  last  instance,  it  is  ad- 
vised, when  the  stone  is  within  reach  of  the  finger,  to 
introduce  a  knife,  enclosed  in  a  sheath  like  the  Uthoiome 
cacki,  but  sharp  only  at  its  extremity,  and  with  this  to 
incise  the  wall  of  the  cyst,  so  that  the  calculus  may  fall, 
or  be  pushed,  into" the  cavity  of  the  bladder.  It  has 
also  been  proposed  to  effect  the  same  object,  by  passing 
a  blunt  pointed,  narrow  bistoury,  sharp  only  at  the  extre- 
mity, and  guided  along  the  index  finger,  so  as  to  lay  open 
the  enclosing  cyst.  Again,  the  forceps  have  been  used, 
by  seizing  repeatedly  with  the  blades  of  the  instrument 
the  mucous  membrane  covering  the  calculus  ;  and  thus, 
by  bruising  and  lacerating  the  intervening  wall  of  the 
cyst,  an  opening  is  obtained  for  the  liberation  of  the 
calculus.  If  the  stone  be  imprisoned  towards  the  infe- 
rior fundus  of  the  bladder,  the  extrusion  of  the  stone 
from  its  envelope  may  be  facilitated  by  introducing  the 
finger  into  the  rectum,  and  pushing  the  foreign  body  to- 
wards the  cavity  of  the  bladder.  I  have  already  allud- 
ed to  that  condition  of  the  rectum,  which  is  sometimes 
met  with  in  the  aged,  where  that  portion  of  the  intes- 
tine which  corresponds  to  the  prostate  is  unusually  di- 
lated, and  projects  anteriorly,  on  either  side  of  the  gland. 
Here,  the  rectum  must  be  thoroughly  evacuated  of  its 
faecal  contents,  and  during  the  incisions,  the  walls  of 
the  gut  must  be  carefully  guarded  by  pushing  with  the 
fingers  of  the  left  hand,  from  before  the  edge  of  the 
knife,  the  sacculated  portion  of  the  dilated  intestine,  or 
by  passing  the  finger  into  the  rectum  itself,  so  as  to 
remove  it  from  the  line  of  the  incisions.  In  children, 
more  particularly,  the  escape  of  fceculent  material  and 
prolapsus  of  the  rectum  are  apt  to  occur,  during  the 
operation  of  lithotomy,  from  debility  of  the  sphincter  and 
levator  ani,  or  from  the  violent  convulsive  efforts  made 
to  escape  from  restraint.  Even,  where  chloroform  has 
been  administered,  this  embarrassment  may  take  place- 
The  difficulty  must  be  overcome  by  returning  the  pro- 
truded bowel,  and  preventing  its  descent  again,  by  ap- 
plying a  folded  compress  of  linen  rag  over  the  orifice 
of  the  anus,  and  maintaining  it  there  by  the  hand  of  an 
assistant;  or  to  accomplish  this,  the  operator  himself 
may  employ  his  left  hand,  while,  with  the  right,  he  is 
making  the  incisions. 

The  exact  dimensions  of  a  calculus  cannot  always  be 
ascertained  before  the  commencement  of  the  operation 
for  its  extraction.  It  may  be  much  larger  than  was  antici- 
pated— much  too  large  for  the  extent  of  the  incision 
which  has  been  made  for  its  transit,  whatever  method  of 
prostatic  lithotomy  is  contemplated.  If  the  lateral  ope- 
ration has  been  performed,  and  the  calculus  is  found  to  be 
too  large  to  pass  through  the  incision,  according  to  the 
best  authorities,  the  incision  should  not  be  prolonged  be- 
yond the  boundaries  of  the  prostate  gland;  but  the  edge 
of  the  knife  should  be  turned  toward  the  right  lateral  lobe 


of  the  prostate,  which  should  be  incised  in  the  direction 
of  its  oblique  radius,  downwards  and  outwards.  Or  the 
incision  may  be  carried  outwards,  dividing  the  right  lobe 
in  the  direction  of  its  transverse  diameter.  This  would 
give  an  opening  resulting  from  the  division  of  the  left 
lateral  lobe  obliquely,  and  of  the  right  lateral  lobe  trans- 
versely, which,  according  to  Senn,  would  allow  of  the 
passage  of  a  calculus  not  exceeding  eighteen  lines  in  di- 
ameter, without  laceration  of  the  parts  beyond  the  gland. 
If  the  double  incision,  as  made  by  the  lithotome  cache 
double  of  Dupuytren,  is  found  to  be  insufficient,  to  gain 
an  opening  of  greater  circumference,  the  prostate  may 
be  divided  on  one  side,  in  the  direction  of  its  anterior 
oblique  radius,  or  the  quadri  lateral  incision  of  M.  Vidal 
may  be  resorted  to,  by  at  once  dividing  the  prostate  ob- 
liquely, upwards  and  outwards  in  the  direction  of  the 
anterior  oblique  radii  on  both  sides. 

A  patient  is  mentioned  by  Deschamps  upon  whom 
the  operation  of  perineal  lithotomy  was  successful, 
where  the  stone  was  of  such  dimensions,  that  it  must 
have  required  an  opening  seven  inches  in  circumference 
to  permit  its  extraction.  It  is  to  be  inferred  that,  in 
this  instance,  the  borders  of  the  prostate  were  passed, 
either  by  laceration  of  the  parts,  or  by  prolonging  the 
incision  ;  for  even  the  quadri-lateral  section  of  the  pros- 
tate within  its  limits,  will  not  give  an  opening  of  this  ex- 
tent. When  the  diameters  of  tin;  calculus  are  such, 
that  even  the  multiple  section  of  the  prostate  does  not 
effect  an  opening  of  sufficient  circumference  for  its  ex- 
traction, without  lacerating  terribly  the  neck  and  inferior 
fundus  of  the  bladder,  efforts  must  be  made  to  break  the 
stone  into  fragments,  by  means  of  instruments  fashioned 
so  as  to  act  after  the  manner  of  the  Biise-pierres,  with 
varieties  of  which  the  operator  should  be  furnished.  If 
the  calculus  can  be  reduced  into  fragments,  the  difficulty 
at  once  disappears,  if,  however,  the  calculus  resists  the 
action  of  the  instrument,  the  surgeon  may  throw  himself 
upon  two  alternatives;  he  may  either  forcibly  drag  the 
calculus  by  means  of  large  forceps  and  the  aid  of  assist- 
I  ants,  through  the  inferior  fundus  of  the  bladder  and  the 
I  inferior  strait  of  the  pelvis ;  or  he  may  relinquish  the 
operation  and  allow  "  the  patient  to  die  in  peace."  An 
I  operation  commenced  under  such  circumstances  is 
j  wrongly  projected;  perineal  lithotomy  should  not  be 
j  attempted  at  all,  and  should  give  way  the  supra-pubic 
or  Hypogastric  operation,  which  alone  is  suited  to  meet 
such  extraordinary  exigencies. 

Immediately  after  the  extraction  of  the  calculus,  the 
surgeon  may  have  to  contend  with  the  consecutive  acci- 
dents, and  one  of  the  most  serious  of  these  is  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  hemorrhage.  Thus,  excessive  bleeding  may 
occur  from  vessels  which  have  been  wounded  during  the 
external  incisions,  and  also  from  other  vessels  lying  in  the 
course  of  the  deep  or  internal  incisions.  The  internal  pu- 
dic  artery,  except  in  cases  of  anomalous  distribution,  can 
be  but  seldom  wounded,  if  ordinary  precaution  be  ob- 
served ;  the  superficial  and  the  transverse  arteries  of  the 
perineum  are  more  likely  to  be  the  source  of  hernorr- 
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hagc  in  the  range  of  the  external  incisions.    Injury  to 
the  bulb,  or  to  the  artery  of  the  bulb,  the  division  of 
the  veinous  plexus,  which  encircles  the  prostate  and 
which  in  persons  advanced  in  life  is  often  found  enlarged, 
and  lesion  of  the  coats  of  the  bladder,  especially  of 
the  mucous  inenibi  ane,  are  the  sources  of  severe  hemorr- 
hage, resulting  from  the  internal  or  deep  incisions  of  the 
operation.    Profuse  hemorrhage,  occurring  from  the  ex- 
ternal vessels,  may  be  arrested  without  difficulty,  by 
using  the  tenaculum  and  securing  by  ligature  the  vessels 
running  among  the  superficial  layers  of  the  perineum. 
The  hemorrhage  to  be  most  dreaded  comes  from  the 
more  internal  incisions.    The  artery  of  the  bulb  lies 
very  deep  between  the  layers  of  the  triangular  ligament, 
the  dense  and  unyielding  structure  of  which  prevents 
the  bleeding,  orifices  of  the  vessel  from  closing  or  from 
retracting,  if  it  happens  to  be  wounded.    This  artery  is 
short,  and  the  wound,  if  any  be  inflicted,  must  be  close 
to  the  trunk  of  the  internal  pudic  artery ;  consequently 
the  bleeding  more  particularly  in  the  adult,  may  be  pro- 
fuse and  alarming  from  this  source.    Lesion  to  the  ar- 
tery of  the  bulb  can  generally  be  avoided,  as  it  does 
not  run  in  the  way  of  the  necessary  incisions.   It  should 
be  recollected  that  this  artery  runs  in  a  transverse  di- 
rection from  its  origin,  to  reach  the  side  of  the  poste- 
rior part  of  the  bulb,  and  that  it  is  seated  about  two  or 
three  lines  higher  up  than  the  base  of  the  triangular  li- 
gament.   To  reach  the  groove  of  the  staff,  therefore, 
through  the  urethra,  the  opening  should  be  made  be- 
hind the  bulb,  and  posterior  to  the  base  of  the  triangu- 
lar ligament;  and  the  edge  of  the  knife  should  be  inva- 
riably turned  downwards  and  backwards. 

The  bleeding,  comparatively  unimportant  during  the 
operation,  may  assume  the  form  of  internal  hemorrhage, 
the  symptoms  of  which  do  not  manifest  themselves  for 
one,  two,  or  three  hours  after  the  operation.  The  pa. 
tient  will  complain  of  excessive  desire  to  pass  the  urine, 
but  is  unable  to  do  so,  either  through  the  urethra  or  the 
wound;  he  has  great  uneasiness,  with  a  sensation  of 
weight  about  the  rectum  and  neck  of  the  bladder ;  and 
he  becomes  restless,  faint,  cold  and  pale.  When  such 
symptoms  are  present,  the  surgeon  must  examine  and 
re-open  the  wound  ;  and  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  most 
likely,  will  be  found  filled  with  coagula  of  blood.  In 
such  a  case,  the  clots  of  blood  should  be  immediately 
removed  from  the  bladder  and  from  the  tract  of  the 
wound,  and  the  source  of  the  hemorrhage  sought  for. 
If  the  difficulty  has  arisen  from  the  external  flow  of 
blood  from  some  of  the  superficial  arteries,  it  can  be 
promptly  arrested  by  the  use  of  the  tenaculum,  or  for- 
ceps, and  the  ligature.  Where,  however,  a  hemorrhage 
of  a  graver  character,  having  for  its  source  the  artery  of 
the  bulb  or  some  of  the  other  deep  seated  vessels,  is  pre- 
sented, two  methods  may  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  com- 
mand the  further  effusion  of  blood ;  compression,  and 
the  use  of  the  ligature  en  masse.  Compression  may  be 
practised  in  different  ways  ;  a  gum  elastic  canula  may  be 
passed  into  the  bladder,  so  as  to  afford  an  egress  for  the 
urine  ;  the  operator  should  then  take  two  oblong  plugs 


of  lint,  of  proper  hardness,  having  each  a  ligature,  with 
the  two  ends  long  enough  to  hang  from  the  wound  ex- 
ternally, when  the  plug  is  suitably  placed,  tied  around 
the  centre ;  these  plugs  are  passed  along  the  tract  of 
the  wound,  on  each  side  of  the  canula,  as  far  as,  and 
beyond  ;  the  bleeding  points;  the  threads  of  each  plug 
are  then  separated  ;  between  the  threads,  lint  is  passed 
up  to  the  plug,  already  inserted,  and  the  wound  is  thus 
stuffed,  as  it  were,  on  a  level  with  the  external  surface; 
the  ends  of  ligatures  are  then  tied  over  the  lint  last  in- 
serted on  each  side  of  the  wound.  For  the  same  ob- 
ject, Dupuytren  used  a  silver  canula,  around  which  a 
linen  bag  was  so  arranged  that  the  beak  of  the  canula 
passed  through  an  opening  at  the  bottom,  for  a  short 
distance  ;  the  bag  being  there  secured,  opposite  a  groove 
in  the  canula,  by  circular  rolls  of  thread.  The  canula, 
thus  prepared,  was  passed  along  the  wound,  into  the 
cavity  of  the  bladder ;  and  the  linen  bag  was  then  filled 
with  lint  so  as  to  produce  compression  on  all  sides  of  the 
wound.  The  best  mode,  however,  of  effecting  com- 
pression is  to  use  a  canula,  either  of  gum  elastic  or  of 
silver,  encircled  with  a  layer  of  compressed  sponge,  ex- 
tending from  one  extremity  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  beak :  the  sponge  is  secured  by  repeated  circles  of 
thread  passed  around  it;  the  canula  is  then  passed  into 
the  cavity  of  the  bladder  and  properly  retained  in  situ; 
the  compressed  sponge  speedily  expands  by  the  mois- 
ture with  which  it  comes  in  contact,  and  thus  seals  the 
bleeding  orifices.  This  method  generally  suffices  to  ar- 
rest the  hemorrhage,  whether  it  proceeds  from  vessels 
seated  superficially  or  more  deeply  towards  the  neck  of 
the  bladder. 

When  compression  has  been  fairlv  tried  and  found 
to  be  unavailing,  and  the  amount  of  blood  lost  has  been 
such  as  to  affect  the  powers  of  the  system  with  alarming 
prostration,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  use  of  the  liga- 
ture. When  the  bleeding  takes  place  from  the  super- 
ficial vessels,  and  the  mouths  of  the  bleeding  vessels  can 
be  seen  by  inspecting  the  wound,  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  the  application  of  the  ligature,  as  the  vessels  can  be 
easily  seized  by  the  forceps  or  the  tenaculum.  In  a  case 
of  wound  of  the  internal  pudic  artery,  during  lithotomy, 
Physick  passed  a  curved  needle,  armed  with  a  double 
thread,  between  the  artery  and  the  ischio-pubic  ramus, 
and  thus  secured  the  vessel.  It  has  been  proposed,  in 
such  an  exigency, to  pass  the  ligature  through  the  obtu- 
rator foramen  and  to  encircle  the  ischio-pubic  ramus, 
and  also  the  artery,  as  it  courses  along  its  inner  border. 
Trarers  has  advised  that  the  vessel  be  secured  by  liga- 
ture, at  the  point  where  it  passes  through  the  ischiatic  li- 
gaments. The  plan  of  Physick,  torsion  of  the  vessel, 
and  the  proper  application  of  compressed  sponge  upon 
the  bleeding  orifice,  seems  however  to  be  the  means 
most  to  be  relied  upon,  when  this  accident  occurs,  which 
in  reality  is  but  seldom.  Troublesome  hemorrhage  is 
more  apt  to  arise  from  the  division  of  the  artery  of  the 
bulb  or  of  some  of  the  other  deep  seated  vessels.  In 
such  instances,  the  wound  must  be  cleared  of'  coagula, 
and  the  seat  of  the  bleeding  orifice  ascertained;  the 
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curved  ligature  needle  of  Petit,  armed  with  a  flat  liga- 
ture, is  then  guided  by  the  finger  and  dipped  into  the 
structures,  near  the  point  whence  the  bleeding  proceeds  : 
the  artery  can  thus  be  encircled  in  the  loop  of  the  liga- 
ture and  be  effectively  secured. 

Another  accident  sometimes  occurring  during  the 
operation  of  lithotomy,  the  effect  of  which  requires  im- 
mediate attention,  is  lesion  of  the  rectum.  The  rectum 
is  most  in  danger  of  being  wounded,  while  the  external 
incisions  are  being  made,  or  when  the  prostrate  is  being 
divided,  and  also  when  undue  and  badly  directed  force 
is  exercised  in  efforts  to  extract  the  calculus.  The 
wound  inflicted  may  be  near  the  external  incision,  or  in 
proximity  to  the  prostate.  If  the  gut  be  injured  near 
the  anus,  the  wound  must  be  prolonged,  so  as  to  effect 
complete  division  of  its  inferior  extremity ;  when,  how- 
ever, the  injury  is  seated  near  the  prostate,  we  have  to 
expect  the  formation  and  persistence  of  a  vesicorectal 
fistula*  which  will  have  to  be  treated,  when  the  patient 
has  in  other  respects  recovered  from  the  operation. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  influence  of  fear 
or  of  excessive  pain  may  so  act  upon  the  nervous  system, 
as  to  produce  occasionally  results  of  a  serious  or  even  of 
a  fatal  character.  Although  the  use  of  chloroform  or  of 
ether  will  assist  in  obviating  accidents  from  these  causes, 
the  operator  must  never  forget  that,  under  all  circum- 
stances, his  chief  reliance  must  be  upon  his  own  skill  in 
the  extraction  of  the  calculus,  and  upon  his  judgment 
in  maintaining  a  suitable  relation  between  the  extent 
of  the  prostatic  incisions,  and  the  size  of  the  foreign 
body  to  be  removed. 

Ecchymosis  of  the  perineum  and  infiltration  of  urine 
into  the  scrotum  must  be  obviated  by  directing  properly 
the  external  incisions,  and  by  making  them  of  sufficient  ex. 
tent.  The  section  of  the  ductus  ejaculatorii  will  be  avoid- 
ed, in  lateral  and  in  bi-lateral  lithotomy,  if  the  prostate 
be  divided  either  on  one,  or  on  botli  sides,  in  the  direc 
tion  of  the  oblique  radius  of  the  gland,  downwards  and 
outwards. 

After  the  operations  of  lithotomy  as  already  des- 
cribed, the  incisions  necessary  for  the  removal  of  the 
calculus  close  up  gradually,  by  second  intention,  and  in 
the  course  of  from  eleven  to  twenty-five  days,  the  whole 
of  the  urine,  a  portion  of  which  had  passed  through  the 
wound,  takes  its  natural  course  through  the  urethra.  At 
times,  however,  the  wound  remains  open  and  forms  a 
urinary  fistuia ;  and  at  other  times,  after  the  wound  has 
healed,  incontinence  of  urine  is  found  to  remain.  The 
treatment  of  the  last  mentioned  consecutive  accidents, 
manifested  at  a  time  remote  from  the  operation  itself, 
will  be  explained,  when  the  crass  of  diseases,  to  which 
these  accidents  belong,  comes  up  for  consideration. 

The  operation  of  lithotomy,  although  well  performed, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  precepts  laid  down,  may  be 
followed  by  a  fatal  termination.  Phlegmonous  inflam- 
mation, and  gangrene  of  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  pelvis 
may  be  prevented  by  confining  the.  incisions  within  the 
limits  of  the  prostate  ;  but  still  cystitis,  and  purulent  in- 
flammation of  the  veins  may  take  place,  leading  to  the 


'  death  of  the  patient.  Some  latent  disease  or  morbid  pre 
i  disposition  may  also  have  been  present  in  some  of  the  in- 
ternal organs  or  tissues,  and  although  undetected  at  the 
time,  they  may  be  aroused  into  active  development  during 
the  traumatic  fever  following  the  operation.   The  br -tin, 
the  lungs,  the  pleura,  the  intestines,  the  abdominal  paren- 
I  chematous  organs  may  then  become  invaded  with  active 
inflammation,  with  purulent  effusion,  or  with  deposits  of 
pus,  and  the  patient  may  be.  hurriedly  and  unexpected- 
ly carried  off.    Be  careful  then,  before  operating,  to  cx- 
|  amine  the  internal  viscera;  for  if  they  are  in  a  patholo- 
i  gical  condition,  a  favorable  result  cannot  be  anticipated. 

I  have  now  terminated  what  I  had  to  say  in  relation 
!  to  the  operation  of  lithotomy  upon  the"  adult  male.  In 
!  the  next  lecture,  I  shall  direct  your  attention  to  the 
operation  of  Lituotiuty. 


Selling  a  Recipe   for  the  Cholera. 

j  A  Frenchman,  representing  himself  to  be  a  physi- 
cian, honored  us  with  a  call  a  few  mornings  since.  His 
spare  figure,  large  moustache,  striped  pantaloons,  and 
enormously  developed  shirt  collar,  were  calculated  to 
attract  attention,  had  he  remained  silent.  But  when  he 
introduced  the  subject  of  his  call,  the  effect  was  highly 
ludicrous.  "  Dis  is  von  docteur  from  the  tropic,  whr  un 
grand  recipe  for  de  cholera."  He  was  kindly  informed 
that  the  disease  did  not  exist  in  Boston,''  and  therefore 
his  remedy  would  excite  no  particular  interest.  "  Ne- 
vare  mind,  Monsieur,  dis  will  cure  de  cholera  morbus, 

!  vat  you  call  him  ;  all  de  pain  will  go  off  as  von  charm. 

'  If  von  docteur  gif  medicine  to  that  pashant,  et  dis  grand 
remedy  I  vill  give  to  anotra,  von  vijl  die — but  von  via 
le  bon  medicine,  he  rise  up  quite  veil."  Having  dis- 
covered that  the  object  contemplated  by  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  the  tropics,  was  to  sell  a  nos- 
trum for  arresting  the  scourge  of  Asiatic  cholera,  it  was 

I  intimated  that  he  had  better  address  Congress,  since  a 
positive  cure  was  of  national  importance.    The  sugges- 

|  lion  seemed  to  strike  him  favorably,  and  he  exclaimed, 
in  a  strain  of  exultation  at  his  probable  success  in  that 

|  direction,  "  Veil,  de  Congress  shall  bye  dis  sharming 

:  recipe  for  tout  de  peuples,  such  grand  remedy  ;  de  mi- 
nistare,  he  will  introduce  mon  preparation  for  all  de 

j  peuples."  Monsieur  from  the  tropics  then  took  leave, 
with  evident  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  that  awaits  him 
at  the  seat  of  government. — Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal. 


Ladies'   Medical  Missionary  Society. 
Mrs.  S.  J.  Hale,  of  Philadelphia,  an  authoress  whose 

efforts  have  been  steadily  devoted  to  the  moral  elevation 
of  the  sex,  and  who  waxes  stronger  in  labor  and  lan- 
guage with  the  increase  of  her  years  and  experience, 
has  called  our  attention  to  something  said  to  be  new, 
although  in  fact  old.  It  is  new,  in  that  the  masses  are 
just  beginning  to  hear  of  it ;  and  old,  for  the  reason 
that  the  idea  was  developed  many  years  ago.  It  is  to 
educate  females  for  the  two-fold  object  of  carrying 
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CnristiiibUy  and  the  knowledge  of  medical  science  to 
heathen  countries.  Mrs.  Hale,  and  those  associated 
with  her  in  this  broad  scheme  of  philanthropy,  are  per- 
suaded that  women,  and  not  men,  are  destined  to  carry 
on  a  great  moral  and  intellectual  revolution  among 
those  of  their  own  sex  who  are  degraded,  and  without 
civil  rights  or  religious  privileges.  Men  cannot  reach 
the  female  ear  in  the  highest  circles  of  the  East— Mo- 
hammedan ladies  are  confined  to  harems,  where  none 
but  females  can  possibly  hold  intercourse  with  them. 
In  such  countries  a  female  physician  would  have  supe- 
rior advantage-  for  making  herself  useful.  Without  re- 
ference to  fi male  medical  schools,  or  catering  for  the 
advancement  of  any  particular  institution,  the  friends  of 
this  measure  simply  say  to  the  public,  qualify  young 
women  for  this  great  enterprise.  The  excess  of  females 
in  Europe  is  a  remarkable  feature  of  the  age,  and  it  is 
not  improbable  that  they  will  also  soon  be  in  the  ascen- 
dant in  the  United  States.  What  are  they  to  do  ?  Such 
employments  as  were  once  supposed  legitimately  to 
belong  to  their  express  department  of  industry,  have 
been  strangely  invaded  by  machinery,  which  has  driven 
them  to  shops,  to  printing  offices,  Ac.  but  their  des- 
tiny is  still  a  high  one — and  according  to  the  logic  of 
our  friend  Mrs.  Hale,  a  mightier  revolution  awaits  the 
mission  of  educated  female  physicians  in  the  Orient, 
than  was  ever  achieved  on  that  old  theatre  of  rapacity, 
warfare  and  female  degradation.  Our  individual  views 
may  not  be  in  exact  harmony  with  those  of  the  projec- 
tors of  this  scheme  of  benevolence.  We  are  familiar 
with  the  organization  of  society  in  the  East,  and  foresee 
the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  before  a  woman  can  have 
any  position  be)Tond  what  is  voluntarily  conceded  to 
the  influence  of  personal  charms.  Intellectuality  in  a 
woman,  at  present,  is  not  in  demand,  or  appreciated, 
either  in  Mohammedan  or  Pagan  nations.— Boston 
Journal. 

Messrs.  A.  and  J.  Ramsay  have  among  their  exten- 
sive variety  of  articles  for  the  Toilet,  a  unique  and  supe- 
rior preparation  for  the  Hair,  to  which  they  have  given 
the  classical  name  of  Kephalia.  Its  delightful  fra- 
grance, which  is  improved  by  the  Otto  of  Roses,  to- 
gether with  its  admirable  effects  in  giving  tone  to  the 
roots  of  the  hair,  and  promoting  its  growth  by  stimu- 
lation, entitle  it  to  a  preference  over  all  the  nostrums  in 
the  market,  many  of  which  are  inert,  and  others  posi- 
tively mischievous.  The  Kephalia  is  oleaginous,  and  not 
alcoholic,  which  renders  it  always  innocent  and  safe. 

From  the  New  Jersey  Reporter. 
Death   of  Physicians   in  Philadelphia. 

We  are  again  called  upon  to  note  the  mournful  fact, 
that  the  ranks  of  our  profession  are  being  stripped  of 
some  of  its  most  promising  and  useful  members.  But 
a  short  time  has  elapsed  since  the  death  of  the  la- 
mented 
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was  just  stepping  from  the  threshold  of  his  early  pro- 
fessional life  to  the  more  public  arena  of  usefulness,  as 
he  too  was  stricken  down,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven, 
and  called  to  his  final  accouut.  He  enjoyed  the  esteem 
of  his  professional  friends,  the  confidence  of  a  large 
circle  who  sought  his  counsels  in  the  hour  of  sickness 
and  sorrow,  and  is  mourned  by  those  among  whom  he 
lived.  How  true  that,  "  here,  we  have  no  continuing 
city." 


N c u)  publications. 


Clinical  Reports  on  Continued  Fkvkr.    Dy  Austin  Flint,  M.  D. 
Buffalo,  G.  H.  Derby  &  Co.  1652. 

Dr.  Flint  has  exalted  his  own  reputation  by  the  republication 
in  this  volume,  of  the  seiies  of  essays  which  have  appeared  in 
the  late  volumes  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  based  upon  the 
clinical  and  critical  analysis  of  1G4  cases,  observed  by  himself. 
Such  an  elaborate  work  may  not  be  appreciated  by  the  multitude, 
but  its  sterling  merits  commend  it  to  all  thinkers  and  reading 
men  in  the  profession,  of  whom  there  are  many  even  in  these 
degenerate  days.  Both  the  author  and  publishers  deserve  pa- 
tronage for  this  useful  and  practical  volume. 
Principle  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  By  William  Pirrie,  F.  R.  S.  E. 

with  additions  by  John  Neill,  M.  D.  &c.  Philadelphia. 

Blanchard  &  Lea,  18.52. 

The  cursory  examination  which  we  have  been  able  to  give 
this  new  work,  has  impressed  us  very  strongly  in  its  favor.  The 
author  is  well  known  as  an  eminent  teacher  in  this  department, 
and  his  unsurpassed  opportunities  and  experience  have  enabled 
him  to  render  his  book  highly  practical,  and  adapt  it  to  the  u."=e  of 
students  as  a  text  book.  Our  countryman,  Dr.  Neil],  has  added 
signally  to  the  value,  by  the  numerous  and  judicious  additions  he 
has  made,  many  of  which  are  real  improvements.  The  wood- 
cuts are  admirable,  and  the  typography  worthy  of  the  publishers. 
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Spring  Course,  1853. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March,  1853,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

CHARLES  B.  COVENTRY,  M.  D.  Professo.;of  Obstetrics,  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

JAMES  WEBSTER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
CHARLES  A.  LEE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Genera] 
Pathology. 

JAMES  BRYAN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

GEORGE  HADLEY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
WILLIAM  RAUTSER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine. 

GEORGE  W.  FIELD,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held  every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the 
College,  at  which  numerous  and  important  cases  ore  presented  for  treat- 
ment The  Dissecting  Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and  well 
supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  $62 ;  Matriculation  Ticket,  S3  ;  Dissecting 
Ticket,  $5 ;  Graduation,  $20. 

Board,  including  fuel,  lights  &.C,  $2  per  week. 

CH'S  A.  LEE,  M.  D.  Dean. 
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Fifcli-sli-eet,  a  few  doors  snath  of  Walnnl. 

The  Twelfth  Course  of  Lectures  will  be  commenced  on  .Mon- 
day, October  18tli,  1352,  and  be  closed  on  Saturday,  February 
26th,  1853. 

President,  Hon.  Jesse  R.  Burden,  M.  D— Faculty  :  James 
McClintock,  fit.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  ;  Rush  Van  Dyke,  M. 
D.  Professor  of  Medicine  ;  James  Bryan,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery ;  Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  ;  Frederick 
A.  Fickardt,  M  I).  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  ;  John  K.  Ma- 
boii,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  ;  David  Paul  Brown,  Esq. 
Professor  of  Forensic  Medicine  ;  Henry  Goadby,  M.  D..  F.  L.  S. 
Professor  of  Histology;  George  Hewetun,  M  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy 

Fees — For  Matriculation,  only  once  paid,  S5.00.  For  each 
ticket  of  the  Governing  Faculty,  six  Professors,  $15— S!)0.  For 
a  perpetual  ticket,  SI  lilt.  For  a  third  course,  to  those  who  have 
attended  two  full  courses  in  other  colleges,  850.  For  Graduation, 
$30. 

For  Practical  Anatomy,  including  Recapitulatory 


Lectures,   811 

Recapitulatory  Lectures  alone,    ....  5 

Histology  and  Microscopy,  optioual,               .  5 

Forensic  Medicine,                do.         ...  5 


The  ticket  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  is  presented  to  every 
full  coarse  aud  perpetual  ticket  paying  Candidate  for  Graduation. 

Iu  addition  to  Hospital  advantages  ailorded  in  the  city,  Clinical 
Instruction  is  given  in  the  College. 

The  thirteenth  session  of  the  Institution  will  commence  on 
Monday,  March  11,  1653,  aud  close  about  July  ll'th,  1853. 
For  further  information  inquire  of 

JAMES    McCLlNTOCK,  M.  D.  Dean, 

No.  1  North  Eleventh-street,  Philadelphia. 

August  20,  1852. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OE  GEORGIA, 

The  Twenty-First  Course  of  Lectures,  iu  this  Institution,  will  com- 
mence on  the  First  Monday  in  November  next. 
Anatomy,  G.  M.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 
Surgery,  L.  A.  DUGAS,  M.  D. 

Institutes  and  Pi  acticc  of  Medicine.  L.  D.  FORD,  M.  D. 
Physiology  and  Pathological  Anatomy,  H.  V.  It  MILLER,  M.  D. 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  aud  Medical  Jurisprudence,  I.  P. 
GARVIN,  M.  D. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Infants,  J.  A.  EVE,  M.  D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  ALEX.  MEANS,  M.  D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  H.  F.  CAMPBELL,  M.  D. 

Assistant  Demonstrator,  ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  M.  D. 

Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  regular);  nt  the  City  Hospital,  and 
ample  opportunities  will  be  afforded  lor  the  Sludy  of  Practical  Anatomy. 

Important  additions  have  been  made  during  the  present  year,  to  their 
means  for  Den.onstrative  Teachiug  iu  Obstetrics,  Pathological  aud  Surgi- 
cal Anatomy.  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  &c.  6cc. 

For  further  information  application  may  be  made  to  any  member  of 
the  Faculty  or  to 

Augusta,  July,  1S52.  G.  M.  NEWTON,  Dean. 


SMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY 

PART  3rd. 
Lippincott,  G-rambo  6l  Co. 

NO.  14  NORTH  FOURTH-STREET,  PHILADELPHIA, 
Have  just  published  a  "  System  of  Operative  Surzery,  based  upon  the 
practice  of  Surgeons  in  the  United  States,"  by  Henry  H.  Smith,  M.  D., 
assistant  lecturer  on  Demonstrative  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania.   Illustrated  with  hiehly  finished  steel  engravings. 

PARTS  1,  2,  3  now  ready. 
"  The  beauty  and  extent  of  the  Illustrations  would  amply  suffice  to  com- 
mand attention,  and  place  this  book  in  the  front  rank  of  standard  publica- 
tions. But  iu  character  as  an  essentially  American  work,  built,  as  its  title 
pages  imports,  upon  a  strictly  national  foundation  must  secure  for  it  a 
general  welcome.  The  Bibliographical  index  is  a  treasure  in  itself,  and  a 
monument  of  the  compilers  industry  which  must  win  for  him  the  esteem 
of  every  medical  inquirer." — Medical  Examiner,  Jan.  1852. 
.  "It  is  a  book  alike  creditable  to  the  author  and  the  country."— Boston 
Itdical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Dec.  1651. 
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BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  DEXTAL  SLRGEHY. 

Session  1852-3. 


FACULTY. 

CHAPIX  A.  HARRIS,  A.  ML,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery. 

THOMAS  E.  BOND,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Spe- 
cial Pathology"  and  Therapeutics. 

W.  R.  HAND  V',  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
logy. 

ALFRED  A.  BLANDY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Operative 
Dentistry. 

PHILIP  H.  AUSTEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Mechanical 
Dentistry. 

-  REGINALD  N.  WRIGHT,  A.  M.:  M.  D.  Lecturer  on 
Chemistry. 

The  Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the 
last  Monday  of  October.  The  Infirmary  will  be  open  throughout 
the  year. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  begin  on  the  last  Monday  of 
November,  and  continue  till  the  last  of  March. 

Tickets  for  the  Course,  :*U0;  Dissecting  Ticket,  (optional,) 
§10;  Maticulatiou.  S5;  Diploma  Fee,  $30. 

Good  Board  from  S3  50  to  S3  50. 

The  Faculty  open  Uicir  next  Session  ill  a  New  College,  much 
larger,  handsomer,  and  better  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  Den- 
tal instruction,  and  situated  in  a  more  central  part  of  the  city. 
Contains  two  spacious  and  beautiful  Lecture  Rooms,  an  Infir- 
mary, Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms;  also  a  Museum,  pre- 
senting Teeth  of  every  pathologii  al  variety;  anatomical  prepara- 
tions, plates,  and  models,  with  a  laruc  and  costly  chemical  ap- 
paratus, thus  furnishing  the  most  ample  mean  for  illustrating  the 
several  Departments. 

W.  R    HANDY,  IX-a... 


COLLEGE 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS 

University  of  the  State  of  New-York. 

The  Forty-Sixth  Session  of  the  College  will  lie  commenced  on  Monday, 
llth  of  October,  1&32,  and  continued  untd  March  10th,  1853,  (com- 
mencement day.)  - 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEVENS.  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  President  of  the  Col- 
lege and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  M.  SMITH.  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Cliuical  Medicine. 

JOHN  TORRE V.  M.  D.,  L.  L.  D.  Professor  of  Botany  and  Chemistry. 

ROBERT  WATTS.  M  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

W1LLARD  PARKER  M  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

CHANDLER  R.  OILMAN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children. 

ALONZO  CLARK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  (in- 
eluding  Microscopy.) 

ELI3HA  BAKTLETT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  ot  Anatomy. 

LEWIS  A.  SAYRE,  M  D.  Prosector  of  Surgery. 

FEES. — Matriculation  Fee.  $5  ;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures 
6105;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee,  S25  ;  Board,  average 
S3  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New-York  Hospital  daily,  by  the 
Medical  Officers.  (Professor  Smith  being  one  of  them.)  fee  £8  per  annum  ; 
at  the  Believue  Hospital  twice  a  week,  without  fee.  (Professors  Parker  and 
Clark  belonging  to  the  Medical  Staff:)  at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  without  fee; 
and  upwards  of  1000  patients  are  annually  exhibited  to  the  class  in  the 
College  Clinique.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  arc  abun- 
dantly furnished  through  the  respective  departments. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  at  the  close  of  the  Session  ;  there 
is  also  a  Semi  annual  Examination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September. 
The  pre-requisites  for  Graduation  are — 21  years  of  age,  three  years  of 
Study,  including  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures,  the  last  of  which  must  have 
been  attended  in  this  College,  and  the  presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some 
subject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not  interfering  with  if,  a  Course 
of  Lectures  will  be  commenced  on  Monday,  27th  September,  and  continu- 
ed until  the  llth  October. 

The  Course  will  be  free. 

R  WATTS,  ML  D.  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1 
67  Crosby  street,  New-York.  J 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PALMER'S  PATENT  ARTIFICIAL  LEGS, 

MANUFACTURED  AT 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.  (No.  5  EURTS  BLOCK,) 
MESSRS.  PALMES.  &  CO. 

(B.  F.  PALMER,  A.  S.  CUKRIEK,  AND  E.  D.  HUDSON,  M.  D.) 

Received  the  award  of  the  Prize  Medal  of  the  great  Industrial 
Exhibition  of  all  Nations,  in  London,  as  recommended  by  (the 
Judges)  those  eminent  and  world-renowned  Surgeons,  Sir  YVm. 
Lawrence  and  Mr.  Green,  of  London,  and  M.  Itoux  and  Lal- 
lemand  of  Paris,  "  as  being  the  best,  artificial  leg  ever  invented;" 
an  American  triumph  over  thirty  different  kinds  of  artificial  limbs 
on  exhibition  from  the  best  artists  in  London,  Paris,  and  various 
other  parts  of  Europe. 

By  the  recommend  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  as  "Judges"  the  following  awards  have  been 
made  to  this  specimen  of  art  and  surgical  apparatus,  as  the  best 
in  this  country  ;  (to  wit,)  "  For  the  best  artificial  limbs." 

American  Institute,  New-York  :  awarded,  Silver  Medal, 
1846:  Gold  Medal,  1847:  Gold  Medal,  1850:  and  renewal  pre- 
mium, 1851. 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia  ;  Scott's  Legacy  Medal 
and  Premium,  $200  ;  and  SilverMedal,  "  first  premium  "  1849  ; 
"first  premium  renewed,"  1850. 

Mass.  M.  C.  M.  Association,  Boston  :  "  first  premium " 
Silver  Medal,  1849,  "  first  premium  renewed,  1850. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore;  first  premium,  1848:  Gold 
Medal,  1850. 

New-York  State  Agricultural  Societv,  Albany  ;  Silver 
Medal,  1849:  ditto  and  Diploma,  1850:  Gold  Medal,  1851,  for 
having  received  the  Prize  Medal,  at  the  Great  Exhibition  of  all 
Nations,  in  London. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous  opinions  given  by 
distinguished  Surgeons  in  this  country  and  in  London  concerning 
this  apparatus,  to  wit : 

"  I  have  examined  carefully,  the  Artificial  Leg,  invented  by 
Mr.  B.  Frank.  Palmer.  Its  construction  is  simple,  and  its  execu- 
tion is  beautiful  ;  and,  what  is  most  important,  those  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for  the  natural  limb,  and  the 
good  fortune  to  possess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility.  Valentine  Mott, 
Professor  of  Surgery,  New- York  University. 

New-York,  Jan.  29/7i,  1851." 

"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Palmer  &  Co.  in  use,  and  consider  them  superior  to  any 
with  which  I  am  acquainted  VV.  Parker,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Suravi  V,  New- York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
Ncw-Yurk,  Jan.  28th,  1851." 

"  The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  successful  use  of  the 
Artificial  Leg  manufactured  by  Palmer  &  Co.  Springfield,  gladly 
recommend  them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  the 
lower  extremity,  as  an  ingenious  mechanism,  which  imitates  in 
shape  and  motion  the  living  member  much  more  successfully  than 
would  seem  possible. 

John  C.  Warren,  J.  Mason  Warren, 

Geo.  Hayward,  D.  Humphrey  Storer, 

Jacob  Bigelow,  S.  D.  Townsend, 

Surgeons  and  Physicians,  Mass.  Genera]  Hospital. 
Boston,  June  12(4,  1849." 

"I  have  examined  with  great  care,  the  Artificial  Leg  invented 
by  Mr  B.  F.  Palmer  and  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it  in  the 
strongest  terms. 

"  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients,  and  with  entire 
satisfaction.  Thos.  D.  Mutter,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
Philadelphia,,  March  27th,  1850." 

"  I  have  examined  carefully  the  Artificial  Leg  invented  by 
Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  its  con 
struction.  I  have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and  hav< 
reason  to  suppose  it  answers  their  expectations. 

W.  Gibson,  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Surgery,  University  Penn. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  23d,  1851. 


"•1  Kcjrklcy-strcet,  Berkley-square,  London,  Sept.  ZO  h,  1851. 
"  D.  F.  Palmer,  Esq. 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  consider  your  Patent 
Artificial  Leg  to  be  the  best  invention  I  have  yet  seen  :  the  most 
useful,  and  the  least  distinguished  from  the  natural  limb. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  very  obt.  servant, 

"  G.  J.  Guthrie, 
"  Late  President,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons." 

"  I  should  prefer  to  say  an  Englishman  makes  the  best  leg, 
but  I  must  say  an  American  lias,  and  I  go  for  the  best 

"  Mr.  Skey, 

"  Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and  Dean  of  Anatomy. " 
N.  B. — B.  F.  Palmer  will  execute  all  orders  out  of  New 
England  and  New-York,  at  his  office,  376  Chestnut-street, 
Philadelphia. 

Agent  in  New-York.  J.  M.  Sandersou,  3  Barclay-street. 

X  o  u  s  s  o , 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLUC  &.  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  the 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PUliE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broadway,  250  4th  Avenue,  and 
2  Park  Row. 


CASTLKTOX 

MEDICAL_C0LLEGE, 

There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  in  this 
Institution  ;  the  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  August.  Each  course  will  continue  four  months, 
under  the  direction  of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Ob- 
stetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  Natural 
History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery. 
William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Couse  of  Lectures,  $50.  :For  those  who 
have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  $10. 
Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  room,  fuel,  and  lights,  can  be  obtained  in  respectable 
houses  at  from  $1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via  White  Hall,  and  from 
Boston  and  Burlington  via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Castleton,  Vt.  May,  1852. 

NEW  WORK  ON  OPERATIVE  SURGERY. 

Operative  Surgery  Illustrated,  by  R.  U.  Piper,  M.  D.  con- 
taining more  than  nineteen  hundred  Illustrations  of  operations 
and  of  surgical  diseases,  with  explanatory  text,  chiefly  from  the 
works  of  Bourgery,  Velpeau,  Mance,  Scarpa,  Astley  Cooper, 
Listou,  Mutter,  Pancoast,  Mott,  &c.  with  two  hundred  original 
drawings.  This  work  will  also  contain  a  chapter  on  the  use  of 
Ether  in  Surgery,  by  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.  D.  Prof,  of  Surgery 
in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College,  it  being  a  communication 
published  in  the  Records  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  work  will  be  issued  iu  a  handsome  12mo.  vol.  and  at  a 
price  that  will  place  it  within  the  reach  of  every  student  and 
practitioner.    Published  by 

TICKNOR,  REED  &  FIELDS. 

Boston. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 

We  invite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

TOILET  ARTICLES  &  PERFUMERY. 

Druggists  will  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  as 
sortment  of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &lc.  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &,  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR, 

Put  up  iu  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing, 
and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one 
instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to 
those  who  have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — 
"  For  the  sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &.  J.  Ramsey's  Ke- 
phalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthen- 
ing and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and  promoting  Its  growth.  Its  per- 
fume is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly  for  many  years, 
and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now  add  that  of 
one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence."  Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

Made  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  New-York, 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept 
by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the 
Complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a 
beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  pre- 
parations made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &,  J.  RAMSEY, 

22  Dey-street,  New-York. 


POLICIES  INDISPUTABLE, 

EXCEPT  ON  THE  GROUND  OE  FRAUD. 


i  illi!  ^ 


mm  mm  life  isslffl*  company, 

IN  THE  CITY"  OF  NEW- YORK. 
OFFICE,    No.    27  WALL-STREET. 

PAID  UP  CASH  CAPITAL,  $100,000, 

IN  ADDITION    TO   THE    ACCUMULATED  PREMIUMS. 

This  Company  makes  every  insurance  appertaining  to  or  connected 
with  Life  Risks. 

Persons  insuring  on  the  mutual  principle,  for  three  successive  years, 
receive  four-fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  mutual  department,  aDd  four- 
fifths  of  all  the  profits  of  the  business  transacted  on  the  joint-stock 
principle. 

Tables  are  framed  for  Insurances  in  different  forms,  Annuities  and 
Endowments,  so  as  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  all. 

DIRECTORS. 


FREDERICK  SHELDON, 
JOS1AII  RICH, 
JAMES  SUYDAM, 
JAMES  MARSH, 
THOMAS  C.  DOREMUS, 
ISAAC  A.  STORM, 
JAMES  S.  POLHEMU3, 
LUTHER  ERA  DISH, 
CHARLES  M.  CONNOLLY. 
B.  F.  WHBELWRI6HT, 
WILSON  G.  HUNT, 
D.  H.  ARNOLD, 
JOHN  A.  LUQ.UEER, 
W.  R.  VERM1I.VE, 
WILLIAM  TUCKER, 


JOHN  J.  CISCO, 
CHARLES  E.  BILL, 
EDWARD  S.  CLARK, 
P.  C.  VAN  SCIIAICK, 
ISAAC  N.  PHELPS, 
FRANCIS  T.  LUQUEER, 
1SENJ.  R.  WINTHROP, 
JOHN  J.  PHELPS, 
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At  the  offici  of  Eta  Company  daily,  trom  1  to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

i;  P  CAMMANN,  M.  D.  Consulting  Physician. 
EDGAR  S.  VAN  WINKLE,  Counsel. 

Prospectuses i 
other  informatio: 
Company, 


nitiing  very  tull  tables,  forms  of  proposals,  and  every 
ill  be  iorwarded  on  application  at  the  office  of  the 
No.  27  WALL-STREET,  NEW-YORK. 


0 


WITHOUT   SMELL  OR  TASTE. 

Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  gem  rally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy,  who  has 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent  treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employed,  is  brought  immediately  from  the  beans  in  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection. Hitherto  the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superior  whiteness  and 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea- 
sant to  the  taste  than"  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
pearance, it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  tuste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
veral of  the  new  and  valuable  remedies  recently  announced  of  which  we 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz. : — The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm ;  Hydroferro  Cyanate  of  Potash  and  Urea ;  the  new  Febrifuge; 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  Irou,<fcc.  &.c. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  ail  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business. 

Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 


AD  VERTlbEMEN  IS. 


KIERSTED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT. 

The  uttention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  Medicine' 
throughout  the  United  States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  of 

AGUE  IN  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OR  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR 
FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 

SCALDS,    BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 

&c.  &c. 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence;  and  the  dressing 
is  nut  required  to  be  renewed  oftrner,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 
'ir  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting  j 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE  ;  receiving  the  warm  enco-  j 
mium's  both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK  j 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced ;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  ALL  cases,  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  UL  C  E  RS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  Inflamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  532  Broadway, 
(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New-York.) 

COLLAMORE  HOUSE. 

*„*  It  is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New- York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 

JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 

RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 

ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broadst.  Newark,  N.  J. 

R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristown,  N.  J. 

C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  N.  T. 

H.  G.  FOWLER  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT,  Stanford,  Ct.  and 

S.  SAWYER,  124  Lakt-st.  Chicago,  III. 


A.  B.  &,    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  1-11  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNLR  OF  FULTON,  NEW- YOU K. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes,Trus.scs,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Ware,  Halters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 
Roots, 

fiiiliii  eoMifii  oil, 

togetherwith  every  Article  comprising  theStock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 


Mil  OF  OPTOM, 


This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  Native  Drvg. 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  bad  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

Torclieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind  ; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  SfC  (cc. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera, 
on  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  vomiting,  no  headache. 

Wor  any  derangement  of  the  constitution  or  general  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric,  Black  Drop,  De 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  olberOpiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  and  in  its  being  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  cannot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  stale  of 
combination  too.  produce  all  the  characteristic  effects  of  so  triumphant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  its  oilier  valuable  principles  arc  excluded. 

2.  In  ils  effects,  the  Elixir  is  morecharacteristic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  .Morphine. 

3.  And  ss  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  to  decompose  ordeteriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine;  and  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  ilio  latter  from  being  usrd  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  be 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  ils  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainly  of  obtaining  all  their  saluiary  and  happy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  following  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  important  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views'cxpressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  lliis  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messrs.  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I.,  July  7, 18lfi. 

Gentlemen, — 1  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  with  respect  to  its  operation  in 
my  practice.  I  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seem  cd  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  lo  public  use,  and  I 
know  of  no  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  lo  allay 
nervous  irritability,  cither  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  all 
the  unpleasant  consequences  incident  lo  the  narcotic  properly  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was'  followed  by  a 
stale  resembling  catalepsy.  The  palient  remained  insensible  for  five  houis 
after  taking  a  model  ate  dose,  Willi  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes;  but  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  Willi  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
luted  the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  free  from  all  unpleasaul  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lady 
who  had  been  vomiting  incessantly  for  two  or  three  days.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  1  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  without  feeling 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  antiemetic  it  is  invalu- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the.  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  in  use  for  particular  conditions.       Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.  D. 

ET  NOTICE.— A.  B.  &  D.  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun- 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  1841,  and  by  whom  ii  has  been  prepared  during  thai 
period,  rcspectfnify  inform  dealers  and  consumers  that  no  Elixir  of  Opiu.il 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  outside 
wrapper;  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  A.  B.  <fc  D.  Sands,  WholesaleDruggists,  HI  William-street,  corner  of 
Fulton,  New-York.    Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 
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COLLEGE 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS 

OF  THE 

University  of  the  State  of  New-York. 


The  Forty-Sixth  Session  of  the  College  will  be  commenced  on  Monday, 
11th  of  October,  1852,  and  continued  until  March  10th,  1853,  (com- 
mencement day.) 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D.,  L.L.  D.  President  of  the  Col- 
lege and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  M.  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHN  TORRE y,  M.  D.,  L.L.  D.  Professor  of  Botany  and  Chemistry. 

ROBERT  WATTS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

CHANDLER  R.  GILMAN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children. 

ALONZO  CLARK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  (in- 
cluding Microscopy.) 

ELISHA  BARTLETT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

LEWIS  A.  SAYRE,  M.  D.  Prosector  of  Surgery. 

FEES. — Matriculation  Fee,  $5  ;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures 
$105  ;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee,  $25  ;  Board,  average 
$3  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New-York  Hospital  daily,  by  the 
Medical  Officers,  (Professor  Smith  being  one  of  them,)  ti  e  $8  per  annum  ; 
at  the  Believue  Hospital  twice  a  week,  without  fee,  (Professors  Parker  and 
Clark  belonging  to  the  Medical  Staff :)  at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  without  fee ; 
and  upwards  of  1000  patients  are  annually  exhibited  to  the  class  in  the 
College  Clinique.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  are  abun- 
dantly furnished  through  the  respective  departments. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  at  the  close  of  the  Session  ;  there 
is  also  a  Semi-annual  Examination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September. 
The  pre-requisites  for  Graduation  are — 21  years  of  age,  three  years  of 
Study,  including  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures,  the  last  of  which  must  have 
been  attended  in  this  College,  and  the  presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some 
subject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not  interfering  with  it,  a  Course 
of  Lect'ires  will  be  commenced  on  Monday,  27th  September,  and  continu- 
ed until  the  11th  October. 

The  Course  will  he  free. 

R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  ) 
67  Crosby-street,  New-York.  J 


NEW-YORK 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New-York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  6th  October,  1852,  and  continue  five 
months. 

Horace  Green,  M.  D.  President  of  the  Faculty,  and  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  H.  Whitaker,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and 
SurgidM  Anatomy. 

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
rapeutics. 

B.  Fobdyce  Barker,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Dise»ses  of 
Women  and  Children. 

R.  Ogden  Doremus,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of 
Surgery  with  Surgical  Pathology. 

Edmund  R  Peaslee,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 

Microscopy. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Wednesday  22nd 
of  September,  which  will  be  independent  of  the  regular  Course,  and  will 
be  free  to  all  Medical  Students. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October. 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  exten- 
sive Museum  fully  representing  external  and  internal  pathology,  together 
with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New-York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  »urpass 
those  of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  New-York  Hospital,  Believue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as 
well  as  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the 
city.  A  Surgical  and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  be  held 
weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  sub 
jects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 

Fees.— Matriculation,  $5.  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5.  The  full  course 
$105.    For  the  final  examination,  $30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practise 
his  profession  in  any  part  of  the  State  without  being  subject  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  examinations  from  Medical  Societies. 

R.  OGDEN  DOREMUS, 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

New- York  Medical  College,  ) 
East  Thirteenth-st  near  Broadway.  J 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 

SESSION    OF  1852-3. 

The  Thirty-third  Annua!  Course  of  LECTURES  will  com- 
mence on  ihe  first  Monday  in  November,  under  the  following 
arrangement,  and  close  ou  the  last  of  February  : 

JEDEDI  All  COBB,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
macy. -  Yxr  rr  A  ft  fTfT   8W  rr 

JOHN  LOCKE,  Jr.  M.  D.  Adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

L.  M.  LAVVSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Patho- 
logy. 

T.  O.  EDWxVRDS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

EL  W.  BAXLEY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical 
Anatomy.  ,  .  v  . 

LANDON  C  RIVES,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

DANIEL  DRAKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
and  Clinical  Medicine. 

WM.  H.  COBB,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the  first  of  October, 
and  continued  throughout  the  session.  Every  desirable  facility 
will  be  afforded  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  will  be  delivered  regularly  throughout  the  ses- 
sion, at  the  Commercial  Hospital. 

Preliminary  Lectures,  during  the  month  of  October,  will  be 
delivered  by  members  of  the  Faculty.  This  course  (which  will 
be  free)  will  embrace  Clinical  Lectures  at  the  Hospital,  and 
Lectures  at  the  College.  It  will  not  infringe  on  the  regular 
course. 

The  new  College  Building,  just  finished,  will  be  in  readiness 
in  every  respeot  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  course ;  pupils, 
therefore,  may  rely  on  every  convenience  lor  the  prosecution  of 
their  studies. 

Fees — For  the  whole  Course  collectively,  $105  :  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $5 ;  Dissecting  Ticket,  S10  ;  Hospital  Ticket,  So  ; 
Graduation  Fee,  $25. 

Good  Board  (including  fuel  and  lights)  will  average  about 
$2.50  per  week. 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Cinncinatti,  July,  1852. 


CASTL.ETOJV 

MEDICAL_COLLEGE. 

There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  in  this 
Institution  ;  the  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  August.  Each  course  will  continue  four  months, 
under  the  direction  of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Ob- 
stetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  Natural 
History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

Middle-ton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery. 
William  C.  Kittridqe,  A.  M.  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Fee*. — For  each  full  Couse  of  Lectures,  $50.  For  those  who 
have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  ,$10 
Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation,  $1G.  Board,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  room,  fuel,  and  lights,  can  be  obtained  in  respectable 
houses  at  from  $1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via  White  Hall,  and  from 
Boston  and  Burlington  via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Castleton,  Vl  May,  1852. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE, 

MEDICAL  BUFAETMBNT. 

The  Lectures  in  this  Department  will  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  November  next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  of  February. 

CHARLES  W.  SHORT,  M.  D.  Emeritus  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

BEN  JAMIN  R.  PALMER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Descriptive 
and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

LUNSFORD  P.  YANDELL,  M  D.  Professor  of  Physio- 
ogy  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

HENRY  MILLER,  M.D.  Professor  of  Obstetric  Medicine. 

LEWIS  ROGERS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics. 

BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,  Jr.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

T.  G  RICHARDSON,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  Fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each  Professor  is 
$15,  payable  invariably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library 
Fee  together,  $5.  Graduation  Fee,  $25.  Practical  Anatomy  and 
Dissection.  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken  at  least  once  before  gra- 
duation.   Rooms  open  from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  students,  will  be 
delivered  during  the  mouth  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  at  the  Louisville 
Marine  Hospital. 

Ticket  $5,  to  be  taken  once  before  Graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  established  in  connection  with  the 
University,  at  which  operations  are  performed,  and  cases  pres- 
cribed for  and  lectured  upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

Good  Boarding  can  be  procured  at  from  $2  50  to  $3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D. 

August,  1852.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 


BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  DEXTAL  SURGERY. 

Session  1852-3. 

FACULTY. 

CHAPIN  A.  HARRIS,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery. 

THOMAS  E.  BOND,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Spe- 
cial Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 

W.  R.  HAND  V,  M.D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
logy. 

ALFRED  A.  BLANDY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Operative 
Dentistry. 

PHILIP  H.  AUSTEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Mechanical 
Dentistry. 

REGINALD  N.  WRIGHT,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on 

Chemistry. 

The  Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the 
last  Monday  of  October.  The  Infirmary  will  be  open  throughout 
the  year. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  begin  on  the  last  Monday  of 
November,  and  continue  till  the  last  of  March. 

Tickets  for  the  Course.  .^110;  Dissecting  Ticket,  (optional,) 
$10;  Maticulation,  $5  ;  Diploma  Fee,  $30. 

Good  Board  from  S2  50  to  $3  50. 

The  Faculty  open  their  next  Session  in  a  New  College,  much 
larger,  handsomer,  and  better  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  Den- 
tal instruction,  and  situated  in  a  more  central  part  of  the  city. 
Contains  two  spacious  and  beautiful  Lecture  Rooms,  an  Infir- 
mary, Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms;  also  a  Museum,  pre- 
senting Teeth  of  every  pathological  variety;  anatomical  prepara- 
tions, plates,  aud  models,  with  a  large  and  costly  chemical  ap- 
paratus, thus  furnishing  the  most  ample  mean  for  illustrating  the 
several  Departments. 

W.  R.  HANDY,  Dean. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 


[  The  undersigned  proposes  to  continue  his  Winter  Course  of 

ifm  Hecturcs 

-qi-J  jo  MspM^  oiU  him  ffenuo  v.jod  end  -(*qoib  jV.uicn 

DISEASES  OF  THE  LUNGS  AND  HEART, 

On  every  Tuesday  evening,  (commencing  November  2d,)  from  8  to  9 
o'clock,  at 

No.  156  Grand-street, 

Between  Crosby  and  Centre-streets.   Illustrations  will  be  given  by  nume- 

CASTS,  DRAWINGS  pj)  MORBID  SPECIMEN'S, 

There  will  be  a 

CHEST  CLJJV1QUE, 

with  Pathological  Demonstrations,  at  3  o'clock,  on  each  succeeding  Sa- 
turday afternoon,  at  his 

Office,  No.  49  East  Broadway. 

Students,  and  Members  of  the  Profession,  are  respectfully 

invited. 

JOHIV  W.  COR§OIV,  IW.  ». 

One  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS 

3irtr  t\)t  profession. 

DR.  ELLIOTT'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE 
OF  OPHTHALNIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY,  including  the 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathology  of  tlie  Human  Eye,  will  be  resumed 
during  the  ensuing  winter.  Clinical  and  microscopic  demonstrations, 
with  dissections  of  the  organ,  and  magnified  drawings  from  nature,  will 
illustrate  the  course. 

Special  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  reciprocal  relations  and  sympa- 
thies between  the  structure  of  the  eye  and  the  vital  organs,  showing  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  general  and  constitutional  treatment  in  all 
forms  of  Ophthalmic  disease. 

Circulars,  containing  full  particulars  and  testimonials,  may  be  obtained 
by  calling  on  Dr.  Elliott,  at  his  office,  493  Broadway,  on  Mondays,  Wed- 
nesdays and  Fridays,  between  10  and  3  o'clock. 


TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

In  view  of  the  early  opening  of  the  lectures  in  our 
medical  colleges,  and  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  our 
readers  advised  of  the  claims  of  New-York,  and  the  op- 
portunities for  students  which  our  city  affords,  we  anti- 
cipate our  promised  date  of  publication. 


New  Series. 

Two  more  double  numbers,  viz.  :  for  November  and 
December,  will  conclude  the  present  volume  of  the  Ga- 
\  zette.  r  x  cut  ,v:io 

As  already  announced,  the  January  number  will 
commence  the  fourth  volume,  and  New  Series  which 
has  been  promised.1  The  subscription  price  will  thence* 
forward  be  Two  Dollars  per  annum,  and  must  be  paid 
in  advance,  or  three  dollars  will  be  charged.  The  size, 
paper,  appearance,  and  typography  will  be  improved,. 
— each  number  will  be  stitched  in  paper  covers,  consti- 
tuting a  separate  advertising  sheet, — and  the  postage 
will  be  pre  paid,  to  secure  faithful  delivery,  and  enable 
all  our  subscribers  to  escape  the  postage  tax.  A  t'tle 
page  and  index  will  be  annexed  to  the  volume  for  bind- 
ing, and  wood  cuts  with  other  illustrations  will  be  in- 
troduced whenever  called  for. 

Discontinuances  should  be  notified  through  the  post- 
office,  but  we  hope  these  will  be  few,  as  the  necessary 
increase  in  price  will  be  amply  recompensed  by  the  im- 
provements contemplated. 

N.  B. — New  subscribers  should  begin  with  the 
volume. 


Medical  Education   in   New- York. 

The  causes  which  have  so  long  operated  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  our  city  in  the  business  of  Medical  teach- 
ing, and  kept  New-York  second  to  Philadelphia  in 
reputation  and  usefulness  in  this  department  have  been 
indicated  in  our  columns  with  sufficient  distinctness. 
The  chief  of  these  causes  has  now,  we  hope,  been  shorn 
of  its  power  to  do  further  mischief,  and  will  soon  cease 
to  exist  when  the  University  school  shall  perish  from 
inanition,  as  is  its  manifest  destiny,  when  the  profession 
and  medical  students  abroad  shall  be  as  fully  informed 
as  they  are  at  home,  of  its  Munchnusenisms  and  gas  ; 
and  appreciate  the  fictions  and  tricks  by  which  they 
have  been  heretofore  gulled.  Their  reputation  atliome 
may  be  estimated  by  the  fact  that  when  a  stray  New- 
York  student  is  found  in  their  catalogue  he  has  been 
looked  upon  as  a  rara  avis,  and  "  thereby  hangs  a  tale  " 
or  rather  a  series  of  tales  which  may  be  worth  telling 
hereafter,  by  a  list  of  the  M.  D's.  whom  they  have  made 
in  the  city,  some  of  whom  have  ever  since  been  perpe- 
tuating and  multiplying  their  quackeries  to  the  humili-' 
ation  of  the  fraternity  here.    Hence  the  universal  hosti- 
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lity  towards  this  School,  as  it  is  organized  and  conduct- 
ed, among  the  profession  in  this  region,  and  hence  their 
diploma  is  contraband  in  our  neighboring  states.  Their 
only  hope  for  students  has  been  from  abroad,  and  chiefly 
from  the  South,  where  they  are  now  "pretty  well 
known,  as  the  saying  is,"  through  Dr.  Bedford  and  the 
Northern  Lancet. 

But  notwithstanding  this  incubus  upon  medical 
teaching  is  still  "  struggling  for  existence  "  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  New  Hampshire  Journal,  and  though  its 
death  rattle  may  still  be  heard  through  another  winter, 
yet  its  doom  is  inevitable,  apart  from  its  enormous  debt, 
— from  flatulence,  which  is  beyond  the  reach  of  surgery. 

Happily  we  have  other  and  better  schools  in  the 
city,  unexceptionable  in  every  respect,  and  controlled 
by  men  whose  respect  for  the  profession,  and  regard 
for  its  dignity  and  honor,  afford  a  sure  guarantee  that 
in  conducting  their  schools,  no  incompetent  or  unwor- 
thy candidate  can  by  any  device  be  smuggled  into  the 
doctorate.  Their  avowed  conformity  to  the  will  of  the 
National  Medical  Association,  and  their  recognition  of 
the  Academy  of  Medicine ;  and  the  State,  as  well  as 
the  County  Medical  Societies,  in  their  arrangements  for 
examination  before  disinterested  censors,  of  all  candi- 
dates for  the  degree ;  will  render  their  diploma,  when 
obtained,  a  passport  to  professional  and  public  con- 
fidence. 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  is  an  integ. 
ral  part  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New- York,  by 
whose  Regents  the  degrees  are  conferred  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  their  Faculty  and  Trustees.  The  New- 
York  Medical  College  is  a  younger  institution,  but  pro- 
mises to  thrive  by  its  side,  and  is  governed  by  a  Board 
of  Trustees  who  dispense  its  honors  only  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  both  Faculty  and  Censors,  after  full  ex- 
amination. 

These  two  Colleges  have  commenced  their  prelimi- 
nary lectures,  and  will  enter  upon  their  regular  courses 
early  in  October,  as  set  forth  in  their  respective  an- 
nouncements on  another  page  of  this  paper. 

For  Clinical  teaching,  New- York  now  furnishes  un- 
equalled opportunities  for  students,  especially  in  the 
New- York  Hospital,  and  in  the  Emigrants'  Hospital ; 
the  latter  of  which  is  the  largest  general  hospital  in  the 
United  States. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  are  sundry  other  and 
smaller  hospitals,  dispensaries,  infirmaries,  &c.  beside 
cliniques  in  each  of  the  colleges,  and  others  held  with 
lectures  by  private  teachers.  Among  the  latter  we  may 
name  that  of  Dr.  Detmold,  which  is  chiefly  surgical, — 
Dr.  Gardiner,  in  obstetrics, — Dr.  Bulkley,  in  skin  di- 
seases,— Dr.  Corson,  in  Thoracic  maladies, — Dr.  Elliot, 
in  diseases  of  the  eye,  &c.  &c.  Both  the  colleges  we 
have  named  have  provided  lecturers  on  Dental  Surgery 
for  students  in  this  department.  And  the  New-York 
College  have  superadded  a  full  course  on  Medical  Juris- 
prudence, by  the  eminent  Professor  of  Harvard,  the 
Hon.  Joel  Parker,  L  L.  D. 


Let  the  profession  who  may  select  New-York  for 
their  students,  confide  them  to  the  Faculties  of  either  of 
these  colleges,  and  we  can  vouch  for  their  ample  pre- 
paration to  give  thorough  instruction. 


Holland  Gin  as  a  medicine. 

In  our  last  number  we  accompanied  the  publication 
of  a  Circular  on  this  subject,  from  our  fellow  citizen 
Udolpho  Wolfe,  Esq.  with  a  brief  commentary,  expres- 
sive of  our  own  views.  Since  then  we  have  been  em- 
ploying this  agent  and  thus  far  with  favorable  results. 
But  we  are  in  the  receipt  of  several  communications  on 
the  subject  from  medical  men  which  serve  to  show  that 
Mr.  Wolfe's  Aromatic  Schiedam  Schnapps,  is  very  ex- 
tensively in  use,  and  in  the  hands  of  physicians,  is  prov 
ing  itself  as  a  stimulating  diuretic  to  be  eminently  suc- 
cessful after  other  medication  with  this  intent  had  been 
tried  in  vain.  In  one  of  the  cases  thus  reported  abdo- 
minal dropsy  has  been  cured,  and  the  necessity  of  tap- 
ping averted ;  and  in  another  a  distressing  case  of 
gravel,  so  called,  has  been  entirely  removed  by  the 
passage  of  a  calculus  of  considerable  size,  which  is 
ascribed  to  the  use  of  only  two  bottles  of  this  article. 

We  know  not  the  object  of  Mr.  Wolfe  in  designat- 
ing his  preparation  by  the  singularly  uneuphonious  name 
of  "  Schnapps,"  nor  of  his  denominating  it  in  his  adver- 
tisements, the  "  concentrated  Tincture  of  Juniper,"  in- 
stead of  perpetuating  its  ancient  title  of  Holland  Gin 
It  is  true  that  he  admits  it  to  be  nothing  else  than  the 
latter  article  in  its  pure  state,  unadulterated  by  noxious 
drugs,  and  hence  he  contradistinguishes  it  from  Gin  of 
commerce,  nearly  all  of  which  as  is  well  known,  is  ma- 
nufactured here  and  elsewhere  from  inferior  whiskey, 
and  refuse  drugs.  The  name  he  has  given  it,  however, 
may  serve  the  purpose  of  designating  his  article,  as  pre- 
pared exclusively  for  medical  purposes,  and  thus  com- 
mend it  to  physicians  for  whose  convenience  it  is  on 
sale  only  by  reputable  druggists  and  apothecaries. 

As  respects  its  medicinal  and  curative  effects,  we 
understand  him  to  claim  only  that  it  is  a  pure  and  reliable 
article  of  Holland  Gin,  and  as  such  worthy  of  the  con- 
fidence of  physicians,  in  those  diseases  for  which  they 
are  wont  to  prescribe  it,  and  have  hitherto  only  been 
restrained,  by  finding  it  impracticable  to  obtain  the 
article  in  a  pure  state.  Nor  should  any  prejudice 
against  alcoholic  medicine  deprive  the  afflicted  of  the 
benefit  of  this  article,  which  from  time  immemorial  has 
held  its  place  among  the  remedial  agencies  of  the  Ma- 
teria Medica,  if  it  be  found  worthy  of  confidence  by  con- 
tinued experience.  At  all  events,  those  who  persist  in 
the  employment  and  toleration  of  other  alcoholic  medi- 
cines, as  tinctures,  bitters,  &c.  and  especially  those  who 
prescribe  Gin  under  any  circumstances,  must  all  unite 
in  giving  the  preference  to  a  pure  article  over  the  mani- 
fold adulterations  so  rife  in  the  market.  Mr.  Wolfe 
liberally  supplies  physicians  with  a  sample  bottle  for 
analysis  and  trial,  as  set  forth  in  his  Circular,  and  stakes 
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the  reputation  of  the  remedy  upon  the  innocence,  safety 
and  efficiency  of  his  Holland  Gin,  when  used  under 
medical  advice  ;  and  pledges  his  own  character  in  busi- 
ness that  the  article  will  not  disappoint  any  who  use  it. 

We  shall  take  occasion  hereafter  to  discuss  the  whole 
subject  of  alcoholic  medicine,  a  topic  which  has  recently 
been  attracting  much  attention  in  Europe  and  America. 

Treatment  of  Deafness. 

There  is  no  class  among  the  specialists  in  our  pro- 
fession, whose  devotion  to  a  particular  department  is  so 
excusable,  as  are  those  who  select  the  diseases  of  the 
Ear.  Our  city  is  overrun  with  pretenders  in  this 
branch,  chiefly  foreigners,  who  announce  themselves  as 
Aurists,  many  of  whom  are  ignorant  and  unprincipled 
extortioners,  against  whose  specious  promises  the  afflict- 
ed should  be  warned. 

There  is  one  gentleman  now  in  the  city  who  devotes 
himself  exclusively  to  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
Ear.  We  know  him  to  be  a  thoroughly  educated  phy- 
sician and  surgeon,  of  ripe  experience  in  every  depart- 
ment. We  allude  to  James  Webster,  M.  D.  Professor 
of  Anatomy  in  Geneva  Medical  College,  who  has  taken 
up  his  residence  in  New- York,  at  No.  34  Vesey-street. 

If  he  could  condescend  to  advertise  in  the  newspa- 
pers, as  some  other  Professers  do,  he  would  soon  be 
surrounded  with  patients.  It  is  because  he  will  not 
stoop  to  such  means,  that  we  volunteer  this  notice. 
Our  brethren  who  have  obscure  or  intractable  diseases 
of  the  ear,  would  do  well  to  send  such  patients  to  Dr. 

Webster.  '  

New  Professorship. 

We  understand  that  John  A.  Swett,  M.  D.  of  the 
N.  Y.  Hospital,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Clini- 
cal Medicine,  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  this  city,  and  will  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  this 
department  during  the  approaching  session. 

We  rejoice  at  this  addition  to  the  curriculum  of  this 
College,  evincing  as  it  does  a  just  estimate  of  the  in- 
dispensable necessity  of  thorough  clinical  instruction,  in 
every  Medical  School  worthy  of  the  name.  Dr.  Swett 
is  a  learned  and  able  teacher,  a  successful  practitioner, 
and  has  a  reputation  at  home  and  abroad  which  will 
render  him  a  real  acquisition  to  the  Faculty  of  the 
College. 

Medical  Benevolence. 

We  chronicle  the  following  instance  of  wise  and  dis- 
criminating liberality  by  a  Brooklyn  Physician,  lately 
deceased.  Benefactions  for  Hospitals,  are  beginning  to 
be  more  frequent  all  over  the  country,  nor  can  they  be 
more  worthily  or  usefully  bestowed. 

The  late  Dr.  John  Wiley,  of  this  City,  made  the 
following  bequests  in  his  will : 

Brooklyn  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  ...  $  500 
Brooklyn  Asylum  for  Indigent  Aged  Females,   .  500 

St.  Luke's  Hospital,  New- York  10,000 

Brooklyn  Protestant  Asylum,    ......  5,000 

Brooklyn  City  Hospital,  ■  5,000 

Total,  121,000 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Williamsburg  Medical  Society, 
held  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen  as  the  permanent  officers : 

Hon.  A.  J.  Berry,  M.  D.  Pesident. 

E.  N.  Colt,  M.  D.  First  Vice-President. 

C.  L.  Cooke,  M.  D.  Second  Vice-President. 

H.  K.  Olmsted,  M.  D.  Recording  Secretary. 

C.  H.  Schapphs,  M.  D.  Corresponding  Secretary. 

C.  Krackowzer,  M.  D.  Treasurer. 


Allopaths  and  Allopathy. 

We  have  always  maintained  that  a  grosser  insult 
and  injustice  could  not  be  done  to  scientific  physicians, 
than  to  term  them  allopaths,  or  a  more  inapplicable 
epithet  be  applied  to  them.  The  code  of  ethics  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  declares  that  "no  one 
can  be  considered  as  a  regular  practitioner,  or  a  fit  as- 
sociate in  consultation,  whose  practice  is  based  on  an 
exclusive  dogma,  to  the  rejection  of  the  accumulated  ex- 
perience of  the  profession,  and  of  the  aids  actually  fur- 
nished by  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  organic 
chemistry." 

An  allopath,  a  homoeopath,  a  hydropath,  or  the 
follower  of  any  other  exclusive  dogma,  cannot  therefore 
be  considered  as  a  regular  physician,  or  a  fit  associate 
in  consultation.  Such  being  the  clear  and  explicit  de- 
claration made  by  the  great  medical  congress  of  the 
profession,  as  to  whom  are  considered  by  them  regular 
physicians,  we  trust  that  the  profession  will,  on  every 
occasion,  promptly  repudiate  the  term  allopath  as  ap- 
plicable to  them.  We  must  take  this  occasion  to  express 
our  surprise  that  the  editors  of  journals  should  allow 
the  insertion  of  the  advertisement  of  a  drug  establish- 
ment, which,  while  seeking  the  patronage  of  the  pro- 
fession, insults  them  with  such  an  epithet.  We  doubt 
not  that  this  has  been  done  through  mere  ignorance  on 
the  part  of  the  advertisers,  but  the  editors  of  the  jour- 
nals in  which  this  advertisement  has  appeared,  can 
hardly  be  excused  for  permitting  such  an  insult  to  be 

perpetrated.  Medical  News. 

r  r  ;  

Ague  treated  by  a  Terebinthinate  Liniment  along 
the  Spine. — M.  Aran  mentions,  in  the  Bulletin  de  ThS- 
rapeutique,  that  he  has  succeeded  in  staying  ague  fits 
by  the  use  of  the  following  liniment :  Essential  oil  of 
turpentine,  three  ounces  and  a  half ;  chloroform,  about 
one  drachm.  The  patient  was  a  young  man,  with  whom 
quinine  had  failed,  and  the  above  liniment  was  used 
about  two  hours  before  the  fit.  The  latter  appeared  at 
the  usual  hour,  but  was  somewhat  shorter  than  the  pre- 
ceding; the  second  was  kept  off  for  four  hours;  the 
third  failed  to  appear  altogether,  and  the  patient  was 
*  soon  quite  well,  experiencing  only  for  a  few  days  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  discomfort  at  the  accustomed  hour  of 
the  fits.  The  liniment  has  several  years  ago  been  intro- 
duced by  M.  Bellencontre,  laudanum  being,  however, 
used  instead  of  the  chloroform  employed  by  M.  Aran. 

Ibi4. 
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Gross  on  Urinary  Diseases,  etc. 

Medical  and  other  writers  of  our  country  have  fre- 
quently complained  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  Bri- 
tish critics  to  disparage  productions  emanating  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  If  there  arc  just  grounds  for  such 
complaints,  the  signal  favor  with  which  the  late  work 
by  Prof.  Gross,  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  has 
been  received,  is  some  indemnification  for  former  acts 
of  injustice.  The  British  and  Foreign  Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal  Review,  in  speaking  of  the  admirable  treatise  on 
Diseases  of  the  Genito-urinary  system,  a  treatise  of 
which  the  American  medical  profession  may  justly  be 
proud,  holds  the  following  language  : — "  Dr.  Gross  is 
quite  correct  in  asserting  that  all  the  treatises  on  this 
subject  as  yet  published  in  the  English  language,  are 
mere  outlines,  which  no  one  has  attempted  to  render  at 
all  worthy  companions  to  such  works  as  those  of  Law- 
rence on  '  Hernia,'  Mackenzie  on  the  '  Diseases  of  the 
Eye,'  Budd  on  the  'Liver,'  and  Curling  on  the  'Testis.' 
It  has  remained  for  an  American  writer  to  wipe  away 
this  reproach  ;  and  so  completely  has  the  task  been  ful- 
filled, that  we  venture  to  predict  for  Dr.  Gross'  treatise 
a  permanent  place  in  the  literature  of  surgery,  worthy 
to  rank  with  the  best  works  of  the  present  age.  Not 
merely  is  the  m  atter  good,  but  the  getting  up  of  the 
volume  is  most  creditable  to  transatlantic  enterprise; 
the  paper  aud  print  would  do  credit  to  a  first-rate  Lon- 
don establishment;  and  the  numerous  wood  cuts  which 
illustrate  it,  demonstrate  that  America  is  making  rapid 
advances  in  this  department  of  art.  We  have,  indeed, 
unfeigned  pleasure  in  congratulating  all  concerned  in 
this  publication,  on  the  result  of  their  labors  ;  and  expe- 
rience a  feeling  something  like  what  might  animate  a 
long  expectant  husbandman,  who,  oftentimes  disap- 
pointed by  the  produce  of  a  favorite  field,  is  at  last 
agreeable  surprised  by  a  stately  crop  which  may  bear 
comparison  with  any  of  its  former  rivals.  The  grounds 
of  our  high  appreciation  of  the  wosk  will  be  obvious  as 
we  proceed  ;  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  present  facili- 
ties for  obtaining  American  books  will  induce  many  of 
our  readers  to  verify  our  recommendation  by  their  own 
perusal  of  it." 

Again,  in  comparing  the  work  by  Dr.  Gross  with  a 
treatise  on  similar  subjects  by  an  English  writer,  Coul- 
son,  the  reviewer  adds :— "  We  have  already  expressed 
our  high  appreciation  of  Prof.  Gross  treatise;  and  it 
gives  us  much  regret  to  feel  compelled  to  state  that 
the  comparison  of  the  two  is,  on  almost  every  point, 
disadvantageous  to  Mr.  Coulson.  We  acknowledge  that 
we  .have  tried  lus  work  by  a  high  standard;  but  we 
think  that  we  are  fully  justified  in  so  doing,  considering 
how  long  its  author  has  been  before  the  public  as  & 
surgical  writer,  and  how  high  a  position  he  evidently 
desires  to  attain.  There  is  scarcely  any  point  on  which 
his  work  is  not  inferior  to  Dr.  Gross' ;  and  we  have 
been  continually  led  to  feel,  in  our  examination  of  it, 
how  seriously  defective  it  is,  alike  in  method  and  in 


completeness;  so  that  its  perusal  has  left  us  with  the 
conviction,  that  scarcely  any  one  subject  has  been  satis- 
factorily treated,  scarcely  any  point  of  pathology  or 
j  practice  fairly  and  fully  disposed  of.  We  can  assure 
|  Mr.  Coulson  that  we  state  this  with  regret,  and  with 
I  no  other  motive  than  that  which  arises  from  our  desire 
1  to  discharge  our  critical  duty  faithfully  and  impartially. 
That  our  verdict  will  be  confirmed  by  any  competent 
judge,  who  may  take  the  same  pains  that  we  have  done 
in  the  comparison  of  the  two  works  before  us,  we  have 
I  not  the  smallest  doubt ;  and  we  have  even  a  sufficiently 
|  good  opinion  of  Mr.  Coulson's  own  candor,  to  believe, 
that  if  he  will  examine  Professor  Gross'  treatise  for 
j  himself,  he  will  admit  our  case  to  be  so  strong,  that  he 
will  not  feel  it  necessary  to  impute  to  us  any  bias  to 
:  his  disadvantaore." 


Quacltery, 

My  Dear  Doctor:  A  druggist  in  Cincinnati  hand- 
ed me,  some-  time  ago,  a  prescription  by  the  renowned 
"  Nigger  Doctor,"  liezin  Chase,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  correct  copy.  Don't  you  think  it  worth  publishing: 

Godfrey's  Cordial  40  drops, 

Bateman's  Drops,  40  drops, 

Lard,  2  teaspoonfuls, 

Butter,  2  tea:spopnfuls, 

Best  Brandy,  2  table-spoonfuls, 

Chamber-ley,  2  tea-spoonfuls, 
mix.    Take  2  tea-spoonfuls  on  going  to  bed. 

The  above  was  for  a  gentleman  who  had  sought  the 
advice  of  several  eminent  physicians,  without  avail;  but 
Dr.  Chase  promised  to  cure  him  up  "  sartain." 

Yours,  as  ever,  S.  H.  S. 

Ohio  Journal. 


From   the   St.  Louis  Journal. 

Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo. — 
From  the  announcement  of  this  Institution,  we  learn 
that  the  faculty  have  determined  to  reduce  their  fees  to 
|  fifty  dollars,  for  the  tickets  of  the  seven  professors, 
!  and  in  particular  cases  to  receive  notes,  satisfactorily 
endorsed  in  payment.  This  reduction,  they  state,  has 
|  been  rendered  necessary  from  "  the  course  pursued  by 
|  other  institutions,  with  which,  from  their  geographical 
situation,  the  school  at  Buffalo  is  necessarily  brought 
j  into  competition."  This  plea  is,  no  doubt,  satisfactory 
j  to  themselves,  but  we  very  much  doubt  whether  it  will 
{  bs  regarded  by  others,  as  a  sufficient  justification  for 
j  engaging  in  the  disreputable  business  of  undercharging. 
In  almost  every  community  there  are  a  set  of  persons 
claiming  to  be  physicians,  who  advertise  to  attend  pa- 
tients for  fifty,  or  even  twenty-five  cents  a  visit;  yet,  no 
respectable  physician  ever  thinks  it  necessary,  in  order 
to  compete  with  such  persons,  to  adopt  their  miserable 
picayune  policy;  and  we  can  see  no  good  reason,  why 
the  same  principle  should  not  operate  in  the  case  of 
medical  schools. 


MEDICAL  G  AZETTE. 
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 gommuntcattons.  

Dr.  Dewees  on  the  seat  of  Intermittents,  with  novel 
Treatment. 

The  disturbances  of  the  physiological  actions  during 
an  attack  of  Intermittent  Fever,  point  out  in  a  great 
measure  the  pathologic  seat  and  condition.  No  law  can 
be  announced,  that  such  phenomena  should  ensue,  from 
the  absorption  or  impression  of  a  poison  so  subtle,  as 
hitherto  to  render  all  search  into  its  elementary  nature 
unavailing,  and  of  which  ignorance  may  for  ever  prevail. 
But,  |  rational  treatment  can  be  founded,  by  the  careful 
studv  of  such  facts,  as  are  known  respecting  the  regu- 
lation of  the  functions,  during  a  state  of  health,  con- 
joined with  an  analytical  grouping  of  the  signs  and 
symptoms,  marking  a  deviation  from  the  sound  condi- 
tion, and  the  careful  interpretation  of  the  lesions  found 
upon  post  mortem  examinations.  The  conclusion  drawn 
from  such  investigations  justifies  the  belief,  that,  the 
miasmatic  poison  produces  a  specific  action  over  the 
innervation  of  the  organ  or  organs,  the  cerebro-spinal 
system  being  the  seat  of  the  disorder. 

In  all  diseases  attended  by  periodicity,  spinal,  or 
cerebro-spinal  complication  exists,  primarily  or  secon- 
darily. Primarily,  in  Ague  proper — Secondarily,  in 
those  diseases  not  dating  their  origin  from  malariac 
poison,  but,  where  the  individual  has  been  previously 
subject  to  the  disease,  or  exposed  to  the  influence  of 
miasmata,  the  periodic  character  being  engrafted  on  the 
disorder  prevailing. 

The  precursors  of  the  cold  stage,  indicate  the  spi- 
nal axis  as  the  seat  of  the  disease.  The  languor,  yawn- 
ing and  stretching  of  the  muscles  that  seem  sore  from 
exertion,  the  chilly  trickling  down  the  aching  back  and 
limbs,  the  shivering  and  tremor  of  the  very  fibrils  of 
the  muscles,  the  chattering  of  the  teeth,  against  which 
the  inarticulate  tongue  lies  as  though  tipped  with  ice ; 
the  palid,  shrunken,  and  anserine  skin,  that  seems  se- 
parating from  the  shrinking  flesh,  whilst  the  cold  breath 
comes  sbort  and  irregular  from  the  spasmodic  actions 
of  the  diaphragm,  all  these  point  out  the  disorder  in 
the  nerves  of  animal  life.  Whilst  the  capillary  con- 
gestion purpling  the  hands  and  feet,  the  frequent  but 
feeble  pulse,  from  the  cramped  state  of  the  heart,  etc. 
evince  the  engagement  of  the  organic  centres. 

The  whole  system  is  now  oppressed  to  its  utmost, 
the  chilly  blood  in  vain  bears  its  load  of  carbon  to  be 
freed  bv  the  lungs ;  the  respiration  is  encreasingly  im- 
perfect,— arterial  blood  becomes  more  and  more  venous, 
the  nervous  centres  poisoned  by  the  disease  and  car- 
bonaceous impurities,  act  more  sluggishly,  and  a  fatal 
end  to  this  strife  between  Zymotic  ferment  and  vital 
force  would  ensue,  and  sometimes  does,  were  it  not 
that  the  period  of  the  storm  becom#%  obedient  to  its 
law,  and  life  becomes  dominant  again.  The  agitated 
muscles  become  more  calm,  the  air  cells  re-open  their 
reviving  inlets,  and  genial  warmth  begins  to  steal  over 
the  en-crimsoning  flesh.  But  the  heart  now  encreases 
its  force,  the  eyes  burn  and  ache,  the  ears  seem  deaf- 
ened by  painful  sounds,  the  temples  throb  and  the 


i  brain  reels  with  giddiness,  and  grows  wild  with  quick 
I  chasing  thoughts;  Iceberg  and  fire  seem  to  have  en- 
j  tered  the  lists  to  drive  life  from  its  citadel,  when  a  gentle 
I  dew  spreads  silently  over  the  scorching  brow  and 
dripping  with  wet,  at  last,  a  reprieve  for  a  time  is  gain- 
i  ed,  and  a  slow  return  to  self  takes  place.  Truly  the 
I  afflicted  subject  might  exclaim  with  the  western  Job, 
j  that  he  had  gone  through  a  "  constitutional  earth- 
,  quake." 

j       Neither  liver,  nor  lung,  heart  nor  bowel,  play  as 
I  chief  actors  in  this  masquerade  of  disordered  action, 
they  are  the  mere  stages ;  the  master  performer  is  the 
j  cerebro-spinal  system. 

The  cold  stage  is  the  patient's  danger,  the  fever  is 
j  his  salvation ;  for  no  man  dies  with  the  fever  on  him, 
i  he  dies  when  it  leaves  him.  The  fever  is  the  measure 
!  of  the  chill;  it  shows  how  much  carbon  laid  up  in  the 
j  blackened  blood,  has  to  be  burned  off  by  the  quickly 
inspired  oxygen. 

In  some  persons  the  fever  runs  not  so  high,  as  the 
associated  organs  take  part  of  the  labor;  the  kidneys 
void  products,  rich  in  urea,  lithates,  etc.  the  liver  un- 
loads the  circulation  of  part  of  its  carbon  by  secreting 
bile,  whilst  the  skin  throws  off  the  organic  and  saline 
matters. 

The  blanched  and  tawney  appearance,  left  after  an 
attack  of  Intermittent  fever,  indicates  the  destructive 
action  of  the  poison  upon  the  red  corpusdts  of  the 
blood ;  and,  thus  it  is,  by  the  gradual  diminution  of 
these  corpuscles,  that,  the  capacity  for  oxygenation  de- 
creases pari  passu,  (especially  in  the  uncomplicated 
cases,)  entailing  the  immediate  and  remote  consequen  • 
ces  dependant  on  such  a  condition.  Capillary  conges 
tion  of  the  brain,  spinal  cord  and  viseral  organs  ensues, 
the  amount  depending  upon  the  dose  of  the  poison  and 
the  condition  of  the  parts  prior  to  the  invasion. 

In  certain  regions,  the  effects  of  the  malarial  poison 
are  so  pernicious,  as  to  induce  at  once  those  changes  in 
the  nervous  centres,  which  in  other  situations  result 
more  slowly ;  hence  the  shock  is  greater,  and  the  con- 
stitutional resistance  is  brought  to  its  lowest  condition, 
prostrating  all  effort  toward  reaction,  tetanic  convulsion, 
or  death  by  asphyxia  and  coma  speedily  closing  the 
scene.  But,  where  the  dose  is  not  so  great,  or,  the 
constitutional  resistance  is  greater,  tolerance  is  in  a 
degree  established,  and  the  phenomena  are  not  so  ra- 
pidly obvious  ;  although  the  functions  of  animal  and 
organic  life  are  completely  hampered,  and  the  prognosis 
is  generally  unfavorable. 

Taking  the  average  of  the  early  symptoms,  the  first 
impression  of  the  miasmatic  poison  is  upon  the  medulla 
oblongata,  the  respiratory  tract  seeming  to  feel  the 
brant  of  the  disorder  with  the  greatest  severity.  In- 
deed, in  many  instances  of  pernicious  Intermittent,  the 
impression  upon  the  nervous  centres  is  so  violent,  that, 
the  bronchial  mucus  surface  and  pulmonary  cells  fall  at 
once  beneath  the  invasion,  intense  bronchitis  and  pneu- 
monia being  ushered  in ;  so  that,  if  even  reaction  be  in- 
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clined  to  be  established,  the  patient  succumbs,  from  the 
lungs  not  being  in  a  fit  condition  to  aerate  the  blood,  so 
heavily  charged  with  carbon,  and  other  excretory  im- 
purities. 

Thus  it  is,  that  the  secondary  results  of  the  miasm, 
induce  a  condition  fraught  -with  double  danger  to  the 
patient,  by  establishing  a  lesion  in  an  organ  whose  integ- 
rity is  so  essential  to  the  performances  of  life,  and  by 
withdrawing  the  attention  of  the  practitioner  from  the 
primary  engagement  and  cause.  Hence,  in  these  cases 
of  sudden  result,  the  autopsy  is  frequently  incorrect  in 
its  definition,  as  congestive  bronchitis  or  pneumonia, 
may  be  recorded  as  the  cause  of  death  ;  when  the  in- 
jury to  the  cerebro-spinal  system  was  the  specific  agent 
in  these  conditions,  which  were  resultants  ;  the  poison  of 
ague,  either,  not  being  recognized,  or  inadequately  ap- 
preciated as  regards  its  pathologic  locale. 

Again,  an  attack  of  ague  may  have  passed  away; 
the  health  may  have  been  almost  completely  restored, 
and  time  seems  to  the  patient,  to  form  the  chief  ele- 
ment towards  perfect  recovery.  But  thin  time  does  not 
come — for  neuralgia  makes  its  appearance,  bearing  the 
mark  of  periodicity — or,  rheumatic  pains  attack  the 
joints  and  fibrous  tissues — or,  a  cough  sets  in  with  dys- 
pnoea and  pain  in  the  left  side — and,  in  women,  a  chloro" 
tic  condition  ensues  with  amenorrhoea,  for  the  fibrin 
generally,  is  not  lessened — or,  pelvic  pains  are  com. 
plained  of,  with  dysmenorrhoea  rendering  life  a  monthly 
burden,  from  the  engorgement  of  the  fibrous  tissue  of 
the  womb  or  ovaries — or  congestion  of  the  kidneys  takes 
place,  and  the  urine  is  coagulable  by  heat  and  nitric 
acid,  whilst  at  the  same  time  the  respiration  is  imperfect 
— or,  sharp,  cutting,  and  shooting  pains  dart  about  and 
through  the  head,  whilst  the  patient  is  drowsy,  and  the 
skin  assumes  an  icterode  hue,  and  paralysis  of  an  organ 
or  organs — of  locomotion  or  of  function — or  both — gra- 
dually comes  on,  either  to  depart  as  slowly  as  it  ap- 
proached, if  health  become  tardily  renewed;  or,  to 
increase  the  difficulties  in  the  performances  in  the  role 
of  organic  life,  by  charging  the  system  more  and  more 
with  accumulating  impurities  and  decay,  till  the  web  of 
life  is  completely  worn  out. 

The  secret  of  these  various  disorders  lies  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  malariac  poison — the  secret  of  the  cure 
or  relief,  in  conjoining  the  treatment  accordingly. 

No  disease  of  itself  or  its  engagements,  holds  out  so 
many  false  lights  as  regards  its  absolute  pathologic  con- 
dition, as  Intermittent  fever.  Inflammation  appears  to 
attend  its  every  step,  if  mere  symptoms  were  regarded — 
yet,  such  is  not  the  fact,  as  witnessed  by  their  varying 
states  in  obedience  to  the  type  of  the  disease,  and  by 
the  resistence  to  the  treatment  found  efficient  in  other 
cases  attended  by  true  inflammation.  For  the  action  of 
an  anti-periodic  dispels  in  most  instances  all  learned  fears. 
Nor  are  the  organs  upon  inspection  found  as  having 
passed  through  the  grades  of  inflammatory  progress. 

The  spleen  is  frequently  found  enlarged  and  softened 
— the  liver  is  also,  in  chronic  cases,  indurated  as  well  as 


increased  in  size,  dropsical  effusion  into  the  sevous  cavi- 
ties taking  place,  as  a  result  of  the  capillary  engorge- 
ment, and  depressed  nervous  energy. 

Whenever  inflammation  is  suspected  to  be  associated 
with  ague,  attention  should  be  paid  strictly  to  the  per- 
sistence of  the  symptoms  during  every  stage,  to  the 
state  of  the  pulse,  and  the  effect  produced  upon  the 
grade  of  the  disease,  by  which  its  character  receives  a 
noticeable  change,  in  conjunction  with  the  objective  con- 
dition  of  the  blood  itself,  as  regards  the  increase  of 
the  fibrin  which  always  takes  place  during  true  inflam- 
matory action.  Even  in  these  last  corroborations,  due 
regard  must  be  given  to  those  accidental  or  direct  cir- 
cumstances influencing  the  production  of  fibrin,  as  wit- 
nessed during  pregnancy  or  from  inflamed  surfaces  by 
blisters,  &c.  In  most  of  these  cases  deemed  inflamma- 
tory, the  symptoms  are  attributable  to  irritation,  and 
the  changes  in  the  exhausted  reproductive  energies  of 
the  parts. 

Prior  tendencies  to  disease  of  some  particular  organ 
are  frequently  liable  to  be  developed  into  an  active  ex- 
istence, especially  after  an  attack  of  ague  of  the  perni- 
cious or  malignant  kind.  This  has  been  frequently  no- 
ticed by  me,  in  individuals  returning  from  California, 
where  they  became  subject  to  the  disease  of  that  cli- 
mate. Whilst,  where  the  person  was  previously  subject 
to  some  of  the  Protean  disorders  of  the  nervous  system, 
a  contrary  result  has  often  times  taken  place,  the  specific 
operation  of  the  malarial  poison  upon  the  nervous  cen- 
tres, producing  a  substitution  of  the  original  malady. 

Imitative  in  some  degree  of  Intermittent  action  may 
be  enumerated,  sudden  injuries  to  the  mucus  surface  of 
the  internal  passages ;  as  evidenced  in  the  effects  from 
the  shock  experienced  by  some,  in  passing  the  catheter 
or  sound  into  the  bladder — or  in  cases  of  hardened 
scybala  in  the  pouch  of  the  colon  or  rectum — of  intesti- 
nal worms,  and  the  first  "approche  "  in  the  female,  &c. 
The  impression  in  these  instances  is  conveyed  by  the 
sensory  nerves  to  the  spinal  column,  inducing  a  condi- 
tion representee  of  the  periodic  nisus. 

Again,  a  state  resembling  disguised  or  ill-defined  In- 
termittent is  to  be  found,  particularly  in  the  internal  ge- 
neration or  absorption  of  pus — although  the  symptoms 
are  more  allied  to  the  remittent  form  of  fever.  The  ab- 
sence to  exposure ;  the  irregularity  of  the  chills  or 
shiverings,  which  are  of  no  certain  duration  or  interval 
— the  continued  frequency  of  the  pulse  (generally  re- 
maining over  96) — the  peculiar  clammy  state  of  the 
skin,  (though  at  times  harsh  and  dry,) — the  white 
creamy  tongue,  resembling  the  "  cow  tongue,"  and  the 
persistence  of  the  exacerbations  in  spite  of  Quinine,  which 
is  frequently  called  for  in  the  sulphuric  acid  solution, 
as  a  tonic  to  the  system,  and  a  direct  tranquillizer  to  the 
over  action  of  the  heart ;  these  and  other  signs,  are  only 
to  be  mentioned,  to  cause  the  avoidance  of  an  error  in 
diagnosis,  which  may  prove  so  dangerous  to  the  patient, 
and  which  has  been  made  by  men  whose  experience 
should  have  taught  them  better. 
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Treatment — On  this  subject  I  have  but  few  words  I 
to  say  ;  calling  merely  attention  to  the  facts  mentioned  ! 
above,  viz :  that  the  cerebro-spinal  system  is  chiefly  af- 
fected— that  by  the  inadequate  performances  of  the 
lungs  and  liver,  the  blood  is  rendered  more  carbona- 
ceous than  consorts  with  healthy  action,  and  is  deprived 
of  its  red  corpuscle,  and  that  engagements  of  other  or- 
gans are  apt  to  occur  during  the  period  of  attack,  or 
after  an  interval  of  comparative  restoration.  This  re- 
view then  naturally  leads  to  the  topical  treatment  that 
should  be  addressed  to  the  spinal  column — to  the  action 
of  calomel  for  its  specific  effect  over  the  liver,  by  caus- 
ing an  excrementitious  product  of  bile,  to  aid  the  im- 
paired lungs  in  the  office  of  decarbonization,  and  to  the 
timely  preparations  of  iron — especially  the  Iodide — to 
restore  its  lost  corpuscular  constituency. 

The  choice  between  the  internal  administration  of 
Quinine,  bark,  chinoidine,  arsenic,  copper  and  other  mi- 
neral tonics  is  only  to  be  learned  by  experience  and  in 
many  cases  by  trial;  whilst  the  idea  of  the  inflammatory 
action  of  the  intercurrent  affections  is  to  be  mostly 
avoided — local  detraction  over  the  spleen  may  be  called 
for— but  more  trust  is  to  be  placed  in  the  preparations 
of  Iodine. 

The  only  novelty  I  shall  mention  in  the  treatment  is 
the  endermic  application  over  the  spine  of  a  saturated 
solution  of  Quinine,  or,  by  placing  the  powder  upon  de- 
nuded blistered  surfaces,  six  or  eight  inches  apart,  of 
the  size  of  a  shilling  piece,  down  the  whole  tract.  This 
has  proved  to  me  of  specific  efficacy  in  cases  that  have 
resisted  the  full  effect  of  internal  treatment. 

When  the  solution  is  employed,  the  skin  should  be 
well  stimulated  by  friction  or  mustard,  that  the  more 
rapid  absorption  of  the  Quinine  should  ensuo.  Not  only 
in  the  treatment  of  ague  will  this  be  found  beneficial, 
but  also  whenever  tonicity  is  required,  and  the  internal 
use  of  tonic  remedies  is  desired  to  be  avoided. 

The  spinal  system  is  always  more  or  less  at  fault 
whenever  tonicity  is  impaired  ;  and  remedial  measures, 
to  have  the  looked  for  effect,  must  directly  or  indirectly 
operate  through  the  spine,  or  by  improving  the  quality 
of  the  blood  nourishing  it. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add  a  valuable  hint  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Quinine  in  cases  accompanied  by  great 
prostration  of  the  heart's  action,  as  sometimes  witnessed 
in  those  furious  attacks  of  pernicious  fever  desolating  | 
some  sections  of  our  country,  viz  :  to  conjoin  brandy 
with  the  alkaloid,  to  control  its  sedative  action  over  the 
heart,  when  given  in  large  doses. 

Xo.  638  Broadway. 


Report  of  Two  Puerperal    Cases    by    Dr.  Walter 
O'Rielly. 

The  following  two  cases  of  Puerperal  fever  may  not 
be  uninteresting  in  consequence  of  their  complication 
with  ascarides  in  the  intestines. 

Mrs.  R  ,  residing  in  Avenue  A,  of  a  sanguine 

temperament,  bom  in  Ireland  ;  husband  a  stonecutter ; 


was  confined  of  her  second  child,  a  girl,  on  the  even- 
ing of  Sunday,  July  4,  1852,  about  ten  minutes  pre- 
vious to  my  arrival.  And  after  waiting  half  an  hour, 
no  symptoms  of  uterine  action  manifesting  itself,  I  ex- 
tracted the  Placereta  without  any  difficulty.  The  case 
went  on  well  until  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day,  Friday 
the  11th,  when  she  was  attacked  very  suddenly  with  a 
severe  rigour,  lasting  about  an  hour,  produced  by,  as  I 
afterwards  ascertained,  her  having  injudiciously  got  out 
of  bed  the  evening  previous,  remaining  up  for  some 
time.  On  calling  in  the  afternoon  I  found  her  in  an  ex- 
tremely bad  condition,  pulse  120,  full  but  no  decided 
hardness ;  pains  in  the  head,  back  and  abdomen ;  in- 
tolerance of  light ;  tongue  white  and  loaded  ;  bowels 
constipated  ;  urine  high  colored  and  scanty  ;  thirst  and 
heat  of  surface  excessive  ;  milk  and  lochia?  suppressed, 
with  tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  more  especially  over 
the  uterus,  which  could  be  detected  large,  firm,  and 
hard  in  the  hypogastrium,  as  high  as  midway,  between 
the  pubis  and  umbilicus.  Orderd  at  once  a  large  mus- 
tard plaster  over  the  abdomen,  to  remain  on  half  an 
hour,  followed  by  a  hot  linseed  meal  poultice,  sprinkled 
with  mustard,  to  be  renewed  every  three  hours,  and  to 
have  toast  tea,  milk  whey,  or  barley  water,  ad  libitum, 
with  the  following  pills,  followed  by  01.  Ricini,  &c. 

Pil.  Hydrarg.  grs.  v. 
P.  Ipecac,  gr.  ss. 
Soda  Bicarb,  gr.  v. 
Ext.  Hyose.  gr.  iij. 
M.  ft.  Pil.  iij. 

At  ten  o'clock,  p.  m.  found  the  medicine  pad  ope- 
rated freely,  but  without  any  mitigation,  or  material  de. 
crease  of  ihe  most  urgent  symptoms,  nor  any  return  of 
the  chills,  prescribed  eight  leeches  over  the  abdomen 
to  bleed  for  two  hours,  u-ing  warm  fomentations  to  pro- 
mole  that  object,  and  then  to  reapply  the  linseed  meal 
poultice,  as  warm  as  possible,  every  four  hours,  leaving 
out  the  mustard,  and  to  lutve  the  following  powders, 
one  every  hour : 

Hyd.  Submur.  gr.  xvij. 
Pulv.  Doveri.  gr.  xxiv. 
ft.  Pulv.  xij. 

12th,  seven  o'clock,  a.  m.  leeches  had  a  good  effect* 
pulse  80.  pains  in  the  head,  back  and  abdomen  diminish, 
ed  ;  less  tenderness  on  pressure,  or  intolerance  of  light, 
profuse  diaphoresis,  micturition  free  and  unaccompanied 
with  pain,  less  thirst,  but  complains  very  much  of  a  bad 
taste  in  the  mouth  ;  mercurial  odour  or  influence  not 
perceptible  as  yet ;  some  soreness  still  remaining  in  the 
original  seat  of  pain,  and  tenderness ;  ordered  to  reap- 
ply the  leeches  again,  with  subsequent  fomentation  to 
encourage  the  bleeding,  and  to  continue  as  before,  the 
poultices  and  powders,  one  every  two  hours. 

2  o'clock,  p.  m.  considerably  worse,  but  no  return 
of  the  rigours,  although  the  leeches  had  taken  again 
and  bled  very  freely  ;  great  prostration  of  the  physical 
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middle  stature,  and  had  the  perfect  use  of  all  the  mus- 
cles of  the  body.  A  family  physician  attended  her 
during  the  paroxysms  of  pain  and  nervous  excitement 
mentioned,  but  was  ignorant  of  the  real  cause  of  these 
symptoms.  He  treated  her  by  bleeding,  cathartics,  op- 
&c.  The  tumor  enlarged,  and  the  symptoms  were  con- 
tinued till  I  was  consulted  in  her  case.  The  tumor  was 
fifteen  inches  in  circumference,  covering  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  sacrum,  and  four  of  the  lumber  vertebrae  of 
a  conical  form,  rising  about  seven  inches,  covered  by 
integuments,  and  distended  with  fluid. 

She  had  managed,  by  adjusting  her  clothes,  so  as  to 
keep  the  deformity  from  being  much  exposed  or  no- 
ticed. While  riding  in  a  carriage  she  was  injured  and 
put  in  pain  by  having  the  tumor  pressed  against  the 
seats,  and  always  afterwards  suffered  with  the  symp- 
toms mentioned. 

Walking,  or  whatever  exercise,  fatigued  her  much, 
and  uniformly  produced  lassitude  and  nervous  excite- 
ment. She  had  suffered  from  the  great  enlargement 
and  concussion  of  the  tumor  for  several  months  anterior 
to  my  seeing  her,  more  than  at  any  previous  period. 
Indeed  she  was  reduced  to  a  constant  state  of  danger 
and  distress. 

I  advised  an  operation,  which  was  made  by  dividing 
the  upper  portion  of  the  tumor  with  a  scalpel  about  five 
inches  encircling  the  prominent  portion  of  the  tumor 
within  two  eliptical  incissions.  Twenty-two  ounces  of 
fluid  was  discharged,  carrying  the  appearnnce  of  pure 
alkohol.  On  standing  till  cold,  it  had  the  appearance  of 
serum  or  lymph,  but  was  more  like  distilled  water.  The 
incisions  and  removal  of  parts  exposed  the  interior  and 
bottom  of  the  tumor.  Its  cavity  was  lined  with  the 
duramater,  distended  and  enlarged  with  the  fluid  men- 
tioned, two  of  the  lower  spinous  processes  were  wanting  ; 
a  cavity  was  presented,  and  the  spinal  cord  in  its  na- 
tural position  and  covered  with  the  piamater  was  per- 
ceptible. 

The  divided  parts  were  brought, together  and  secur. 
ed  by  adhesive  straps,  and  covered  with  compresses  and 
a  bandage  applied. 

She  suffered  but  little  by  the  operation,  except  the 
former  symptoms  from  concussion.  These  were  very 
great  for  a  few  minutes. 

There  was  a  constant  secretion  and  discharge  of 
fluid  from  the  parts  for  the  first  five  days,  with  general 
neuralgic  symptoms,  and  increased  arterial  excitement, 
which  were  mitigated  by  large  doses  of  opium,  and 
warm  fomentations  over  the  spine  and  incised  parts.  A 
suppurative  process  took  place  freely  about  the  tenth 
day,  and  a  union  of  the  parts  followed  with  a  mitigation 
of  all  the  symptoms.  A  sound  state  of  the  parts  with 
a  depression  of  the  integuments  over  the  deranged  por- 
tion of  the  spine  followed,  and  she  has  enjoyed  good 
health  up  to  this  time,  Sept.  20,  1852. 

This  tumor  carried  with  it  from  the  birth  of  the  in- 
dividual, the  appearance  of  those  I  have  described  as 
curable. 


Much  observation  and  practice  in  these  affections  has 
convinced  me  that  it  is  important  for  surgeons  to  pos- 
sess a  correct  pathological  knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
formation  of  these  tumors,  before  they  attempt  a  cure  or 
adopt  any  mode  which  may  be  suggested  or  practised 
for  that  object.  Amasa  Tbowbridge,  M.  D. 


From  the  New  Jersey  Reporter. 
Death   of  Physicians  in  Philadelphia. 

JAMES  B.  ROGERS,  M.  D. 

]  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Rogers  was  one 
not  engaged  to  any  considerable  extent  in  the  practice 
of  medicine.  He  was  a  naturalist  and  chemist,  and  de- 
voted the  most  part  of  his  life  to  this  department  of 
science.  He  had  reached  the  zenith  of  his  ambition, 
being  honored  by  the  University  with  the  appointment 
of  Professor  of  Chemistry,  which  office  he  filled  with 
dignity  and  success,  when  he  was  cut  down  as  the  flow- 
er of  the  field,  in  the  midst  of  usefulness  and  the  pride 
of  his  just  matured  and  developed  powers.  He  was  an 
animated  and  attractive  lecturer,  mild  and  dignified,  in 
his  demeanor  to  the  class,  affable  in  his  intercourse  with 
all,  generous  and  noble  in  his  affections ;  while  it  is  be. 
lieved  he  endeavored  to  cultivate  the  Christian  virtues 
during  life,  as  in  death  quietly  resigned  himself  in  sim- 
ple faith  to  the  will  of  Him  who  called  him  from  earth 
to  heaven. 

We  have  also  to  notice  the  death  of 

G.   W.  PATTERSON,   M.  D. 

of  the  Northern  Dispensary  of  Philadelphia.  He  fell  a 
victim  of  pulmonary  consumption,  which  had  for  some 
years  past  warned  him  of  his  approaching  end.  His 
urbane  demeanor  towards  all,  and  particularly  his  gentle 
care  of  the  poor  who  came  under  his  notice  at  the  dis- 
pensary, earned  for  him  a  name,  which,  while  it  may 
not  be  ranked  among  the  great  of  this  world,  has  no 
doubt  been  recorded  among  the  good  who  inhabit  the 
world  above.  He  was  a  valuable  correspondent  of  the 
Reporter,  and,  had  his  life  been  prolonged,  would  pro- 
bably have  furnished  a  series  of  articles  on  various  dis- 
eases treated  under  his  official  charge.  His  life  was  use- 
ful ;  his  end  was  peace. 

It  will  not  perhaps  be  expected  of  us  to  say  much  of 

ISAAC  PARRISH,  M.  D. 

whose  sudden  removal  has  cast  a  gloom  over  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  and,  indeed,  over  the  whole  community 
jn  which  he  lived.  He  was  too  well  known  and  too 
much  valued  to  be  forgotten ;  and  while  no  words  of 
ours  are  needed  to  perpetuate  his  memory,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  record  here  a  simple  tribute  of  fraternal 
love.  He  was  our  brother ;  and  in  his  earnest  devotion 
to  the  profession  and  all  its  interests,  we  cannot  but 
remember  the  kind  and  fostering  care  with  which  he 
watched  even  our  steps  in  the  early  dawn  of  our  pro- 
fessional existence,  and  freely  offered  a  brother's  coun- 
sels to  guide  and  guard  the  reputation,  while  he  pre- 
sented in  his  own  example  lofty  principles  and  generous 
Christian  motives  and  objects  as  the  only  true  safeguard 
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to  character,  and  the  only  means  of  acquiring  honorable 
distinction.  Moved  by  such  impulses,  he  secured  the 
confidence  of  the  profession,  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity, the  affection  of  his  patients,  and  that  inward 
peace  and  joy  which  consoled  him  in  the  hour  of  death. 
In  life  he  bore  the  Christian's  cross,  and  now  he  wears 
the  Christian's  orown. 


SMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY 

COMPLETE. 

LIPPINCOTT,  GRAMBO  &  Co.  No.  1*  NORTH  FOURTH  STREET, 
Philadelphia,  have  ju6t  published, 

A  SYSTEM  OF  OPERATIVE  SURGERY, 

Based  upon  the  practice  of  surgeons  in  the  United  States,  and  comprising 
a  bibliographical  index  and  historical  record  of  many  of  their  operations 
for  a  period  of  200  years.  By  Henry  H.  Smith.  M.  D.  Illustrated  with 
upwards  of  100S  Engaavings  on  Steel.  The  whole  forming  one  large  oc- 
tavo volume. 

CON  TENTS. 
Parts  1  and  2— General  and  Elementary  Operations,  as  well  as  those  upon 

the  Head  and  Face. 
Part  3 — Operations  upon  the  Neck  and  Trunk. 

Part  4 — Operations  upon  the  genito  urinary  organs  of  the  Male  and  Fe- 
male. 

Part  5-  Operations  practised  on  the  Extremities. 

A  Bibliographical  Index 

Of  most  of  the  Surgical  Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  is  attached  to 
each  Part 

BP  The  Plates  will  be  presented  either  tinted  or  in  colors.  Price 
$7  50  tinted— $15  colored  to  nature. 

L.,  G.  &  Co.  have  also  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  by  Drs.  Wood  and  Bache. 
Ninth  Edition. 

Dr.  Wood's  Practice  of  Medicine.   2  vols.  8vo.  Third  Edition. 
Mitchell's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.    1  vol.  8vo. 
For  sale  by  all  the  principal  Booksellers. 


OTTO  &  KCEHLER, 

5§  Chatham-street,  second  Hoor. 


By  an  experience  of  a  long  series  of  years  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States,  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of  Surgical  and  Orlho- 
pedtcal  IMachines  and  Instruments,  Trusses,  Bandages, 

&.C.  &c.  in  such  an  accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our  age  in 
arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably.  We,  therefore,  invite  physicians 
and  surgeons  to  give  us  a  call  at  our  office,  58  Chatham-street,  (2d  floor,) 
and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles,  especially  the  above  instrument  for 
Vaccination,  which  is  the  most  finished  article  of  its  kind. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  GEORGIA. 

The  Twenty-First  Course  of  Lectures,  in  this  Institution,  will  com- 
mence on  the  First  Monday  in  November  next. 
Anatomy,  G.  M,  NEWTON,  M  D. 
Surgery,  L.  A.  DUGAS,  M.  D. 

Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  L.  D.  FORD,  M.  D. 
|  Physiology  and  Pathological  Anatomy,  H  V.  M.  MILLER,  M.  D. 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  I.  P. 
GARVIN,  M.  D. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Infants,  J.  A.  EVE,  M.  D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  ALEX.  MEANS,  M.  D. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  H.  F.  CAMPBELL,  M.  D. 

Assistant  Demonstrator,  ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  M.  D. 

Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  regularly  at  the  City  Hospital,  and 
ample  opportunities  will  be  afforded  for  the  Study  of  Practical  Anatomy. 

Important  additions  have  been  made  during  the  present  year,  to  their 
means  for  Demonstrative  Teaching  in  Obstetrics,  Pathological  and  Surgi- 
cal Anatomy,  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  &c.  &c. 

For  further  information  application  may  be  made  to  any  member  of 
the  Faculty  or  to 

L  August*,  July,  1852.  G.  M.  NEWTON,  Dean. 


GENEVA 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

Spring  Course,  1853. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com. 

mence  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March,  1853,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

CHARLES  B.  COVENTRY,  M.  D.  Professo.;  of  Obstetrics,  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

JAMES  WEBSTER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
CHARLES  A.  LEE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  General 
Pathology. 

JAMES  BRYAN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 

Surgery. 

GEORGE  HADLEY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
WILLIAM  SWEETSER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

GEORGE  W.  FIELD,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held  every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the 
College,  at  which  numerous  and  important  cases  are  presented  for  treat- 
ment The  Dissecting  Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and  well 
supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course,  $62 ;  Matriculation  Ticket,  S3  ;  Dissecting 
Ticket,  $5;  Graduation,  $20. 

Board,  including    el,  lights  &c  $2  per  week. 

CH'S  A.  LEE.  M.  D.  Dean. 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 

We  invite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

TOILET  ARTICLES  &  PERFUMERY. 

Druggists  will  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  as 
sortment  of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N..Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAIR, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing, 
and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one 
instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to 
those  who  have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  : — 
"  For  the  sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &  J.  Ramsey's  Ke- 
phalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compound  for  strengthen- 
ing and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  per- 
fume is  undeniably  fragrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly  for  many  years, 
and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now  add  that  of 
one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  well  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence."  Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

Made  Only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  New- York, 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept 
by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER. 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the 
Complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a 
beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  pre- 
parations made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  &c. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

22  Dey-street,  New-York. 

S  O  V  s  s  o , 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLTJC  &  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  the 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PURE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
BERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  581  Broadway,  250  4th  Avenue,  and 
2  Park  Row. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PALMER'S  PATENT  ARTIFICIAL  LEGS, 

l'T.  il)  l^l  k  T  k  ^ ^Vv^DRpl^f-  0 1 C  f  l^L  T  f[ 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.  (No.  5  BURTS  BLOCK,) 

— BY 

MESSRS.  PALMER  &  CO. 

(B.  F.  PALMER,  A.  S.  CURRIER,  AND  E.  D.  HUDSON,  M.  D.) 

Received  the  award  of  the  Prize  Medal  of  the  great  Industrial 
Exhibition  of  all  Nations,  in  London,  as  recommended  by  (the 
Judges)  those  emineut  and  world-renowned  Surgeons,  Sir  Wm. 
Lawrence  and  Mr.  Green,  of  London,  and  M.  Roux  and  Lal- 
lemand  of  Paris,  "  asbeing  the  best  artificial  leg  ever  invented;'' 
an  American  triumph  over  thirty  different  kinds  of  artificial  limbs 
on  exhibition  from  the  best  artists  in  London,  Paris,  and  various 
other  parts  of  Europe. 

By  the  recommend  of  the  most  eminent  Surgeons  in  the 
United  States,  as  "  Judges "  the  following  awards  have  been 
made  to  this  specimen  of  art  and  surgical  apparatus,  as  the  best 
ill  this  country  ;  (to  wit.)  '!  For  the  best  artificial  limbs." 

American  Institute,  New-York:  awarded,  Silver  Medal, 
1846:  Gold  Medal,  18-17  :  Gold  Medal,  lboO  :  and  renewal  pre- 
mium, ltfil. 

Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia  ;  Scott's  Legacy  Medal 
and  Premium,  820U  ;  and  Silver  .Medal,  "  first  premium"  1849  ; 
"first  premiunt  reitewea,   l&JGv  ■*  a  V  l 

Mass.  M.  C.  M.  Association,  Boston:  "first  premium" 
Silver  Medal,  lt)49,  "  first  premium  renewed,  1850. 

Maryland  Institute,  Baltimore;  first  premium,  1848:  Gold 
Medal,  1B.")II. 

New-York  State  Agricultural  Society,  Albany  ;  Silver 
Medal,  li-49:  ditto  and  Diploma,  1850:  Gold  Medal,  1S.»I.  for 
having  received  the  Prize  .Medal,  at  the  Great  Exhibit. on  of  all 
Nations,  in  London. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  numerous  opinions  given  by 
distinguished  Surgeons  in  this  country  and  in  London  concerning 
this  apparatus,  to  wit : 

"  I  have  examined  carefully,  the  Artificial  Leg,  invented  by 
Mr.  B.  Frank.  Palmer,  lis  construction  is  simple,  and  its  execu- 
tion is  beautiful  ;  and,  what  is  most  important,  those  who  have 
the  misfortune  to  require  a  substitute  for  the  natural  limb,  and  the 
good  fortune  to  possess  it,  all  concur  in  bearing  practical  testimony 
to  its  superiority  in  comfort  and  utility.  Valentine  Mott, 
I'rufpssor  of  SuiL'ory,  New- York  University. 

Few-York,  Jan.  29lA,  lbol." 

"  I  have  seen  several  of  the  Artificial  Legs  manufactured  by 
Messrs  I'ulmer  &  Co.  in  use,  and  consider  them  superior  to  any 
with  which  I  am  acquainted  W.  Parker,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery.  fle'w-York  College  of  Physicians  und  Surgeons. 

9t»rdfkjstHi**m,  i85i." 

"  The  undersigned  having  witnessed  the  successful  use  of  the 
Artificial  Leg  manufactured  by  Palmer  S  Cr>.  Springfield,  gladly 
recommend  them  to  persons  who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  the 
lower  extremity,  as  an  iugenions  mechanism,  which  imitates  in 
shape  and  motion  iliu  living  member  much  more  successfully  than 
would  seem  possible. 

John  C.  Warren,  J.  Mason  Warren, 

Geo  Hayward,  D  Humphrey  Storer, 

Jacob  Bioelow.  S.  D.  Townsend, 

Siir?eons  and  Physicians,  Muse.  General  Hospital. 
Boston,  June  12th,  1849." 

"  I  have  examiued  with  great  care,  the  Artificial  Leg  invented 
by  Mi  B.  F.  Palmer  and  do  not  hesitate,  to  recomnieud  it  ill  the 
Strongest  terms. 

"  It  has  been  used  by  several  of  my  patients,  and  with  entire 
satisfaction.  Tnos  D.  Mutter,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
Philadelphia,  March  21th,  18">0." 

"  I  have  examined  carefully  the  Artificial  Leg  invented  by 
Mr.  Palmer,  and  have  formed  u  very  favorable  opinion  of  its  con 
struction.  I  have  also  advised  my  patients  to  obtain  it,  and  hav< 
reason  to  suppose  it  answers  their  expectations. 

W.  Gibson,  M.  D. 
Professor  of  Surgery,  University  Penn. 

PkiMilpMa,  Mk.  fOd,  1651. 


"  4  Berhley-ttrut,  Bcrklty-tquare,  London,  Sept.  30!*,  1851. 
"  D.  F.  Palmer,  Esq.  ' 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  consider  your  Patent 
Artificial  Leg  to  be  the  best  invention  I  have  yet  seen  :  the  mo6t 
useful,  and  the  least  distinguished  from  the  natural  limb. 

"  I  am  sir,  your  very  obt.  servant, 

"  G.  J.  Gutubjb, 
"  Late  President,  Royal  College  of  Surgeone." 

"I  should  prefer  to  say  an  Englishman  makes  the  best  leg, 
but  I  must  say  au  American  has,  and  I  go  for  the  best 

"  Mr.  Skey, 

"  Surgeon  to  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital  and  Dean  of  Anatomy." 


N.  B. — B.  F.  Palmer  will  execute  all  orders  but  of  New 
England  and  New-York,  at  his  office,  376  Chestnut-street, 
Philadelphia. 


WITHOUT   SMELL  OE  TASTE. 

Messrs.  J.  MILHAU  &.  Co.  have  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  public  generally,  that  they  have  perfected  ar- 
rangements with  the  manufacturer  of  the  above  valuable  remedy ,  who  ha» 
succeeded,  by  an  improved  process  and  great  care,  in  obtaining  a  perfectly 
limpid  and  most  beautiful  oil,  almost  entirely  free  from  the  repugnant  taste 
and  smell  which  usually  forms  so  great  an  obstacle  to  its  administration. 
This  oil  is  not  bleached  or  submitted  to  any  subsequent" treatment  for  the 
accomplishment  of  60  desirable  a  result,  but  by  the  improvements  and  care 
employer',  is  brought  immediately  from  the  beans  in  its  highest  state  of  per- 
fection. Hitherto  "the  English  Castor  Oil  has  obtained  a  degree  of  prefer- 
ence in  our  markets  over  the  American  oil,  from  its  superiorwhitcnessand 
limpidity,  although  these  qualities  are  known  to  have  been  the  result  of 
exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  a  tedious  process  of  filtering,  during 
which  it  acquired  a  degree  of  rancidity  which  made  it  even  more  unplea- 
sant to  the  taste  than  the  ordinary  oil  of  this  country.  In  the  article 
now  offered  this  objection  is  done  away  with,  and  to  perfect  purity  of  ap- 
!  pearance,  it  adds  the  absence  of  all  unpleasant  odor  or  taste. 

We  invite  the  examination  of  the  Facult  to  the  above,  as  well  as  to  se- 
veral of  the  new  und  valuable  n  medics  recently  announced  of  which  we 
have  secured  a  supply,  viz. : — The  Kousso,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Tape 
Worm;  Hydroferro  Cyauatc  of  Potash  and  Urea;  the  new  Febrifuge  j 
Dragees  of  Lactate  of  li  on,  &c.  &c. 

For  Sale  by  J.  MILHAU  &.  Co.  Chemists  and  Druggists,  183  Broadway, 
where  may  be  constantly  found  a  full  assortment  of  all  the  articles  pertain- 
ing to  their  line  of  business. 


Congress  Water,  Soda  Water,  Kentucky  Blue  Lick  Water,  Seltzer  and 
other  foreign  Mineral  Waters. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


KIERSTED'S  131 
BREAST  OINTMENT 


Tho  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  Medicine- 
throughout  the  United  States,  ia  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 
invaluable  article, 

mEPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
cfty  of  New- York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  of 

AGUE  IN'  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OR  TU3I0RS  FROM  AX  Y  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR 
FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 

SCALDS,   BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 

.belverfl  viru  sum  y '  *a.  bfwtt'o»\»  «*>  ."  t  ">'•' 
It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCUTIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence ;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  live 
•r  six  days. 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES   Or  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE  ;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

AS  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  does  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  all  cases.  Inflammation. 

AS  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  discharges  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

Ia-ijs  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  ULCERS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Ol'd  and 'very  InflaSnrd  SORES,  When  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above, 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address.   ^  yrlainiyf'O  ,,>,'•  G  1'    - i  •       "     II     >  \\> 

PREPARED  ONLY  BY 

AN'D  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  532  Broadway, 

(cor.  of  Spring-street,  New-York.) 

COLLA5IORE  HOUSE. 

*,*  It  Is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 

JAMES  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-tt.  and  Montague  Place. 

RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  169  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 

ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  K.  J. 

R.  D.  COVERT,  Morristown,  N.  X 

C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  F.  Y. 

H.  G.  FOWLER  Auburn,  X  Y. 

WILLIAM  B.  HAIGHT.  Svmford,  Ct.  and 

8-  SAWYER,  124  Laia-H.  CkUago,  III 


A.  B.  80   D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM  STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON.  NEW-YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  Cash,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India,  Mediterranean,  and 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles,  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils.  Dye  Stuffs^  Drucgists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Dftggists'  Class  Ware.  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 

Plflil  COB-HYEE  OIL, 

together  with  every  Article  comprising  the  Slock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  McMUNN'S 

ELIXIR  OP  OPIUM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  JSaliie  Drug, 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  com- 
bination, to  tlie  exclusion  of  all  its  noxious,  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  bad  effects  depend.  It  possesses  all  the  sedative,  anodyne 
and  anti-spasmodic  powers  of  Opium, 

To  produce  slerp  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  puiu  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind; 

To  allay  convulsii  e  and  spasmodic  action,  trc  tfc. 
And  being  purified  fi  om  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  its  opera- 
on  is  attended  by 

Ifo  sickness  of  the  stomach,  no  ramiting,  no  headache. 

Aor  any  deraagenuut  of  the  constitution  or  gtHtrai  health. 

Hence  it*  brifu  rfupferiority  over  Laudanum,  ftirc'goric,  Illack  Drop,  De. 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  oilier  Opiate  preparation. 

The  Eluir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combination,  ami  in  its  lieing  its  liiH  representative,  while  Morphine,  heiug 
oil™  one  of  it*  primipl-s,  cannot  nlorie.  mill  tliar  in  an  artificial  srnte  of 
combination  too  prodiwe  all  il  inractet  is. ic  effects  of  so  tnii  haul  a 

•i  I"  its  effects,  the  Hixir  is  morechara-  tot  ill  ic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  any  of  IDE  artificial  lompavndt  of  Mori  Innc. 

:!.  And'isa  Preparation,  it  i-  not  liable  to  il<  compose  or  deteriorate  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine  ;  anil  thus  is  obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  i  revealed  the  latter  from  hfilDf  US  d  Willi  precision  and  effect. 

'I'd  speak  summarily,  tlie    Elixir  of  Opium,  as  a  remedy,  may  be 

adopted  in  nil  cases  in  which  Opium  or  il>  preparations  ar  iuiinisiolc.l, 

with  tl.c  certainty  of  ..hiainingvill  ilteir  sabnary  ami  h  tpp>  ellfc  >,  mill. ait 
heme  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernii  ■  consequences. 

Tlie  lollowine  testimonial,  recently  received,  embraces  several  interesting 
and  very  i'liipnrtai.t  facts  connected  w  itb  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr.  Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  ibi», truly 
valuable  leinedial  ageni  in  his  practice: 

Messis.  A.  II.  &  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I. ,  July  7,  IStn. 

Centlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  Die  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  njv  opinion  of 
McMfsVs  Elixir  of  Opit.v.  it  am  fuels  with  res  en  n,  its'  operation  in 
my  practice.  1  have  frequently  witnessed  its  enecls  in  cpscs  which  resisted 
every  oilier  remedy  ;  ami  I  might  tile  a  number  ol  instances  in  which  it 
seen  ed  to  art  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  mo-l  dangerous  symptoms  w  hen 
Other  means  bad  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  ol  using  it  mote 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  w  as  first  prase ■  ted  m  puldic  me,  and  1 
know  of  HO  tubstilnle  lor  it  in  all  those  cases  lit  w  Kictl  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  cither  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  ail 

the  in  pleasai.l  consequences  incident  to  the  it  a  i  coin  property  of  Opii   A 

case  occurred  recently,  in  which  the  use  of  Morphine  was  followed  by  a 
stale  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  insensible  for  live  houis 
after  taking  a  moderate  dose,  w  nil  a  complete  suspension  ol"  sen-onal  pow  cr 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes;  hut  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  with  such 
severity  that  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the  same  results  followed.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  perfectly  freefioui  all  unpleasaul  results  after- 
wards, and  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  patient  was  a  lndy 
who  hail  been  vomiting  ince-santly  fur  two  or  three  ilays.  She  cautioned 
me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  it  would 
make  her  worse.  1  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  w  itbont  her  knOn  ledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  w  itlioui  feeling 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti-emetic  it  is  invalu- 
uable.  I  might  add  a  variety  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  have  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  iu  use  for  particular  conditions.       Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.  D. 

XT  NOTICE. — A.  B.&D. SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMun- 
all  his  Hght,  title  and  interest  in  this  article,  anil  having  been  the  sole  Pro- 
prietors since  the  year  1-41,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  during  that 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consume!*  thai  no  Elixir  of  Optu.u 
will  hereafter  be  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  ouiside 
wrapper;  aud  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  A.  B.  it  D.  Sands,  Wholesale  Druggists,  141  Williani-ttieet,  corner  of 
Fuiton,  New-York.  Sold  also  by  Druggist*  generally. 
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PHILADELPHIA 

COLLEGE  OF  MEDICINE. 

Fifth-street,  a  few  doors  south  of  Walnut. 


The  Twelfth  Course  of  Lectures  will  be  commenced  on  Mon- 
day, October  18th,  1852,  and  be  closed  on  Saturday,  February 
26th,  1853. 

President,  Hon.  Jesse  R.  Burden,  M.  D. — Faculty  :  James 
McClintock,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  ;  Rush  Tfen  Dyke,  M. 
D.  Professor  of  Medicine  ;  James  Bryan,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery ;  Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  ;  Frederick 
A.  Fickardt,  M  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  ;  John  K.  Ma- 
son, M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  ;  David  Paal  Brown,  Esq. 
Professor  of  Forensic  Medicine  ;  Henry  Uoudby,  M.  D.,  F.  L.  S. 
Professor  of  Histology  ;  George  Hewston,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy 

Fees— For  Matriculation,  only  once  paid,  $5.00.  For  each 
ticket  of  the  Governing  Faculty,  six  Professors,  $15—  890.  For 
a  perpetual  ticket,  $160.  For  a  third  course,  to  those  who  have 
attended  two  lull  courses  in  other  colleges,  $50.  For  Graduation, 
$30. 

For  Practical  Anatomy,  including  Recapitulatory 

Lectures,  \  .  $11 

Recapitulatory  Lectures  alone,  ....  5 
Histology  and  Microscopy,  optional,  .  .  5 
Forensic  Medicine,  do.         ...  5 

The  ticket  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  is  presented  to  every 
full  course  and  perpetual  ticket  paying  Candidate  for  Graduation. 

In  addition  to  Hospital  advantages  afforded  in  the  city,  Clinical 
Instruction  is  given  in  the  College. 

The  thirteenth  session  of  the  Institution  will  commence  on 
Monday,  March  11,  1853,  and  close  about  July  10th,  1853.  • 
For  further  information  inquire  of 

JAMES   McCLINTOCK,  M.  D.  Dean, 

No.  1  North  Eleventh-street,  Philadelphia. 

August  20,  1852. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE, 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


NINTH,  BELOW  LOCUST-STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 
The  Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows: 

WILLIAM  DARRACH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JOHN  WILTBANK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

HENRY  S.  PATTERSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

DAVID  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  M.  ALLEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

FRANCIS  GURNEY  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine. 

WILLIAM  H.  GOBRECHT,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  An- 
atomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1852-3  will  commence  on 
Monday  the  11th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  ensuing  1st 
of  March. 

The  Anatomical  Rooms  will  be  opened  early  in  September, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator 
Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Ff.f.s.— Marticulation,  $5;  to  each  Professor,  $15;  Gradua- 
tion, $30. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Registrar, 
181  N.  Ninth-street,  Philadelphia. 

August,  1852. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

SESSION    OP  1852-3. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  oh  Monday,' 
the  11th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  first  day  of  March. 
The  Annual  Commencement  for  conferring  degrees  will  be  held 
early  in  March,  instead  of  at  the.  end  of  the  month,  as  formerly. 

ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Institutes  of 
Medicine,  &c. 

ROBERT  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 
and  General  Therapeutics. 

JOSEPH  PANCOAST,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Des- 
criptive, and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

JOHN  K.  MITCHELL,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Practice  of  Me- 
dicine. 

THOMAS  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Iustitutes  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

FRANKLIN  BACHE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

ELLERSLIE  WALLACE,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  of  October, 
and  during  the  course,  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  will  be  inves- 
tigated, prescribed  for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During 
the  past  year,  two  thousand  and  twenty-nine  cases  were  treated, 
and  three  hundred  and  eight  operations  performed.  Among 
these  were  many  major  operations — an  amputation  of  the  leg, 
thigh,  arm,  hand,  mamma?,  &c.  trephining,  tying  the  carotid, 
extensive  plastic  operations,  resection  of  the  femur  for  ankylosis, 
removal  of  the  superior  and  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone,  reduc- 
tion of  dislocations — some  of  old  standing,  treatment  of  fractures 
of  the  thigh,  arm,  forearm,  &c.  &c. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the  student  to 
attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical  demonstrations  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  Dissecting-rooms  will  be 
open,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the 
Demonstrator. 

FEES. 

Matriculation,  which  is  paid  only  once,  -  §5  00 
Each  Professor,  $15         ....      105  00 

Graduation,   30  00 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last  session  was  506  ;  and 
of  Graduates  228. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D. 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  No.  1  Girard-street. 

July,  1852. 


EREE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 

SESSION  1852-3. 

ZINA  PITCHER,  M.  D.  Emer.  Prof.  Institutes  of  Medicine 

and  Obstetrics. 

SAMUEL  DENTON,  M.  D.  President,  Prof.  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

ABRAM  SAGER,  M.  D.  Prof.  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children. 

SILAS  H.  DOUGLASS,  M.  D.  Prof.  Chemistry,  Pharmacy, 
and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

M.  GUNN,  M.  D.  Prof.  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  M.  D.  Secretary,  Prof.  Materia  Medica, 
Therapeutics  and  Physiology. 

EDMUND  ANDREWS,  M.  D.  Assistant  Lecturer  in  Ana- 
tomy and  Demonstrator. 

The  Third  Annual  Session  will  commence  upon  Wednesday, 
the  dh  day  of  October  next,  and  continue  till  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  April  ensuing.  A  Matriculation  Fee  of  Ten  Dollars  entitles 
to  the  privilege  of  permanent  membership.  Four  Lectures  daily, 
or  a  total  varying  from  five  hundred  and  forty  to  five  hundred 
and  sixty  during  the  entire  term. 

The  prime  object  of  the  Institution  will  continue  to  be,  to 
carry  out  as  strictly  as  possible,  in  spirit  and  detail,  the  require- 
ments of  the  National  Medical  Association. 

For  further  particulars,  if  desired,  address  the  Secretary  of 
the  Faculty  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  Sec. 
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COLLEGE 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS 

''  vllvaY'l  fl'ifi  lo  /in  ji  r       oir  the  ■  ,C'S?I  fsa-vjA 

University  of  the  State  of  Sfew-Yorlt. 


The  Forty-Sixth  Session  of  the  College  will  be  commenced  on  Monday, 
11th  of  October,  1852,  and  continued  until  March  10th,  1853,  (com- 
mencement day.) 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D.,  L.L.  D.  President  of  the  Col- 
lege and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  M.  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHN  TORRE  Y,  M.  D„  L.L.  D.  Professor  of  Botany  and  Chemistry. 

ROBERT  WATTS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

W1LLARD  PARKER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice 
9f  Surgery. 

CHANDLER  R.  GILMAN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children. 

ALONZO  CLARK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  (in- 
cluding Microscopy.) 

ELISHA  BAIU'LETT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  oi  Anatomy. 

LEWIS  A.  SAYRE,  M..D.  Pi  osector  of  Surgery. 

FEES. — Matriculation  Fee.  $5 ;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures 
$105  ,  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5  ;  Graduation  Fee,  $25  ;  Board,  average 
83  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New-York  Hospital  daily,  by  the 
Medical  Officers.  (Professor  Smith  being  one  of  them.)  lee  68  per  annum  ; 
at  the  Believue  Hospital  twice  a  week,  without  fee,  (Professors  Parker  and 
Clark  belonging  to  the  Medical  Staff  r)  at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  without  fee  ; 
and.  upwards  of  1000  patienu  are  annually  exhibited  to  the  class  in  the 
Colleje  piinique.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  lor  dissection  are  abun- 
dantly furnished  through  the  respective  department*.  ' 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  at  the  close  of  the  Session ;  there 
is  also  a  Semi  annual  Examination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September. 
The  pre-requi sites  for  Graduation  are — 21  years  of  age,  three  years  ot" 
Study,  including  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures,  the  last  of  which  must  have 
been  attended  in  this  College,  and  the  presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some 
subject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not  interfering  with  it,  a  Course 
of  Lcct '  res  will  be  commenced  on  Monday,  27th  September,  and  continue 
cd  until  the  11th  October. 

The  Course  will  be  free. 

R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Secretary  to  the  Faculty. 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  J 
67  Crosby-street,  New-York.  J 


rJEW-YCRir. 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lecturos  in  the  New-York  Medical  College, 
will  commence  on  Wednesday,  6th  October,  1652,  and  continue  five 
months. 

Horace  Green,  M.  D.  President  of  the  Faculty,  and  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  II.  Whitaker,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and 
Surgical  Anatomy.       jf  4)  1*  i 

Edwin  Ha.mii.ton  Davis,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
rapeutics.     J  u  I 

B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children. 

R.  Ogden  DonEjius,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of 
Surgery  with  Surgical  Pathology. 

Edmund  R  Peaslee,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 

Microscopy. 

Hon.  Joel  Parker,  L.  L.  D.  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

C.  C  Allen,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Dental  Surgery. 

Andrew  K.  Smith,  A.  M.  M.  D.  M  rosectors  to  the  Professor  of 
Dunham  Green,  M.  D.  J  Surgery. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  on  the  1st  of  October 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  exten- 
sive Museum  fully  representing  external  and  internal  pathology,  together 
with  the  whole  6eries  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New- York  offers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass 
those  of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  New-York  Hospital,  Believue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as 
well  as  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the 
city.  A  Surgical  and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Clinique  will  be  held 
weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  casesiand  sub 
jects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 

Fees.— Matriculation,  $5.  Demonstrators  Ticket,  85.  The  full  course 
$105.    For  the  final  examination,  830. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practise 
his  profession  in  any  part  of  tho  State  without  being  subject  to  the  annoy- 
ance of  examinations  from  Medical  Societies. 

E.  OGDEN  DOEEMUS, 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

New-York  Medical  College,  ) 
East  Thii  teenth-st.  near  Broadway.  J 
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MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 

SESSION   OP  1852-3. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES  will  com- 
mence on  the  first  Monday  in  Novemher,  uuder  the  following 
arrangement,  and  close  on  the  last  of  February  : 

JEDEDIAH  COBB,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
macy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  Jr.  M.  D.  Adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  PhWmacy.  A.'WCAOJi 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Patho- 
logy. 

T.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.  C  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

H.  W.  BAXLEY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical 
Anatomy. 

LANDON  C.  RIVES,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

DANIEL  DRAKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
and  Clinical  Medicine. 

WM.  H.  COBB,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the  first  of  October, 
and  continued  throughout  the  session.  Every  desirable  facility 
will  be  afforded  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  will  be  delivered  regularly  throughout  the  ses- 
sion, at  the  Commercial  Hospital. 

Preliminary  Lectures,  during  the  month  of  October,  will  be 
delivered  by  members  of  the  Faculty.  This  course  (which  will 
be  free)  will  embrace  Clinical  Lectures  at  the  Hospital,  and 
Lectures  at  the  College.  It  will  not  infringe  on  the  regular 
course. 

The  new  College  Building,  just  finished,  will  be  in  readiness 
in  every  respect  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  course ;  pupils, 
therefore,  may  rely  on  eVery  convenience  for  the  prosecution  of 
their  studies. 

Fees — For  the  whole  Course  collectively,  S105  ;  Matricula- 
tion Ticket,  $5;  Dissecting  Ticket,  $10;  Hospital  Ticket,  $5 ; 
Graduation  Fee,  $25. 

Good  Board  (including  fuel  and  lights)  will  average  about 
$2.50  per  week. 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Cinncinatti,  July,  1852. 

CASTLETOiV' 

MEDICAL_COLLEGE. 

There  will  be  annually  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  in  this 
Institution  ;  the  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  August.  Each  course  will  continue  four  months, 
under  the  direction  of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Ob- 
stetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  Natural 
History. 

William  Sweetber,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

Middleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery. 
William  C.  Kittridge,  A.  M.  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. 

Adrian'T.  Woodward,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Feet. — For  each  full  Couse  of  Lectures,  $50.  :For  those  who 
have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  $10. 
Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation,  $1G.  Board,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  room,  fuel,  and  lights,  can  be  obtained  in  respectable 
houses  at  from  $1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via  White  Hall,  and  from 
Boston  and  Burlington  via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Castleton,  Vt.  May,  1852. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE, 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Lectures  in  this  Department  will  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  November  next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  of  February. 

CHARLES  W.  SHORT,  M.  D.  Emeritus  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

BEN  JAMIN  R.  PALMER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Descriptive 
and  Surgical  Anatomy.    _  ■  ' 

LUNSFORD  P.  YANDELL,  M  D.  Professor  of  Physio- 
ogy  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

HENRY  MILLER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetric  Medicine. 

LEWIS  ROGERS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics. 

BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,  Jr.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  RICHARDSON,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  Fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each  Professor  is 
$15,  payable  invariably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library 
Fee  together,  $5.  Graduation  Fee,  $25.  Practical  Anatomy  and 
Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken  at  least  once  before  gra- 
duation.   Rooms  open  from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  students,  will  be 
delivered  during  the  month  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  at  the  Louisville 
Marine  Hospital. 

Ticket  $5,  to  be  taken  once  before  Graduation. 

A  Clinique  has  also  been  established  in  connection  with  the 
University,  at  which  operations  are  performed,  and  cases  pres- 
cribed for  and  lectured  upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

Good  Boarding  can  be  procured  at  from  $2  50  to  S3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D. 

August,  1852.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SURGERY. 

Session  1352-3. 

FACULTY. 

CHAPIN  A.  HARRIS,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery. 

THOMAS  E.  BOND,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Spe- 
cial Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 

W.  R.  HANDY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
logy. 

ALFRED  A.  BLANDY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Operative 
Dentistry. 

PHILIP  H.  AUSTEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Mechanical 
Dentistry. 

REGINALD  N.  WRIGHT,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on 
Chemistry. 

The  Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the 
last  Monday  of  October.  The  Infirmary  will  be  open  throughout 
the  year. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  begin  on  the  last  Monday  of 
November,  and  continue  till  the  last  of  March. 

Tickets  for  the  Course,  $110;  Dissecting  Ticket,  (optional,) 
$10;  Maticulation,  $5  ;  Diploma  Fee,  $30. 

Good  Board  from  $2  50  to  $3  50. 

The  Faculty  open  their  next  Session  in  a  New  College,  much 
larger,  handsomer,  and  better  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  6f  Den- 
tal instruction,  and  situated  in  a  more  central  part  of  the  city. 
Contains  two  spacious  and  beautiful  Lecture  Rooms,  an  Infir- 
mary, Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms ;  also  a  Museum,  pre- 
senting Teeth  of  every  pathological  variety ;  anatomical  prepara- 
tions, plates,  and  models,  with  a  iarge  and  costly  chemical  ap- 
paratus, thus  furnishing  the  most  ample  mean  for  illustrating  the 
several  Departments.  «  _ 

W.  R.  HANDY,  Deau. 


2    0  T -VT S ?!  SHT 

TIE  NEW-YORK  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

AND 

JOURNAL  OF  HEALTH. 


Vol.  III.  No*.  21  &22. 


NOVEMBER   1,  185: 


si  per  Annum. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT— Session  1852-3. 


The  Lecturea  will  commence  on  Monday,  October  11th.  and  terminate 
in  the  middle  of  March  ensuing. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  GEO.  B.  WOOD,  M.  D. 
Anatomy,  by  WILLIAM  E.  HORNER,  M  D. 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  JOSEPH  CORSON,  M.  D. 
Chemistry,  by  ROBERT  E.  ROGERS,  M.  D.  ; 
Surgery,  by  WILLIAM  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

Obstetrics  &  Diseases  of  Women  &  Children,  HUGH  L.  HODGE,  It  D. 
Institutes  of  Medicine,  by  SAMUEL  JACKSON,  M  D. 

Clinical  instruction  at  the  University  twice  weekly,  and  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital.  J.  CORSON,  Dean, 

332  Walnut-street 

LEfTUREH!^^  THE  CHEST, 

The  undersigned  proposes  to  continue  his  Winter  Course  of 

fm  tnlum  nit  Discuses  nf  %  lungs  ituh  33rnrtr 

On  every  Tuesday  evening,  (commencing  November  2d,)  from  8  to  9 
o'clock,  at 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Crosby-street. 

Illustrations  will  be  given  by  numerous 

CASTS,  DRAWIXGS  A\D  MORBID  SPECIMENS. 

There  will  be  a 

CHEST  CL.IJVIQUE, 

with  Pathological  Demonstrations,  at  3  o'clock,  on  each  succeeding  Sa- 
turday afternoon,  at  his 

Office,  No.  49  Bast  Broadway. 

£p*  Students,  and  Members  of  the  Profession,  are  respectfully 
invited. 

JOII\  W.  CORSON,  M.  ». 

One  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS 

ana  tije  $Jrofcsston. 

DR.  ELLIOTTS  LECTURES  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE 
OF  OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY,  including  the 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathology  of  the  Human  Eye,  will  be  resumed 
during  the  ensuing  winter.  Clinical  and  microscopic  demonstrations 
with  dissections  of  the  organ,  and  magnified  drawings  from  nature,  will 
illustrate  the  course. 

Special  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  reciprocal  relations  and  sympa 
thics  between  the  structure  of  the  eye  and  the  vital  organs,  showing  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  general  and  constitutional  treatment  in  al 
forms  of  Ophthalmic  disease. 

Circulars,  containing  full  particulars  and  testimonials,  may  he  obtained 
by  calling  on  Dr.  Elliott,  at  his  office,  49S  Broadway,  on  Mondays,  Wed 
nesdays  and  Fridays,  between  10  and  3  o'clock 


NEW  SERIES. 

One  more  double  number,  that  for  December,  will 
conclude  the  present  volume  of  the  New- York  Medical 
Gazette. 

As  already  announced,  the  January  number  will 
commence  the  fourth  volume,  and  New  Series  which 
has  been  promised.  The  subscription  price  will  thence- 
forward be  Two  Dollars  per  annum,  and  must  be  paid 
in  advance,  or  three  dollars  will  be  charged.  The  size, 
paper,  appearance,  and  typography  will  be  improved, 
— each  number  will  be  stitched  in  paper  covers,  consti- 
tuting a  separate  advertising  sheet, — and  the  postage 
will  be  pre-paid,  to  secure  faithful  delivery,  and  enable 
all  our  subscribers  to  escape  the  postage  tax.  A  title 
page  and  index  will  be  annexed  to  the  volume  for  bind- 
ing, and  wood  cuts  with  other  illustrations  will  be  in- 
troduced whenever  called  for.  4 

Discontinuances  should  be  notified  through  the  post- 
office,  but  we  hope  these  will  be  few,  as  the  necessary 
increase  in  price  will  be  amply  recompensed  by  the  im- 
provements contemplated. 

N.  B. — New  subscribers  should  begin  with  the 
volume.  i  , 


Our  Journal. 

[We  have  never  before  availed  ourselves  of  a  single 
notice  of  this  journal  or  its  editors  from  the  multitude 
with  which  we  have  been  kindly  favored  by  our  breth- 
ren of  the  medical  press.  And  in  giving  place  to  the 
following  hyperbolical  overflow  of  kind  feeling  towards 
us  and  our  humble  sheet,  by  Professor  Bryan  of  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  to  whom 
we  are  personally  unknown ;  we  design  only  to  show 
how  our  labors  are  appreciated  by  disinterested  men, 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  cliques  by  whom  we  have  been 
recently  assailed,  for  our  fidelity  to  the  profession  in  the 
exposure  of  iniquitous  quackery  in  high  places.  Our 
march  is  onward,  as  this  and  future  numbers  will  show  ; 
nor  shall  we  be  intimidated  by  any  amount  of  iuuendoes, 
threats,  or  calumny  aimed  at  our  humble  self,  which  as 
heretofore  will  only  recoil  upon  their  authors — "  He  that 
is  careful  of  himself,  was  not  made  for  the  public."] 

"  New-York  Medical  Gazette  and  Journal  of  Health. 
Edited  by  D.  M.  Reese,  M.  D„  L.  L.  D.,  775  Broad- 
way, New-York.  This  Jourual  bears  unmistakable  evi- 
dence of  having  rapidly  attained  a  wide  circulation.  The 
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learned  and  talented  editor  wields  His  pen  with  the 
strength  of  a  giant.  To  "men  entirely  great,  tho  pen  is 
mightier  than  the  sword."  It  is  a  pleasant  consciousness 
that  an  editor  feels,  who  is  so  much  read,  of  his  power 
and  influence,  in  indicting  an  article  on  almost  any  sub- 
ject. Dr.  Reese  has  the  faculty  of  making  his  journal 
bear  strongly  the  impress  of  himself.  This,  in  our  opi- 
nion is  a  good  feature  in  a  medical  journal,  and  should 
be  encouraged,  in  our  community  ;  where  journals  (es- 
pecially in  our  large  cities)  are  often  the  mere  mouth- 
pieces of  institutions  and  cliques.  Lamartine  has  said 
that  there  is  nothing  more  despotic  than  a  literary  or 
scientific  association.  We  have  seen  men's  reputations 
damned,  and  their  fair  fame  blown  to  the  winds,  by  the 
infernal  malice  of  cliques — through  their  journals,  their 
mouth-pieces.  A  free  press  gives  talent  a  fair  field,  and 
it  needs  no  favor.  The  success  of  Dr.  Reese's  journal 
shows  that  the  profession  fully  appreciates  an  indepen- 
dent and  liberal  press.  We  wish  him  and  his  journal 
God  speed.  The  more  of  such  the  better  for  our  young 

men."                         Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
 I 

University  of  Michigan. 

The  regents  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  their 
meeting  in  July  last,  unanimously  elected  A.  B.  Pal- 
mer, M.  D.  of  this  city,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  in- 
cluding General,  Descriptive,  Morbid,  and  Microscopic 
Anatomy. 

The  University  is  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  towns  in  the  whole  Slate.  It  is  amply 
endowed,  and  no  charge  is  made  for  tuition.  The  Annual 
announcement,  and  the  catalogue  now  before  us,  show 
that  the  institution  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 


New-York   Medical  College. 

The  general  introductory,  to  the  regular  course  of 
lectures  in  this  institution,  was  delivered  on  the  6th  of 
October,  by  Professor  Peaslee,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  audience.  The  subject  chosen  was  the  moral 
character  and  qualifications  of  the  profession,  and  was 
an  elaborate  and  meritorious  performance.  It  will 
doubtless  be  published  as  it  deserves.  The  lectures 
are  now  in  progress,  six  being  delivered  daily.  The 
class  promises  to  be  much  larger  than  was  anticipated, 
and  every  thing  indicates  a  prosperous  session. 

The  College  building,  museum,  apparatus,  &c.  were 
thrown  open  to  public  inspection,  and  demonstrate 
that  the  preparations  made  by  the  Faculty  for  giving 
thorough  instruction  are  not  surpassed  in  the  country. 
This  college  has  shown  an  enterprize  and  industry, 
which  should  commend  its  able  Faculty  to  public  and 
professional  favor. 


College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

The  session  of  1852-3,  of  this  venerable  institution, 
■was  opened  on  the  11th  inst.  by  an  Introductory  dis- 

eriT  floiiftluoiia       a  £9aiiiJM  pMyti  -^a'vtud  lo  sjaab 


course,  delivered  by  Professor  Bartlett,  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  audience. 

After  a  brief  exordium,  skilfully  and  facetiously  in* 
troducing  himself  in  his  new  relation  to  this  College,  and 
which  was  most  happily  done,  he  announced  his  subject 
to  be  the  history  of  Hippocrates.  Those  who  anticipated 
from  his  theme,  that  a  dull,  dry,  prosaic  harangue  was 
j  to  tax  their  patience,  were  most  agreeably  disappointed. 
|  The  lecture  was  throughout,  a  series  of  classical,  rheto- 
j  rical,  and  poetic  pictures  of  the  Hippocratean  era,  its 
philosophers,  statesmen,  orators,  poets,  painters,  sculp- 
tors, historically  and  chronologically  accurate,  among 
whom  the  Father  of  Physic  was  graphically  introduced, 
his  character  portrayed,  his  voluminous  writings  com- 
memorated, and  the  sterling  attributes  of  his  true 
nobility  exhibited  for  admiration.  Some  of  his  compari- 
sons between  the  ancients  and  the  moderns  were  made 
with  exquisite  appositeness  and  taste  ;  while  in  the  im- 
aginative scenes  he  depicted  in  the  medical  life  of  Hip- 
pocrates, the  lecturer  frequently  electrified  his  audience, 
and  elicited  very  loud  and  repeated  applause.  Of  the 
scientific  and  scholastic  claims  of  Dr.  Bartlett,  nobody 
who  heard  this  lecture  can  doubt. 

We  learn  that  the  class  is  larger  than  ever  before  at 
this  early  period  of  the  session,  and  this  old  College 
opens  the  winter  with  most  encouraging  prospects. 


Emigrants'  Hospital. 

The  medical  year  for  Ward's  Island  Hospital,  under 
the  management  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration, 
terminates  on  the  31st  of  August  of  each  year.  We  give 
below  the  statistics  of  patients  treated  in  the  Surgical 
Department,  under  the  charge  of  Doctor  J.  M.  Carno- 
chan,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  of  August,  1852. 

It  appears  from  these  statistics  that  during  the  year 
nearly  4000  Surgical  patients  were  under  treatment  for 
diseases  which  are  classified  as  General,  Ophthalmic,  and 
Syphilitic.  On  this  number  the  ratio  of  deaths  was 
less  than  two  per  cent. ;  a  result,  considering  that  many 
capital  operations  were  performed,  and  that  the  dis- 
eases generally  were  of  an  acute  character,  without  pa- 
rallel in  the  history  of  Hospital  practice.  In  fact,  this 
per  centage  is  less  than  that  on  the  entire  population  of 
the  City,  (which  is  about  four  per  cent.)  including  both 
the  well  and  the  sick. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  SURGICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF 
WARD'S  ISLAND  EMIGRANTS'  HOSPITAL,  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  AUGUST  31st,  1852. 


Patients  remaining  in  the  Hospital.  Sept.  1st,  1851,    .      .  336 

Admitted  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  1st,  1852,   .      .  3600 

Total  under  treatment,      ....  3936 

Discharged  during  the  year,   3504 

Died   72 

•  I    .       .      .  3596 

Remaining  in  the  Hospital  6ept  let,  1852,   .      .      ,  349 

Per  centage  ot  mortality  on  cases  treated,       ...  1  5-6 
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GENERAL  SURGERY. 

Adult  Males  ■  - 

••    Female*,      .     '.      .                           '  • 
Children  under  12  years  of  age,  

n«  lojibs  Jfcaaaiq:       d  urtw  moil  J>- 

OPHTHALMIC  SURGERY. 
Treated  during  the  year, 

Adult  Male*  •  

'V  Females,.  ,  .  . 
Children  under  10  years  of  age  


1517 
660 
115 


STPHILmC  SERVICE. 
Primary  Syphilis,  

Secondary  do.      ....  .      .  ,    .  . 

Tertiary  do  26 

Gonorrhoea   .      .  'viV 

Stricture  of  Urethra,  


257 


101 


795 


OPERATIONS  PERFORMED  DURING  THE  YEAR- 


Amputations  of  the  Thigh,  • 
Do.      of  Lee, 
Da       of  Ana,  . 
Do.       of  Foot,  (Hey  'a  ope- 

Do.       of  root,  - 
Chopart's  operation,  and  Hey's 

on  same  person, 
Fingers,        -      -      -  '    -      -  : 

Toes,  

Lithotomy,  (bilateral  and  lateral,) 

Strangulated  Hernia,  - 

Eyes  Extirpated  (for  malignant 

disease,)  - 
Femoral  Artery  tied, 
Staphyloraphy,  - 

Hare-lip,  

Resection  of  Tibia, 

Do.     of  Femur, 

Do.    of  Metaibus, 


Strabismus,  .... 

Pterygia,  

Entropion.  (3  double,)  -  -  1 
Fistula  Lachrymalis,  - 

Cataract.  

Artificial  Pupil,  • 
Fistula  in  Ano,  - 

Dislocations  of  Shoulder  reduced. 

Fissure  of  Anus,   -      -    '  • 

Hemorrhoids.    .      •  -.  ' 

Paronychia  incised,     -      -      -  ! 

Tenotomy,  .... 

Hydrocele,  

1  by  incision.  1  by  tapping, 

Varicose  Veins,  - 

Sinus  laid  open,  resulting  from 
buboes  burrowing  unaer  rec- 
ti muscles, 

Abscesses  opened,      -      •      •  ! 


FRACTURES  TREATED   DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Of  Femur,  10  I 

Tibia,  14 1 

Tibia  and  Fibula,    -      -  -41 

Fibula,  2  | 

Patella,  .  -  -  -  -  2 
Humerus,  -  -  -  .  7 
Radius,  16 


Ulna,   1 

Both  bones  Radius  and  Ulna,  2 

Clavicle,  lb' 

Miixil'.a  inferior,           *  -1 

Costarum,  2 

Metacarpal  bone9,  -       -  -  4 

(Phalanges,          ...  a 


DISEASES   ADMITTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


GENERAL  SCEGERY. 

Anthrax,  - 

Abscesses, 

Mamma), 
Auchylosis,  - 

Abrasiuues,  • 
Cancrum  Oris,  - 
CophosU, 

Calculus  Urinariuf, 
Di^loL.itiones, 
Erysipelas,  - 
Erythema,  - 
Ecthyma^ 
Eczema. 
Empyema, 
r  uuiruj  ul  Scalp, 

nematodes, 
Fnrunculus, 
Fracturai,  • 
Fistula  in  Ano, 

Gangrena  Vaginas  et  Labiorum 
Hernia, 
Herpes, 

Hydrops  Ovariorum, 
Hajmorrhoidee, 
HoUse  Maid's  Knee, 
Injuriae, 
Impetigo,  - 
Lupus. 
Neuralgia; 
Nephritis,  • 
Nsavus,      -      ,  - 
Necrosis, 
Olophonia, 
Prolapsus  *ni,  ■ 

"  Vesico-Vagiaolis 

Paronychia, 
Pemphigus,  - 

Psoriasis, 
Porrigo, 

Prurigo,    -       '  • 
Pernio, 
Periostitis, 
Pharyo.-uii, 


Paraphymosis, 
Rupt.ira, 

Moroi  Articulat.  • 

Stnctura  Urethrae, 

"      Uteri,  - 
Tetanus. 
Tumores, 
Ulcere, 
Uslioues,  - 
Vulnera, 
Varix, 

Fistulae  Ve9ico-VajinL  • 

MORBI  OCULORrM. 

Amaurosis, 

Adenitis  Palpebrarum, 

Conjunctivitis,  - 

Corn,  itis, 

Cheilosis, 

Cataraeta, 

Diplopia, 

Lmphysema  Palpebrarum, 

Eetropium, 

Entropium, 

Fungus  Palpebraa, 

Hordeolum,  - 

Syphilitica, 
Ophthalmia  Purulenta,  - 

•  ,  i  Tarsi, 

"      Catarrh,     -  U 

"  'ipnorrh, 
Opncitas  Corneas, 
Scie- otitis,  - 
Stnphvloina, 
Trachoma,  - 
Ulcus  Corneae,  - 

MORBUS  VENEH. 

Syphilis  Prima :  - 

Tertiar, 
Oonorrhrea, 
Stricturas, 


DISEASES   OF  THE  PATIENTS  WHO  DIED. 


Abscessus  Lumborum, 

„      Glutealis,  - 

„  Psoas, 

Thoracis,  • 
Adenitis,     .         4        •  • 
Anasarca,  ... 
Caries  Spinalis,  - 
Cancrum  Oris, 
Carcinoma  Mammae, 

"  Uteri, 
Cholera,   -  - 

,,  Morbus, 

„      et  Syphilitic  Rupia, 

„      Morbus  Coxarius, 
Diathesis  Hajmorrhasica. 
Diarrhcea  Che.  et  Syphilis  Sec. 

et  Erysipelas,  - 
Dysenteria, 

Dislocatio  Coxae,  et  Dysenteria,  - 
Debilitas, 

Exhaustion,  - 
Erysipelas, 

„      et  Diarrhcea.  • 
et  Syhilis  Prim,  - 
Epilepsia,  et  morbus  cerebri. 


Febris  Typhus,         -         -  7 

et  Pneumonia,  -  2 

Fungus  Hfematodes,  -         -  1 

Haemoptysis  et  Phthisis,  -  1 

Haemiplegia,  2 

Morbus  Brightii,   •         •  -2 

„      Coxarius,  1 

MolHties  Cerebri,  -  -  -  1 
Necrosis  et  Diarrhcea  po6t  Am- 

putationem,  -  1 

Phthisis,  4 

„      et  Syphilis  Sec.  -  1 

„      et  Morbus  Coxarius,  1 

„      et  Scrophula,     -  -  1 

Pneumonia  TyphoidVa,       -  3 

Pleuro  Pneumonia,         -  -  1 

Pleuritis  et  Pneumonia,       -  i 

Phlegmasia  Erysipelatosa,  -  1 

Puerperal  Peritonitis,         •  1 

Peritonitis,           -         -  -  1 

Syphilis  Tertiar,       -         •  1 

Scarlntina,  -         -         -  -  1 

Stnectus,        -         -  1 

Tetanus.     -          -          -  -  1 

Vulnus  Capitis  et  Phrenitis,  1 


Medical  Politics. 
Under  the  new  charter  for  the  city  of  New-York, 

the  Department  of  Health  is  erected  into  a  Bureau,  and 
the  City  Inspector  is  placed  at  its  head.  This  officer  is 
therefore  invested  with  new  importance,  and  our  pro- 
fession have  ever  since  maintained  that  this  office  should 
be  611ed  by  a  thoroughly  educated  physician,  its  duties, 
including  the  Hygiene  and  Medical  Police  of  this  great 
city  being  such,  that  none  but  a  medical  man  can 
adequately  perform  them. 

The  statistics  of  this  department  must  continue  to 
be  worthless,  while  the  City  Inspector's  office  is,  as 
heretofore,  put  into  the  market  to  be  scrambled  after  by 
politicians,  and  given  as  a  political  reward,  irrespective 
of  the  education  and  practical  habits  of  the  candidate. 

Both  the  great  parties  have  thus  disposed  of  this 
office,  by  nominations  of  men,  neither  of  whom,  have 
any  pretensions  to  medical  knowledge.  The  expressed 
wishes  of  the  New- York  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  the 
great  body  of  physicians  in  the  city  having  thus  been 
treated  with  contempt,  Dr.  John  II.  Griscom,  has  been 
put  in  nomination  on  the  part  of  the  profession,  as  an 
independent  candidate  for  City  Inspector,  and  this  with- 
out reference  to  politics.  We  understand  that  the  Tem- 
perance Alliance  have  adopted  him  as  their  candidate, 
and  if  his  friends  will  do  their  duty,  both  parties  will  be 
taught  a  salutary  lesson,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of 
the  contest. 

The  dictate  of  common  sense  should  suffice'  to  con- 
vince all  men  who  think,  as  we  humbly  submit,  that 
none  hut  a  physician  is  qualified  for  the  office  of  Coroner, 
any  more  than  for  City  Inspector.  And  yet  each  party 
have  nominated  for  Coroner  one  or  more  candidates 
without  medical  knowledge,  and  in  some  instances  as 
we  learn  without  any  other  kind  of  knowledge.  And 
this  with  the  names  of  respectable  physicians  before 
them  as  canditates.  The  politicians  need  not  mar- 
vel, therefore,  to  find  that  the  army  of  doctors  should 
enter  the  field,  and  rescue  their  profession  from  the  in- 
dignity inflicted  by  awarding  strictly  medical  offices, 
of  which  there  are  but  a  few,  to  non-medical  men.  We 
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shall  chronicle  the  result,  .after  having  voted  as  in  duty 
bound,  for  Dr.  Griscom  as  City  Inspector. 

Our  long  acquaintance  with  both  the  political  can- 
didates, Messrs.  Riddle  and  Downing,  cannot  justify  us 
in  favoring  the  election  of  either  to  an  office,  for  which 
neither  of  them  have  the  requisite  qualifications.  They 
will  appreciate  our  motives,  though  they  and  their 
friends  may  entertain  different  views  of  the  Department 
of  Health,  of  which  they  aspire  to  be  the  head.  But 
our  opinions  have  been  long  since  expressed,  before  it 
was  known  who  would  be  the  candidates.  If  it  would 
be  of  any  use,  they  would  be  welcome  to  our  opinion, 
that  either  of  them  would  if  elected,  fill  the  office  as 
well  as  the  present  incumbent,  and  yet  of  his  utter  un- 
fitness for  the  place,  we  have  repeatedly  spoken  in  this 
paper,  and  for  the  same  reason. 


Our  neighbor  of  the  Medical  Times. 

The  following  sprightly  article,  though  from  a  secw- 
lar  paper,  so  called,  contains  a  rebuke  so  richly  merited, 
that  we  reproduce  it  here.  In  the  first  number  by  the 
new  editor  of  the  Medical  Times,  in  which  he  pledges 
himse.lf  against  "personalities,"  and  "individual  gratifi- 
cation," and  abjuring  all  "  cliques,"  he  admits  a  gratui- 
tous assault  upon  one  of  his  neighbors,  under  cover  of 
a  review  of  his  book,  which  is  believed  to  be  as  untrue 
as  it  is  malicious. 

But  the  richest  feature  of  the  case,  adroitly  alluded 
to  by  the  critic,  is  the  miserable  grace  with  which  the 
clique  known  to  surround  and  conduct  this  Medical 
Times,  can  reprove  anybody  even  for  using  the  secular 
papers  for  self  aggrandizement,  and  this,  by  the  lowest 
kind  of  advertising  puffs,  cards  and  circulars.  Who  is 
it  that  not  long  since  deluged  the  country  with  his 
announcements  of  his  "great  Orthopcedic  Institution," 
and  thus  invited  club-foot  patients  to  his  name  and 
residence  %  Who  are  the  professors  who  have  degraded 
the  profession  by  cards,  circulars  and  paltry  advertise- 
ments in  the  daily  papers,  under  the  pretext  of  charitv  \ 
And  who  has  sent  these  charity  patients  to  his  own 
Apothecary  shop,  or  that  owned  by  his  family,  where 
they  have  been  taxed  under  a  high  tariff  for  prescrip- 
tions, given  at  the  cliniques,  thus  monopolizing  the 
trade1!  Whose  paltry  operations  have  been  ludicrously 
puffed  in  the  secular  and  Sunday  papers  ?  Who  are 
ever  before  the  public  for  "  skin  diseases,"  "  chloroform," 
''urinary  organs,"  "diseases  of  the  chest,"  and  other 
specialities,  the  exclusive  or  superior  pretensions  to 
which,  is  a  humbug?  Perhaps  our  neighbor  of  the 
Medical  Times  will  answer  these  questions,  and  say 
whether  any  of  these  things  are  chargeable  against  Dr. 
Green.  Possibly  he  may  condescend  to  say  on  what 
authority  he  alleges  against  the  latter  that  he  "counte- 
nances popular  notices  in  the  daily  papers,"  of  his  pub- 
lished works.  Nothing  "  personal."  Oh.no!  Nothing 
for  "individual  gratification  "  in  the  immaculate  Medical 
Times  !  No  "  clique  "  is  conciliated  by  this  mean  insinu- 


ation against  Dr.  Green,  whose  reputation  and  that  of 
the  college  he  has  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  found- 
ing, furnishes  the  animus,  of  which  the  former  editor 
was  convicted,  and  from  which  the  present  editor  can- 
not escape  even  in  his  first  number.  We  are  sorry  for 
our  neighbor,  from  whom  we  had  begun  to  hope  better 
things.  But  the  "  Mutual  Admiration  Societies,"  who 
can  brook  merit  nowhere  beyond  their  own  cliques, 
have  been  too  much  for  him.  We  opine  that  this 
partizan  editor  will  find  the  following  anything  but  an 
anodyne  for  his  nerves  : — 

From  the  New-York  Daily  Times. 
Professional  Nonsense. 
"We  cannot  close  our  notice  of  this  work  of  Doctor 
Green  (on  the  surgical  treatment  of  polypi  of  the 
larynx  and  ordema  of  the  glottis)  without  expressing 
our  regret  that  he  should  countenance  the  popular  no- 
tices of  it  in  the  daily  papers,  of  which  too  many  of  a 
similar  nature  have  appeared  respecting  his  previous 
works,  not  to  give  the  impression  at  least  that  they  are 
not  wholly  without  the  knowledge  of  the  author." 

Medical  Times  for  October. 

We  have  nothing  to  say  of  the  suggestion  that  the 
author  referred  to  may  have  had  a  hand  in  the  favor- 
able notices  of  his  book  that  have  appeared  in  various 
quarters,  except  that  it  reflects  no  credit  on  the  un- 
generous mind  from  which  it  springs.  We  have  no 
doubt  that  the  suspicion  is  as  unfounded  as  it  is  illibe- 
ral, discourteous,  and  unprofessional.  But  letting  pass 
this  fling,  which  it  never  should  have  entered  into  the 
heart  of  a'  gentleman  to  make,  let  us  give  a  moment's 
attention  to  the  professional  sin  which  we  are  to  infer 
is  committed  by  the  physician  who  does  not  discoun- 
tenance a  "popular  notice"  of  his  work  by  any  of  the 
"  daily  papers." 

What  authority  has  pronounced  it  unprofessional 
that  a  medical  author's  book  should  be  reviewed  by  the 
secular  press  1  What  competent  body  has  enacted  in 
its  code  of  medical  ethics  any  such  prohibitory  clause? 
Will  the  pure-minded  writer  of  the  article  in  the  Medi- 
cal Times  be  kind  enough  to  inform  us  (if  it  is  not  un- 
professional to  answer  questions  put  by  outside  barba- 
rians) on  what  article  of  the  code  he  is  ready  to  convict 
of  unprofessional  conduct  the  man  who  does  not  dis- 
countenance a  notice  of  his  book  by  the  daily  papers? 

We  suspect  that  the  common  practice  of  medical 
writers  is  not  opposed  to  the  policy  of  allowing  a  no- 
tice, even  a  favorable  one,  of  their  works,  to  appear  in 
the  secular  journals.  We  can  think  of  city  practition- 
ers who,  within  the  memory  of  "  yearling "  readers, 
have  made  no  protest,  public  enough  for  us  to  get  wind 
of  it,  when  their  books  have  been  very  flatteringly  no- 
ticed by  lay  members  of  the  press.  If  our  recollection 
serves  us,  this  has  been  done  within  a  twelve-month  bv 
men  whom  the  Medical  Times  respect  as  honorable 
and  above  all  reproach.  We  will  not  call  names,  lest 
that  journal  should  suspect  the  very  authors  we  think 
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of,  as  in  collusion  with  us,  to  their  characters'  detriment. 

Perbaps  it  is  unprofessional  in  our  medical  bro. 
ther's  eye  to  publish  a  book  at  all — at  least,  a  readable 
book — lest  editors  should  stumble  over  a  copy,  and 
give  it  a  "  popuiar  notice,"  by  way  of  aiding  a  worthy 
cause.  Perhaps  a  "popular  notice"  of  the  Medical 
Times  M-ould  be  discountenanced  as  unprofessional ;  or 
perhaps  it  is  only  a  bound  book  which  must  avoid  the 
Argus  eyes  of  laymen.  We  are  very  much  in  the  dark; 
we  earnestly  pray  for  light.  We  wonder  if  it  is  unpro- 
fessional to  lecture  before  a  popular  audience.  We  are 
distressed  to  know  whether  it  would  be  unprofessional 
to  advertise  in  a  daily  paper  a  course  of  lectures — say, 
on  "  diseases  of  the  skin  ;"  or  a  book  on,  "  diseases  of 
the  chest."  Would  it  be  unprofessional  to  advertise  it 
as  for  sale '?  Or,  if  moved  with  gratitude  for  the  ad. 
vertising  patronage,  we  should  read  it  through,  and 
should  happen  to  understand  the  professional  terms,  by 
the  aid  of  Hoblyn s  Medical  Dictionary ;  and  having  a 
cough  ourselves,  and  having  been  "sounded"  by  the 
author  himself,  and,  consequently,  having  directed  suffi- 
cient attention  to  the  subject  to  be  able  to  write  a  re- 
spectable notice,  and  should  really  put  pen  to  paper> 
and  advise  all  men  interested  in  such  matters  to  buy  the 
book  if  they  have  the  money  to  spare,  has  our  medical 
friend  done  anything  unprofessional  in  our  act?  Or 
must  he  protest  that  he  discountenances  all  such  popu- 
lar notices,  to  save  his  standing  with  the  profession  1 

It  would  be  well  if  sundry  "Old  Fogies"  who  pro- 
fess the  healing  art,  could  see  themselves  as  others  see 
them.  Some  of  their  scruples  smell  stronger  of  ethnics 
than  of  ethics — more  of  the  backwoods  and  the  very  old 
times  than  of  the  present  century  and  an  educated  and 
sensible  community.  We  have  taken  their  advice,  and 
paid  for  it ;  we  will  give  them  a  piece  of  advice  gratis. 
They  will  find  it  as  well,  in  the  long  run,  to  let  us  out- 
siders know  something  about  medicine — we  mean  the 
general  facts,  the  common,  every  day  medical  truths — - 
such  as  we  cannot  help  knowing.  We  read  a  good 
deal,  because  books  are  constantly  in  our  wav ;  and 
when  we  read  we  are  very  apt  to  indite  our  current  re. 
flections.  We  would  advise  them  to  let  us  deal  as 
handsomely  by  our  medical  friends  as  we  do  bv  our 
political  friends — to  rebuke  them  when  thev  deserve  it, 
and  commend  them  when  they  are  worthy  of  commen- 
dation. If  one  of  these  old  fogies  writes  a  book,  and 
the  daily  press  does  not  give  it  a  lift,  (we  appeal  to 
their  publisher  if  it  is  not  so,)  it  dies  henceforth.  A 
medical  journal,  which  seldom  strays  out  of  its  Editor's 
clique,  may  puff  it  vigorously— the  air  never  inflates 
the  poor  thing's  lungs — it  never  cries.  Why,  forty 
doctors,  we  have  not  a  doubt,  read  the  Daily  Times, 
while  one  glances  at  the  Medical  Times.  Let  a  medi- 
cal man,  competent  to' the  task,  review,  in  the  columns 
of  the  Daily  Times,  the  next  really  worthy  monograph 
that  one  of  them  shall  publish,  and  the  great  majority 
of  the  physicians  in  tWOity  and  its  vicinity  an-  made 
aware  of  the  existence  of  such  a  treaties,  and  there  is 


some  prospect  of  a  sale.  '  But  keep  it  religiously  out  of 
the  daily  papers,  and  let  the  Medical  Times  heave 
itself  mightily  in  its  behalf,  and  how  many  doctors  will 
ever  know  of  it,  and  how  many  will  it  move  from  the 
publisher's  shelves  1 

We  abhor  quackery,  and,  most  of  all,  quackery  that 
nestles  under  the  shrines  of  Esculapius,  and  boasts  of 
its  regularity.  And  the  zeal  for  professional  honor,  in 
the  case  under  review,  seems  to  us  far  more  hypocriti- 
cal than  Hippocratic. 

Homoeopathy. 
We  commend  to  all  thinking  men  and  women,  who 
;  have  been  beguiled  into  the  belief  of  any  of  the  sophisms 
and  absurdities  of  Homoeopathy,  the  following  plain  ex- 
j  hibit  of  the  bald  assumptions  upon  which  its  theory 
and  practice  are  built.  All  these  4i  false  facts,':  must  be 
assumed  to  be  true,  lying  as  they  do  at  the  foundation 
of  Hahnemannism,  before  the  system  can  be  rationally 
'  adopted. 

i  1st.  Homoeopathy  assumes,  that  the  human  body 
can  never  contain  an  injurious  excess  of  blood,  so  as  to 
render  local  or  general  blood-letting  either  safe  or  ne- 
cessary. 

Hence  it  forbids  the  abstraction  of  blood,  as  a  reme- 
i  dy,  under  any  circumstances  of  disease. 

2nd.  Homoeopathy  assumes,  that  the  human  stomach 
can  never  by  any  possibility  contain  any  foreign  body, 
or  poisonous,  or  injurious  matter,  so  as  to  call  for  the 
production  of  artificial  vomiting. 

I  Hence  it  denies  that  emetics  are  ever  necessary  or 
useful  as  remedies. 

!  3rd.  Homoeopathy  assumes,  that  the  lower  intestines 
are  never  so  much  overloaded  with  fecal  accumulation  ; 
or  that  congestions  or  inflammations  of  any  of  the  abdo- 
minal viscera,  exist  in  disease  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  de- 
mand cathartics  for  relief. 

I     Hence  it  repudiates  all  purgatives  and  laxatives  from 

its  catalogue  of  remedies. 

4th.  Homoeopathy  assumes,  that  counter  irritation 
j  as  upon  the  skin,  for  the  relief  of  painful  disease  of  the 
j  internal  organs,  is  unnecessary  and  injurious ;  and  so  of 
;  all  revulsive  agents.  , 

I  Hence  it  proscribes  all  blisters  and  rubefacients  be- 
cause they  are  antagonistical  to  their  text  •'  Sii/ulia  si, 
milibus  curantur  /" 

5th.  Homoeopathy  assumes,  that  narcotic  and  ano- 
dyne agents  are  uncalled  for  and  even  mischievous. 

Hence  it  forbids  opium  and  its  preparations,  and  all 
analogous  remedies,  in  any  quantity  capable  of  produc- 
ing sleep  or  diminishing  sensibility. 

6th.  Homoeopathy  assumes,  that  poisons  and  all 
other  drugs  act  upon  the  system,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  cause  and  causation  in  all  other  cases ;  their  effects 
being  not  in  proportion  to  the  increase  but  to  the  dimi. 
nution  of  their  close,  and  that  to  infinitesimal  fractions : 
their  influence  on  the  body  being  in  an  inverse  ratio  to 
their  quantity. 

Hence  thev  forbid  the  use  of  any  Brag  in  the  mini. 
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mum  quantity,  which  is  known  by  the  experience  of 
ages  to  be  capable  of  producing  any  appreciable  effect, 
and  employ  only  the.  decillionth  fraction  of  such  dose, 
and  affirm  that  "  it  is  impossible  that  the  dose  should 
be  too  small." 

When  any  of  the  tribe  will  dispose  of  these  assump- 
tions, e  pluribus  unum  ;  we  will  give  them  a  chapter  to 
digest  on  the  inconsistencies  of  Homoeopathy,  for  their 
medical  logicians. 


University  of  New- York— Medical  Department. 

Truly,  in  the  language  of  the  New  Hampshire  Jour- 
nal of  Medicine,  "  the  struggles  for  existence,"  of  this 
School  "  are  becoming,  more  and  more  desperate,  and 
more  and  more  unprincipled."  Our  ears  are  stunned 
with  ever}'  day's  report,  and  our  table  burdened  with 
communications  all  demonstrating  that  the  Medical 
Faculty  of  the  University  are  "  in  a  bad  way."  But 
we  have  admonished  them  of  their  antagonistic  attitude 
towards  the  profession  at  home  and  abroad,  and  warned 
them  of  their  inevitable  defeat  and  overthrow,  unless 
they  would  reform ;  and  correct  their  blunders  by  re- 
organizing their  Faculty  and  dismissing  the  incubus, 
who  still  sits  enthroned  in  a  position,  for  which  he  has 
no  species  of  qualification,  save  his  pecuniary  claims  ! 
and  his  gas!  Students  of  medicine  will  not  pay  for 
hearing  lectures  from  any  man,  who  will  insult  them  by 
wholesale  plagiarism,  and  then  subject  them  to  the  hu- 
miliation of  printing  as  original,  what  one  of  his  col- 
leagues is  constrained  by  self  respect  to  expose,  under  the 
significant  title  of  "  the  Psychological  Phenomenon." 
Nor  can  any  device  or  artifice  sustain  a  Medical  School, 
while  such  an  anomalous  professor  is  retained  in  his 
chair. 

The  experiment  is  to  be  tried  it  seems  another  year* 
and  his  colleagues  will  find  lecturing  this  winter  to  be 
"  an  expensive  luxury  !"    They  are  welcome. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  Professor  Draper  has 
delivered  an  Introductory  Lecture,  for  which  see  their 
chosen  organ,  the  New- York  Herald. 

In  celebrating  the  reclamation  of  Prof.  Mott  to  the 
school,  he  brought  forth  "  fruits  meet  for  repentance," 
having  learned  by  experience  that  the  Faculty  could 
not  get  on  without  him,  and  though  late,  now  appre- 
ciate their  indebtedness  to  him  for  their  former  success, 
on  the  prestige  of  which  they  now  build  their  forlorn 
hope  of  resuscitation.  But  we  fear  they  are  beyond 
Galvanism,  though  he  tried  it  upon  that  "obstetrical 
clinique,"  which,  with  its  Munchausenisms,  is  scorned  by 
the  profession  as  the  veriest  claptrap  which  ever  dis- 
graced a  medical  school ;  and  as  conducted  is  every 
where  spoken  of  as  an  outrage  upon  decency,  which 
would  not  be  tolerated  in  any  respectable  college  in  the 
eountry.  That  poor  woman  who  is  statedly  placed  on 
the  table  at  every  successive  clinique  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  speculum  vaginae,  is  a  complaisant  martyr  to 
this  scandalous  experiment,  while  it  is  silly  trifling  with 
the  students,  the  greenest  of  whom  can  discern  the 


humbug  of  pretending  to  teach  any  thing,  except  that 
the  patient  has  been  trained  to  submit  to  this  dtlgVad- 
ing  exposure  before  the  class,  with  an  insensibility  very 
rare  in  her  sex.  We  should  be  tefet  to  the  moral-  of 
the  profession  if  we  did  not  utterly  denounce  and  repu- 
diate the  outrage  as  wanton  and  unprofessional. 


St.   Luke's  Hospital. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  corporation  under 
this  title,  was  held  at  the  Stuyvesant  Institute  on  the 
18th  ult.  to  which  all  friendly  to  increasing  the  hospi- 
tal accommodations  of  the  city  were  invited.  Rev.  Dr. 
Wain wright,  Bishop-elect  presided,  and  made  an  in- 
teresting address.  Rev.  Dr.  Muhlenberg  read  the  Re- 
port of  the  Board  of  Managers,  by  which  it  appears 
that  a  site  has  been  procured  on  the  5th  Avenue,  near 
54th  street,  conditioned  that  the  hospital  shall  be  erected 
thereon  before  November,  1853,  and  that  it  has  been 
determined  to  raise  by  subscription  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  as  a  foundation  for  this  charity,  of  whicb 
&'60,000  have  already  been  subscribed  by  some  forty 
or  fifty  individuals,  and  the  Managers  express  entire 
confidence  in  being  able  to  collect  the  whole  amount, 
and  erect  the  building  within  the  specified  time. 

Very  earnest  and  able  addresses  were  made,  by 
Rev.  Drs.  Higbie,  Bedell,  Hawks,  Vinton,  and  several 
other  clergymen  ;  and  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  vice- 
consul,  who  was  present,  with  other  laymen,  took  part 
in  the  meeting.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  co  ope- 
rate with  the  Managers  in  soliciting  subscriptions  for 
the  endowment  of  the  hospital,  of  which  Dr.  Edward 
Delafield  was  one,  to  whom  our  professional  brethren 
who  are  prepared  to  give  material  aid  to  this  good 
work,  should  by  all  means  send  in  their  names.  The 
first  and  only  legacy  yet  received  by  this  Institution  is 
from  a  physician,  the  late  Dr.  Wiley  of  Brooklyn,  and 
amounts  to  $10,000,  so  that  our  profession  has  a  part 
in  its  endowment,  as  it  is  wont  to  have  in  every  public 
charity. 

We  hail  this  movement  as  one  eminently  entitled  to 
the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  community,  such  a 
Christian  hospital  having  Jong  been  a  desideratum  in 
this  city,  the  want  of  which  has  been  deeply  felt  by  the 
Protestant  clergy,  as  well  as  by  physicians,  whose  du- 
ties call  them  among  the  sick  poor.  The  objection  to 
its  denomination:^  character,  which  has  been  made  in 
some  quarters  admits  of  an  easy  remedy,  if  other  church 
organizations  will  imitate  the  example  here  set  before 
them  of  zeal  and  liberality.  At  least,  6  such  hospitals  I 
are  needed  in  our  population,  and  may  be  sustained  to 
a  considerable  extent  by  the  revenue  which  will  be  de- 
rived from  pay-patients,  if  well  conducted,  so  as  to  af- 
ford comfortable  apartments  for  wealthy  strangers,  who 
become  sick  at  our  hotels,  or  who  come  hither  from 
distant  parts  of  the  eountry,  for  medical  and  surgical 
treatment,  and  would  gladly  pay  liberally  for  such  a 
refuge.  Moreover,  individual  beneficence  will  be  mani- 
fested by  securing  beds  in  such  a  hospital  for  private 
charity,  and  the  bequests  of  dying  Christians  will  be 
turned  into  this  channel.  There  is  no  charity  so  wise, 
benevolent,  and  unexceptionable  as  that  which  provides 
the  best  care,  the  best  nursing,  and  the  best  medical 
skill  for  the  sick  poor.  "The  pooi  are  the  best  patients, 
for  God  is  their  paymaster." 
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Medical  Colleges. 

Our  advertising  columns  bear  testimony  to  the  com- 
petition of  these  schools  for  medical  students,  no  less 
than  thirteen  of  them  being  announced  in  the  present 
number,  which  is  a  greater  number  than  can  be  found 
in  any  medical  journal  in  the  United  States.  We  esteem 
it  cause  of  gratulation,  that  so  many  of  the  schools 
avail  themselves  of  our  large  subscription  and  wide  cir- 
culation for  these  announcements,  and  cannot  doubt 
tbat  each  of  them  will  succeed  in  obtaining  an  augmen- 
tation of  pupils  by  the  publicity  thus  attained.  We  re- 
fer our  readers  to  each  of  them,  as  meriting  confidence 
and  support ;  having  been  careful  to  refuse  to  announce 
any  disreputable  or  quackish  concern,  Nor  can  any  of 
the  schools  be  permitted  to  advertise  in  this  journal, 
ueless  we  can  commend  their  Faculties  as  reputable 
and  worthy  of  patronage. 

LOOK   AT   THE  LIST. 

1.  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  New- 
York  city. 

2.  New-York  Medical  College,  in  New-York  city. 

3.  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Philadelphia. 

4.  Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia. 

5.  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia. 

6.  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine,  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

7.  Geneva  Medical  College,  at  Geneva,  New-York. 

8.  Castleton  Medical  College,  in  Castleton,  Ver- 
mont. 

'j.  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 

10.  University  of  Louisville,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

11.  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

12.  Georgia  Medical  College,  at  Augusta,  Georgia. 

13.  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  at  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land. 

For  detailed  information,  see  Advertisements  in  this 
Journal. 


University   of  Pennsylvania. 

The  medical  department  of  this  ancient  and  vene- 
rated Alma  Mater  of  ten  thousand  alumni,  announce  in 
our  columns  the  opening  of  their  usual  annual  Course  of 
Lectures.  It  cannot  be  deemed  invidious  to  say  of  this 
popular  and  successful  school,  that  though  the  mother 
of  us  all  in  America,  and  of  patriarchal  age,  she  is  still 
flourishing  with  more  than  the  vigor  of  her  youth,  and 
wielding  all  her  mighty  reputation  and  influence  in  sus- 
taining and  elevating  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  pro- 
fession. Our  own  excellent  preceptor  in  our  early  d ays 
of  professional  life,  still  adorns  the  chair  of  Surgery,  in 
which  department,  it  is  our  judgment  that  he  has  no 
superior  as  an  able  and  accomplished  teacher.  Long 
may  he  and  his  estimable  colleagues  live  to  perpetuate 
the  renown  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 


Palmer's   Artificial  Limbs. 

We  again  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  and 
the  maimed  to  the  advertisement  of  Palmer  &  Co.  in 


I  another  column.  These  gentlemen  have  many  rivals 
and  even  imitators  in  their  line  of  business,  but  they 
have  no  superiors,  nor  equals,  in  the  ingenuity  and  suc- 
cess with  which  they  supply  lost  members  for  the  mu- 
tilated. Such  is  the  award  of  the  eminent  judges  at 
the  World's  Fair  in  London,  and  such  we  predict  will 
be  the  result  of  competition  at  our  own  Crystal  Palace 
in  New- York,  in  1853. 


American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  vs.  New-York 
Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

A  correspondent  calls  our  attention  to  certain  criti- 
cisms of  the  former  upon  the  latter  journal,  but  his  pa- 
per is  too  long  for  our  limited  sheet.  Of  the  contro- 
versy we  know  nothing  except  what  we  learn  from  the 
regular  receipt  of  Dr.  Procter's  Journal,  as  we  have 
never  seen  the  New-York  Journal  except  the  first  num- 
ber, and  which  we  introduced  to  our  readers  with  a 
kindly  notice.  We  learn,  however,  that  it  is  sadly  fallen 
off,  and  it  is  certainly  very  vulnerable  for  introducing 
silly  articles  from  a  sillier  writer,  as  the  criticisms  of  the 
American  Journal  show.  The  impolicy  and  short- 
sightedness of  introducing  an  imitation  of  McMunns 
Elixir,  "  almost  as  good  "  as  that  well-known  article, 
deserves  a  still  sterner  rebuke.  It  was  the  best  puff  of 
that  article  ever  published,  and  doubtless  vastly  pro- 
moted its  sale.  The  editorial  committee  should  exer- 
cise their  prerogative,  if  they  #would  have  their  Journal 
merit  support. 


Gleanings  from  the   Medical  Times. 

The  late  number  contains, 

1.  Dr.  Mott's  case  of  complete  vaginal  occlusion, 
cured  by  an  operation,  in  which  he  had  a  valuable  as- 
sistant who  he  says  had  "  two  forefingers  on  the  same 
hand !  See  p.  4,  6th  line. 

2.  Thoughts  on  Chloroform,  with  a  plea  for  caution, 
and  a  judicious  remonstrance  against  carelessness,  by 
Dr.  Gilman. 

3.  Translation  of  Dr.  Detmold's  case  of  Hypertro- 
phy of  the  Derma. 

4.  Notices  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  the 
Pathological  Society. 

5.  Ricord's  12th  letter  on  Syphilis. 

G.  Editorial  notice  of  the  patent  t  process  of  em- 
balming as  lately  attempted  at  the  New-York  Hospital. 

7.  A  modest  announcement  by  the  new  editor. 

8.  Notices  of  books,  and  extracts  from  foreign  jour- 
nals. A  summary  of  domes-:  ic  intelligence  concludes 
the  number. 


Georgia  Medical  College. 
!      From  an  eloquent  article  in  the  Augusta  Constitu- 
tionalist, in  behalf  of  Southe.n  Educational  Institutions, 
we  clip  the:  following,  which  is  all  for  which  we  c  in 
Fnd  room  : 
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"  The  Medical  College  of  Augusta,  with  its  stately 
columns,  its  loft}'  portico,  and  its  whole  grave  classic 
cantour,  all  embowered  by  the  magnificent  grove  of 
stately  oaks  which  beautify  and  protect  it,  constitutes, 
to  a  stranger,  one  of  the  chief  ornaments  and  attractions 
of  the  city.  Its  well  arranged  and  numerous  Lecture 
Rooms,  which  may  be  enlarged  at  pleasure,  should  the 
classes  in  future  require  it ;  and  its  convenient,  secure, 
and  well  illuminated  apartments  for  dissection,  rarely 
fail  .to  make  a  favorable  impression  upon  all  candid  visi- 
ters. Again,  its  beautiful  and  well  selected  Chemical 

and  Philosophical  Apparatus,  embracing  instruments  of 
the  finest  finish,  the.  greatest  power,  and  the  latest  con- 
struction, and  every  successive  session,  employed  in  an 
extensive  suite  of  appropriate  experiments,  furnish  ample 
facilities  for  instruction  in  this  invaluable  apartment  of 
»  modern  medical  education.  Nor  must  we,  in  this  hasty 
review,  omit  a  brief  notice  of  the  Museum,  which  pre- 
sents an  admirable  collection  for  illustrations  in  every 
apartment  of  Anatomical  and  Physiological  Science,  and 
to  which  accessions  have  been  repeatedly  made.  Even 
within  the  last  year,  a  splendid  collection  of  Pathologi- 
cal  Specimens,  in  Papier  Mache,  from  Paris,  designed 
by  Bourgery,  and  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  world, 
was  selected  under  the  eye  of  the  Professor  of  Surgery, 
L.  A.  Dugas— purchased  by  the  Faculty,  and  imported 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  $2000.  Duplicates  of  these  inimi- 
table French  models  may  be  seen  in  Dupuytren's  cele- 
brated Museum,  Paris,  No*.  15  Rue  de  l'Ecole  de  medi- 
cine. To  these  advantages  may  be  added,  access  to  a 
choice  college  library  of  several  thousand  volumes,  con- 
taining the  principal  standard  works,  ancient  and  mo- 
dern, in  all  departments  of  the  profession: — clinical  lec- 
tures twice  a  week  at  the  City  Hospital,  and  surgical 
operations  frequently  performed  before  the  class  in  at- 
tendance, together  with  an  abundant  supply  of  materiel 
for  the  anatomical  theatre,  as  well  as  for  the  Demon-  ; 
strator's  rooms,  in  both  which,  critical  instructions  are 
uniformly  given  for  six  days  of  the  week  together. 
During  each  autumnal  and  winter  course,  it  will  be  re- 
collected, that  the  lessons  furnished  the  classes  upon 
the  subject  of  practical  medicine,  are  from  the  lips  of 
able  and  experienced  physicians  who  have  long  studied 
southern  diseases  in  the  latitude  of  their  ravages,  and 
marked  their  types,  and  mastered  their  symptoms  upon 
the  soil  of  their  birth,  and  who  have  made  themselves 
familiar  with  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  the  mala- 
dies of  the  black  race,  as  well  as  the  white,  so  that  the 
graduates  who  shall  have  done  their  duty,  will  leave 
these  halls,  thoroughly  and  safely  trained  for  an  imme- 
diate entrance  upon  the  field  of  Southern  Practice. 
During  their  agreeable  sojourn,  however,  amid  the 
shades  of  their  Alma  Mater,  the  social  and  easy  inter- 
course which  has  ever  been  cherished  and  maintained, 
between  the  Faculty  and  Students,  has  long  been  a 
subject  of  gratifying  notoriety,  and  the  more  so,  when 
contrasted  with  the  frigid  indifference  which  lias  too 
often  characterized  that  intercourse  with  some  other 
schools. 


"  And  now,  in  conclusion,  with  an  undiminished 
respect  for  the  advantage  of  travel,  and  an  experimen- 
tal acquaintance  with  the  Institutions  and  diseases  of 
other  lands,  we  must  be  allowed  frankly  to  avow  our 
conviction,  that  the  young  aspirant  for  the  Dectorate, 
who,  after  having  been  surrounded  by  all  the  faciliiies 
j  furnished  by  the  Medical  College  of  Georgia,  and  con- 
stantly plied  during  the  whole  two  terms  of  his  medical 
pupilage,  shall  fail  to  prepare  himself  for  entering  at 
once  into,  at  least,  a  respectable  position  in  the  ranks  of 
his  profession,  would  never  do  so,  if  favored,  for  the 
same  period  with  all  the  appliances  of  Paris,  or  of  Lon- 
don ;  and  Would  do  well  to  re-examine  the  strength  of 
his  mental  claims  upon  public  confidence  ;  or,  at  least, 
hasten  to  settle  the  mooted  question,  whether  he  may 
not  have  '  mistaken  his  calling.' 

"  A   Sot  THF.RN'EK  AT  HoMK." 


Dej>lornble. 

[We  copy  the  following  deplonb'e  picture  of  pro- 
fessional matters  in  our  sister  city,  from  our  spirited 
contemporary,  which  must  have  been  written  when  the 
editor  was  suffering  under  a  fit  of  the  blues,  probably 
from  the  pressure  of  some  new  outbreak  of  quackery  in 
that  city.  In  New-York  we  have  a  multitude  of  self- 
styled  "cheap  doctors,"  who  would  be  overpaid  at 
"  25  cents  a  visit,"  this  being  more  than  their  services 
are  worth.  Possibly  such  is  the  fact  in  Philadelphia.] 
"  Two-thirds  of  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Philadel- 
phia, even  among  those  who  pay  for  everything  else,  is 
done  gratis  ;  and  not  unfrequently  insult  is  added  to  in- 
jury. This  is  due  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  to  the  mock  charity  inculcated  by  many  of 
the  public  teachers.  The  average  fee  in  our  city  for 
medical  attendance  paid,  does  not  exceed  twenty- jive 
cents  a  visit.  This  is  one  great  reason  that  quackery 
so  thrives  among  us.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a  city  in  the. 
Union  where  quackery,  when,  as  it  often  is,  is  combined 
with  talent,  builds  such  large  houses,  (vide  the  palace  to 
Moloch  on  Chestnut-street,)  as  among  the  staid  and  de- 
mure denizens  of  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love.  The 
getting  of  fees  is  a  kind  of  game  in  which  the  honorable 
and  upright  are  fleeced  to  pay  for  the  mean  and  con- 
temptible.    Vive  la  bagatelle." 


A   palpable  hit. 

Rev.  Dr.  Elliott,  editor  of  the  W.  C.  Advocate,  and 
President  of  the  Miami  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati, 
lhu<  satirizes  the  nostrum  venders  and  their  dupes. 

Mrs.  CREDtLOt'S  issues  the  following  certificate 
through  the  Belknap  (N.  H.)  Gazette,  and  though  it 
appears  to  be  an  advertisement,  we  insert  it  without  fee 
or  reward  for  the  benefit  of  her  numerous  relatives 
throughout  the  country.  If  our  readers  think  us  foolish 
for  publishing  such  a  foolish  thing,  they  will  do  well  to 
remember  that  there  are  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
foolish  people,  and  many  of  them  professing  piety,  who 
go  to  any  length  in  recommending  and  in  taking  the 
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quack  nostrums  of  the  age,  and  who  oftentimes,  in  good 
earnest,  write  themselves  just  such  ridiculous  puffs: 

"I,  Cordelia  Credulous,  have  been  for  years  suffer- 
ing from  universal  debility,  spine  in  the  back,  tape 
worm,  rheumatism,  and  a  long  standing  rebellious  com- 
plaint, making  me  desput  costic  betimes ;  and,  besides 
these,  I  have,  not  felt  well  myself:  so  it  was  not  long 
afore  I  was  brought  very  low,  and  my  most  impudent 
friends  didn't  know  me,  and  the  regular  faculties  did 
not  expect  me  to  live  from  one  end  to  another.  After 
years  of  suffering  and  sorrow.  Aunt  Dorothy  Tripnose 
recommended,  as  the  last  resort,  that  1  should  try  a  few 
bottles  of  the  Pictorial  Accelerated  Compound  Extract 
of  Gill-ovcr-the-ground,  and  the  Syrup  of  Ignoro  and 
Huckleberries,  and  to  be  sartin  to  get  that,  which  had 
the  proprietor  on  it ;  for  none  else  was  genuine.  1  have 
taken  three  bottles,  and  am  a  new  cretur ;  and  I  expect, 
by  the  time  I  take  six  Lotties  more,  I  shall  get  the  spine 
out  of  my  back  entirely.  I  cheerfully  recommend  this 
medicine  to  all  sick  or  well. 

"Cordelia  Credulous." 


Correspondence  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocutc. 

Hospitals  in  Paris. 
In  1789  the  number  of  hospitals  and  infirmaries  in 
Paris  was  48,  containing,  in  all,  about  20,000  inmates. 
At  present  there  are  15  hospitals,  11  infirmaries  4  ge- 
neral establishments,  3  miscellaneous. 

The  general  hospitals — that  is  to  say,  those  which 
treat  every  variety  of  wounds  and  acute  diseases — are 
8,  containing  together  3.413  beds.    Their  names  areas 


follows  : 

Hotel  Dieu  310  beds— founded  in  1C51 

Annexe de  l'Hote!  Dieu  300  "  "  "  1840 

La  Pitte  .....  620  "  "  If  1612 

La  Charitie  ....  402  "  "  "  1606 

St.  Antoine,     .    .    .  320  ."  ,;  "  1795 

Xecker                       320  "  "  "  1779 

Cochin  130  «'  "  "  1780 

Beaujon  412  "  "  *  1780 


The  special  hospitals,  or  those  devoted  to  the  treat- 
ment of  special  cases,  arc  in  number  9,  as  follows : 
St.  Louis,  300  beds,  founded  in  1607,  for  chronic 

d 

Du  Midi.  300  beds,  founded  in  1607,  for  venereal  do. 

Lou:  cine,  300  beds,  founded  in  1836.  for  do.  { 'women.) 

Des  Enfants  Malades,  600  beds,  founded  in  1735, 
for  children's  diseases. 

Maison  d'Accouchement,  514  beds,  founded  in  1795, 
lying  In. 

Des  Cliniques,  120  beds,  founded  in  1795,  ciinical. 

TlVe  infirmaries — hospices  as  distinguished  from  hos- 
■piteaux — are  8  in  number,  as  follows  : 
2  De  la  Vieillesse,  founded  for' aged  and  insane. 
2  Des  Incurables,      "         "  incurables. 
Des  Enfants  trouves,  "         "  foundlings. 
Saint  Michel,  "         "10  work'g  upholsterers. 

Reconnoissance,  ,;  "  300  workers  in  metals. 
Des  Vicillards,         "         "    aged  poor. 

There  are,  also,  3  Houses  of  Retreat,  the  nature  of 
which  are  explained  bv  their  name. 

The  number  of  persons  treated  in  1844 — experienc- 


ing an  aggregate  of  2,042,053  days'  illness — was 
S4.396,  of  whom  7,551  died  at  the  hospital,  71,393 
were  cured,  and  5,452  remained,  at  the  time  of  the  re- 
port, under  treatment.  The  average  sejourn  of  the  in- 
mates at  the  hospital  was  26  days. 

Among  the  most  interesting  and  significant  of  the 
institutions,  under  notice,  are  those — 144  in  number — 
for  the  benefit  of  foundlings.  ■  These  unfortunate  crea- 
tures form  a  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  births 
in  the  country  of  about  34,000  to  every  million,  three 
fifths  of  whom  die  during  the  first  year  of  their  exist- 
ence. The  term  foundlings — enfants  trouves — in  France 
includes, 

1.  Those  whose  fathers  and  mothers  are  unknown, 
and  who  are  found  exposed  in  the  public  streets,  or 
who  are  deposited  secretly  at  the  hospitals. 

2.  Children  whoso  parents  have  abandoned  them. 

3.  Destitute  orphans. 

4.  Children  born  in  the  lying  in  hospitals. 

Insane  hospitals  are  numerous  in  France,  butl'can- 
not  give  you  their  precise  number.  The  principal  facts 
I  have  been  able  to  gather  on  this  subject,  are  as  follows  : 

In  1786  there  were  in  the,  various  hospitals  in  Paris 
1,009  insane  persons;  in  1801,  1,070;  in  1805,  1,225  ; 
in  1810,  1,590:  in  1815,  1800;  in  1820,2,145;  in 
1S22,  2,493  ;  and  this  ratio  of  increase  is  said  to  have 
continued,  for  political  and  other  reasons,  to  the  present 
day.  An  official  report  for  1836  states  all  the  insane 
persons,  received  at  the  various  hospitals  throughout 
France^  to  be  9,116.  A  paper  presented  to  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  in  1843.  represents,  on  the  authority 
of  official  reports  from  1835  to  1841  inclusive,  that  the 
whole  number  of  insane  persons  in  France  was  18,350, 
or  about  1  in  2,000  of  the  population.  The  new  ad- 
missions in  the  hospitals  vary  from  5,000  to  6,000 
annually.  The  number  of  those  who  leave  the  hospitals 
every  year,  wholly  or  partially  cured,  is  about  3.000. 
The  mortality  among  this  class  of  persons  varies  from 
1,600  to  2,000  per  year.  Out  of  1,000  persons  classed 
under  this  head,  it  is  estimated  that  221  are  idiotic, 
112  epileptic,  and  667  deranged.  The  number  of  indi- 
gent insane  persons,  supported  at  the  public  charge  in 
France,  is  12,286;  namely,  5:935  men,  and  6,351  wo- 
men; the  expense  of  whom  to  the  public  is  about 
$1,000,000.  H.  C. 


American  Medical  Association.—  At  the  meeting  of 
the  Association  held  at  Richmond,  Va.  May,  1852  the 
undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  vo- 
luntary communications  on  medical  subjects,  and  to 
award  two  prizes  of  $100  each  to  the  authors  of  the 
best  two  essays. 

Each  communication  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
sealed  packet,  containing  the  name  of  the  author,  which 
will  be  opened  only  in  the  case  of  the  successful  compe- 
titors. Unsuccessful  communication*  will  be  relumed 
on  application,  niter  Jane  1st,  1853. 
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Communications  must  be  addressed,  post  paid,  to 
.he  chairman  of  the  committee,  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Smith, 
56  Bleecker-st.  New-York  on  or  before  the  20th  of 
March,  1853. 

JosF.ru  M.  Smith,  M.  D. 
John  A.  Svvett,  M.  D. 
New-York,  StpL  nth,  1852-     W.  Parkek,  M.  D. 

.  Gurdon  Buck,  M.  D. 
Alfred  C.  Post,  M.  D. 
Editors  of  Medical  Journals  in  the  United  States  are 
respectfully  requested  to  copy  the  above. 


[The  following  timely  truth  is  fitly  spoken  by  our 
contemporary  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, whose  regard  for  the  morale  of  the  profession  we 
have  often  admired.]  j 

*  Birth  of  Monsters. — A  gentleman  has  inquired  by 
note,  what  is  settled,  in  medical  jurisprudence,  in  respect 
to  the  duty  of  an  accoucheur  when  at  birth  a  monster 
is  produced  1  Having  mislaid  the  letter,  the  question 
cannot  be  presented  exactly  in  the  words  of  the  writer; 
but  the  idea  is  this :  if  an  extraordinary  malformation 
is  discoverable  at  birth,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  infant 
cannot  live  long,  is  it  allowable,  or  not,  to  extinguish  its' 
life  7  We  confess  ourselves  shocked  with  the  thought 
that  any  one  may  have  suggested  that  it  was  either, 
proper  or  expedient,  under  any  circumstances,  to  adopt 
such  a  course.  There  can,  in  our  opinion,  be  no  exte-' 
nuating  circumstances  whatever.  Even  parents  are  not 
to  be  indulged  by  having  a  monster  birth  concealed,  or 
the  functions  of  life  extinguished.  Whatever  the  form, 
or  whatever  the  probabilities  with  respect  to  the  future, 
God,  who  gave  life,  alone  has  the  right  to  take  it,  under 
such  circumstances. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  there  is  a  singular 
looseness  of  sentiment  entertained  abroad,  especially 
among  females,  viz. — that  from  conception  up  to  with- 
in several  months  of  gestation,  there  is  no  real  life  in  the 
foetus,  and  therefore  no  harm  in  sacrificing  it  in  any 
manner  most  convenient  or  agreeable.  This  is  wrong: 
it  is  a  violation  of  a  fundamental  law  of  existence,  and  a 
sin  thus  to  blast  in  the  bud  :  it  is  an  awful  crime.  The 
moral  sense  of  the  community  should  be  cultivated  on 
this  point,  till  it  is  thoroughly  understood,  in  every  com- 
munity, that  killing  a  human  being  in  utero  is  murder." 


[We  corroborate  our  own  opinion  of  Mr.  D.'s  abili- 
ties, as  heretofore  expressed  in  this  journal,  by  the  fol- 
lowing testimonial  of  our  confrere,  Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith 
of  Boston.] 

Anatomical  Drawings. — Mr.  H.  A.  Daniels,  270 
9th-st.  New-York,  is  an  anatomical  artist  of  growing 
celebrity.  Gentlemen,  in  any  section  of  the  United 
States,  who  are  preparing  works  on  surgcrv,  anatomy, 
or  physiology,  would  find  him  of  important  service  in 
llustrating  from  nature.  He  has  executed  some  of  the 
best  plates  in  several  of  the  latest  publications  on  these 


subjects.  From  the  difficulty  hitherto  experienced  in 
finding  an  artist  properly  qualified  to  perform  such  work, 
we  have  thought  that  it  might  be  acceptable  intelli- 
gence to  authors  to  know  where  to  find  one.  Mr.  Da- 
niels also  executes  microscopical  drawings,  having  had 
experience  in  that  department.  Any  discovery  made 
by  those  now  exploring  with  the  microscope,  c:,\n  be  en- 
larged and  secured  accurately,  in  its  true  proportions, 
by  his  critical  eye. 


Simple  Tests  of  the  Purity  of  Chloroform.—  Dr. 
Fleming,  of  Dublin,  says,  "  I  never  use  chloroform,  with- 
out first  examining  it  by  litmus  paper  and  water,  and,  if 
at  hand,  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver.  If  the  former 
remains  unaffected  by  the  vapor,  and  some  of  the  spe- 
cimen, dropped  into  a  test-glass  containing  either  of  the 
latter  fluids,  occupies  the  bottom  of  the  glass  in  a  trans- 
parent globule,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  genuine,  or  at  all 
events  suited  for  practical  purposes.  But  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  litmus  paper  is  reddened  or  bleached,  and  the 
globule  appears  opalescent  or  like  a  muddy  lens,  I  re- 
ject it  as  adulterated,  and  unsafe  for  use." — Etheri- 
zation in  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Fleming,  Dublin,  1851,  p.  52. 


To  the  Editor    of   the  Philadelphia  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir — I  am  aware  of  your  kind  disposition, 
and  therefore  feel  confident  that  you  will  pardon  me 
for  troubling  you  a  few  moments  with  a  matter  which 
is  scarcely  worthy  of  your  notice  or  of  mine  ;  and  if  you 
think  that  I  might  have  spent  my  time  better  than  in 
going  to  hear  such  a  Lecture,  I  will  not  contest  that 
point  with  you,  but  beg  you  to  recollect  that  mv  curi- 
osity is  fully  developed,  which,  together  with  your  man- 
tle of  charity  >  will  cover  the  whole  foible.  Last  evening 
I  went  to  hear  a  lecture  on  "  Medical  Reform,'1  before 
a  popular  audience,  by  Dr.   ,  a  gentleman  who  re- 
presents himself  a  <rraduate  of  the  Univeisitvof  

and  seems  to  think  that  he  has  the  wisdom  of  ages  con- 
centrated in  himself,  and  consequently  that  all  authority 
should  be  discarded,  and  he  taken  as  the  only  indivi- 
dual from  whom  truth  can  emanate.  That  he  is  pre- 
pared to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  whole  profession,  and 
act  as  judge,  jury,  and  witness;  and  he  claims  great 
credit  for  his  candor  and  honesty,  and  seems  to  think 
that  he  has  placed  the  community  under  infinite  obliga- 
tions to  him  for  raising  the  veil,  so  as  to  let  the  people 
behold  the  immense  evils  which  the  medical  profession 
inflict  on  them,  while  professing  to  be  their  friends. 
Buonaparte,  with  his  devastating  army,  could  scarce 
produce  more  destruction  of  human  life,  with  all  his 
machinery  of  war,  than  that  profession,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  does 
with  the  little  lancet,  aided  by  mercury  ;  the  doctors, 
poor  ignorant  beings,  cannot  see  that  they  are  destroy- 
ing their  own  bread  and  butter  when  they._are  thus 
slaughtering  their  patients  by  wholesale. 
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He  states,  (and  who  will  dispute  his  authority  ?) 
that  all  the  costly  establishments  built  and  used  for 
medical  purposes  in  this  city,  have  caused  the  loss  of 
as  many  lives  bv  the  improper  principles  which  they 
have  propagated,  as  they  have  cost  of  dollars  to  build 
them;  150  women  with  puerperal  fever  have  been  bled 
to  death  in  this  city  within  a  few  weeks,  and  he  has 
be<rn  so  forbearing,  kind  soul,  that  he  has  never  notified 
either  state  or  city  authorities  of  this  slaughter.  The 
destruction  of  life  by  mercury,  he  also  finds  to  be  incal- 
culable ;  whole  piles  of  bones  are  to  be  found  in  the 
different  colleges  in  this  citv,  and  especially  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  so  filled  with  mercury,  that  if 
they  are  lifted  tip  it  will  run  out  of  them.  ''  Oh  !  that 
my  audience  could  see  them."  Query  :  would  he  not 
require  a  greater  instrument  than  Lord  Ross'  telescope 
to  make  this  discovery?  Men,  he  says,  receive  the  de- 
gree of  M.  D.  without  any  studv,  and  he  assured  the 
audience,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  one  man  went 
to  a  college  in  this  city,  which  he  specified,  for  the  first 
time,  went  through  his  studies,  bore  his  examination, 
and  received  his  diploma,  all  in  the  space  of  fifteen 
minutes. 

In  view  of  all  this,  we  cannot  resist  the  conclusion, 
that  the  undertakers  are  indebted  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  physicians. 

My  interest  in  the  fair  sex  compelled  me  to  ask  for 
some  evidence  with  regard  to  the  wholesale  slaughter 
of  the  ladies,  but  I  could  get  none  ;  perhaps  the  ques- 
tion was  imprudent,  as  his  own  word  should  have  been 
deemed  sufficient.  I  stated  that  I  had  been  going  to 
the  University  for  23  years,  perhaps  ever  since  the  lec- 
turer was  bom,  but  I  never  was  able  to  discover  such 
bones;  perchance  thev  were  invisible  to  all  but  himself. 
I  also  told  the  lecturer  with  regard  to  the  delinquent 
college,  that  under  such  circumstances  he  was  bound, 
as  a  good  citizen,  to  enter  a  complaint  with  the  proper 
authorities,  so  that  its  charter  may  be  taken  away  ;  but 
I  presume  that  he  will  postpone  that  matter  until  lie 
has  more  leisure. 

Seeing  that  the  lecturer  reprobated  the  use  of  the  j 
lancet  under  all  circumstances,  I  described  the  worst  J 
form  of  S  uiguineous  Apoplexy — a  man  of  full  plethoric 
habits,  short  thick  neck,  and  large  head,  living  sump- 
tuously, falls  suddenly  with  a  loss  of  all  sensation  and 
voluntary  motion,  the  eyes  are  fixed  and  projecting, 
the  face  swelled,  red  and  turgid  with  blood,  the  caro- 
tids throbbing,  respiration  laborious,  and  involuntary 
discharges,  &c. — without  giving  this  a  name,  I  wished 
to  know  what  he  would  do  with  the  case,  at  the  same 
time  telling  him  that  medicines  would  be  of  no  use,  as 
under  the  circumstances  they  could  produce  no  more 
effect  on  the  stomach  than  a  gum  elastic  bag. 

One  of  the  doctor's  colleagues,  Mr.  B.,  who  I  be- 
lieve claims  to  have  been,  in  some  measure  at  least,  the 
cause  of  converting  the  doctor  from  the  errors  of  allo- 
pathy, undertook  to  answer  the  question.  This  Mr.  B. 
docs  not  condescend  to  devote  his  time  to  the  bodies  of 


men,  he  attends  to  their  soles,  he  clothes  their  under- 
standings ;  or  in  other  words  he  is  what  is  vulgarly  called 
a  shoemaker,  and  he  disposed  of  the  case  as  quickly  as 
he  would  take  a  shoe  from  the  last ;  "  he  could  see  no  dif- 
ficulty in  the  way  :  the  man  hat  fell  down  and  cot  hurt; 
take  him  up,  rup  him  a  little,  and  he  will  be  well 
enough  ;  there  is  no  occasion  for  pleeting"  dec. 

He  is  going  to  help  this  "reformation"  forward, 
;  until  the  allopathic  doctors  are  compelled  to  relinquish 
|  their  pizn ess,  but  he  says  that  they  need  not  be  discou- 
j  raged  at  that,  as  they  can  find  woik  enough  at  shoe- 
making,  or  some  other  pizness  of  that  kind. 

Robert  Foster,  M.  D. 


Artificial  Production  of  the   Flavours  and  Odours 
of  Fruits  and  Flowers. 

[The  following  timely  article  exposes  the  murderous 
"  bananna  drops,"  and  other  poisonous  articles  of  confec- 
tionary sold  to  children,  and  ought  to  be  widely  circu- 
lated :] 

One  of  the  most  surprising  achievements  of  modern 
chemistry  is  the  artificial  production  of  the  flavours  and 
odours  of  fruits  and  flowers  ;  the  imitation  in  the  crude 
|  laboratory  of  the  chemist  of  the  most  delicate  of  the 
i  productions  of  nature,  and  one  which  it  might  have  been 
j  supposed  was  beyond  the  reach  of  art. 

Dr.  Playfair,  in  his  lecture  on  the  exhibition  of 
j  1851,  furnishes  us  with  the  following  interesting  infor- 
:  mation  on  this  subject : — 

"The  jury,  in  the  exhibition,  or  rather  two  distin- 
guished chemists  of  that  jury,  Dr.  Hoffman  and  Mr.  De 
la  Rue,  ascertained  that  some  of  the  most  delicate  per- 
:  fumes  were  made  by  chemical  artifice,  and  not,  as  of  old, 
by  distilling  them  from  flowers.   The  perfume  of  flow- 
ers often  consists  of  oils  and  ethers,  which  the  chemist 
can  compound  artificially  in  his  laboratory.  Commer- 
cial enterprise  has  availed  itself  of  this  fact,  and  sent  to 
the  exhibition,  in  the  form  of  essences,  perfumes  thus 
prepared.  Singularly  enough,  they  are  generally  deriv- 
ed by  substances  of  intensely  disgusting  odour.  A  pe- 
culiar fetid  oil,  termed  '  fusel  oil,'  is  formed  in  making 
brandy  and  whiskey.    This  fusel  oil,  distilled  with  sul- 
phuric acid  and  acetate  of  potash,  gives  the  oil  of  pears. 
The  oil  of  apples  is  made  from  the  same  fusel  oil  by 
distillation  with  sulphuric  acid  and  bichromate  of  pot- 
ash.   The  oil  of  pineapples  is  obtained  from  the  pro- 
duct of  the  action  of  putrid  cheese  on  sugar,  or  by  mak- 
ing a  soap  with  butter,  and  distilling  it  with  alcohol  and 
sulphuric  acid,  and  is  now  largely  employed  in  England 
in  the  preparation  of  pine-apple  ale.   Oil  of  grapes  and 
oil  of  cognac,  used  to  impart  the  flavor  of  French  cog- 
nac to  British  brandy,  are  little  else  than  fusel  oil.  The 
artificial  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  now  so  largely  employed 
in  perfuming  soap  and  for  flavoring  confectionery,  is 
prepared  by  the  action  of  nitric  acid  on  the  fetid  oils  of 
gas-tar.    Many  a  fair  forehead  is  damped  with  eau  de 
millefieurs,  without  knowing  that  its  essential  ingre- 
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dient  is  derived  from  the  drainage  of  cow-houses.  The  | 
winter -green  oil,  imported  from  New  Jersey,  being  pro- 
duced from  a  plant  indigenous  there,  is  artificially  made 
from  willows  and  a  body  procured  in  the  distillation  of 
wood.  All  these  are  direct  modern  appliances  of  science 
to  an  industrial  purpose,  and  imply  an  acquaintance 
with  the  highest  investigations  of  organic  chemistry.  I 
Let  us  recollect  that  the  oil  of  lemons,  turpentine,  oil  of 
juniper,  oil  of  roses,  oil  of  copaiba,  oil  of  rosemary,  and 
many  other  oils,  are  identical  in  composition,  and  it  is 
not  difficult  to  conceive  that  perfumery  may  derive  still 
further  aid  from  chemistry."  mu.  Med.  News. 


Recommendation  of  Nostrums. 

|It  is  a  subject  of  much  humiliation  to  find  physi- 
cians' names  attached  to  recommendations  of  nostrums, 
which  are  thrown  in  profusion  over  our  country.  Our 
attention  has  been  again  called  to  this  matter,  by  read- 
ing the  laudatory  notices  of  a  secret  combination,  just 
now  somewhat  popular,  under  the  name  of  "  Ayers' 
Cherry  Pectoral."  We  can  hardly  suppose  for  one  mo- 
ment, that  all  the  recommendations  of  this  article  are 
genuine ;  but  if  they  are  not,  there  exists  a  strong  obli- 
gation oa  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are 
used,  to  expose  the  deception,  and  denounce  the  fraud, 
if  not  to  prosecute  the  proprietor.  We  see  that  in  Eng- 
land legal  redress  can  be  had  for  this  kind  of  piracy. 
It  ought  to  be  so  in  this  country,  if  it  is  not,  while  at 
the  same  time,  every  physician  who  willingly  permits 
his  name  to  be  used  for  such  purposes,  should  be  held 
up  to  the  scorn  and  indignation  of  a  liberal  profession. 
We  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  article  alluded  to  above.  We  do  it  believing  that 
most,  if  not  all,  the  references  are  forged,  and  hope  the 
gentlemen  will,  if  they  have  not  already  done  so,  ex- 
pose the  trickery;  or  if  they  have  been  led  astray 
without  due  reflection,  that  they  will  at  once  see  the 
impropriety  of  their  position,  and  cause  their  names  to 
be  withdrawn. 

The  names  we  find  are — Benj.  Sillimnn,  M.  D.,  Par- 
ker Cleveland,  M.  D.,  and  Valentine  Mott,  M.  D.,  to- 
gether with  many  other  alleged  M.  D.'s  less  known  in 
the  profession. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  "unqualified  recommenda- 
tion" of  professors  in  the  following  schools  is  claimed  : 
— Berkshire  College  of  Medicine,  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.; 
Ohio  Medical  College,  Columbus,  0. ;  Bowdoin  Medical 
College,  Brunswick,  Me.;  Vermont  College  of  Medicine, 
Castleton  ;  Albany  College  of  Medicine,  Albany,  N.Y. ; 
Medical  Institute,  Yale  College ;  Transylvania  Univer- 
sity of  Medicine,  Lexington,  Ky. ;  Medical  School,  Har- 
vard University,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  Colombian  Medi- 
cal College,  Washington.  And  in  foreign  countries — 
L'Ecole  de  Medicine,  Paris,  France;  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  London,  England ;  Queen's 
College,  Ireland  ;  University  of  Naples,  Italy  ;  Junta  of 
Medical  Censorship  for  Cuba  and  (he  Spanish  West  In- 
dies; Junta  Medicale  of  Chili,  South  America. 


We  know  personally"rrinny  of  the  professors  in  the 
above  Colleges,  who  would  scorn  to  give  their  names  for 
such  a  purpose,  and  yet  they  stand  before  the  public 
as  endorsers  of  this  nostrum.  If  some  of  their  associates 
should,  through  any  cause,  lend  their  names,  they 
should  be  given  to  the  profession,  and  not  suffer  the 
odium  to  rest  on  the  faculties  of  these  institutions  as  a 
whole.  We  can  scarcely  find  language  to  express  our 
disapprobation  of  such  recommendations,  if  real,  and  of 
forgeries,  if  they  be  such.  It  will  give  us  great  pleasure 
to  publish  either  denials  or  renunciations,  whenever  au- 
thorized to  do  so.  The  profession  has  reason  to  expect 

one  Or  the  Other.  Western  Lancet. 


From  the  Now  Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 
Hints  on   Medical  Education. 
By  James  H.  Stuart,  M.  D. 

[We  commend  the  following  article  to  all  our  read- 
ers, and  congratulate  our  confrere  on  having  secured 
such  a  correspondent,  and  only  envy  his  monopoly.] 

Physical  Education  should  commence  in  the  prudent 
conduct  of  the  pregnant  female.  It  were  an  easy  mat- 
ter, if  not  strictly  honest,  to  paraphrase  Dewees  or  Con- 
die  on  this  subject,  and  then  enter  into  a  lengthy  dis* 
sertation  on  the  Philosophy  of  Life,  etc.  but,  as  women 
rarely  consult  physicians  for  prophylatics  against  any 
evil,  but  content  themselves  with  inquiring  for  a  reme- 
dy when  mischief  is  done,  such  philosophy  would  be 
more  "  ornamental  than  useful,"  and  foreign  to  our  ob- 
ject. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  it  is  a  duty  which  erery  mother 
owes  to  the  State  and  herself,  to  have  a  fine,  healthy 
boy  or  girl.  To  do  this,  she  should  be  healthy  herself, 
have  a  healthy  husband,  and  then  conduct  herself  with 
great  care  till  her  accouchment.  For  upon  this,  simple 
as  it  may  seem,  the  whole  future  of  her  progeny  often 
depends,  and  she  may  render  its  entire  life  a  blessing 
or  a  curse,  according  to  her  own  actions. 

We  are  well  aware  that  every  mother  has  the  "  best 
and  sweetest,  and  prettiest  baby  that  ever  was  born," 
but  that  is  not  precisely  what  is  meant  by  a  "healthy 
child."  Still  the  great  majority  of  children  are,  to  all 
appearance,  healthy  and  well-formed  at  birth,  and  could 
doubtless  be  caused  to  remain  so.  Yet  it  is  but  a  mi- 
nority who  do  actually  grow  up  hearty  men  and  women. 
The  remainder  soon  become  feeble  and  puny,  and  either 
die  in  early  infancy,  or  gradually  drop  off  one  by  one 
at  different  rounds  of  the  ladder  of  iife  before  they  have 
attained  their  prime.  Now  what  causes  this  difference? 
Undoubtedly,  we  suppose  that  in  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  instances  it  is  attributable  to  different  phisi- 
cal  training.  True,  some  few  children  could  never  have 
been  made  healthy  by  any  course  of  training ;  but  in 
discussing  general  principles  we  always  take  for  the 
rule  that  which  regulates  most  cases. 

When  a  child  is  brought  into  the  world,  great  are 
the  rejoicings;  long  and  earnestly  does  the  mother  gaze 
upon  her  babe;  pride  agitates  her  bosom,  and  almost 
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the  first  impulse  that  moves  her,  if  strong  enough  to 
notice  any  tiling,  is  to  see  her  infant  fed.  When,  per- 
haps, this  feeling  has  reached  its  greatest  intensity,  the 
baby,  who  has  probably  been  lying  for  some  time  calm- 
ly asleep,  begins  to  cry,  as  babies  often  do,  mayhap 

"for  want  of  thought,"  like  's  "whistling."  At 

once  the  mother's  sympathies  are  aroused  ;  the  little 
dear  must  certainly  be  hungry; — and  it  is  accordingly 
at  once  freely  fed  with  some  villainous  "gruel"  or 
"pap."    Bab?  eats  long  and  eagerly,  until  its  stomach 
is  completely  distended,  and  feeling  uncomfortable  from 
the  novel  sensation,  turns  away  and  whines;  again  is 
the  spoon  presented,  but,  sated  to  repletion,  it  again 
turns  away  in  strong  disgust.    The  breast  is  presented, 
— ft  feeble  effort  and  it  ceases  to  draw.    At  this  crisis, 
Nurse  comes  to  the  rescue,  looks  mildly  on,  and  sapient- 
\y  observes  that  the  child  must  be  sick,  becaztse  it  refuses 
the  breast ;  which  logical  reasoning  is  highly  approved 
by  all  the  listeners,  and  Nurse  at  once  acquires  the 
character  of  a  feminine  ^Esculapius.    The  child  re-com- 
mences crying,  and  to  quiet  it,  the  usual  nursery  plan 
is  resorted  to,  and  it  is  violently  jolted  up  and  down  j 
to  some  horrible  monotonous  nursery  tune,  until  at  last,  j 
— actually  sick,  from  the  churning — or  the  music,  baby  j 
indignantly  disgorges  part  of  the  "  gruel."    This  is  J 
enough.  Out  comes  the  ever  ready  bottle  of  "  Dalby's  I 
Carminative,"  or  somebody's  "  Anodyne,"  and  a  dose 
is  inflicted  ;  when, — perhaps  fairly  wearied  out,  the  poor  j 
child  falls  asleep, — amid  warm  eulogies  on  "  the  sweet.  | 
soothing  draught," — or  becomes  so  ill  that  the  physician  | 
must  be  sent  for.  The  Doctor  may  have  moral  courage 
to  face  the  nurse,  explain  the  error, — and  perhaps  be 
dismissed  for  his  pains  as  a  "  cruel,  unfeeling  man,  who 
don't  care  for  the  sufferings  of  the  little  dear;"— but 
more  probably  contents  himself  with  ministering  to 
present  necessities,  confident  of  having  a  good  patient  j 
in  tltot  child  so  long  as  the  "Carminative,"  "Anodyne,"  | 
and  other  contents  of  the  large  medicine  chest  of  "  Fa-  • 
mily  Remedies  "  last. 

This  kind  of  treatment  repeated  for  a  few  months,  ! 
soon  manifests  its  effects  very  visibly,  and  the  mother 
wonders  "  why  her  child  is  so  delicate  when  she  did 
her  very  best  to  take  every  sickness  at  that  start  and 
provide  for  it." 

Sec  now  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  very  few  prudent 
and  sensible  mothers.  She  feeds  her  child  only  when 
nature  demands  it.  If  it  cries,  she  examines  to  find  some 
real  cause  of  irritation,  which  if  not  discernible,  she  al- 
lows baby  to  bellow  as  much  as  it  pleases,  and  admires 
the  tone  and  compass  of  his  voice  while  he  does  so. 
Consequently,  baby  soon  gets  tired  of  crying,  and  ceases 
peaceably  enough.  No  medicine  chest,  large  enough  to 
fit  out  a  country  doctor  for  a  year's  practice,  ornaments 
her  closet.  If  the  child  must  be  dosed,  it  is  by  the  or- 
der and  under  the  direction  of  the  family  Physician. 
Quacks  and  nurses  reign  not  in  her  dwelling.  She  is  not 
eternally  reading  "  Somebody  on  Children,"  and  dis- 
covering a  new  complaint  every  day  and  hour  to  be 
treated  according  to  the  rules  therein  laid  down.  She 


[  does  not  call  the  attention  of  every  stranger  to  the  deli- 
cate appearance  of  her  darling,  and  demand  his  sympa- 
|  thy  for  it. 

Now,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few' years,  mark  the  effects 
of  these  two  very  different  systems  of  education.  The 
first  mother  has  succeeded  completely  in  her  praise- 
worthy efforts,  and  her  son  is  now  a  pale,  delicate,  inte- 
resting boy,  with  a  large  head  and  small  body.  Ke  is 
precocious  withal ;  can  reason,  rhyme,  spell  and  read ; 
can  act  and  declaim,  bow  and — take  medicine.  His 
education  has  not  been  neglected.  Oh.  no !  Soon  as  he 
could  walk  was  he  sent  to  school,  where,  perched  on  a 
bench  much  too  high  for  him,  with  his  feet  dangling  six 
inches  from  the  floor,  he  leaned  over  his  irksome  task 
early  and  late,  till  the  naturally  round  chest t>f  childhood 
flattened,  and  his  shoulders  curved;  while  his  mind  ex- 
panded with  a  force  that  threatened  to  demolish  the 
poor  remains  of  his  corporeal  frame.  This  is  at  five 
years  of  age.  The  other  boy  is  not  yet  at  school,  but 
frolicing  about,  free  and  unconstrained,  in  the  wild  ex- 
huberance  of  childish  glee.  So  ignorant  is  he  that  the 
alphabet  is  yet  unknown  to  him  ;  but  iiimporte.  he  is 
a  stout,  healthy  lad  with  a  vigorous  mind  and  fair  pros- 
pect, from  his  frame  and  constitution,  of  living  long 
enough  to  cultivate  it  well. 

The  parallel  might  be  carried  out  much  further,  but 
it  is  unnecessary.  All  have  seen  and  recognized,  at 
School  and  College,  the  types  of  these  different  kinds 
of  training. 

Of  course  it  would  be  very  ridiculous  to  assert  that 
careful  and  well  directed  training  will,  in  every  instance, 
entirely  overcome  the  influence  of  a  congenitally  or 
hereditarily  bad  constitution:  or  that  a  bad  education 
will  always  completely  ruin  a  good  one.  Yet  they  will 
certainly  go  very  far  towards  accomplishing  these  re- 
spective ends. 

Would  city  parents  but  condescend  to  notice  the 
ruddy,  fresh,  hearty  looks  of  children  bred  and  born  in 
the  country ;  and  see  them  luxuriating  in  a  puddle,  or 
taking  a  shower-bath  in  the  rain,  fearless  of  coughs  and 
colds,  we  feel  convinced  that  but  few  would  forego  the 
advantages  of  a  country  physical  education.  How  glad- 
dening is  it  to  a  benevolent  heart  to  see  the  delightful 
young  hopefuls  gftfly  careering  about  over  the  fresh,  new- 
mown  meadow  ;  now  throwing  themselves  down  in  a 
paroxysm  of  pleasure, — and  now  snuff  wildly  the  pure 
and  invigorating  atmosphere, — and  reflect  what  power- 
ful men  and  healthy  woman  they  bid  fair  to  become ! 
Away  with  your  tainted  city  gales!  Give  them  the  free 
air  of  Heaven  to  distend  their  lungs  !  Give  them  trees 
to  climb,  horses  to  ride,  boats  to  row,  lines  to  fish  with, 
and  guns  to  shoot !  Make  men  of  them, — strong,  vigo- 
rous men,  fitted  to  enter  upon  the  arena  of  life  and  bat- 
tie  thSir  way  stoutly ; — fitted  .to  be  "  heroes  in  the 
strife." 

The  influence  of  habit  is  incalculable.  We  see  many 
children  habituated  to  going  thickly  clad,  and  having 
their  stockings  changed  the  moment  they  get  wet;  and 
these  children  are  universally  subject  to  catarrh  ;  the 
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slightest  exposure,  even  to  a  "soft  and  gentle  breeze" 
affects  them  at  once. 

Others  again,  used  to  exposure  and  taking  care  of 
themselves,  scarce  ever  "catch  cold,"  though  long  ex- 
posed to  pelting  rains  and  icy  winds.  The  hardy  duck 
shooter,  the  healthy  sportsman,  and  the  iron  sided  hun. 
ter  of  the  West  become  so  by  habit.  Why  not  then 
habituate  children  to  some  degree  of  exposure  from  early 
life.  They  must  unavoidably  sometime  meet  with  hard- 
ships, and  it  may  then  prove  fatal  to  have  encouraged 
a  habit  of  "caudling"  in  early  youth.  I  have  seen 
hard  struggles  made  in  manhood  to  throw  off  the  yoke 
of  effeminacy,  but  rarely  with  effect.  The  parents  in  a 
great  measure  "  make  the  man."  Reason  on  the  sub- 
ject. Is  it  not  comfortable,  if  nothing  more,  to  one  who 
has  accidentally  received  a  ducking,  to  feel  the  proud 
consciousness  that  it  will  not  hurt  him  ?  See  two  in- 
dividuals upset  in  a  boat — one  shakes  himself,  and 
marches  about  unconcerned  till  his  clothes  dry  upon  him. 
The  other  must  take  "something  warm,"  must  immedi- 
ately change  his  clothes,  and  even  then  is  by  no  means 
certain  of  escape  from  an  attack  of  sickness,  a  course  of 
medicine,  and  a  long  Doctor's  bill.  And  this  difference 
is  the  result  of  training  See  two  sportsmen  out  to-  | 
gether.  One  trudges  through  mud  and  water  sturdily, 
and  bags  all  the  Snipe,  Woodcock,  and  Rail.  The  other 
sneaks  along  the  verge  of  the  swamp  and  pops  at 
Robins,  Larks,  "et  id  genus  omne."  What  glorious 
lives  the  rollicking  Bison  Hunters  of  the  West  lead. — 
And  why  ?  Because  they  are  blessed  with  health  and 
know  how  to  preserve  it. 

(To  be  Continued.) 


Democracy  and  the  Doctors. 

By  R.  H.  Paddock,  M.  D.,  Chesire,  Ct. 

It  is  a  commonly  received  opinion,  that  the  old 
forms  of  government,  being  patriarchal  in  their  charac- 
ter, and  celestial  in  their  origin,  are  favorable  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  liberal  arts  and  professions. 

It  is  also  just  about  as  commonly  supposed  that  de. 
mocracy  can  appreciate  only  that  which  is  of  obvious 
practical  utility,  and  affords  little  countenance  or  pro- 
tection to  amatures  in  literature  or  art,  or  to  those  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  the  learned  professions.  A 
single  individual,  as  a  king,  or  a  single  and  comparative- 
ly small  class  of  persons,  as  an  aristocracy, — having  had 
the  best  instructors  and  the  most  ample  facilities  for 
the  acquisition  of  all  useful  learning  and  elegant  accom- 
plishments,— must  surely  better  understand,  and  more 
safely  guard  the  interests  of  learning  and  the  learned  ; 
must  more  readily  detect,  and  more  profoundly  abhor, 
all  schemes  of  quackery  and  imposture,  and  will  more 
effectually  crush  them,  at  a  blow,  than  can  be  expected 
of  a  whole  people,  of  all  conditions — whether  of  for- 
tune or  misfortune.  On  the  other  hand,  the  very  no- 
tion of  liberty  implies  the  toleration  of  manifest  evils, 
and  opens  to  eminence  in  all  that  is  hateful  and  de- 
grading, as  well  as  in  all  that  is  lovely  and  exalting. 
Now  we  doctors  see  aud  feel  so  much  of  the  in- 


tolerable impudence,  conceit,  and  ignorance,  of  tolerated 
quacks,  that  we  are  sometimes  tempted  to  abjure  our 
own  political  creed,  and  go  back  to  the  hated  and  anti- 
quated forms  of  absolutism — seeking,  under  the  iron 
wand  of  despotism,  protection  for  ourselves,  and  ven- 
geance on  swaggering  charlatanry.  But  alas!  in  this 
day  to  whom  shall  we  go1?  To  the  leagued  tyrants  of 
continental  Europe?  All  the  beauties  of  absolutism,  in 
the  abstract,  celestial  in  origin,  as  it  might  be,  tender  and 
parental,  as  it  should  be, — vanish  at  a  glance  of  these 
miscreant  ministers  of  an  angry  God  !  But,  upon  a 
"second  sober  thought,"  were  despots  less  despotic, 
and  tyranny  even  tolerable,  we  would  not  invoke  its 
aid.  Medical  quackery  has  its  cause  and  cure  in  some- 
thing back  of  all  forms  of  government;  and,  though 
sometimes  not  allowed  to  be  practised  openly,  it  never- 
theless insinuates  itself  into  all  states,  however  ruled  or 
misruled. 

A  very  common  and  very  erroneous  notion  in  refe- 
rence to  the  nature  of  disease,  furnishes  those  who  have 
more  brass  than  brains,  with  an  opportunity  to  mislead 
a  multitude  to  their  own  hurt.  It  is  something  like 
this :  Every  malady  is  distinct  in  its  nature ;  well  cha- 
racterized ;  of  specific  form,  and  requiring  a  specific 
mode  of  treatment. 

The  doctor  is  expected  to  recognize  diseases  as  rea- 
dily and  as  certainly  as  the  naturalist  does  plants  and 
animals,  and  to  apply  to  each  the  specific  remedy  which 
nature  has  provided.  According  to  this  simple  and  beau- 
tiful theory  the  practice  of  medicine  should  be  a  very 
easy  and  satisfactory  business,  and  the  doctor  should 
be  certain  death,  not  only  "  on  fits,"  but  also  on  disease 
itself. 

A  good  practical  illustration  of  this  notion  is  seen  in 
that  system  of  seething,  spewing,  and  injecting,  known 
as  the  Thomsonian.  The  semi-civilized  discoveier  of  the 
wonderful  secrets  that  heat  is  life  and  cold  is  de.'uh  ; 
that  every  substance  should  come  out  of  the  body  through 
the  same  channel  by  which  it  enters  it ;  and  that  red 
pepper  and  lobelia,  administered  hot  to  both  extremi- 
ties of  the  body,  will  drive  out  the  seeds  of  all  diseases, 
viz:  cold  and  canker — commenced  his  original  treatise 
on  the  healing  art  by  advising  all  men  to  shun  the  law- 
yers, the  doctors,  and  the  ministers  of  religion.  The 
remainder  of  his  book  is  a  worthy  commentary  on  the 
text,  and  like  Joe  Smith's  Bible,  finds  those  in  every 
community,  who  are  captivated  by  its  vulgarity,  and 
enlightened  by  its  profound  revelations. 

There  is  something  attractive,  too,  for  a  certain  class 
of  persons,  in  the  opperations  of  a  Thomsonian' doctor. 
His  is  no  light  duty — no  easily  earned  reward!  he 
throws  off  his  coat,  rolls  up  his  sleeves,  and  swelters, 
for  hours,  over  a  steaming  cauldron  of  concocting  boughs 
and  herbs.  The  huge  bowls  of  hot  drinks,  the  bath 
frames  covered  with  woolen  blankets,  and  the  red-hot, 
hissing  stones,  all  show  that  something  is  to  be  done 
effectually,  and  that  either  the  disease  or  the  patient 
must  yield  before  this  formidable  enginery. 

Now  it  ia  neither  the  highest  nor  the  lowest  por- 
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tion  of  our  nice  in  point  of  intelligence,  that  are  imposed 
upon  by  such  theory  and  practice.  Those  nations  which 
have  undergone  the  process  of  calcination  and  calcina- 
tion, through  the  wickedness  of  their  rulers,  till  they 
can  not,  or  dare  not,  aspire  to  think  for  themselves  upon 
any  subject,  make  the  very  best  class  of  medical  pa- 
tients. They  surrender  their  bodies  to  the  legitimate 
doctors,  and  their  souls  to  the  lawful  priests,  to  be  heal- 
ed of  their  respective  maladies  with  an  equally  blind 
and  unwavering  faith  in  both.  It  is  when  the  human 
mind  has  been  released  from  the  bondage  of  ignorance 
and  oppression;  when  some  straggling  rays  of  light 
begin  to  fall,  and  it  begins  to  put  forth  its  early  and 
uncertain  efforts  in  speculative  philosophy,  that  it  em- 
braces such  crudities. 

What  wonder  if,  in  the  twilight  of  their  mental  illu- 
mination, when  men  have  acquired  just  that  "little 
learning,"  which  is  always  a  "dangerous  thing,"  in 
speculating  about  doctoring  themselves,  as  well  as 
about  governing  themselves,  and  acting  for  themselves, 
in  every  capacity — they  should  often  adopt  undigested 
schemes  of  corporeal,  as  well  as  of  spiritual  salvation  ? 
What  wonder  that  their  inexperienced  ears  should  listen 
to  the  noisy  quack,  pasted  all  over  with  glaring  certifi- 
cates and  lying  advertisements  ? 

Another  form  of  medical  imposture,  more  refined 
in  its  character,  and  perhaps  quite  as  extensive  in  its  in. 
fluence  as  the  preceding,  owes  its  origin  and  advocacy 
to  minds  of  a  contemplative  and  visionary  mould.  These 
are  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  most  refined,  intelligent 
and  virtuous,  and  when  coutrolled  by  a  powerful  judg- 
ment, as  was  that  of  Columbus,  arc  often  among  the 
most  distinguished  of  our  race.  Affluence  and  inde-' 
pendence,  or  at  least  a  condition  in  life  exempt  from  the 
necessity  for  physical  labor,  are  almost  indispensable  to 
the  formation  and  cultivation  of  such  a  mental  habit. 
The  man  who  earns  his  daily  bread  by  daily  toil,  has 
little  time  or  inclination  for  day  dreaming;  while  the 
student,  the  cultivators  of  science,  art,  and  the  learned 
professions,  are  quite  liable  to  fall  into  speculating  and 
theorizing. 

Even  the  despicable  tyrant,  who  enchains  the  bodies 
and  minds  of  the  great  mass  of  his  subjects,  will  some- 
times foster  the  spirit  of  speculative  philosophy,  or  of 
devotion  to  the  fine  arts.  He  is  willing  to  engross  the 
minds  of  the  contemplative  with  such  topics  as  can  have 
no  practical  influence  to  enlighten  and  elevate  the  peo- 
ple, and  for  this  reason  he  has  sometimes  been  hailed 
as  the  patron  of  all  liberal  learning. 

The  medical  hallucinations  of  these  transcendental 
philosophers,  like  all  their  ethereal  lucubrations,  are 
wonderfully  exquisite  and  psuedo-logical.  Their  thread 
of  ratiocination  is  microscopically  attenuated,  and  their 
deductions  are  the  doubly  refined  extract  of  nonsense. 

At  one  time  they  inform  us  that  a  wet  sheet,  wrap- 
ped around  the  human  body,  will  certainly  absorb  the 
active  elements  of  any  disease ;  while  a  little  Croton 
water,  introduced  within  the  body  is  far  more  power. 
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fully  curative  than  Croton  oil.  At  another  time  we  are 
gravely  told  that  any  cause  which  can  derange  the  deli- 
cate  mechanism  of  the  human  system,  is  itself  the  pro- 
per means  of  cure  ;  and  hence  a  sledge  hammer  is  a  fit 
tool  to  mend  a  watch  ;  and  also  that  the  less  is  more 
powerful  than  the  greater,  of  the  same  kind  ;  and  hence 
that  nothing  at  all  is  absolutely  omnipotent. 

Furthermore — if  any  man  doubts  the  truth  of  these 
startling  propositions,  they  can  be  verified  by  thousands 
of  testimonials,  and  by  actual  experiment.  This  cannot 
be  said  of  the  propositions  of  Euclid — so  away  with 
your  mathematics,  and  give  us  the  documents ! 

Doubtless  there  are  other  forms  of  medical  impos- 
ture, dependent  upon  other  peculiarities  in  the  consti- 
tution and  condition  of  the  human  mind.  These  it  is 
not  my  present  purpose  to  exhibit,  but  rather  to  infer 
from  what  has  already  been  said,  that  the  sources  and 
the  remedies  of  charlatanry,  are  not  to  be  sought  in 
the  forms  of  government ;  or  in  legislative  enactments. 
Doubtless  these  have  an  important  influence  in  the  de- 
termination of  mental  conditions  and  characteristics ; 
but  men  cannot  be  cured  of  ignorance  or  insanity,  nor 
can  they  be  endowed  with  a  truly  enlightened  under- 
standing, and  good  practical  common  sense,  by  the 
force  of  law.  All  experience  shows  that  neither  our 
moral  nor  our  physical  maladies  are  likely  to  be  better 
healed  when  under  the  care  of  the  state,  than  when  left 
to  the  care  and  the  conscience  of  the  individual  patients 
themselves. 

Much  then,  as  we  are  scandalized  by  the  wide 

spread  medical  quackery  of  our  time  and  country  

much  as  we  deplore  its  soils,  abhor  its  impudence,  and 
despise  its  slimsy  sophistry — still,  we  shall  do  well  to 
adhere  to  our  democratic  notions  of  government — giv- 
ing the  fool  full  liberty  to  preach  folly,  and  his  hearers 
abundant  permission  to  trust  in  him. 

What  then  ?  can  no  remedy,  no  alleviation  be  de- 
vised? Yes;  let  us  follow  the  advice  of  the  old  Latin 
poet,  and  pray  for  "a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body," 
and  let  us  accompany  this  prayer  by  such  efforts  as  are 
suited  to  the  fulfilment.  Let  all  our  States,  and  all  our 
smaller  communities  adopt  the  well  known  and  approv- 
ed  methods  of  general  education  ;  and  let  every  species 
of  useful  information,  practical,  scientific,  and  profes- 
sional, be  as  widely  disseminated  as  possible.  Let  us 
also  remember  that,  for  this  life  at  least,  men  have 
bodies,  as  well  as  minds,  and  that  they  sympathise  so 
extensively  with  each  other  in  their  growth  and  develop- 
ment, disease  and  decay,  that  whatever  measures  are 
adopted  for  the  spread  of  virtue  and  intelligence,  as  well 
as  for  the  alleviation  and  cure  of  disease,  should  have 
an  adaptation  to  both  a  physical  and  a  mental  consti- 
tution. 

Great  intellectual  advancement  might  be  realized 
through  the  same  means  that  we  employ  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  brute  animals ;  but  though  we  may 
not  regulate  or  restrict  the  license  to  increase  and  mul- 
tiply, yet  one  thing  may  and  should  be  done  in  this  di- 
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rection.  It  is  a  fact  as  universal  as  it  is  lamentable,  in 
this  country,  that  our  native,  and  more  intelligent  and 
attractive  females  are  sadly  debilitated  and  degenerated 
in  bodily  constitution  ;  and  I  need  not  say  that  this 
must  unavoidably  work  the  deterioration  of  our  whole 
people — first  phvsiologicall  v,  then  mentally  and  moral- 
ly. Now  a  glance  at  the  flood  of  emigration  pouring 
into  this  country,  shows  that  this  evil  is  artificial  and 
may  therefore  be  exterminated.  Our  own  progenitors, 
on  the  other  shore  of  the  Atlantic,  are  comparatively 
exempt  from  it.  Let  us  but  adopt  the  better  portion  of 
their  hygienic  regimen,  especially  their  custom  of  daily 
and  prolonged  exertion  in  the  open  air,  and  I  doubt  not 
that  in  a  few  generations  we  shall  see  more  healthy 
mothers  and  fewer  scrofulous  children.  This  reform 
would  be  an  important  auxiliary  in  the  great  work  of 
popular  education  aud  elevation,  the  only  radical  cure, 
not  only  for  quackery,  but  also  for  all  our  ills — whe- 
ther physical,  mental,  social,  or  moral. —  Ohio  Med.  and 
Sury.  Journal. 


"great  services"  in  the  disgraceful  affair,  by  drawin^ 
on  his  friend  for  his  "champagne,"  as  on  a  former  occa- 
sion he  did  on  his  foreign  medical  brethren  for  matter 
for  an  introductory  lectuke!!  Stuvvesaxt. 


From  the  Daily  Whig. 
Another  letter  from  Saratoga. 

Saratoga  Springs,  August  10. 

Mr.  Editor, 

Dear  Sir— In  the  Whig  of  the  14th  ult.  I  have 
read  with  some  surprise,  a  letter  dated  at  this  place 
and  published  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Times  of  the  7th  ult. 
giving  a  detailed  description  of  a  "  practical  joke  "  upon 
a  gentleman  at  the  United  States  Hotel,  in  which  Hen- 
Alexander  was  the  "chief  performer,"  assisted  hy  the 
•writer  and  a  certain  "  doctor  and  lawyer,"  the  latter  the 
brother-in-law  of  the  "victim,"  and  the  former  the 
friend  (?)  of  the  family,  and  a  grave  and  learned  pro- 
fessor in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
New-York. 

Now,  sir,  to  say  nothing  of  a  want  of  a  sense  Of 
propriety  and  delicacy,  and  proper  regard  for  the  feel, 
ings  of  friends  whose  sensibilities  were  to  be  deeply 
wounded  by  this  disgusting  exhibition,'*  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  the  whole  proceeding  was  one  in  which  a 
learned  teacher  of  a  learned  profession,  (and  as  such, 
holding  a  prominent  part  in  what  is  claimed  by  its 
friends  to  be  the  first  literary  institution  in  the  first  city 
in  the  western  hemisphere,)  could  not,  with  propriety, 
decency,  and  a  proper  regard  for  the  place  which  he 
occupies,  participate;  and  by  so  doing  he  reduces  him- 
self far  below  the  level  of  a  charlatan  and  a  juggler. 
The  place  chosen  for  the  "scene"  in  which  the  learned 
professor  rendered  so  "  great  service,"  was  in  admira- 
ble keeping  with  the  character  of  the  whole  transac- 
tion.— a  A  stable,  large,  damp  and  dismal,  lighted  only 
from  the  crevices  of  the  doors  and  windows,  which  were 
closed  for  the  sake  of  privacy" — "a  hostler  holding  one 
door" — "a  stable  boy  looking  through  another."  This 
certainly  gives  no  very  "slight  idea"  of  the  general 
character  and  dignity  of  the  transaction,  if  not  of  the 
"scene."    The  doctor  seems  finally  to  terminate  his 

•  Will  somebody  at  Saratoga  send  us  the  bill  of  particulars  ? 


Foreign  Honors  conferred  on  an  American  Surgeon, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medicril  and.  Surgical  Jouniai. 

Dear  Sir — An  honor  conferred  upon  an  American 
surgeon  by  an  European  institution,  will  be  appreciated 
by  the  profession,  throughout  the  country.  As  your 
valuable  Journal  has  a  wide  circulation  among  medical 
men,  I  am  sure  you  will  feel  a  pride  in  announcing  the 
following  fact — that  upon  Professor  Valentine  Mott  has 
lately  been  conferred  the  Honorary  Fellowship  of  King's 
and  Queen's  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland. 

Since  the  foundation  of  this  College,  which  was 
nearly  two  centuries  ago,  but  twenty-six  medical  men 
of  different  countries  have  received  this  degree — Prof. 
Mott  being  the  only  American.  Below  I  give  you  a 
list  of  them. 

This  College  was  founded  in  1660,  by  Dr.  John 
Stearne,  Fellow  and  Professor  of  Physic  in  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin — was  incorporated  by  royal  charter  of 
King  Charles  II.  A.  D.  1667,  and  re-incorporated  by 
their  majesties  King  William  and  Mary,  A.  D.  1692, 
under  the  title  of  King's  and  Queen's  College  of  Physi- 
cians in  Ireland.         Yours  most  respectfully, 

A  Subscriber. 

New-York,  Sept.  £M.  1852. 

HONORARY  FELLOWS. 


Francis  Barter,  elected  June  14, 1813 
Wm.  Harty,  Oct.  28,1833. 
Peter  Mark  Ropet,  Jan.  4,  1836. 
■Wm.  PKUltney  Ah'son,  April  11,  1836. 
Jonathan  Osborne,  Oct.  26,  1840. 
Charles  Johnson,  Oct.  18,  1811. 
Robt.  Law,  Nov.  1, 1841. 
Chas.  Farren,  Oct.  31, 1812. 
Geo.  Alex.  Kenedy,  April  13.  1846. 
John  Creery  Ferguson,  Oct.  26, 1846. 
Thos.  Cuming,  .lan.  10,  1843. 
Neason  Adams,  Jan.  10,  1848. 
Thoc  M'K.-ever.  Jan.  10,  1848. 


Fleetwood  Churchill,  Jan.  10,  1848. 
Sir  James  Clark,  Bart.,  Aug.  2,  1849. 
John  Thos.  Banks,  April  8, 1850. 
John  Toleken,  April  8,  1850. 
James  Apjohn,  Oct.  28,  1850.  ..^J 
P.  Ch.  A.  Louis,  May  26,  1851. 
&  Andral,  May  26, 1851. 
A.  F.  Chorael,  May  26, 1851. 
M.  Paul  Ant'e  Dubois,  May  26,  1851. 
Carl  Rokitansky,  May  26,  1851. 
Joseph  Skoda.  May  36, 1851. 
Hermann  F.  Kiliim,  May  20, 1851. 
J.Muller,  May  26,  185!. 


Foreign  Quackeries  and  the  Dins-Inspection  Law. 

A  recent  case  has  raised  the  question  of  the  admis- 
sion of  foreign  quack  medicines  under  the  drug  inspec- 
tion Jaw,  and  the  decision  made  by  the  authorities  is 
not  that  which  appears  to  us  consonant  with  reason 
and  justice.  It  is  but  natural  that  those  whose  pro- 
ceedings it  was  intended  to  regulate  by  the  operation 
of  this  law,  should  endeavor  in  every  way  to  evade  its 
provisions.  Not  only  would  they  desire  to  escape  the 
vigilance  or  overcome  the  integrity  of  the  Examiner 
but  they  would  wish  to  obtain  the  implied  sanction  of 
his  aproval  for  their  wares.  An  article  which  has  pass- 
ed the  Custom  House  carries  with  it  necessarily  the  en- 
dorsement of  a  competent  Examiner,  as  one  that  may 
"  properly,  safely  and  without  danger,  be  used  for 
medicinal  purposes."   Such  are  the  words  of  the  law, 
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and  it  is  readily  seen  that  such  a  sanction  is  worth  more 
to  a  nostrum-dealer  than  a  certificate  from  "the  Duke 
of  Aldborough,"  or  a  half  dozen  of  the  reverend  gen- 
tlemen, who  are,  with  us,  the  general  sponsors  of 
quackery. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  these.  A  quantity  of  cer- 
tain substances  labelled  as  Holloway's  Pills  and  Oint- 
ment, was  entered  at  the  Custom  House  of  this  city, 
and  referred  to  the  drug-examiner  for  inspection.  The 
duty  of  that  officer,  under  the  law,  is  to  try  all  drugs 
by  the  standard  of  the  United  States,  London,  Edin- 
burgh, French  and  German  Pharmacopoeias,  and  to 
refuse  to  pass  all  that  are  adulterated  or  deteriorated, 
and  "  improper,  unsafe,  or  dangerous  to  be  used  for 
medicinal  purposes."  In  the  present  instance,  articles 
were  presented  of  a  compound  character,  and  of  the 
composition  of  which  the  Examiner  was  necessarily  ig. 
noiant.  They  were  totally  unknown  to  the  medical 
profession.  They  might  contain  injurious  or  even  poi- 
sonous constituents,  not  discernable  by  the  most  careful 
examination  and  analysis.  At  all  events  they  were  se- 
cret nostrums,  and  not  drugs  or  medicines  recognized 
by  any  codex  whatever.  Had  they  been  unofficinal 
simples,  vegetable  or  mineral,  the  source  and  character 
of  which  were  known,  or  could  be  readily  ascertained, 
there  could  be  no  difficulty  about  them.  But  they  were 
vile  quackeries  and  impostures,  compounded  by  a  de- 
signing person  to  defraud  a  gullible  public.  Could  any 
honorable  and  conscientious  Examiner  give  them  the 
sanction  of  his  endorsement  ?  We  say  No  ! — and  per- 
sonally, we  would  have  resigned  the  office,  if  the  case 
were  ours,  rather  than  affix  or  name  and  sanction  to  the 
invoice.  The  Examiner,  did  what  we  think  was  his 
duty  in  the  premises,  and  refused  to  pass  the  articles, 
referring  the  case  thereby  to  his  official  superiors. 

But  his  judgment  has  been  reversed.  The  quacke- 
ries in  question  have  been  admitted,  and  now  are  he" 
raided  with  flaming  advertisements  in  our  newspapers. 
Worst  of  all,  they  have  been  admitted  mainly  on  the 
authority  of  an  opinion  to  that  effect,  signed  by  five, 
respectable  gentlemen  of  our  city,  all  of  whom  are  in 
official  positions  (we  believe)  in  our  College  of  Phar- 
macy, and  one  of  whom  is  a  graduate  and  practitioner 
of  medicine !  We  give  this  document  that  there  may 
be  no  mistake  about  it.  The  signatures  we  omit.  The 
Italics  are  ours. 

"We,  the  undersigned,  are  of  opinion  that  the  law 
in  reference  to  adulterated  drugs,  medicines  and  medi- 
cinal preparations  was  not  designed  to  exclude  secret 
medicines  of  foreign  manufacture,  provided  they  were 
made  by  the  party,  and  at  the  place  specified  in  the 
label,  and  that,  therefore,  if  the  Inspector  believe  that 
such  preparations  are  what  they  purport  to  be  and  not 
spurious,  he  is  bound  to  pass  them. 

"  At  the  same  time  we  would  have  it  expressly  un- 
derstood that  our  private  opinions  are' decidedly  adverse 
to  all  secret  medicines,  whether  of  foreign  or  domestic 
origin,  and  in  giving  the  above  opinion,  we  do  it  entire- 
ly in  justice  to  our  sense  of  the  intended  meaning  of  the 


law,  and  not  from  a  desire  to  favor  the  introduction  of 
such  medicines." 

Now  there  are,  to  our  mind,  several  curious  features 
in  the  above  document.  In  the  first  place,  we  do  not 
see  that  any  body  of  apothecaries,  however  intelligent, 
are  the  proper  judges  of  the  intention  and  interpreta- 
tion of  any  law.  The  language  of  the  act  of  Congress 
is  explicit  enough,  and  may  be  understood  by  any  one. 
If  there  were  technical  difficulties,  they  would  be  better 
referred  to  those  accustomed  to  deal  with  legal  enact- 
ments of  doubtful  interpretation.  But  the  principal 
peculiarity  is,  that  this  opinion  comes  from  gentlemen 
who  have  hitherto  professed  a  firm  hostility  to  quacke- 
ry, and  are  members  of  an  institution  which  the  medi- 
cal profession  has  always  respected  and  valued  as  a 
public  safeguard  against  its  encroachments.  Their  pro- 
viso in  the  concluding  paragraph  is  all  very  well,  but  it 
is  not  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  upon  to  combat  the 
ill  effect  of  its  predecessor.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
position  taken  not  only  authorizes  the  unlimited  intro- 
duction of  foreign  nostrums,  but  it  actually  converts  the 
drug-examiner  into  a  guardian  of  the  interests  of  the 
manufacturer  of  the  abominations.  It  virtually  makes 
him  say  to  "  Doctor  "  Hollovvay  : — "  You  may  flood 
our  land  with  your  vile  compounds.  You  may  poison 
our  people  and  extract  from  them  untold  sums  of  gold 
in  return;  and  no  imitation  or  counterfeit  shall  inter- 
fere with  your  profits.  I  stand  here,  by  appointment 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  protect  and 
keep  inviolate  the  sanctity  of  your  labels  and  package- 
marks,  and  to  condemn  and  forfeit  all  '  pills  and  oint- 
ment' which  do  not  bear  upon  them  those  sacred  cha- 
racters !"  Such  is  the  inevitable  operation  of  the  posi- 
tion taken,  for  which  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  foreign 
empiric  and  his  agents  here  will  be  duly  grateful. 

We  can  comprehend  such  a  position  as  this:  that 
the  nostrums  in  question  are  not  drugs  or  medicines 
within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law,  and  are 
therefore  not  subject  to  inspection  by  the  Druo--Exami- 
ner  at  all.  Such  is  the  position  which  we  believe  the 
department  must  ultimately  take,  if  its  officers  deter- 
mine that  these  nostrums  shall  continue  to  come  in. 
It  is  an  insult  10  the  self-respect  of  any  honorable  phar- 
maceutist or  physician  to  ask  him  to  become  the  endors- 
er as  "safe  and  proper"  of  every  wretched  empiricism 
that  the  lust  of  gain  may  induce  any  unprincipled  Eu- 
ropean adventurer  to  send  over  here  to  gull  the  simple 
Yankees  with.  As  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  Ex. 
aminer,  we  unhesitatingly  pronounce  it  honest,  manly, 
and  consistent.  That  his  decision  has  been  reversed  is 
his  misfortune,  and  ours.  The  sting  of  the  business  is, 
that  it  has  been  reversed  by  the  action  of  men  with 
whom  we  have  hitherto  been  happy  to  co-operate  in 
the  advancement  of  legitimate  medicine  and  pharmacv. 

Is  a  medical  iffiUl  justified  in  endangering  his  own 
life  by  excessive  attention  to  save  that  of  his  patients  ? 
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Our  Medical   Schools  and  Medical  Students 

[The  following  article  indicates  that  a  growing  inte- 
rest is  taken  by  the  public  press,  in  sill  matters  apper- 
taining to  our  Medical  Schools.    This  augurs  well  for 
both  the  profession  and  the  public] 
To  the  Editor  of  the  New- York  Daily  Times  f 

The  Medical  season  in  New -York  is  just  opening. 
We  do  not  mean  that  the  doctors  are  now  particularly 
busy,  but  that  the  time  of  year  when  medical  students 
begin  to  abound  has  come.  We  have  no  means  of 
judging  the  exact  number  of  the  students  who  have 
already  matriculated,  or  who  are  about  to  take  tickets 
in  the  three  schools,  but  we  may  approximate  the  pro- 
portionate disposition  of  those  now  in  town  (and  the 
regular  courses  have  not  commenced  in  either)  by  the 
number  in  attendance  upon  the  preliminary  lectures. 
We  eounted  twenty-one  at  Dr.  Carnochan's  lecture 
on  operations  on  the  eye,  at  the  New -York  Medical 
College ;  forty-five  at  Dr.  Clymer's  lecture  on  apoplexy, 
at  the  University;  and  seventy-eight  at  Dr.  Gilman's 
lecture  at  the  Crosby-street  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  This  number,  at  so  early  a  day,  shows  that 
there  is  not  likely  to  be  any  falling  off  of  the  aggregate 
attendance  through  the  winter. 

As  we  seated  ourselves  in  one  of  the  anatomical 
theatres,  and  looked  around,  we  confess  we  experienced 
a  solemn  sort  of  feeling  with  regard  to  the  fate  of  these 
young  men,  so  soon  to  be  "  let  loose  on  community." 
Our  musing  did  not  run  in  a  line  with  that  of  Xerxes, 
who  could  not  without  a  sigh  think  of  so  many  mortals 
so  soon  to  be  worth  only  their  price  for  dissecting  mate- 
rial, but  it  led  us  to  consider  their  probable  destiny 
while  yet  in  condition  to  kick  up  a  dust  on  earth.  Per- 
haps one  in  ten  of  them  to  succeed  in  finding  his  bread 
before  his  teeth  to  masticate  it  are  "all  out  by  age;" 
another  tenth  making  a  living  by  hard  work,  and  leav- 
ing a  beggarly  account  of  dirty  bottles,  and  a  good 
name,  for  the  widow  and  little  ones  ;  a  fraction  of  them 
successful  in  digging  out  a  niche  in  the  granite  facade 
of  Fame's  temple,  and  taking  their  position  there,  to  be 
stoned  and  mocked  while  living,  and  immortalized  when 
dead  ;  a  much  larger  fraction  slipping  out,  by  degrees,  of 
a  profession  of  which  they  might  prove  ornaments,  if 
only  the  world  and  they  could  agree  upon  the  question 
of  their  worth.  Every  one  of  them  is  to  be  turned  out 
of  bed  on  frosty  nights,  to  spend  his  time  freely  in 
abodes  of  poverty,  filth,  and  contagion,  by  the  threshold 
of  which  ordinary  benevolence  hurries  along,  clapping 
his  scented  handkerchief  to  his  nose — to  be  blamed  for 
failing  to  rescue  patients  for  whom  Death  shows  an 
authenticated  warrant  from  the  Master — to  be  cursed 
for  presenting  a  bill,  whose  whole  amount  he  himself 
had  to  fork  over  to  buy  up  the  conscience  of  that  savage 
constable.  There  are  tough  times  ahead  for  you,  ye 
rollicking,  careless,  noisy  "meds."  ^But  then,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  appearance  you  generally  put  on 
when  you  have  bceu  "out  in  the  world"  a  dozen 


years,  probably,  the  greater  part  of  these  solemn  sor- 
rows—these bitters  in  your  cup,  are  "  all  in  the  eye." 
Men  get  in  the  habit  of  taking  bitters  after  a  wjiile.  and 
rather  seem  to  enjoy  them.  And  we  suspect  that  the 
sheep-skin  which  so  instantaneously  converts  you  from 
undergraduate  demi-rowdies,  into  dignified  doctors, 
whose  smallest  sigh  or  slightest  shake  of  the  head  is 
ominous,  introduces  you  to  a  great  many  good  times 
that  we  know  nothing  of.  Your  life  seems  to  the  out- 
siders, a  "  melancholy  waiting  upon  misery.*'  Very 
likely,  to  the  initiated  there  is  something  in  it  that  con- 
strues dull,  leaden  details  into  golden  experiences — 
matters  which  disgust  us,  into  topics  of  very  pleasurable 
as  well  as  profitable  excitement.  Other  men  fail  with 
age.  Your  wisdom  is  supposed  to  grow  most  mellow 
and  rich  to  the  end.  You  get  such  a  clue  to  every- 
body's affairs  that  you  get  respected,  through  fear, 
when  you  don't  deserve  it  for  any  other  cause.  If  you 
you  behave  yourselves,  when  very  old,  j'our  old  patients 
refuse  to  get  well  without  your  aid,  and  think  it  very 
hard  to  die  in  your  absence.  Nobody  appreciates  your 
services  more  than  we,  and  nobody  more  .heartily  depre- 
cates the  need  of  them.  Quis. 


Selected  Items. 

"The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  complains 
that  its  articles  are  stolen  by  the  'Eclectic'  and  other 
periodicals,  and  published  without  credit.  No  wonder 
— any  respectable  medical  Journal,  which  so  far  coun- 
tenances and  encourages  quackery,  as  to  exchange  with 
the  homoeopathic  and  Eclectic  Journals,  and  to  adver- 
tise the  homoeopathic  and  female  medical  colleges  of 
Pennsylvania,  must  expect  to  be  robbed,  not  only  of  its 
articles,  but  also  of  its  good  name." 

Dr.  John  Neil  has  been  appointed  Surgeon  to  the 
Philadelphia  Hospital.  The  hospital  staff  now  consists 
of  four  surgeons  and  three  physicians. 

What  is  the  probable  amount  of  fees  received  by 
all  practitioners  in  the  United  States,  for  purely  medical 
and  surgical  services — and  how  does  the  amount  com- 
pare with  that  received  by  Lawyers  and  Clergymen? 

Important  Correction. — In  Cbristison's  Dispensato- 
ry, edited  by  Griffith,  the  dose  of  hydrargyri  biniodidum 
is,  through  mistake,  set  down  at  from  one  to  four  ff  rains, 
whereas  it  should  be  from  one-sixteenth  to  one-fourth  of 
a  grain.  Those  who  have  the  woik  should  be  careful 
to  correct  this,  as  a  mistake  of  the  kind  might  prove 
fatal. 

The  Legislature  of  Georgia  at  its  last  session,  appro- 
priated five  thousand  dollars  to  the  Thompsonian,  or 
Botanic  school,  located  at  Macon  in  that  State.  We 
hope  that  the  first  act  of  the  institution  will  be  to  con- 
fer the  honorary  degree  of  A.  S.  S.  on  each  one  of 
the  wiseacres  who  voted  for  the  appropriation.  Serious- 
ly speaking,  this  is  a  foul  blot  on  the  chaiacter  of  the 
State. 
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Dr.  Albau  Goldsmith's  Lecture  on  Strictures. 

Continued  from  No.  13,  Vol.  2.  pp.  151,  152. 

Another  method  of  treatment  has  lately  produced 
much  controversy, — that  of  opening  stricture  exter- 
nally as  recommended  by  Professor  Syme  of  Edinburgh. 

It  seems  to  me  that,  controversy  on  this  subject,  is 
unnecessary  ;  and  I  can  see  no  reason,  why  any  one  at 
this  day,  should  claim  this  mode  of  treatment  as  a  dis- 
covery. It  has  been  adopted  by  myself,  and  by  other 
surgeons,  for  many  years  past;  and  although  I  give 
the  preference  to  the  other  before  mentioned  methods, 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  yet  we  know,  that  owing  to 
the  great  variety  of  stricture,  and  the  great  difference 
of  constitution  where  the  disease  exists,  that  this  mode 
of  treatment  is  sometimes  necessary. 

Whenever  it  is  possible  to  introduce  a  bougie  of  any 
size  into  the  bladder ;  as  I  have  said  before,  stricture 
can  best  be  treated  by  a  continued  series  of  dilatation. 
So  much  depends  upon  the  skill  of  the  operator,  in  in- 
troducing the  bougie,  that  it  is  difficult  to  insist  upon 
this  treatment;  but  still,  I  would  advise  a  persevering 
effort  to  do  so,  in  preference  to  resorting  to  any  other 
method.  Sometimes  a  case  occurs  where  the  stricture 
is  perfectly  impermeable  and  the  retention  entire;  un- 
der such  circumstances  it  becomes  necessary  to  resort 
to  some  other  plan. 

If  after  the  use  of  the  warm  baths,  purgatives,  etc. 
the  stricture  continues  so  tight  as  to  resist  the  bougie, 
the  propriety  then  suggests  itself  of  adopting  some 
other  course.  Should  the  stricture  be  short,  and  an- 
terior to  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra  then, 
external  incission  may  be  resorted  to  very  properly ;  or, 
when  the  parts  are  indurated  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  the  stricture  has  been  of  long  standing,  it  may  be 
proper  treatment ;  but,  when  the  stricture  is  posterior  to 
the  junction  of  the  bulbous  and  membranous  portion 
of  the  urethra;  theu,  the  operation  becomes  a  matter 
of  grave  consideration.  Where  the  extent  of  the  stric- 
ture is  short,  I  have  generally  resorted  to  forcing  the 
bougie  through,  and,  thus  far,  have  always  succeeded  ; 
relying  upon  guiding  the  instrument,  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  finger  to  the  peranum  and  within  the  rec- 
tum. 

The  following  case  occurred  to  me  in  1831,  C.  B.  a 
clerk  in  a  store,  came  to  Louisville  Hospital,  with  stric- 
ture of  about  two  years'  standing ;  he  passed  his  urine 
by  drops,  and  with  great  difficulty. 

On  examination,  1  found  a  tumour  of  the  size  of  a 
filbert,  in  the  perineum;  apparently,  about  the  mem- 
branous portion  of  the  urethra;  on  introducing  the  bou- 
gie, it  stopped  just  enterior  to  the  tumor. 

I  ordered  a  warm  bath  and  brisk  cathartic,  and  then 
made  another  attempt  to  pass  the  bougie;  on  more  tho- 
rough examination,  I  found  the  urethra  much  indurat- 
ed ;  which  hardness,  he  told  me,  had  existed  for  seve- 
ral months.  After  many  efforts  to  pass  the  bougie,  and 
finding  he  suffered  so  much  ;  I  submitted  to  him,  the 
operation  of  laying  open  the  urethra.   I  placed  ihim,  as 


is  usual  for  Lithotomy,  and  after  a  tedious  operation 
of  some  30  or  40  minutes,  and  extending  the  incission, 
nearly  to  the  prostate  gland  ;  I  succeeded  in  passing 
the  catheter  into  the  bladder.  He  suffered  a  good  deal 
of  irritation,  immediately  after  the  operation,  appa- 
rently, from  the  presence  of  the  catheter,  therefore,  I 
removed  the  silver  instrument,  and  substituted  one  of 
gum  elastic  which  I  allowed  to  remain  for  about  a  fort- 
night. The  tumour  and  induration  gradually  subsided, 
and  in  six  weeks  he  was  discharged  cured.  I  was  in 
the  habit  of  seeing  him  for  two  years  after,  there  was 
no  return  of  disease. 

My  reasons  for  resorting  to  external  incision  in  this 
case,  were:  1st.  the  tumour  which  I  believed  to  have 
originated  from  extravasated  urine,  and  the  consequent 
induration,  which  I  concluded  would  not  subside,  by 
simply  opening  the  passage,  because  these  indurations 
are  tedious  and  difficult  of  absorptions ;  2nd.  that  the 
induration  seemed  to  extend  so  far  along  along  the  me- 
thra ;  that  I  doubted  the  possibility  of  gendring  the 
catheter  safely  to  the  bladder;  3rd.  the  irritable  con. 
stitine  of  his  system,  owing  to  having  suffered  so  long 
from  the  painful  passage  of  his  urine,  led  me  to  believe 
that  the  incision  would  be  less  likely  to  increase  that 
irritation,  than  the  foucible  passage  of  the  catheter. 

[Mr.  Syme,  gives  the  following  case.  Symptoms  of 
stricture  were  first  discovered  in  a  midshipman  in  1S29, 
but  no  instrument  could  be  passed  ;  bleeding  and  hot 
baths,  being  resorted  to.  This  state  continued  until 
1836,  though,  during  the  time,  he  states  his  having 
suffered  comparatively  little,  except  having  to  make 
water  by  drops.  At  this  time,  a  severe  attack  came  on, 
and  his  sufferings  were  extreme;  but  nothing  larger  than 
a  No.  4  catheter  could  be  introduced.  In  1839,  his 
sufferings  were  so  great,  that  he  was  forced  to  leave  an 
expedition  upon  which  he  was  engaged.  Having  re- 
turned to  England,  he  placed  himself  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Guthrie,  who  succeeded  in  passing  a  No.  6  ca- 
theter, but  no  larger,  and  in  a  month  after,  the  passage 
was  as  small  as  ever,  Mr.  Syme  states:] 

In  commencing  the  treatment  of  this  case,  I  found 
little  difficulty  in  passing  bougies,  from  the  smallest 
size,  up  to  No.  5,  but  then  encountered  a  resistance, 
which  instead  of  yielding  to  dilatation,  was  increased  by 
every  ^attempt  to  accomplish  it,  with  aggravation  of  all 
the  symptoms.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  con- 
sidering the  patient's  history,  I  recommended  division 
of  the  stricture,  and  performed  it  in  the  usual  manner. 
The  operation  was  completed,  without  the  slightest  dif- 
ficulty or  delay,  with  hardly  any  pain,  and  with  no 
bleeding.  There  was  no  uneasiness  or  disturbance  af- 
terwards, so  as  even  to  interfere  with  reading  to  make 
the  time  pass.  At  the  end  of  forty-eight  hours  I  re- 
moved the  catheter,  and  left' the  patient  apparently 
quite  well.  In  the  evening  I  was  sent  for,  on  account 
of  his  being  suddenly  seized  with  vomiting  and  violent 
shivering,  soon  after  making  water  for  the.  first  time. 

To  any  one  inexperienced  in  the  operation,  ti  e  case 
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would  then  have  assumed  a  grave  aspect,  and  suggest- 
ed the  suspicion  of  urinary  infiltration;  but  as  attacks 
of  the  same  kind,  though  seldom  so  severe,  are  familiar 
to  me  as  nervous  symptoms  attendant  upon  the  urine 
resuming  its  natural  channel  just,  as  frequently  hap- 
pens after  the  operation  of  Lithotomy,  I  begged  the 
patient  and  his  friends  to  dismiss  any  apprehension, 
assuring  them  that  all  would  be  right  in  a  few  hours. 
Accordingly,  next  morning  I  found  no  trace  of  the 
evening's  disturbance,  and  from  that  time  forward  every 
thing  went  on  well.  The  patient  at  once  felt  relieved 
from  a  load  that  had  pressed  upon  him,  more  or  less 
severely  for  so  many  years ;  and  quickly  regained  his 
health  and  strength.  He  continues  in  the  enjoyment 
of  perfect  health,  and  in  writing  to  me,  has  thus  ex- 
pressed himself:  "I  may  now  say,  too,  that  no  words 
can  express  the  delight  I  feel  at  finding  myself  free 
from  this. horrible  complaint,  of  which  upward  of  twen- 
ty years'  experience  has  assured  me,  that  a  cure  could 
not  have  been  effected  by  any  other  means." 

In  this  case,  it  seems  that  the  reason  Mr.  Syme 
gives  for  performing  this  operation  is,  that  the  stricture 
was  not  dilatable,  for,  that  although  he  could  pass  a 
bougie  into  the  bladder,  yet  when  he  got  the  bougie  up 
to  No.  5,  he  could  not  dilate  it  any  farther,  from  the 
unyielding  character  of  the  induration.  Now,  I  know 
that  hi  many  cases,  there  is  great  irritability  of  the 
parts,  and  a  great  indisposition  to  yield  to  dilitation  ; 
but  I  have  generally  found  that  this  irratibility  depend- 
ed upon  some  general  derangement  of  the  system, 
which  could  be  corrected  by  promoting  the  general 
health.  It  may  however  be  said,  that  the  existence  of 
the  stricture  keeps  up  this  irritation,  and  that  it  will 
not  subside  until  the  stricture  is  removed.  But  I  have 
generally  found  that  if  a  patient  can  pass  a  stream  of 
urine  equal  to  No.  5,  that  the  constitutional  debility 
could  be  overcome ;  and  that  forcing,  the  bougie  judi- 
ciously, and  increasing  its  size  gradually ;  lessens,  rather 
than  increases  it.  I  have  sometimes  forced  a  bougie 
through  the  whole  extent  of  the  urethra,  (as  I  have  be- 
fore stated,)  where  the  patient  was  laboring  under  great 
irritability  :  and  as  soon  as  the  immediate  effects  of  the 
operation  passed  off,  this  irritability  was  greatly  dimi- 
nished. My  objections  to  Mr.  Syme's  operation  cannot 
be  traced  to  fear  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  fyom 
it ;  for  in  opening  the  urethra,  for  the  extraction  of  cal- 
culi, 1  have  seen  the  wound  heal  kindly,  even  without 
retaining  tin-  catheter  in  the  urethra. 

Again,  Mr.  Syme,  referring  to  another  form  of  stric- 
ture, savs,  "  in  this  obstinate  form  of  stricture  there  is 
not  onlv  contraction  of  the  canal,  but  also  a  remarkable 
thickening  of  the  part  affected,  which  consequently  is 
in  general  distinctly  perceptible  through  the  integu- 
ments being  felt  like  a  ring  of  firm  consistence  and  flat- 
tened form.  The  bougie,  when  introduced,  is  firmly 
grasped,  so  as  to  be  withdrawn  with  difficulty,  and  the. 
parent.  so  far  from  experiencing  reji.e?  afterwards,  usu- 
ally suiters  ;m  aggravation  of  distress,    It  is  difficult  to 


account  for  those  differences  from  the  cases  of  ordinary 
occurrence,  or  to  explain  the  origin  of  a  disiase  so  pe- 
culiar in  its  characters.  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace 
any  connexion  between  the  effect  in  question,  and  the 
cause  giving  rise  to  it,  or  to  distinguish  any  speciality  o. 
constitution  favoring  its  production.  But  that  there  may 
be  some  predisposition  depending  upon  the  tempera- 
ment, would  appear  from  the  hereditary  and  collatoral 
connexion  occasionally  observed  between  patients  thus 
affected." 

He  has  stated  the  case  previous  to  making  these  re 
marks ;  and  it  is  exactly  analagous  to  such  as  I  have 
generally  been  able  to  trace  to  what  I  call  a  Rheumatic 
diathesis.  A  remarkable  case  of  this  kind  came  under 
my  treatment  many  years  ago,  in  which  I  operated 
upon  Mr.  Syme's  plan,  without  success. 

I  find  among  my  memoranda  the  following  details 
of  the  case :  Mr.  A.  R.  teacher  in  a  seminary,  30  years 
of  age,  bilious,  rheumatic  temperament,  consulted  me  in 
1832,  with  an  indurated  stricture  about  two  inches  from 
the  meatus.  The  stream  of  urine  was  about  the  size  of 
a  knitting  needle.  Four  years  previously  he  had  con- 
tracted gonorrhea,  which  kept  up  an  occasional  dis- 
charge for  about  one  year;  a  month  after  the  running 
had  ceased,  he  experienced  pain  in  urinating,  and  the 
stream  was  irregular ;  this  difficulty  had  gradually  in- 
creased until  the  period  when  he  consulted  me.  I  in- 
troduced a  small  bougie,  and  every  other  day  increased 
the  size,  until  the  urethra  was  enlarged  beyond  its  na- 
thral  size.  He  passed  a  full-sized  stream,  and  I  con- 
sidered the  disease  cured.  About  three  weeks  after  he 
returned  with  the  stricture  as  bad  as  at  first.  I  again 
dilated  the  canal,  and  then  introduced  a  large  catheter, 
and  kept  it  there  for  six  weeks,  exchanging  it  occasion- 
ally. 

The  urine  passed  around  the  catheter,  and  I  again 
discharged  him  as  cured.  Six  weeks  after  he  returned 
again,  and  notwithstanding  that  he  had  avoided  all  ex- 
citing causes,  yet  the  stricture  was  very  little  relieved. 
I  tried  the  cauterising  and  dilating  plau,  combined  for 
about  six  mouths  ;  yet,  six  weeks  after  I  had  consider- 
ed the  disease  removed,  he  presented  himself  again.  I 
then  used  the  lancet  catheter,  incising  the  parte  freely, 
and  kept  the  canal  open  until  the  wound  healed.  This 
treatment  relieved  him  for  so  long  a  time  that  he  con- 
gratulated himself  upon  a  permanent  cure.  This  was 
in  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  I  sent  him  South,  for  the 
winter ;  in  the  spring  he  returned  and  was  very  much, 
though  not  thoroughly  relieved,  and  remained  so  until 
the  next  fall,  when  he  again  applied  to  me.  He  had 
been  much  troubled  with  rheumatism,  and  his  stricture 
was  nearly  as  bad'as  ever.  I  then  introduced  a  groov- 
ed director  and  made  an  incision  of  about  an  inch  in 
length ;  keeping  a  cathether  in  the  bladder  until  the 
wound  was  healed  ;  he  spent  the  winter  in  a  warm  cli- 
mate, and  returned  nearly  free  from  disease  until  the 
following,  fall,  when  I  put  him  upon  a  course  of  Sarsa- 
parilla,  and  Hydriodate  of  Potash,  which  kepi  him  in 
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tolerable  condition.  Bat  whenever  he  took  a  cold,  his 
rheumatism  returned,  and  his  stricture  contracted  ;  and 
lie  was  obliged  to  use  a  bougie.  Finding  that  the  di- 
sease was  dependent  upon  rheumatic  diathesis,  I  forbore 
to  use  further  local  treatment,  except  an  occasional  in- 
troduction of  the  bougie. 

miscellaneous. 

The  case  of  "bungling  surgery"  alluded  to  in  our 
last,  turns  out  to  have  been  a  blundering  diagnosis.  In- 
stead of  being  Osteo  aneurism  for  which  it  was  mistaken, 
the  manglers  after  tying  the  anterior  and  posterior  ti- 
bial, and  then  the  femoral,  have  made  the  sapient  dis- 
covery that  there  is  no  aneurism  in  the  case,  but  that 
the  tumor  is  malignant/  and  we  learn  amputation  is 
the  last  resource  of  the  trio  concerned.  Alas  for  the 
science  of  which  the  unfortunate  young  lady  is  to  be 
the  victim. 

The  proceedings  of  the  various  State  Medical  Socie- 
ties throughout  the  Union  are  reaching  our  table  by  al- 
most every  mail.  They  are  voluminous  and  valuable 
documents,  and  creditable  to  the  profession.  Those 
from  Alabama  and  Illinois  are  before  us,  and  contain 
much  which  we  would  gladly  publish  if  we  had  room. 
They  show  a  sound  state  of  medical  opinion,  and  a  just 
appreciation  of  the  morale  of  the  profession. 

"  Billy  McConncll,  or  the  Witch  Doctor"  is  the 
title  of  a  work  published  at  Cincinnati,  for  popular  en- 
lightenment in  relation  to  Spirit  Rappings,  Mesmerism, 
Clairvoyance  and  Psychometry.  It  deserves  a  wide 
diffusion  among  the  people. 

Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  Boston,  ascribes  the  cause 
of  death  occurring  in  anaesthesia,  to  the  poison  of  fusel 
oil  in  the  chloroform  used,  which  he  says  is  owing  to 
criminal  carelessness  in  its  preparation,  and  much  of 
such  poison  chloroform  is  in  the  market. 

Dr.  Brou  n  Seqnard's  experimental  lectures  on  Elec- 
tro-Physiology, with  numerous  vivisections,  are  an- 
nounced to  the  physicians  of  the  city  by  a  circular,  as 
about  to  commence.  The  obvious  objection  to  the  use 
of  chloroform  for  sparing  the  sufferings  of  the  animals 
to  be  sacrificed,  that  it  would  defeat  the  object  by  its 
morbid  results  upon  the  nerves  to  be  examined,  will,  we 
apprehend,  prevent  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion,  hu- 
manely made,  but  in  forgetfulness  of  the  pathological 
effects,  which  would  be  fatal  to  purely  physiological 
inquiries. 

Chloroform  Ointment  for  Hemicrania  and  JYeural- 
gia. — M.  Cazenave,  of  Bordeaux,  recommends  the  above 
ointment,  which  h  p;vp  ired  as  follows  :  Pure  chloroform 
three  drachms  ;  cyanide  of  potassium,  two  drachms  and 
a  half:  axunge,  two  ounces;  add  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  white  wax  to  make  an  ointment  of  the  usual  consis- 
tence. Lancet,  July  31,  1852. 

Ht'manitij  of  the  Medical  Profession. — Amongst 
the  leading  characteristics  of  the  medical  character, 
humanity  is  one  of  the  most  prominent.    At  the  call  of 


the  lowest  and  meanest,  at  all  hours  and  in  all  seasons, 
the  medical  practitioner  never  fails  to  attend  to  the  cry 
of  the  suffering  and  the  diseased  ;  and  this,  in  too  many 
instances,  without  the  slightest  expectation  of  fee  or 
reward.  The  services  thus  rendered  to  humanity  are 
beyond  all  calculation.  The  charitable  exertions  of 
every  other  profession  and  calling,  "pale  "  before  those 
of  the  humane  practitioner  of  medicine.  Lancet,  Aug.  14, 1852. 

Quadruple  Birth. — A  young  woman  was  lately 
delivered,  in  Cork,  of  four  living  children,  two  boys 
and  two  girls,  who,  with  the  mother,  are  reported  "  to 
be  as  well  as  can  be  expected."  Quadruple  births  are 
somewhat  rare,  but  it  is  still  more  rare  to  find  that  all 
the  four  children  survive. 

The  professor  of  surgery,'  Mr.  Paget,  in  his  first 
;  lecture  upon  the  "malignant  tumor,"  at  the  roval  col- 
lege of  surgeons,  made  the  staitling  announcement  that 
,  persons  operated  upon  for  cancer,  died,  upon  an  ave- 
rage, thirteen  months  sooner  of  their  disease  than  those 
!  who  were  not  operated  upon. 

j  "  Medical  politics  must  run  high  in  New- York,  as 
Prof.  Draper  has  notified  the  New-York  Academy  of 

,  Medicine,  that  the  faculty  of  the  University  do  not  re- 
cognize that  body.    It  remains  to  be  seen  what  the 

j  Academy  will  do  in  view  of  so  severe  a  calamity." 

Cholera. 

'  The  Buffalo  Medical  Journal  contains  an  able  Report 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Medical  Society  of  that  citv  upon 

,  the  "  influence  of  upturning  the  soil  in  the  causation  of 
Cholera."  Professor  F.  H.  Hamilton  was  the  Chairman. 
We  can  only  find  room  for  its  conclusion. 

Recapitulation. — The  conclusions  to  which  we  have 
\  arrived  then  are, 

I  First.  That  upturning  of  the  soil,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, will  produce  certain  forms  of  disease,  such 
1        as  intermittents,  <fcc. 

;  Second.  That  in  all  these  cases  where  newly  opened 
j  '  soil  occasions  fevers,  it  is  the  old  and  decaying-  vege- 
j  table  matter  thus  brought  to  the  surface  which  chief, 
j  Iy,  if  not  alone,  produces  the  diseases  which  result. 
Third.  Decaying  vegetable  matter  may  produce  not 

only  fevers,  but  also,  probably  as  an  exciting  cause, 

Asiatic  cholera. 
Fourth.  That  as  an  inevitable  ivftrence,  vpturning  of 

the  soil  may,  in  the  same  manner,  produce  Asiatic 

cholera. 

Fifth.  That  in  our  city  there  are  many  localities  under 
which  vegetable  soil  has  been  buried  ;  and  that  in  all 
those  parts  the  exposure  of  this  under  soil  to  the  air 
may  become  an  exciting  cause  of  cholera. 

Sixth.  That  upturning  of  a  clay,  or  sandy  soil,  which 
is  impregnated  with  vegetable  matter,  may  also,  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  such  organic  materials 
coutained,  prove  a  source  of  cholera. 
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We  wish  it  to  be  understood,  however,  that  we  re- 
gard this  cause  as  quite  inconsiderable  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases. 

Seventh.  That  independent  of  the  nature  of  the  materials 
composing  the  soil,  the  obstructions  occasioned  there- 
by to  the  free  passage  of  water  along  the  gutters, 
renders  upturning  of  the  soil  indirectly  a  source  of 
cholera ;  and  not  alone  in  the  manner  now  indicated, 
but  also  by  forming  irregular  basins  which  contain 
water,  as  in  many  ploughed  and  unpaved  streets, 
and  upon  the  "  fiats." 

Finally,  the  practical  indifferences  to  be  made  from  all 
we  have  said,  are, 

An  active,  and  intelligent  Board  of  Health,  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council 
and  citizens,  can  do  more  for  the  arrest  of  the  Asia- 
tic cholera,  than  the  most  able  body  of  medical  men ; 
since  with  them  rests  the  task,  so  comparatively 
easy,  of  removing  the  causes  ;  while  with  physicians 
only  remains  the  work,  so  often  impossible,  of  ap- 
plying the  remedy. 

To  this  end,  and  that  our  city  may  become  again 
as  salubrious  as  it  was  known  to  be  before  its  rapid 
growth  had  turned  its  pastures  into  pools,  and  its 
streets  into  muddy  sewers — as  healthy,  and  as  free 
from  epidemics  as  Utica,  Schenectady,  Troy,  Albany, 
or  indeed  as  any  of  our  older  sister  cities,  which  are 
now  enjoying  an  enviable  exemption  from  the  present 
epidemic;  and  for  which  they  are  indebted,  no  doubt 
mainlv,  to  their  complete  drainnge,  and  to  the  per- 
fection of  their  public  works,  such  as  grading,  pav- 
ing, sewerage,  &c. — to  this  end,  we  repeat,  it  is  ne- 
cessary that  no  narrow  system  of  party  interest,  or 
mean  economy  should  prevail ;  but  influenced  by  en- 
larged views,  which  will  esteem  the  lives  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens paramount  to  all  other  considerations, 
pecuniary  or  political,  a  plan  must  be  devised,  and 
a  work  carried  out  commensurate  with  the  magni- 
tude of  the  evil  to  be  abated. 

Were  it  necessary,  however,  we  might  easily  de- 
monstrate that  even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
the  owners  of  property  would  find  such  expenditures 
remunerative.  The  reputation  of  increased  salubrity 
which  our  town  soon  must  enjoy,  would,  we  have 
no  doubt,  return  a  quick  interest  for"  every  dollar 
thus  laid  out. 

By  such  measures  as  the  following  are  these  re- 
sults only  to  be  attained  : 

By  a  system  of  sewerage,  perfect  and  co-extensive  with 
the  city  limits,  or  at  least  with  occupied  dwellings. 

By  draining  every  cellar,  and  every  lot  whose  level  is 
below  the  street,  or 

By  filling  up  vacant  and  undrained  grounds. 

By  paving  every  street  and  lane,  at  least  in  those  por- 
tions of  the  town  where  clay  or  alluvium  prepon- 
derate. 

By  removing  all  obstructions  which  arrest  or  retard  the 
flow  of  water  through  the  gutters.    For  it  ought  to 


be  strongly  impressed,  that  a  very  small  basin  of 
stagnant  water  is,  at  certain  seasons,  the  source  of 
a  very  large  amount  of  poisonous  malaria. 

By  sweeping  the  streets  thoroughly,  once  or  twice  a 
week;  and  not  allowing  the  dirt  to  be  again  sifted 
and  scattered  along  the  way  by  the  loose  wagons 
with  which  its  removal  is  attempted. 

By  requiring  builders  to  occupy  less  room  with  their  ma- 
terials ;  and  especially  by  requiring  them  so  to  con- 
fine their  sand,  &c.  as  that  it  may  not  be  worked 
and  blown  about,  rendering  it  impossible  to  keep 
cleanly  swept  any  portion  of  the  street  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. 

By  opening  cess-pools  in  winter  alone ;  or  if  they  must 
be  opened  in  hot  summer  nights,  by  at  least  insisting 
that  they  shall  not  be  emptied  through  the  whole 
length  of  our  most  public  avenues. 

By  permitting  no  vegetables,  kitchen  slops,  or  other  offal, 
to  be  deposited  for  one  moment  in  any  street,  or  to 
be  thrown  into  the  sewers  ;  but  requiring  that  it  shall 
be  deposited  in  barrels  or  tubs  conveniently  placed, 
to  be  removed  daily  by  persons  employed  for  that 
purpose. 

By  even  a  system  of  domestic  espionage,  by  which  the 
health  officers  shall  feel  themselves  authorized  to  en- 
ter private  premises,  and  order  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  in  private  yards  and  cellars. 

By  not  disturbing  the  earth  during  the  summer  and  ear- 
ly fall  months,  especially  where  vegetable  mould 
has  been  buried,  unless  upon  urgent  necessity;  and 
where  the  necessity  actually  exists. 

By  returning  the  earth  to  its  place  again  before  nightfall 
and  at  no  time  permitting  it  to  obstruct  the  gutters, 
or  water  curses. 

And  if  hereafter  the  cholera  shall  return  to  us,  it  will, 
we  trust,  find  only  here  and  there  a  victim,  chosen  from 
among  that  class  whom  poverty,  or  "over-crowding," 
or  habits  of  personal  filth,  or  intemperance,  or  other  de- 
pressing vices,  or  habitual  and  gross  imprudence,  have 
most  eminently  predisposed  to  the  disease.  The  causes 
will  be  confined  to  every  man's  own  dwelling,  and  to 
every  man's  own  self ;  and  against  such  causes,  thank 
God,  we  who  are  above  want,  may  provide. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Frank  H.  Hamilton,  Chairman, 

Piiineas  H.  Strong,  )  „ 

tt  wj  >  Committee. 

Charles  H.  W  ilcox,  ) 


Electro-Physiology. 

Dr.  Brown  Sequard,  of  Paris,  is  winning  golden  opi- 
nions from  the  profession  of  New-York,  many  of  whom 
are  profiting  by  his  interesting  and  useful  lectures  and 
demonstrations  on  the  physiology  and  pathology  of  the 
nervous  system.  He  is  art  au  fait  in  all  that  appertains 
to  modern  Physiology,  and  his  numerous  vivisections 
are  conducted  with  a-delicacy,  and  sang  froide,  which 
divests  them  of  any  semblance  of  repulsiveness.  Frogs, 
birds,  rabbits,  dogs,  and  guinea  pigs,  are  chosen  for  the 
purpose. 
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.Lectures  ou  Uterine  Displacements, 

BY  B.  FORDYCE  BARKER,  M.  D. 
Prof,  of  Midwifery,  etc.  in  die  Kew-York  Medical  College. 

[Reported  by  B.  J.  Roath,  M.  D.] 

Gentlemen  : — I  propose  to  study  with  you,  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  our  regular  course  on  Mid- 
wifery and  Diseases  of  women,  the  subject  of  Uterine 
Displacements.  I  have  selected  this  subject,  because  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  tendency,  at  the  present  day,  is 
to  overlook  and  neglect  this  important  class  of  affections. 
It  is  overshadowed  in  the  study  of  the  inflammatory 
affections  of  this  organ. 

The  great  value  and  importance  of  the  advances 
which  have  been  made  in  the  Diagnosis  and  Pathology 
of  Uterine  Disease,  especially  the  inflammatory  affections 
of  this  organ  and  its  appendages,  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated. 

But  there  is  danger  that  old  facts  and  old  truths 
may  be  forgotten  in  the  zealous  pursuit  of  the  new. 

Displacement  in  some  form  or  other  is  a  very  com- 
mon affection.  Indeed,  some  of  the  older  writers  regard 
it  as  the  most  frequent  of  all  the  chronic  diseases,  to 
which  women  in  civilized  society  are  liable.  The  symp- 
toms which  arise  from  Displacements  are  very  nume- 
rous, extremely  variable,  and  frequently  rebellious  to 
treatment.  These  symptoms  are  such  as  are  common 
to  a  great  variety  of  different  affections  of  the  uterus. 
Thus,  menorrhagia,  dysmenorrhea,  leucorrhea,  bearing 
down  pains,  rectal  and  vesical  tenesmus,  etc.  indicate, 
that  there  is  some  uterine  trouble,  but  none  of  these 
general  symptoms  are  characteristic  of  any  one  parti- 
cular affection.  Professor  Simpson  of  Edinburgh  has 
well  expressed  the  truth,  that  there  are  a  great  number 
of  general  symptoms  which  indicate  that  the  uterus  or 
its  appendages  are  the  seat  of  disease,  but  none  which 
are  pathognomonic  of  the  particular  disease,  in  the  fol- 
lowing proposition  :  "The  general  and  local  functional 
symptoms  of  disease  of  the  uterus  are  such  as  to  en- 
able us  to  localize,  without  enabling  us  to  specialize  the 
exact  existing  affection  of  the  organ."  The  medical 
man,  therefore;  who  would  diagnosticate  inflammation  or 
ulceration,  or  any  other  disease  of  the  cervix  on  the  one 
hand,  or  prolapsus  or  retroversion  on  the  other,  from 
the  rational  symptoms  alone,  would  be  utterly  at  fault. 
So  then,  in  studying  the  subject  of  uterine  displacement, 
we  shall  necessarily  be  obliged  to  study  carefully,  not 
only  all  the  functional  symptoms  of  uterine  disease,  but 
also  all  the  signs  derived  from  the  improved  methods 
of  physical  exploration. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  symptoms  arising  from 
displacement  of  the  uterus,  we  must  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  its  normal  position.  I  shall  therefore  de- 
tain you  for  a  few  moments  with  a  brief  description  of 
the  uterus  and  its  anatomical  relations  in  the  cavity  of 
the  pelvis. 

[The  anatomical  description  of  the  uterus  and  its  re- 
lations, we  omit.  Rep.] 

Any  change  of  position  by  which  the  uterus  loses 
its  place  in  the  centre  of  the  pelvis,  with  the  bladder  be- 


fore aud  the  rectum  behind  it,  and  its  long  diameter 
corresponding  with  the  axis  of  the  brim,  is  a  displace- 
ment. But  some  displacements  are  physiological,  as  the 
descent  of  the  uterus  in  the  early  months  of  .pregnancy, 
its  ascent  in  the  latter  months. 

The  pathological  displacements  are  prolapsus,  that 
is  a  depression  of  the  uterus  below  its  natural  level  in 
the  pelvis.  Retroversion,  where  the  fundus  falls  below 
the  promontory  down  into  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  at 
the  same  time  the  cervix  rises  up  behind  the  symphisis 
pubis;  anteversion,  where  the  fundus  falls  forward  to- 
wards the  pubis,  the  cervix  being  directed  backwards 
towards  the  sacrum,  the  uterus,  as  in  retroversion  occu- 
pying a  transverse  position  in  the  pelvis.  On  the  table 
before  you,  you  see  models  representing  each  of  these 
displacements,  and  also  two  other  forms  of  displacement, 
in  which  the  cervix  retains  its  normal  position,  but  the 
uterus  is  bent  upon  itself,  backwards  in  the  one,  retro- 
flexion, anteriorly  in  the  other,  anteflexion.  By  far  the 
most  frequent  variety  of  these  displacements  is  prolap- 
sus. It  occurs  most  frequently  in  females  beyond  the 
middle  age  who  have  borne  children,  but  it  is  also  met 
with  irt  all  ages,  and  in  virgins.  Several  instances  are 
even  reported  of  its  occurrence  in  children.  Every  de- 
gree of  variety  may  be  met  with,  from  the  case  where 
the  uterus  only  settles  down  lower  into  the  middle  of 
the  vagina,  which  enlarges  to  afford  lodgement  for  it ;  to 
the  case  where  it  projects  in  the  vulva,  dragging  the 
vagina  with  it,  and  forming  a  tumour  between  the  thighs. 
Different  terms  have  been  used  by  authors  to  indicate 
these  degrees  as  relaxation,  uelapsus,  prolapsus,  proci- 
dentia, etc.  but  these  terms  as  indicating  the  degree  of 
descent  have  only  been  productive  of  confusion,  as  the 
second  degree  is  called  procidentia,  and  the  third  de- 
gree prolapsus  by  some,  while  others  call  the  second 
degree  prolapsus,  and  the  third,  procidentia.  Nearly 
all  authors  make  three  degrees  of  prolapsus :  1st.  where 
the  uterus  loses  its  proper  level  in  the  pelvis,  the  cer- 
vix resting  on  the  perineum,  the  vaginal  canal  being 
somewhat  shortened,  but  without  anv  change  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  uterine  axis.  2d,  where  the  uterus  has 
sunk  nearly  or  quite  to  the  os  externum,  the  upper  half 
of  the  vagina  being  everted,  like  the  finder  of  a  glove 
with  its  top  thrust  inward,  the  axis  of  the  uterus  no 
longer  corresponding  with  the  axis  of  the  brim,  but  be- 
ing in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  outlet  of  the  pel- 
vis. 3d,  where  there  is  complete  protrusion  of  the  ute- 
rus beyond  the  vulva,  the  uterine  tumour  being  covered 
by  the  vagina,  which  is  completely  turned  inside  out. 

Perhaps  the  least  objectionable  and  most  significant 
terms,  as  applied  to  these  degrees  of  prolapsus,  are 

I  those  employed  by  Dr.  Herring,  the  translator  of 
Boivin  and  Duges  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Uterus.  I 
shall  therefore  use  the  terms,  incipient-prolapsus,  semi- 

:  prolapsus,  and  cemplete  prolapsus.  It  is  of  great  im- 
portance to  understand  the  causes  of  prolapsus  in  order 
to  judge  correctly  as  to  its  appropriate  treatment.  The 
principal  causes  assigned  by  authors  are  :  1st.  Increased, 
capacity  and  relaxation  of  the  v;;gina.    2d.  Weak^gs 
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and  undue  expanston  of  the  broad  and  round  ligaments 
of  the  uterus. 

3d.  Augmentation  of  the  volume  and  weight  of  the 
uterus.  There  has  been  a  great  diversity  of  opinion 
among  authors  as  to  the  causes.  Lisfranc,  Cruveilhier, 
Bennct,  and  others,  are  disposed  to  ascribe  prolapsus 
solely  to  increase  of  weight  of  the  uterus.  Others  refer 
it  wholly  to  relaxation  or  diminished  power  of  the  sus- 
pensory ligaments  of  the  uterus. 

On  the  other  hand,  most  ingenious  and  conclusive 
arguments  have  been  urged  by  different  authors  against 
each  of  these  causes,  so  that  taking  all  their  arguments 
together,  there  should  be  no  such  thing  as  prolapsus 
known.  One  believes  that  relaxation  of  the  vagina  can- 
not be  a  pathological  cause  of  prolapsus,  because  the 
vagina  is  an  organ  susceptible  of  developement  to  an 
almost  indefinite  extent,  and  can  scarcely  have  been  in- 
tended to  maintain  a  degree  of  contractedness  sufficient 
to  enable  it  to  sustain  the  uterus  in  any  given  position, 
and  because  the  vagina  is  actually  the  most  ample, 
where,  if  the  vagina  is  to  support  the  uterus,  it  should 
be  the  most  contracted. 

Others  assert  that  relaxation  of  the  uterine  liga- 
ments is  the  effect  of  prolapsus  and  not  its  cause.  Pro- 
fessor Burns  and  Dr.  Ashwell,  found  by  experiment  on 
the  dead  body,  that  by  cutting  the  ligaments  the  uterus 
could  not  be  made  to  protrude  without  much  force. 
A  wain  it  is  asserted  by  others,  that  there  is  frequently 
marked  increased  weight  of  the  uterus,  without  any 
proportionate  descent  of  the  organ. 

These  objections  may  all  hold  good  against  any  ex- 
clusive view  as  to  the  cause  of  prolapsus.  But  Vidal  is 
undoubtedly  correct  in  refering  the  causes  to  the  three 
following  orders : 

1st.  Those  which  refer  to  the  state  of  the  vagina 
and  pelvis. 

2d.  Those  which  refer  to  the  attachments  of  the 
uterus^  viz :  the  ligaments. 

3d.  Those  causes  inherent  to  the  uterus  itself.  A 
large  pelvis,  with  a  capacious  lax  vagina,  itself  disposed 
to  prolapsus,  singularly  predisposes  the  uterus  to  pro- 
lapse. The  uterine  ligaments,  like  all  other  ligaments, 
may  become  relaxed.  They  may  become  enfeebled  by 
repeated  pregnancies,  or  by  changes  in  the  constitution 
of  the  woman. 

All  that  which  augments  the  volume  or  weight  of 
the  uterus,  operate,  sooner  or  later,  in  effecting  a  change 
in  the  situation  of  the  uterus.  Thus  fibrous  tumors, 
cancers,  polypi,  inflammations,  or  other  lesions  of  the 
cervix,  may  produce  a  change  in  the  position  of  the 
uterus.  Of  the  predisposing  causes,  by  far  the  most 
common  is  too  early  resumption  of  the  erect  posture 
after  labor.  During  gestation  the  ligaments  of  the 
uterus  are  for  a  long  time  greatly  elongated.  At  the 
time  Of  labor,  the  vagina  is  greatly  distended  by  the 
passage  of  the  foetus.  During  gestation  the  uterus  in- 
creases in  weight  from  two  ounces  to  twenty-five  or 
thirty  ounces.    After  delivery,  it  requires  from  four  to 


eight  weeks  for  it  to  return  to  its  normal  size  in  the  un- 
impregnated  condition. 

Here  then  we  have  in  gestation  a  physiological  pre- 
paration for  the  tliree  pathological  causes  which  we 
have  mentioned  of  prolapsus. 

During  menstruation  also,  the  uterus,  and  in  fact, 
all  the  sexual  organs  are  physiologically  congested. 
There  is  increased  weight  of  the  uterus,  the  ligaments 
are  stretched,  and  therefore  weakened,  the  vagina  is 
also  congested,  and  therefore  relaxed.  So  at  this  period 
any  severe  exercise,  as  lifting  a  heavy  weight,  dancing, 
running,  &c.  may  produce  displacement. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  that  it  is  much  more 
common,  owing  to  this  cause,  among  unmarried  females, 
even  young  girls,  than  is  usually  believed  or  suspected. 

Prolongea  leucorrhea  has  been  assigned  as  one  of 
the  predisposing  causes  of  prolapsus,  but  here  it  seems 
to  me,  a  coincident  symptom  of  some  other  pathological 
condition  has  been  mistaken  for  a  cause.  Those  accus- 
tomed to  treat  uterine  disease,  have  observed  that  the 
inflammatory  diseases  of  the  cervix  are  almost  invaria- 
bly attended  with  a  prolapsed  condition  of  the  organ. 
Dr.  Bennet  is  perhaps  too  exclusive  in  his  views  as  to 
the  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  cervix  being  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  prolapsus.  But  the  fact  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed, that  it  is  usually  accompanied  by  more  or  less  de- 
scent of  the  organ,  and  that  it  rises  higher  and  higher 
in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  as  the  inflammatory  affection 
progresses  towards  a  cure. 

The  symptoms  arising  from  prolapsus  are  by  no 
means  proportionate  to  the  degree  of  the  descent  of  the 
organ,  but  depend  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  suscep- 
tibility of  the  individual.  A  delicate,  irritable  woman, 
will  suffer  much  more  from  a  semi-prolapsus  than  a 
hardy,  robust  woman  accustomed  to  active  exertion, 
will  suffer  from  complete  prolapsus  of  the  organ. 

The  symptoms  are  partly  mechanical,  arising  from 
pressure  upon  the  other  organs  within  the  pelvic  cavity, 
and  partl}^  sympathetic. 

The  symptoms  of  incipient  prolapsus  do  not  appear 
suddenly  but  gradually.  There  is  a  dragging  pain  in 
the  loins  and  over  the  sacrum,  increased  by  any  exertion 
in  walking,  or  even  by  standing.  Pain  is  also  felt  in  the 
groin,  sometimes  extending  to  and  terminating  in  the 
labia.  This  is  due  to  the  stretching  of  the  round  liga- 
ments, Leucorrhea  is  almost  a  constant  symptom.  This 
may  arise  from  the  excitement  produced  in  the  muci- 
parous glands  of  the  vagina,  by  the  irritation  of  the  cer- 
vix pressing  upon  them,  or  to  the  associate  disease  of 
the  cervix.  Strangury  is  sometimes  complained  of,  and 
indicates  more  or  less  inflammation  of  the  prolapsed 
cervix  and  the  parts  contiguous  to  it.  The  function  of 
menstruation  is  said  to  be  rarely  suspended  in  the  majo- 
rity of  cases.  However,  I  do  not  think  this  is  true  as 
regards  young  women.  In  them  incipient  prolapsus  is 
generally  accompanied  by  scanty  menstruation,  and 
!  sometimes  complete  amenorrhea.  In  some  rare  cnses, 
j  there  is  the  opposite  condition,  \'u.  :  meuorrhagia. 
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When  the  symptoms,  I  have  just  mentioned,  have  ex- 
isted for  a  long  time,  you  may  expect  to  find  the  patient 
complaining  of  nausea,  loss  of  appetite,  flatulence,  and 
constipation. 

On  a  vaginal  examination,  the  cervix  will  be  found 
within  an  inch  or  two  of  the  orifice,  and  resting  on  the 
perineum,  which  it  ought  not  to  touch.  The  vagina  is 
generally  moister  than  natural,  loose  and  flabby,  or 
smoother  and  less  corrugated  than  usual.  Incipient 
prolapsus  may  be  confounded  with  early  pregnancy,  or 
with  congenital  elongation  of  the  neck,  or  with  polypus.  > 

In  the  earliest  period  of  pregnancy,  the  uterus,  obey- 
ing the  laws  of  gravity,  sinks  down  into  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis.  The  fundus  falls  a  little  backwards  towards  the 
sacrum, .while  the  cervix  approaches  or  comes  in  contact 
with  the  perineum  and  is  directed  forward.  But  the 
absence  of  the  functional  derangements  of  pregnancy, 
and  the  presence  of  the  other  symptoms  which  I  have 
just  enumerated,  will  leave  little  liability  to  mistake 
early  pregnancy  for  incipient  prolapsus.  In  certain 
females  the  cervix  nominally  projects  more  than  an 
inch  into  the  cavity  of  the  vagina.  But  this  condition 
is  not  attended  with  the  lumbar  and  inguinal  pains,  or 
indeed,  any  of  the  other  symptoms  of  depression,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  occasional  rectal  or  vesical  tenesmus. 
Cases  are  recorded  where  incipient  prolapsus  has  been 
mistaken  for  polypus.  I  met  with  one,  in  a  young 
woman  who  had  been  married  some  eight  months. 
Menstruation  was  irregular,  profuse  and  painful.  The 
cervix  was  greatly  engorged,  pressing  on  the  perineum 
and  within  an  inch  of  the  external  orifice.  Her  ordinary 
medical  attendant  had  probably  made  a  hasty,  careless 
examination,  and  pronounced  the  case  one  of  polypus. 

Moreau  relates  a  case  exactly  the  opposite  of  this. 
A  young  woman  of  twenty,  was  sent  to  him  from  the 
provinces  on  account  of  a  supposed  prolapsus.  He 
found  a  polypus  which  he  removed  by  ligature.  Polypus 
is,  ordinarily  accompanied  by  a  sanguineous  discharge. 
Prolapsus  by  a  leucorrheal  discharge. 

The  inferior  extremity  of  the  polypus  is  the  largest. 
This  fact  and  the  absence  of  the  os  tinea?  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  determine  the  difference  between  the  two.  The 
diagnosis  of  incipient  prolapsus  is  by  no  means  complete, 
on  ascertaining  that  the  organ  is  depressed.  However, 
I  will  reserve  what  I  have  to  say  on  this  point,  until  I 
come  to  speak  of  the  treatment. 

The  symptoms  of  semi-prolapsus  are  only  an  exag- 
geration of  those  first  described.  The  long  diameter  of 
the  uterus  corresponds  with  the  axis  of  the  outlet.  The 
uterus  compresses  the  rectum  and  the  bladder,  and 
there  is  frequently  difficulty  in  evacuating  these  organs. 
Obstinate  constipation  from  a  mechanical  cause  is  not 
unusual.  The  strangury  arising  from  this,  as  remarked 
by  Sir  Charles  Clark,  differs  from  that  arising  from 
other  causes,  in  that  it  goes  off  when  the  patient  lies 
down. 

In  complete  prolapsus  the  uterus  has  become  an 
external  tumour,  covered  by  the  vagina.  The  bladder 
is  turned  backwards  and  withdrawn  from  the  pressure 


of  the  abdominal  muscles,  so  that  it  is  evacuated  with 
difficulty  and  incompletely.  The  mucous  membrane  of 
the  vagina  covering  the  uterus,  loses  its  destructive 
character  as  muceus  membrane,  becomes  dry  and  re- 
sembles skin.  By  the  friction  of  the  thighs,  the  clothes, 
etc.  the  surface  becomes  eecoriated,  and  superficial  ul- 
cerations taka  place.  In  some  cases,  inflammation  is 
excited  which  results  in  gangrene  and  separation  of  the 
uterns.  The  general  symptoms  of  complete  prolapsus 
are  often  much  less  severe  than  tnose  occurring  in  semi 
paolapsus. 

(To  be  Continued.) 


publications. 

Born's  Libraries.    Bangs,  Brother,  &.  Co.  in  Park-row,  New- 
York,  have  received  a  number  of  new  volumes  of  these  serial 
publications,  upon  which  literary  men  every  where  place  so 
high  a  value.    Among  them  is  the  2nd.  volume  of  Humboldt's 
Travels  to  the  Equinoctial  Regions  of  America,  &c. 
We  have  before  had  occasion  to  commend  these  libraries  to  read- 
ing men  who  will  find  all  the  standard  classics  in  the  best  trans- 
lations in  one  series,  cheaper  than  ever  before  accessible.  The 
Scientific  and  Antiquarian  Libraries  are  rich  in  these  departments, 
while  in  the  Standard  Library  will  be  found  a  variety  of  the  best 
works  in  the  English  language  in  every  department  of  literature 
and  belle  lettres.    Our  brethren  who  have  the  means  to  spare 
should  supply  themselves  with  the  entire  series,  and  especially 
with  the  Illustrated  Library,  if  they  would  excel  in  the  treasures 
of  general  learning,  to  which  no  professional  man  should  be  a 
stranger. 

Neligan  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin.    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &. 
Lea,  1852. 

This  work  is  by  the  author  of  a  former  well  known  book  ou 
Medicines,  their  Uses,  &c.  and  which  is  kighly  estimated  in  Ame- 
rica. From  a  cursory  examination,  we  judge  that  this  treatise  will 
add  to  his  already  exalted  reputation.  Its  prompt  re-publication 
here  will  confer  a  public  benefit,  for  diseases  of  the  skin  are  de- 
servedly attracting  a  larger  share  of  attention  than  heretofore, 
and  monographs  on  the  subject  by  thoroughly  practical  men  like 
Dr.  Neligan  cannot  fail  to  be  nseful. 

General  Pathology.    B^-  John  Simon,  F.  R.  S.  Philadelphia, 

Blanchard  &.  Lea,  Philadelphia. 
These  lectures  while  passing  through  their  serial  publication 
in  the  Medical  News,  we  have  had  occasion  verv  highly  to  com- 
mend, and  now  that  the  complete  work  is  before  the  profession , 
we  are  satisfied  that  theirmerit  has  not  been  overrated.  Alas,  that 
reading  physicians  should  be  so  few,  comparntivelv  to  the  whole 
number.  If  study  were  to  become  characteristic  of  all  medical 
men,  as  it  used  to  be,  such  books  as  this  would  write  the  epitaph 
of  Homoeopathy  and  every  other  exclusive  creed. 
Eclectic  German  Reader,  by  W.  ft.  Woodbury,  New- York, 

Leavitt  &  Allan,  1852. 
This  work  has  been  highly  spoken  of  by  our  best  scholars  as 
superior  to  any  work  of  its  class,  and  admirably  adapted  to  learn- 
ers, as  is  also  the  author's  Grammar  of  the  German  Language, 
to  be  had  of  the  same  publishers. 

Physician's  Visiting  List,  Diarv,  and  Book  of  Engagements, 
for  1853.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blackiston. 
This  pocket  companion  for  medical  men,  has  prored  itself  so 
useful  and  convenient,  that  it  is  likely  to  become  a  permanent  an- 
nual, and  will  be  every  where  preferred  by  the  profession  when 
once  its  merits  are  tested  by  use.  It  serves  all  the  purposes  of  a 
day  book,  cash  book,  and  remembrancer,  and  may  be  conve- 
niently carried  iu  the  breast  pocket. 


THE   NEW-YORK    MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 


Iconographib  Ophthalmologue,  par  J.  Sickel,  Paris,  August, 
1852. 

This  beautiful  work  will  be  published'  in  twenty  numbers; 
each  number  containing  twenty-eight  descriptive  pages,  and  four 
plates.  The.  figures  are  drawn  from  nature,  engntved,  printed  in 
color,  and  afterwards  retouched  with  the  pencil  with  the  greatest 
care.  Nothing  can  exceed  their  beauty  and  faithfulness.  They 
far  surpass  the  designs  of  Demours,  Amnion,  Dalrymple,  or  any 
other  author. 

The  work,  which  is  the  fruit  of  twenty  years'  labor,  was  nearly 
completed  twelve  years  ago,  but  after  many  expensive  experi- 
ments with  lithography  and  chromo-lithography,  he  abandoned 
what  had  been  pretty  far  advanced  and  began  the  whole  anew, 
as  engraving  alone  could  give  the  necessary  precision. 

Of  the  four  plates  contained  in  the  present  number,  the  first 
exhibits  six  figures  illustrating  traumatic  ophthalmia,  the  second 
and  third,  each  six  figures  of  catarrhal  and  catarrho-rheumatic 
ophthalmia,  with  granulations  and  chemosis.  These  are  original, 
and  represent  the  cases  with  life-like  fidelity.  The  fourth  plate, 
which,  as  acknowledged,  is  from  Brtlcke  and  Arit,  contains  sec- 
tions of  the  eye-ball  and  of  the  retina,  all  of  which  are  defective, 
BrUcke's  section  is  far  inferior  to  that  of  Jones',  placed  as  a  fron- 
tispiece to  Mackenzie's  treatise,  although  the  latter  is  inferior  to 
the  sections  of  the  younger  Soemmering. 

Brucke  boasts  of  his  discovery  of  the  ciliary  muscle  in  1S4G, 
and  is  said  to  have  demonstrated  it  to  the  monarchs  of  Germany 
yet  from  the  drawing  exhibited,  it  is  evident  that  he  has  no  clear 
idea  of  the  anatomy  of  the  ciliary  body.  Bowman  in  his  work 
published  three  years  ago  is  more  incorrect  than  Brucke,  for  he 
represents  the  ciliary  processes  which  every  body  knows  to  be 
vascular  as  the  ciliary  muscle.  The  first  demonstration  of  the 
true  structure  of  the  ciliary  body  and  of  the  retina  was  made  by 
Dr.  Wallace  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New- 
York  in  1835,  and  published  long  before  Brtlcke  or  Hannover 
made  claims  to  discoveries  with  which  they  are  still  but  imper- 
fectly acquainted. 

The  letter  press  description  is  brief  and  to  the  point.  The 
subject  is  general  in  the  present  number,  but  will  be  particular  as 
the  work  advances. 

In  drawing,  coloring,  printing,  and  general  finish  it  is  superior 
to  any  work  on  ophthalmology,  which  has  ever  appeared. 

Das  Sehorgan  von  Dr.  Etnil  Ilgen,  Wiesbaden,  1850. 

The  Organ  of  Vision,  by  Dr.  Ilgen.  j^ike  the  work  already 
noticed  the  collection  of  Dr.  Ilgen  will  be  published  in  numbers. 
Only  the  first  number,  which  contains  fifteen  lithographic  plates, 
has  been  received.  These  are  very  fair  copies  from  Soemmering, 
Arnold,  Hassner  and  Brttcke,  but  there  is  no  original  matter  ex- 
cepting one  plate,  representing  the  eyes  of  living  animals,  and 
three  illustrating  cases  of  staphy  loina,  and  a  case  of  fungus  hoe- 
matodes. 

A  good  compilation  collect'mr:  drawings  and  descriptions  from 
many  sources  into  one  volume  is  a  desideratum  in  ophthalmology. 
The  author  has  acquitted  himself  with  ability.and  has  preferred 
to  be  useful  rather  than  original. 

Operative  Surgery,  illustrated,  &c.  By  R.  U.  Piper,  M.  D. 

Boston,  Ticknor,  Reed  &  Fields. 

We  have  just  been  favored  with  a  copy  of  this  work,  and  con- 
fess our  disappointment  in  finding  it  to  he  a  compilation  through- 
out, after  the  manner  of  Muygrier's  book,  and  without  other  me- 
rit than  that  of  copying  text  and  plates  from  other  works,  which 
■peaks  well  for  the  industry  of  the  compiler  who  seems  to  have 
availed  himself  of  every  accessible  source,  and  condensed  his  se- 
lections in  a  single  volume.  The  plates  are  not  erjunl  to  those  of 
kindred' works  in  the  market,  but  are  passably  executed,  while 
the  <-o!o;ing  is  beli'w  mediocrity,  and  not  worthy  of  Boston  pub- 
lishers. Their  number  must  makeup  for  their  quality,  for  there 
t 


are  some  nineteen  hundred  in  the  volume.  If  the  engravings  had 
been  better,  and  the  coloring  in  the  highest  style  of  art.  this  book 
would  command  a  high  price  and  remunerate  the  publishers  ;  a 
result  which  we  fear  has  been  defeated  by  the  effort  to  cheapen 
the  publication.  It  contains  instructions  iu  the  methods  of  perform- 
ing all  the  operations  of  Surgery,  which  will  be  useful  to  young 
surgeons. 

God  in  Disease,  or  the  Manifestations  of  Design  in  Morbid  Pheno- 
mena. By  James  F.  Duncan,  M.  D.  of  Dublin.  Philadel- 
phia, Lindsay  &  Blackiston,  1852. 
This  work  constitutes  an  appropriate  appendix  to  the  celebrat- 
ed Bridgewater  Treatises,  and  is  written  with  an  ability  scarcely 
inferior  to  either  of  them.  The  author  aims  to  overthrow  the  pre- 
valent infidelity  of  the  times,  especially  amoug  scientific  men, 
which  is  betrayed  by  magnifying  second  causes  of  events  and  phe- 
nomena in  nature,  and  reasoning  upon  these  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  Great  First  Cause.  He  maintains  that  the  evidences  of  design 
on  the  part  of  the  Creator  of  our  race,  are  as  manifest  in  disease 
as  in  health,  and  he  argues  from  pathological  laws  and  develope- 
meuts  in  proof  of  his  position,  introducing  multiplied  illustrations 
with  admirable  ingenuity  and  force-  We  commend  the  book  as 
worthy  of  perusal  by  unprofessional  readers  as  well  as  physicians, 
for  which  indeed  its  uutechnical  style  adapts  it.  In  these  degene- 
rate days,  when  there  would  seem  to  be  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
too  many  writers,  to  blot  out  the  very  name  of  God  Almighty  from 
the  Universe,  euch  a  work  should  be  highly  prized,  especially 
when  written  by  one  whose  scientific  knowledge  is  as  obvious  as 
his  piety.  . 

On  Syphilis,  Constitutional  and  Hereditary,  and  on  Syphilitic 
Eruptions,  by  Erasmus  Wilson,  F.  R.  S.,  with  4  colored 
plates.  Philadelphia,  Blauchard  &.  Lea,  1852. 

The  author  of  this  work  has  done  the  profession  good  service 
by  the  best  book  ever  written  on  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  he  has 
now  increased  his  reputation  by  this  treatise  on  Syphilis  which 
will  be  found  to  excel  iu  its  discriminating  and  practical  character. 
The  publishers,  appreciating  the  value  and  destined  popularity  of 
the  work,  have  excelled  themselves  in  the  style  of  its  publication, 
the  colored  plates  surpassing  in  their  accuracy  and  finish,  any 
specimens  of  artistic  elegance  we  have  ever  seen  executed  in 
America. 
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LECTURES 

ON  OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

The  subscriber  will  continue  his  course  of  Lectures  on  the  above 
subjects  every  Thursday  Evening  during  the  Winter,  from  eight  to  nine 
o'clock,  at  the 

TTew-TTork  Ophthalamic  Hospital, 

No.  C  STUYVESANT-STREET,  NEAR  THIRD  AVENUE. 
The  introductory  to  the  course,  will  be  given  on  Thursday,  November 
11th,  at  7Vj  o'clock,  P.  M.  at  the  University  Medical  College  in  four- 
teenth-street, between  Irving  Place  and  Third  Avenue.  Subject— The  Rise 
and  Progress  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Institutions  in  Europe  and 
Am'-rira. 

Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the  Profeeeion  a«e  respectfully 

invited  to  attend. 

N.  B  — The  Lectures  will  be-  illustrated  by  a  splendid  collection  of 

models  ;  also  by  DalrynrBle  6  and  Sichel's  magnificent  engravings  on  the 
Pathology  of  the  eye. 

The  various  operations  on  the  eye  will  be  performed  in  the  presence  of 
the  Class. 

For  further  particulars,  inauire  at  the  residence  of  the  undersigned,  No. 
1G7,  East  Fourteenth-street. 

MARK  STF.riIEN.SON.  M.  D. 
Surgeon  to  the  New-York  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 

HOUSSO, 

REMEDY  FOR  TAPE  WORM. 

DELLUC  it  Co.  have  just  received  from  Paris,  another  invoice  of  the 
valuable  medicine.  Also,  PURE  CHLOROFORM,  from  the  celebrated 
EERAL  of  Paris. 

For  sale,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  S3]  Broadway ,  260  4th  Avenue;  and 
2  Park  Row. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  GEORGIA, 


The  Twenty-First  Course  of  Lectures,  in  tiiis  Institution,  will  com- 
mence on  the  First  Monday  in  November  next 
Anatomy.  G.  M.  NEWTON.  M.  D. 
Surserv,  L.  A.  DUGAP,  M.  D. 

Institutes  and  Practiced  Medicine,  L.  D.  FORD,  M.  D. 
|Physiolopy  and  Pathological  Anatomy,  H.  V.  M.  MILLER,  M.  D. 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  L  P. 
GARVIN,  M.  D. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Infants,  J.  A.  EVE,  St.  D. 

Chemistry  and  Phnrmacv,  ALEX.  ME  ANS.  M.  D.  , 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomv.  H.  F.  CAMPBELL,  M.  D. 

Assistant  Demonstrator,  ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  M.  D. 

Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  regularly  at  the  City  Hospital,  and 
ample  opportunities  will  be  afforded  for  the  Study  of  Practical  Anatomy. 

Important  additions  have  been  made  durin?  the  present  year,  to  their 
means  for  Demonstrative  Teaching  in  Obstetrics,  Pathological  and  Surgi- 
cal Anatomy.  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  <fcc.  ic. 

For  further  information  application  may  be  made  to  any  member  of 
the  Faculty  or  to 

Augusta,  July,  1851  G.  M.  NEWTON,  Dean. 

GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

Spring  Course,  1853. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  com- 
mence on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March,  1£53,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

CHARLES  B.  COVENTRY,  M.  D.  Professo.;cf  Obstetrics,  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

JAMES  WEBSTER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physioloey. 
CHARLES  A.  LEE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  General 
Pathology. 

JAMES  BRYAN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery. 

GEORGE  HADLEY.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 
WILLIAM  SWEETSER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

GEORGE  W.  FIELD,  M.  D-  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

A  Surgical  and  Medical  Clinique  is  held  every  day  at  12  o'clock  at  the 
College,  at  which  numerous  and  important  cases  are  presented  for  treat- 
ment The  Dissecting  Rooms  are  opened  early  in  the  Session,  and  well 
supplied  with  material. 

Fees  for  the  whole  Course.  363;  Matriculation  Ticket,  S3 ;  Dissecting 
Ticket  So:  Graduation.  820. 


SMITH'S  OPERATIVE  SURGERY 

COMPLETE. 

LIPPINCOTT,  GRAMBO  Sc.  Co.  No.  14  NORTH  FOURTH-STREET, 
Philadelphia,  have  just  published, 

A  SYSTEM  OF  OPERATIVE  SURGERY, 

Based  upon  the  practice  of  surgeons  in  the  Uniied  States,  and  comprising 
a  bibliographical  index  nnd  historical  record  of  many  of  their  operations 
for  a  period  of  200  years.  By  Henry  H.  Smith.  M.  D.  Illustrated  with 
upwards  of  1000  Engaavings  on  Steel.  The  whole  forming  one  large  oc- 
tavo volume. 

CONTENTS. 
Parts  1  and  2 — General  and  Elementary  Operations,  as  well  as  those  upon 

the  Head  and  Face. 
Part  3 — Operations  upon  the  Neck  and  Trunk. 

Part  4— Operations  upon  the  genito-urinary  organs  of  the  Male  and  Fe- 
male. 

Part  5- Operations  practised  on  the  Extremities. 


Bibliographical  Index 


Of  most  of  the  Surgical  Papers  connected  with  the  subject,  is  attached  to 
each  Part. 

The  Plates  will  be  presented  either  tinted  or  in  colors.  Price 
$7  50  tinted — $15  colored  to  nature. 

L.,  G.  <fc  Co.  have  also  lately  published — 

The  Dispensatory  of  the  I'nited  States,  by  Drs.  Wood  and  Bache. 
Jflntft  Edition. 

Dr.  Wood's  Practice  of  Medicine.    2  vols.  8vo.  Third  Edition. 
Mitchell's  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.    1  vol.  8»o. 
For  sale  by  all  the  principal  Booksellers. 

OTTO  &  KCEHLER, 

5§  Chatham-street,  second,  floor. 


By  an  experience  of  a  long  series  of  vears  in  Europe  and  the  United 
btates,  we  are  enabled  to  furnish  every  kind  of  Surgical  and  Orilio- 
pedical  Machines  and  Instruments,  Trm.f*.  Handles. 

^■c.  &.c.  in  such  an  accomplished  manner  as  the  progress  of  our  age  in 
arts  and  sciences  demands  it  inevitably.  We,  therefore,  invite  physicians 
and  surgeons  to  give  us  a  call  at  our  office.  58  Chothi.m-street,  (2d  tloor,) 
and  to  see  and  examine  our  articles,  especially  the  above  instrument  for 
v  acalnation,  which  ia  the  most  finished  article  of  ita-kind. 


TO  DRUGGISTS. 


We  invite  attention  to  our  assortment  of 

TOILET  ARTICLES  &  PERFUMERY, 

Drujgists  will  do  well  to  give  us  a  call  and  examine  our  as 
sortment  of  COMBS,  BRUSHES,  PERFUMERY,  &c.  before 
purchasing  elsewhere. 

A.  &.  J.  RAMSEY,  2?  Dey-street,  N.  Y. 

THE  KEPHALIA  FOR  THE  HAiR, 

Put  up  in  beautiful  style,  and  an  excellent  article  for  retailing, 
and  it  was  never  known  by  us  to  give  dissatisfaction  in  any  one 
instance. 

The  Commercial  Advertfser  of  this  city,  after  referring  to 
those  who  have  occasion  for  the  use  of  Hair  Restorative,  says  :— 
"  For  the  sake  of  such,  we  mention  that  A.  &.  J.  Ramsey's  Ke- 
phalia  is  what  it  professes  to  be,  a  good  compouud  for  strengthen- 
ing and  beautifying  the  Hair,  and  promoting  its  growth.  Its  per- 
fume is  undeniably  fracrant  and  pleasant.  We  have  the  testi- 
mony of  gentlemen  who  have  used  it  regularly  for  many  years, 
and  still  prefer  it  to  all  other  compounds  ;  and  now  add  that  of 
one  who  has  used  it  long  enough  to  be  weli  satisfied  of  its  real 
excellence."  Manufactured  by 

A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  X.  Y. 

Made  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY,  22  Dey-street,  New- York, 
is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  ever  made,  and  is  kept 
by  all  respectable  Druggists. 

VEGETABLE  PEARL  POWDER, 

Warranted  Genuine,  an  excellent  article  for  improving  the 
Complexion  ;  imparting  to  the  skin  a  natural  clearness  and  a 
beautiful  and  transparent  softness  of  expression. 

The  PEARL  POWDER  is  entirely  unlike  any  of  the  pre. 
parations  made  of  chalk,  alabaster,  Sec. 

Manufactured  only  by  A.  &  J.  RAMSEY, 

22  Dey-street,  New- York. 

TO  PHYSICIANS 
THROUGHOUT  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Deeming  it  unnecessary  to  remind  any  regular  member  of 
the  Medical  profession,  of  the  established  Medical  properties 
of  Pure  Holland  Gin,  in  many  diseases  of  dropsical  tenden- 
cy, I  respectfully  invite  your  examination  to  a  very  superior 
Article,  manufactured  by  myself  exclusively,  at  Schiedam,  in 
Holland,  by  a  process  pecular  to  my  biwi  Factory.  It  is  fla- 
vored and  medicated,  not  by  Hie  common  harsh  berry,  but  by 
the  choice  botanical  variety  of  the  aromatic  Ilalian  Juniper 
Berry,  whose  more  vinous  extract  is  distilled  and  rectified 
with  its  spirituous  solvent,  and  thus  becomes  a  concentrated 
tincture,  of  exquisite  flavor  and  aroma,  altogether  transcen- 
dent, in  its  cordial  and  medicinal  properties."^  any  Holland 
Gin  heretofore  known. 

Amid  the  influx  of  inferior  distillations  with  which  the 
market  is  now  flooded,  physicians  find  no  little  difficulty  in 
procuring  a  good  and  pure  Gin,  which  they  can  prescribe  with 
confidence  in  its  beneficial  effects.  As  an  importer  of  twenty 
years'  standing,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  possessing  a 
matured  experience  in  the  manufacture  of  Holland  Gin^os- 
pecially,  I  beg  to  submit  to  your  attention  my  "'Aromatic 
Schiedam  Schnapps,"  as  one  which  cannot  i'ail  to  realize 
your  utmost  expectations,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to.  forward  to 
you  a  bottle  of  it.  free  of  charge,  in  answer  to  a  letter  inti- 
mating your  readiness  to  accept  it. 

It  is  now  scarcely  six  months  since  I  have  prepared  and 
distributed  my  Schiedam  Gin  exclusively  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses; yet,  within  that  brief  period  I  have  received pumerous 
letters,  both  from  physicians  and  patients,  testifying  to  its 
really  extraordinary  efficacy  in  Gravel,  Incipient  Dropsy,  and 
affections  of  the  Kidneys  and  Bladder  generally;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  would  yield  similar  result*,  with  precision 
and  certainty,  in  vour  own  professional  experience. 

UDOLPHO  WOLFE,  Importer, 

No.  22  Beaver-street,  X«w.York. 
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PHILADELPHIA 

COLLEGE  OF  MEDICINE. 

Fifth-street,  a  few  doors  south  of  Walnut. 


The  Twelfth  Course  of  Lectures  will  be  commenced  on  Mon- 
day, October  18th,  1852,  and  be  closed  on  Saturday,  February 
1853, .^biii  A.  *>"«'* 

President,  Hon.  Jesse  R.  Burden,  M.  D — Faculty :  James 
McClintock,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  ;  Rush  Van  Dyke,  M. 
D.  Professor  of  Medicine  ;  James  Bryan,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery ;  Ezra  S.  Curr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chenristry  ;  Frederick 
A.  Fickardt,  M  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  ;  John  K.  Ma- 
son, M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery;  David  Paul  Brown,  Esq. 
Professor  of  Forensic  Medicine  ;  Henry  Goadby,  M.  D.,  F.  L.  S. 
Professor  of  Histology  ;  George  Hewston,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy. 

Fees— For  Matriculation,  only  once  paid,  $5.00.  For  each 
ticket  of  the  Governing  Faculty,  six  Professors,  §15— S90.  For 
a  perpetual  ticket,  SKiO.  For  a  third  course,  to  those  who  have 
attended  two  lull  courses  in  other  colleges,  §50.  For  Graduation, 

$30. 

For  Practical  Anatomy,  including  Recapitulatory 

jCecXures,  .  .  '.  .  .  }  "  y  ( *  juf 
Recapitulatory  Lectures  alone,  ....  5 
Histology  and  Microscopy,  optional,  .  .  5 
Forensic  Medicine,  do.         ...  5 

The  ticket  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  is  presented  to  every 
full  course  and  perpetual  ticket  paying  Candidate  for  Graduation. 

In  addition  to  Hospital  advantages  afforded  in  the  city,  Clinical 
Instruction  is  given  in  the  College. 

The  thirteenth  session  of  the  Institution  will  commence  on 
Monday,  Mareh  11,  1853,  and  close  about  July  10th,  1853. 
For  further  information  inquire  of 

JAMES    McCLINTOCK,  M.  D.  Dean, 
•  i  No.  1  North  Eleventh-street,  Philadelphia. 

August  20,  1852. 

PEMSYLYANIA  COLLEGE, 

KSSSZCAL  BEPAIiSMEWS. 

NINTH,  BELOW  LOCUST-STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 


eory 


The  Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows: 

WILLIAM  DARRACH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  '1 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JOHN  WILTBANK,  M.  D.  ProlVssor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

HENRY  S.  PATTERSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

DAVID  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  M.  ALLEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

FRANCIS  GURNEY  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine. 

WILLIAM  II .  GOBRECHT,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  An- 
atomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1852-3  will  commence  on 
Monday  the  11th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  ensuing  1st 
of  March.  I 

The  Anatomical  Rooms  will  be  opened  early  in  September, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator 

Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Fees.— Marticulaiibn,  §5 ;  to  each  Professor,  815;  Gradua- 
tion, $30.  .  , 

For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Registrar, 
-181  N.  Ninth-street,  Philadelphia. 

u  gu«t,  1832. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

SESSION    OP  1852-3. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
the  11th  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  first  day  of  March. 
The  Annual  Commencement  for  conferring  degrees  will  be  held 
early  in  March,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  month,  as  formerly. 

ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Institutes  of 
Medicine,  &c. 

ROBERT  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 
and  General  Therapeutics. 

JOSEPH  PANCOAST,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Des- 
criptive,  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

JOHN  K.  MITCHELL,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Practice  of  Me- 
dicine. 

THOMAS  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Institutes  and 
Practice  of  Surgery.  i  yn  b'  .  .  .i  •  \  j  hauoi  o-wtf  tad  Jl 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

FRANKLIN  B  ACHE^  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

ELLERSLIE  WALLACE,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  of  October, 
and  during  the  course,  Medical  and  Surgical  coses  will  be  inves- 
tigated, prescribed  for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During 
the  past  year,  two  thousand  and  twenty-nine  cases  were  treated, 
and  three  hwndred  and  eight  operations  performed.  Among 
these  were  many  major  operations — an  amputation  of  the  leg, 
thigh,  arm,  baud,  mammas,  &c.  trephining,  tying  the  carotid, 
extensive  plastic  operations,  resection  of  the  femur  for  ankylosis 
removal  ol  the  superior  and  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone,  reduc- 
tion of  dislocations — some  of  old  standing,  treatment  of  fractures 
of  the  thigh,  arm,  forearm,  ccc.  &,c. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the  student  to 
attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical  demonstrations  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  Dissecting-rooms  will  be 
open,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the 
Demonstrator. 

FEES. 

Matriculation,  which  is  paid  only  once,       -       $5  00 
Each  Professor,  §15         -       -       -       -      105  00 

Graduation,      ......        30  00 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last  session  was  506  ;  and 

of  Graduates  228. 

R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D. 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  No.  1  Girard-street. 

July,  1852. 

FREE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ITIICHIOAN. 

SESSION  1852-3. 

ZINA  PITCHER,  M.  D.  Emer.  Prof.  Institutes  of  Mediefce 

and  Obstetrics. 

SAMUEL  DENTON,  M.  D.  President,  Prof.  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

ABRAM  SAGER,  M.  D.  Prof.  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children. 

SILAS  H.  DOUGLASS,  M.D.Prof.  Chemistry,  Pharmacy, 
and  Medical  Jurisprudence*     ,      ,  c  ^ 

M.  GUNN,  M.  D.  Prof.  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

J.  ADAMS  A  LLEN,  M.  D.  Secretary,  Prof.  Materia  Medica, 
Therapeutics  and  Physiology. 

EDMUND  ANDREWS,  M\  D.  Assistant  Lecturer  in  Ana- 
tomy and  Demonstrator. 

The  Third  Annual  Session  will  commence  upou  Wednesday, 
the  Cih  day  of  October  next,  and  eotltinue  till  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  April  ensuing.  A  Matriculation  Fee  of  Ten  Dollars  entitles 
to  the  privilege  of  permanent  membership.  Four  Lectures  daily, 
or  a  total  varying  from  five  hundred  and  forty  to  five  hundred 
and  sixty  during  the  entire,  term. 

The  prime  object  of  the  Institution  will  continue  to  be,  to 
carry  out  as  strictly  as  possible,  inspirit  and  detail,  the  require- 
ments of  the  National  Medical  Association. 

For  further  particulars,  if  desired,  address  the  Secretary  of 
the  Faculty  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN',  Sec. 


DOUBLE   NUMBER   FOR  DECEMBER    1st,  1852.     Price   12$  Cents. 
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OF 

PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS 

.Q  .].'  "  OK. THE 

University  of  the  State  of  Itfew-lTork. 


The  Forty-Sixth  Session  of  the  College  will  be  commenced  on  Monday, 

11th  of  October,  1852,  and.  continued  until  March  10th,  1S53,  (com- 
mencement day.) 

ALEXANDER  IT.  STEVENS,  M.  D.,  L.L.  D.  President  of  the  Col- 
lege and  Emeritus  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  M.  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  oi"  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

JOHN  TORREV,  Ml  D.,  L.L.  D.  Professor  of  Botany  and  Chemistry. 

ROBERT  WATTS.  M.  1).  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

WILL  ARD  PARKER.  M.  D.  Professor  of  the.  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery. 

CHANDLER  R.  GILMAN".  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children. 

ALONZO  CLARK.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Pathology  (in- 
cluding  Microscopy.) 

'  ELISHA  EAK.TLETT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  ol  Anatomy. 

LEWIS  A.  SAYRE,  M.  D.  Prosector  of  Surgery. 

FEES  — Matriculation  Fee.  §5  ;  Fees  for  the  full  Course  of  Lectures 
6105;  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  S5 ;  Graduation  Fee,  $25;  Board,  average 
S3  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New- York  Hospital  daily,  by  the 
Medical  Officers.  (.Professor  Smith  being  one  of  them.)  fee  per  annum  : 
at  the  Believue  Hospital  twice  a  week,  without  fee,  (Professors  Park«r  u:J 
Clark  belonging  to  the  Medical  Start*:)  at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  without  fee; 
and  upwards  of  1000  patients  are  annually  exhibited  to  the  class  in  the 
College  CHuiqnc.  Obstetrical  cases  and  subjects  for  dissection  are  abun- 
dantly furnished  through  the  respective  departments. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  "held  at  the  close  of  the  Session  j  there 
i«  also  a  Semi  annual  Examination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September. 
The  pro-requisites  for  Graduation  are — 21  years  of  use.  three  years  of 
Study,  including  twofull  Courses  of  Lectures,  the  la.*t  of  which  miist  have 
been  attended  in  this  College,  and  the  presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some 
subject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not  interfering  with  it.  u  Course 
of  Leet  ires  will  be  commenced  on  Monday,  2?th  September,  and  continu- 
ed until  the  11th  October. 

The  Course  will  be /re«. 

R.  WATTS,  M.  D.  Secretary  to  the  Fuculty. 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  } 
67  Crosby -street.  New- York.  > 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


The  next  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  the  New- York  Medical  College, 

will  commence  on  Wednesday,  6th  October,  1S52,  and  continue  tivc 
months. 

Horace  Greek,  M.  D.  President  of  the  Faculty,  and  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

John  H.  Wiiitaker,  K.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Descriptive  and 

Surgical-Anatomy. —   _  _  

Edwin  Hamilton  Davis,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  The- 
rapeutics. ,  ^* 

B.  Foretce  TlAitKEa.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of 
Women  ard  Children. 

R.  Ogden  Doreml's.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of 
Surgery  with  Surgical  Pathology. 

Edmtxd  R  Peaslee,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology,  Pathology,  and 

Microscopy. 

Hon.  Joel  Parker,  L.  L.  D.  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

C.  C.  Allen,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Dental  Surgery. 
.Andrew  K.  Smith,  A.  M.  M  D.  <|  Prosectors 
Dunham  Green,  M.  D.  J  Surgery. 

D.  S.  Conant,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  for  Classes  < 

This  College  has  just  received  from  Europe  a  most  valuable  and  exten- 
sive Museum  fully  representing  external  and  internal  pathology,  together 
with  the  whole  series  of  Microscopic  Models. 

The  advantages  which  New-)  oi  k  oS'ers  for  Clinical  Study  far  surpass 
those  of  any  other  city.  The  Students  of  this  College  can  have  access  to 
the  New- York  Hospital,  Believue  Hospital,  and  Emigrants'  Hospital,  as 
well  as  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  nnd  the  various  Dispensaries  of  the 
city.  A  Surgical  and  a  Medical,  and  an  Obstetrical  Ciiniqne  will  be  held 
weekly  by  the  Professors  of  these  departments.  Obstetrical  cases  and  sub 
jects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  furnished  for  the  students. 

Fees.— Matriculation,  S5.  Demonstrator's  Ticket,  $5.  The  full  course 
S105.    For  the  final  examination.  S30. 

By  the  charter  of  the  Institution  a  Graduate  of  the  School  can  practise 
his  profession  in  any  part  of  the  State  without  being  subject  to  the  annoy 
ante  of  examination,  from  Medical  Societies. 

U.  OGDEN  DOREMUS, 

Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

New-York  Medical  College.  I 
East  Thirteen' h-tt  m  ar  Broadway.  J 


the  Professor  of 


the  ":  =  ;  of  October. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 

SESSION    OP  1853-3. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES  will  com- 
mence on  ihe  first  Monday  in  November,  uuder  the  following 
arrangement,  and  close  on  the  last  of  February  : 

JEDEDIAH  COBB,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
tnacy.  ._„,.„. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  Jr.  M.  D.  Adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Patho- 
logy. 

T.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

H.  W.  BAXLEY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical 
Anatomy. 

LANDON  C.  RIVES,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the 
of  Women  and  Childreu. 


DANIEL  DRAKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
and  Clinical  Medicine. 

WM.  H.  COBB,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the  first  of  October, 
and  continued  throughout  the  session.  Every  desirable  facility 
will  be  afforded  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  will  be  delivered  regularly  throughout  the  ses- 
sion, at  the  Commercial  Hospital. 

Preliminary  Lectures,  during  the  month  of  Octohrr,  will  be 
delivered  by  members  of  the  Faculty.  This  course  (which  will 
be  free)  will  embrace  Clinical  Lectures  at  the  Hospital,  and 
Lectures  at  the  College.  It  will  not  infringe  on  the  regular 
course. 

The  new  Collnge  Building,  just  finished,  will  be  in  readiness 
in  every  respect  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  course  ;  pupils, 
therefore,  may  rely  on  every  convenience  lor  the  prosecution  of 
their  studies. 

Fees — For  the  whole  Course  collectively,  Si 05  :  Matricula- 
tion Ticket.  85;  Dissecting  Ticket,  810  ;  Hospital  Ticket,  85  ; 
Graduation  Fee,  S25. 

Good  Board  (including  fuel  and  lights)  will  average  about 
02.50  per  week. 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Cinncinatti,  July,  1852. 

CASTIiETOlf 

MEDICALJOLLEGE. 

There  will  be  annually  two  full  Cour.-es  of  Lectures  in  this 
restitution  ;  the  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  August.  Each  course  will  continue  four  months, 
under  the  direction  of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Ob- 
stetrics. 

Ezra  S.  Carr,  M-  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  Natural 
History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

Midulf.ton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery. 
William  C.  Kittuidge,  A.  M.  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Feet. — For  each  full  Couse  of  Lectures,  §50.  For  those  who 
have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  .Medical  Colleges,  $10 
Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation,  $10.  Board,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  room,  fuel,  and  lights,  can  be  obtained  in  respectable 
houses  at  from  $1,75  to  $2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via  White  Hall,  and  from 
Boston  and  Burlington  via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Castleton,  Vt  May,  1852. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE, 

MEDICAL  DEFAHIMSNT. 

The  Lectures  in  this  Department  will  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  November  next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  of  February. 

CHARLES  W.  SHORT,  M.  D.  Emeritus  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

BENJAMIN  R.  PALMER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Descriptive 
and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

LUNSFORD  P.  YANDELL,  M  D.  Professor  of  Physio- 
ogy  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

HENRY  MILLER,  M.D.  Professor  of  Obstetric  Medicine. 

LEWIS  ROGERS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics. 

BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,  Jr.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical 

Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

T  G.  RICHARDSON,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
and  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  Fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each  Professor  is 
S15,  payable  invariably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library 
Fee  together,  So.  Graduation  Fee,  825.  Practical  Anatomy  and 
Dissection,  810 — ticket  to  be  taken  at  least  once  before  gra- 
duation.   Rooms  open  from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  students,  will  be 
delivered  during  the  mouth  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  at  the  Louisville 
Marine  Hospital. 

Ticket  S5,  to  be  taken  oucc  before  Graduation. 

A  Cliuique  has  also  been  established  in  connection  with  the 
University,  at  which  operations  are  performed,  and  cases  pres- 
cribed for  and  lectured  upon  in  presence  of  the  class. 

Good  Boarding  can  be  procured  at  from  82  50  to  S3  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D. 

August,  1852.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  DESTAL  SURGERY. 

Session  1852-3. 

FACULTY. 

CHAPIN  A.  HARRIS,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Dental  Surgery. 

THOMAS  E.  BOND,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Spe- 
cial Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 

W.  R.  HANDtf,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
logy. 

ALFRED  A.  BLANDY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Operative 

Dentistry. 

PHILIP  H.  AUSTEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Mechanical 

Dentistrv. 

REG'lNALD  N.  WRIGHT,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on 

Chemistry. 

The  Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the 
last  Monday  of  October.  The  Infirmary  will  be  open  throughout 

the  year. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  begin  on  the  last  Monday  of 
November,  and  continue  till  the  last  of  March. 

Tickets  for  the  Course,  ."5110;  Dissecting  Ticket,  (optional,) 
$10;  Maticulation,  S5  ;  Diploma  Fee,  $30. 

Good  Board  from  82  50  to  $3  50. 

The  Faculty  open  their  next  Session  iu  a  New  College,  much 
larger,  handsomer,  and  better  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  Den- 
tal instruction,  and  situated  in  a  more  central  part  of  the  city. 
Contains  two  spacious  and  beautiful  Lecture  Rooms,  an  Infir- 
mary, Mechanical  aud  Dissecting  Rooms ;  also  a  Museum,  pre- 
senting Teeth  of  every  pathological  variety;  anatomical  prepara- 
tions, plates,  and  models,  with  a  large  and  costly  chemical  ap- 
paratus, thus  furnishing  the  most  ample  meau  for  illustrating  the 
several  Departments. 

W.  R.  HANDY,  Dean. 


THE  NEW-YORK  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 


JOURNAL  OF  HEALTH. 


Vol.  III.  Nos.  23  &  24. 


DECEMBER   1,   1  852. 


$2  PER  ANNUM. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT— Session  1852-3. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  October  11th,  and  terminate 
In  the  middle  of  March  ensuing. 

Theory  aud  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  GEO.  B.  WOOD,  M.  D. 

Anatomy,  by  WILLIAM  E.  HORNER,  M.  D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by  JOSEPH  CORSON,  M.  D. 

Chemistry,  by  ROBERT  E.  ROGERS,  M.  D. 

Surgery,  by  WILLIAM  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

Obstetrics  &  Diseases  of  Women  &.  Children,  HUGH  L.  HODGE,  M.  D. 
Institutes  of  Medicine,  by  SAMUEL  JACKSON,  M.  D. 

Clinical  infraction  at  the  University  twice  weekly,  and  at  the  Penn- 
sylvania HoapitaL  J.  CORSON,  Dean, 

332  Walnut-street 

LECTURES  051  DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 

The  undersigned  proposes  to  continue  hi9  Winter  Course  of 

#m  jCrrturrs  mi  Discuses  nf  tlrr  lungs  nnu  Brnrt, 

On  every  Tuesday  evening,  (commencing  November  2d,)  from  8  to  9 
o'clock,  at 

,  The  College  of  Pliysieians  and  SurgeoiiS,  Crosby-street. 

Illustrations  will  be  given  by  numcroua 

CISTS,  DRAWINGS  A\D  HORRID  SPEC1HEXS, 

There  will  he  a 

CHEST  CLimOUE,- 

with  Pathological  Demonstrations,  at  3  o'clock,  on  each  succeeding  Sa. 
turday  afternoon,  at  his 

Office,  Ko.  49  East  Broadway. 

r^F*  Students,  and  Members  of  the  Profession,  are  respectfully 
invited. 

JOHN  W.  CORSON,  m.  o. 

One  of  the  Phygiciana  of  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital. 


LEG TURE S 

ON  OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 


The  subscriber  will  con 

Inept*  every  Thursday  Kv 
:lock,  at  the 


rse  of  Lectures  on  the  above 
the  Winter,  from  eight  to  nine 


Mew-V"ork  Ophthalamic  Hospital, 

No.  6  STUYVESANT-STREET,  NEAR  THIRD  AVENUE. 


The  introductory  to  the  course, 
Tlth,  at  ?lj  o'clock.  P  M.  at  the 
teetith-strert,  between  Irving  Place  r 
and  Progress  of  Ophthalmic  ttecft 
America. 


.•ill  be  given  on  Thursday,  November 
'Diversity  Medical  College  in  Four- 
id  Third  Avenue.  .Subject — The  Rise 
ne  and  Institutions  in  Europe  and 


Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the  Profession  are  respectfully 
invited  to  attend. 

N.  B. — The  Lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  a  splendid  collection  of 
models :  also  by  D.drymple's  aud  Sichcl's  magnificent  engravings  on  the 
Pathology  ot  tlie  eye.  ■  t  M  T      *1  ™fl*. 

Th«  various  operations  on  the  eye  will  be  performed  in  the  presence  of 

the  (.'lass. 

For  further  particulars,  inquire  at  the  residence  of  the  undersigned,  No. 

1C7,  East  Fourteenth-street. 

MARK  STEPHENSON.  M.  D. 
Surgeon  to  the  New-York  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 


Receipts  not  otherwise  piven. 

Drs.  Cruttenden.  Bloia,  r>raneh,  W.  Kelly  2,  Darling,  Stilwell,  H.  A. 
Hamas!?;  Perry,  Porter,  Ludlow,  R.  Parker,  Wallace,  Wootcn,  Downee,  A. 
Smith,  McChesney,  Peake,  RapnBT,  Trowbridge,  Williams  .1,  Ogden  3, 
Sleight,  Henry,  Phelps,  Wilson, .  Thompson,  Brooks,  Webster,  James, 
Rhoades,  O'Keilly,  fiell. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS 

ti)e  profession. 

DR.  ELLIOTT'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE 
OF  OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY,  including  the 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathology  of  the  Human  Eye,  will  be  resumed 
during  the  ensuing  winter.  Clinical  and  microscopic  demonstrations 
with  dissections  of  the  organ,  and  magnified  drawings  from  nature,  will 
illustrate  the  course. 

Special  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  reciprocal  relations  and  sympa 
thies  between  the  structure  of  the  eye  and  the  vital  organs,  showing  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  general  and  constitutional  treatment  in  al 
forms  of  Ophthalmic  disease. 

Circular*,  containing  full  particulars  and  testimonials,  may  be  obtained 
by  calling  on  Dr.  Elliott,  at  his  office,  49S  Broadway,  on  Mondays,  Wed 
nesdays  and  Friday*,  between  10  and  3  o'clock 


To  Correspondents. 

The  article  sent  us  entitled  "  The  History  and  Mys- 
tery of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
New-York,"  is  unavoidably  postponed.  It  will  keep 
till  the  January  number,  and  -will  be  in  time  for  the 
"  ides  of  May." 

Dr.  P.  of  the  State  Society,  who  proposes  a  plan 
for  the  gratuitous  supply  of  every  Clergyman  in  the 
State  of  New-York,  with  our  next  volume ;  and  offers 
to  contribute  to  a  fund  for  this  purpose,  will  find  but 
few  of  those  interested,  who  would  imitate  his  liberali- 
ty. He  thinks  that  the  wide  diffusion  of  our  Journal 
would  "do  more  to  overthrow  quackery  than  any 
other  course  which  could  be  pursued,"  and  hence  prof- 
fers his  contributions  to  that  object.  Our  experience 
for  three  years  in  conducting  the  Gazette,  has  convinced 
us  that  there  is  not  sufficient  esprit  du  corps  in  our 
ranks  to  sustain  an)r  medical  press  beyond  the  mere 
cost  of  subscription,  and,  even  this,  too  many  forget  to  ' 
pay,  at  however  cheap  a'  rate.  Hundreds  of  pliysi- 
eians in  our  city  and  state  neither  subscribe  for,  nor 
read  any  Medical  Periodical ;  so  that  Dr.  P.  will  find 
but  few  to  respond  to  his  generous  offer  for  enlighten- 
ing the  people  through  the  Clergy  of  the  state.  He 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 

SESSION    OF  1853-3. 

The  Thirty-third  Annual  Course  of  LECTURES  will  com- 
mence on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  uuder  the  following 
arrangement,  and  close  on  the  last  of  February  : 

JEDEDIAH  COBB,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Phar. 
macy. 

JOHN  LOCKE,  Jo.  M.  D.  Adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Fatho- 
1  ogy. 

T.  O.  EDWARDS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

H.  W.  BAXLEY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Surgical 
Anatomy. 

LANDON  C  RIVES,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

DANIEL  DRAKE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
and  Clinical  Medicine. 

WM.  H.  COBB,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the  first  of  October, 
and  continued  throughout  the  session.  Every  desirable  facility 
will  be  afforded  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy. 

Clinical  Lectures,  by  the  Professors  of  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  will  be  delivered  regularly  throughout  the  ses- 
sion, at  the  Commercial  Hospital. 

Preliminary  Lectures,  dur Hg  the  month  of  Octoher,  will  be 
delivered  by  members  of  the  Faculty.  This  course  (which  will 
be  free)  will  embrace  Clinical  Lectures  at  the  Hospital,  and 
Lectures  at  the  College.  It  will  not  infringe  on  the  regular 
course. 

The  new  College  Building,  just  finished,  will  be  in  readiness 
in  every  respect  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  course  ;  pupils, 
therefore,  may  rely  on  every  convenience  lor  the  prosecution  of 
their  studies. 

Fees— For  the  whole  Course  collectively,  $105  :  Matricula- 
tion Ticket.  S5;  1)  ssecting  Ticket,  S10  ;  Hospital  Ticket,  S5  ; 
Graduation  Fee,  625. 

Good  Board  (including  fuel  and  lights)  will  average  about 
82.50  per  week. 

L.  M.  LAWSON,  M.  D.  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 
Cinncinatti,  July,  1852. 


CASTLE TOY 

MEDICAL_C0LLE6E. 

There  will  be  annually  tiro  full  Cour.-es  of  Lectures  in  this 
r.stitulion  ;  the  Spring  Session  commencing  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  February,  the  Autumnal  Session  commencing  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  August.  Each  course  will  continue  four  months, 
under  the  direction  of  the  following  faculty. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Ob- 
stetrics. 

Ezra.  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry,  and  Natural 
History. 

William  Sweetser,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine. 

Miduleton  Goldsmith,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Surgery. 
William  C.  Kittiudge,  A.  M-  Professor  of  Medical  Juris- 
prudence. 

Cory  don  La  Ford,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. 

Adrian  T.  Woodward,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

Fees. — For  each  full  Couse  of  Lectures.  5>50.  For  those  who 
have  attended  two  full  Courses  at  other  Medical  Colleges,  §10 
Matriculation,  $5.  Graduation,  $!G.  Board,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  room,  fuel,  and  lights,  can  be  obtained  in  respectable 
houses  at  from  $l,~o  to  .$2,50  per  week. 

Castleton  is  accessible  from  Albany,  via  White  Hall,  and  from 
Boston  aud  Burlington  via  Rutland,  by  Railroads. 

E.  S.  CARR,  M.  D.  Registrar. 

Castleton,  Vt  May,  1852. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISVILLE, 

HttBDZCAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Lectures  in  this  Department  will  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  November  next,  and  terminate  on  the  last  of  February. 

CHARLES  W.  SHORT,  M.  D.  Emeritus  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  and  Medical  Botany. 

BEN  JAMIN  R.  PALMER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Descriptive 
and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

LUNSFORD  P.'YANDELL,  M  D.  Professor  of  Physio- 
ogy  and  Pathological  Auatomy. 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

HENRY  MILLER,  M.D.  Professor  of  Obstetric  Medicine. 

LEWIS  ROGERS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics. 

BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,  Jr.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical 

Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.D.  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine. 

T.  G.  RICHARDSON,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
aud  Dissector  in  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  Fee  for  admittance  to  the  Lectures  of  each  Professor  is 
S15,  payable  invariably  in  advance.  Matriculation  and  Library 
Fee  together,  $5.  Graduation  Fee,  825.  Practical  Anatomy  and 
Dissection,  $10 — ticket  to  be  taken  at  least  once  before  gra- 
duation.   Rooms  open  from  1st  October. 

A  preliminary  Course  of  Lectures,  free  to  all  students,  will  be 
delivered  during  the  mouth  of  October. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  twice  a  week  at  the  Louisville 
Marine  Hospital. 

Ticket  S3,  to  be  taken  oucc  before  Graduation. 

A  Cliuique  has  also  been  established  in  connection  with  the 
University,  at  which  operations  are  performed,  and  cases  pres- 
cribed for  and  lectured  upon  iu  presence  of  the  class. 

Good  Boarding  can  be  procured  at  from  $2  50  to  93  a  week. 

L.  P.  YANDELL,  M.  D. 

August,  1852.  Deau  of  the  Faculty. 


BALTIMORE  COLLEGE  OF  BEXTAL  SLRGE11Y. 

Session  1852-3. 

FACULTY. 

CHAPIN  A.  HARRIS,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Prin- 
ciples and  Practice  of  Denial  Surgery. 

THOMAS  E.  BOND,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Spe- 
cial Pathology  and  Therapeutics. 

W.  R.  HAND  V,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
logy. 

ALFRED  A.  BLANDY,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Operative 

Dentistry. 

PHILIP  H.  AUSTEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Mechanical 

Dcntistrv. 

REGINALD  N.  WRIGHT,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on 

Chemistry. 

The  Mechanical  and  Dissecting  Rooms  will  be  opened  on  the 
last  Monday  of  October.   The  Infirmary  will  be  open  throughout 

the  year. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  begin  on  the  last  Monday  of 
November,  and  continue  till  the  last  of  March. 

Tickets  for  the  Course,  «110;  Dissecting  Ticket,  (optional,) 
$10;  Maticulation,  $5  ;  Diploma  Fee,  $30. 

Good  Board  from  S2  50  to  $3  50. 

The  Faculty  open  their  next  Session  iu  a  New  College,  much 
larger,  handsomer,  and  better  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  Den- 
tal instruction,  and  situated  in  a  more  central  part  of  the  city. 
Contains  two  spacious  and  beautiful  Lecture  Rooms,  an  Infir- 
mary, Mechanical  aud  Dissecting  Rooms;  also  a  Museum,  pre- 
senting Teeth  of  every  pathological  variety;  anatomical  prepara- 
tions, plates,  and  models,  with  a  large  and  costly  chemical  ap- 
paratus, thus  furnishing  the  most  ample  mean  for  illustrating  the 
several  Departments. 

W.  R.  HANDY,  Dean. 


TEE  NEW-YORK  MEDICAL  GAZETTE, 

AND 

JOURNAL  OF  HEALTH. 


Vol.  HI.  Nob.  23  &.  24.  DECEMBER   1  ,   1  8  5  2.  $2  PER  ANNUM. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT— Session  1S52-3. 

The  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  October  11th,  and  terminate 
In  the  middle  of  March  ensuing. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  GEO.  B.  WOOD,  M.  D. 

Anatomy,  by  WILLIAM  L".  HORNER,  M.  D. 

Materia  Me.iicn  and  Thnrmacy,  by  JOSEPH  CORSON,  M.  D. 

Chemistry,  by  ROBERT  E.  ROGERS,  M.  D. 

Surgery,  by  WILLIAM  GIBSON,  M.  D. 

Obstetrics  &  Diseases  of  Women  i  Children,  HUGH  L.  HODGE.  M.  D 
Institutes  of  Medicine,  by  SAMUEL  JACKSON.  M.  D. 

Clinical  instruction  at  the  University  twice  weekly,  and  at  tho  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital.  J.  CORSON,  De«n, 
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LECTURES  0.V  DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. 


The  undersigned  proposes  to  continue  his  Winter  Course  of 

/rrr-  Intuits  on  Disfnscs  nf  tljr  lungs  nnu  Srnrt, 

On  every  Tuesday  evening,  (commencing  November  2d,)  from  8  to  9 
o'clock,  at 

•  The  College  of  Pliysieians  uiul  Surgeons.  Crosby-jtrcct. 

Illustrations  will  be  given  by  numerous 

CASTS,  DRAWI.VGS  KM  H0BB1D  SPEClffiS. 

Then,  will  be  a 

CHEST  CLIMQUE, 

with  Pnthologiral  Demonstrations,  at  3  o'clock,  on  each  succeeding  Sa. 
turday  aftcrnoou.  at  his 

Office,  Wo.  49  East  Broadway. 

Students,  and  Members  of  the  Profession,  are  respectfully 

Invited. 

JOHN  W.  CORSOX,  ?I.  O. 

One  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Brooklyn  City  Hospital. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS 

Sift  tijc  $teofni8to«. 

DR  ELLIOTT'S  LECTURES  ON  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE 
OF  OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY,  including  the 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathology  of  the  Human  Eye,  will  be  resumed 
during  the  ensuing  winter.  Clinical  and  microscopic  demonstration1! 
with  dissections  of  the  organ,  and  magnified  drawings  from  nature,  will 
illustrate  the  course. 

Special  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  reciprocal  relations  and  sympa 
thi-s  between  the  structure  of  the  eye  and  the  vital  organs,  showing  tho 
iiwlisperisM'ole  necessity  of  general  and  constitutional  treatment  in  al 
forun  of  Ophthalmic  disease. 

Circulurs.  containing  full  particulars  and  testimonials,  may  be  obtained 
by  calling  on  Dr.  Elliott,  at  his  office,  4HS  Broadway,  on  Mondays,  Wid 
net  days  and  Fridays,  between  10  and  3  o'clock 


LECTURES 

ON  OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

The  subscriber  will  continue  his  course  of  Lectures  on  the  above 

subjects  every.  Thursday  Evening  during  the  Winter,  from  eight  to  nine 
o  clock,  at  the 

Hew-York  Ophthalamic  Hospital, 

No.  6  SITYVLSAXTSTRKET,  NEAR  THIRD  AVENUE. 
The  introductory  to  the  course,  will  be  given  on  Thursdav,  November 
Ilth,  at  ..V-lock.  P  M.  at  the  Iniversitr  Medical  College  in  Pour- 
teeutn-strert,  between  irvm3  Place  and  Third  Avenue.  Subject— The,  Rise 
and  Progress  of  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and  Institutions  in  Europe  and 
America. 

Students  of  Medicine  and  members  of  the  Profession  are  respectfully 
invited  to  attend.  . 

f-  B. — The  Lectures  will  be  illustrated  by  a  splendid  collection  of 
models :  also  by  Dalrymplc's  and  Sichcl's  magnificent  engravings  on  the 
Pathology  oi  t'-tc  eye.  , 

-  DM  op-rations  on  the  oy«  will  he  performed  in  the  presence  of 

For  farther  particulars,  inquire  at  the  residence  of  the  undersigned,  No. 

1CT,  East  Fourteenth-street. 

MARK  STKPIUE.NSON.  H.  D. 
Surgeon  to  the  New-York  Ophthalmic  Hospital 


Receipts  not  otherwise  frivert. 

Drs  Cmttendcn.  Blois,  Branch,  W.  Kelly  0.  Darling,  Stilwell,  H.  A. 
Ramsey.  Perry,  Porter.  Ludlnw,  R.  Parker,  Wallace,  Wootcn,  Downey,  A. 
Smith,  McChesnry,  Peake,  Rannay.  Trowbridge,  Williams  3,  Ojden  3, 
Sleight,  Henry,  Phelps,  Wilson, .  Thompson,  Brooks,  Webster,  James, 
Rhoadcs,  O'Reilly,  BeU. 


To  Correspondents. 

The  article  sent  us  entitled  "The  History  nnd  Mvs. 
tery  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
New-York,"  is  unavoidably  postponed.    It  will  keep 
till  tho  January  number,  and  will  be  in  lime  for  the 
I  "  ides  of  May." 

Dr.  P.  of  the  State  Society,  who  proposes  a  plan 
for  the  gratuitous  supply  of  every  Clergyman  in  the 
State  of  New-York,  with  onr  next  volume ;  and  offers 
to  contribute  to  a  fund  for  this  purpose,  will  find  but 
few  of  those  interested,  who  would  imitate  his  liberali- 
ty. He  thinks  that  the  wide  diffusion  of  our  Journal 
would  "  do  more  to  overthrow  quackery  than  any 
other  course  which  could  be  pursued,"  and  hence  prof- 
fers his  contributions  to  that  object.  Our  experience 
for  three  years  in  conducting  the  Gazette,  has  convinced 
us  that  there  is  not  sufficient  esprit  du  corps  in  onr 
ranks  to  sustain  any  medical  press  beyond  the  mere 
cost  of  subscription,  and,  even  this,  too  many  forget  to 
pay,  at  however  cheap  a  rate.  Hundreds  of  physi- 
cians in  our  city  and  state  neither  subscribe  for,  nor 
read  any  Medical  Periodical ;  so  that  Dr.  P.  will  find 
but  few  to  respond  to  his  generous  offer  for  enlighten- 
ing the  people  through  the  Clergy  of  the  state.  He 
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must  depend  upon  the  gradual  increase  of  our  circula- 
tion, which  that  feature  of  which  he  approves  renders 
constant  and  certain.  Our  subscription  list  already 
numbers  many  estimable  members,  both  of  the  Clerical 
and  Legal  Profession,  while  the  people  are  appreciating 
and  patronizing  us,  beyond  any  former  period. 

The  specimens  of  quackery,  in  and  out  of  the  pro- 
fession, furnished  in  every  successive  uumber,  we  have 
the  evidence,  are  among  the  most  attractive  articles  in 
the  Journal.  We  have  the  materials  for  enriching  this 
department  of  our  paper,  with  accumulating  and  authen- 
tic facts,  Avhich  cannot  fail  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
public. 

Let  those  who  concur  with  Dr.  P.  forward  the  good 
work  by  soliciting  subscribers  for  our  next  volume  in 
their  own  neighborhoods.  By  obtaining  four  subscri- 
bers their  own  copy  will  be  sent  gratis ;  and  by  remit- 
ting pay  for  five  copies,  they  will  have  two  for  them- 
selves. If  our  subscribers  in  city  and  country  would 
thus  become  agents,  all  desirable  publicity  would  be 
attained  by  the  Gazette.  Dr.  P.  will  do  so,— let  oth- 
ers do  likewise. 

CLOSE    OF   THE  VOLUME. 
New  Series. 

The  New- York  Medical  Gazette  having  now  com- 
pleted its  third  volume,  which  closes  with  the  present 
number ;  and  its  continuance  having  become  a  fixed 
fact,  by  the  favors  of  that  large  portion  of  the  profession 
whose  intellectual  independence  disdains  to  patronize 
those  journals  which  are  the  mere  echo  of  schools, 
cliques,  and  factions ;  it  only  remains  to  announce  the 
changes  which  have  become  necessary,  to  adapt  it  to 
the  permanent  form  which  it  is  henceforth  to  assume. 

The  January  number  will  commence  the  New  Series, 
and  will  comprise  fifty-two  octavo  pages,  including  the 
cover,  which  will  contain  advertisements  only.'  Each 
monthly  issue  will  be  stitched  and  cut,  and  the  quality 
of  the  paper,  typography,  &c,  will  be  equal  to  that  of 
any  journal  in  the  country.  It  will  be  mailed  to  all 
advance-paying  subscribers,  without  expense,  its  -postage 
being  prepaid  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the  sub- 
scription for  the  year. 

Terms,  Two  Dollars  per  annum  if  paid  in  advance, 
or  within  the  first  quarter.  An  advance  of  $1  in  the 
annual  subscription  will  be  charged  to  any  who  neglect 
to  pay  within  three  months. 

Those  who  mistake  by  sending  $1  as  heretofore,  will 
receive  the  paper  for  six  months  only,  unless  the  sub- 
scription is  renewed  by  prepayment. 

E3P  If  all  our  subscribers  will  oblige  us  by  promptly 
remitting  $2  for  the  year  through  the  post  office,  it  may 
be  at  our  rish  and  expense.  But  all  letters  not  contain- 
ing remittances  must  be  postpaid. 

Terms,  Agencies,  &c,  &c,  of  Vol.  IV. 

Professional  Advertisements  will  be  inserted,  as  here- 
tofore, on  the  following  terms,  viz  : 


Annual  Advertisers. — Payable  Quarterly. 
Not  exceeding  one  column,  $25  per  annum. 
Not  exceeding  one  page,       40  " 
Less  than  half  a  column,       20  " 
Less  than  12  lines,  12  " 

Advertisements  inserted  less  than  a  year,  will  pay 
as  follows :  viz.  For  single  insertion,  or  less  than  a 
quarter,  on  the  following  terms,  viz : 

Not  exceeding  12  lines,         $2,  single  insertion. 
Not  exceeding  half  a  column,   4,  " 
Not  exceeding  a  column,         5,  " 
Each  repetition  half  of  these  prices.  Larger  or  smaller 
advertisements  in  proportion.    Payment  in  advance  re- 
quired for  all  advertisements  less  than  a  quarter. 

Agents  are  allowed  25  per  cent.,  which  they 
may  retain  on  all  remittances  sent,  either  for  subscrip- 
tions or  advertisements. 

Seven  copies  will  be  mailed  and  prepaid  for  one 
year  to  any  one  address,  on  the  receipt  of  Ten  Dollars; 
of  which  terms  agents  or  publishers  any  where  can 
avail  themselves. 

Subscription  price  $2  per  annum,  in  advance, 
and  $3  per  annum,  if  not  paid  during  the  first  quarter. 

Communications,  Books  for  Review,  Advertisements, 
and  Subscriptions,  should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor, 
No.  775  Broadway,  New-York. 


Bound  Volumes. 

A  few  copies  only  of  the  first  and  second  volumes 
of  the  New  York  Medical  Gazette,  neatly  bound  and 
lettered,  may  still  be  had  by  remitting  three  dollars  ; 
on  the  receipt  of  which  the  books  will  be  mailed  at  our 
risk  and  sent  to  any  part  of  the  country  free  of  expense. 

As  the  third  volume  is  now  complete,  it  will  be 
bound  to  correspond  with  the  former  two,  and  be  either 
sent  with  them,  or  separately,  as  may  be  ordered,  at 
the  same  rate  as  Vol.  I  and  II. 

New  subscribers,  disposed  to  possess  themselves  of 
a  complete  copy  from  the  beginning,  may  do  so  by  re- 
mitting five  dollars,  which  will  pay  for  the  three  bound 
volumes  already  out,  and  also  include  the  advance  pay- 
ment for  the  fourth  volume.  We  thus  propose  to 
furnish  new  subscribers  who  pay  for  the  next  year  in 
advance  with  complete  copies  of  Vol.  I.,  II.,  and  III., 
bound  and  lettered  at  $1  per  volume. 

It  is  seldom  that  so  much  valuable  professional 
reading,  including  so  great  a  variety  of  original  and  se- 
lected articles,  can  be  obtained  so  cheap.  These 
volumes  comprise  practical  Lectures  on  important  topics 
by  eminent  professors,  together  with  reports  of  cases  in 
private  and  hospital  practice,  besides  every  novelty  in 
either  of  the  departments,  of  foreign  or  domestic  origin. 
Criticisms  upon  all  the  forms  of  quackery  in  or  out  of 
the  profession,  and  especially  in  medical  schools,  con- 
stitute a  staple  article  of  every  number.  In  short,  it 
may  be  justly  said  that  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Gazette 
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condenses  every  thing  new,  valuable  or  racy,  which  has 
occurred  in  our  medical  world  during  1850,  '51,  and 
'52,  whether  transpiring  at  home  or  abroad. 


Medical  Schools  in  New- York. 

We  are  gratified  to  report  that  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  have  enrolled  as  pupils  the  names  of  nearly 
two  hundred  and  fifty  students,  which  is  not  only 
the  largest  class  ever  matriculated  in  this  school,  but  is 
the  largest  number  of  bona  fide  students,  which  have 
ever  attended  the  lectures  in  any  college  in  this  city, 
during  any  former  session.    It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
add,  that  the  class  nearly  doubles  the  number  of  such 
students  now  attending  at  the  University  School,  after 
all  their  ad  captandum  flourishes,  clap  trap,  and  GAS. 
Their  large  building  and  small  class,  show   such  a 
"beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes,"  that  it  has  been 
suggested  by  their  judicious  advisers,  that  they  should 
forthwith  sell  out  their  interest  in  the  property  on  14th 
Street,  to  the  Faculty  of  the  Crosby  Street  college, 
who  sadly  need  a  larger  and  better  building  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  their  class,  their  lecture  rooms  being 
literally  crowded  with  students.    The  old  building  now 
occupied  by  the  latter  would  afford  ample  room  for  all 
the  present  class,  or  for  any  future  class  which  the 
Faculty  of  the  14th-street  school  can  hope  for,  until  they 
reform  altogether  their  unprofessional  and  quackish 
habits,  which  on  behalf  of  the  fraternity  we  have  had 
occasion  so  often  to  rebuke.    Their  falling  off  more  than 
ever  this  year,  has  fulfilled  our  predictions  to  the  letter, 
for  though  the  prestige  of  Dr.  Mott's  name  has  given 
them  this  year  their  semblance  of  a  class,  a  majority  of 
their  students  having  been  only  thus  drawn  thither;  yet 
another  year  will  prove  that  even  these  will  take  their 
degree  elsewhere,  by  reason  of  the  odor  which  attaches 
to  their  diploma,  and  renders  it  contraband  in  several  of 
the  States  ;  to  say  nothing  of  its  cheapness  with  the 
Army  and  Naval,  and.  Hospital  boards  of  Examiners,  of 
which  we  shall  say  more  hereafter. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  has  more  students  this  year  than 
at  the  session  of  last  year;  so  that  they  have  a  lar- 
ger class  without  Dr.  Mott,  than  with  him.  This  is  a 
poser  to  many  beside  his  present  colleagues,  but  the 
reasons  are  open  and  patent  among  the  readers  of 
this  Journal.  For  though  we  have  been  foremost  in 
our  expressions  of  respect  and  admiration  for  the  tran- 
scendent surgical  abilities  of  that  truly  great  man  ;  and 
this  while  he  was  under  the  ban  of  proscription  by  his 
present  colleagues,  as  our  readers  well  know ;  yet  we 
have  deplored  the  fatal  misstep  which  he  has  fallen  into, 
by  returning  to  the  camp  of  his  enemies,  and  being  en- 
snared into  association  with  those  who  had  decieved  and 
betrayed  him,  and  now  only  seek  to  use  him  again  for 
their  own  selfish  purposes.  His  experience  should  not 
have  been  lost  upon  him,  especially  as  he  had  found  a 


dignified  post  of  usefulness  among  his  true  and  early 
friends,  who  appreciated  his  merits,  and  sought  to  do 
him  honor.  And  he  will  soon  learn  that  neither  honor 
nor  emolument  await  him,  by  his  present  association  with 
a  "  sinking  concern." 

The  New  York  Medical  College,  which  is  the  third 
school  in  our  city,  is  of  so  recent  origin,  this  beincr  the 
third  year  of  its  existence,  that  its  friends  have  been 
gratified  and  surprised  at  the  degree  of  success  which 
attends  it,  auguring  as  it  does  for  the  future  a  career  of 
encouraging  prosperity.  The  class  has  more  .than 
doubled  since  last  year,  and  will  probably  number  near- 
ly one  hundred  pupils.  This  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  other  of  the  young  schools  either  in  Philadel- 
phia or  elsewhere.  And  without  any  invidious  distinc- 
tions or  comparisons  among  its  Faculty,  we  cannot 
forbear  to  name  Professors  Dore'mus,  Carnochan,  and 
Peaslee,  as  a  trio  who,  if  the  Trustees  can  retain  in  their 
service,  cannot  fail  by  their  abilities  and  worth,  to  attract 
students  to  the  Halls  which  are  favored  with  such  ac- 
complished teachers,  as  another  year  will  show. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  courses  of  lectures  now 
in  progress  in  the  three  colleges  of  New  York,  there 
are  systematic  lectures  and  cliniques  in  progress  at  the 
several  hospitals,  beside  private  teaching  by  lectures, 
&c,  in  various  specialities. 

Dr.  Detmold  on  Surgery,— Dr.  Corson  on  Chest 
diseases, — Dr.  Stephenson  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye, 
— Dr.  Bulkley  on  the  Skin, — Dr.  Kelly  on  Venereal 
diseases, — and  Dr.  Elliott  on  Ophthalmic  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  The  large  number  of  students  in  the  city 
seem  to  be  diligently  improving  all  these  and  kindred 
opportunities,  and  we  trust  that  the  time  is  not  distant 
when  a  brighter  day  will  dawn  upon  Medical  Education 
in  New-York. 


Medical  Education. 

The  periodical  press  in  the  service  of  the  profession 
is  everywhere  dwelling  upon  this  important  subject, 
aiming  to  elevate  the  standard  of  medical  teaching,  in 
conformity  with  the  unanimous  sentiment  expressed  in 
the  successive  recommendations  of  the  American  Me- 
dical Association. 

Still  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  very  little  has  been 
gained  by  all  the  loud  sounding  notes  of  Reform,  which 
have  been  echoing  through  the  land,  and  for  the  obvious 
reason  that  the  Medical  Colleges,  who  have  all  the  power 
in  their  own  hands,  are  averse  to  any  interference  with 
this  subject  which  may  by  possibility  be  prejudicial  to  the 
indulgence  of  the  "avri  sacra  fames"  which  appears 
to  be  with  most  of  these  institutions  paramount  and  in- 
satiable. And  the  signs  of  the  times  at  present,  we 
are  sorry  to  say,  are  ominous  of  still  deeper  humiliation 
to  all  who  have  laboured  to  elevate  the  dignity  and 
character  of  the  profession,  by  salutary  reform. 

Witness  the  late  manifesto  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  reluctantly  yielding  to  the  pressure  of 
. 
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necessitating  circumstances  by  abbreviating  the  term  of 
lectures,  after  having  extended  it  to  the  six  months' 
course  which  the  voice  of  the  whole  profession  had 
seemed  to  demand.  We  may  not  censure  this  back- 
ward march,  but  we  cannot  help  deploring  its  necessity. 
It  betokens  the  triumph  of  those  who  have  steadfastly 
contemned  the  American  Medical  Association  from  the 
first,  and  resisted  any  extension  of  the  four  months 
course. 

Still  more  ominous  of  ill,  is  the  strife  for  students 
between  rival  schools,  which  has  resulted  from  their 
indiscreet  multiplication  beyond  the  demand,  and 
beyond  the  resources  of  the  country  in  competent  pro- 
fessors ;  whence  the  profession  suffers  the  double 
disgrace  of  miserably  unqualified  teachers,  in  some  in- 
stances, as  well  as  uneducated,  and  uncivilized  pupils. 
Witness  the  reduction  of  fees  to  the  lowest  possible 
mark  by  several  of  the  colleges,  avowedly  for  the 
purpose  of  attracting  students  away  from  rival  schools, 
by  cheapening  medical  education,  as  though  they  were 
about  to  make  "every  man  his  own  doctor."  Even  in 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  we  find  the  Faculty  driven 
to  this  measure,  their  fees  being  reduced  to  $50  for  a 
full  course  ;  while  in  Chicago  and  elsewhere  they  are 
brought  down  to  half  this  sum.  In  many  rival  colleges 
of  the  country  the  all-important  subject  of  fees  is  made 
the  subject  of  correspondence  and  negociation  with  the 
students,  by  the  respective  Faculties  and  their  agents, 
stipulating  to  charge  lower  than  the  lowest,  and  agree- 
ing rather  than  lose  their  names  fiom  their  catalogues 
to  charge  nothing  for  the  tickets  and  even  dispense  with 
the  matriculation  fee  of  $5,  which  indeed,  it  is  now 
strongly  urged,  should  be  abolished. 

All  this  and  much  more  is  notorious,  for  at  this  very 
hour  the  evidence  is  before  us  of  infinitely  worse  bar- 
gaining and  chaffering  for  students,  by  means  still  more 
degrading,  compromising  not  merely  professional  dignity, 
but  every  attribute  of  manhood.  But  we  forbear,  and 
turn  away  with  sickening  disgust,  and  look  around  in 
vain  for  any  remedy  while  such  colleges  are  sustained. 


New-York  Academy  of  Medicine, 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  this  body,  Dr.  F.  C. 
Stewart  delivered  the  Anniversary  Oration,  which  was 
dispensed  with  last  year,  because  of  the  absence  of 
Dr.  S.  in  Europe.  It  was  on  the  respect  due  to  the 
profession,  and  the  respect  shown  by  the  public,  as  we 
learn  by  the  notices  in  the  secular  papers,  a  theme  so 
trite  and  common  place  that  it  must  have  required  all 
the  learning  and  ability  of  the  orator  to  give  it  interest. 
Absence  from  the  city  deprived  us  of  the  pleasure  of 
healing  it,  but  we  learn  from  our  reporter  that  the  ora- 
tion was  well  received  and  deserves  publication. 


Society  for  the  relief  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of 
Medical  Men. 

The  Anniversary  Supper  of  this  praise- worthy  In- 


stitution, took  place  at  the  Astor  House,  on  the  18th 
instant. 

The  Presiding  Officer,  Dr.  Bliss,  was  supported  on 
the  right  by  Rev.  Dr.  Vermilyea,  J.  W.  Gerard,  Esq. 
Dr.  Francis,  Dr.  Stevens,  and  Dr.  Wood,  while  on  his 
left  sat  His  Honor  Mayor  Kingsland,  Drs.  Camp  and 
Gillou,  representing  the  Army  and  Navy,  Dr.  Delafield, 
Dr.  Herschel  and  the  Hon.  Simeon  Draper. 

Most  of  these  gentlemen  made  speeches  at  the  ta- 
ble, as  did  also  Dr.  McPbail,  of  Brooklyn,  Dr.  Rock- 
well, Dr.  Detmold,  the  worthy  host  W.  Stetson,  Esq.  and 
other  gentlemen.  Some  disappointment  was  felt  at  the 
absence  of  Rev.  Dr.  Bond,  who  had  been  selected  to 
represent  the  clerical  profession,  after  so  long  sustaining 
an  eminent  rank  as  a  physician,  which  enhanced  the  de- 
sire to  hear  him  on  this  occasion.  His  sudden  indispo- 
sition deprived  us  of  a  speech  which  would  have  been 
gratifying  to  all,  and  his  place  was  supplied  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Vermilyea,  with  his  usual  tact  and  ability.  Mr. 
Gerard  also  kindly  consented  to  speak  for  the  Hon.  Mr. 
White,  who  was  detained  for  the  same  reason  as  Dr. 
Bond. 

The  supper  was  in  the  best  style  of  the  far  famed 
Astor,  and  in  all  respects  passed  off  to  the  credit  of  the 
stewards,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the  company,  number- 
ing nearly  two  hundred.  The  receipts  of  donations  to 
the  funds  were  libera],  though  not  equal  to  those  of 
last  year.  We  were  unable  to  learn  the  exact  amount, 
but  it  was  announced  that  upwards  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars  were  in  the  Treasury,  and  that  during  the  rear 
the  first  beneficiaries  had  been  paid,  being  the  widow 
and  five  children  of  a  late  member,  who  on  his  account 
and  their  own,  were  every  way  worthy.  We  omit  his 
name  and  regret  that  it  has  been  printed  elsewhere,  for 
though  not  a  charity,  but  a  just  claim,  the  sensibilities 
of  survivors  may  shrink  from  publicity,  and  these 
should  be  respected  in  every  case. 

We  embrace  the  opportunity  again  to  urge  the 
claims  of  this  Society  upon  all  the  brethren  in  the  citv 
and  vicinity,  who  as  we  think  should  be  enrolled  on  its 
list  of  members,  by  the  payment  of  ten  dollars  annually 
to  its  funds.  In  this  way  they  will  aid  the  common  ob- 
ject of  benevolence  to  which  none  of  us  should  be  in- 
different, for  we  know  not  whose  widow  and  orphans 
may  hereafter  need  the  benefits  of  this  foundation. 

It  has  been  often  said  that  with  comparativelv  rare 
exceptions,  it  is  the  lot  of  our  fraternity  to  work  hard — 
live  well, — and  die  poor  /  History  will  record  this  chron 
icle  of  many  of  us,  and  all  should  share  while  they 
may  in  sustaining  this  provision  for  survivors  whom  we 
may  leave  behind  us. 

Dr.  Isaac  Wood  is  the  Treasurer,  and  will  be  hap- 
py to  receive  the  names  of  new  members. 


Anatomical  Drawing. 

We  have  seen  a  colossal  colored  drawing,  illustra- 
ting the  Anatomy  of  the  Nervous  System,  which  has 
been  prepared  for  Professor  Alonzo  Clark,  to  be  used 
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before  his  class  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons. It  is  admirably  executed  by  Mr.  James  Plunk- 
el,  No.  66,  West  18th  st.  New-York,  who  offers  his  ser- 
vices in  this  department  of  pictorial  art,  for  which  his 
experience  in  Europe  and  America  has  given  him  great 
skill.  We  understand  this  last  effort  of  his  pencil  is  to 
be  lithographed  and  published  for  the  use  of  Lecturers. 
He  deserves  encouragement  and  patronage. 


Dr.  Tully 

Is  about  to  issue  an  elaborate  work  on  Materia  Medica, 
in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  is  a  veteran.  We  be- 
speak for  this  former  eminent  teacher  of  Old  Yale,  the 
favor  of  the  profession. 


The  Medical  Examiner. 

The  last  number  of  this  popular  periodical  comes 
to  us  with  its  usual  and  ample  supply  of  valuable  read- 
ing matter,  and  includes  an  addition  of  some  fifty -six 
pages  of  a  single  advertisement.  We  congratulate  the 
publishers,  on  this  evidence  of  their  increasing  circula- 
tion and  patronage. 


Medical  College  of  Georgia. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  from  a  medical  sojourner 
in  Augusta,  that  the  present  session  of  lectures  has 
opened  most  auspiciously  with  a  larger  class  than  ever 
before,  thus  early,  and  it  is  supposed  will  reach  nearly 
200  students.  With  its  present  faculty,  the  friends  of 
the  Institution  have  every  confidence  in  its  permanence 
and  usefulness. 


New-York  Tribune. 

A  late  number  of  this  sheet  contains  an  extract  from 
the  statistics  of  Surgery  at  the  Emigrants'  Hospital, 
and  our  comments  thereon  ;  but  makes  no  mention  of 
the  name  of  the  Surgeon,  Professor  Carnochan,  nor 
does  it  condescend  to  state  the  source  whence  it  deriv- 
ed the  article.  We  are  becoming  accustomed  to  such 
petty  larceny,  and  only  chronicle  the  fact  without  any 
hope  of  better  treatment. 


Chrono-Thernialis>m. 

We  see  an  article  from  a  well  known  source,  in  some 
of  the  newspapers  of  a  certain  class,  alleging  that 
Marshal  Hall,  and  certain  other  medical  dignitaries  of 
Great  Britain  are  secretly  adopting  this  mode  of  prac- 
tice, and  withholding  acknowledgment  from  Dr.  Dixon, 
for  his  discoveries  !  It  is  also  affirmed  that  certain  phy- 
sicians in  New-York  are  clandestinely  playing  the  same 
tricks.  We  had  thought  of  nailing  this  wholesale 
falsehood  to  the  counter  if  it  was  worth  while.  But  it 
nwv  suffice  to  remind  the  author  that  it  is  contrary  to 
the  law  of  Moses  to  yoke  an  ox  and  an  ass  in  the  same 
team.    Hall  and  Dixon !  0  !  Moses. 
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A  Palpable  Hit. 

The  editor  of  the  New- York  Daily  times  is  advertis- 
ing for  curiosities,  and  among  them  he  wants  any  mem- 
ber of  the  "  three  liberal  professions,  who  wears  an  old 
coat,  rather  than  170  in  debt  for  a  new  one."  We  could 
introduce  him  to  many  such  in  the  medical  ranks,  whose 
success  in  life  has  resulted  from  the  precise  economy  of 
which  his  hint  is  significant.  But  we  must  "acknow- 
ledge the  corn"  in  reference  to  too  many  of  the  juniors, 
and  some  of  the  seniors  in  our  profession  who  never 
succeed  in  acquiring  even  a  competence,  unless  in  the 
few  cases  in  which  they  hit  upon  a  matrimonial  specula- 
tion, and  thus  pay  off  their  debts. 

We  have  known  many  of  the  poorest  men  among 
us,  without  practice  or  prospects,  by  reason  of  obvious 
defects  in  their  medical  and  moral  training,  or  deficient 
brains  ;  who  nevertheless  prided  themselves  on  their 
personal  appearance,  and  kept  a  rich  and  extensive  ward- 
robe, renewed  at  the  expense  of  their  tailors.  While 
others  whose  income  from  business  was  insufficient  to 
provide  for  their  families  any  other  home  than  an  ordi- 
nary boarding  house,  yet  for  purposes  of  ostentation 
sported  an  equipage  beyond  their  more  successful  neigh- 
bors, driving  a  close  carriage  and  pair,  sometimes  a  live- 
ried coachman,  in  the  vain  expectation  of  meeting  these 
accumulated*  expenses,  by  seeming  to  be  what  they 
were  not.  We  have  never  known  an  instance  of  success 
in  obtaining  either  position  or  practice  by  such  extrava- 
gance, but  have  often  observed  the  downfall  of  such  sil- 
ly adventurers,  whose  history  has  wound  up  under  the 
auspices  of  the  sheriff,  they  having  been  eaten  up  of 
debt. 

To  such,  we  commend  the  hint  of  the  Daily  Times, 
for  it  must  be  conceded  that  there  are  too  many  in  our 
liberal  profession,  who  doff  their  old  coat,  and  don  a 
new  one,  before  either  is  paid  for ;  which  is  neither  poli- 
tic nor  safe.  And  so  of  horses,  carriages,  and  other 
items  of  expensive  living,  better  far  to  dispense  with 
these  luxuries,  until  they  can  be  indulged  in  without 
debt. 

Health  Documents. 

We  have  been  favored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Health  of  the  city  of  London,  with  their  second  Report 
on  Quarantine,  and  yellow  fever,  presented  to  both  houses 
of  Parliament  by  command  of  Her  Majesty.  It  is  ac- 
companied by  an  appendix  on  Cholera.  We  are  grati- 
fied that  the  doctrines  of  contagion  are  utterly  repudiat- 
ed, and  the  evidence  is  presented  in  ample  detail, 
which  demand  the  revision  of  the  Quarantine  system, 
for  which  we  have  been  contending  since  1S19,  when 
our  experience  in  Yellow  Fever,  was  equal  to  that  in 
Cholera  in  1832,-34  and  49  ;  and  our  published  opinions 
in  regard  to  both  diseases  are  here  cited,  and  our  letter 
to  the  Committee  of  the  New-York  legislature  on  Qua- 
rantine quoted  with  approval.   Truth  is  mighty. 


American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 
The  last  number  of  this  old  and  established  favorite 
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among  periodicals  is  accompanied  by  an  illuminated 
catalogue  of  Blanchard  &  Lea's  publications,  and  con- 
tains an  unusual  variety  of  memoirs,  cases,  reviews,  <Jccr 
with  an  extensive  summary  of  novelties  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  profession,  and  medical  intelligence  both 
foreign  and  domestic.  We  hoped  to  furnish  extracts, 
but  lack  the  room. 


Professor  Joiui  Bell. 

This  veteran  writer,  teacher  and  practitioner,  having 
returned  to  Philadelphia,  has  resumed  his  pen,  and  an- 
nounces a  forthcoming  work  on  Mineral  Waters,  as  a 
companion  to  his  great  book  on  Baths,  so  universally 
esteemed  as  the  best  authority  on  that  subject. 

He  invites  communications  from  those  who  reside 
near  any  of  the  celebrated  watering  places  of  the  United 
States,  or  having  experience  in  their  use  as  prophylaetic 
or  curative.  Details  are  desired  touching  their  accessi- 
bility, facilities,  and  accommodations,  which  those  con- 
cerned will  find  their  interest  to  furnish,  obliging  them- 
selves rather  than  the  author.  We  predict  a  critical, 
elaborate  and  impartial  work,  which  will  have  an  exten- 
sive sale  and  a  wide  circulation,  from  the  known  reputa- 
tion and  ability  of  Professor  Bell.  No  man  in  the  coun- 
try is  better  qualified  to  produce  such  a  work.  We  wish 
for  him  and  his  worthy  publishers  great  succes. 


New  York  Hospital. 

•Hi  a.>an  10  untinvou  sid;  u>.''ie*do^j'iJ'ja  ay/id  jjd  j  iuv 
The  Governors  of  this  old  institution,  have  pub- 
lished an  appeal  for  funds,  with  the  view  of  erecting 
new  buildings  on  their  present  location  in  Broad- 
way, thus  enlarging  their  accommodations  for  patients, 
by  covering  the  little  remaining  space  with  other 
Hospital  premises,  and  depriving  the  inmates  of  the 
only  sources  of  air  and  ventilation  afforded  by  the 
very  slender  spaces  of  open  ground  which  yet  remain 
around  their  present  buildings,  insufficient  as  these  are 
already.  They  have  even  advertised  for  plans  of  erec- 
tion, offering  premiums  for  those  approved. 

Now  if  we  could  hope  to  be  heard  by  this  close 
Corporation,  we  should  remonstrate  by  reminding  these 
Governors  that  they  have  quite  enough  on  their  hands 
already,  in  Broadway,  and  Bloomingdale.  That  their 
buildings  are  numerous  enough,  and  large  enough  al- 
ready, and  that  what  is  needed  in  this  city,  is  a  new 
Hospital,  under  other  Governors,  chosen  by  the  peo- 
ple, whose  medical  and  surgical  appointments  shall  be 
free  from  the  imputation  of  favoritism  and  nepotism  ; 
but  open  to  fair  competition,  and  secured  only  by  merit. 
All  concerned  will  understand  us,  and  they  will  take 
heed,  and  act  accordingly,  if  they  are  wise. 

The  experience  of  European  countries  may  be  cited 
in  proof  that  the  interests  of  the  sick  poor,  demand  not 
the  overgrown  hospitals  of  the  past,  but  new  and  small- 
er establishments,  having  large  open  grounds  around 
them,  where  the  laws  of  health  can  be  regarded,  and 
surgical  operations  especially,  be  rendered  le*s  danger- 
ous and  fatal,  by  a  salubrious  atmosphere.  The  public 
as  well  as  the  profession,  are  awaking  to  the  importance 


of  increasing  the  hospital  accommodations  of  this  city, 
and  they  will  no  longer  be  indifferent  spectators  of  the 
action  taken  by  those  who  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the 
power  and  patronage  in  this  department.  We  say  thus 
much  with  -high  respect  for  the  character  and  motives 
of  the  present  Board,  but  with  strong  hostility  to  the 
system,  the  long  continuance  of  which,  is  with  us  no  ar- 
gument for  its  perpetuity. 

Medical  Times. 

Our  neighbor  has  forgotten  to  exchange  with  us,  as 
the  last  number  has  not  reached  us.  A  critique  has 
been  sent  us  but  our  space  is  too  limited  to  insert  it. 
We  have  only  room  to  allude  to  a  few  of  the  items  se- 
lected by  our  curious  correspondent,  viz. 

1st.  Dr.  Bachelder's  use  of  the  " pruning  shears  used 
by  the  English  gardners"  for  excising  fragments  of  bone 
in  ununited  fracture;  which  he  characterises  as  a  "new 
contribution  to  the  armamentarium  of  a  surgical  case  " 
and  commends  to  our  friend  Tiemann. 

2nd.  Dr.  Bachelder's  definition  of  the  objects  of 
Tracheotomy  viz.  1st,  to  let  air  into  the  lungs  !  and  2nd, 
to  get  rid  of  extraneous  bodies  !  which  our  critic  styles 
"sparkling  novelties." 

3rd.  Dr.  Swett  reports  a  case  with  "symptoms  of 
intense  croup,"  but  as  lie  "  could  detect  nothing  "  in  the 
throat,  after  "  purging,  vomiting  and  leeching,"  "ex- 
ploring the  larynx  !"  and  finding  it  "  impossible  to  intro- 
duce a  sponge!  owing  to  the  bobbing  about  of  the 
larynx,  he  suspected  that  it  was  not  croup  !"  blit  "  con- 
sidered it  congestion  of  the  brain,"  as  the  child  had  suf- 
fered a  convulsion  a  week  before,  and  this  symptom  re- 
curred. During  the  discussion  Dr.  Clark  pointed  out  a 
"  source  of  error  in  such  cases,  by  mistaking  mucus,  for 

i  false  membrane,"  when  looking  into  the  throat,  in  search 

I  ... 

|  for  croup.    He  had  corrected  himself  in  this  particular 

|  by  the  microscope  ! 

|  This  whole  report  our  correspondent  denominates 
I  "transcendental  nonsense,"  and  adds  pro-di-gi-ous  ! 

In  an  editorial,  our  colleges  are  said  to  be  all  con- 
gratulating themselves  !  upon  the  promises  for  the  sea- 
son, a  use  of  the  con,  against  which  the  critic  pRO-tests. 

Among  the  foreign  items  is  found  the  following, 
which  our  censorious  correspondent  commends  as  strik- 
ingly apropos  to  Dr.  Bedford  and  the  Northern  Lan- 
cet, viz.  .,.»-!i;/i«n3iU'«.»aotri:> 

"  What  is  a  Clinical  lecture?  "  The  editor  of  the  Ed- 
inburgh Monthly  Journal  replies,  "Judging  from  those 
that  are  perpetually  appearing  in  print,  it  is  sometimes, 
a  tritical  medical  essay,  not  necessarily  delivered,  and 
very  unnecessarily  printed!" 

The  above  and  a  score  of  similar  "  nick  nacks,"  for 
which  we  cannot  find  room,  are  declared  by  our  un- 
known correspondent  as  constituting  "the  cream  of  the 
November  number  of  the  Medical  Times."  The  insuf- 
ferable filth  of  Ricord's  last  letter,  he  calls  "slop  milk," 
and  adds  that  it  ought  never  to  have  been  translated. 
"  French  it  is  and  French  let  it  be,"  though  Ricord  is 
an  American,  for  he  has  become  Frenchified. 
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American  Medical  Association. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Association, 
will  be  held  at  the  city  of  New-York,  on  Tuesday,  May 
3d,  1853. 

The  Secretaries  of  all  Societies,  and  other  bodies 
entitled  to  representation  in  the  Association,  are  reques- 
ted to  forward  to  the  undersigned,  correct  lists  of  their 
respective  delegations,  as  soon  as  they  may  be  appoint- 
ed ;  and  it  is  desired  by  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, that  the  appointments  be  made  at  as  early  a  pe- 
riod as  possible. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Art.  II,  of  the 
Constitution  : 

"Each  local  Society  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
sending  to  the  Association,  one  delegate  for  every  ten 
of  its  regular  resident  members,  and  one  for  every  ad- 
ditional fraction  of  more  than  half  this  number.  The 
faculty  of  every  regularly  constituted  Medical  College 
or  chartered  School  of  Medicine,  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  sending  two  delegates.  The  Professional  Staff 
of  everv  chartered  or  Municipal  Hospital,  containing  a 
hundred  inmates  or  more,  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
sending  two  delegates  ;  and  every  other  permanently 
organized  Medical  Institution,  of  good  standing,  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  sending  one  delegate." 

Edward  L.  Beadle, 
One  of  the  Secretaries, 

No.  42  Bleecker-st.  New-York. 

The  Medical  Press  of  tho  United  States  is  respect- 
fully requested  to  copy  the  above. 


Inconsistencies  of  Homoeopathy. 

In  our  last,  we  briefly  presented  a  few  of  the  bald 
assumptions  of  this  so  called  system  upon  which  com- 
mon sense  writes  absurdity,  apart  from  the  verdict  of 
science,  and  experience.  We  now  invite  the  attention  of 
all  men  and  women,  who  do  their  own  thinking,  to  the 
glaring  inconsistencies  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
this  impudently  proffered  substitute  for  the  science  of 
rational  medicine. 

1.  Homoeopathy  teaches  the  maxim  "  similia  simi- 
libus  curantur,"  as  the  invariable  law,  of  universal  ap- 
plication in  disease  and  remedies.  And  yet,  in  palpable 
violation  of  this  their  chosen  axiom,  every  one  of  their 
books  teaches,  and  all  their  practitioners  apply  the  an- 
tagonistic and  irreconcilable  doctrine  of  "contraria,  con- 
trariis  curantur,"  which  they  falsely  allege  to  be  the 
uniform  characteristic  of  what  they  denounce  under  the 
nick  name  "  Allopathy,"  or  "  old  school"  practice. 

Examples.  In  cases  of  disease  from  over  eating> 
Homoeopathy  properly  prescribes  abstinence,  instead  of 
eating  more,  which  consistency  with  their  maxim  de- 
mands ;  and  so  of  every  other  excess.  In  cases  of  pois- 
oning, they  prescribe  antidotes,  instead  of  increasing 
the  dose,  in  this  as  in  all  other  cases,  taking  refuge  un- 
der contraria,  &ic. 

2nd.  Homoeopathy  stoutly  insists  upon  infinitesimal 


doses  of  all  drugs,  and  for  the  reason  that  their  potency 
is  increased  in  the  geometrical  ratio  of  their  diminution, 
so  that  Hahnemann  himself  affirms  that  "  it  is  impossi- 
ble the  dose  can  be  too  small  f" 

If  they  were  consistent,  they  would  employ  drugs 
only  in  their  crude  state,  and  would  abjure  all  extracts, 
concentrations,  or  chemical  preparations  in  which  the 
medical  power  of  drugs  is  augmented  a  thousand  fold, 
as  in  the  case  of  alkaloids,  &c.  infinitesimal  doses  of 
which,  are  more  active  than  the  drugs  from  which 
they  are  prepared,  and  this  to  an  extent  which  defies 
all  arithmetic  to  compute.  And  yet,  Homceopathists  ev- 
ery where  employ  morphine,  instead  of  opium,  and  so 
of  all  the  most  virulent  narcotics,  and  most  violent 
agents  of  the  Materia  Medica.  It  is  true  they  can  thus 
seem  to  adhere  to  infinitesimal  doses,  for  none  other  can 
be  given  by  any  body  without  destroying  life  ;  and  they 
thus  impose  upon  their  ignorant  patients  the  belief,  that 
the  potency  of  these  concentrations  is  due  to  Homoe- 
opathy, and  increased  by  diminution,  when  they  are  in- 
debted to  Chemistry  for  these  weapons  of  deception  • 
and  when  the  effects  produced  upon  their  patients  prove 
that  they  employ  these  agents  in  their  regular  and  es. 
tablished  dose,  as  directed  in  every  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
posological  table  found  in  the  standard  authors  of  ra- 
tional medicine. 

3rd.  Homoeopathy  rejects  all  the  scholastic  lights  of 
ancient  and  modern  science,  which  is  denounced  by  their 
great  progenitor  Hahnemann,  as  "  the  learned  lumber 
of  the  schools  whicb  has  been  accumulating  for  2000 
years,"  and  scouted  as  worthless. 

And  yet,  finding  that  some  pretensions  to  learning 
are  necessary  to  gain  confidence  among  the  intelligent; 
they  get  up  a  Medical  College  of  their  own,  and  profes3 
to  indoctrinate  pupils  into  all  the  anatomy,  phyriology, 
pathology,  surgery,  obstetrics  and  chemistry,  taught  in 
regular  medical  schools,  and  claiming  to  differ  with 
them  only  in  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica.  And 
this,  although  each  of  the  sciences  they  profess  to 
teach  is  inconsistent  with,  and  utterly  explodes  their 
whole  fabric  whether  of  speculation  or  practice. 

4th.  Homceopathists  are  divided  into  sects  already, 
utterly  inconsistent  with  each  other.  Their  earliest  dif- 
ferences between  the  high  and  low  dilutionists,  are  rad- 
ical and  irreconcileable,  each  repudiating  the  practice  of 
the  other,  and  each  claiming  to  be  exclusively  the  dis- 
ciples of  Hahnemann,  whose  writings  sustain  both,  be- 
ing throughout  discordant,  and  antagonistic,  his  later 
works  being  wholly  inconsistent  with  his  earlier  pro- 
ductions. 

5th.  A  large  sect  of  Homceopathists  openly  profess 
to  run  an  accommodation  line,  "  becoming  all  things  to 
all  men."  Hence  they  consult  their  patients  whether 
they  shall  treat  them  Allopathically  or  Homceopathical- 
ly,  professing  to  understand  both  systems,  and  them- 
selves indifferent  as  to  which  mode  of  cure  shall  be 
adopted.  These  knaves  are  either  ignorant  of  both  sys- 
tems, or  they  are  demonstrably  reckless  of  all  else  be- 
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side  their  fees,  or  perhaps  both  may  be  justly  predicated 
of  such,  but  their  inconsistency  it  criminally  palpable. 

Oth.  Honesty  and  candor  demands  of  Homa:opatli- 
ists,  that  they  should  openly  avow  their  sect,  and 
"show  their  colors,"  by  announcing  themselves  upon 
their  signs  and  cards,  as  engaged  in  Homaopythic 
practice.  But  instead  of  this  they  call  themselves  Doc- 
tor A.  or  Doctor  B.  without  any  designation  by  which 
the  public  may  contradistinguish  them,  even  when  they 
wish  to  avoid  them.  In  this  way  they  are  publis  de- 
ceivers, and  find  their  way  into  the  families  of  strangers 
especially,  or  are  summoned  on  emergencies  to  patients, 
who  would  not  voluntarily  allow  their  approach.  They 
thus  gain  their  fees  before  the  fraud  is  discovered,  and 
their  object  being  thus  gained,  very  patiently  take  their 
abrupt  dismission  and  pocket  the  insult.  That  they 
are  occasionally  kicked  and  cuffed  by  indignant  parties, 
whostf  keen  sense  of  injury  leads  to  resentment  of  their 
impositions,  as  several  have  been  recently  in  this  city, 
seems  not  to  disturb  their  equanimity  any  more  than  if 
they  were  used  to  it. 

Another  chapter  on  the  tricks  of  Homceopathists, 
is  forthcoming. 


Front  the  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Philadelphia. 
Insanity. 

Dr.  Bell  stated  that,  in  a  newspaper  published  at 
Cincinnati,  he  had  seen  an  account  of  an  individual  be- 
ing sent  recently  to  the  insane  department  of  the  Com- 
mercial Hospital,  of  that  city,  under  the  authority  of  a 
certificate  from  two  magistrates  and  a  physician,  who, 
two  days  subsequently,  was  discharged  from  the  insti- 
tution in  consequence  of  no  symptoms  being  detected  in 
him  indicative  of  mental  derangement.  Such  an  occur- 
rence is  sufficiently  mortifying  to  our  professional  pride,  if 
we  have  any  left,  even  were  it  a  solitary  instance,  and  not 
a  repetition  of  the  same  error  cemraitted  on  other  occa- 
sions. During  the  past  winter  Dr.  Bell  saw  a  young 
man  committed  to  the  same  institution  as  insane,  in* 
whom,  upon  the  most  careful  examination,  and  after 
repeated  conversations,  he  was  unable  to  detect  the 
sligktest  indication  of  insanity.  He  was  a  man,  it  ap- 
peared, of  strong  passions,  and  having  threatened  his 
brother  with  violence,  should  he  come  in  his  way,  lie 
was  sent,  at  the  instance  of  the  latter,  to  the  hospital, 
to  secure  him  from  his  threats. 

There  is  much  and  deplorable  ignorance  upon  the 
subject  of  insanity,  its  nature  and  manifestations,  as 
well  as  in  respect  to  its  preper  management,  not  only 
among  those  out  of  the  profession,  but  among  physi- 
cians also.  The  disease  is  but  superficially  studied  by 
the  majority  of  practitioners,  whjle  to  those  who  are 
about  to  enter  into  the  profession,  few  opportunities 
are  afforded  to  enable  them  to  become  familiar  with  its 
characteristics,  in  the  several  forms  in  which  it  presents 
jtself — its  pathology  and  treatment. 

Unfortunately,  the  shortness  of  the  sessions  in  our 
jn«dic»l  *£hools  readers  it  impossible  fun-  the  profession 


to  present  this,  and  other  subjects,  in  anything  like  re- 
quisite fulness  and  detail,  if  at  all. 

T»..->    i  ",/iim     ~l    f.    ,~7'!j>     <;J  j .{  yj  lllvf 

Afte  r  some  observations  from  other  member*  of  the 
College,  Dr.  Bull  remarked  that  he  had  introduced  the 
subject  of  insanity  in  reference  to  its  connection  with 
medical  jurisprudence,  which  is  so  deplorably  neglected 
in  medical  education.  The  consequences  are.  that  the 
community  suffers  in  a  variety  of  ways, and  the  ends  of 
justice  are  often  defeated;  while  the  profession  .sutlers 
in  its  reputation,  owing  to  the  discordant,  and  for  the 
most  pnrt  hasty  and  immature,  opinions  of  its  mem- 
bers on  medico  legal  subjects,  before  the  courts  and 
other  tribunals:. 

In  proof  of  the  neglect  of  suitable,  inquiries  into  a 
detection  of  the  cause  of  death  from  violence,  whether 
with  suicidal  or  homicidal  intention,  or  the  result  of  ac- 
cident, Dr.  Bell  related  a  case  which  came  under  his 
own  observation.  A  man  of  intemperate  habits,  a  boot- 
black in  a  large  hotel,  was  found,  early  in  the  morning, 
senseless,  just  outside  the  door  of  the  basement.  He, 
expired  in  less  than  an  hour -after  being  thus  found  and 
brought  into  the  house.  A  coroner's  jury  met  on  the 
occasion,  and  Dr.  Bell,  who  lodged  in  the  hotel,  was 
required  to  give  his  opinion  of  the  causes  of  the  man's 
death.  It  was  easy  to  feel,  even  through  a  thick  crop 
of  hair,  that  the  scull  was  fractured  ;  but  Dr.  B.,  of 
course,  told  the  coroner  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  a  regular  anatomical  examination  before  a  decided 
opinion  could  be  expressed  as  to  the  nature,  and  extent, 
and  probable  eause  of  the  wounds  which  the  man  had 
received.  To  this  the  coroner  replied  that  an  exami- 
nation of  the  kind  must  be  dispensed  with,  that  the 
party  making  it  would  not  be  paid  for  his  labor,  and 
that  Dr.  B.  could  give  his  testimony  after  groping  and 
feeling  the  head  of  the  decased.  In  fact;  this  wns  nil 
the  examination  that  was  made,  and  all  that  the  enlight- 
ened jury  had  to  aid  it  in  forming  a  verdict. 

Dr.  Bell  suggested,  in  view  of  the  neglect  of  medi- 
cal jurisprudence  in  our  medical  schools,  that  a  short 
course  of  lectures,  embracing  the  main  principles  and 
prominent  facts,  be  delivered  before  the  College  and 
other  similar  societies,  by  one  of  their  members,  re-' 
spectively.  He  disclaimed,  for  himself,  any  desire  to 
perform  this  task,  which  his  own  engrossing  engage- 
ments would  prevent  his  undertaking. 

.  Dr.  Evans  remarked  that  the  subject  of  insanity' 
was  one  of  particular  interest  to  the  public.  From  the 
ignorance  that  prevails  in  relation  to  it  many  difficulties 
occur,  involving,  not  unfrequently,  the  dearest 'interests' 
of  individuals,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  families  ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  presenting  often  a'  serious  obsta- 
cle to  the  physician  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
towards  the  insane  and  those  most  interested  in  their 
welfare.  It  is  important,  therefore,  that  means  should' 
be  devised  adapted  to  enlighten  the  public  mind  in  re-' 
lation  to  the  suhject.  The  manner  in  which  inquests  of 
lunacy  are  now  conducted  in  this  State  renders  them  a 
a  perfect  farce.    The  individuals  who  compoie  them 
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make  Up  their  verdict,  too  generally,  not  from  the  testi- 
mony given  before  them  by  competent  medical  witnesses, 
but  from  their  own  prepossessions  or  the  misstatements 
of  ignorant  and  interested  persons.  Could  the  same 
plan  be  introduced  here  that  is  pursued  in  France,  the 
possibility  of  an  erroneous  decision,  in  questions  of  lu- 
nacy, would,  in  a  great  measure,  be  removed.  There 
the  question  is  submitted  to  three  competent  medical 
men,  who  have  sufficient  time  allowed  them  to  make 
up  their  judgment,  which  may  be  rendered  at  the  ter- 
mination of  one.  two,  or  thres  month's,  according  as 
they  are  enabled  to  arrive  at  it  more  or  less  early. 

In  manv  cases  it-  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  decide 
as  to  the  sanity  or  insanity  of  an  individual  from  a 
single  examination,  and,  in  some  wists.  from  repeated 
examinations.  Nor,  in  cases  of  doubtful  insanity,  is  any 
one  competent  to  arrive  at  a  safe  conclusion,  unless  he 
has  made  the  subject  of  insanity  his  special  study  and 
has  thus  become  conversant  with  the  many  phases  un- 
der which  it  may  present  itself.  The  insane  exhibit 
frequently  the  utmost  ingenuity  in  evading  any  mani- 
festation of  their  mental  aberration,  especially  when 
they  suspect  that,  if  their  true  condition  is  detected, 
their  liberty  will  be  in  nny  way  abridged.  A  stranger 
will,  in  consequence,  be  often  led  to  pronounce  an  indi- 
vidual perfectly  sane,  who  is.  in  fact,  the  proper  subject 
for  an  asylum. 

Dr.  Evans  stated  that  he  had  at  one  time  under  his 
eare  a  female  patient  who  evinced  insanity  only  in  tVe 
presence  of  her  brothers  and  himself:  if  anv  other  per- 
son was  present,  no  indication  of  the  deranged  state  of 
her  mind  could  be  detected.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
disturbance  of  intellect,  observed  in  the  earlv  stage  of 
an  ordinary  case  of  inflammation  of  the  brain,  has  been 
mi*'  iken  for  insanity,  and  the  recovery  of  the  patient 
jeoparded  by  his  removal,  many  mii^s,  perhaps,  to  an 
insane  asylum,  when  his  safety  required  that  he  should 
have  been  kept  quietly  in  his  own  chamber. 

Dr.  C.  Morris  expressed  his  conviction  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  study  of  insanity;  a  disease 
which  is  always  increasing  in  the  direct  ratio  of  tke 
increase  of  population,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
a  livelihood  resulting  from  competition  of  numbers,  and 
the  artificial  circumstances  by  which  men  surround 
themselves.  It  is  a  disease  which  it  is  aot  only  difficult 
to  define,  but  often  to  determine.  The  extreme  cun- 
ning of  insane  patients  in  concealing  the  deranged  con- 
dition of  their  mind  in  the  presence  of  those  whom  they 
wish  to  mislead,  is  often  surprising,  and  is  verr  apt  to 
deceive  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  character- 
istics of  the  varying  forms  of  mental  disease.  When  Dr. 
Morris  was  one  of  the  resident  physicians  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital,  a  patient  in  the  insane  department 
induced  an  attorney  to  procure  an  inquest  in  his  case. 
The  Jury  met,  and  after  what  they  presumed  to  be  a 
cautious  examination  of  the  patient,  were  upon  the  point 
of  pronouncing  him  sane,  when  Dr.  Morris,  who  up  to 
Ihis  period  had  refrained  from  the  slightest  interference 


with  the  poceedings,  simply  inquired  of  the  patient 
how  long  he  had  ceased  to  be  "  the  Saviour  of  Man- 
kind," when  the  fact  of  his  insanity  was  rendered  evi- 
dent to  all  present.  On  another  occasion,  a  patient  was 
discharged  from  the  institution,  being  pronounced,  after 
a  legal  investigation,  to  be  unaffected  with  insanity. 
Shortly  afterwards,  this  rotj  individual  was  found  riding 
on  a  horse,  without  saddle  or  bridle,  in  a  state  of  nudi- 
ty, and  exhibiting  other  unquestionable  symptoms  of 
insanity. 

But  the  difficulty  is  sometimes  equally  great  from 
the  fluctuating  character  of  the  disease  itself.  Dr.  Mor- 
ris has  a  patient  who  for  years  has  been  subject  to  par- 
oxysmal insanity.  It  not  only  varies  from  week  to.  week, 
but  very  often  so  suddenly,  and  apparently  without  ex- 
citing cause  from  without,  that  he  has  known  her  to 
spend  the  evening  in  the  family  circle  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  social  intercourse,  return  to  rest  apparently 
perfectly  well,  and  awake  in  tee  morning  in  a  state  of 
violent,  excited  mania.  When  the  mind  is  least  dis- 
turbed, she  is  subject  to  hysturiforra  convulsions. 

The  treatment  of  insanity  must  be  conducted  on 
general  principles.  Nothing  could  be  more  absurd  or 
pernicious  than  the  idea  of  subjecting  every  case  of 
mental  derangement  to  bleeding,  except  the  entire  de- 
nunciation of  that  most  useful  agency.  Dr.  M.  has  a 
patient  subject  to  occasional  attacks  of  the  disease, 
which  are  only  manifested  by  the  recurrence  of  a  pecu- 
liar train  of  ideas  and  consequent  actions,  who  is  always 
relieved,  cured  for  the  time  being,  by  cupping  or  bleed- 
ing. The  amount  of  blood  taken  at  some  attacks  has 
been  very  large.  Insanity  was  connected  with,  if  not 
dependent  upon,  deviations  from  bodily  health  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  and  affecting  very  different  organs.  Iron, 
tonics,  opium,  and  other  narcotics  might,  any  one  or  all, 
be  required,  according  to  the  state  of  the  patient's  ge- 
neral health.  There  was  too  much  disposition  to  gen- 
eralize about  the  disease  and  its  treatment.  Dr.  M.  took 
the  opportunity  to  enter  his  protest  agaiust  one  idea 
which  was  too  generally  received  by  the  profession,  and 
derived  from  the  reports  of  public  institutions,  viz:  that 
it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  insane  to  public  institu- 
tions in  the  very  early  stages  of  the  disease.  He  be- 
lieved the  disease  was  often  aggravated  and  confirmed 
by  such  a  course.  When  proper  treatment  could  be  in- 
stituted at  home,  or  in  private,  he  believed  it  was 
wrong  to  inflict  an  irreparable*  wound  on  the  feelings  of 
the  patient  and  friends,  by  the  exposure  inseparable 
from  a  residence  in  a  public  hospital.  When  it  was  de- 
sirable to  make  a  change  of  scene,  it  could  often  be 
done  without  resort  to  a  public  institution. 

From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Diabetes  Mellitns. 

Philadelphia,  June  185*. 
My  Dear  Sir,—    *****    The  formation 
of  saccharine  matter  is  one  of  the  functions  of  the  liv- 
er.   This  discovery  of  M.  Charles  Bernard,  must  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  finality,  to  use  a  current  phrase,  in  phvsio- 
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logical  science.  It  has  been  confirmed  in  the  laboratory 
of  Giessen,  and  by  other  chemists.  It  has  been  found 
in  the  livers  of  carnivorous  and  grannivorous  animals — 
in  the  livers  of  animals  fed  on  animal  food  exclusively 
— in  the  reptalia  as  well  as  the  mammalia  and  birds. 
The  liver  is  the  only  organ  in  which  sugar  can  be  de- 
tected in  health.  It  may  be  cut  into  slices  and  washed, 
so  as  to  be  freed  from  blood,  yet  will  continue  to  yield 
the  evidences  of  the  presence  of  sugar.  The  saccharine 
matter,  nearly  identical  with  glucose,  or  diabetic  sugar, 
must  consequently  exist  in  liver  structure — must  be  a 
product  of  liver  cell  action,  and  included  in  liver  cells. 

If  this  inference  be  correct,  and  I  do  not  perceive 
how  it  can  be  refuted,  provided  the  facts  are  as  report- 
ed, by  what  process  does  the  saccharine  matter  find  its 
way  into  the  blood  1  This  mystery  has  not  been  ex- 
plained. In  health,  the  portal  blood  entering  the  liver 
contains  no  saccharine  substance — it  is  always  found  in 
the  blood  of  the  hepatic  veins,  as  it  issues  from  the  liv- 
er, and  in  the  blood  taken  from  the  right  cavities  of  the 
heart.  The  blood  taken  from  the  left  cavities  of  the 
heart  and  the  vessels  of  the  general  circulation,  yields 
no  evidence  of  glucose  or  saccharine  matter.  Thus  the 
sugar  formed  in  the  liver  disappears  in  the  lungs ;  it  is 
decomposed  in  the  pulmonary  circulation.  Glucose,  or 
diabetic  sugar,  is  decomposed  promptly  in  the  presence 
of  oxygen,  alkaline  substances,  nitrogenous  bodies  and 
water.  These  are  present  in  the  lungs,  and  in  health 
the  saccharine  matter,  a  product  of  the  action  of  the 
liver,  is  chemically  destroyed  by  the  respiratory  process. 
It  is  most  probably  first  converted  into  lactic  acid,  which 
under  the  above-stated  conditions  is  instantly  broken  up, 
its  carbon  becoming  oxydized  and  converted  into  carbo- 
nic acid,  its  hydrogen  combining  with  oxygen  forms  va- 
por of  water,  both  of  which  products  are  eliminated  in 
expiration,  while  the  heat  evolved  serves  to  maintain  the 
blood  at  its  normal  temperature  98°  to  100°.  The 
functions  of  the  liver  and  the  lungs  are  seen,  in  this  re- 
spect, to  be  antagonistic.  What  the  one  produces,  is 
immediately  destroyed  by  the  other.  The  glucose  of 
the  liver  is  thus  prevented  from  entering  into  the  cir- 
culation and  being  diffused  throughout  the  economy. 

What,  it  may  be  asked,  can  be  the  intention  of  this 
singular  provision  ?  The  following  appears  to  me  the 
most  probable  solution  of  the  phenomenon.  Heat  and 
oxygen  are  the  most  indispensable  conditions  of  life  and 
health.  Nature  has  taken  corresponding  precautions 
to  renew  a  constant  supply  of  an  agent  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  heat.  From  six  to  seven  parts  of  eight  of 
our  aliment,  are  destroyed  for  the  production  of  heat. 
They  are  the  hydro-carbons,  or  calorifacient  -elements 
of  food.  They  are  incapable  of  serving  for  nutrition 
or  the  production  of  organized  structure.  They  are 
intended  to  undergo  oxydation  or  combustion,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  up  the  temperature  of  the  body. 
Fat  is  not  an  organized  tissue  ;  it  is  not  properly  an  or- 
ganic portion  of  the  economy.  It  is  the  surplus  hydro- 
carbon of  the  food,  stored  up  as  fuel  to  be  employed 


for  the  production  of  heat  when  the  exterior  supplies 
are  cut  off. 

Now  it  is  a  common,  almost  constant  occurrence, 
that,  either  from  disorders  Of  the  digestive  organs,  or 
other  causes,  the  blood  receives  no  supplies  of  hydro- 
carbons from  the  food,  and  that  the  store  of  fat  is  be- 
ing rapidly  consumed  and  exhausted.  In  this  emer- 
gency, the  economy  has  provided  a  resource  within 
itself,  by  which  it  obtains  these  important  elements  and 
can  maintain  the  indispensable  conditions  for  its  exis- 
tence, a  temperature  of  98°  F.  This  resource  is  the 
function  of  the  liver,  by  which  it  manufactures  glucose, 
a  substance  rich  in  carbon  and  hydrogen,  as  is  shown 
by  its  formulary — p>»,  His,  Qt*,  Almost  the  same  in- 
stant that  glucose  leaves  the  liver,  from  the  rapidity  of 
the  circulation,  it  is  thrown  into  the  lungs,  and  is  there 
burnt  up,  producing  carbonic  acid  and  water,  both  elimi- 
nated with  evolution  of  caloric,  which  is  absorbed  by  the 
blood  and  diffused  throughout  the  organism.  Corrobo- 
rative of  the  above  facts  and  views,  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained by  Regnose  and  others,  that  in  various  affections 
which  injure  more  or  less  the  lungs  and  their  functions, 
as  emphysema,  phthisis,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  there  is 
a  corresponding  proportion  of  glucose  found  to  exist  in 
the  urine. 

From  the  preceding  facts,  the  pathology  of  diabetes 
mellitus  would  appear  to  rest  on  the  resolution  of  this 
problem — What  are  the  circumstances  that  impede  the 
healthy  action  of  the  lungs,  from  decomposing  the  glu- 
cose manufactured  in  the  liver  and  introduced  into  the 
lungs  from  that  organ  1  Walshe  (W.  H.])  asserts  it  is 
the  deficiency  or  absence  of  the  alkalinity  of  the  blood. 
On  this  hypothesis  is  founded  the  treatment  of  the  dis- 
ease by  alkalies.  Regnose  and  others  contend  that  the 
disease  depends  on  some  defect  in  the  respiratory  func- 
tions, generally  connected  with  pulmonary  affections. 

M.  Charles  Bernard  has  further  ascertained  that  by 
wounding  or  pinching  the  medulla  oblongata  in  the  floor 
of  the  fourth  ventricle,  just  above  the  calamus  scripto- 
rius,  glucose  in  a  short  space  of  time  is  to  be  detected 
in  the  urine — diabetes  mellitus  is  in  fact  artificially  gen- 
erated, M.  Bernard  attributes  this  result  to  a  direct 
nervous  action  on  the  liver,  augmenting  its  production 
of  saccharine  mattes.  M.  Regnose,  with  greater  pro- 
bability, assigns  it  to  a  diminished  activity  of  the  res- 
piratory action  of  the  lungs.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  activity  and  energy  of  respiration  are  directly  de- 
pendent on  the  medulla  oblongata — a  fact  which  im- 
parts more  confidence  to  the  last  view.  *  *  *  * 
Very  respectfully  yours,  &c. 

Samuel  Jackson. 

Dr.  W.  Owen  Brown. 


Medical   Lectures  in  Philadelphia. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — As  your  valuable  Journal  has  contri- 
buted much  to  the  diffusion  of  medical  science  and  all 
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that  is  connected  with  the  medical  art,  I  have  thought 
a  few  scraps  from  this  emporium  of  our  western  world 
for  advancing  this  apt.  might  not  be  unacceptable.  Here 
are  no  less  than  seven  regularly-chartered  Medical  Col-  I 
leges,  four  of  the  good  old  practice,  (or  five,  if  the 
female  college  is  of  the  old  stamp,)  one  Homoeopathic, 
and  one  called  eclectic.    Of  these  numerous  ^Escula- 
pian  hails,  the  Jefferson  stands  first  in  point  of  pupils, 
numbering  some  six  hundred  for  the  regular  class;  and 
the  University  next,  having  about  four  hundred.  Then 
comes  the  Pennsylvania,  and  last  (I  mean  in  numbers 
only)  the  Philadelphia.    Just  think  of  fifteen  hundred 
medical  pupils  assembled  in  one  city  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  States,  when  we  in  our  good  old  "  Athens" 
of  Boston  collect  only  between  one  and  two  hundred. 
Bostonians  will  never  attribute  this  vast  difference  to 
any  lack  of  capacity  or  advantages  for  communicating 
instruction  in  that  city,  and  indeed,  they  ought  not,  for 
there  are  certainly  privileges  in  Boston  not  inferior  in 
any  respect  to  those  in  Philadelphia.     The  question 
then  arises — what  brings  so  many  more  pupils  here  I 
than  to  Boston?  And  there  are  many  reasons.    It  is  a 
more  central  location  from  the  South  and  West,  from  | 
which  many  medical  pupils  here  come,  and  in  point  of 
hospital  practice  this  place  possesses  greater  advanta- 
ges than  Boston,  as  the  hospitals  are  more  numerous. 
Candor,  also,  obliges  me  to  say  that  some  of  the  lectur* 
ers  here  are  superior  to  any  I  have  heard  elsewhere. 
No  lecturer  I  have  ever  heard  surpasses  Dr.  Mutter,  of 
the  Jefferson  College.    His  appearance  is  fine — tall, 
sharp  and  piercing  eye  ;  elocutionary  powers  good,  (an 
item  wanting  in  a  larger  proportion  of  medical  lectur- 
ers than  among  either  lawyers  or  clergymen,)  and  per- 
fectly at  home  in  the  lecture-room :  and  what  is  more 
than  all  the  rest,  he  will  command  the  attention  of  the 
class.    To-day  I  have  attended  his  clinique,  at  which 
he  showed  us  a  man  with  a  fungous  tumor,  upon  which 
he  will  operate  when  he  has  prepared  the  patient  by 
diet  and  purgatives.    He  also  exhibited  specimens  of 
the  same  kind  of  tumor  upon  plates,  where  they  had 
been  allowed,  as  we  say,  to  run  to  seed.  He  told  us  the 
danger  of  parleying  with  this  class  of  tumors. 

He  also  sounded  a  child  for  stone  in  the  bladder. 
He  operated  upon  another  child  for  phimoses,  and  told 
the  origin  of  the  term,  viz :  that  on  a  certain  occasion 
Moses  got  into  trouble  and  went  to  his  brother  Aaron, 
who  upon  hearing  his  story,  raised  his  hands  in  aston- 
ishment and  exclaimed,  "phy — Moses  /"  With  all  de- 
ference to  the  greatness  of  the  man,  however,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say  of  his  Hebraism,  "  sed  dubilo."  It, 
however,  made  a  good  story,  as  he  told  it.  He  also  op- 
erated upon  a  little  girl  for  wry  neck,  by  cutting  both 
the  attachments  of  the  muscle,  and  then  applying  an 
instrument  of  his  own  construction,  or  rather,  invention, 
to  prop  the  head  up.    The  incision  was  sub-cutaneous, 


sels  connected  with  it.    Dr.  M.  may  not  excel  many 
others,  as  an  operator,  but  it  is  apprehended  few  can 
j  I  equal  him  in  explaining  the  operation  to  a  class,  and, 
-  |  as  it  were  compelling  them  to  understand  it.    It  is  no 
J  marvel  that  this  College  flourishes  with  such  a  man  in  it. 
Dr.  Mitchell's  Clinique.— Dr.  M.  is  also  in  the  Jef- 
ferson  College,  and  his  was  the  medical  clinic.    He  is 
|  a  man  who  makes  a  fine  appearance,  and  would  make  a 
j  finer  one,  if  he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  how  well  he 
really  does  appear.    However,  though  he  has  that  de- 
|  gree  of  confidence  which  generally  inspires  a  man  with 
I  the  firm  belief  that  he  can  do  a  thing  as  well  as  others, 
j  (thus  giving  self-complacency,)  yet  in  his  case  confi- 
dence does  not  seem  to  have  received  that  precise  num- 
ber of  multiplications  which  amount  to  impudence.  I 
love  to  see  a  man  at  home  in  his  profession.    The  first 
patient  presented  seemed  to  be  an  Irish  woman,  by 
name  Mary  O'Brien.    "  Mary,  how  old  are  you  ?" 
"  Forty,  sir."    "  What  is  the  matter,  Mary  J"    "Ah  ! 
a  dreadful  pain  in  my  stomach,  sair  [at  the  same  time 
placing  her  hand  over  the  left  iliac  fossa  to  show  the 
doctor  the  place  of  the  pain  in  the  stomach.]    The  di- 
agnosis was,  tympanitis,  or  flatus  of  large  intestine. 
Prescription— R.  Blue  mass,  grs.  ij. ;  pulv.  opii,  gr.  j! 
M.  Ft.  pil.,  s.  hora  nocte. 

Next  came  James  Sullivan.  "You  see  his  skin,  rren- 
tlemen,"  says  the  Professor ;  "  it  is  pale,  dirty,  dingy, 
wrinkled.  Two  kinds  of  disease  produce  this  appear- 
ance of  the  skin— intermittent  fever  and  chronic  diar- 
rhoea. I  know  nothing  of  this  man's  case— but  thouo-h 
these  two  diseases  give  the  skin  a  similar  appearance, 
yet  a  practical  eye  can  distinguish  the  one  from  the 
other.  What  is  the  matter,  James  V  "  The  chills  and 
the  aches,  doctor."  "  How  long  have  you  had  (hem?" 
"  In  the  western  country  first,  and  then  in  this."  Pre- 
scription— Quinia,  grs.  *rj.,  to  be  taken  at  once  ;  then 
a  warm  salt-water  hath  three  times  a  week ;  afterwards 
small  doses  of  rhubarb,  calomel  or  blue  mass,  (the  lat- 
ter said  to  be  the  mildest  preparation  of  mercury,) 
gently  to  move  the  bowels. 

Next,  a  female,  aged  42  years,  with  cough  and  dis- 
ease of  mucous  follicles,  was  presented.  The  seat  of 
her  disease  was  diagnosed  to  be  in  the  stomach,  and 
the  doctor  prescribed  an  alternative  treatment  as  fol- 
lows. R.  Aloes,  gr.  j. ;  rhei,  grs.  iij.  j  tart,  emet.,  gr. 
1-16  ;  calomel,  gr.  1-8.  M.  Ft.  pil.  Take  each  night. 
This  he  said  had  been  christened  Dr.  Mitchell's  pills 
par  excellence.  With  this  he  had  found  no  fault,  as  he 
made  no  secret  of  it. 

A  little  boy  with  tinea  capitis  came  next.  Prescrip- 
tion—affusion twice  or  thrice  a  day  with  cold  water, 
and  no  other  treatment.  An  exceedingly  emaciated' 
child  was  then  presented,  which  had  suffered  loner  with 
the  summer  complaint.    A  desert  spoonful  of  cod-liver 


except  of  course  the  introduction  of  a  very  small  I  oil  three  times  a  day,  and  a  warm-  salt-water  bath  at 
scalpel  through  the  skin.  He  informed  the  class  that  j  night,  made  up  its  treatment.  For  a  woman  whose 
he  divided  this  muscle  low  down  to  avoid  the  bloodves-  '  right  lung  was  diseased,  the  Professor  prescribed  cod- 
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/iver  oil  three  tablespoonsful  a  day,  after  having  put  1 
half  a  dozen  saAlines  into  the  bottle  to  remove  all  the 
nauseous  or  unpleasant  tasle — quite  a  desideratum.  Dr. 
M.  is  the  most  ready,  off-hand  prescribcr  I  have  ever 
seen. 

Professor  Pancoast  presented  a  lady  upon  whom  he 
had  operated  a  week  before  for  carcinoma  of  the  mam- 
ma. The  whole  gland  was  removed.  She  appeared  to 
be  doing  well.  Dr.  P.  looks  like  an  efficient,  healthy, 
go-a-head  man — as  though  his  professional  services  had 
not  worn  down  his  constitution. 

To-day  attended  Dr.  Carson's  lecture  at  the  Univer- 
sity, which  was  on  soap.  The  doctor  reminded  me  of 
the  saying  of  one  of  the  cotemporaries  of  Dean  Swift, 
that  the  "  Dean  could  pslish  a  broom-stick  ;"  and  Dr. 
C.  certainly  polished  soap.  He  informed  us  that  the 
red  color  in  Castile  soap  is  owing  to  iron;  that  when 
we  find  the  term  sapo  used  in  our  pharmacopoeias,  it 
always  means  Castile  soap,  while  other  soap  is  always 
characterized  by  the  terra  sapn  vulgaris.  Soap  is  a 
good  emetic,  and  should  always  be  resorted  to  when 
poison,  like  sulphate  of  copper,  or  corrosive  sublimate,  I 
has  been  taken,  and  when  albumen  is  not  at  hand.  j 

I  also  attended  the  lecture  of  Dr.  Wood,  one  of  the  j 
authors  of  the  United  States  Dispensatory.    It  was  on 
cutaneous  diseases,  especially  those  of  a  pustular  char-  : 
acter,  of  which  he  exhibited  many  excellent  specimens.  '< 
The  lecture  was  confined  to  lichen,  impetigo,  and  acne. 
He  represented  the  latter  as  a  safety-valve  to  the  sys- 
tem, usually  occurring  at  that  age  when  the  growth  of  j 
the  body  ceases  and  there  is  a  surplus  of  nutrition,  and  j 
which,  if  not  thrown  out  upon  the  surface  of  the  skin,  i 
might  result  in  hemorrhage  from  the  nose  or  lungs,  or 
in  the  development  of  phthisis. 

Dr.  VV.  is  a  very  correct  lecturer,  and  while  there  is 
no  effort  at  display,  no  rhetorical  flourishes,  there  are 
great  precision  and  purity  of  diction.  It  is  pleasant  to 
find  a  man,  like  him,  possessed  of  ample  means,  and 
verging  to  the  decline  of  life,  devoting  himself  most 
assiduously  to  the  good  of  his  fellow  men  and  to  the 
advancement  of  medical  science. 

I  also  attended  Dr.  Gerhard's  clinic  and  operation 
at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  This  Hospital  was  foun- 
ded bv  Willi  im  Penn,  whose  statue  stands  in  front  of 
the  edifice.  Prof.  G.  examined  a  young  man  with  an 
aneurismal  tumor.  He  advised  him  to  live  temperate- 
ly and  to  lake  no  stirnulerHs.  With  proper  care,  he  in- 
formed the  class  that  this  young  man  would  live  ns 
lon^  with  this  aneurism  as  without  it.  He  prescribed 
small  doses  of  digitalis  occasionally,  and  no  other 
medicine. 

Mr.  Norris,  surgeon,  came  next,  and  amputated  the 
fore  arm  of  a  man  injured  in  the  Mint.  The  operation 
was  well  done  ;  but  the  Professor  speaks  in  a  voice 
quite  too  low  to  be  heard  by  those  whom  he  addresses. 

Oct.  8th, — Attended  five  of  the  preliminary  lec- 
tures at  different  colleges.  These  lectures  are  neither 
of  the  regular  courses,  nor  introductory  to  them,  but 


given  fur  the  purpose  of  the  professors'  showing  them- 
selves to  the  students,  who  are  now  pouring  into  the 
city  by  hundreds.  In  the  language  of  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors, they  are  given  to  get  as  many  students  as  pos- 
sible, upon  the  principle  that  "dog  tuts  dog."  There 
is  verily  a  rivalship  in  this  matter,  and  the  arrival  of 
fifteen  hundred  students  in  the  city  seems  to  rn:.ke  a 
very  general  sensation.  Boarding  houses  calculate  up- 
on a  harvest — clergymen  preach  special  lectures  for 
the  students — and  the  professors,  in  the  various  colle- 
ges, put  on  their  best  bow,  and  display  hecatombs  of 
bones  and  hosts  of  mummified  preparations. 

The  first  lecture  attended  to-day  was  by  Dr.  Allen, 
the  new  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Pennsylvania 
College.  It  was  on  the  anatomy  of  the  car,  and  was 
illustrated  with  a  large  model  and  plates  to  match.  Dr. 
A.  is  an  exceedingly  exact  anatomist  and  an  excellent 
lecturer.    He  was  a  Massachusetts  man. 

The  second  lecture  was  that  of  Prof.  Smith,  of  the 
same  College,  on  the  physiology  of  the  ear.  I  have 
rarely,  if  ever,  heard  a  finer  lecture,  either  for  elegance 
of  language,  elocution,  or  correct  and  useful  exhibition 
of  the  functions  of  the  various  parts  of  the  auditory 
apparatus.  These  are  both  young  men,  and  under  such 
professors  the  Pennsylvania  College  must  flourish. 

The  next  lecture  was  by  Prof.  Vandyke,  of  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine.  His  subject  was 
quarkery— and  he  found  it,  in  every  thing,  among  all 
professions  and  classes  of  men.  He  remarked  that  it 
was  generally  called  by  a  milder  name  among  others, 
than  it  was  in  the  medical  world.  It  usually  went  by 
the  name  of  h'nubugcry. 

Prof.  McClintock,  of  the  same  college,  gave  the 
next  lecture  of  the  day,  upon  the  blood,  and  other  flu- 
ids of  the  body.  He  is  a  plain,  out-spe;.king  m  n.  Fay- 
ing just  whai  he  pleases  without  fear  or  favor.  The 
lecture  was  characterized  by  good  sense  and  correct- 
ness, and  showed  that  the  doctor  knew  where  his 
strength  lay. 

In  the  afternoon,  1  heard  two  of  the  Professors  at 
the  Oid  University  College  The  first  was  Dr.  Pan- 
coast,  whose  lecture  was  on  the  circulatory  system.  It 
was  about  what  all  our  school-boys  in  Massachusetts 
can  tell,  who  have  studied  physiology  in  the  public 
schools — the  clear  and  common  description  of  the  cir- 
culation. Dr.  P.  appears  well,  but  the  lecture  was  not 
distinguished  for  that  correctness  and  precision  of  lan- 
guage which  was  characteristic  of  soma  of  the  other- 
lectures. 

Then  came  Prof.  Mutter  upon  the  treatment  of  sy- 
philis.  Perhaps  I  may  say  he  has  not  his  superior  as  a 
lecturer,  in  this  or  any  other  city  in  America.  He  took 
up  the  first  manifestations  of  the  disease  in  its  four 
forms  of  chancre. 

First,  the  simple  or  common  follicular  chancre,  con- 
sisting onlv  of  a  white  spot  with  a  sliglit  redness 
around  it.  Cauterization  was  the  treatment  m  ommended 
far  this  kind  of  chancre,  and  no  constitutional  pr«- 
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scriptiW  that  is,  when  taken  earl)'.  But  when  it  had 
progressed  longer  than  five  or  six  days,  or  when  there 
was  mu'cli  inflammation,  or  if  the  constitution  was  irri- 
tabie,  cauterization  must  not  be  relied  upon;  if  very  ir- 
ritable, not  made  at  all.  If  medicine  was  demanded, 
it  should  be  mercurial,  and  continued  only  (ill  a  slight 
impression  was  made  upon  the  gums.  Salivation  was 
unnecessary.  Half  k  grain  of  the  proto-iodide  of  mer- 
cury night  and  morning,  was  the  dose. 

Second,  fuiuncular  chancre,  characterized  by  an  ab- 
scess, which  should  be  opened  immediately  with  the 
lancet  and  the  water  discharged — then  apply  warm 
poultices,  poppy  fomentations,  slippery  elm,  ecc. 

Third,  Huntenan  chancre — commences  with  a  pim- 
ple, which  heals  up,  leaving  the  centre  ulcerous,  and  a 
circular,  deep  and  excavated  scab,  having  the  base  and 
edges  as  hard  as  cartilage.  Mercury  the  remedy  ;  if 
pale  a  meat  diet ;  and  if  plethoric  and  full,  bleed.  Con- 
tinue the  mercury  till  the  ulcer  shows  some  improve- 
ment;  if  the  gums  become  affected,  stop,  and  in  a  few 
days  begin  again.  Apply  aromatic  wine  for  a  local 
wash  ;  change,  if  necessary,  to  the  black  wash.  Put 
him  upon  the  alterative  plan,  corrosive  sublimate  1-lflth 
of  a  grain  three  times  a  day.  4 

Fourth,  the  phagedenic  chancre.  1st,  the  black 
chancre;  2d,  the  white.  Mercury  will  do  no  good. 
Strong  nitric  acid  should  be  applied  upon  lint.  If  fee- 
ble, give  tonics,  beef,  &c.  Apply  a  carrot  poultice; 
local  bleeding  if  necessary ;  use  mercurial  fumigation 
'where  the  mercury  will  not  take  hold  of  the  system. 

Lastly — attended  two  of  the  introductory  lectures 
at  the  Homoeopathic  College.  I  did  not  learn  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  who  gave  the  first,  and,  indeed,  it 
was  just  as  well,  as  the 'lecture  was  au  infinita'anal  in 
everv  sense  of  the  word. 

The  second  was  by  Prof.  Loomis,  and  was  a  well- 
written  and  well-spoken  essay  upon  Homoeopathic  me- 
dical science  and  practice.  The  college  is  a  fine  build- 
ing, and  the  museum  good.  * 

moajj  :m:twi$  pi  v.  ih  • 

F.oai  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 

HINTS  ON  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 
buu  r>:il-_i.  I  Bir  b*m»  H.-  stcart,  m.  v. 
rtsxto  ion  feaob  aaiiatoi  ]&o-  3»  ,..[,      •.  .  ,,,, 

Iu  view  of  all  the  considerations  before  alluded  to, 
I  would  propose  an  addition  to  the  ordinary  rules  of 
Physical  Education.  Not  to  speak  of  Dumb  bells, 
Gvmnasia,  Riding  Schools,  «fec,  because  they  have  all 
been  sufficiently  amplified  in  the  numerous  treatises  ex- 
tant upon  the  subject,  and  because  common  sense  teach- 
es their  propriety  when  circumstances  warrant  their  use. 
But  we  make  the  bold  proposal,  that  every,  or  nearly 
every  child,  above  six  years  of  age,  shall,  after  a  little 
preliminary  hardening,  be  permitted  and  enjovned  to 
sleep  in  a  room  with  the  windows  open,  and  this  both 
in  summer  and  winter;  be  the  weather  clear  or  rainy, 
cold  or  warm,  damp  or  dry,  windy  or  calm,  or  even  Bait 
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lag  or  snowing.  This  is  certainly,  at  first  sight,  rather 
a  startling  proposition  ;  but  it  has  borne  the  test  of  ex- 
perience, and  will,  we  think,  bear  that  of  philosophical 
investigation.  Let  us  examine  the  matter  a  little.  The 
composition  of  the  atmosphere  is  now  pretty  well  un- 
derstood, as  also  the  changes  undergone  by  it  after 
having  been  used  some  time  for  breathing.  In  accor- 
dance with  this  knowledge,  physicians  are  in  the  habit 
of  recommending,  though  not  of  sufficiently  insisting 
upon,  the  necessity  for  "fresh  air."  In  many  varieties 
of  fever  they  are  anxious  to  have  it  circulating  freely 
through  the  apartment  of  the  patieat  during  the  day- 
time. Bed  curtains  are  reprehended,  and  wisely  too ; 
though,  if  nothing  more  is  done  for  ventilation,  the  evil 
hour  is  merely  postponed,  not  prevented.  But  at  night, 
when  care  should  chiefly  be  observed,  then,  «ven  phy- 
sicians themselves,  and  their  families,  close  their  win- 
dows tightly,  and  creep  into  bed  as  if  no  danger  what- 
ever to  their  health  existed ;  fortunate,  if  indeed  they 
have  no  roaring  fire  glowing  on  their  hearth. 

At  best,  the  majority  merely  draw  down  the  case- 
ment a  few  inches  from  the  top.  Now  this  last  is  not 
sufficient.  Carbonic  acid  is  a  heavy  gas,  and  though, 
by  the  law  of  diffusion  of  gases,  it  will  mingle  equally 
with  atmospheiie  air,  it  will  not  all  rise  against  gravity 
to  escape  by  that  aperture.  The  chimney,  key-holes,  &c. 
are  manifestly  insufficient  for  ventilation.  For,  is  it  not 
evident  to  any  one- blessed  with  olfactories,  on  entering 
an  ordinary  sleeping  room  in  the  morning,  more  espe- 
cially if  he  have  previously  snuffed  the  fresh  out-door 
breeze,  that  much  foreign  substance  is  mingled  with 
the  air  of  that  chamber  ?  The  odor  is  sometimes  really 
sickening,  and  that  even  when  the  occupant  may  have 
been  gone  and  the  door  open  for  perhaps  an  hour  ! 

No  wonder  people  rise  so  often  heavy  and  dull, 
ns  if  from  the  effect  of  an  opiate  !  They  have  been 
inhaling  a  narcotic  gas  the  whole  night,  and  should 
feel  grateful  to  Providence  that  they  are  spared  to  see 
the  dawn.  How  many  inquests  are  annually  held  in 
our  cities  upon  the  bodies  of  persons  "  found  dead " 
in  bed  1  And  how  many  verdicts  of  "  Apoplexy,"  "Vis- 
itations of  God,"  &c  are  carelessly  rendered,  which 
should  read  "  ignorant  felo  de  se  from  the  respiration 
of  impure  air !"  But,  because  no  pan  of  charcoal 
appears  in  the  room,  the  idea  of  noxious  gases  nev- 
er occurs  to  the  sapient  jury.  Some  may  laugh  at  all 
this,  and  say  triumphantly,  that  they  have  slept  with 
their  windows  closed  during  their  whole  lives,  and 
were  never  injured  by  it.  To  this  we  answer,  a  poison 
is  not  the  less  sure  because  slow  ;  and  that,  while  the 
objectors  are  now  perhaps  tolerably  healthy,  they  owe 
it  "more  to  good  luck  than  good  management,"  "post 
hoc,  non  propter  hoc,"  and  would  probably  have  been 
much  more  hardy  and  vigorous  by  pursuing  proper 
means.  Nervous,  complaining  hypochondriacs,  are  not 
fpjund  among  men  who  sleep  with  open  windows.  The 
reason  is  obvious. 
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There  are,  however,  men  of  such  iron  constitutions, 
that  nothing  apparently  can  injure  them.  An  aged  rel- 
ative of  our  own — now  dead — who  in  his  youth  would 
wrap  himself  in  a  blanket,  and  he  calmly  down  to  rest 
in  the  lee  of  a  snow-drift,  would  undoubtedly  have  ridi- 
culed the  idea  that  sleeping  with  closed  windows  was  in- 
jurious to  any  one.  Yet  undoubtedly  the  nervous 
symptoms  which  marked  his  own  age  beyond  four-score, 
were  in  a  great  measure  due  to  that  very  thing.  It  is 
evident  to  every  intelligent  being,  that  man  cannot  live 
in  an  impure  and  vitiated  atmosphere. 

But  some  one  may  say,  "  If  you  open  your  window 
you  subject  yourself  to  the  damp  night  air,  and  may- 
hap to  poisonous  miasmata  mingled  with  it."  Most 
true,  if  it  is  damp,  and  if  the  miasmata  are  there.  And 
in  that  case,  pray,  what  does  he  breathe  who  shuts  him- 
self up  close,  but  the  very  same  air  with  all  its  impuri- 
ties, and  the  additional  ones  generated  by  himself?  He 
but  makes  matters  worse.  For  if  the  air  of  the  cham- 
ber is  not  identical  with  that  outside,  whence  is  it  de- 
rived 1  The  key-holes,  through  which  it  enters,  are  not 
sufficiently  capillary  to  deprive  the  air  of  its  moisture, 
and  we  are  not  aware  that  carbonic  acid  gas  possesses 
the  power  of  neutralizing  marsh  malaria.  But  some 
may  say,  "  when  sleeping,  the  vital  powers  are  low — 
ill  calculated  to  resist  the  miasmatic  influence."  And, 
we  ask,  are  they  not  lower  when  to  sleep  is  conjoined 
the  depressing  influence  of  a  foul  atmosphere  ?  Here 
we  boldly  appeal  to  experience,  (our  own  and  that  of 
others,)  and  assert  that  those  of  our  acquaintances  who 
pursue  this  plan  are  not  more  subject  to  intermittent, 
than  those  who  do  not,  or  than  they  were  themselves 
before  commencing  it.  "  Haud  inexpertus  loquor." 
Pertaips,  however,  some  kind-hearted  personage  may 
inquire  "  Would  it  not  answer  the  purpose  to  leave  the 
chamber  door  open  ?"  We  answer,  not  fully  ;  for  the 
house  being  shut  up,  we  should  merely  extend  the 
range  of  air  to  be  breathed  in  a  certain  period,  and 
have  the  rest  of  the  family  to  assist  in  the  operation. 
To  see  that  this  plan  is  not  good,  we  have  only  to  re- 
flect on  the  musty  odor  of  an  empty  room  when  closed 
for  some  time.  This  is  evidently  caused  by  the  stale  air 
from  other  parts  of  the  house  getting  in,  and  not  being 
removed  when  the  building  generally  is  ventilated.  Be- 
side, what  would  one  do  in  Hotels,  Colleges,  &c.  But 
it  may  be  said  ;  "you  will  perhaps  serve  the  children 
as  the  fool  did  his  horse  ;  which,  when  it  had  just  learn- 
ed to  live  on  a  straw  a  day,  died.  You  will  kill  them 
in  the  hardening."  No  danger  whatever.  Begin,  after 
a  little  preliminary  training,  in  early  summer ;  carry  it 
through  the  fall,  and  before  winter  they  will  be  tho- 
roughly seasoned.  They  should,  of  course,  be  warmly 
covered  ;  and  for  the  first  year  or  two,  might  on  occa- 
sions of  severe  storms,  or  remarkable  cold,  be  shut  up 
till  they  were  over. 

What  a  luxury  it  is,  when  snugly  ensconced  be- 
neath the  warm  coverings,  to  feel  the  cold  winter's  wind 
sweeping  over  one's  face  and  biting  his  nose,  and  to 


breathe  deeply  of  the  sharp,  stinging,  bracing  air !  Even 
when  the  snow  is  dashing  about,  and  curling  through 
the  room  in  little  eddies,  finally  to  subside  in  small 
drifts  upon  the  floor,  one  can,  when  the  bed  is  beyond 
its  range,  survey  it  with  the  most  philosophical  compo- 
sure and  then  drop  gradually  and  comfortably  to  sleep. 
Our  own  first  experiment  was  made  under  very  untavor 
able  circumstances.  During  the  preceeding  summer  at 
College  we  had  been  blessed  with  an  obstinate  chum, 
who  positively  refused  to  allow  either  the  door  or  win- 
dow to  be  open  at  night.  Consequently,  we  sweltered 
through  the  season  and  found  our  health  poor  in  the 
fall.  During  the  winter,  thanks  to  a  strong  minded  and 
sensible  uncle,  we  commenced  sleeping  in  a  small  room 
with  the  window  immediately  beside  our  bed,  and  the 
sash  raised.  It  snowed  the  first  night,  and  deposited 
about  an  inch  on  the  floor  beside  the  bed  ;  indeed  some 
of  it  was  sprinkled  on  the  quilt.  Next  morning  we  had 
a  "  bad  cold,"  which  lasted  some  time.  But  "  Perse- 
verentia  vincit  omnia," — and  did  conquor  the  catarrh. 
We  have  never  had  a  cough  since, — about  seven  years 
now, — save  one  winter  while  attending  lectures,  from 
the  introduction  of  a  stove  into  the  bed-room.  By  con- 
tinuing this  system  and  extending  it,  we  are  equally 
proof  against  water,  wet  feet,  &c.  True,  there  are 
some  exceptionable  cases,  when  this  course  is  inadmis- 
sible. But  the  rule  is  that  a  child  who  began  his  training 
while  young  would,  when  a  man,  need  no  further  har- 
dening to  enter  the  woods  and  "camp  out"  on  hemlock 
boughs,  as  fearlessly  as  any  hunter  of  the  wild. 

Another  thing  we  would  insist  on  in  the  education  of 
children,  is  daily  cold  bathing.  At  the  beginning  the 
water  should  be,  of  course,  quite  warm,  but  gradually 
lowered  in  temperature,  until,  at  length,  the  child  could 
bear  it  cold  as  it  is  usually  found  in  our  hydrants.  This 
bathing  should  be  regularly  enforced  every  morning  — 
in  the  coldest  weather  of  winter,  as  well  as  in  the  heat 
of  summer.  It  will  at  first  be  urgently  resisted,  and 
a  tender  hearted  mother  might  be  induced  by  the  cries 
of  her  apparently  suffering  offspring  to  swerve  from 
her  duty  and  finally  neglect  it  almost  entirely.  But, 
even  when  it  suffers  most  under  the  infliction,  it  will 
feel  delighted  immediately  after,  and  be  brighter  and 
happier  all  day.  If,  however,  reaction  does  not  occur, 
it  will  be  an  indication  that  the  cooling  of  the  water 
has  been  too  sudden,  this  should  henceforth  proceed 
more  gradually.  Habit  wiil  soon  render  even  the  cold 
dash  pleasant,  and  that  which  was  feared  as  an  evil,  will 
be  eagerly  sought  as  a  joy.* 

It  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  on  the  advantages  and 


•  To  prove  that  we  speak  as  "  having  authority,"  let  us  in- 
stance the  child  of  our  friend,  Lieut.  D.  S.  McDougal,  U.  S.  N., 
who  became  passionately  fond  of  liis  bath,  seeming  to  feel  per- 
fectly happy  when  splashing  the  cold  water  over  him.  And  never 
was  a  stouter  healthier  child  born.  Even  during  the  paroxysms 
of  pain  from  the  acute  disease  which  terminated  his  life,  he  would 
clap  his  hands  and  appear  del'ghted  at  the  sightof  his  bathing 
tub.    And  his  case  is  but  "  e  pluribus  uuum." 
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physiological  effects  of  cold  bathing.  They  are  well 
known,  and  parents  need  but  little  urging /j-oto  an  au- 
thoritative source  to  make  use  of  them. 

But  Physical  Education  should  not  cease  when  a 
young  person,  emancipated  from  parental  control,  as- 
sumes the  care  of  himself,  and  enters  upon  life.  No. 
Far  from  it,  for  then  new  temptations  to  injure  the  body 
and  ruin  the  mind  present  themselves,  and  require  pe- 
culiar care  and  watchfulness  to  be  avoided.  When  a 
man  has  attained  his  full  growth  and  development,  a 
certain  amount  of  exercise  is  still  necessary  to  preserve 
his  health,  which,  though  generally  more  settled  and 
firmer  than  before,  is  exposed  to  more  undermining  in- 
fluences. But  the  majority  of  young  men  never  seem 
to  regard  this  at  all.  Their  minds  are  fixed  on  business 
or  pleasure.  Most  persons  are  obliged  to  engage  in 
some  regular  occupation  for  support.  This,  especially 
in  cities,  keeps  them  closely  employed  often  during  the 
whole  day.  Now  a  reasoning  bein^  ought  at  once  to 
see  the  necessity  for  some  healthful  recreation  in  the 
eveuing,  to  do  away  with  the  ill  effects  of  the  day's 
con6nement ; — and  a  walk,  a  row,  a  ride,  a  bath,  or  an 
hour  in  some  gymnasium  should  at  once  suggest  itself. 
But  clerks,  mechanics,  merchants,  and  even  students 
who  should  know  better,  are  not  thus  inclined.  On  the 
pretext  of  amusement,  relaxing  their  minds  (which,  by 
the  way,  are  not  often  overtasked,)  they  rush  in  shoals 
to  the  Theatres,  Circuses,  Monkey  Shows,  Bar-rooms, 
Dance  Houses,  and  Bagnios.  There,  amid  crowds  of 
others,  composed  in  part  of  the  vilest  of  the  vile,  they 
sweat  and  gasp  for  breath,  inhaling  a  vitiated  and  dis- 
gusting atmosphere,  often  redolent  with  the  odors  of 
tobacco  smoke,  coal  heavers,  oystermen,  and  fashiona- 
ble perfumery,  and  reminding  one  of  Coleridge's  "  sev- 
en and  seventy  stinks  in  the  town  of  Cologne."  This 
is  by  way  of  relaxation  aud  recovering  from  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  day  !  Look  too  at  the  poor  miserable  ex- 
quisite, casing  his  already  scant  proportions  into  still 
smaller  dimensions,  and  mincing  along  our  streets  with 
the  perfume  of  Musk,  Cologne,  Macassar  Oil,  and  "  Vi- 
naigre  aromatique,  Cosmetique,  et  antimephitique  de 
Bully,"  waiting  in  gentle  breezess  about  his  "ambrosial 
locks"  and  shuddering  if  perchance  a  "  hovvwid  twades- 
man"  should  come  '•  between  the  wind  and  his  nobility." 
Poor  butterfly  !  His  ephemeral  career  is  truly  pitiable, 
however  well  deserved  ! 

Nor  are  our  fashionable  women  one  whit  better. 
Starting  out  late  at  night,  about  half  dressed,  in  stormy 
weather,  they  will  dance  some  hours,  overheat  them- 
selves, and  undergo  the  various  excitements  of  love, 
jealousy,  vanity,  and  envy.  Then,  with  their  "delicate 
constitutions,"  they  will,  in  merely  stepping  to  their 
carriages,  frequently  cause  Amenorhce  i  or  Dysmenor- 
rboea,  or  "catch  a  shocking  cold,"  from  the  effects  of 
which  they  perhaps  never  recover. 

Ink  for  the  Million. — To  the  Editor  of  the  Ameri-* 
can  Journal  of  Pharmacy: — The  following  formula  for 


making  a  very  superior  ink  is  not  generally  known.  The 
facility  of  its  preparation,  and  its  almost  incredible 
cheapness  (about  two  cents  a  gallon,)  render  it  worthy 
a  place  in  your  Journal. 

B/  12  oz.  avoird.  Ext.  Logwood, 

h  oz.      "      Bichromate  Potash, 

5  gallons  water ; 
Dissolve  the  ingredients  separately  in  water  and  mix 
them  together,  in  a  short  time  the  ink  will  be  fit  for 
use. 

An  analysis  of  the  above  would  be  very  desirable. 

As  an  instance  of  the  very  great  coloring  property 
of  hsematoxylon,  I  have  found  that  l-10uth  of  a  grain, 
dissolved  in  4,000,000  times  that  quantity  of  water, 
will  be  tinged  a  fine  pink  color  by  the  addition  of  a  little 
aqua  ammonia.  Yours  truly, 

W.  II .  Pile. 

Philadelphia.  Sept.  13,  1852. 


The  Ceremony  of  Graduating. 

We  are  entirely  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  all  ceremony,  save  the  mere  presentation  of  a 
parchment,  when  a  young  man  is  graduated  in  medicine. 
With  but  one  exception  that  we  know  of,  none  of  the 
schools  in  this  country  have  any  ceremony  whatever 
whereby  the  entrance  into  the  most  responsible  and 
important  profession  is  rendered  solemn  or  impressive. 
No  recognition  nor  acknowledgment  even  of  a  sense  of 
the  responsibilities  under  which  the  novice  places  him- 
self, is  required.  The  day  after  he  has  received  the 
document,  dubbing  and  constituting  him  "a  worthy  and 
trusty  man,  an  honest  citizen  and  erudite  scholar,  «tc. 
Arc." — a  document  which  introduces  him  to  the  tonfi- 
dence  of  the  world  and  creates  him  a  guardian  of  the 
health  and  lives  of  all  mankind,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
custodians  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  profession — 
yes,  the  hour  after  the  raw,  green  horn,  or  wily  knave 
has  received  his  diploma,  he  may  prostitute  it  to  the 
vilest  purposes.  He  has  made  no  profession  of  faith, 
no  avowment  of  allegiance,  but  he  is  "  one  of  the  facul- 
ty ;"  goes  it  "on  his  own  hook,"  as  he  has  the  right  to 
do,  and  possesses  the  irrevocable  title  deed  to  "all  the 
honors,  privileges  and  immunities"  of  the  noble  pro- 
fession. The  ars  divina  is  as  much  entrusted  to  his 
keeping  as  to  anybody's,  and  he  pursues  whatever 
course  to  guard  its  dignity  as  may  suit  his  convenience. 
Perhaps  he  embraces  forthwith  the  doctrine  of  homoeo- 
pathy, or  some  other  species  of  quackery,  thereby 
bringing  his  diploma,  his  alma  mater,  his  calling,  into 
disrepute  or  contempt,  but  he  is  amply  repaid  in  flthy 
lucre.  His  fellow-graduates,  former  preceptors,  and  the 
body  of  the  profession  disavow  him,  and  he  is  declared 
an  outsider.  What  cares  he  for  that  ?  "  Persecution, 
persecution,"  is  his  cry,  and  his  miserable  ends  are  ad- 
vanced ;  popular  sympathy  feeds  him  to  opuleuce.  He 
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still  possesses  the  testimonial  from  his  mother  institu- 
tion ;  hr  )v.\s  viol.-itpd  no  promise,  hut  still  holds  up  to 
the  world  a  grand  engraven  testimonial,  duly  signed 
and  sealed  by  sow.  dosserr  prelates  W  physic,  that  he  is 
an  honest  man  and  an  erudite  scholar.  All  the  medical 
societies  in  a  state  may  black-ball  him — all  the  to! leges, 
societies  and  doctors  may  call  him  a  charlatan  or  igno- 
ramus. Of  what  avail  is  that  ?  He  can  sign  certificates, 
label  secret  nostrums,  defraud  communities,  with  his 
same  equal  and  unicpealable  M.  D.  lie  laughs  to  scorn 
all  opposition  ;  and  where  he  finds  one  or  two  of  his 
sort,  who  are  willing  and  smart  enough  to  unite  their 
destiay,  up  runs  a  college  with  duly  graduated  profes- 
sors, and  the  species  is  propagated.  The  breed  is 
prolific.  The  fungi  are  now  spread  over  this  broad 
continent,  and  yet  intelligent,  educated  and  honest  men 
complain  and  wonder  at  the  degraded  position  of  the 
once  honored  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  !  Their 
gracious  majesties,  the  professors,  from  the  day  they 
make  hypocritical  professions  m  oily  introductories  to 
that  of  the  sad  valedictories,  a.-k,  "  How  can  we  remedy, 
or  even  ameliorate  this  evil?"  Bless  their  anxious 
souls,  Will  they  hut  try?  Will  they  give  one  single 
earnest  of  their  sincerity  in  the  oft  reiterated  expres- 
sions of  their  distressing  anxiety  to  preserve  medicine 
as  a  profession  from  degradation  ?  Then  go  hack  to  a 
primitive  principle — one  which  we  reckon  was  abandon- 
ed only  when  tradesmen  took  medicine  in  hand  to  turn 
out  apprentices,  and  found  it  a  profitable,  business ;  I 
when  they  found,  in  a  young  country,  a  great  continent  j 
■wilderness,  that  selling  diplomas  was  a  great  specula-  ' 
tion,  if  intelligence  nor  integrity  was  charged  in  the 
bargain. 

The  primitive  eustom  to  which  we  allude  is  still 
observed,  we  believe,  in  almost  every  university  in  the  j 
old  world  ;  and  we  are  glad  to  fee  that  something  of 
the  kind  is  rigidly  adhered  to  in  that  prosperous  young  j 
school,  the  University  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  We  j 
observe  that  the  5th  requisition  of  graduation,  in  their  1 
printed  code,  is  the  following,  iu  imitation  of  the  Hip-  j 
pocratio  pledge  of  old,  viz  : 

if  That  each  candidate  publicly  assent  to  the  follow-  ' 
ing  promise  prior  to  the  conferring  of  the  decree  : 

"  You,  A.  B,  do  solemnly  promise  that  you  will,  to  ' 
the  utmost  of  your  ability,  exert  your  influence  for  pro-  ' 
moting  the  welfare  and  respectability  of  the  profession  ; 
that  you  will  demean  yourself  honorably  in  the  practice 
thereof ;  that  you  will  not  put  forth  any  nostrum  or 
secret  method  of  cure,  nor  engage  in  any  other  species 
of  quackery  ;  and  that  you  will  not  publish  any  matter 
or  thing  laudatory  of  yourself,  or  derogatory  to  the 
profession ;  and  in  the  conferring  of  this  degree,  it  is  j 
done  with  the  express  understanding  that  the  faculty  1 
reserve  to  themselves  the  right  and  privilege  to  revoke 
said  degree  whenever  the  promise  here  made  shall  be 
violated." 

Something  of  this  sort  should  be  required  at  all  th»  « 
fountains  of  medical  diplomas.    It  should  be  required  I 


of  the  schools  by  the  profession,  as  a  small  help"  for 
protecting  it.  It  has  been  asked  of  some,  and  wehope 
that  it  will  be  granted  by  all.  Some  of  the  stand-still 
people  ask,  "Of  what  service  will  it  he,  as  one  who 
would  violate  the  implied  obligation  to  the  school  and 
profession  would  not  be  bound  bv  a  pledge?"  We 
reply  to  the  question, .by  denying  their  assertion.  And, 
in  case  of  apostacy,  there  is  tangible  evidence  of  the 
perjury  and  dishonor  of  the  man.  His  commissi,, n  is 
recalled,  and  he  is  broke.  He  is  publicly  disgraced 
and  can  no  longer  sustain  himself  among  the  uninformed 
people  of  the  world,  because  he  is  not  now  a  doctor. 
We  beg  to  remind  those  who  ask  of  what  use  this  ce- 
remony is,  that  medicine  is  not  a  mere  business  to  make 
money,  but  that  it  is  an  order  ;  medical  men  are  a  class 
to  themselves  ;  they  are  constituted  by  statute  ;  and  a 
statute  or  ordinance  conferring  privileges  should  al train 
be  accompanied  by  a  penalty.  About  the  most  trivial 
circumstances  of  life  honest  men  and.  rogues  are  made 
to  bind  themselves  by  pledges,  notes,  bonds,  &c. 
Would  anybody  propose  to  break  up  this  system  1 

But  it  is  replied  that  here  is  a  case  where  the  pe- 
nalty would  be  of  no  avail.  This  is  a  great  mistake  : 
in  a  large  majority  of  instances  the  young  graduates 
who  go  to  quackery  are  made  of  such  stuff  that  they 
may  be  held  to  peace  under  the  most  trivial  penally. 
It  is  the  nature  of  the  animal.  The  cur  is  readily  held 
in  obedience  by  the  fear  of  the  lash. 

But  we  will  not  argue  further  upon  the  u-e  of  this 
graduating  pledge.  To  us  it  seems  of  much  importance, 
and  we  cannot  understand  how  or  whv  anybody  can 
object  to  it.  As  the  matter  will  be  urged  in  many  other 
places,  we  beg  now  to  be  informed  by  some  learned 
prelate  "What  earthly  harm  can  be  done  by  such  a 
requisition,  and  why  not  give  it  a  trial  >  m&tit&di 


Gratuitous  JMetiical  Service*. 

[We  commend  the  following  remarks  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession,  and  indeed  of  the  public  : — ] 

"One  of  the  questions  of  the  greatest  importance, 
in  the  present  day,  to  medical  practitioners,  is  that  of 
the  enormous  amount  of  gratuitous  service  rendered  to 
the  public  by  the  profession.  In  a  condition  of  society 
never  equalled  in  the  history  of  the  world  for  indusiry 
and  competition,  we  of  the  profession  of  medicine  stand 
alone  in  this  particular.  If  the  profession,  as  a  bodv, 
were  salaried  by  the  State,  the  extent  of  their  public 
labours  producing  no  direct  emolument  could  not  he 
greater  than  it  is  at  present.  This,  the  vice  of  our 
system,  is  universal ;  it  infests  more  or  less  all  .our- great 
institutions,  and  it  enfeebles  every  individual  practitio- 
ner in  the  kingdom.  If  we  were  a  set  of  idle  monks, 
instead  of  being,  as  we  are,  the  hardest- worked  portion 
Of  the  educated  community,  the  unpaid  calls  upon  our 
time  could  not  be  more  absorbing.  Without  any  dis- 
loyalty to  the  pure  and  holy  sentiment  of  charity,  it 
well  becomes  us  to  inquire,  whether  the  continuance  o 
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such  h  state  of  things  can  be  intrinsically  fight,  or  prove 
beneficial  to  the  profession  individually  or  collectively. 
We  conscientiously  believe  that  many  of  those  who 
taight  become  the  improvers  of  medicine  and  surgery 
•ink,  under  the  present  system,  into  men;  drudges,  their 
intellects  failing  when  they  should  strengthen;  and  that 
numbers  are  dragged  down  to  mediocrity  by  unceasing 
toil,  without  leisure  for  study  or  for  reflection.  We  are 
wont  to  pity  the  condition  of  the  assistant  naval  sur- 
geon e-n  board  ship  ;  but  really  in  society  our  profes- 
sion, as  a  body  is  in  much  the  same  position.  Numbers 
amongst  us  suffer  from  corroding  cares  during  a  weary 
life-time,  vainly  struggling  against 

"  Poverty's  uncoiiq'u»rnble  bar," 

and  dying,  after  a  life  of  fruitless  toil,  leaving  widows 
and  orphans  portionless  and  unprovided.  But  our 
grutis  work,  while  it  pierces  our  own  sides,  does  not 
insure  to  us  either  the  esteem  or  the  gratitude  of  the 
public.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  despised  and  con- 
temned, because  we  ourselves  set  so  low  a  value  upon 
the  exercise  of  our  art.  We  are  verily  the  kni^ht- 
errnnts  of  modern  civilization,  doing  battle  with  disease 
and  death  for  the  mere  honor  of  the  thing,  and  as  the 
age  of  chivalry  has  long  since  evaporated,  we  do  not 
even  get  the  empty  guerdon  of  public  praise  and  ap- 
probation. 

Th«re  is  no  department  of  our  profession  from 
which  we  might  not  select  apt  illustrations  of  the  truth 
of  these  remarks.  From  the  lowest  to  the  lughest,  the 
leprosy  of  unpaid  work  infects  our  profession,  and  puts 
us  really  in  the  position  of  idlers  and  spendthrifts;  for 
to  labour  profitlessly  is  in  its  results  much  the  same  as 
idling  or  squandering.  Let  us  take  on  this  occasion  the 
genentl  hospitals  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  busy  hive 
of  medical  men  who  serve  and  suffer  in  their  service, 
and  spread  the  influence  of  a  bad  example  over  the 
whole  profession. 

Modern  London  contains,  for  its  nearlv  three  mil- 
lions of  inhabitants,  thirteen  general  hospitals,  all  of 
them  well' appointed  with  every  appliance  for'  the  relief 
of  suffering  humanity.  In  this  li-  t  we  include  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's, St.  Thomas's,  Guv's,  the  Westminster,  St. 
George's,  the  London,  the  Middlesex,  University  Col- 
lege, Charing-cross,  King's  College,  the  Royal  Free, 
and  St.  Mary's.  The  tlurtcen  hospitals  possess  a  col- 
lective staff  of  from  140  to  1.50  physicians  and  surgeons, 
all  of  whom  we  must  suppose  to  be  fitted  for  the  highest, 
duties  of  the  profession  Besides  the  accredited  medi- 
cal staff  of  each  hospital,  at  fea'sf  an  equal  number  of 
qualified  medical  practitioners  are  attached  to  them  as 
resident  medical  officer's,  pathologists',  registrars,  and 
assistants  of  various  kinds.  The  poor  person's  and  others 
— for  all  hospital  patients  arc  not  poor — seeking  relief 
from  our  hospital  system,  amount  to  no  less  than  the 
astounding  number  of  SOf.OOO  annually.  We  hare 
extracted  this  amount,  without  anv  wish  to  exaggerate 
from  the  best  returns,  as  furnished  by  tin:  hospitals 
themselves.  The  figures  will  be  accredited  when  we 
e'xj    .-altoc  viujBCx*        a  aoqo  *b&ax  S*m>}  *&3  -to} 


state  that  the  largest  of  our  nosocomial  establishments, 
the  Royal  Hospital  of  St.  Bartholomew,  succours  neat  ly 
5,500  in-patients  annually,  and  that  its  jn  and  out- 
patients nearly  reach  80,000  in  the  year.  Yet  this  vast 
system  of  relief,  and  the  immense  amount  of  medical 
and  surgical  skill  consumed  in  its  bestowal,  are  nearly 
— we  had  almost  said,  entirely — gratuitous.  Was  ever 
such  a  spectacle  of  gratuitous  toil  exhibited  as  that 

;  which  is  involved  in  these  figures  1    We  believe  not. 

I  Moreover  we  are  convinced  that  the  most  exalted 

j  chaiitv  could  never  justly  call  upon  any  set  of  men  for 

j  such  an  enormous  self-sacrifice. 

But  some  of  the  thirteen  hospitals  do  present  their 
medical  officers  with  a  yearly  gratuity.  Guy's  Hospital, 
for  instance,  pays  its  medical  men  much  the  same 
annual  salary  as  the  porters  at  its  gates  receive.  Grave 
and  reverend  men,  overflowing  with  the  love  of  the 
profession,  receive  pittances  inferior  lo  the  wages  they 
pay  their  own  butlers  or  footmen.  Much  has  been  said 
of  the  penny-club  system,  and  of  self-supporting  dis- 
pensaries. But  really  these  cheeseparings  are  more 
insignificant  than  the  remuneration  of  either  clubs  or 
dispensaries.  We  see,  from  time  to  time,  public  reve- 
lations relating  to  dean's  and  chapters,  explaining  how 
a  certain  sum  being  left  for  the  nourishment  of  those 
saintly  personages  who  manage  capitular  revenues,  and 
how  this  sum  has  grown,  year  by  year,  generation  by 
generation,  century  by  century,  until  a  perfect  plethora 
of  income  has  been  reached.  It  has  been'far  otherwise 
with  our  profession.  Revenue  has  with  us  siood  still, 
or  retrograded.  The  footman'*  wages  wdiich  the  phv- 
sician  at  the  borough  hospital  receives,  represents  a  sum 
and  a  time  when  fifty  pounds  was  a  huge  amount  com- 

i  pared  with  the  fifty  pounds  of  the  present  dav.  Yet 
Governors  are  not  ashamed,  amid  their  accumulated 
riches,  to  pay  medical  men  in  the  poorest  coin  ;  and 
medical  nu-n,  to  their  shame  be  it  said,  stoop  to  receive 
it  with  humble  and  unrepining  thanks.  Such  beino-  the 
state  of  affairs,  can  we  wonder  that  the  aspect  of  the 
profession  should  be  prostrate  and  needv  •' 

LiincA,  July  30  1352. 
Solution  of  Gulta  Percha  in  Chloroform. 

BV   PKOF.    L.    A.  DUGAS. 

This  is  made  by  dropping  into  a  vial  containing 
chloroform  small  fragments  of  pure  gutta  percha  until 
the  solution  acquires  the  consistence  of  thick  mucilage. 
It  is  then  applied  with  a  camel  hair  pencil,  which  should 
afterwards  be  repeatedly  dipped  in  pure  chloroform  and 
carefully  wiped  with  paper  or  old  linen  so  as  to  pre- 
vent its  becoming  stiff  and  unfit  for  further  use. 

I  will  now  relate  the  result  of  its  application  in  two 
cases  of  cancerous  affection. 

Mr.  L.  had  been  troubled  with  an  epithelial-cancer 
of  the  lower  lip  which  had  resisted  all  applications  for 
18  months.  There  existed,  upon  the  ri^ht  side  of  the 
median  line  and  at  the  junction  of  the  skin  and  mucous 
surface,  a  small  and  thin  scale  or  scab,  which  would 
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occasionally  fall  or  be  rubbed  off,  leaving  a  raw  surface 
of  exquisite  sensibility  exposed  to  irritation  until  another 
scab  would  be  formed.  Beneath  this  surface  there  was 
an  induration  about  the  size  of  a  common  pea,  or  rather 
a  little  larger,  in  which  the  patient  frequently  felt  a 
very  annoying  sense  of  burning,  and  sometimes  darting 
pain. 

At  this  stage  of  the  case,  as  the  patient  was  averse 
to  the  knife,  he  was  advised  to  try  the  application  of 
collodion,  which  he  diligently  persevered  in  for  about 
six  months,  applying  it  three  or  four  times  daily.  This 
arrested  the  farther  growth  of  the  disease,  relieved  its 
itching  and  burning,  protected  its  surface  from  ordinary 
irritants,  but  did  not  heal  the  denuded  surface.  He  then 
substituted  the  solution  of  gutta  percha  in  chloroform 
in  lieu  of  the  collodion.  In  a  letter  to  me  he  thus  des- 
cribes its  effects :  "In  a  few  days  I  saw  and  felt  a 
change  in  the  color  of  the  sore  and  in  the  irritation  ;  in 
a  week  or  ten  days  the  lump  disappeared  and  the  irri- 
tation subsided,  and  in  three  weeks  it  was  almost  en- 
tirely healed  over ;  in  less  than  a  month  it  was  well, 
leaving  an  indentation  on  the  lip." 

In  a  note  dated  the  1st  of  this  month,  (April,)  my 
patient  writes  me 

"I  begin  to  fear  a  return  of  it  in  the  .same  place  the 
cure  was  made  18  mouths  ago.  Recently  a  lump  has 
appeared  in  the  lip ;  it  is  hard  and  sometimes  a  little 
sore — it  gives  me  no  trouble  yet,  but  I  am  afraid  of 
it."  I  will  advise  him  to  use  the  gutta  percha  and 
chloroform  again. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Maria,  a  negress,  about 
50  years  of  age,  who  was  sent  to  me  from  the  country 
on  the  3d  of  November  last,  with  a  cancerous  ulcera- 
tion of  the  mamma  of  several  months  standing.  Both 
mammary  glands  were  very  much  atrophied,  but  the 
affected  one  was  the  smaller  of  the  two,  presented 
nothing  but  a  mass  of  schirrous  induration  which  seem- 
ed adherent  to  the  thoracic  walls,  and  in  the  depressed 
centre  of  which  the  remains  of  a  nipple  were  to  be  seen 
drawn  back  and  ulcerated.  The  ulcer  covered  a  sur- 
face equal  to  the  areola.  The  axillary  glands  were 
much  enlarged,  and  the  patient  a  prey  to  continual 
pain,  especially  at  night,  which  deprived  her  of  sleep. 

Feeling  satisfied  that  the  knife  promised  no  relief 
under  such  circumstances,  yet  unwilling  to  send  her  off 
without  trying  something,  I  put  her  upon  the  use  of  the 
gutta  percha  and  chloroform,  thoroughly  coating  the 
whole  breast  daily  with  it.  The  discharge  from  the 
ulcers  would  at  first  cause  the  pellicle  of  gutta  percha 
to  become  loosened  in  24  hours,  so  that  the  surface  had 
to  be  cleansed  before  the  re-application  of  the  remedy. 
The  suppuration,  however,  gradually  lessened  until  the 
coating  could  remain  a  week — the  painting  still  being 
made  each  morning.  Under  this  treatment,  the  patient 
was  gradually  relieved  of  all  pain  about  the  breast  and 
even  in  the  axilla.  She  slept  quietly  at  night,  enjoyed 
her  meals,  and  felt  quite  well.  Her  general  health  im- 
proved and  she  left  at  the  end  of  one  month,  with  in* 


J  structions  to  continue  the  treatment  perseveringly,  and 
to  get  her  master  to  inform  me  of  the  result.  I  have 
had  no  report  from  her  since,  but  have  learned  inciden- 
tally that  she  never  applied  the  remedy  after  she  left 

|  liei"e,  and  placed  herself  under  the  charge  of  some  one 
who  professed  to  be  able  to  cure  cancers — with  what 

j  result,  I  know  not. 

j  These  two  cases  are  narrated  with  the  simple  pur- 
j  pose  of  directing  attention  to  an  application  which  may 
j  stay,  if  it  does  not  cure,  so  formidable  an  affection  as 
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From  the  Stethoscope. 
The   Chemist's  Dream. 

Methought  I  was  exploring  the  hidden  recesses  of 
:  an  extensive  cave,  whose  winding  passages  had  never 
before  echoed  to  the  tread  of  human  foot.  With  ad- 
miration and  delight  I  was  gazing  at  the  thousand  won- 
ders which  the  flashing  torchlight  revealed  on  every 
side,  at  each  step  of  my  progress,  when  a  strange  sound, 
as  of  the  hum  of  many  voices,  fell  upon  my  ear.  What 
such  a  sound  could  mean  in  such  a  place  was  more 
than  I  could  devine. 

Curiosity  led  me  on  in  the  direction  whence  it  came. 
The  buzz  of  conversation,  cheerful  as  it  would  seem 
from  the  occasional  bursts  of  merriment  that  were 
heard,  grew  more  and  more  distinct,  until  the  dark  and 
narrow  passage  I  had  been  following  suddenly  opened 
upon  one  of  those  magnificent  rock  parlors,  of  whose 
grandeur  and  beauty  description  can  convey  but  a  faint 
idea.  A  flood  of  light  illuminated  the  arching  roof 
with  the  vast  columns  of  stalactites  sparkling  with 
j  chrystals  that  supported  it,  and  was  reflected  with  im. 
posing  effect  from  the  huge  streets  of  the  same  mate- 
rial, of  the  purest  white,  that  hung  from  the  ceiling  in 
graceful  but  substantial  drapery.  I  stood  in  one  of  na- 
ture's noblest  halls,  but  not  alone. 

A  strange  company  had  gathered  there.  Black  spir- 
its and  white,  blue  spirits  and  grey,  were  before  me. 
A  festive  occasion  had  assembled,  in  joyous  mood  and 
holiday  attire,  the  first  born  of  creation — the  Elements 
of  things. 

In  dreams,  nothing  ever  surprises  us.  It  seemed 
perfectly  natural  to  see  these  fairy  forms  in  that  strange 
grotto.  So,  accosting  without  hesitation,  the  one  near- 
est to  me,  I  apologized  for  my  intrusion,  and  was  about 
to  withdraw.  From  my  new  acquaintance,  however,  I 
received  so  cordial  a  welcome  and  so  earnest  an  invita- 
tion to  become  a  participator  in  their  festivities,  that  I 
could  not  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  accepting  the 
hospitality  so  kindly  proffered. 

I  was  soon  informed  that  some  of  the  leading  char- 
acters among  the  Elements  had  resolved  some  weeks 
previous  upon  having  a  general  picnic  dinner  party. 
Sixty-three  family  invitations  had  occordingly  been  sent 
out — one  to  each  of  the  brotherhood— and  preparations 
'  for  the  foast  made  upon  a  mc*t  ea tensive  scale.  Sea 
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and  land  had  been  ransacked  for  delicacies,  and  every- 
thing was  put  in  requisition  that  could  contribute  to  the 
splendor  of  the  entertainment  or  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  occasion. 

A  t  the  hour  I  so  unexpectedly  came  upon  them, 
nearly  all  the  guests,  with  their  families,  had  assembled 
in  the  strange  drawing-room  I  have  described,  awaiting 
the  summons  to  the  banquet. 

Spacious  as  that  drawing-room  was,  it  was  nearly 
filled  with  these  interesting  children  of  nature.  And 
here  they  were  seen,  not  as  in  the  Chemist's  Laborato- 
ry, writing  in  the  heated  crucible,  or  pent  up  in  glassy 
prisons,  or  peering  out  of  gas  holders  and  fiorence 
flasks,  but  arrayed  in  their  beauty,  each  free  as  air  and 
acting  as  impulse  prompted.  There  were  those  present 
of  every  hue,  every  style  of  dress,  every  variety  of  ap- 
pearance. The  metals,  the  gases,  the  salts,  the  acids, 
the  oxides  and  the  alkalies — all  were  there. 

From  the  mine,  from  the  shop  of  the  artizan,  from 
the  mint,  from  the  depths  of  ocean  even,  they  had 
come;  and  a  gayer  assemblage,  a  more  animating  scene, 
my  eyes  had  never  beheld.  Many  of  the  ladies  of  the 
party  were  most  tastefully  attired. 

Chlorine  wore  a  beautiful  greenish  yellow  robe,  that 
displayed  her  queen-like  figure  to  good  advantage. 
The  fair  daughters  of  Chromium  particularly  attracted 
my  attention,  with  their  gay  dresses  of  the  loveliest 
golden  yellow  and  orange  red.  Iodine  had  just  arrived, 
and  was  not  yet  disencumbered  of  an  unpretending 
outer  garment  of  steel  grey  that  enveloped  her  person  ; 
but  the  warmth  of  the  apartment  soon  compelled  her 
to  throw  this  aside,  when  she  appeared  arrayed  in  a 
vesture  of  thin  g;uize  of  the  most  splendid  violet  color 
imaginable.  Carbonic  Acid  was  there,  but  not  clad  in 
the  airy  robes  in  which  I  expected  to  see  her.  The 
pressure  of  the  iron  hand  of  adversity  had  been  upon 
her,  and  now  her  attire  was  plain — simply  a  dress  of 
snowy  white — the  best  which  her  straitened  circum- 
stances to  which  she  had  been  reduced,  allowed  her  to 
assume.  Quite  a  contrast  to  her  was  her  mother  Car- 
bon, whom  you  would  have  supposed  to  have  been  a 
widow  in  deep  mourning,  or  a  nun  who  had  taken  the 
black  veil — so  sable  were  her  garments,  so  gloomy  her 
countenance — had  not  her  ear-rings  of  polished  jet  and 
a  circlet  of  diamonds  that  glistened  on  her  brow  evin- 
ced that  she  had  not  yet  altogether  renounced  the 
world  and  its  vanities.  The  belle  of  the  room  appear- 
ed to  be  Nitrous  Acid,  the  graceful  daughter  of  Nit- 
rogen, airy  in  all  her  movements,  and  with  dress  of  deep- 
est crimson,  that  corresponded  well  with  a  lip  and  cheek 
rivaling  the  ruby  in  redness.  Among  the  lady  metals, 
too,  there  were  many  with  bright  faces  and  resplendent 
charms ;  but  I  must  pass  on  to  a  description  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  party. 

Sulphur  wore  a  suit  of  modest  yellow  plush,  while 
Phosphorus  quite  disconcerted  some  of  the  more  deco- 
rous matrons  present,  by  making  his  appearance  in  a 
pair  of  flesh-colored  tighU. 


i        Phosphuretted  Hydrogen,  or,  as  he  is  nick-named, 
'■  "  Will  of  the  Wisp,''  startled  me,  by  flitting  by  in  a 
robe  of  living  flame,  the  dress  in  which  the  graceless 
youngster  is  said  to  haunt  church-yards  and  marshy 
places,  playing  his  pranks  upon  poor  benighted  travelers. 
The  king  of  metals,  Gold,  was  arrayed  in  truly  gorgeous 
\  apparel,  though  it  must    be  confessed,  there  was  a 
!  glitter  and  an  air  of  haughtiness  about  him  from  which 
you  would  turn  with  pleasure  to  the  mild,  sweet  face  of 
his  royal  sister,  Silver,  who  leaned  upon  his  arm,  a 
bright  eyed,  unassuming  creature  of  sterling  worth. 
Mercury  was  there,  as  lively  and  as  versatile  as  ever, 
1  a  most  restless  being,  now  by  the  thermometer,  noting 
I  the  subterranean  temperature,  now  by  the  barometer 
;  predicting  a  storm  in  the  regions  overhead,  now  arm  in 
arm,  with  this  metal,  then  with  that,  and  they  all,  by 
the  way,  save  stern  old  Iron,  had  hard  work  to  shake 
him  off.    A  strange  character  surely  was  he — a  philo- 
.  sopher  of  uncommon  powers  of  reflection — the  veriest 
i  busy-body  in  the  world,  well  versed  in  the  healing  art, 
j  a  practical  amalgamist — in  short,  a  complete  factotum. 
,  Potasium,  though  a  decidedly  biilliant  looking  fellow, 
!  manifested  too  much  levity  in  his  deportment  to  win  re- 
I  spect,  and  was  pronounced,  by  those  who  knew  him 
■  best,  to  be  rather  soft.    In  gravity  Platinum  surpass- 
ed all  the  rest,  and  in  natural  brightness  was  outshone 
!  by  few.    When  Oxygen  arrived,  and  his  light,  elas- 
tic tread  was  heard,  and  his  clear  transparent  counte- 
nance was  seen  among  them,  a  murmur  of  congratula- 
tion ran  round  the  drawing-room,  and  involuntarily  all 
assembled  rose  to  meet  him  and  do  him  homage.  He 
j  was  a  patriarch  indeed  among  them — literally  a  father 
;  to  many  of  the  youngest  guests.    His  arrival  was  the 
!  signal  of  adjournment  to  the  banqueting  room,1  where 
I  of  right  he  took  his  position  at  the  head  of  the  table. 
Concerning  the  apartment  we  had  now  entered,  I 
can  only  say  it  was  grand  beyond  description.    It  was 
lighted  up  with  the  brilliance  of  noon-day  by  an  arch  of 
flame  intensely  dazzling,  produced  by  a  curious  appara- 
tus which  Galvanism,  who  excels  in  these  matters,  had 
j  contrived  for  the  occasion  out  of  some  materials  which 
his  friends  Zinc  and  Copper  had  furnished  him.  Fes- 
toons of  evergreens  and  wreaths  of  roses  encircled  the 
alabaster  columns,  and  made  the  whole  look  like  a  hall 
1  in  fairy-land.    But  I  must  describe  the  table  and  its  pa- 
:  raphernalia — the  preparation  of  the  viands :  I  mean 
j  the  baking,  boiling,  roasting,  stewing  and  the  like,  which 
had  been  committed  to  Caloric,  who  had  had  long  ex- 
,  perience  in  that  department.    The  nobler  of  the  met- 
als had  generously  lent  their  costly  services  of  plate, 
while  Carbon  united  with  Iron  to  furnish  the  elegant 
steel  cutlery  used  on  the  occasion.    Alumina  provided 
the  fine  set  of  china  that  graced  the  table,  and  Silex 
and  Potash,  without  solicitation,  sent  as  their  joint  con- 
tribution, cut  glass  pitchers  and  tumblers  of  superior 
pattern  and  transparency.    As  among  these  sons  of  na- 
ture there  is  no  craving  for  artificial  excitement,  Oxygen 
and  Hydrogen,  who  by  the  way  have  done  more  for  the 
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cold  water  societies  than  Delavan  and  Father  Mathew. 
were  commissioned  to  iprovide  the  drinkables,  and  what 
teuWrttgjl  they  furnisbed  may  easily  be  conjectured. 
Carbon,  with  Oxygen  and  Hydrogen,  found  most  of  the 
vegetables,  and  Nitrogen.,  whose  assistance  as  commis- 
sary here  wns  indispensable,  joined  th«m  in  procuring- 
the  meats,  under  which  the  table  groaned.  No  taste 
but  would  be  satisfied  with  the  variety — no  appetite 
but  would  be  cloved  with  the  profusion  of  good  things. 
Though  the  liberality  of  the  four  that  have  been  men- 
tioned left  hut  little  for  their  associates  to  contribute, 
still  some  individual  offerings  to  the  feast  deserve  to  be 
mentioned.  Thus  the  oysters  Carbonate  of  Lime  had 
sent  in  the  shell  ;  the  pyramids  of  ice  Brans  for  the 
desert  were  provided  by  the  daughter  of  Chlorine  and 
H>/drogen,  the  bride  of  Soditun,  who  was  out  several 
hours  in  the  snow  engaged  in  freezing  them,  and  the 
almonds  and  peaches  came  from  the  conservatory  of 
Hydrocyanic  Acid  the  druggist. 

After  grace  had  been  said  by  Affinity,  who  is  a  sort 
of  chaplain  to  the  Elements,  having  officiated  at  the 
weddings  of  all  the  married  ones  of  the  company,  a 
vigorous  onset  was  made  upon  the  good  things  before 
them.  At  first  all  were  too  much  engaged  for  conver- 
sation ;  but  the  desert  appearing  at  la-t,  as  they  enter- 
ed their  nuts  the  jests  too  were  cracked.  Tonst  and 
song  were  called  for,  and  wit  and  innocent  hilarity  he- 
came  the  order  of  the  day.  Even  Oxygen,  who  had 
presided  with  such  an  air  of  dignity,  relaxed  from  his 
sternness,  and  entertained  the  younger  ones  at  the  ta- 
ble with  many  a  tale  of  his  mischievous  pranks  in  the 
days  of  old  father  Chaos,  when  Time  and  himself  were 
youn".  Strange  tales  they  were  too,  of  earthquakes 
with  which  Hydrogen  and  he  would  now  and  then 
frighten  the  Ichthyosauri  and  Megatheria  of  the  ancient 
world,  and  of  conflagrations  comical  as  of  old  Vulcan's 
tonu,s  and  anvil,  kindling  them  before  his  eyes  with  the 
very  bolt  he  was  forcing.  This,  however,  he  added, 
with  a  sly  glance  at  his  old  partner  Nitrogen,  who  sat 
near,  was,  before  marriage  had  sobered  down  his  spirits 
and  tamed  his  impetuosity. 

I  have  no  space  to  chronicle  more  of  the  freaks  of 
Oxngen's  early  youth,  nor  any  of  the  sayings  and  do- 
ings of  others  of  this  memorable  night's  party,  else  I 
mi"-ht  relate  the  marvelous  story  Nickel  had  to  tell 
about  the  manner  in  which  he  managed  to  deceive  and 
WYoii"'  the  miners  of  former  days,  by  making  them  be- 
lieve that  he  was  the  parent  of  Copper,  until  at  length 
they  concluded  that  he  was  an  evil  spirit,  whose  sole 
object  was  to  interrupt  their  operations.  I  would  tell 
too  of  the  drolleries  of  Nitrous  Oxide,  that  funniest, 
queerest,  craziest  of  youngsters,  and  how  Phosphorus 
made  a  flaming  speech,  and  Potash  a  caustic  one,  and 
how  Mercury  proposed  as  a  toast,  "  the  medical  pro- 
fession," to  whom  we  say  "use  us  but  don't  abuse  us." 
I  must  speak,  however,  of  a  curious  little  by-scene  I 
chanced  to  witness.  It  was  a  flirtation  that  Platinum 
was  carrying  on  with  Hydrogen,  whom,  much  to  my 


surprise.  I  found  seated  up  among  the  metals,  and  quite 
at  home  among  them  too.  There  was  quite  a  contrast 
between  PliUinnm.  grey,  heavy  and  dull  as  he  was,  and 
the  light,  and  buoyant  creature  by  his  side,  but  there 
soon  seemed  to  be  evidence  of  some  mutual  attraction 
between  them. 

So  passed  the  evening,  all  went  on  *'  merry  as  a 
marriage  bell,"  with  nothing  to  mar  the  good  humor 
that  prevailed,  until  in  an  evil  hour  Sulphuretted  Hy- 
drogen, a  disagreeable  fellow,  against  whose  appearance 
at  the  banquet  most  of  the  company  had  protested, 
entered  the  apartment  with  a  very  offensive  air.  In  an 
instant  the  whole  family  of  metals,  to  whom  he  is  par- 
ticularly obno.vious,  changed  color.  Lend  fairly  grew 
black  in  the  face  with  indignation.  Arsenic  and  Anti- 
mony seemed  to  be  jaundiced  with  rage;  Ammonia,  to 
whom  his  presence  recalled  very  unpleasant  associations, 
in  trying  to  avoid  him,  precipitated  several  metalic  ox- 
ides on  the  floor,  while  Chlorine,  with  more  self-com- 
mand than  the  rest,  advanced  with  a  firm  step  to  expel 
the  intruder,  looking  as  if  she  were  about  to  annihilate 
him  on  the  spot,  Well,  at  this  crisis  be  espied  Nitric 
Acid ;  and  knowing  that  his  destruction  was  certain,  if 
they  should  come  in  contact,  he  at  once  withdrew,  very 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  company. 

How  the  scene  might  have  terminated,  I  know  not, 
for  just  at  that  moment  a  strange  sound  of  awful  im- 
port, like  the  trampling  of  a  mighty  host,  came  to  my 
ears.  I  felt  sure  it  was  an  earthquake's  voice,  and  that 
now  my  fate  was  scaled.  My  kuees  tottered  under  me 
— the  arching  grotto  and  the  festive  board  gradually 
vanished  from  before  my  eyes,  which  opened  upon  the 
class  as  they  were  leaving  the  laboratory  of  our  worthy 
Professor  of  Chemistry,  where,  it  seemed,  much  to  my 
confusion,  I  had  fallen  asleep  during  lecture,  and 
"  Dreamed  a  dream  in  the  midst  of  my  slumbers  " 

S.  li.  II. 

 1  

Edinbcrstt.  7th  August,  1$63. 

Visit  to  Prof.  Simpson,  the  introducer  of  Chloroform. 
My  dear  Co!!.-ague  Prof.  WrJwn  of  the  Nashville  University. 

Occupying  as  vou  do  a  corresponding  po*iti»n  in 
the  great  profession  to  the  great  teacher  of  obstetrics, 
in  the  great  capital  of  Scotland,  I  have  thought  it  ap- 
propriate to  address  to  you  what  I  saw  of  him  to-day. 
I  have  had  the  enviable  privilege  of  uot  only  making  hia 
acquaintance,  but  have  seen  him  operate  after  adminis- 
tering Chloroform.  Having  visited  the  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity, Ilerriot's,  Dawsan's  and  Donalson's  magnificent 
hospitals,  each  founded  by  the  munificence  of  individ- 
uals bearing  these  respective  names,  I  next  sallied  forth 
to  call  upon  Professors  Miller  and  Simpson.  The  first 
mentioned  was  out  of  town,  but  the  latter  I  found  in 
the  midst  of  his  patients.  He  promptly  acknowledged 
mv  small  contributions  to  the  early  introduction  of  his 
special  anaesthetic  agent  in  our  country,  and  invited  nse 
into  his  private  operating  room,  to  reach  which  we  bad 
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to  pass  through  two  stories  of  women  in  attendance 
upon  the  consultation  of  the  Doetor.  There  were  three 
other  professional  gentlemen  with  him :  one,  Prof. 
Retiius  of .  Stockholm,  Sweden.  He  is  the  professor  of 
obstetrics,  and  i.->  brother  to  the  distinguished  professor 
of  auatomy.  lie  too  had  come  to  visit  the  great  Scotch- 
man, who  has  the  high  honor  of  having  given  to  the 
world  the  best  of  all  anaesthetic  agents. 

Amenorrhcea — one  certain  emmenagogve 

Prof.  S.  had  just  operated  upon  a  case,  that  of  cup- 
ping directly  the  uterus  for  amenorrhcea.  The  fluid 
extracted  was  subjected  to  the  microscope  and  exhibi- 
ted blood  corpuscles  as  well  as  those  of  mucus  and 
epithelial  cells.  This  method  to  bring  on  menstrua- 
tion is  resorted  to  when  other  mean9  have  failed,  and 
is  only  adapted  to  a  eertain  number  of  cases.  A  stem 
pessary  he  also  frequently  employs,  composed  for  this 
particular  purpose  of  two  metals,  say  zinc  and  copper 
or  silver,  so  as  to  excite  galvanic  action.  These  instru- 
ments are  generally  made  of  German  silver,  are  of  oval 
shape,  of  about  one  and  a  half  by  two  and  a  half  inch- 
es in  size,  and  from  their  centre  projects  at  a  right  an- 
gle a  stem  of  two  inches  in  length.  To  introduce  this 
pessary  the  stem  is  placed  flat  upon  the  body  of  the  in- 
strument, passed  into  the  womb,  and  then  by  a  spring 
maintains  its  position  in  this  organ,  while  the  whole  is 
retained  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  vagina.  I  saw  one 
removed  that  had  been  worn  ten  months  without  any 
inconvenience,  but  on  the  oontrary  with  advantage.  No 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  wearing  them.  Should  the 
ordinary  treatment  for  amenorrhcea  fail,  and  galvanism 
produce  no  effect  when  applied  as  described,  then  as 
the  dernier  resort,  a  long  catheter  is  introduced  into  the 
womb,  and  a  suction  pump  adapted  to  its  external  ex- 
tremity. This  is  the  direct  cupping  of  the  uterus,  and 
is  surely  one  certain  emmenagogue.  Of  course,  if  the 
ovaries  are  at  fault,  nothing  can  re-establish  menstrua- 
tion ;  hence  I  have  stated  this  heroic  measure,  the  im- 
mediate action  upon  the  womb  itself,  must  be  applicable 
to  only  a  limited  number  of  cases.  The  sudden  con- 
gesting of  this  rfrgflrj  by  this  means  must  often  result  in 
the  irruption  of  the  menses,  and  may  he  added  to  our 
means  to  effect  this  end. 

Retro-version  and  retro-ftzion  of  the  uterus. 
For  these  Dr.  Simpson  relies  on  his  stem  pessary. 
In  a  case  just  arrived  from  Aberdeen,  the  patient  was 
placed  deeply  under  the  influence  of  Chloroform,  the 
misplacement  clearly  ascertained,  and  as  the  os  tinea? 
would  not  admit  the  stem,  it  was  freely  encised  in  op- 
posite directions.  The  patient  was  to  return  in  a  few 
gays  to  nave  a  pessary  adapted  to  her  case.  I  was 
buuch  surprised  at  these  bold  operations  upon  the 
womb  ;  and  they  go  far  to  establish  the  position  of  Jo- 
bert  of  Paris,  that  its  internal  surface  is  insensible. 
The  instrument  of  Prof.  S.  for  stricture  of  the  os  tinea? 
reseinbles  the  lithotome  cache,  the  handle  being  much 
louver.  »•  * 


False  Conception  \ 

Is  readily  detected  by  the  relaxation  produced  in  the 
abdominal  muscles  from  the  effects  of  Chloroform. 
Prof.  Simpsons  mode  of  administering  Chloroform. 
He  poured  on  a  towel  about  half  an  ounce  of  this 
fluid,  and  applied  it  closely  (othe  nose  and  mouth  of  the 
patient.  It  was  there  retained,  say  about  two  or  four 
minutes,  until  the  patient  had  pa-sed  into  stertorous 
breathing.  Indeed  it  seemed  to  !  e  r*ectlessly  admin- 
istered, so  obviously  was  confidence  placed  in  its  harm- 
lessness. 

Everything  that  I  saw  of  Prof.  S.  during  this  brief 
visit  impressed  me  with  the  sound  philosophy  and  great 
merit  of  the  man.  He  is,  in  my  estimation,  justly  en- 
titled lo  all  the  honors  bestowed  upon  him  by  his  pro- 
fessional brethren  throughout  the  world,  and  has  con- 
ferred an  inestimable  boon  on  suffeiing  humanity.  To 
him,  and  to  him  alone,  belongs  all  the  praise  of  intro- 
ducing the  best  anaesthetic  yet  known  in  the  practice  of 
the  baling  art,  •  .  .  '  >Km1 

Prolt  'ssoj -tv.mpsnn  is  about  fifty  years  old,  is  a  short, 
stout, built  man,  with  broad  shoulders,  short  neck  and 
large  head,  covered  with  a  profusion  of  dark  colored 
hair,  which  he  wears  quite  long.  It  was  four  P.  M. 
when  I  called  upon  him,  and  found  his  bouse  then 
thronged  with  fimale  patients,  not.  less  than  sixty,  I 
should  think.  Yours  tntlv, 

PAUL  F.  EVE. 

To  Pkof.  Watsox. 
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Conclusion  of  Prof.  Peaslee's  Introductory  Lecture 
before  the  New  York  Jledical  Col  lege,  and  published 
by  the  Class. 

Thus  it  appears  that,  the  practice  of  medicine  more 
than  any  other  profession,  demands  the  incessant  in- 
fluence of  high  -moral  principle:  that  it  more  than  any 
ether  tries  the  feelings,  and  tesis  the  moral  character, 
but  at  the  same  time  exalts  both  :  that  the  medical 
profession  has  ever  possessed  as  high  a  character  for 
virtue  and  morality  as  any  other,  r.nd  as  high  a  religious 
character  also,  the  clerical  profession  alone  excepted  ; 
that  in  the  practice  of  medicine  all  baser  metal,  all 
counterfeits,  will  sureiy  at  length  he  detected,  while  the 
pure  gold  of  moral  excellence  will  also  be  discovered 
and  justly  appreciated  ;  that  medical  men  are  judged 
by  a  higher  standard  of  moral  character  than  is  applied 
to  other  men,  hut  it  is  certainly  our  own  fault  if  we  do 
not  elevate  ourselves  to  its  requirements. 

A  good  moral  character  is  indispensable,  therefore, 
in  a  medical  man  ;  and  is  the  indispensable  basis  upon 
which  the  intellectual  part  of  a  medical  education  should 
be  erected.  How.  then,  can  private  medical  teachers, 
and  the  medical  schools,  elude  the  duty  of  preventing, 
so  far  as  may  be,  the  admission  into  the  profession  of 
immor;-.l  men  ?  Xo  physician  should  receive  into  his 
office  as  a  pupi!.  a  young  man  whose  moral  character  is 
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objectionable,  and  private  teachers  generally  have  op- 
portunities for  certain  knowledge  in  regard  to  this 
matter ;  but  should,  on  the  contrary,  dissuade  all  such 
from  studying  medicine  at  all.  No  preceptor,  who  is 
himself  a  good  man,  is  ever  honored  in  the  end  by  an 
immoral  pupil,  however  intellectual  he  may  be.  Yet 
by  far  the  greatest  amount  of  the  immorality  actually 
existing  in  our  profession,  is  traceable  to  a  neglect  of 
duty  in  this  respect. 

But  the  duty  of  the  schools  is  not  less  binding,  nor 
less  important.  The  great  object  of  their  institution  is 
the  advancement  and  elevation  of  the  medical  profession 
in  all  respects  ;  and  they  are  either  entirely  ignorant 
or  utterly  unscrupulous,  who  would  pervert  them  to 
their  own  personal  advantage.  From  the  fact  also  that 
the  schools  depend  on  the  profession  for  their  support, 
they  are  bound  not  to  thrust  into  it  such  as  either  from 
bad  moral  character  or  deficient  intellectual  qualifica- 
tions,  will  disgrace  it,  and  thus  bring  personal  dishonor, 
in  some  degree,  upon  those  who  have  already  become 
honorably  connected  with  it.  Indeed,  the  schools  have 
recognized  the  duty  I  am  inculcating,  by  requiring  cer- 
tificates of  good  moral  character  as  a  pre  requisite  to 
graduation.  But  it  is  well  known  that  every  man  may 
obtain  such  a  certificate  from  some  source,  and,  there- 
fore, any  school  is  liable  to  imposition  in  spite  of  all 
possible  precautions.  But  does  the  blame  justly  fall 
upon  the  schools  in  such  instances  1  Certainly  not — 
but  upon  the  previous  teachers  of  such  young  men,  who 
had  every  opportunity  to  know  their  true  character,  and 
yet  sent  them  to  the  schools,  and,  perhaps,  as  generally 
happens,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  also  gave  them 
the  necessary  credentials.  It  is  certainly  too  much  to 
require  medical  schools,  besides  storing  the  intellects 
of  their  pupils,  to  convert  immoral  into  moral  young 
men. 

But  since  the  evil  of  sending  such  men  to  the  schools 
exists,  without  any  check  in  the  power  of  the  latter,  it 
is  their  duty  to  impose  still  other  criteria  of  character, 
so  far  as  is  practicable,  in  order  to  guard  the  profession 
in  every  possible  way  in  this  respect.  And  this  also 
the  profession  has  the  right  to  demand.  And  just  so 
far  as  a  school  gives  its  diploma  to  irregular  practition- 
ers of  any  kind,  it  is  directly  contributing  to  disgrace 
the  regular  profession  ;  and  by  such  acts  forfeits  all 
claim  to  the  patronage  of  the  same.  So  far,  also,  that 
school  commits  an  immorality,  for  which  it  should  be 
held  responsible  to  the  last  degree,  if  committed  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  at  the  time.  I  well  know 
the  difficulty — even  the  impossibility— of  ascertaining 
the  truth  in  all  cases,  for  the  reasons  before  mentioned. 
But  the  graduation  of  irregular  practitioners  may  be 
guarded  against,  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  in  every  in- 
stance, by  requiring  every  candidate  for  a  degree  to  sign 
a  pledge,  to  be  preserved  hereafter,  to  the  effect  that  he 
will  never  engage  in  any  irregular  system  of  practice  ; 
will  maintain  an  honorable  intercourse  with  his  profes- 
sional brethren  ;  and  will  endeavor  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  his  profession  in  every  honorable  way.  What 


glory  can  accrue  to  any  school  from  the  graduation  of 
such  men  as  would  refuse  to  sign  such  a  pledge  1  And 
what  public  teacher  can  wish  to  graduate  such  men  on 
any  account,  unless  he  considers  his  responsibility  to  his 
own  pocket  paramount  to  his  duties  to  his  profession  ? 
This  college,  gentlemen,  has  the  honor  of  first  requir- 
ing such  a  pledge.  Already,  its  example  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  another  school  j*  and,  ere  long,  we  hope  to 
see  it  imitated  by  every  respectable  medical  institution 
in  tlie  country. 

I  have  said  it  is  too  much  to  require  the  medical 
schools  to  make  moral  physicians  out  of  immoral  and 
corrupt  students.  But  I  add,  that  it  is  not,  however, 
too  much  to  demand  of  them  that  they  shall  not  en- 
courage students  in  their  immoralities — that  they  should 
not  connive  at  the  falsehood  of  those  who  pretend  to  be 
preparing  themselves  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  till 
they  get  their  diploma,  and  then  throw  off  their  disguise 
and  engage  in  irregular  practice.  It  is  also  not  too 
much  to  demand  of  the  schools,  that  they  shall  not  set 
an  example  of  falsehood  themselves  to  their  pupils,  by 
professing  to  the  public  that  none  can  obtain  a  diploma 
without  a  three  years'  course  of  study,  and  then  confer 
their  degrees  after  a  course  of  a  year  or  two,  just  to  suit 
applicants.  But  a  low  estimate  can  that  public  medical 
teacher  have  of  his  duties  to  his  profession  at  large,  and 
but  a  slight  degree  of  self-respect,  who  will  not  in  every 
way  manifest  his  entire  disgust  at  all  such  practices. 
And  we  who  attempt  to  teach,  are  bound  at  least  not 
to  make  our  pupils  worse,  if  we  do  not  make  them 
better ;  we  are  bound  to  manifest,  on  all  occasions,  by 
our  example  and  by  precept  also,  so  far  as  may  be 
proper,  our  recognition  of  the  highest  and  purest  moral 
principle,  as  the  main  and  indispensable  element  in  the 
medical  character.  What,  then,  shall  be  said  of  such 
teachers,  as  in  their  public  lectures  and  private  acts 
pander  to  the  lowest  appetites  of  those  who  look  to 
them  for  instruction  ?  So  long  as  such  are  found  in 
professorial  chairs,  the  scandals  against  our  profession, 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  will  continue  to  be  repeated'; 
for  so  long  there  will  still  he  enough  immoral  men  in  it 
to  attach  some  degree  of  disgrace  to  the  whole.  It  is 
for  the  profession  to  single  out  such  teachers  and  such 
schools,  and  bestow  its  patronage  accordingly. 

But  finally,  medical  students  also  have  a  duty  to 
perform  in  this  respect.  It  is  true,  they  have  no  op- 
portunity to  learn  it,  perhaps,  till  they  have  selected 
their  preceptor,  and  possibly  it  never  occurs  to  them 
till  they  have  even  received  their  diploma.  But  it  is 
their  duty,  and  at  the  same  time  their  interest,  so  far  as 
they  mav,  to  patronise  only  preceptors  and  schools  of 
the  best  character,  in  a  moral  point  of  view.  For  every 
medical  school  has  a  moral  character  and  an  intellectual, 
as  well  as  its  individual  professors  ;  and,  were  I  to  send 
a  son  to  a  medical  school,  I  should  take  especial  pains 
accurately  to  settle  the  question  of  character,  present 
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and  prospective,  before  I  decided  what  teacher  or  school 
he  should  patronize. 

Having  decided  what  teachers  and  what  school  to 
patronize,  you  will  not  fail,  young  gentlemen,  to  re- 
cognize it  as  the  duty  of  each  to  fulfill,  so  far  as  in  him 
lies,  the  high  hopes  of  those  so  near  and  dear  to  him, 
from  whom  he  is  for  a  season  to  be  separated  ;  still 
remaining  uncontamiuated  by  the  temptations  of  a  great 
city.  For  however  great  the  intellectual  progress  you 
may  make,  unless  you  preserve  unspotted  your  moral 
escutcheon,  you  are  unfit  for  the  noble  employment  to 
which  you  aspire.  In  it,  .above  all,  it  is  true  that  "  the 
evil  bow  before  the  good  ; "  and  in  every  vocation, 

 "  Talents  angel  bright, 

If  wanting  worth,  are  shining  instruments 
In  false  ambition's  hand,  to  finish  faults 
Illustrious,  and  give  infamy  renown." 


Chloroform  and  its  Dangers. 
[The  following  article  cannot  fail  to  interest  our  read- 
ers, especially  in  view  of  another  article  found  in  this 
number,  from  the  pen  of  Professor  Paul  F.  Eve,  of 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  contrast  between  the  expe- 
rience of  Dr.  Warren  of  Boston,  and  that  of  Dr.  Simp- 
son, of  Edinburgh,  is  so  extraordinary,  as  these  two 
documents  show,  that  every  reader  of  both  will  be  con- 
strained to  infer  that  the  Chloroform  used  so  freely  and 
recklessly  by  Professor  Simpson,  must  be  another  and 
very  different  article  from  that  used  by  Professor  War- 
ren in  the  mistaken  idea  that  he  was  only  employing 
Chloric  Ether.  The  address  of  the  latter  gentleman 
would  otherwise  be  strongly  corroborative  of  his  views 
long  since  published,  of  the  dangers  of  using  Chloro- 
form at  all. 

That  there  is  a  very  great  difference  in  the  physical 
properties  of  the  articles  sold  and  used  as  Chloroform, 
has  been  well  known,  and  is  obvious  to  the  senses.  That 
its  chemiccil  composition  is  equally  different,  cannot  be 
doubtful.  Hence  its  effects  on  the  human  body  when 
inhaled,  essentially  vary  in  violence  and  danger,  more 
from  the  quality  of  the  agent,  than  from  any  error  in 
its  exhibition,  or  from  any  idiosyrcracy  in  the  subject. 
This  has  been  generally  understood,  and  the  utmost 
caution  has  been  urged  in  the  selection  of  the  Chloro- 
form, and  its  specific  gravity  has  been  relied  on  as  one 
of  the  most  reliable  tests. 

How  it  is  possible  to  mistake  Chloric  or  Sulphuric 
Ether  for  Chloroform,  if  the  least  attention  is  paid  to 
the  density  or  specific  gravity  of  the  latter  as  compared 
with  either  of  the  former  articles,  would  seem  to  be  in- 
conceivable. Pure  Chloroform  is  so  heavy  that  it  re- 
sembles quicksilver  in  its  appearance  in  the  bottle  which 
contains  it,  seeming  to  be  slightly  convex  on  its  surface. 
While  the  ethers  are  all  lighter,  like  air,  and  hence 
evaporate  much  more  rapidly.  Besides  the  smell  is  es- 
sentially different,  and  when  diffused  through  the  ope- 
rating room,  we  should  have  supposed  that  the  detec- 
tion of  the  mistake,  when  as  in  this  case,  the  article 
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was  placed  in  the  wrong  bottle,  would  have  been 
immediate. 

Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson  of  Boston,  has  announced  that 
much  of  the  Chloroform  of  commerce  is  poisonous,  by 
reason  of  containing  fusel  oil,  and  he  thus  accounts  for 
its  dangers.  But  the  Academy  of  Sciences  by  their 
experiments  on  the  inhalation  of  fusel  oil  itself,  appear 
to  have  proved  that  this  agent  is  not  fatal,  so  that  we 
must  look  elsewhere  for  the  mischiefs  which  have  been 
reported  in  our  own  and  other  countries. 

No  Chloroform  should  be  used  without  chemically 
ascertaining  its  purity,  and  the  specific  gravity  found  to 
correspond  to  the  standards  heretofore  laid  down.  Its 
uniformity  of  strength  and  absolute  purity  should  be 
secured  by  legislative  enactment,  and  competent  inspec- 
tion by  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose.  And  then 
if  proper  caution  is  used  in  administering  it,  alternating 
its  inspiration  with  the  atmospheric  air,  and  stopping 
short  of  stertor,  which  is  never  necessary,  ten  thousand 
experimenters  are  daily  proving,  that  in  judiciously  se- 
lected cases,  such  Chloroform  may  be  used  with  entire 
safety.  But  we  could  never  consent  to  employ  so  pow- 
erful an  agent,  with  the  freedom  from  restraint  recom- 
mended on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Simpson,  and  we  can- 
not help  suspecting  that  his  Chloroform  is  essentially 
different  from  ours. 

That  the  ethers  are  milder  and  safer,  is  highly  pro- 
bable, since  but  few  deaths  have  occurred  any  where 
when  these  were  used.  And  deaths  from  Chloroform 
have  not  exceeded  thirty  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  so  far 
as  they  have  reached  us,  although  it  has  been  inhaled 
probably  by  millions  of  persons.  Nor  is  it  by  any 
means  certain  that  in  all  the  instances  reported,  this 
agent  was  the  cause  of  death,  for  the  experience  of  all 
surgeons  furnishes  cases  of  death  during  or  soon  after 
operations,  even  of  the  minor  kind,  where  no  anaesthet- 
ic had  been  used.  In  the  cases  reported  by  Dr.  War- 
ren, there  may  still  be  room  for  doubt,  or  there  may  be 
some  peculiarity  in  the  Chloroform  used,  which  may 
explain  the  untoward  results. 

All  must  honor  the  candor  of  Dr.  Warren,  in  thus 
spreading  the  cases  before  the  world,  possessing  as  they 
do  so  great  practical  importance.  We  admire  the  spirit 
and  tone  of  the  address,  and  lose  no  time  in  extend- 
ing its  circulation.] 

From  the  Boston  Traveller. 
Remarks  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  to  the   Medical  Class 
and  other  Gentlemen  on  a  Death  by  Chloroform,  ac- 
cidentally administered  in  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Hospital,  Nov.  6tli,  1852. 

The  occurrence  in  this  hospital  a  few  days  since  of 
two  unfortunate  cases,  one  of  which  proved  fatal,  ren- 
ders it  desirable  that  an  explanation  should  be  made  of 
their  course  and  cause, — I  shall  attempt  this  explana- 
tion the  more  readily,  as  it  will  afford  a  great  practical 
lesson  which  you  may  never  again  have  an  opportunity 
of  witnessing. 
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The  Hospital  was  founded  about  thirty  years  since. 
The  most  distinguished  men  of  our  community,  the 
Lowells,  Bowditches,  Quincys,  Sullivans,  Appletons, 
and  others  were  among-  those  who  devoted  their  time, 
talents,  and  property  to  the  erection  of  the  institution, 
and  who  have  continued  to  support  it  by  their  paternal 
care.  These  names  are  a  pledge  to  the  community 
that  it  lias  been  conducted  with  all  the  wisdom  human 
ingenuity  could  furnish. 

Among  the  regulations  which  they  have  thought 
judicious,  is  one  for  an  annual  election  of  Medical  Offi- 
cers. This  regulation  does  not  involve  the  necessity  of 
removal  of  all  these  officers ;  they  are  changed  only 
when  it  is  thought  necessary  or  expedient;  and  this 
necessity  does  exist  frequently  in  regard  to  the  bouse 
surgeons  or  pupils,  and  the  apothecary.  When  it  takes 
place  in  the  latter  office,  a  considerable  time  is  required 
for  the  new  incumbent  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  cus- 
toms and  practices  of  the  Institution  ;  and  it  is  obvious 
that  such  a  change,  involving  an  immense  number  of 
details,  cannot  occur  without  some  oversights  and  mis- 
takes. No  mistakes,  however,  of  any  importance  have 
come  to  our  knowledge  previous  to  those  connected  with 
the  late  accidents. 

A  number  of  operations  were  to  be  performed,  and 
the  patients  to  be  etherised.  For  this  etherisation, 
chloric  or  sulphuric  ether  is  usually  employed.  Chloro- 
form, the  popular  favorite,  is  never  used  in  this  Insti- 
tution, except  as  an  external  application  ;  but  on  this 
occasion  it  was  introduced,  from  the  fact  that  it  had 
been  poured  into  a  bottle  labelled  with  the  title,  "Con- 
centrated Chloric  Ether."  This  bottle,  then,  marked 
as  concentrated  chloric  ether,  was  placed  on  the  table 
and  employed  for  these  operations,  without  suspicion  on 
our  part  that  it  was  not  the  article  designated  by  the 
label  on  its  surface.  The  error  escaped  the  observation 
of  those  who  administered  it,  from  the  fact  that  there 
is  a  resemblance  in  the  sensible  qualities  of  the  two  ar- 
ticles. So  that  three  persons  were  etherised  with  Chlo- 
roform instead  of  chloric  ether. 

Many  of  you  will  immediately  inquire  why  we  ob- 
ject to  the  use  of  a  substance  employed  by  men  of  sci- 
ence, and  men  without  science,  all  over  the  world,  as  the 
article  best  adapted  to  produce  anaesthesia,  or  insensibil- 
ity to  pain.  The  ground  of  our  objection  to  the  use  of 
Chloroform  is  its  tendency  to  produce  dangerous  con- 
sequences in  a  certain  number  of  cases.  The  publish- 
ed fatal  cases  of  Chloroform  now  known  cannot  be  less 
than  thirty  ;  and  it  is  well  understood  that  many  have 
never  met  the  public  eye.  The  appearance  of  fatal 
cases  in  1848  led  me  to  publish  my  remarks  on  the 
"Effects  of  Chloroform  and  Strong  Chloric  Ether  as 
Narcotic  Agents."  Besides  the  Boston  edition  of  these 
remarks,  editions  were  published  in  the  Medical  Jour- 
nals of  Philadelphia  and  London,  and  by  these  various 
publications  the  dangers  of  Chloroform  were  made  suf- 
ficiently known.  Most,  if  not  all,  my  colleague  sur- 
geons in  the  hospital,  influenced  by  the  same  considera. 


tions  which  had  guided  me,  concurred  in  disapproving 
its  use.  In  the  mean  time,  sulphuric  ether  in  the  en- 
thusiasm for  Chloroform  had  been  almost  forgotten, 
and  the  question  arose,  whether  we  should  return  to  it. 
The  objections  to  its  use  were  its  pungent  odor,  its 
stimulating  power,  its  extensive  diffusibilit  v,  the  subse- 
quent dead  smell,  and  finally  its  great  disposition  to 
produce  nausea  and  headache  in  those  exposed  to  its 
influence. 

At  that  period  many  physicians  were  engaged  in 
searching  out  new  anaesthetics,  and  some  of  us  thought 
it  might  be  useful  to  unite  in  this  investigation.  An 
article  used  in  medicine  for  a  number  of  years  back, 
and  also  as  a  favorite  drink,  the  chloric  ether  of  com- 
merce attracted  our  attention.  We  made  trial  of  it, 
and  found  it  possessed  no  anaesthetic  properties.  Hav- 
ing witnessed  in  the  distillation  of  chloride  of  lime  and 
alcohol,  the  production  of  a  liquid  of  different  degrees 
of  strength,  part  of  it  being  much  more  powerful  than 
the  rest,  we  consulted  an  able  chemist,  and  found,  that 
by  a  re-distillation  of  part  of  it  with  the  addition  of 
two  parts  of  alcohol,  there  was  formed  a  beautiful 
chloric  ether,  which  we  hoped  might  be  safe,  effectual 
and  agreeable.  We  therefore  made  a  cautious  trial  of 
its  effects  on  a  patient  in  the  hospital,  whose  irritabili- 
ty was  such  as  to  prevent  an  investigation  of  his  dis- 
ease ;  the  ether  having  been  administered,  the  examina- 
tion was  immediately  effected  with  perfect  ease  and  suc- 
cess. Proceeding  with  great  care  we  gradually  exten- 
ded its  use  to  all  cases  where  Chloroform  had  been 
employed,  and  found  it  "  agreeable,  safe  and  effectual." 
Soon  after  the  subject  having  been  introduced  at  the 
meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  Bal- 
timore, I  was  called  on  to  say  what  I  knew  of  its  ef- 
fects ;  and  the  remarks  then  made  being  favorably  re- 
ceived, I  published  an  account  of  it  in  connection  with 
the  work  already  alluded  to,  recommending  it  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  Chloroform. 

Objections  were  taken  to  this  substance  on  account 
of  its  alliance  to  Chloroform,  and  articles  were  written  to 
show,  that  it  could  not  be  used  with  safety,  but  I  did 
not  think  myself  justified  in  abandoning  its  use.  Per- 
haps it  will  bethought  I  ought  to  have  replied  to  these 
objections,  but  having  already  employed  much  time 
and  labor  in  the  investigations  relating  to  this  ether, 
and  having  fairly  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the  public, 
I  could  not  consider  it  a  duty  to  go  into  a  controversy 
for  its  support.  Since  then  I  have  given  it  in  a  great 
number  of  cases,  and  no  fatal  occurrence  has  ever  fol- 
lowed the  administration. 

During  the  past  summer  two  or  three  deaths  are 
said  to  have  occurred  from  the  use  of  the  tincture  of 
Chloroform,  under  the  name  of  chloric  ether,  an 
article  different  from  the  true  chloric  ether,  as  pointed 
out  in  the  preceding  papers.  It  consists  of  a  mixture 
of  alcohol  and  Chloroform,  in  the  proportion  of  two 
to  one,  without  distillation.  The  mixture  was  adopted 
no  doubt  as  more  economical  than  the  distilled  com- 
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pound  chloric  ether, — a  fact  which  accounts  for  its  in- 
troduction and  substitution  for  the  other,  but  I  have 
never  used  it,  intentionally,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
experiments,  and  by  the  aid  of  Dr.  Hayes  I  have  ob- 
tained a  pure  distilled  compound  chloric  ether,  as  men- 
tioned above.  From  this  article,  so  far  as  I  know,  no 
fatal  cases  have  ever  occurred. 

This  ether  is  used  in  this  city,  in  Salem,  in  New- 
York,  the  South  and  West,  and  is  considered  a  beau- 
tiful and  valuable  article.  Families  who  have  employ- 
ed it  here  have  sent  from  Europe  to  obtain  it.  Chloro- 
form, as  already  stated,  notwithstanding  the  mortality 
which  has  followed  its  use,  is  more  extensively  employ- 
ed all  over  the  world  than  any  other  article,  and  this 
happens  because  it  is  more  speed}'  in  its  effects  than 
anything  else.  Sulphuric  ether,  although  there  have 
been  scarcely  any  or  very  few  authentic  accounts  of  its 
fatal  effects,  [Vide  British  and  Foreign  Medico-Chirar- 
gical  Rev.  Jan.  1852,]  is  not  known  to  be  employed  to 
any  great  extent  in  other  places  than  Boston. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  three 
cases,  in  which  Chloroform  was  accidentally  adminis- 
tered in  this  hospital  on  last  Saturday.  In  my  account, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  avoid  the  use  of  names,  as  more 
delicate  and  proper,  but  I  would  say,  that  all  who  aid- 
ed me  on  this  occasion  performed  their  duties  with  ac- 
tivity and  with  credit. 

Three  cases  presented  themselves  for  operation. 
The  first  was  on  a  contracted  hand.  The  patient  was 
etherised  with  the  supposed  chloric  ether.  In  two  or 
three  minutes  anaesthesia  being  produced,  the  operation 
was  performed  under  the  continued  administration  of 
the  same  article  during  from  five  to  ten  minutes.  The 
patient  escaped  without  any  other  inconvenience  than 
a  slight  soreness  of  the  throat — an  effect  of  the  inhala- 
tion of  Chloroform  which  I  have  myself  experienced. 

The  second  case  was  of  a  tumor  on  the  right  side 
of  the  face  in  the  region  of  the  parotid  gland,  suppos- 
ed to  lie  in  the  substance  of  this  gland.  The  atten- 
dants being  arranged  so  as  to  give  every  assistance  to 
the  patient  and  the  operator,  the  anaesthetical  liquid 
was  applied  as  usual  with  a  sponge,  and  with  the  free- 
dom employed  in  the  use  of  ether,  but  not  proper 
where  Chloroform  is  known  to  be  used.  As  soon  as 
the  application  was  made,  the  patient  began  to  struggle 
and  throw  his  limbs  about  in  so  violent  a  manner  that 
we  were  compelled  for  the  moment  to  resign  into  the 
hands  of  the  assistants..  But  being  soon  exhausted  by 
the  excessive  motion,  he  nccessarilv  inhaled  more  free- 
ly, thus  filling  his  lungs  with  the  vapor  of  Chloroform, 
and  in  three  or  four  minutes  rendering  him  insensible. 

The  operation  was  begun,  the  parotid  gland  laid 
bare,  the  tumor  found  to  lie  behind  it,  the  parotid  gland 
itself  incited,  and  a  round  regular  tumor  enclosed  in  3 
fibrous  sac  was  brought  into  view.  At  this  moment 
those  appointed  to  watch  the  patient  gave  a  signal  that 
the  pulse  was  failing  and  respiration  scarcely  percepti- 
ble. Immediately  cold  water  was  dashed  on  his  face, 
and  this  not  reviving  him,  motions  of  the  chest  (in  imi- 


I  tation  of  respiration)  by  moving  the  ribs  up  and  down, 
\  blowing  of  air  into  his  face,  and  afterwards  into  one 
nostril,  stopping  the  other,  (pressing  back  the  larynx  so 
as  to  prevent  the  air  from  going  into  the  stomach,)  fric- 
tions of  the  limbs,  clearing  the  mouth  of  saliva  and 
froth,  and  removing  the  mucus  from  the  throat  by  the 
finger  were  resorted  to.  At  this  period  1  called  for 
ammonia.  During  the  past  year  I  have  been  in  the 
habit,  when  a  patient  was  to  be  etherised,  to  direct  a 
bottle  of  ammoniated  alcohol  to  be  placed  on  the  table. 

This  substance  is  a  powerful  stimulant,  and  has  been 
employed  from  an  ancient  period  to  revive  persons  af- 
fected with  many  of  the  forms  of  suffocation,  or  as- 
phyxia, and  also  for  fainting.    Its  object  is  not  to  ox- 
ygenate the  blood,  which  it  cannot  do,  but  to  give  a 
spur  to  the  nervous  system,  and  put  in  motion  the  dor- 
mant vital  energy,  for  which  purpose  it  is  superior  to 
any  other  stimulant.    This  is  not  the  strongest  prepa- 
ration, but  there  was  brought  by  mistake,  and  without 
my  being  aware  of  the  fact,  a  bottle  of  aqua  ammonia;, 
which  is  three  times  stronger  than  that  above  named. 
!  It  has  the  same  color,  and  also  the  same  odor,  though 
I  the  latter  in  a  greater  degree,  with  the  ammoniated  al- 
I  cohol.    The  difference,  however,  would  not  be  detected 
I  in  a  case  of  urgency,  where  a  few  seconds  lost  might 
'  be  fatal  to  the  patient.    This  article,  then,  was  applied 
I  on  a  sponge  to  the  nostrils,  and  not  producing  any  ef- 
I  feet,  a  small  portion  was  insinuated  into  the  mouth.  At 
j  this  moment  some  faint  appearance  of  respiration  was 
exhibited,  and  by  the  continued  efforts  of  artificial  res- 
piration and  frictions,  the  pulse  returned,  the  patient 
began  to  breathe  freely,  and  in  from  five  to  ten  minutes 
more  he  seemed  quite  out  of  danger.   The  operation 
was  then  concluded,  and  the  patient  carried  to  his  bed. 

After  lying  a  few  hours  he  recovered  his  usual  state 
of  health,  at  least  so  far  as  to  speak  and  drink  without 
difficulty  ;  he  was,  however,  much  troubled  with  a  secre-  * 
tionof  mucus  from  the  lungs  ;  and  a  cough  necessary  to 
extricate  it.  He  had  also  soreness  of  the  throat  in  swal- 
lowing. The  latter  symptom  has  at  this  time  disappear- 
ed,but  the  cough  and  expectoration  continue.  The  patient 
wishes  to  leave  the  hospital  this  afternoon,  but  I  shall 
previous]}'  take  occasion  to  call  him  into  your  presence. 

The  third  case  is  the  most  important.  It  was  that 
of  a  young  man,  about  twenty  years  old,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  who  had  his  arm  entangled  in  the  machinery 
of  a  bark-mill  about  five  days  before.  The  muscles  and 
other  organs  were  torn  from  the  fore  part  of  the  arm, 
and  some  loss  of  blood  took  place.  On  his  entrance  to 
the  hospital,  the  hand  was  found  cold  and  without 
sensation,  showing  that  the  nerves  had  been  destroyed, 
and  that  the  arm  could  not  be  restored. — Amputation 
was  proposed  to  him,  but  he  rejected  it,  and  notwith- 
standing the  danger  of  mortification  and  lockjaw,  and 
the  ultimate  uselessness  of  the  limb  were  pointed  out 
to  him,  he  insisted  he  would  die  with  his  arm  on. 

On  Saturday,  partial  mortification  having  taken 
place  in  the  meantime,  rendering  the  arm  excessively 
painful  and  foetid,  and  being  convinced  that  he  could 
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never  recover  the  use  of  it,  even  if  he  lived,  he  consent- 
ed to  have  it  amputated.  The  surgeons  and  assistants 
took  their  places  around  him,  as  in  the  last  case,  while 
I  myself  watched  his  pulse.  Etherization  was  careful- 
ly made  ;  immediately  on  the  application  of  the  anaes- 
thetic fluid  he  became  perfectly  quiet ;  the  operation 
proceeded,  and  was  accomplished  in  about  two  minutes. 
Just  as  it  was  finished  I  perceived  his  pulse  was  rapid- 
ly failing.  Word  was  given  to  suspend  the  dressing, 
and  dash  water  on  his  face,  which  was  immediately 
done.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  respiration  and  pulse 
went  on  diminishing,  and  soon  ceased.  He  was,  to  all 
appearance,  entirely  dead.  Artificial  respiration  was 
directly  produced  by  moving  the  ribs ;  the  limbs  were 
rubbed,  ammonia  was  momentarily  applied  to  the  nos- 
trills  and  mouth,  and  when  these  things  failed,  ammonia 
was  introduced  into  the  mouth,  as  in  the  other  case. 

Soon  after  this,  to  our  great  joy,  a  slight  inspiration 
followed,  and  the  efforts  being  continued,  his  respiration 
improved,  though  he  breathed  with  difficulty,  owing  to 
the  quantity  of  mucus  in  the  lungs.  By  great  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  standing  around,  in  lifting 
and  turning  him  on  his  side,  so  as  to  drain  out  the  mu- 
cus from  his  lungs,  and  by  frequently  sponging  the  back 
part  of  his  mouth,  he  was  from  time  to  time  relieved. 
At  last,  passing  an  empty  spoon  into  his  mouth,  and 
pouring  some  brandy  and  water  from  another  into  it, 
he  was  made  to  swallow  fully.  A  stimulating  injection 
into  the  bowels  was  also  administered. 

After  aiding  in  clearing  his  lungs  for  some  length  of 
time,  it  was  thought  he  might  be  removed  to  his  bed; 
there  a  little  brandy  and  water  was  given  occasionally, 
which  he  swallowed  readily.  He  also  spoke  and  an- 
swered all  questions  proposed  to  him  until  the  last  mo- 
ment, showing  that  the  organ  of  voice  was  not  injured. 
When  asked  if  he  suffered,  he  said,  yes,  and  placed  his 
hand  on  the  region  of  the  heart.  Mucus  continued  to 
fill  his  throat.  There  was  no  obstruction  in  the  opening  of 
the  larynx,  for  mucus  issued  from  it  in  a  copious  stream, 
showing  that  his  whole  lungs  were  affected.  Having 
remained  with  him  untill  the  pulse  had  become  pretty 
good,  and  the  respiration  apparently  better,  we  adjourn- 
ed, to  meet  again  in  an  hour  and  ft  half.  Placing  at  the 
same  time  the  house  surgeon  at  his  side,  with  instruc- 
tions to  keep  his  throat  clear  of  mucus,  and  support  him 
by  stimulants,  with  the  strongest  injunctions  not  to 
leave  him  till  our  return. 

Shortly  before  the  time  fixed  for  the  return  of  the 
surgeon?.,  which  was  half-past  three  o'clock,  the  house 
surgeon  perceiving  the  pulse  to  suddenly  fail,  and  that 
his  breathing  was  more  hurried,  uncovered  the  stump 
to  see  if  it  was  bleeding,  and  found  some  effusion 
of  venous  blood,  probably  produced  by  the  lique- 
faction of  blood  from  chloroform  poison.  He  then 
cleared  the  mouth  of  mucus,  which  he  had  hardly  com- 
pleted when  the  patient  breathed  his  last  without  any 
effort  or  convulsion.  Soon  after  an  opening  was  made 
n  the  trachea,  and  air  blown  into  the  lungs,  for  the  pur- 


pose of  inflation,  but  without  effect.  A  proposal  had 
been  made  to  do  this  during  life,  but  was  objected  to, 
because  air  had  already  been  thrown  into  the  lungs 
through  the  nostril,  because  there  was  no  obstruction 
in  the  larynx,  because  blood  might  escape  through  the 
aperture  into  the  trachea,  and  combine  with  congestion 
and  mucus  in  the  lungs  to  increase  the  difficulty. 

On  the  following  morning  an  examination  of  the  body 
was  proposed,  but  his  friends  arriving,  objected,  and  al- 
though we  urged  the  importance  of  ascertaining  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  death,  they  continued  to  object  decidedly. 


Surgery. 

Since  our  last  issue,  Professor  Carnochan  has  ope- 
rated for  inguinal  aneurism,  by  tying  the  external  iliac 
artery ; — for  traumatic  hemorrhage,  by  tying  the  bra- 
chial artery ; — and  has  amputated  the  thigh  in  three 
cases,  having  thus  had  five  capital  operations  in  a  month. 

Medical  Books. 

We  refer  our  readers  to  the  advertisement  of  our 
friend,  Mr.  lioorbach,  at  whose  store  on  Vesey-street, 
next  door  to  the  Astor  House,  all  the  latest  publications 
may  be  had  at  the  publishers'  prices.  Correspondents 
who  frequently  write  us  to  inquire  after  medical  works, 
both  foreign  and  domestic,  will  please  address  him  di- 
rectly, by  mail,  as  he  has  in  store  the  largest  stock  of 
medical  books  in  the  city,  and  is  every  way  reliable.  By 
the  new  Post  Office  law,  great  facilities  are  extended 
to  the  transmission  of  books,  through  the  Post  Office, 
to  any  part  of  the  country. 


The  Remedial  Powers  of  the  Sulphate  of  Quinine. 

Mr.  Editor. — As  my  name  has  been  frequently 
used  by  book  and  essay  writers,  in  regard  to  the  effica- 
cy of  the  Sulphate  of  Quinine  as  a  remedy,  and  as  the 
very  best  remedy  for  all  forms  of  periodical  fever,  and 
as  the  notice  of  my  views  has  sometimes  been  of  a  na- 
ture calculated  to  create  doubt  in  the  medical  mind 
touching  this  grand  problem  in  practical  medicine,  I  de- 
sire to  bear  a  brief  testimony  now,  in  advanee  of  my 
work  on  the  Fevers  of  America,  which  I  hope  to  lay  be- 
fore the  profession  ere  long. 

One  gentleman,  of  some  distinction,  has  affirmed  in 
a  work  of  considerable  notoriety,  that  my  opinions  touch- 
ing the  Sulphate  of  Quinine  are  untenable.  But  it  is 
just  as  notorious  that  the  author  referred  to  is  not  a 
practical  physician,  as  that  Chestnut  street  is  not  north, 
but  south  of  Market  street,  in  Philadelphia.  This  fact, 
which  is  not  meant  at  all  to  disparage  the  gentleman's 
amiable  qualities,  as  a  gentleman,  will  never  be  contro- 
verted by  any  sane  man  in  the  city  of  brotherly  love. 
I  may  add  here,  that  the  most  doubtful  of  all  the  de- 
tails given  in  my  Therapeutics  on  this  point,  were  ori- 
ginally furnished  by  his  pen  ;  and  hesitation  was  felt  in 
respect  of  quoting  the  testimony  of  one  who  was  known 
to  be  a  professor  only,  and  not  a  practical  physician, 
And  further  as  to  this  writer's  position  as  authority,  let 
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me  say,  that  another  author,  who  acquired  much  of  \ 
his  fame  in  the  West,  and  who  is  now  regarded  by  j 
very  many  as  one  of  our  best  standard  writers,  de-  j 
clared  over  the  initials  E.  B.  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences,  that  there  was  just  as  much  need  of 
a  good  book  on  Therapeutics  after  the  issue  of  a  work 
on  that  topic  (by  the  gentleman  who  says  my  views  on  j 
the  Sulphate  of  Quinine  are  untenable,)  as  there  was  j 
before  he  began  to  waste  his  ink  on  such  an  effort. 

The  undersigned  has  long  been  a  silent  observer,  be- 
cause he  was  engaged  in  accumulating  the  experience 
of  practical  men,  excepting  so  far  as  his  public  duties  I 
called  him  to  the  work  of  announcing  what  he  believed  : 
to  be  truth  in  the  premises.    In  nine  courses  of  lectures  | 
on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  he  bore  testi- 
mony  to  the  doctrines  advanced  in  former  years,  touch- 
ing the  value  of  the  Sampson  of  the  Materia  Medica. 
These  lectures  were  given  in  Philadelphia,  as  publicly 
as  the  teachings  of  the  older  schools,  and  there  was  no 
disguise  in  the  maintenance  of  the  grand  position,  that 
the  Sulphate  is  the  remedy  for  all  fevers  that  develope 
periodicity,  and  very  probably  for  most  diseases  mark- 
ed by  the  same  feature. 

In  his  Philadelphia  lectures,  the  undersigned  advo- 
cated also  the  abortive  treatment  of  grave  fevers,  by 
large  doses  of  the  salt  of  quinine,  on  the  authority  of 
Dr.  Fenner  of  New  Orleans  and  others  who  had  expe- 
rienced  the  efficacy  of  this  plan  of  treatment.    He  re- 
gards  it  as  utterly  unworthy  the  profession,  north  or  ! 
south,  to  reject  a  practice  declared  to  be  successful, 
simply  because  of  its  novel  character.    We  say  novel,  ! 
and  yet  there  are  facts  on  record  which  might  teach  j 
that  a  like  practice  had  some  repute  many  years  ago, 
when  large  doses  of  the  Peruvian  bark  accomplished 
precisely  the  same  results,  when  given  in  the  first  day 
of  seizure.    That  Dr.  Fenner  was  right  in  affirming  that 
the  Sulphate  of  Quinine  had  not  had  a  fair  trial  in  what 
is  called  Typhoid  fever,  by  the  very  gentlemen  who  have 
repudiated  its  use  in  that  form  of  disease,  I  have  not  a 
doubt.    Thus  I  have  taught,  and  so  it  is  my  purpose  j 
to  teach,  until  abundant  evidence  shall  appear  to  invali-  ! 
date  the  position. 

It  has  become  so  common  in  the  profession,  to  at-  | 
tempt  to  nullify  the  positive  statements  of  respectable  [ 
physicians  touching  the  use  of  remedial  agents,  that  a  j 
rebuke  cannot  now  be  unseasonable.  By  what  rule  of 
ethics  A  has  the  assumed  right  of  taking  it  for  granted 
that  B  has  mistaken  his  cases,  and  that  of  course  his  re- 
portecT  success  is  apochryphal,  I  cannot  divine.  Has 
not  B  just  the  same  right,  and  if  both  A  and  B  may  do 
thus,  who  will  venture  to  preclude  the  entire  alphabet 
from  pursuing  the  very  same  course?  Let  this  dogma 
be  reduced  to  an  axiom,  and  the  profession  will  exhibit 
a  Babel,  compared  with  which  that  of  the  Old  Testa- 
'  ment  woidd  hardly  merit  the  name.  And  yet,  if  a  phy- 
sician, regularly  educated  and  of  acknowledged  capacity, 
after  long  and  large  experience  in  the  use  of  a  remedy, 
proclaim  his  success  in  decided  terms,  some  one  whose 


practical  tact  has  never  been  developed  out  of  the  attic 
or  other  private  office,  boldly  asserts  that  the  rcau  was 
utterly  mistaken;  that  his  cases  were  not  of  the  nature 
stated  in  his  publication,  but  of  just  such  a  quality  as 
the  critic  chooses  to  select,  in  order  to  favor  his  own 
views  of  pathology.  I  think  I  have  seen  enough,  and 
read  enough,  and  observed  enough,  to  be  thoroughly 
satisfied,  that  most  honest  reports  have  been  and  may 
be  made,  of  success  and  failure  of  the  same  remedies  in 
the  same  diseases,  (nosologicalbj  considered,)  from  the 
pens  of  different  physicians.  These  apparently  contra- 
dictory statements  are  easily  explained  by  reference  to 
the  well  known  truth,  that  diseases,  and  especially  fe- 
vers are  constantly  modified,  and  so  changed,  by  a 
variety  of  contingencies  that  need  not  be  noticed  here, 
as  to  warrant  the  confident  belief,  that  the  statements, 
however  opposing,  are  really  true.  It  demands  a  vast 
deal  of  hardihood  to  affirm,  even  now,  that  as  genuine 
yellow  fever  as  ever  man  has  seen,  has  not  been  cut 
short,  times  without  number,  by  the  early  use  of  the 
lancet.  Yet  it  is  equally  undeniable,  that  this  same 
remedy  has  been  followed  by  fatal  results  in  very  many 
instances.  That  both  positions  may  be  true,  is  suscep- 
tible of  demonstration,  as  certainly  as  any  other  pro- 
blem in  practical  medicine  ;  and  the  same  principle  ap- 
plies with  equal  force  to  the  remedial  powers  of  the 
salts  of  quinine.  Very  respectfully, 

Thos.  D.  Mitchell. 

Louisville,  Ky.  Nov.  1852. 


From  the  Cincinnatti  Gazette. 

Death  of  Dr.  Drake. 

In  Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  Cincinnatti  has  lost  one  of 
its  oldest  pioneers — an  eminent  citizen — a  most  distin- 
guished physician — a  man  of  science  and  a  consistent 
Christian.  Such  a  loss  has  no  reparation,  but  in  the 
hope  that,  guided  and  enlightened  by  such  an  example, 
another  generation  may  raise  up  others  like  him.  For 
ourselves,  we  can  only  lament  the  star  that  is  set,  on 
this  hemisphere,  to  rise  no  more.' 

In  the  brevity  of  these  few  lines  there  is  only  room 
to  record  some  of  the  epochs  in  his  life,  some  dates  in 
his  great  public  services,  and  note  something  of  his  pe 
culiar  character. 

Dr.  Drake  was  born  in  1785,  in  New-Jersey,  whence 
his  father  moved  to  Kentucky.  It  was  in  Mason  Coun- 
ty, Ky.  in  the.  pioneer  society,  and  in  rural  scenes,  to 
which,  in  after  life,  he  often  referred,  that  he  received 
his  early  impressions  of  men  and  Nature.  Of  both  he 
was  ever  after  an  ardent  student.  With  man,  both  so- 
cial and  physical — with  Nature,  both  scientific  and  pic- 
turesque— all  his  pursuits  and  tastes  led  him  to  a  fami- 
liar knowledge.  Willi  a  peculiar  aptitude  for  such 
tastes  and  pursuits,  formed  amid  the  scenery  of  woods 
and  fields,  and  in  the  simplicity  of  primitive  society,  it 
was  but  natural  that  he  should  turn  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  medicine — that  science  which,  more  than  any 
other,  led  to  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  objects 
and  subjects  upon  which  his  mind  dwelt.  Accordingly, 
he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Goforth, 
of  Cincinnatti,  in  his  \6t\\  year,  U;00.  He  was,  there- 
fore, at  his  death,  a  physician  half  a  century  in  jiractice, 
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and  though  occasionally*  absent,  both  as  teacher  and  tra- 
veller never  in  that  time,  lost  his  citizenship  in  Cineinnatti. 

In  constitution  active,  energetic  and  sanguine,  he 
early  became  imbued  with  that,  best  form  of  ambition, 
the  ambition  of  being  a  public  benefactor  in  the  walks 
of  Science,  Letters,  Utility  and  Benevolence.  It  is  in 
vain  here  to  attempt  even  an  outline  of  his  brilliant  ser- 
vices in  that  career.  Many  of  them  have  left  an  endur- 
ing impress  on  society,  and  become  monuments  to  the 
reality  of  his  benefactions,  even  when  unremembered 
by  those  who  profit  by  the  results. 

While  a  very  young  man,  he  became  one  of  the  ac- 
tive founders  of  several  scientific  and  benevolent  Socie- 
ties, whose  object  were  the  cultivation  of  Science  and 
the  public  good.  Before  these,  he  often  delivered  lec- 
tures, or  essays,  on  topics  of  Natural  History,  Medicine, 
or  Social  Action.  One  of  these  was  published  in  the 
form  of  "Sketches  of  Cineinnatti,"  which  soon  after  be- 
came the  foundation  of  a  more  elaborate  work,  entitled, 
"Picture  of  Cineinnatti,"  including  a  Natural  and  Sta- 
tistical view  of  the  Miami  Country,  published  in  1815. 
This  made  him  known  both  in  Europe  and  America, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  things  which  drew  the  attention 
of  the  public  to  this  town  and  section  of  the  country. 

So  full  of  research  and  so  accurate  was  this  natural 
history  of  the  Miami  Country,  and  of  the  locality  of  Cin- 
einnatti, that  nothing  substantial  has  been  added  to  the 
account  since.  The  "discourse"  delivered  before  the 
Medical  Society  last  winter,  was  his  own  proper  sequel 
to  that  work,  filled  with  reminiscences  of  our  early  pro- 
gress and  society. 

The  Medical  College  of  Ohio  is  the  next  monument 
to  his  labors.  The  charter  of  that  institution  was  passed 
January,  1819,  and  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  on 
his  own  personal  application.  During  many  years  sub- 
sequent he  was  one  of  its  professors.  Dining  his  whole 
after  life  it  occupied  his  thoughts  and  his  cares  ;  and  in 
its  cause,  by  "over-tasking  an  ever  active  brain,  he  at  last 
died. 

Separated  for  a  time  from  that,  by  changes  incident 
to  medical  politics,  he  became  a  Professor  in  the  Lex- 
ington School,  in  the  period  of  its  greatest  prosperity; 
and  in  recent  years,  in  the  Louisville  School,  which  ra- 
pidly rose  to  unprecedented  success. 

In  the  meantime,  ^830-7,  he  was  the  founder  of  a 
new  Medical  School  in  Cineinnatti,  attached  to  Cin- 
einnatti College.  This  school  flourished  in  the  brief  pe- 
riod of  its  existence,  but  was  given  up  for  the  want  of 
an  endowment.  It  was  at  about  the  same  period  that 
Dr.  Drake,  in  the  same  public  spirit  which  ever  animat- 
ed him,  became  one  of  the  earliest  promoters  of  our 
railway  system. 

He  was  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the.  first,  to  propose 
the  great  Southern  Line  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  He  was 
one  of  the  active  delegates  to  the  Knoxville  Convention, 
■where  was  commenced  the  first  efforts  for  the  Railway 
line*  (soon  to  be  completed)  between  the  Ohio  valley 
and  the  Southern  Atfmtic.  For  the  last  six  or  seven 
years  his  hours  of  unprofessional  service  have  been  de- 
voted ardently  and  intently  to  his  last  great  work  on  the 
Diseases  and  Climatology  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 
One  volume  of  this,  occupying  near  a  thousand  pages, 
has  already  been  published,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration 
of  its  merits  to  say,  that  it  stands,  so  far,  the  greatest 
work  of  American  science.  It  is  so  appreciated  abroad 
and  will' be  at  home.  It  was  in  the  attempt  to  finish 
this  work — the  only  remaining  ambition  of  his  life — now- 


left,  like  many  a  creation  of  human  hopes,  a  broken 
structure — that  he  fell  in  the  harness,  and  died  on  the 
Battle-field  of  Life. 

From  his  domestic  life  we  lift  onlv  enough  of  the 
veil  to  disclose  the  strength  of  affection  and  friendship, 
which  all  who  knew  loved  and  valued  above  all  public 
fame.  It  wearied  in  no  labor  of  love — failed  in  no  hour 
of  adversity,  nor  paled  before  any  other  light. 

In  1806,  he  married  Harriet  Sisson,  a  niece  of  Gen. 
Mansfield,  then  a  resident  of  Ohio.  With  her  he  lived 
near  twenty  years,  with  a  conjugal  devotion  which 
seemed  equal  to  that  pictured  in  romance,  and  from 
her  death  lived  a  widower,  ever  sorrowing  over  her 
memory. 

Three  of  his  children,  now  with  families,  were  his 
constant  care  and  his  ever-present  thought ;  with  his 
two  daughters  he  lived  at  his  death,  and  as  he  bade 
the  world  farewell,  bade  them  not  sorrow  over  him  ; 
for  long  since  he  had  surrendered  himself  to  his  and 
their  Redeemer. 

Here  we  finish  this  brief  tribute  to  friendship  and 
worth — less  than  we  would— more  than  he  needs;  for 
henceforth — 

"Entertain  him  all  the  saints  above, 
j         In  solemn  troops  and  sweet  societies, 

That  sing,  and  singing,  in  their  glory  move. 


Several  editorial  articles,  intended  for  this 
-  number,  including  two  pages  of  advertisements, 
notices  of  new  books,  kc.  have  been  crowded  out. 
All  will  appear  in  our  next. 

SURGICAL  ZR2PRQVEIVIEIXrT. 

REWARDED  BY  THE  MEDAL  OF  THE  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE. 

DR.  B.  WELCH'S  Sunreons'  Splints  and  Improved  Apparatus  for 
Fractures,  &c,  manufactured  at  Lakeville,  (Salisbury.)  Connecticut. 
"Letters  Patent"  granted  for  Splints,  XL  S„  September,  1850.  These  In- 
struments will  be  sold  at  the  following  prices,  viz  :— 

1.  Arm  and  Forearm  Splints,  consisting  of  2  shoulder 

Splints,  each      .   $00  75  SI  50 

6  Arm  do                                                    .  00  25  1  SO 

3  Pair  Forearm  do   00  75  2  25 

2  Pair  Ulnar  do.    00  75  1  50 

1  Set'Elbow  Joint  Fixtures   1  25 

'  The  Set,  !   $8  00 

2.  Thiuhand  Leg: 

.1  Simile  Extension  Splint  for  thigh,  and  Double 
Inclined  Plane  for  leg  and  thigh,  with  flexible 
Splints,  different  sizes,  ....  17  00 

The  set,  1  and  2,  for  arm,  thigh,  and  leg,         .  625  00 

3.  Double-jointed  Extension  Apparatus  for  the  thigh, 

in  either  the  flexed  or  extended  position,  with 

flexible  Splints,   28-00 

Jointed  Apuaratus  and  flexible  side  Splints  for 

the  Leg,  do   12  00  '  

Together,  K      .      .  $30  00 

4.  Three  Pairs  longitudinal  Half-Boots, 

No.  1.  Each  P.plint,  1 50 

2.         do      ..      -      t      ...  200 

.    .  Ban-     do,     .      .....      .    ....      .  250   

The  set,  3  pairs,       .....  12  00 

The  set,  1,  3,  and  4,  lor  arm,  thigh,  and  leg,      .  ,  $o0  00 

Orders  accompanied  by  cash  or  a  certificate  of  deposit  or  other  evidence 
of  credit  at  a  bank,  directed  as  above,  will  be  immediately  supplied  by  Ex- 
press, or  either  the  Housatonic  or  Harlem  Railroad.  When  sets  or  Splints 
to  the  amount  of  S25  or  more  are  ordered!  Express  or  freight  charges,  not 
exceeding  10  per  cent  of  the  amount,  will  be  prepaid. 


MEDICAL  BOQSS. 

The  subscriber  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  supply  of  all  (ho 
best  Medical  Books,  embracing  the  latest  Editions,  which  he  oners 
to  the  Medical  profession  and  to  Students  at  the  lowest  prices. 
Catalogues  can  he  had  gratis,  on  application. 

O.  A.  ROORBACII,  B2  Vesey-street, 

Next  door  to  the  Astor  House. ' 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


KIERSTED'S 
BREAST  OINTMENT. 

Tile  attention  of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists,  and  venders  of  Medicine, 
throughout  the  United  States,  is  particularly  called  to  the  above  named 

invaluable  article, 

PREPARED  FROM  THE 

A  remedy  which  has  been  in  general  use  for  a  great  many  years  in  the 
city  of  New- York,  and  has  also  been  thoroughly  tested  by  many  eminent 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  who  have  used  it  in  their  practice  for 
several  years,  receiving  their  approval  and  recommendation. 

It  has  been  found  unequalled  by  any  other  application  for  the  cure  of 

AGUE  m  THE  BREAST,  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK, 
OR  TUMORS  FROM  ANY  OTHER  CAUSE,  FOR 
FRESH  WOUNDS,  OLD  FEVER  OR  OTHER 
OLD  SORES  OR  ULCERS,  FOR  BURNS, 
SCALDS,    BOILS,  ABSCESS,  DRESSING  OF  BLISTERS, 
&c.  &c. 

It  has  likewise  been  found  highly  beneficial  in  all  other  cases,  where  the 
use  of  an  Ointment  possessing  DISCL'TIENT  and  SUPPURATIVE  pro- 
perties is  indicated.  It  possesses  a  decided  advantage  over  ordinary 
Ointments,  as  it  is  at  all  seasons  of  the  same  consistence;  and  the  dressing 
is  not  required  to  be  renewed  oftener,  in  ordinary  cases,  than  once  in  five 

It  has  been  applied  to  all 

DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST, 

INCIDENT  TO  THE  PERIOD  OF  NURSING, 
not  without,  as  is  confidently  believed,  when  persevered  in,  effecting 
A  PERFECT  CURE  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE;  receiving  the  warm  enco- 
miums both  of  physician  and  patient. 

A3  A  DISCUTIENT, 
It  docs  not  fail  to  scatter  the  Tumor  arising  from  CAKING  OF  THE  MILK 
or  other  cause,  unless  suppuration  has  commenced;  and  also  in  allaying, 
in  all  cases,  Inflammation. 

A3  A  SUPPURATIVE, 
It  speedily  promotes  the  formation  of  pus,  and  (superseding  the  use  of 
Poultices,  and  almost  always  that  of  the  Lancet,  from  its  superior  Thera- 
peutic properties,  soon  dischargee  the  matter  and  perfects  a  cure. 

In  its  application  to  OLD  SORES  and  ULCERS,  it  very  speedily 
cleanses,  and  gradually  and  effectually  heals  them. 

Numerous  instances  have  occurred  of  its  effecting  a  perfect  cure  in 
cases  of  Old  and  very  beamed  SORES,  when  AMPUTATION  WAS 
DEEMED  ALMOST  INDISPENSABLE. 

The  Proprietor,  believing  it  to  be  truly  a  superior  article  for  the  above- 
mentioned  complaints,  and  being  desirous  of  giving  it  a  more  general  cir- 
culation, will  send  to  such  Physicians  who  may  be  inclined  to  test  its 
properties,  a  sample  of  the  article,  with  directions  for  its  use ;  and  to 
such  Apothecaries  and  others,  who  may  wish  to  keep  the  article  for  sale, 
it  will  be  furnished  at  wholesale  prices,  and  sent  to  them  through  such 
Wholesale  Druggists  here  as  they  may  designate,  or  directly  to  their 
address. 

PItEPARED  ONLY  BY 

AND  SOLD  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  AT  HIS 
Drug,  Chemical,  and  Family  Medicine  Store,  No.  532  Broadteay, 
(cor.  of  Sj/ring-street,  New-York.) 

COLLAMOKE  IIOrSE. 

*,*  It  Is  also  for  sale  at  several  of  the  principal  Drug  Stores  in  the  city 
of  New-York  ;  and  at  present  by  the  following  Druggists,  viz  : 

JAMF.S  W.  SMITH,  cor.  Court-st.  and  Montague  Place. 
RADCLIFF,  BROTHERS,  1C9  Atlantic,  cor.  Clinton-st.  Brooklyn. 
ROSWELL  VAN  BUSKICK,  cor.  Market  and  Broad-st.  Newark,  N  J 
/    R.  D.  COVERT.  Mcrristoicn,  «  J. 

C.  S.  CLAY,  Kingston.  Ulster  County,  N.  Y. 
H.  G.  FOWLER  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
WILLIAM  B.  HAlPHT.  Swmfo'd.  Ct.  and 
S.  SAWYER,  m  L*  to-M  Chicago,  10. 


A.  B.  80    D.  SANDS, 

WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS, 

No.  141  WILLIAM- STREET,  CORNER  OF  FULTON,  NEW-YORK. 
Offer  for  sale  for  C:ish,  or  an  approved  Credit,  at  the  Lowest  Market  Prices 
a  large  and  well-selected  assortment  of  East  India.  Mediterranean,  uni 
European  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES,  French,  English  and  American  Che- 
micals of  all  kinds. 

LOW'S  Genuine  Brown  WINDSOR  and  HONEY  SOAPS,  Perfumery 
Fancy  Articles.  Fancy  Soaps,  Brushes,  Extracts,  Bronzes, Trusses,  Leeches 
Paints  and  Oils,  Dye  Stuffs,  Druggists'  Labels,  Window  Glass,  Surgical 
Instruments,  Druggists'  Glass  Wore.  Hatters'  Goods,  Shakers'  Herbs  and 

"IlSHlE  C0B-I.IYEE  OIL, 

together  with  every  Article  comprising  the  Stock  of  a  Druggist  or  a  Physician 

DR.  Mc^UNN  S 

EIXIR  OF  0PM, 

This  is  the  Pure  and  Essential  Extract  from  the  ISative  Dru 

It  contains  all  the  valuable  medicinal  properties  of  Opium  in  natural  rem- 
liinntion.  to  the  exclusion  of  all  its  imxioua.  deleterious  and  useless  principles 
upon  which  its  had  effects  depend.    It  possesses  all  the  sedativ  e,  anudyue 
aiid  anti-spasmodic  powers. pi  Opium, 
To  produce  sleep  and  composure  ; 

To  relieve  pain  and  irritation,  nervous  excitement  and  morbid  irrita- 
bility of  body  and  mind; 

To  allay  convulsive  and  spasmodic  action,  Ice  Ice. 
And  being  purified  from  all  the  noxious  and  deleterious  elements,  lis  opera, 
tion  is  attended  by 

No  sickness  of  the  stomnrh.  no  vomiting,  no  headache. 

Nor  any  drravgtmtnl  of  the  constitution  or  "cntral  health. 

Hence  its  high  superiority  over  Laudanum,  Paregoric.  Black  Drop,  De- 
narcotized  Laudanum,  and  every  oiherOpiate  preparation. 

The  Elixir  of  Opium  is  also  greatly  superior  to  Morphine. 

1.  In  its  containing  all  the  active  medicinal  virtues  of  Opium  in  native 
combinaiion,  ami  in  its  heing  its  full  representative,  while  Morphine,  being 
only  one  of  its  principles,  ciiiinot  alone,  and  that  in  an  artificial  stale  of 
combination  too.  produce  all  the  tlturasaerisiic  effects  of  so  triumphant  a 
remedy,  when  four  or  five  of  its  oilier  valuable  principles  are  excluded. 

3.  In  its  effects,  ihe  Elixir  is  moreclini  ai  lei  i*tic,  permanent  and  uniform 
than  uny  of  the  artificial  compounds  of  Mori  hme. 

a".  And  98  a  Preparation,  it  is  not  liable  10  ilecomposc  ordeteriorntc  like 
the  Solutions  of  Morphine;  and  thus i> obviated  a  serious  objection,  which 
has  prevented  the  Inner  from  beins  used  with  precision  and  effect. 

To  speak  summarily,  the  Elixir  of  Opium,  OS  a  remedy,  may  he 
adopted  in  all  cases  in  which  Opium  or  its  preparations  are  administered, 
with  the  certainly  M  .ditainiug  all  their  talumry  and  h.ippy  effects,  without 
being  followed  by  their  distressing  and  pernicious  consequences. 

The  follow i ne  testimonial,  recen tly  leceivcd,  embraces  Severn  1  interesting 
and  very  important  farts  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  Elixir  of 
Opium;  and  it  is  believed  the  views  expressed  by  Dr. Webb  will  accord 
with  the  experience  of  every  Physician  who  may  adopt  the  use  of  ilus  truly 
valuable  remedial  agent  in  his  practice: 

Messts.  A.  B.  &  D.  Sands,  Hempstead,  L.I. ,  July  7, 18  in. 

Gentlemen, — I  regret  that  urgent  and  unavoidable  engagements  have 
prevented  me  from  answering  yours  before,  requesting  my  opinion  of 
McMunn's  Elixir  of  Opium,  or  any  facts  wiih  respect  to  its  Operation  iu 
my  practice.  1  have  frequently  witnessed  its  effects  in  cases  which  resisted 
every  other  remedy  ;  and  I  might  cite  a  number  of  instances  in  which  it 
seen!  cd  to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  most  dangerous  symptoms  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  in  vain.  I  have  been  In  the  habit  of  using  it  more 
or  less  in  my  practice,  ever  since  it  was  first  presented  to  puhlic  use,  and  I 
know  of  no  substitute  for  it  in  all  those  cases  111  which  it  is  desirable  to  allay 
nervous  irritability,  either  as  an  anodyne  or  soporific,  without  producing  nil 
the  unpleasant  consequences  ineiUeiilto  the  narcotic  property  of  Opium.  A 
case  occurred  recently,  hi  which  the  use  of  Morphine  Ran  followed  hy  a 
slate  resembling  catalepsy.  The  patient  remained  ihtenslhle  for  five  bonis 
after  taking  a  moderate  ilose.wilh  a  complete  suspension  of  sensorial  power 
or  volition,  without  my  discovering  the  causes;  hut  as  the  effects  of  the 
Morphine  subsided,  the  pains  for  which  it  was  given  returned  whh  such 
severity  that  tho  dose  was  repented,  and  the  same  results  followed.  1  substi- 
tuted the  Elixir,  and  she  was  petfbetij  free  from  all  unpleasant  results  after- 
wards,  aud  completely  relieved. 

Another  case,  in  which  every  other  form  of  Opium  had  been  tried  before 
I  was  called,  was  relieved  by  Mc.IIi'nn's  Et.ixtn.    The  patient  xvns  a  lady 

who  had  been  vomiting  incessnnily  fur  two  or  three  days.    She  caul  rd 

me  not  to  prescribe  any  preparation  of  Opium,  insisting  that  ii  would 
make  her  worse.  I  ventured,  however,  to  try  it  without  her  knowledge,  and 
she  was  at  once  relieved,  falling  into  a  delightful  slumber,  w  ithoni  feeling 
any  other  than  than  the  desired  effect,  so  that  as  an  anti-emetic  it  is  invnlu- 
ualile.  1  might  add  a  variety,  of  other  cases,  but  the  opinions  expressed  in 
the  testimonials  you  h  ive  already  adduced  arc  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical  that,  when  judiciously  administered,  it  is  superior  to  all  other 
articles  iu  use  foi  particular  conditions.       Very  respectfully  yours, 

EDWIN  WEBB,  M.D. 

XT  NOTICE.— A.  B.iD,  SANDS  having  purchased  of  Dr.  McMum 
all  his  right,  title  aud  interest  in  this  ani,  le,  and  having  been  the  sole  Pro 
prietors  since  the  year  1941,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  prepared  duriiethar 
period,  respectfully  inform  dealers  and  consumers  that  lip  Elixir  of-Qplu.u 
will  hereafter  he  genuine  unless  having  their  signature  on  the  ouisiue 
wrapper:  and  all  orders  from  the  "Trade"  must  be  addressed,  as  hereto 
fore,  to  A.  B.  &  D  Sands.  WiiolesaleDi  uggists,  U  I  William-street,  corner  o 
Fulion,  New-York.   Sold  also  by  Druggists  generally. 
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COLLEGE  OF  MEDICINE. 

Fiftk-street,  a  few  doors  south  of  Walnut. 

The  Twelfth  Course,  of  Lectures  will  be  commenced  on  Mon- 
day, October  18th,  1S52,  and  be  closed  on  Saturday,  February 
26th,  1853. 

President,  Hon.  Jesse  R.  Burden,  M.  D. — Faculty  :  James 
McClintock,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  ;  Rush  Van  Dyke,  M. 
D.  Professor  of  Medicine  ;  James  Bryan,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery ;  Ezra  S.  Carr,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry;  Frederick 
A.  Fickardt,  M  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  ;  John  K.  Ma- 
son, M.  D.  Professor  of  Midwifery  ;  David  Paul  Brown,  Esq. 
Professor  of  Forensic  Medicine  ;  Henry  Goadby,  M.  D.,  F.  L.  S. 
Professor  of  Histology  ;  George  Hewston,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy 

Fees — For  Matriculation,  only  once  paid,  85.00.  For  each 
ticket  of  the  Governing  Faculty,  six  Professors,  S15 — $90.  For 
a  perpetual  ticket.  $160.  For  a  third  course,  to  those  who  have 
attended  two  lull  courses  in  other  colleges,  $50.  For  Graduation, 
$30. 

For  Practical  Anatomy,  including  Recapitulatory 

Lectures,         ....       ....       .  $11 

Recapitulatory  Lectures  alone  5 

Histology  and  Microscopy,  optional,  .  .  5 
Forensic  Medicine,  do.         ...  5 

The  ticket  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  is  presented  to  every 
full  course  and  perpetual  ticket  paying  Candidate  for  Graduation. 

In  addition  to  Hospital  advantages  afforded  in  the  city,  Clinical 
Instruction  is  given  in  the  College. 

The  thirteenth  session  of  the  Institution  will  commence  on 
Monday,  March  11,  1853.  and  close  about  July  lbth,  1853. 
For  further  information  inquire  of 

JAMES   McCLINTOCK,  M.  D.  Dean, 

No.  1  North  Eleventh-street,  Philadelphia. 

August  20,  1852. 

PENNSYLVANIA  COLLEGE, 

mSBieAS  DEFARTSIEESSrX. 


NINTH,  BELOW  LOCUST-STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  Faculty  is  constituted  as  follows: 

WILLIAM  DARRACH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JOHN  WILTBANK,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

HENRY  S.  PATTERSON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

DAVID  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

JOHN  J.  REESE,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Medical  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy. 

J.  M.  ALLEN,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

FRANCIS  GURNEY  SMITH,  M.  D.  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine. 

WILLIAM  H.  GOBRECI1T,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  An- 
|  atomy. 

The  Lectures  for  the  Session  of  1852-3  will  commence  on 
Monday  the  lltl)  of  October,  and  continue  until  the  ensuing  1st 
of  March. 

The  Anatomical  Rooms  will  be  opened  early  in  September, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Demonstrator 
Clinical  Instruction  at  the  College  and  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

j^BBst — Marticulation,  $5;  to  each  Professor,  $15;  Gradua- 
tion, S30. 

For  further  information  apply  to 

D.  GILBERT,  M.  D.  Registrar, 
181  N.  Ninth-street,  Phdadrlphia- 

August.  1852. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

SESSION    OP  1852-3. 

The  regular  Course  of  Lectuiies  will  commence  on  Monday, 
the  11th  of  October,  and  continue,  until  the  first  day  of  March. 
The  Annual  Commencement  for  conferring  degrees  will  be  held 
early  in  March,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  month,  as  formerly. 

ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Institutes"  of 
Medicine,  &c. 

ROBERT  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 
and  General  Therapeutics. 

JOSEPH  PANCOAST,  M.  D.  Professor  of  General,  Des- 
criptive, and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

JOHN  K.  MITCHELL,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Practice  of  Me- 
dicine. 

THOMAS  D.  MUTTER,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Institutes  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

CHARLES"  D.  MEIGS,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

FRANKLIN  BACH  E ,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

ELLEP.SLIE  WALLACE,  M.  D.  Demonstrator  of  Ana- 
tomy. 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  of  October, 
and  during  the  course,  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  will  be  inves- 
tigated, prescribed  for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During 
the  past  year,  two  thousand  and  twenty- nine  cases  were  treated, 
and  three  hundred  and  eight  operations  performed.  Among 
these  were  many  major  operations — an  amputation  of  the  leg, 
thigh,  arm,  hand,  mamma?,  <Stc.  trephining,  tying  the  carotid, 
extensive  plastic  operations,  resection  of  the  lemur  for  ankylosis, 
removal  of  the  superior  and  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone,  reduc- 
tion of  dislocations — some  of  old  standing,  treatment  of  fractures 
of  the  thigh,  arm,  forearm,  <Stc.  &c. 

The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the  student  to 
attend  the  Lectures  and  Clinical  demonstrations  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital. 

On  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  the  Dissecting-rooms  will  be 
open,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the 
Demonstrator. 

FEES. 

&5  00 
1U5  00 
30  00 
506 ;  and 


Matriculation,  which  is  paid  only  once, 
Each  Professor,  $15 


Graduation, 
The  number  of  Students  during  the  la 


session  w 


of  Graduates  228. 


July,  1852. 


R.  M.  HUSTON,  M.  D. 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  No.  1  Girard-street. 


FREE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 

SESSION  1852-3. 
ZINA  PITCHER,  M.  D.  Emer.  Prof.  Institutes  of  Medicine 
and  Obstetrics. 

SAMUEL  DENTON,  M.  D.  President,  Prof.  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

ABRAM  SAGER,  M.  D.  Prof.  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children. 

SILAS  H.  DOUGLASS,  M.D.Prof.  Chemistry,  Pharmacy, 
and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

M.  GUNN,  M.  D.  Prof.  Anatomy  and  Surgery. 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  M.  D.  Secretary,  Prof.  Materia  Medica, 
Therapeutics  and  Physiology. 

EDMUND  ANDREWS,  M.  D.  Assistant  Lecturer  in  Ana- 
tomy and  Demonstrator. 

The  Third  Annual  Session  will  commence  upon  Wednesday, 
the  Gth  day  of  October  next,  and  continue  till  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  April  ensuing.  A  Matriculation  Fee  of  Ten  Dollars  entitles 
to  the  privilege  of  permanent  membership.  Four  Lectures  daily, 
or  a  total  varying  from  five  hundred  and  forty  to  five  hundred 
and  sixty  during  the  entire  term. 

The  prime  object  of  the  Institution  will  continue  to  be,  to 
carry  out  as  strictly  as  possible,  in  spirit  and  detail,  the  require- 
ments of  the  National  Medical  Association. 

For  further  particulars,  if  desired,  address  the  Secretary  of 
the  Faculty  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN.  Sec. 


